
t o  contact with the ground. No one was-seen i n  the other ohuie near the-wreckme 
and it was def ini te ly  not f u l l y  deployed. JD 05 h i t  on the north s ide of a 
mountain about 200' f r o m  the top while heading south. The wreckage was burning 
and confined to  one localized area. No other signals or signs of l i f e  were 
seen or heard by J G  36 end we l e f t  the area about 1755. We observed no g r o d  
f i r e  during the pickup of J G  05's PJ. Cnmrnunications were good on both missions, 
however, o r ien ta l  voices were hemd both morning and afternoon on what was 

'bslieved t o  be UHF guard o h m e l .  

Det 1-38-5-11 Feb (RCC Narrative) 

' (u) A t  1025L Detachment 1 was contacted by the 326th Medical Branch, Delta I$,- 
' Company, requesting a t ac t i ca l  immediate medical evacuation of  en injured 

US Army soldier,  They s ta ted t h a t  a hois t  was required f o r  the evacuation. 

I 
I 

3d ARRGp Hist, Jm-Mm 67 
,wreckage about 1745; the co-pilot and PJ saw two chutes and some ormge siwal 
smoke near the downed helicopter. A second pass was made with the.wreckage on 

, h i s  ams. The survivor was recovered on the th i rd  pass; he was the PJ from 
J G  05. The in f l igh t  explosion of JG 05 had blown him c lear  of the a i r c r a f t  
at  200' a l t i tude .  The PJ pulled h i 8  r i p  cord and h i s  chute oDened .just ur ior  

~ 

~ 

Ful l  f i e l d  gear and weapons were 81.~0 hmught up on the penetrator. Although 
no hos t i le  f i r e  was encount:ered9 the position was vulnerable t o  f i r e  from 
any direztion. The soldier was given first; aid by the n id io  f o r  severe heat 
prostration and 8 severely ~ p r a i n s d  minklo.. 

OL 14-24-12 

(U) SAR objective: Two aircrew Gemhers o f  USX Rh-5C n i m r a f ~  clowned i n  the 
Tonkin Gulf southeast of N a n  Dinh, Crow:fi Bravo (13-16) was diverted to  the ' 

soene and two USN SA-3 helicuptera were ceranb1e.d t,o the areao Navy A-1s  
and P-4s provided RESCAL7/RESCOR'L' f o r  t h e  rescue operarim. One o f  the survivors 
was quickly recovered by Navy h e l i c o p t e ~  but the other one had a bmken arm 
nnd was entangled i n  h i s  parachute. h e  to the injured a m g  he was unable t o  
get  out of  the parachute harness or g e t  h i s  knife. The helo t r i e d  t o  hover 
on the water and two men t r i ed  t o  p u l l  the QUWPXW in to  the &::craft but the 
r o t o r  wash pushed him under water, u.nder the  helo m d  i n  r"?ont of  the hel i -  
copter. A t  tha t  time i t  had to leave due t o  a transmission overheat and another 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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,wreckage about 1745; the co-pilot and PJ saw two chutes and some orange signal 
,smoke near the downed helicopter. A second pass was made with the,wreckage on 
,the pilot's side of view; both the pilot and flight mechallic saw a man waving 

, ,his arms, The survivor was recovered on the third pass; he was the PJ from 
JG 05. The inflight explosion of JG 05 had blown him clear, of the aircraft 
at 200' altitude. The PJ pulled his rip cord and his chute opened just prior 

11 

to contact with the ground. No one was seen in the other chute near the wreckage 
and it was definitely nat fully deployed. JG 05 hit on the north side of a ' 
mountain about 200' from the top while heading south. The wreckage was burning 
and oonfined to one localized area, No other signals or signs of life were 
seen or heard by JG 36 and we left the !lrea about; 1755', We observed no ground 
fire during the pickup of JG 05 's PJ, Communications were good on both mis,sions, 
'however~ oriental voices were heard both morning and afternoon on what was 

J bEHieved to be UHF guard channel. 

Det 1-38-5-11 Feb (RCC Narrative) 

· (U) At 1025L Detachment 1 was contacted by the 326th Hedical Branch, Delta ~ 
· Company, requesting a taotical immediate medical evacuation of an injured 

US ~ soldier. They stated ~hat a hoist was required for the evaouation, 
Coordination WaS begun with the 35th TUOC for release which was approved at 
1058L. Pedro 92 (HH-43), the alert helioopter, departed with two Army gun 
ships, Sidewinder 2 and 4. for the site of the medical evacuation, weet of 
Phari Rang. It was looated in known VC territory and was the scene of an Army 
search and destroy mission •. Upon arrival no direot radio contact could be 
made with the ground party; howevez>, contact was made over FM radio by relaying 
through the Sidewinder airoraft. Smoke was deployed by the ground party; 

· Wind "as quite high with modeTate turbuJ )nce, The site "as 1800' indicated, 
"located in the foothills of mountains up to 5000' MEL and was covered with 
· too' trees, An approach to a high l'i.over· was made to a small pinnacle where 

the ground party was located. The forest penetrator was lowered through the 
trees where personnel on the ,ground helped the injured soldier on the device. 
Full field gear and weapons were i'llsa b~'"ught up on the pen etTa tor • Although 
no hostile fire was encountered, tJ:ie poaition was vulnerable 'to fire iTom 
any direotion. The soldier was given first aid by the medic. for severe heat 
prostration and a severely sprained ankle. 

OL 1-3-24--12 Feb' 

(U) SAR ob,jective: Two aircrew members of TJSN RA~5C e.d.rc.raf;; downed in the 
Tonkin Gulf southeast of Nam Dinh. Crown Ex'av'o (IiU-16) WM diverted to the 
scene and two USN SA-3 helioopters W8re 8orall'<ble,d t.o the area, Navy A-Is 
and F-4s provided RESCAP/RESCORT for the resoue operation. One of the survivors 
was quickly recovered by Navy helicopte:e but t.he other Olle had a brcken arm 
and was entangled in his parachute. Due to the injured arm, he was unable to 
get out of the parachute harness or get his knife. The helo tried to hover 
on the water and t;wo men tried to pull the surV'iy()~ into the ai:~craft but the 
rotor >lash pushed him under water, u.nder the helo and 1n i2'ont of the heli­
copter. At tha.t time it had to leave due to a transmission overheat and another 
Navy helo «as called in. A diver waG lowered to the "ater and he attempted to 

11 
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Det 1-3%7-19 Feb (RCC Narrative) 

'(U) A t  09222 Phm Rang tower not i f ied  Det 1, 38 ARHSq t h a t  an 1"-100 P i l o t  f i  
had ejected nine miles so-ath of  the f i e l d .  Pedro 92 took off  at Og24Z and 
'Pedro 44 at O g j j Z 8  Pedro 92 made h e d i a t e  radio and viaual contact with 
over-head RESCAF a ixraf t .  The downed p i l o t P s  chute was sighted i n  an open 
f i e l d ,  RFSCAP wasbiking t o  the  pilGt on w a r d  but Pedro 92 could nois h e a r  
him. A maximum descent approach was made between the p i l o t t s  chute canopy- 

'end a t ree  l i n e  where RESCAP had the p i lo t  sighted crouching i n  t h e  trees. 
The downed p i lo t  ran towards the helicopter from the t r ees  when Pedro touched 
dam; he w a s  carrying dl persvnal/ssmrival gear and weapons. 'Phe crww chief 
Jumped out and helped the a m i v o r  in to  the  helicopter,  at  09292, After off 
loading the  p i l o t  a t  the  dispensary, both hel icopters  returned t o  t h e a r e e  
t o  locate the  crash s i t e ,  detenoine i f  any c iv i l i an  personnel w e r e  i n jwed  
end reoover any weapons, Rswever, ~~~d f i r e  was encountered while vver- 
flying the mash s i t a  and m e  helboptei- received three 30 calibew h i t s  causing 
minor sheet metal damage. Miss-ion terminated. 

