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CHAPTER I
MISSICH, CRGANIZATICN, AND RESOURCES
RISSICH

Primary Mission

{(U) The primary wissicn of ths Third Aerospace Rescus
and Recovery CGroup 1a to previde a tactical force to rescus
and recover persornel engagéd in operations in or adjacent
to hoeatile tarritory; provide Local Base liescue {IBA) units
at sslocted basea; plan, organize, coordinats, and control
the exacution of persomel rescue orerations; provids com-
mand and control of subordinate urdts; and, provide the
Joint Rescus Coordination Center (JRCC) and Hescus Coordi-
nation Centers (RCC) at selected locations. The gecgraph-
ical area of operations is Southeast Asia (5E4).
Subordinate Functions

(U) The Conmahda:,_BrdﬁAarospace Rescue and Recovw~
ary Croup, serves on tﬂe 7£h Air:Forca staff as Director
of Aercspacs Rescue (DSR). .Subogdinate functions are:

1. Advises the Commander, 7th Air Force, on mat-
ters pertaining to rescus and recovery requirsments and
procedures. |

2. Coordinates on matters pertaining to all Aerospace
Reacus and Lscovery Service activities, requirements, and

responaiblilities in CEa,
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3. Exercises operational control of all rescus forces
in S3EA in sccordance with policlies establiched by the Come
pander, 7th Air Force, and/or the Comsander, 4l1st Aerospace
Rescus and Recovery Wing (4LT1AREWg), Hickam AFB, Hawaii.

4. Keeps the Commander, L1ARRWg, informed of UAR/re-
covery requirements and all planned or conducted :IAR oper-
ations, |

5. Reports directly to the Comander, 41ARRWg, on com-

mand and administrative :natters,
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Crzanization

Command Or zation!

(U) The 3AKHGp is assigned to the 41ARRWg of the Aero-
space Rescue and Hecovery Service (MAC) and comes under the
operational control of the Commander, 7th Air Force. The
3ARRGp emmrcises command over the following unita:

Joint Rescue Coordination Center (JRCC), Tan Son Nhut AB, EVH

(L-1, 3JARLGp, Rescue Cocrdination Center (RCC), Son Tra AB, RVN

OL-2, 3ARRGp, Rescue Coordination Center (RCC), Udorn RTAFB, Thailand
37th Aerospace Rescue and Recovery Squadron (37aRRSq), Da Nang AB, RVN
jggh Aercspace Rescus and Recovery Squadron (38AKRSq), Tan Son Nhut A3,
RN

Det 1, 38ARRSq, Phan Rang AB, IVN

Dot 2, 38ARRSG, Takhli RTAFB, Thailand
Det 3, 38ARRSq, hon HTAFB, Thailand
Det 4, 33ARIEq, Korat RTAFB, Thailand
Det 5, 384RRSq, Udorn RTAFB, Thailand
Det 6, 38ARR2q, Bien Hoa AD, EVN

Det 7, 3BARRSq, Da Nang AB, KVN

Det. 8, 38ARRSq, Cam Ranh Bay AB, RVN

Det 9, 38ALKSq, Nakhon Phanom RTAF3, Thailand
Det 11, 38ARRSq, Tuy Hoa AB, LVN

Dat 12, 38Al0iSq, U-Tapao RTAFHB, Thalland
Det 13, 3BAERSq, Phu Cat AB, RVH

Det 14, JBARKRCq, Tan Son Nhut AB, HEVH

39th Aeroapace Rescue and Recovery Squadron (39ARRSq), Twy Hoa AB, RVH
LOth Aerospace Rescue and Recovery Squadron (40ARRSq), Udorn RTAFB,
Thalland - 5

Det 1, LOARNSq, Hakhon Phanom RTAFB, Thalland

1. Organizational Chart cn page 5.

2. Operates as an independent unit and reporis directly teo
3ARGp. MAC Special Order 6-40, 18 XMarch 1968, effected the
redesignation of Det 1, 37ARKSq, to Det 1, A0AHREq, at Nakhon
Phanom RTAFB, Theiland, on 18 Harch 19438 with no change of
mission or location, The unit retained its seperate identity
in the 3ARRGD commund control structure and continuea Yo do
80, -
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(U) These units are located in two nations and are
raspcnsible for search and rescue activities in an area
encompassing 1.1 millicn square miles extending from the
Yekong River Delta to the Chiness border and to the
Burmese frentier.

