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CHAPTEX I 

MISSION 
. .  

. .  PRINARY MISSION . .  

(U) The pr imary miss ion  of t h e  Thi rd  Aeros!.;.>cc Xcscue 

and Recovery Group (3ARRGp) is t o  p rov ide  ;; t x t L c a 1  .force t o  

r e s c u e  and r ecove r  pe r sonne l  engaged i n  opczat icns i n  or  ;d- 

j a c o n t  t o  h o s t i i e  t e r r i t o r y ;  t o  provide  Local ~ : e s e  t:escuc (LB:~) 

u n i t s  a t  s e l e c t e d  bases ; t o  p i a n ,  orGanize,  coo---''' -L.-.:;i.:c?, JZC; 

c o n t r o l  t h e '  cxccution of pcrsonnel rescae  q x r z t i c n s  ; .LO ::rsvii,. 

comnand and c o n t r o l  of subord ina te  u n i t s ;  and, -LG ~7 ,Aov:dG t.:c 

Join: !iescue Coordfnat ion Center  ( J X C )  and Jescue C o o r i r . n ~ ' ~ L ~ n  

Centers  (RCC.) aC s e l e c t e d ' l o c a t i c n s .  

o p e r a t i o n s  i s  Southeas t  Asia (SEA). 

* I .  

.. 

The geographicz l  area 02 

SUBORDINATE FUNCTIONS 
. .  

(U) The Commander, 3AXRG-3, s e r v e s  'on  t h e  7ti: J.iz Force 

staff  as Director o f  .Aerospac-e Rescue (AR) .  H i s  subord ina te  

f u n c t i o n s  are: . .  
i 

1. Advises t h e  Commacder,, 7AF, o n ' m t t e r s  p e r t a i n i n r j  to 

r e s c u e  and recovery  r e q u i r e n e n t s  and procedures .  

2. Coozdinates on matters p e r t a i n i n g  t o  a l l  A:I:7S a c t i v -  

i t i e s ,  . r e q u i r e m n t s ,  and r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  i n  SEA. 

3. Exercises o p e r a t i o n a l  con tzo l  of a l l  resciie forces i n  

SEA i n  accordance with p o l i c i z s  e s t a b l i s h e d  by t h e  Coz.mnder, I 

I 
I 

. .  . . . . .  . . .  . .  .... . .  . . . .  . .  -.- 
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CHAPTE;~ I 

MISSION 

PRIMARY MISSION 

(U) The primary mission or the Third Aeros,;,,,cc Rescue 

and Recovery Group (SARRGp) is to provide;;. -.;.:.ctic3.l ,rorce to 

rescue <:>.nd recover personnel engaged in opc;:atio:1s :':1 or <.d-

jacent to hostile territory; -.;0 provide Local 8ase ,;escue (LB;<) 

units at s~lected bases; to ~lan, organiz~, cocr~~ni.~c, ~nd 

control the' execution of personnel reSCCle oper<:.tions; -co ::roviC,~ 
, , 

cornrn.and and control of subordinz:.. te uni ts; and, to : ... rov::.c.:e: t~-:c. 

Join'" Hescue Cool:".dfna-'cion Cent0r (J;{CC) and ~~escue COO=c.::.:1.:.. .. .:~ . .:.n 

Centers (nCe) at selected 'locations. The geographic;:.l ;:.re<:>. of 

operations is Southeast Asia (SEA). 

SUBORDINATE FUNCTIONS , 

(U) The Commander, 3ARRGp, serves' on the 7ti, Air ;;'orce 

starr as Director o:f . Aerospac-e Rescue (AR). His subordinate 

functions are: 

1. Advises the Commander, 7AF, on rna tters pertaining to 

rescue and recovery requirements and procedures. 

2. Coordinates on m<:>.tters pertai:1ing to all A:~!~S <:>.ctiv-

i ties, ,require.ments, and responsibilities in SEA. 

3. Exercises operational control or all reSC~le forcas in 

SEA in accordance wi th polic i;::$ es t<l.bli shed by the CO~,,::lander, 

I ,. 
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covcry xequ i renen t s  and all planned. or conducted SA:? op- 

e r a t i o n s .  

5. .:eportc d izec t ly  tc t h e  C O X K I X I ~ S ~ ,  4~l.%<X~lg~ O i l  all 

cornxinc: and n d m i n i s t r G t i v e  n x i t t e r s .  