, ,  

Det 9-58-3-22 Feb 

(U) An HH-431" was dispatched t o ' a n  area west of Pleiku to  evacuate wounded )c 
Army soldiers.  h i v i n g  on scene at 12452, the  pararescueman (PJ) was lowered 
to  the ground with three semi-rifSid l i t t e rs  t o  help prepare the  evacueea.for 
hois t ing i n t o  the helicopter, The s i t e  was near the top of a 1200 foo t  r idge 
dropping sharply on the 8ownwiad s i d s ,  Pickup of three l i t t e r  pa t ien ts  was 
made w i n g  210 f e e t  of a 21': foot hoist  cable. They were then . t aken . to  hospi ta l  
and the HfI-43 was refuele8 For the return t r i p ,  Back cil the  Beene a t  14422, 
one ambulatory 2nd two l i t t e z  pa%i.sn.te plus the PJ were hoisted aboard the  
helo and flown t o  the h o s p i t ~ l ,  The hois t  would not work f romthe  ho i s t  operatorOa 
position on the last two pickups "0 the p i l o t  operated i t  by' d i rect ions f r o m  the 
fl ight enginee-. Hostile gro.und %::.re w a s  experienced during recoveries but 
no h i t s  were taken by ths3 HI%-43 b.eliropter. - N b m d  35 (A,&) was r e t u n i n g  t o  home statfor! a f t e r  incurring 
b a t t l e  damwe. Nimrod 36 (A-26) W B S  f l y i n g  a loose t r a f l  posit ion behind 
Nimrod 35 t o  keel: visua? cciitnct with the b a t t l e  d.amaged a i r c ra f t .  Nimrod 36 
radioed t o  75 t ha t  he (Nimod 35) had severe engine and nacelle f i re ,  Crew 
of Nimrod 35 bailed Q I X ~  snd then the e i r c ra f t  exploded. Nimrod 36 flew throuKh 
the debris,  caught fire and was last C'bsI?rved entering a r igh t  turn,  Crown 
a l e r t  IIC-1y09 two Jolly Owen KH-~Fs and two S M d y  A-1Fs were scrambled about 
Oj35L fo r  S h R  minsion. h-riv.'-, ,.,,,: i n  t h e  flrrSC1) a fl.Rre ship w a s  l igh t ing  the 
SAX scene; haze ond fog  hnmpt.mil nit&it-+.ine v i s i b i l i t y ,  J o l l y  Green 55 made 
radio contact wi th  one survivor  b u t  the Drhomer on the helicopter w a s  in- 
operative. Hcwever, sm-vi-vor was viotlally acquired by uw c>f !iii survival 
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Det 1-36=7-19 Feb (RCC Narrative) 

'(u) At 0922Z Phan Rang tower notified Det I, 38 ARRSq that an F-IOO pilot ~~ 
had ejeoted nine> miles Etouth of the field. Pedro 92 to'ok off at 0924Z and 
'Pedro 44 at 0933Z;- Pedro 92 made immediate radio and visual contact with 
over-head RESCAP' airoraft. The downed pilot's chute was sighted in an open 
field. RESCAP was inlking to the. pilot on guard burt Pedro 92 could not' hear 

,him. A maxfmum desoent approach was made between the pilot's, chuteoanOPT' 
and a tree line where RES CAP had the pilot sighted crouching in the trees. 
The downed pilot ran towards the helioopter from the trees when Pedro touched 
down; he was carrying all personal/s-..trV1.val gear and weapons. ' 'l!he ~ oD3W" chief' 

, ~umpsd out and helped the survivor into the helioopter, at 0929Z.After off 
loading the pilot. at the dispensary, both helicopterg returned tothe'-arear 
to locate the cragh site, determine if any civilian perEtonnel wB'rtFinjured 
and reoover any wespona , However, ground fire waa enaountered" while , over .. " 
nying the cxash site and ene helicopter. received three 30 cal1beJr hitS'oausing 
minor sheet metal damage. Nigo;ion terminated. 

Det 9-]8-3-22 Feb 

(u) An HH-43F wag dispatched tOrol area west of Pleiku to evacuate wounded ~ 
Army soldiers. A..-riving Oil acena at 1245Z, the pararescu&man, (PJ) was lowered 
t .o the ground with three semi-rigid litters to help prepare the evacuees ' for 
hoisting into the helicop~e2". ThE> site ,,"as near the top of a 1200 foot ridge 
dropping sharply on the dowllw! nd sids. Pickup of three litter patients was 
made using 210 feet of a 217 foot hoist cable. They were th&n, taken', to hospital 
and the 1IH-43 was refueled: for the return trip, Back cn the soena: at 1442Z, 
one ambulatory and two litter pa'C:i,enta plus the PJ were hoisted aboard the 
helo and flown to the hospitaL The> hoist would not work from' the hoist operator's 
pod tion on the la&t two pi(t.~ps 59 the pilot operated it by' direohom. from the 
flight engineer. Hostile ground f :!,re was experienced during reooveries but 
no hits "ere' taken by tho:;. IDI- 43 helicopter. ' 

OL 2-~-10 .. ,22 Feb (RCC ND:rrat±,-.,) 

~) ("J' ,~" Nimrod 35 (A- 26) was recurning to home sta tion after incurrini'; 
battle damtlf,'e . Ni mrod 36 (A-26) ",as flyinl\' a loose t;ra:!.l position behind 
Nimrod 35 to keep visual contaot "lith the battle d,am A.ged aircraft. Nimrod 36 
radiofld to 35 that he (Nimrod 35) had severe engine and nacelle fire, Cr!\v' 
of Nimrod 35 bailed out and then t11~ aircraft exploded . Nimrod 36 flew through 
the debris, caught fire and wag last ()'b8~2'ved en'cel' .ing Ii rip;ht turn, Crown 
alert IIC-13'O, two Jolly Green HR-3Ji;~ and two SHndy A-lE~ were scrambled about 
0335L for SAR mission . Arriv ';,ll:; in the Ilre" , Il fllire ship was lip;htinp; the 
SAR scene; haze End fog hrunp~red night-Ume vlsibili ty , Jolly Green 55 maile 
radio contact 1{ith on0 survi vor but the DF homer on the helicopter was in­
operative. Hcwever , survivor was vigually acquired by '", :1 0 t' f his survival 
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normal. As J G  09 s ta r ted  climb Out with the uninjlzred p i l o t  on bowd, J C  52 
immediately began giving him instruct ions t o  the posit ion of the. second 
pilo&. This greatly f a c i l i t a t e d  reaching the second pickup point i n  a mini- 
nium of time. As JG 0 )  approached the second survivor, located i n  a t r e e ,  h.e 
used smoke and verbal instrdct ions over survival radio t o  d i r ec t  the he l i -  
uopter t o  h i s  position. AS the  survivor s ta r ted  up through the various t r ee  
cctnopies by h o i s t ,  h i s  ascent was blocked several  times by limbs. This 
neoessitated stopping the hois t ,  lowering the p i l o t  un t i l  he could ILBmove 
an obstacle rwd then raising him again. 'The survivor's uninjured condition 
and alert mental state grea t ly  aided the h o i s t  operator i n  raising him 
through a l l  the  branches and limbs. During the  recovery the  survivor in- 
ndvertantly dropiied one of h i s  emeriyency r%dios from h i s  survival vest.  W i t h  