{U) The 3ARICp Headquarters is located at Tan Sen Nhut
AB, RVN. The units under the command of the Group are io-
cated in the Republic of Vietnsm and Thailand.>

3. Refer to map on page 6.
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RESCURCES - PERSCHNEL
Autherized Versus Aasigned
(U) There were two changes in the nuxber of authorized/
assigned officers und sirmen from the previous quarter. The
assigned number of officers increased by one, and the assign-
ed number of alrmen increased by five. There was no change
in the authorized/assigned civilian strength.

Officers Al rmen Civiiian Total
28 1

Authorized 22 51
Aasigned 2h 29 1 54
Lioster of Key Personnsl (U)
' — -
Colonel Yalcolm C. Frasees, - Commander
Colonel Frederick V. Sohle, Jr., _ B Vice Commander
Lt Col Gene T. Tyner,’ Chief of
S - Opsrations
Lt Col George D. Robertson, 5 Chief of
. - Haintenancs
Lt Col kobert C. Machina, . Chief of Plans
w - and hqmts
Lt Col John L. Powsll, Jr., Chief of
I Standardization
Major Kichard C. Goven,| Chief of Safety
Captain Kenneth M. Gunn, ° _ Chief of Supply
Captain Paul L. iyter, . ) Information
M — Cfficer
Captain Frank Jackson, Jx.. . Chief of Admin
— - and Personnel
Captain Glenn C. Fogo, » - Comminications
h - Cfficer

Change of Key Personnel (U)
Lt Col Gene T. Tyner assumed his position as Chief of Cper-

ations en 17 Pebruary 1970, replacing Colonel Alexsnder 5. Zherry.
Lt Col Tyner was formerly assizned to the 39iRREq, Tuy Hea AB, IVY,

as the Cperations Officer,

188
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Captain Frusk Jesksom, Jr., becmns Chisf of Adminigtration
and Ferascemel om 22 Jamusry 1970 viece Captain Moriom T. Iambert.
Captain Jackson was aszizned to the 38ARRSq Headquarters, Tanm
Som Jmt AB, RVN, na an Administrative Offlcer Lefore azsuming
hiz mev prositiom,

Yomning Iroblemg

() Durdng the quartsr, 3ARACD experienced two major
maxning robleng,

1a AZ932 (Alrbomns Radis Operator), This AFSC at the
39iRREg contimed to be eritisally menned for the thixd straight
quarter. Srojected inbounda are arriving very late after thelr
TED date. This problem is ecmused Ly the loaing CBFO as it doss
rot figure enrcute tm.’ming aud leave tine ngatnat the TED date
vhan the S oxders are mblished. The 394RN3g in prosently
receiving T0Y asaistance from 4i1ARIy resources. The estimmted
get~well dats om thds problem is 30 May 1970, provided rrojected
iabounds arrive on time, -

‘2, A923%0 (Perurestuomen). At the cxd of the quarter, JARKGp'a
total sutharisation mi92 versus 60 soxigned, il gher headquartoers
mo baem briefed on this sﬁmﬂm It are mable to provide
agmlatauce dus to the shortage in pararoscue mamaing world-wlde.
Thoye iz no petewsll dete projected at thig time. 3AERGp will |
closely monitor the status of thia mamaing problen asd keop
higher headquartars fully advised.

}
O
o
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Awards and Dscorations

(U) A total of 1,530 awards and decorstions were approved
for 3ARRCp personmel. during the quarter. Included in this
total were 6 Air Force Crosses and L4 Silver Stars.%

MAC Junior Officer Council

(U} During the quarter, attempts were made to reestab~
lish funding for the MAC Junior Officer Council., The MAC
budget stafl coﬁ.terred with their counterparts at Air Force
level and determined that PACAF still had the responsibility
for funding all except ASIF-funded units. Accordingly, fund-
ing support was requested of PACAF. Headquarters, HAC is
ptill awaiting a reply %o this request.

Civiec Action Progran

(U) 3ARLRCp personnel continued their active support of
the Co-Rhi-Vien-Viet Hoa Crphanage in the Cholon District of
Saigon. Captain Paul ,L}r_t.cr_, Croup Information Officer, con~
tinued tsaching Englis.h to the nuns each Thursday afternoon.