.. ., ,'R, -C-, ~ ..... -"\ :~ •• ,' _ :- ~,. :\ 

! ;' \ "/" ~ . I t .1 
. .• .,.: •• :," ;~. ,-,' :, 'J 

\.) .'.: -.. .' ~.-, ... _ L..I 

3A."'Gp His t., Oct - Dec 197.1 :2 

7AF, and/or the Cora.lnander, 41st Aeros::oo.ce ~escl1e and l,ecovery 

t'ling (~lAl\~\t']g), ~'lick~tl .6 .. F'B, Eawaii. 1 

t~. Keeps the COlUmandel:', .!.!:lAl~i.·{t'lg, informed of SA1~/Re-

cover)! rcquil:'ernents ana all plannad. or conducted SA~, op-

erations. 

s. .{eports di~cctl:y to the C01~U-;l.:) .. nccr, t1:1A~~~~~·\1;J, on all 

conll~~nc! and :..cminiztr.:..tive r.l.:l.tters. 

\ 

•• 

'. 
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--------



CHAPTER I1 

RZSGLHCES 

uni ts  - 
(U) The 3kFJ?Gp i s  assigned t o  t h e  4lAWWG of t h e  Aerospace Rescue 

and Recovery Service (MAC) and comes under the  opera t iona l  c o n t r o l  of  

t h e  Comander, 7AY. 

un i t s :  

The 3 m G p  exerc ises  corimnd over t h e  following 

J o i n t  Rescue Coordination Center (TdCC), Tan Son irnut .u, RTJ" 

OL-Alpha, 3LW.Gp, Rescue Coordination Center (RCC), Son R.a B, BVN 
I I 

OL-*avo, 3X&Gp, RCC, Udorn I?T.im, Thaiilmd 

Det 1 , 3&RGp, Phan Xcmq AB, RVK 

3 

Forward 0.m-oti.1:; Location, Ubon P.T,LFS, Thai lmd 

(U) Those u n i t s  arc l oca t ed  i n  two na t iocs  and 6rc) r(;s,onsible fo r  

( 

c; 

.3APJl.Gp Rist., Oct-Dec 1971 UNCLASSIFIED 
CHAPTER II 

RESOU11.CES 

~ 

(U) The .3APJ'.Gp is aSSigned to the 41A.TillliG of the Aerospace Rescue 

and R"covery Service (HAC) and comes under the operational control of 

the Comr,:ander, 7 Ali'. The .3ARl'Gp e::ercises COflllaand over the follmTing 

units: 

Joint Rescue Coordination Center (J"!lCe), Tan Son Hhut Jill, RVN 

OL-Alpha , 3A.11.EGp, Rescue Coordination Center (RCe), Son Tra Jill, EVN 

OL-Eravo, .3&\1Wp, RCC, Udorn RT.~B, Thailend 

Det 1, 3.i\RRGp, Fhal1 Rang ,ill, RVJ:i 

Det 3, 3 iil'Ll1.Gp , Ubon j~T;..FB, Thailand 

Det 4, 3.i\.1\.I:Gp, Korat RTilFB, Thailand 

Det 5, .3 All.1.Gp , Udorn RT fiFB, Thailand 

-Det 0, 3A11.[I.Gp, ' Bien Eoa.AB",11.VN (deactivated 15 Dec 71 ) 

Det 12, 3 .. iRLGp, U-Tapao RTilFB, Thailand 

Det'-Hi~:3ARHGp, Phu-Cat:.AB,:RVN(deactivated 15 Nov 71) 

Det 14, 3 A'l.RGp , Tan Son Nhut Jill, RVl! 
r' [~~~ . ! .:~ C .'/' .. -(' , .' ) 

37th Al'rospace Rescue and Recovery squadron (37 Ml.ESq), Da Nang AB, RVN 

FOrl-rard Operating Location, Bien-Hoa'AB,RVN(deactivated 4 Dec 71.) 

39th J~rospace Rescue and Recovery Squadron (39th A.'l.RSq), Cam Ranh Bay 

AB, LVl'T 

40th Aerospace R",scue and Recovery S4uadron (40.4EHSq), Hakhon Phanom 

(U) ThRoe units are located in two nations and ar" rpsi;onoilJle for 

3 



SA? a c t i v i t i e s  i n  an area encompassing SOW 1.1 million squzre miles. 

T h i s  erea estends from the Mekong River t o  the Chinese border and t o  

the Zurmese f ront ie r ,  

c 
(U) Weadquarters, 3AP.RGp, i s  located a t  Tan Son Nhut AB WJY. U n i t s  

under the comfiand o f t h e  Group are located i n  the Republic of Vietnam and 

Thailand. 
2 

xQIjpcv,h]T 

(U) The inventory o f  a i r c r a f t  possessed by 3P;JtGp and i t s  subordhate 

wits contains 54th fixed-\ring and rota-y-wing (helicopter) a i r c r s f t .  