I ,  the  second p i lo t  CKI board,  we recomputed our fuel d a t a  and found tha t  we 
could return the  four recovered p i lo t s  t o  secure operating location, where 
we landed a t  1750L. 'The weather a t  launch, pickup mid recovery base was 
approximately 60001 broken with v i s i b i l i t y  10 - 15 miles above and below 
the  cloud deck. Cooperation of al l  Wencies during t h e  mission was very 
'gooti with f i n e  radio discipline.  There was l i t t l e  d i f f i c u l t y  i n  locat ing 
' t h e  survivors due t o  the excellent work by the Sandy p i lo t s .  There w a s  no 
d f e o t i v e  enemy a d i o n  i n  the pickup areas. As soon as the resoues had been 
effeoted, w e  wore asked repeatedly, the reason f o r  the  p i l o t s '  a i r o r a f t  

' mame-outs. Since the  egress from the pic'mp %Tea i s  often 8 s  c r i t i c a l  as 
the  entry, we would recommend tha t  t h i s  type of question be delayed un t i l  
t h e  survivors can be -debriefed, 

, 

,, 

~ ' .  

. , 

Det 11-38-4-20 M a r  

(e) Two HH-43s were launched t o  search f o r  two Navg UDT members. Both 

helicopter crew spotted and recovered the two survivors and returned them 
t o  tfieir ship. The secondary helicopter f l e w  cover For the primaryjhelo. Saves 
c l a s s i f i ed  as combat due to  close proximity of piekup area t o  native v i l lage  
'and h o s t i l e  land area. 

, 
were located one half  mile from the beach northeast  o f  Tuy Boa. The primary > 

OL 1-3-41-12 Mar (RCC Narrative) 

(U) A t  08102 hours 1 2  March 1967 Jolly Green 24 and 07 were scrambled by 
CJ;gar radio from (binrig T r i  i n  rosponne t o  un cmor,yency involving the crash 
of a Mmine 11-46 he:icopter. An primiq? f l igh t  leader mcl liesoue Crew 
Commander o f  .'IG ''(1 , I I:{,II C'xtixl  ;,In l :~~l!c ' :{  ( I X ! ~  Cont-cc,l) immcdint,oly aft.er 
tt~lte-off T o r  :IYI.<I~~I, .r.i.i ,,)i.t l'i~.!.:J.~!,,~.~ii!!, J W I  t ' ~ ~ ~ . : . t ! . u ~ e  i n  climbing throriKh t h e  
hvercast. Wortthor 5.11 thc; 1:wunch :u?ett w%s npproxinintely 1000' MSL overcast 
and 3 miles v i s i b i l i t y  with t,ops of t h e  ovwccst at  5000' IEL.  Enroute 
weather above the overcast wns c lear ;  i n  the target area weather was gener- 
a l l y  overcast. IIowever, t h e  trmget area wns the top of a 5700 foot  mountain 
peak west of IIua that. protruded above t h e  overcast. On the west side of the  

, 
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normal. As JG 09 started climb out with the uninjured pilot on board. JG 52 
immediately began giving him instructions to the position of the: second 
pilot. This greatly faoilitated reaching the second pickup point in a mini­
mum of time. As JG 09 approB,ched the second survivor, located in a tree, he 
uae:d smoke and verbal instr~ctions over survival radio to direot the heli­
'Copter to his position. As the survivor started up through the various tree 
canopies by hoist, his ascent was blocked several times by limbs. This 
neoessitated stoppillt'l the hOist. lowering the pilot until he oould :!remove 
an obstacle and then raiSing him again. The survivor's uninjured condition 
and alert mental state greatly aided the hoist operator in raising him 

, through all the branohes and limbs. During the reoover,y the survivor in­
advertantly dropped one of his emergency r?dios f'rom his survival vest. With 

"the second pilot on board. I<e recomputed our fuel ilata and found that we 
oould return the four recovered pilots to secure operating location, where 
we landed at 1750L. The weather at launch, piekup ,md recovery base was 
approximately 6000' broken with visibility 10 - 15 miles above and below 
the cloud deck. Cooperation of all agenoies during the mission was very 
'good with !'ine radio discipline. There was' little difficulty in looating 
'the' ElUrvivors due to the excellent work by the Sandy pilots. There was no 
effeotive enemy aotion in the piokup areas. As soon as the rescues had been 
effected, we were asked repeatedly, the reason for the pilots' airoraft 

. name-outs. Since the egress from the pickup area ia often as criti'cal as 
the entry, we would recommend that this type of question be delayed until 
the survivors can be -debriefed. 

Det 1l-}&-4-10 Mar 

(sa) (61'-4) Two HH-4,s were launohed to search for two Navy UlYl' members. Both 
were' located one half mile from the beach northeast of Tuy Hoa. The primary 
helicopter crew spotted and recovered the two survivors and returned them 
to their ship. The seoondary helioopterflew oover ~or the primary·helo. Saves 
olassified as combat due to olose proximity of pickup area to native village 
and hostile land area. 

OL 1-}-4l-12 Mer (RCC Narrative) 