' sis On People Pro

(U) The Ewphasis Cn ?ebple Program was discontinued
during the quarter. 3ALKGp Supplement 1 to MR 30-3, 20 March
1969, which was the basis of tha program, was rescinded effec-

tive 31 March 1970.°

4. See Appendix 1 for Humerical listing according to grada
of recipdents. -
5. See Supportdng Doouments sectlon.

fk
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RESQURCES - AIRCRAFT

4G HOPuliy" While Headquarters, JAKRCp, did not possess
arny alrcraft of its own, it is significant to note the air-
craft operated by its subordinate unita. These aircraft
consisted of both fixed-wing and rotary-wing types. The HCe
130P "King" was the only fixed-wing aircraft and was assigned
to the 39ARNSq. The helicopter complement conaisted of the
following threa types: the lH-3E "Jolly Green”, assigned to
the 3TARASq; the HH-43B/F "Pedro", assipned to the thirteen
detachments of the 38Akkiq; and the HH-53B/C "Super Jolly
Green", assigned to the LOAiREq.

=={gHEP=47 Total alreraft strength at the end of tha
quarter was a» follows: -

AIRCRAFT TYPE/SERIES AUTHORIVAD  AUSIGNED

ek

Hii=3E 4 12
Hi-k38 . - . 19 21
HH=43F " 3 6
HH~53B 5 h
HH~530 " 15 8
HC=130P 11 11

62 b2
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Compared with last quarter's aircraft re-
sources totals, there wee an increase of five HH-.53C's to
the inventory, while five HH~3E's, two HH~43B's, and one
HH=53B were delated. All other figwres remained constant,

giving a nat loss of three alrersft to the total inventory
of 3ARKGp.
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CHAPTER II
OPERATIONS, TRAINING, AND SAFETY

OPERATICNS
The primary function of the Headquarters, Third
Aerospace Rescus and Recovery Group, is to serve as the
command and control agency for all USAF yescue forces in SEA,
In addition to serving as Ithu opci'ations center for SAR forces,
3ARRGp Cperations is responsible for the Joint Rucﬁe Coordi=-
nation Center (JKCC), Standardization, Bvaluation, Intelligence,
and Training, Group-wide. To accomplish the combat SAR mission,
rescue aircraft are strategically positioned throughout SEA
o provide quick resporse for SAR miseions. The HH-3E and
HH=$3B/C "Jolly Green" helicopters stand ground alerts and
fly airborne orbits. The HC-~130P "King" aircraft fly air-
borne orbits and serve ss Alrborne Mission Commanders. In
addition, the HC-~13CCP's and HH~3E/HH=-53B/C's operate as & team
uglng air-to~air refueiing to provide rapid-reaction time. A-1E
"Sandy/Spad" aireraft provide rescus escort (RESCCRT) and fire
suppression of hostile mund forces, HHU43B/F "Pedro" aircraft
provide Local Base Rescue and a SAR capability within a 75
nautical mile radius-of-action of the base. The authorized

139%

force posture for the JAHRGp is: 4 HH-3E's, 5 HH~53B's, 15 HH-53C's,

19 HH=43B's, 3 HH~A3F's and 11 HC-130P's.
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. The JAR aircraft ars stationed as follows:
t. Da Nang AB, RVN

(a) Twelve HH~3E rescue helicopters, call sign
"Jolly Creen", assigned to the 37AiHEq at D& Nang,

(v) Two A-1E's, call =ign "Spad 11, 12", fronm the
éth “pecial Operations Cquadron (6505S), Pleikw 48, VN, deploy
daily to Da Fang, standing by to perform GESCORT duties.

2. MNakhon Phanom LTAFG, Thailand

(a) Gix A=1E's, call sign "Sandy", fron the 55th
“pecisl Cperations Wing (565CW), are available daily for RBSCCH
dutisesz,

3. Udorn BTAF3, Thailand

(a) Twelve HH-533/C rescue helicopters, call eign
Peolly Green”, azosigned to the LOALRSq at Udorn.
he Tuy Hoa a8, HVN
(a) Elesven HC~13CP rescue Airborne Hission Command
and Control Aircraft (AMC), call sign "King", are stationed hers,
These aircraft also serve as aerial rofueling tankers faor the
"Jolly Creen” hellcoplers.
5. UH-LIB/F - 3BAHLESQ

(a) Twenty-seven HH-43B/F rescue helicopters, call
gign YPedro", of the 38Aiilg are stationed throughout the hepublic
of Vietnam and Thailand. %hile primarily utilized ae¢ Local Dase
kescue (1BR) alireraft, when necessary and as requested by the
" ..-nl""!‘

‘\’! L] ‘\T""‘\'-g'1‘
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JRCC, thoio‘helicoptcra porforn.ce-bct airorew recovery (ACR)
miseions.