LCC-l3OF Wi.ng" was the on ly  fixed-ving a i r c r a f t  i n  the s o u ?  acd was pos- 

sessed bg the 39PJSC1. 

"Pedro" assigned t o  thee. eight detachmnts, with tvo a i r c r a f t  assigned t o  

both the 37EZ.Q and the 40&3Sq; and the iili-53C IlSuper J o l l y  Green Giant1$ 

assigned t o  the 37AFiRSq and the'40PSiXq. 

The 

The helicopter coqonent coneistod of the kX-43 

(-1 ''I 

(U) Total a i r c r a f t  strength during the quarter was: 

AIRCRAFT TE%/SH.ZS AUTZGF.IED p(j':szssD 

m-431" 21 20.0 

FX-53C 20 20.5 
I 

HC-130F c.1 
49.6 

py&yJpQfxL 

(iJ) The number of of f icers  and airmen axthorized retniained the sane 

du-ing this quarter. Hovever %he nuxber of of f icers  assigned dropped by . 

8 assigned while the number of airmen increased by one during the quarter,  

Total nanning for  the group ref lected S fewer assigned than authorized, 

re f lcc t ing  the plamed reductions of the Ileadquarters s t a f f ,  

c; 

(, 

(\ 

I 
, 

3ARRGp Hist., Oct-Dec 71 UNCLASSifiED 
SA~ activities in an area encompasSing some 1.1 million squere miles. 

This area extends from the Heli:ong River to the Chinese border and to 

the Burmese frontier. 

(U) Headquarters, 3 ARRGp , is located at Tan Son Nhut AB R1J1-!. Units 

under the command of t he Group are located in tue Republic of Vietnam and 
2 

Thailand. 

(u) The inventory of aircraft possAssed by 3A~Gp and its subordinate 

4 

units contains both fixed-I'ling and rot;.iTY-Hing (helicopter) aircraft. The 

HC-130P "King" Has the only fixed-'·ling aircraft in the group and ,,,as pos-

sessed by the 39.AERSq. The helicopter component consisted of the HH-43 

"Pedro" assigned to the' eight detachments, with tHO aircraft assigned to 

both the 371lHESq and the 40.!\PJlSq; and the HlI-53C "Super Jolly Green Giant" 

assigned to the 37ARRSq and the'40Ar0lSq, 

(u) Total aircraft strength during the quarter \ias: 

AIRCR ~"'"'T TYPE I SE."<.IES AllTHOP~I7."?D PC SS:2SSBD 

HH-43F 21 20.0 

F.H-53C 20 20.5 

HC-130P 11 9.1 
52 49.6 

PEHSOI\H'fEL 

(u) The number of officers and airmen a"thorized remained the same 

during tlus quarter. ROllever the nUlnber of officers assigm'd dropped by 

8 assigned I/hile the number of airmen increased by one during the quarter. 

Total manning for the group reflected 8 feHer assigned than authorized, 

reflecting the plmmed r"ductions of the Headquarter s staff. 



CIvILIl& OFFICWS __ iIRI,EN 
AUTHORIZJD 26 47 1 74 /, 

ASSIGIli?i? 24 41 1 66 
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OFFICERS 
AUTHORIZED 26 

ASSIGNED 24 

, ' ''---,----,--,--,--

U~'Cl!~t"ifiED i~ ~ ~ 41 5 

llIRHEN CIVILUN !Q1£ 
47 1 74 

41 1 66 
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C H A P T E R m  

PLANS AND PROGRAMS 

(U) 7AF PAD 71-7-21, PHU CAT: 

(U) 7AF P A D  71-7-21 directed withdrawal of US forces  f rom Phu Cat 

and turnover  of the a i rbase  to the RVN. 

initially scheduled far 5 November 1971 was not accomplished until 15 Nov 

due to delay in withdrawal of tactical  a i rcraf t ,  

Det  13, 3ARRGp deactivation 

(U) Armored HH-43s in Det 13 w e r e  t r ans fe r r ed  to Det 14, TSN to 

re ta in  this capability in theater.  

(U) 7AF PAD 72-7-3, BIEN HOA PHASEDOWN: 

(U) Det 6, 3ARRGp and the 37ARRSq HH-53 FOL at  Bien Hoa were  

deactivated a s  pa r t  of  an overal l  direct ive to reduce USAF population 

at that base. 