(U) At 0810Z hours 12 March 1967 Jolly Green 24 and 07 were scrambled by • 
Cjjgar radio from <l,Utl111r Tri in rospo,," () to an cmGrgency involving the crash 
of a Hnrine, H-t\6 lwlicopter. An primltry flight leader PJ1d Hesoue Crew 
Commander () f .fG '),t, J ""n t,'cb"l Vln I: n1 1."':. «lCJ Gont'ccl) .immediatoly after 
t/lko-off 1'0:0: J'I"i",' n:i',ilt l'cl1"":,IJI!,,,yd !"''''J.:,t;.UlGO in olimbing through the 
overcast. 11oftthor in th,) laullch o;r.elt III'" approximately 1000' 1'-18L overcftst 
Md 3 miles visibility with tops of the QverCf"st at 5000' 118L. Enroute 
weather above the overcast wns clear; in the target area weather was gener­
ally overoast. However, the targot area was the top of a 5700 foot mO\llltain 
peak west of Hue' thnt protruded above the overcast. On the west sUe of the 
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mountain, the weather was scattered to  c lear  with two miles v i s i b i l i t y  i n  
the lower terrain.  The crash s i t e  was readily v is ib le  due t o  a l a rge  ~ 0 1 -  
of smoke from the burning H-46. The a i r c r d t ,  with 1 2  persons aboard, had 
made contact with the ground on the south s ide of  the mountain about 1501 
from the peak. Cause of the crash was never def in i te ly  determined but the 
a i r c r a f t  apparently rol led on contact, breaking a t  the r ea r  section of the 
a s e l a g e  and catching fire. The mountain was formed with a steep sloping 
s ide t o  the south, ver t ica l  cliffs to  the east  and north and an extremely 
steep slope on the western s ide,  Radio contact was made with.Crom 2 en- 
rdute t o  the scene although primary coordination was conducted with Covey 
54 (0-1 a i r c r a f t )  that  had been on scene since the crash and was i n  radio 
contaot with other Marine and Amy helicopters orbi t ing the area. When 1 
arrived a t  the crash s i t e ,  four B-46 helicopters and two Huey gunships 
were i n  the immediate area i n  addition to  Covey 54 and a f l i g h t  of A-1 
IIolio aircraft. Later a f l f g h t  of F-4 a i r c r a f t  arrived on the scene. I was 
informed by Covey t h a t  r o w  survivors (crew menbers) had been picked up 
at the crash site by s: Narine helicopter and the remainder of  eight per- 
sonnel were scattered down the mountain side. The Huey hel icopters  s e t  ,up 
e da.isy chain pattern o'yer the area furnishing aerial f i r e  support and 
keeping a visual  sighting on the survivors as they worked t h e i r  way t o . a n  
assembly point near the top  of  the peak and the burning a i r c ra f t .  This 
posit ion afforded the best possible area f o r  the pickup.. Covey 54 w e e d  
to  no%ify me when t h e  survivors were nearing the assembly point since I 
h d  no visual contact due t o  thick underbrush axd the position I w a s  hold- 
i@ &BY from the scene. Due to  turbulerxe associated with the cliff s ides  
of  thB mountain and gusty wind currents on the sloping s ide,  I was fozced 
t o  make an extremely s teep approach, quartering t o  the c l i f f  s i d e ,  then 
shallowing out the approach turning toward the mountain peak and event- 
u a l y  coming t o  R hover about 45 degrees i n t o  the up-slope. I was able t o  
r e s t  the helicopter l i gh t ly  on t.he :,ground. Imrnediately upon touchdown, 
the survivors emerged ftom the  thisk fol iage,  two being badly injured. 
Some had been thrown from the helioopter on impact into t h e  brush and 
rocks, ending i n  excess of 100 f ee t  from the a i r c ra f t .  After a survey of  
f ie  w i v o r s  and equipment, I estimated that engine power required t o  
lift, the  load a t  tha t  a l t i t u d e  gave very s111c~ll mmgin. i n  re la t ion  t o  to t a l  
power" available. Immediately a f t e r  becoming airborne, I s ta r ted  a slow 
descent to a id  i n  gaining airspeed and begm jet,tisoning more f u e l  t o  com- 
pensate for t he  existing condition.s. 14y parwesoueman advised me t ha t  one 
survivor required immediate medical attentian? so I landed a t  the nearest 
U.S. f a c i l i t y ,  Khe Smh, The survivors  were a team of  U.S. Marines and 

' 

Vietnamese mili tary.  In the recovery nreas w e  were n o t  advised of any 
hos t i l e  actions i n  the vioini ty  nor did wo encounter ftny, 

OL 14-42-13 Mar (KCC Narrative) 

(U) O n  13 March 67, I was the Rescue Crew Cornaander of  Jol ly  Green 24 (low / 
bird)  when w e  received instructions through Cigar t o  scramble and pickup 
the survivors of a downed Narine H-54 heliccpter,  'The reported p o s i t i o n  

k- 
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mountain, the weather was scattered to clear with two miles visibility in 
the lower terrain. The crash site was' readily visible due to a large column ?r smoke from the burning R-46. The aircraft, with 12 persons aboard, had 
.made contact with the ground on the south side ot the mountain about 150' 
from the peak. Cause ot the crash was never detinitely determined but the 
aircraft apparently rolled on contact, breaking at the rear section of the 
tuselage and oatching fire. The mountain was formed with a steep sloping 
side to the south, vertical alitrs to the east and north and an extremely 
steep slope on the western side. Radio contact was made with Crown 2 en­
rdute to the scene although primary coordination was conducted with Covey 
54 (0-1 aircraft) that had been on scene since the crash and was in radio 
contact with other Marine and Army helicopters orbiting the area. When I 
arrived at the crash site, tour H-46 helicopters and two Ruey gunships 
were in the immediate area in addition to Covey 54 and a flight of A-l 
!l'o'oo aircraft. Later a :night of F-4 aircraft arrived on the scene. I was 
informed by Covey that four survivors (crew meIllbers) had been picked up 
at the crrash sita by a l'!arine helicopter and the remainder of efght per­
S'Onnal wa-a scat.tered do"Wll the mountain side. The Ruey helicopters set 'up 
a daisy chain pattern wer the area furnishing aerial fire support and 
keeping a visual sighting on the survivors as they worked their wB<{ to·an 
assembly point near the top of the peak and the burning aircraft. This· 
position afforded the best possible area for the pickup. Covey 54 agreed 
to noi;ify me When the survivors were neadng the assembly point since I 
had no visual contact due to thick underbrush and the position I waS' hOld­
ing SWB<{ from the scene. Due to turbulence associated wfth the clitt sides 
'or the mountain and gusty wind currents on the slcping Side, I was tOlmed 
to make an extremely steep approach, quartering to the cliff side, then 
shallowing out the approaoh turning tm,ard the mountain peak and event­
ually coming to a hover about 45 degrees into' the up-slope. I was able to 
rest the helicopter lightly On the:.grmll1d. Immediately upon touchdown, ' 
the survivors emerged .from the thiok foliage, two being badly injured. 
Some had been thro'lll from the helioopter on impaot into the brush and 
rocks, ending in excess of 100 feet from the aircraft. After a survey of 
the survivors and equipment, I estimated that engine' power required to 
lift; the load at that altitude' gave very SJJlHU margin in relation to total 
power" available. Immediately after becoming airborne, I started a slow 
nescent to aid in gaining airspeed and begM jettisoning more fuel to com_ 
pensate for the existing CXlnditions. By pararesoueman advised me that one 
survivor required immediate medical a.ttentior., so I landed at the nearest 
U.S. facility, Khe Sanh, 'rhe survivors we're a team of U,S. Marines and ' 
Vietnamese military, In the recovery nIea, we Here not advised of any 
hostile' actions in the vicinity nor did we encounter an,jI', 