6., Other _

(a) Available resources ef the U.S. Army, Havy,
Marines, and Air Ferce, as required, are diverted to the SAR
mission and becoms a part ef the SAR Task Perce (SARTP).
b. Resources of 3ARRGp are fragged as fellows:!

i. Two HC=130P aircraft are fragged daily for the firste
light to last-light orbits: One in the vicinity ef Saravane, Laos;
one in ths vicinity ef Paksane, Laos, In addition, an HC~130P
stands 30-minute alert at Udorn from first-light te last-light,
and one HC-130P stands’30-minute alert at Tuy Hea from firste
light to lauﬁ-iighﬁ. This latter aircraft is on 24~hour alert na‘
a backup for use aa-gn AMC ;r tanker, should the need arigq; it
goes to a L5-minute al-rt.postura from last-light to first-light.

2, Two HH-BE;h.;i@optora orbit ever the Gulf of Tenkin

south of the DMZ, These helicepters are on station while recen-

naissance aircraft are flying ia the eastern half of Route Package

I (RPI).2
3. Four HH=-3E's are majintained on strip alert at Da Nang;
Two on 15-minute strip alert from first-light te last-light; two

on 30~-minute strip alert (when not flying crbit described in para-

1. See page 16 for erbit positions,
2. Area Route Package I is in NVN above the DMZ and b‘lov 18°X,
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graph 2 above) from first-light to last-light. From last-light to
first-11ght, the posture goes to two HH-3E's on 45-minute st.rip
alert.

4. Four HH-53B/C's are maintalned dsily on strip alert at
Udornt Two on l5-minute strip alart from first-light to last-light
excapt for the airborne orbi% over Central Laos during the last
24 hours of the day; two on 30-minute strip alert from first-light
te hat—light.B

5. Two HH=53B/C's are maintained on l5-minute strip alert
at Nakhon Phancm from first=-light te laat~light except for the air-
borne ortdit over the central Laotian Panhandle during the last 23
hours of the day.3

6. Two A=lE's ars on lS-minute strip alert at Da Nang
from first-ligzbt to last-light.

7. Six A-1E's are on l5-minute strip alert at Nakhon
Phanom. Two of these six sircraft are fragged to orbit with the
" Jolly Greens" as daec:’ibed"in paragraph 4 &bove; two more orbit
with the "Jolly Creens® as described in paragraph 5 above. While
these sircraft are orbiting, the remaining %wo A-lE's are on 1l5=-

minute strip alert at Nakhon Phanom,

3, The airborne orbit is performed near high-~threat areas during
U.S5./Laotian air strikes,
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Combat and Non=Combat luvss

(U) The units subordinate to 3AEHGp were reaponsible for
51 combat saves and 35 nomrwcombat saves for a total of 26 saves
for the quarter.l‘ The total number of saves since 1 December
1964 1s 2961: 204) combat and 920 non-combat.
3ARIGP Flying Hours

(U) 3ARROp units flew a total of 8764.6 hours during the
quax't.eur.5

Airceraft Loss

-SEERGPTET Cn 28 Janvary 1970, an HH-53B, SN 66-1443h, assizned
to the LOAILSq, Udorn RTAFB, Thailand, was lost after being shot
down by a MIG-2]l. The "Jolly Green” was orbiting across the
Laotian-North Vietnam border north of the DMZ awaiting a pick-
up attempt of the c¢rew of & F=105 downed north of Mu Cia Pasm,

At the time, MIGs were reportedly in the area, and MIGUAP was
called for, About 20 thinutés after the MIG alert, the high
"lolly Green," flying cover for the low tird, saw a rocket pass
beside his airoraft and strike the low "Jolly Green”, The aire
craft disinteagrated, and the burning wreckage was observed falling
to carth. There ars no kmown survivers among the six crewnen,
Standardization

(U) Captain Arthur W, MeCants, Jr. replaced Major Maxie L.