Det 6 deactivated on 15 December 1971. 

The HH=53 FOL was  discontinued on 4 December 1971 and 

(U) To insure continued support of Bien Hoa -4-37 operations,  Det 6 

w a s  consolidated with Det 14 at Tan Son Nhut and LBR coverage provided to  

,Bien Hoa on a rotational TDY basis.  

F ; A F  P A D  72-7-10, PHAN RANG: 

Y T h i s  PAD directs  total withdrawal of US forces  f rom Phan Rang. 

HH-43 Det 1, 3ARRGp is programmed for deactivation on 31 January 1972. 

r e sources  wil l  b e  reassigned a s  directed by Hq ARRS. 

GROW 4 
Downgraded st 3 pear 

3ARRGp Hist., Oct-Dec 1971 8 

c' CHAPTERm 

PLANS AND PROGRAMS 

(U) 7AF PAD 71-7-21, PHU CAT: 

(U) 7AF PAD 71-7-21 directed withdrawal of US forces from Phu Cat 

and turnover of the airbase to the RVN. Det 13, 3ARRGp deactivation 

initially scheduled for 5 November 1971 was not accomplished until 15 Nov 

due to delay in withdrawal of tactical aircraft. 

(U) Armored HH-43s in Det 13 were transferred to Det 14, TSN to 

ret.ain this capability in theater. 

(U) 7AF PAD 72-7-3, BIEN HOA PHASEDOWN: 

(U) Det 6, 3ARRGp and the 37ARRSq HH-53 FOL at Bien Hoa were 

c. ' deactivated as part of an overall directive to reduce USAF population 

at that base. The HH=53 FOL was discontinued on 4 December 1971 and 

Det 6 deactivated on 15 December 1971. 

(U) To insure continued support of Bien Hoa A-37 operations, Det 6 

was consolidated with Det 14 at Tan Son Nhut and LBR coverage provided to 

·B ien Hoaon a rotational TDY basis. 

~ :'AF PAD 72-7-10, PHAN RANG: 

;sr- This PAD directs total withdrawal of US forces from Phan Rang. 

Det 1, 3ARRGp is programmed for deactivation on 31 January 1972. HH-43 

resources will be reassigned as directed by Hq ARRS. 

GROUP 4 
Downgraded at 3 year 
intervals; deolassified 
slter 12 years 

-'-~---~' ........ 



(U) Termination of  the Bien Hoa HH-53 FOL permit ted reduction of 

two (2) HH-53s in theater. 

f r o m  10 - 8 HH-53s. 

AB, RVN for C-5 airlift to Woodbridge, England. 

In December 1971, the 37ARRSq UE was reduced . 

The two (2)  HH-53s w e r e  prepared at  Cam Rahn Bay 

@ 3ARRGp is current ly  implementing plans for reduction and 

relocation of 39ARRSq f rom Cam Rahn Bay AB, RVN to Udorn RTAFB, 

Thailand. 

and relocated on/before 1 April 1972. 

The squadron will be reduced f rom 11 - 6 U E / l  NOA HC-130P 

7AF has directed 50% reduction of a l l  Hq staff manning at TSN. 

This  resulted in a 3ARRGp programmed reduction from 75 to 38 manpower 

spaces.  

minimum personnel turbulence. ' 

The reduction is  to be t ime phased through May 1972 and create  

@ In conjunction with 3ARRGp and 39ARRSq reductions, 3ARRGp is 

also implementing an HH- 53 reduction package. 

in thea te r  a s se t s  f rom 18 to 13 U E  HH-53s by 1 April 1972. 

Phanom Arpt, Thailand will be reduced f rom 10 to 8 U E  HH-53s and the 

37ARRSq f rom 8 to 5 U E  HH-53s. 

This  reduction will  decrease  

40ARRSq, Nakhon 

2 

(; 

c. 

" -<cor.1Ab 
,£ !~~!n'! r ",: . "'rn 

"'7"1 OTHER PLANS/PROGRAMMING ACTIONS: (;jdJL;:';';:'Jl~:iJ 9 

. (U) Termination of the Bien Hoa HH-53 FOL permitted reduction of 

two (2) HH-53s in theater. In December 1971, the 37ARRSq UE was reduced 

from 10 - 8 HH-53s. The two (2) HH-53s were prepared at Cam Rahn Bay 

AB, RVN for C-5 airlift to Woodbridge, England. 