OL 1~3~42-li Mar (RGC Narrative) , 
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(U) On 13 Harch 67. I was the Rescue Crew Commander of Jolly Green 24 (low 
bird) when we received instruc'tions through Cigar to scramble and pickup 
the survivors ot· a downed Marine Ii-54 heliccptel', fhe reported position 
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of the crashed a i r c r a f t  was just  south of  the DMZ. We arrived on the scerle at 
1807L and contact was made with Crown 2 and Deadlock 12-0 (Iluey ~ s h i p )  who 
was d r c x i n g  the  area. A Marine €I-46 Northbrook 50-1 had already arrived .to 
rescue the  ahmivors. A s  we: watched the hovering H-46, we suddenly saw a la. 
bright  f lash  100 yards from h i s  right s ide .  The helicopter then ro l led  over 
on its side and orashed alL1810L- People were seen exi t ing t h e  a i r c r a f t  before 
it burtit' i n t o  flames. Crown 2 advised us t h a t  two Hobo (A-1E) aircraft would 
arrive on the scene short ly  and f o r  us t o  w a i t  f o r  them t o  s t e r i l i z e  the area 
before &tempting a rescue. Since I had seen.the posit ion of the groundfire 
t h a t  Mocked d m  the H-46v I dlirected the  Hobo f l i g h t  i n  f o r  repeated ord-. 
nance runs. They oontinued their passes unt i l  Sandy (A-1E) f l i g h t  arrived at  
l&35L, The crew of Northbrook 50-19 i n  the meantime, w a s  transmitt ing on t h e i r  
emergency r a d i o  and reported ground f i r e  from a l l  quadrants, After 30 minutes 
of  continued passes, Sandy 5 (on-scene commander) l a i d  a smokescreen to  the 
north to 'blanket heavy gunfire from t h a t  area, The copilot  computed our weight 
versus hovering power and dumped fuel  t o  minimum capacity. Also at  t h i s  time 
the t i p  tanks were jett isoned, A s  we began descent, following Sandy 5 in, I 
briefed hy crew t o  don t h e i r  armor vests  and t o  prepare fo r  expected ground 
f e e .  The ofesh sits was half' way up the northern slope o f  the  east-west 
mountab' ridge and the  mountainous area was covered by dense jungle growth 
and tall t r ees .  The survivors were directe9 to f i r e  a f lare  which pinpointed 
t h e i r  position. An extremely high hover was required t o  grovide barely enough 
clearance between the  main and ta i l  rotors  and the  high trees on t h e  slop-ing 
hf l l s ide .  The fl*ght mechanic directed me i n  t o  the survivors as he extended 
the  cable with jungle penetrator attached. He l a t e r  told me the cable was 
fully exreended t o  240 feet. On the ground, the most seriously injured m a n  
was loadad on the  hois t  device, Just  as the  survivor was loaded on board, w e  
heard nearby'gunshots. Bullets began to  pepper the aircraft l i k e  popcorn 
popping i n  a pan and I immediately dumped the nose and pulled m a x i m u m  power 
t o  s t d t  a climb in to  the smokescreen, which I hoped would provide some 
protectYon;'The instant  I loweked the nose t o  accelerate,  several  warning 
l i g h t s  dn the  master panel illuminated and I smelled a pungent odor l i k e  
e l ec t r i ca l  wires burning, My f i r s t  thought was tha t  w e  had l o s t  one of our 
engfnes. But within seconds a l l  the warning l i g h t s  went out except the  #2 
generator and the #'2 transformer rectiPYer which were l a t e r  restored t o  
n o m d  operation by the copi lot ,  A s  w e  entered the smokescreen, 1. could 
dimly see a sheer ve r t i ca l  mountain looming d i r ec t ly  ahead and bknked- sharp- 
l y  t o  avoid it. A s  ve continued the climb-out, I checked t h e  other crew- 
members f o r  in jur ies .  The pararescueman had been knocked down by a bu l l e t  
t h a t  grazed t h e  top of h i s  helmet; also,  he was h i t  by il. piece of shrapnel 
tha t  strhck 'an emerpncy radio i n  h i s  pocket, preventing an hjq. h r o u t e  
t o  h n g  Ha, the pararescueman applied euergenzy medical a i d  t o  the seriously 
injured 'survivor ,  who had suffered n severe head injury and a compound leg 
fracture.during the 11-46 crush. An mbi:.lance was standing by as w e  landed 
1 3  minlltes a f t e r  the rescue- Investigation on the grotind revealed at least 13 
bullet  ciit-cy holes i n  the fuselage. One bul le t  struck the generator and 
mother severed, a hydraulic l i n e ,  allowing d l  tile f.'L:i'i(l i n  t l l C  U t i ' 1 i t . Y  