L. Appendix 2 lists the number of saves for each month of the quarter.
5, Appendix 3 lists the {lying hours by airfrume for each month,
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Trainer on 7 March as HH-43B/T Standardization Officer for 34RRCp.,,
(U) During the guarter, 3ARHCp standardizstion personnel
conducted 1, viaits to subordinats unit.a.6

6. Appendix 4 lists the units visited, dates, and action taken.
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JOINT RESCUE CCORDINATION CENTER (JRCC)

(U) The primary mission of the JRCC 1s to provide
cocrdinated direction of multi-service forces when they are
involved in SAR operations., The secondary purpose is to
develop a free and unrestricted flow of information concern-
ing rescue procedures and a'_vailable Irescue resources among
all United States Porces in CEA,

o=={63:-48B=k)~ The Commander, 7th Adr Force, is the SAR
Cocrdinator for the S5A Sub-Rlegicn which includes the land
and water areas within the faigon, Bangkok, and fiangeon
Flight Information Ragicns.7 He maintains the JRCC under his
Directorate of Asrospace hescue (DER) {Commander, 3ARRCp) at
Tan Son Hhut AB, RVN, Bacause of the larga.siza of the SAR
area and the limited number of primary AR forces, it is
imperative that personnel and squipment from all services
are available for rapid SAR response. Although each service
commaander maintainas coﬁtrel_ QI his forces, a centralized
coordination of all SAR cétivitigs is neceseary. JKCC (Joker)
and the subordinate HCC, Gueen at Son Tra AB, KVE and Jack &t
Udorn RTAFB, Thailand, provide an around-the-clock operation
to coordinate SAR activities. The Comuander, 631lst Combat
Support Croup, Don Huang RTAFB, Thailand, is responsible for

AR asctivities within the Rangoen Flight Information Region.

7. nefer to map on pages 21.
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Through close coordinaticn and cooperation with the 7th Aip |
Fores Comrander Center (Blue Chip) and suberdinate Tactical Air
Control Center (TACC), the ‘JHCC maintains & quick-response
CAR postﬁre.
SAlL Brgeging-

(U) Each Sunday, during the quarter, a SAh briefing was
given to newly assigned aircrew psrsonnel of tha 440th Tactical
feconnalssance Wing and the 834th Alr Division at Tan Son Nhut

AB, IVY.
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TEALRING

Disaster Prevaredness/Unit Defense Team

(U} Huch interest and emphasiz was placed on unit defence
during this quarter because of the anticipated increase in the
way during the Vietnamese "TET™ Holiday periocd (6~9 February).
In January, two practice aexsrcises were held to test the unit
response during the Hed Option IT alert ccndition. This con-
dition is implemented when the base perimster defense has been

penetrated, and a ground attack on the haase is imainent. In

sarly February, 3ARKGp perscnnel wers briefed on Disaster Pre~

paredness and Unit Zafenze at the nonthly commander's call,
The briafing stressed the necesgity to incresse the readineass
sosture during "1RTY, and it also covered the MACV Hules of
engagement, Cn 13 Pebruary 1970, the base security police con=
ducted a Red Cption II inspsctien exercise at JARRGp. All per-
sonnel rescted quickly, and pesitions were manned in the fastest
time ever recordod (seien ﬁfnuteé) during an axercise by this unit.
(U) cCaptain Robert A;'Choato, Croup Disgster Preparednsss
Officer, and Tech Sergeant Bradléy J. Forsyth, Croup Assistant

Disaster Preparedness !iICO, attended the two-day Disaster Preparode

ness Coursa given by the Tan Son Nhut Ulsaster Preparedness Cffice

on the Gth and 10th of February.
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1ife Support (U)

3AiRGp was reprezented by Captain Robert A. Choate, Group
Operations Support Officer, and Senior Master Sergeant William
D. Pruett, Group Standardization Pararescue NCO, at the 13th
Air Force/Pacific Air Forco Annual Lifs Support Conference
during the quarter, Tﬁo conference was hald at John Hay AB,
The Philippines, during 20-21 January 1970. It provided an
opportunity for life support personnel to axchange ideas,
clarify problems, and initiate actlion to correct defecisnciss.