1%f 3ARRGp is currently implementing plans for reduction and 

relocation of 39ARRSq from Cam Rahn Bay AB, RVN to Udorn RTAFB, 

Thailand. The squadron will be reduced from 11 - 6 UE/l NOA HC-130P 

and relocated on/before 1 April 1972. 

~ TAF has directed 50% reduction of all Hq staff manning at TSN. 

This resulted in a 3ARRGp programmed reduction from 75 to 38 manpower 

spaces. The reduction is to be time phased through May 1972 and create 

minimum personnel turbulence. ' 

?f In conjunction with 3ARRGp and 39ARRSq reductions, 3ARRGp is 

also implementing an HH- 53 reduction package. This reduction will decrease 

in theater assets from 18 to 13 UE HH-53s by 1 April 1972. 40ARRSq, Nakhon 

Phanom Arpt, Thailand will be i,educed from 10 to 8 UE HH-53s and the 

37ARRSq from 8 to 5 UE HH-53s. 
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OPERATIOIS 

PRIWiY FUNCTION 

(S) The primary function of the Hq 3AFUtGp is t o  serve a s  the command 

and control agency f o r  a l l  USAF rescue forces i n  W. In addition t o  

serving as  the operations center f o r  SAK forces, 3ARKGp Operations i s  

responsible f o r  Standardization/.bvaluation, Communications, and Training, 

Group-wide. To accomplish the combat San mission, rescue a i r c r a f t  a r e  

s t ra teg ica l ly  positioned throughout 5ui t o  provide quick response f o r  the 

SAR missions. The HH-53C Super Jo l ly  Green helicopters stand ground a l e r t  

and fly airborne orbits. The HC-130P ging a i r c r a f t  f ly  airborne orbi ts  

serving as  Airborne Ili,ssion Cognanders (m). In  addition the  BC-130Ps 

and HH-53Cs operate as  a team providing rapid-reaction time f o r  SAR mis- 

sions and unlimited SAH range through t h e i r  a i r - to-air  r d u e l i n g  ab i l i t i e s .  

A-1 Sandy a i r c ra f t  proivde rescue escort (RbSCOrrr) and f i r e  suppression 

of hos t i le  ground forces. HH-bjF Pedro helicopters provide Local Base 

Hescue (LBR) and SAR capabiliby within a 75-nautical mile radius of 

t h e i r  assigned base. The authorized force pcautre for 3ARRGp is: 
1 

a. The SAR a i r c ra f t  a r e  stationed as  follows: 

1. Da Nan? AB. RVN 

(a) bight rescue helicopters c a l l  sign Jo l ly  Green, assigned 

t o  the 37AKHSq. 

c/ 
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OPERATIONS 

PRIMAHY FUNCTION 

c:aAPTl!OR IV 

MlSSION PW'ORMAI'fC~ 

(S) The primary function of the Hq .3ARltGp is to serve as the command 

and control agency for all USAF rescue forces in SEA. In addi~ion to 

serving as the operations center for SArt forces, .3ARltGp Operations is 

responsible for Standardization/.I!.valuation, Com!llWlications, and Training, 

Group-m.de. To accompl:1ah the combat SlUt miSSion, rescue aircraft are 

strategically positioned throughout ~ to provide quick response for the 

SAR missions. The HH-5.3c Super Jolly Green helicopters stand ground slert 

and fly airborne orbits. The HC-t.3oP King aircraft fly airborne orbits 

serving as Airborne 11ission COllJllanders (AMe). In addition the HC-1.30Ps 

and HH-5.3Cs operate as a team providing rapid-reaction time for SAR mis­

sions and unlimited SAH range through their air-to-air refueling abilities. 

A-1 Sandy aircraft proivde rescue escort (Rl!;SCORr) and fire suppression 

01' hostile ground forces. HH-43F Pedro helicopters provide Local Base 

Rescue (LBR) and SAR capabilitYwitnin a 75-nautical mile radius of 

their assigned base. The authorized force posutre for .3ARRGp is: 

a. The SAR aircraft are stationed as follows: 

1. DB Nang AB. RVN 

(a)]!,ight rescue helicopters call sign Jolly Green, assigned. 

to the .37 ARltSq. 

-~----~-------.------~---'---.-------- -
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(b) Two A - l s ,  ca l l  sign Sandy 7 and 8, of the 56th Special 

Operations IW's Forward Operating Location (Fa) are 

on daily alert t o  perform Rr;sCOF2 duties. 