hydraulic system to  escape. Two ro to r  blades were hi,t in t he  mnin spar ,  a w 
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.of the crashed aircraft was just seuth .of the DMZ. We arrived en the SCSIle at 
18071,and contact was made with Crewn 2 and Deadleck 12-0 (Huey gunship) who 
was c::Lrcling the area. A Marine H-46, Nerthbreek 50-1, had already arrivedte 
reS'Cue the sUrvivors. As we, watched the hevering H-46, we suddenly saw a large 
bright flash 100 yards frem his right side. The helicepter then relled over 
on its side and crashed a~ 18101. Peeple were seen exiting the aircraft before 
it bUrSt'into flames. Crown 2 advised us that twe Hebe (A-IE) aircraft weuld 
arri va on the scene shortly and for us to wait for them to sterilize the are'a 
before attempting a reoscue. Since I had ssen, the pesitien of the groundfire 
that krieoked down the H-¢6,_ I diraoted the Hobe flight in for repeated ord­
nanoe runs, They centinued their passes until Sandy (A-IE) flight arrived at 
111:351. The orew .of Nerthbreek 50-I, in the meantime, was transmitting on their 
emergency radie and reperted greund fire from all quadrants. After 30 minutes 
.of oentinued passes, Sandy 5 (en-scene cemmander) laid a smekescreen to the 
north te -blanket heavy gunfire from that area. The copilet cemputed .our weight 
versus hevering pewer and dUmped fuel te minimum capacity. Alse at this time 
the tip tanks were jettisened. As we began descent, following Sandy 5 in, I 
briefed my crew te den their armer vests and te prepare fer expected ground 
fire. The crash site was half' way up the nerthern slope .of the east-west 
meuntain ridge and the meuntaineus area was cevered by dense jungle grewth 
and tall trees. The survivers were directed to fire a flare which pinpointed 
their pesitien. An extremely high hever was required te previde barely eneugh 
clearance between the main and tail reters and the high trees en the sloping 
hillside; The flight meehanic directed me in te the survivers as he extended 
the cable with jungle penetrater attached. He later teld me the cable was 
f'Illly extended te 240 feet. On the greund, the most serieusly injured man 
was leadild on the heist device. Just as the surviver was loaded en beard, we 
heard nearby·gunshets. Bullets began te pepper the aircraft like pepcorn 
pepping in a pan and I immediately dumped the nese and pulled maximum pewer 
te start' a climb inte the smekescreen, "hich I heped weuld previde seme 
protec~i'en .. ·The instant I lewered the nese te accelerate, several warning 
lights dn the master panel illuminated and I smelled a pungent eder like 
electrical wires burning. My firsttheught was that we had lost .one of our 
engines. But within secends all the warning lights went out except the #2 
generater and the #2 trans fermer rectif'ier which were later restored to 
nermal eperatien by the copilet. As we entered the smekescreen, I- could 
dimly see a sheer vertical meun tain leeMing directly ahead and banked- sharp­
ly te avoid it. As we centinued the climb-eut, I checked the other crew­
members for injuries. The pararescueman had been knecked dewn by a bullet 
that grazed the tep of his helmet; alse, he was hit by u piece .of shrapnel 
that struck 'an emergency radio in his pecket, preventing an injury. Enreute 
to Dong Ra, the po.rarescueman applied emergenoy medical aid to the seriously 
injured 'survivor, whe had suffered a severe head injury and a cempeund leg 
fracture'during the JI""46 crash. An ambl;lrulCe ",as standing by as we landed 
13 minutes uftHr the rescue. Investi"atien on the greund revealed at least 13 
bullet cntJ.'y holes in the fuselage. One bullet struck the generator and 
anether severed a hydraulic line, allowing all the j~'i;d in the utility 
hydraulic system te escape. Twe retor blades were hit 111 tile main spar. 
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The Pararescueman -8 Wear- the t e s t  helmet (Bal l i s t ic  and crash, spec, MIL- 
H-4338a-GL) when he received the bul le t  crease on the top of the heirnet tha t  
knocked him down; the helmet sustained very little damsge and prevented injury 
t o  the pararescueman. A t  l91lL the  SAR e f fo r t  for  the r e s t  of  the survivors 
was discontinued due t o  bad weather and darkness i n  the area. Jo l ly  Greens 53 
and 55 were advised they would be dispatched so as t o  a r r ive  i n  the crash mea  
at first l i g h t  the following morning. J G  57 and 55 arrived i n  the reaovery 
area a t  0850L (delwed by weather) 14 Mar 67 and maintained a high orb i t  while 
SanQ 5 and 6 sterjilized the area. With the a r r iva l  of Duadlock f l i g h t  (2 ~ r m y  
hel icopter  gunships) JG 53 w a s  cleared t o  begin recovery operations. The SUP- 
vivors were located i n  a ravine 6(K, r e s t  below the ridge-line and were sur- 
rounded by t rees  150 f ee t  higho The te r ra in  features were such tha t  no pre- 
liminary high speed reconnaissance of the area could be made by JG 53- NO safe  
escape route w a s  available i n  the event d i f f l c u l t i e s  were enaountered and once 
i n  a hover precise aircraft positioning was essential .  The Burvivars were under 
a t ree  canupy on the edge of a steep precipice and i n  order to  place the t r ee  
penetrator near them it was necessary t o  hover the helicopter with minimum 
clearance from the surrounding vegetation, A t  O938L the wounded survivor was 
hoisted aboard J G  53 and the penetrator lowered again, The remaining four 
survivors boarded the penetrator i n  goups  of two and were recovered aboard 
JG 53 at  094jL, Landing at Dong Ha a GCA was necessary as weather was 200' 
(cei l ing)  with -& mile v i s i b i l i t y ,  

Dot 10-58-7-13 Mar (RCC Narrative) 

(U)  A t  01552, 13 M a r  67 Detachment 10, 38 BRKSq was not i f ied  by Phong Din Sub f\ 
Sector t ha t  two ARVN Companies of the 63d Regional Force Battalion were i n  
desperate need o f  medical evacuation assistance. They advised us  that. they 
had 18 wounded personnel. They had t r i ed  for  over two hours t o  get  ARVN choppers 
o r  A r m y  Dust-off choppers i n  but they were unsuccessful due to  heavy,conmit- 
ments. We called JSARC f o r  approval and launched Pedro 91 and 39 at 02052 and 
03152 respectively. The evacuation si te was a large r i c e  paddy bordered on 
three sides by wooded areas about nine miles west of Binh  Thuy. Numerous ARVN 
troops swured the area and contact was established with U.Y. Army advisors 
v i a  mTI radio. l'edro 91 lmded first and picked up 8 wounded and returned then 
t o  Ctm Tho; Pedro 39 landed, picked up 10 wounded and took them t o  Can Tho. 
I'edro 91 made one more t r i p ,  picked UP one wo1mded PIUS two dead and two h Y  
advisors and returned again t o  Can Tho. A11 wounded and deceased personnel 
were released t o  Vietnamese medical authori t ies  a t  C a n  Tho. 

L 

.I OL 1-3-44-15 Mar (RCC Narrative) 

(U) J o l l y  Green 07 and Bonnie Sue 3-1 (Marine 1b4.6 high b i rd)  were cleared 
t o  Danmg from &mg Tri at 1027z- I was airborne at 10402 and while climb- 
ing out I heard Oxwood 414 ca l l ing  on UIIF pmrd that  he had been h i t  and 
thought he had a f i r e .  After a few minutes conversation with h i s  wingman 
(Oxwood 4.14-2), the f i r e  evidently becime worse m d  4 i 4  was told by h i s  
wingnm to  get out i n  a hurry, Just  pr ior  t o  bailout Oxwood's pcsit ion was 

I .  
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The pararescueman was wearing the test helmet (Ballistic and crash, Spec. MIL­
H-43388-GL) when he received the bullet crease on the top of the helmet that 
knocked him down; the: helmet sustained very little damage and prevented injury 
to the parares.cueman. At 1911L the SAR effort for the rest of the survivors 
was dfscontinue~ due to bad weather and darkness in the area. Jolly Greens 53 
and 55 wert!' adVl.sed they would be dispatched so as to arrive in the crash area 
at first light the following morning. JG 53 and 55 arrived in the recovery 
area at 0850L (delayed by weather) 14 Mar 67 and maintained a high orbit while 
San~ 5 and 6 sterilized the area. With the arrival of Deadlock flight (2 Army 
hel1copter gunships) JG 53 waB cleared to begin recovery operations. The sur­
vi vors were located in a ravine 600· feet below the ridge-line and were sur­
rounded by trees 150 feet high. The terrain features were such that no pre­
liminary high speed reconnaissance of the area eould be made by JG 53. No safe 
escape route was available in the event difficulties were eneountered and once 
in a hover preoise aircraft positfoning was essential. The survivors were under 
a tree canopy on the edge of a steep preoipioe and in order to plaoe the tree 
penetrator near them it was necessary to hover the helicopter with minimum 
clearance from the surrounding vegetation. At 0938L the wounded survivor was 
hoisted aboard JG 53 and the penetrator lowered again. The remaining four 
'survivors boarded the penetrator in groups of two and were recovered aboard 
JG 53 at 0943L. Landing at Dong Ha a GCA was necessary as weather was· 200' 
(ceiling) with t mile visibility. ' 
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(u) At 0155Z, 13 Mar 67 Detachment 10, 38 ARRSq was notified by Phong Din Sub ~ 
Sector that two ARVN Companies of the 63d Regional Force Battalion were in 
desperate need of medical evacuation assistance. They advised us that ~hey 
had 18 wounded personnel. 'rhey had tried for over t"o hours to get ARVN choppers 
or Army Dust-off choppers in but.they liere unsuccessful due to heavy'commit­
ments. We called JSARC for approval 'and launched Pedro 91 and 39 at 0205Z and 
0215Z respectively. The evacuation site was a ,large rice paddy bordered on 
three sides by wooded areas about nine miles liest of Dinh Thuy, Numerous ARVN 
troops secured the area and contact lias .established liith U.S. Army advisors 
via FJ.I radio. Pedro 91 landed first' and picked up 8 "ounded and returned them 
to CEm Tho; Pedro 39 landed, picked up 10 wounded and took them to Can Tho. 
Pedro 91 made one more trip, picked up cne 1i0tUlded plus two dead and tliO Army 
advisors and returned again to Can Tho, All wounded and deceased personnel 
were released to Vietnamese medical authorities at Can Tho. 