Also during the guarter, an svaluation was conductad on
body armor available in SIA to determine the best type for une
on coxmbat rescue misaiona. The results of thiz evaluation wers
Torwarded to Headguarters, Aerospece Rescus and Hecovery Service.
Co~-The~Job-~Training (U}

During the quarter, an average of 132 personnel prer month
were in GJT. This rapéasenté 17% of the tctal airmen assigned
to 3ARNGp, which a?uragedﬁ785 per month. During the reporting
period, CJT staff visite were made to & total of five units.8

Weighted Airman Promotion System {U)

The Weighted Alrman Promotion Systaa (WAPS) continued into
its third quarter of implementation. In all, three enlisted
personnel of the 3AiiCp tested under this program, all in January.

These testings ended this year's cycla.

B. Appendix 5 lista unite and dates visited.
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Flying and Ground Accidents

(U)_ During the quarter, 3ARKGp units were accident-free
for flying but suffered one msjor non-flight accident. An HH-3E
from the 37ARRIq, Da Nang AB, RVN, wus dropped by a CH-34
"Skycrane" during maintenance airlift on 17 January 1970.

(U) Thers were three reportable ground accidents by 3ARRGp
units. The firat resulted in minor damaze to ths rudder and
elavator of a HC~130P at the 39AKRSq, Tuy Hoa AD, RVH, when the
alreraft was being towed inte a mj:ntmnce hanger. This greound
accident cccurred on 16 January 1970. On 18 January, the second
one involved the death of a Vietnamese nationsl who was struck by -
a truck belonging te Det 6, 38ARRSq, Bien Hoa AB, RVN. The last
accident, also on 18 January, caused minor damage to an Army U-6
aireraft at Da Nang AB when a spscial purposs vehicle was left
unattended with the motor running, and it backed into the aircraft.

(U) There were ne ekplosive accidente for the quarter.
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CHAPTER 11T
HAINTENARCE AND s0PPLY
¥aintenance
Misaion
(V) The principal misaion of the Maintenance and Supply

fection of JARRCp i3 to provide operatiomally-ready aircrsft
for all SAK nesds. |

HCRM/NCRS Rates
(U) During the reporting pericd, the 3ARRGp Operational
Keady Hate was 834, the N(AM Rate was 12.4%, and the NCKS bate

was L .6%. The breakdown by aircraft was as follows:

Adreraft Tyve Operationally Ready NCRH RS
HC-130P 4,47 9.64% 6.0%
HH-3E 77.54 15.9% 6.6%
HE=43B/7 86.8% 9.4% 3.8%
Hit=53B,/C 83,35 .78 1.9%
AF Standard S0 o8 24.0% 5.0

HH=3E IRAN Program

(U) Three aireraft wers processed through the IRAN facility
at Don Muang RTAFBR, Thailand during the qtm:'imr.1

1. Appendix 6 lista the aircraflt processed.
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i Agemrn

Adreraft Rehabilitation .

(U) ®Projsct Upkesp" is a command-wide program emphasdizing
the mointaining of aircraft interiors. 9 aircraft completed
the Rehab Program during the guarter.?

Isochronal Inspection Congent

(U} During the reporting peried, 17 aircraft went through
the Isochronsl Inspection Service Test at the Jlst ARRSq at
Clark AB, the Philippines.’

Aircraft Battle 9 _and losses

—ISHGERE" During the quarter, 8 Group aircraft sustsined
battle damage &8 a result of hostile sctions.% One additional
airecraft, a HH=53C assigned to the LOARRSq, was shot down by
an eneny Mig fighter during an aircrew rescue mission near the
laotisn~iorth Vietnamese border. There was one non~combat loss,
a HH=3E assigned to the 37ARKSq, during the raeperting period.
This brings totsl aircraft losses in 34RRCp to 32 ~ 15 HH-3E,
10 HH-438/F, 2 HH~53B/C, 3 Hu-16, and 2 HC-130%,

2. Appendix 7 lists the aircraft completing the Kehab Program.
3. Appendix 8 lists the aircraft processed. _

4. Appendix G lists the battle-damaged aircraft by type fer
each month of the quarter.
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SUPPLY
Significant NCRS Bates
(U) The NGRS Rate for one of the rescue~type aircraft
continued to show improvement:
1. The HH-3E has a NGRS Rate of 6.6% this quarter

as compared to 8.9% last quarter.