2. Bien Hoa AB, RVN 

Two HH-53C rescue helicopter, ca l l  sign Jol ly  Green, posi- 

tioned a t  the 37ARlzSq FCIL until 5 Dec 1971 when the FOL was 

closed. 

Cam Ranh Bag AB. FP?N 

Eleven HC-13OP aircraft, c a l l  sign King, assigned t o  the 

39MSq. These aircraft  serve as AKC and Aerial refueling 

tankers for the rescue helicopters. 

3. 

4. Udorn IlTdFB. Thailand 

Thee HC-130P rescie a i rcraf t  positioned a t  the 39ARRSq's FOL. 

5. Nakhon Phanom €Em, Thailand 

(a) hleven HH-53C rescue helicopters, ca l l  sign Jolly Green, 

assigned t o  the 4OARRSq. 

(b) Four A-ls, c a l l  s i p  Sandy 1-4, from the 56th Special 

Operations Wing are on daily a ler t  for RSCOEZC duties. 

6. Ubon RTAFB, Thailard 

(a) Two HH-53C rescue helicopters, cal l  sign Jolly Green, 

positioned a t  the hOAKHSq FOL. 

(b) Two A-ls, c a l l  sign Sandy 5 and 6, from the S&OW are TDY 

and are on daily a le r t  for FW3CORT duty. 

( •. 

(; 
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(b) Two A-1s. call sign Sandy 7 and B. of the 56th Special 

Operations \iing1s Forward Operating Location (Fot) are 

on daily alert to perform R~CORr duties. 

2. Bien Hoa AB. RVN 

11 

Two HH-53C rescue helicopter. call sign Jolly Green. posi­

tioned at the 37ARl:i.Sq Fot until 5 Dec 1971 when the FOL was 

closed. 

3. Cam Ranh Bay AB. RVN 

Eleven HC-130P aircraft. call sign King. assigned to the 

39A1lliSq. These aircraft serVe as AHC and Aerial refueling 

tankers for the rescue helicopters. 

4. Udorn RCAFB, Thailand 

Three HC-130P rescue aircraft positioned at the 39ARRSq 1s FOL. 

S • Nakhon Phanom RCAFB, Thailand 

(a) ~levenHH-53C rescue helioopters. call sign Jolly Green. 

assigned to the 40ARRSq. 

(b) Four A-1S. call sign Sandy 1-4. from the S6th Special 
. , 

Operations Wing ,are on daily alert for R~CORr duties. 

6. Ubon RTAFB, ThailaIrl 

(a) Two HH-53C rescue helicopters. call Sign Jolly Green. 

pOSitioned at the 40ArttlSq FOL. 

(b) Two A-1s. call sign Sandy 5 and 6. from the 56S0\~ are TDY , 

and are on daily alert for ~SCORT duty. 

--------------- - ----------- ~ 

- - ---------------~----------------'----.. -



12 
, ,  

';, yL:,j 3AHHGP Hict., Oct - Dec 1971 

7. HH-ll3P - 3ARRGp c 
Fif teen H H - h  rescue helicopters, c a l l  sign Pedro, of  the 

3ARRGp are  stationed a t  6 detachments throughout the Republic 

of Vietnam and Thailand. In  addition, two xX-43F helicopters 

a re  stationed a t  both the  37ARRSq and the 40NzRSq. While 

primarily used f o r  LBR mission, when necessary and as  re- 

quested by J R C C ,  these helicopters perform combat ACR missions. 

( 

c) 

(j 
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7 • HH -43F - 3ARRGp 

, "J'; 
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Fifteen HH-43F rescue helicopte~s. call sign Pedro. of the 

3ARRGp are stationed at 6 detachments throughout the Republic 

of Vietnam and Thail.and. In addition. two HH-43F helicopters 

are stationed at both the 37ARRSq and the 40ARRSq. While 

primarily used for LBR mission ... hen necessary and as re-

quested by JROC. these helicopters perform combat AOR missions. 
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Resources or the  3ARROp are  fragged as  follows: 

1. Two HC-130P a i r c r a f t  a r e  fragged d a u y  'for the  f i r s t - l i g h t  

t o  las t - l igh t  orbits.  The orb i t  is normally flown i n  Laos f rom 

Nakhon Phanom, Thailand t o  the Paksane area. 

quired t o  provide m a x i m u m  coverage of the da i ly  7AF fragged s t r ikes .  