OL 1--3-44-15 l1ar (RCC Narrative) .. 
(U) Jolly Green 07 and Bonnie Sue 3-1 (Marine 1!"46 high bird) liere cleared 
to Danang from Q.uang Tri at 1027Z. I \<as airborne at 1040Z and while climb­
ing out I heard OXliood 414 calling on U1W guard that he had been hit and 
thought he had a i'ire. After a fel; minutes conversation with his liingman 
(Oxwood 4.14-2), the fire evidently bec"me Horse and 414 ~las told by his 
,ringman to get out in a hurry. Just prior to bailout Oxwood' s position IilW 
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found. Recommend downed crew members get on the  rescue h o i s t  device 
-immediately - they  may not h e m  h o s t i l e  f ire.  Since the enemy seems to be 
holding f i r e  u n t i l  the helicopter i s  committed to the pickup, sandy aircraft 
should 1W ml7P~EaSiYe fire down i n  a box around the survivor on all pickupso 
Unless too dangaroua;, a napalm bomb should be placed on the  p i c h p  si te after 
each pickup tto deeboy the chute, r&os or other equipment t h a t  may be le f t ,  
If done on every piokup i n  hostile ateacs, it would disoourage an immediate 
react ion of the enemy i n t o  the area. 

Det 9-38-6-27 Mer (RCC Nerreative) 
1 ,  

* ' (S&Scp& We were a le r ted  by Peacock Control t h a t  an Army 0-1D had crashed 
i n  the jungle about 25 miles west of Pleiku. Pedro 56 and 74 were scrambled 
shortly and headed f o r  the general area. Directions were being given by an 
Anny U-8 over the  crash s i te  t o  us and t o  a USAF FAC 0-1 dscr t ry ing  t o  f ind 
the  scene. Pedro 56 encountered several flak burs t s  and ahanged heading, A t  
t h i s  time Pedro 74 located the  two orb i t ing  fixed w i n g  aircraft and the 
survivors on the ground ignited e white smoke grenade which was readi ly  vie- 
i b l e  against the dark jungze background. Smoke from the signal grenade 
dssis ted Pedrcr 74 i n  the  approach; also,  the  survivors ta lked direct ions 

' t o  us over t h e i r  survival radio. They s ta ted tha t  one had serious back and 
'head in ju r i e s  and would need a s t re tcher ;  the other had broken r i b s ,  cuts  
'and bruises. I elected t o  lower my PJ with a semi-rigid l i t t e r  t c  a s s i s t  the 
'sutvivors. While the PJ w a a  placing the more seriously injured survivor on 
the l i t t e r ,  he states that he heard possible unfriendly ground f i r e  i n  the 
area. Also a brush f i r e  several  yards away and a large amount of sp i l led  
fue l  from the crash posed fur ther  threats .  Two UJ3-1 gunship hel icopters ,  
a fl ight of A-1E f igh ters  and a f l i g h t  of F-100s covered our operation. 
Pedro 74 was i n  a 200 foot  hover for 58 minutes while the pickups were 
effected. Hoist operations were greatly hindered by the dense fol iage;  how- 
&er, after repeated rais ings and lowerings of the hois t  cable t o  f r e e  tangles,  
the survivors were loaded aboard. The P J  used 250 foot (100 pound t e s t )  nylon 

' l i n e  i n  order t o  proride s t a b i l i t y  t o  t h e  l i t t e r .  One end was attaehed t o  tha 
l i t t e r  and the l i n e  was played out aa the  l i t t e r  was raised. In t h i s  manner 
the PJ was able to guide the l i t t e r  though t h e  best  olearings and ha l t  m y  
rotat ion.  In re t r ieving the P J ,  the  hois t  cable became knotted due to  tangle 
i n  the fol iaee;  the tangle would not allow the hois t  t o  be ra i sed  t o  the f u l l  
UP position, and the PJ was dangling about 15 feet below the  helicopter on 
the fores t  penetrator. It w a s  then necessary to  move Off and f ind  a CleJsUg 
in order to l m d  and take the PJ aboard. A Cleming was spotted about 3 to 4 
miles away and Pedro 74 proceeded carefully to  t h i s  Pos i t ion .  The UH-1 Wl-' 
ships made several passes at the spot and a smoke bomb W a s  dropped t o  asJiflt 

were then flown t o  the Pleiku IIOspital .  
the  landing and boarding of the PJ was Uneventful. The survivars 
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,damas: ~ound. Reoommend downed orew members get on the resoue hoist devioe 
immedl.ately as· they m~ not heD'hostile fire. Sinoe the enemy seems to be 
holding fire until the helioopter is committed to the'piokup, Sandy aircraft 
Should l~ suppressive fire down in a box around the survivor on all piokups, 
Unless too dangeroua, a napalm bomb should be plaoed on the pickup site after 
eaoh'piokup to destroy the ohute, redios' or other equipment that m~ be left, 
If done on every pickup in hostile a:eas, it would disoourage an immediate 
reaotion of the ene~ into the area. 

I ' 

Det 9-38;..6-27 Mar (RCC Narrstive) 

'(g)(3r t) We were alerted by Peacook Control that an Army O-ID had crashed .. 
in the jungle about 25 miles west of Pleiku. Pedro 56 and 74 were scrambled 
shortly and headed for the general area. Directions were being given by an 
Army U-8 over the crash site to us and to a USAF FAC 0-1 also trying to find 
the scene •. Pedro 56 encountered several nak bursts and ahanged heading, At 
this time Pedro 74 located the two orbiting fixed wing aircraft and the 
survivors on the ground ignited a white smoke grenade which was readily vis-
ible 'against the dark jungite background. Smoke from the signal. grenade 
assisted Pedro 74 in the approach; also, the survivors talkeddirectione 

''lio us' over their survival radio. They stated that one had serious baCk 'and 
'neadinjuries and would need a stretcher; the other had broken ribs, cuts 
, and bruises. I elected to lower my PJ with a semi-rigid litter to assist the 
I survivors. While the PJ was placing the more seriously injured survivor on 
the litter, he states that he heard possible unfriendly ground fire in the 
area. Also a brush fire several yards awa.v and a large amount of spilled 
fUel from the crash posed further threats. Two UH-l gunship helicopters, 
a'night of A-IE fighters and a flight of F-lOOs o:overed our operation, 
Pedro 14 was in a 200' foot hover for 58 minutes while the pickups were 
effected. Hoist operations were greatly hindered by the dense foliage; how­
ever, after repeated raisings and lowerings of the hoist cable to free tangles, 
the survivors were loaded aboard. The PJ used 250 foot (100 pound test) 'nylon 