It is changed a s  re- 

In addition, an HC-13OP stands 30 minute a l e r t  a t  Udorn t o  support 

the  LNRS commitment. An additional HC-130P stands 30 minute a l e r t  

a t  Cam Ranh Bay from f i r s t - l i g h t  t o  las t - l ight .  T h i s  latter a k -  

c ra f l  is on twenty-lour hour a l e r t  as  a back-up f o r  use as  an AXC or 

Tanker, should the need arise.  It reverts  back t o  a 45 minute a l e r t  

posture from l a s t - l i gh t  t o  f i r s t - l i gh t .  

2 .  Two HH-53C helicopters orbi t  over the G u l f  of Tonkin south 

of the Dl.E, as required. Thes'e helicopters are  on s t a t ion  w h i l e  t h e  

U.S. reconnaissance a i r c ra f t  a r e  flying i n  the eastern half of Route 

Package I in North Vietnam. 

above the DMZ and below 18 degree North. 

Houte package one i s  i n  North Vietnam 

3. Two HH-53C helicopters maintain s t r i p  a l e r t  a t  Ua Nang. They 

are on 1.5 minute s t r i p  a l e r t  from f i r s t - l i g h t  t o  las t - l igh t  (when not 

flying the orbi t  described in paragraph 2 above). From l a s t - l i gh t  t o  

f i r s t - l i g h t  the  a l e r t  posture is a 45 &Ute s t r i p  a l e r t  f o r  the 

two aircraf t .  

4. Through the 4th of December two HH-53C rescue helicopters 

were maintained on 15 minute atrip a l e r t  a t  Bien Hoa from f i r s t - l i g h t  

t o  las t - l ight .  A t  t ha t  time the FOL discontinued a t  Bien Hoa. 

' I  

c; 

i_. ___ _ 
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b. r Resources or the 3ARRGp are £ragged as follows: 

. , ";,.:"; 
,'j 

1. Two HC-13OP aircraft are fragged daily for the first-light 

to last-light orbits. The orbit is normally i'l0'WIl in Laos from 

Nakhon Phanolll, Thailand to the paksane area. It is changed as re-

quired to provide maximum coverage of the daily 7AF fragged strikes. 

In addition, an HC-13OP standa 30 minute alert at -Udorn- to support 

the LNRS commitment. An additional HC-130P stands 30 minute alert 

at Cam Ranh Bay from first-light to last-light. This latter air-

craft is on twenty-four hour alert as a back-up for use as an Ai-IC or 

Tanker, should the need arise._ It reverts back to a 45 minute alert 

posture from last-light to first-light. 

2. Two HH-53C helicopters orbit over the Gulf of Tonkin south 

of the DHZ, as required. Thes'e helicopters are on station while the 

U.S. reconnaissance aircraft are flying in the eastern half of Route 

Package I in North Vietnam. Houte package one is in North Vietnam 

above the Dl1Z and below 18 degree North. 

3. Two HH-53C helicopters maintain strip alert at Va Nang. They 

are on 15 minute strip alert from first-light to last-light (when not 

flying the orbit described in paragraph 2 above). From last-light to 

first-light the alert posture is a 45 minute strip alert for the 

two aircraft. 

4. Through the 4th of December two HH-53C rescue helicopters 

"ere maintained on 15 minute strip alert at Bien Roa from first-light 

to last-light. At that time the FOL discontinued at Bien Hoa. 

13 



3WGP Hist., Oct - Dec 19 14 

5. Two RH-53C helicopters a r e  maintained on 15 minute s t r i p  

a l e r t  a t  Nakhon Phanom from f i r s t - l i g h t  t o  l a s t - l i gh t  except when on 

airborne ale& over Central Laos. 

6. Two HH-5% helicopters are maintained on 15 minute s t r i p  

a l e r t  a t  Ubon from f i r s t - l i g h t  t o  las t - l ight .  Theyalso provide air- 

borne a l e r t  over t h e  southern Laotion Panhandle during t h e  last two 

lioours of daylight. 

7. Two MIS Pave Inp equipped a i r c r a f t  a r e  maintained on 11.5 

minute a l e r t  a t  e i t he r  Nakhon Phanom or Ubon. They, are  supported by 

tho HC-130IJ which i s  on aler t  a t  Udorn. 

8. TWO A-I a i r c r a r t  are  on 15 minute s t r i p  a l e r t  a t  Da Nang from 

f i r s t - l i g h t  t o  Last - l ightr  

9.  Pour A-1 a i r c r a f t  are' on 15 minute s t r i p  a l e r t  a t  Nakhon 

Phanom from f i r s t - l i g h t  t o  las t - l igh t .  Two of these a i r c r a f t  a r e  

fragged t o  o rb i t  rrith the Jo l ly  Green as  described in Paragraph 5. 