'line in order to provide stability to the litter. One end was attached to the 
litter and the line was pl~ed out as the litter was raised. In this manner 

, the PJ was able to guide the litter through the best olearings and halt a~y 
rotation. In retrieving the PJ, the hoist cable became knotted due to tangle 
in the foliage; the tangle would not allow the hoist to be raised to the full 
up position, and the PJ was dangling about 15 feet. below the helicopter o~ 
the forest penetrator. It was then necessary to move off and find a clearmg 
in order to land and take the PJ aboard. A clearing was spotted about 3 to 4 
miles awa.v and Pedro 74 proceeded carefully to this position. The 00-1 g'W;'" 
ships made several passes at the spot and a smoke bomb was dropped to ass:st 
our approaoh; the landing and boarding of the PJ was uneventful. The survlvors 
were then flown to the Pleiku Hospital. 
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"were on board. Pedro 46 landed at the s i t e  along with two o ther  Army hel i -  

ThS r'emainder of the i.Towned.personne1 were a i r l i f t e d  to C a n  Tho by two 1 , 

Army UH-la. No enemy ground f i re  was encountered during recovery operations 
end Pedro 46 sustained no aircraft damage. 

'ht 6-38-21-33 Mar 
. .  

(U) Pedro 73 (HH-43F9 was scrambled f b m  Bien Hoa to  recover a downed F-100 
.p i lo t  northwest of the  base at OjOOL. F l m e s  were being dropped by an AC-47 
i n  the area of the downed pi lot :  two Huey gunships and the wingman of the @ ' '  downed p i l o t  were also i n  t h e  area. Pedro 73 arrived at O j l O L  end contacted 

' t h e  survivor on gurrrd frequency. Hostile ground f i r e  was observed within 
one half mile o f  his position. After ge t t ing  a UHE' &:eer on the downed p i l o t ,  
Pedro 73 a d  the  two Huey gunships penetrated the undercast, breaking out a t  
1,000 f ee t .  The p i l o t  said he could hear Pedro's ro tors  and as the HII-43 broke 
out throwh the overcast. the  downed p i lo t  saw the  lending l i g h t s  and gave 
directions t o  h i s  position, The p i lo t  w&5 spotted i n  20 foot  trees; an approach 
a d  hois t  p i o h p  were accomplished. The p i l o t  was on board at 0313L and then 
'flown t o  Bien HOE AB. 

'(U) Danang tower through the crash phone ne t  no t i f ied  Det 7 9  30 AHRSq that 
two F-4C p;llots had bailed out southwest of the base. Pedro 96 (HF1-43F) 
scrambled end made contsat  with the wingman of  the downed a i r c r a f t ,  The 
wingman directed the rescue helicopter t o  the position of both survivors. 
The HH-47 landed and boarded the two p i l o t s  and returned them to  Danang. ' 

Although Dickup w a s  made in h o s t i l e  area no d i f f i cu l t i e s  were encountered 
during-th; mission. 

OL 2-3-2441 M= 

m) SJIR objective: F-105 p i lo t  down west o f  Vinh. I n i t i a l  SAR action 
was t o  d i v e r t  Crown 2 and t o  scramble Jol ly  Green 36,  3 7 9  Sandy 59697v0  t o  the 
area a t  00502. The downed p i l o t ' s  wingmsn had good radio contact with the  SAR 
force and had the survivor'pinpointed i n  heavy fo res t  at  4500' MSL. J G  36 made 
a h o i s t  pickup at 10202; survivor returned t o  U.S. airbase i n  good condition, 

26 

• 

• 

3d ARRGp Hist., Jan-Mar 67 

~" , 

, 
'(~(i P"4) At 01, 1 7Z, while on a base eupport mission in thevicinit;y or' Btnh, ' 
Th':\Y fill. the crew ot Pedro 46 overheaid a ~da;y transm1sdion on UHF guard 
chllnnel. A U.S. Arm;y UH-1D had experienced an engine failure and made a' , 

, , 'rorcEid landing in an insecure area about 16 miles NNW of Binh Thu;y. Pedro 
46 arrived on scene at 0135Z; another Armw helicopter was orbiting over 
the site while direoting gunships to the scene. Radio contact was estab­

'lished with the downed UH-1D and it was learned that a total of 9 persons 
,'were on board. Pedro 46 landed at the site along with two other ~ heli­

copters. A flight of VNAF A-Is had arrived along with several A:rmy gunships. 
",Five members of U.S. Special Forces ,who were passengers aboard the downed 

helicopter were loaded aboard Pedro 46 along with four machine guns and about 
500' pounds ot: ammunition and equipment. Pedro 46 arrived at Can Tho at {)300Z ' 
where the rescued personnel' and equipment were returned to their' home unit.' 
Thi! r'emainder of the downed personnel were airlifted to Can Tho b;y two i . 

Armw UH-ls. No anem;y ground fire was enoountered during reoove~ operations 
and Pedro 46 sustained no aircraft damage. 

':!let 6-38-21-31 Mar 

(U) Pedro 73 (IDl-43:F) was scrambled from Bien Hoa to recover a downed F-100 I( 
'pilot northwest of the base at 0300L. Flares were being dropped b;y an AC-47 
in the area of the downed pilot; two Hue;y gunships and the wingman of the 
'downed pilot were also in the area. Pedro 73 arrived at 03l0L and contacted 
'the survivor on guard frequency. Hostile ground fire was observed within 

,.l' 

one half mile of' his position. After getting a UHF steer on the downed pilot. 
Pedro 73 and the two Hue;y gunships penetrated the undercast, breaking out at 
1,000 feet. The pHot said he could hear Pedro's rotors and as ,the HII-43 broke 
out through the overcast the downed pilot saw the landing lights and gave 
direotions to his position. The pilot was spotted in 20 foot trees; an approach 
and hoist pickup were acoomplished. ~he pilot was on board at 0313L and then 
£lown to Bien Hoa AB. 

01 1-3-51-'1 Mar 

'(u) Danang tower through the crash phone net notified Det 7. 38 ARRSq that 
'twoF-4C pdlots had bailed: out southwest of the base. Pedro 96 (HH-43F) 
'scrambled and made contaot with the wingman of the downed airoraft. The 
wingman direoted the rescue helicopter to the position of both survivors •. 
The HH-4' landed end boarded the two pilots and returned them to Danang. 
Although pickup was made in hostile area no diftioulties were enaountered 
during the mission. 

01 2-3-24-31 Mar 

('6HSpii4) SAR objective: F-105 pilot down west of Vjjnh. Initial SAR aotion 
was to divert Crown 2 and to scramble Jolly Green 36, 37, Sandy 5,6.7,0 to the 
area at, 0850Z. The downed pilot's wingman had good radio contact with the SAR 
force and had the survivor'pinpointed in heavy forest at 4500' MSL. JG 36 made 
a hoist pickup at l020Z; survivor returned to U.S. airbase in good condition. 
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