10. Two A-1 a i r c ra f t  are  on 15 minute s t r i p  a l e r t  a t  Ubon from 

f i r s t - l i gh t  t o  las t - l ight .  

t h e  30U.y Green as described i n  Paragraph 6. 

These a i r c r a f t  are  fragged t o  o rb i t  with 

11. Available resources of t h e  U.S. Armj, Navy, Narines, and the  

A i r  Force as required, a r e  diverted t o  the  SAFl mission and become 

a pa r t  of the SAli Task Force (SARTF). 

( 

( 

ce~ 
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5. Two HH-53C helicopters are maintained on 15 minute strip 

alert at Nakhon Phanom from first-light to last-light except when on 

airborne alert over Central Laos • 

. 6. Two HH-53C helicopters are maintained on 15 minute strip 

alert at Ubon i"rom first-light to last-light. Theyalso provide air-

borne alert over the southern Laotion Panhandle during the last tuo 

hours of daylight. 

7. Two NRS Pave Imp equipped aircraft are maintained on 45 

minute alert at either Nakhon Phanom or Ubon. They, are supported by 

the HC-130P which is on alert at Udorn. 

8. TtfO 1\-1 aircra1t are on 15 minute strip alert at Da Nang from 

first-light to last-light. 

9. Four 1\-1 aircraft are" on 15 minute strip alert at Nakhon 

Phanom from first-light to last-light. Two of these aircraft are 

fragged to orbit .. lith the Jolly Green as described in Paragraph 5. 

10. Two 1\-1 aircraft are on -15 minute strip alert at Ubon from 

first-light to last-light. These airoraft are fragged to orbit with 

the Jolly Green as described in Paragraph 6. 

11. Available resources of the U.S. Army, Navy, Marines, and the 

Air Force as required, are diverted' to the BAR mission and become 

a part of the SAR Task Force (SARTF). 

.---~~-----.----.-.-.. ---------------
..... ---_._._----------



Combat and Non-Combat Saves 

(U) 3rd Group aubordiante units have been credited with 70 saves 

during the quarter; 47 combat and 23 non-combat saves were made. 

brings the to t& number of  saves credited t o  3dRFiGp d n c e  1 Dec 1964 t o  

3430 (2315 combat and 1115 non-combat). The toatal fo r  the sear 1971 was 

188 combat saves awi 70 non-combat saves f o r  a t o t a l  of 258 saved during 

the year. 

3dRRGp FlyinE ?burs 

T h i s  

(a) A t o t a l  of 6335.4 hours were flown by 38RRop units during the 

quarter. 

Standardization 

See appendix 3 for a breakdown by a i r c r a f t  tgpe. 

(U) SSgt George H. Eohl arrived during the quarter and was assigned 

as  HH-43 Standardization Fl ight  Mechanic. 

(U) 

this period. 

The standardization personnel performed 6 ASET visits during 

Appendix 4 d e t a i l s  the standardization program. 

, . 

c· 
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Combat and Non-Combat Saves 

(U) 3rd Group subordiante units have been oredited with 70 saves 

during the quarter; 47 oombat and 23 non-combat saves were made. This 

· .-, ~, .. ' 

brings the total number of saves credited to 3ARRGp sinoe 1 Dec 1964 to 

3430 (2315 combat and 1115 non-combat). The toatal for the year 1971 was 

188 oombat saves aDd 70 non-combat saves for a total of 258 saved during 

the year. 

3ARRGP Flying Hours 

(U) A total of 6335.4 hours were flown by 3ARRGp units during the 

quarter. See appendix 3 for a breakdown by airoraft t~e. 

St.andardization 

(U) SSgt George H. Bohl arrived during the quarter and was aSSigned 

as HH-43 standardization Fligh~ Meohanic, 

(U) The standardization personnel performed 6 ASET visits during 

this period. Appendix 4 details the standardization program. 



16 

MGH!C RGCOVFIRY SYSTEM (NRS) 

(U) The night recovery system is f u l l y  operational, based on 5 Pave 

IMP equipped HK53C's assigned t o  the ,$OboaRRSq a t  Nakhon Phanom, RTAFB 

Thailand. 

ported by a king aFrcraft based a t  Udorn (39mSq FOL). 

no combat missions, b u t t h e  equipment has been used t o  good advantaged 

dming several md-evac missions t o  remote areas. 

Two are on 7dF fragged alert dwing  hours of darkness, sup- 

There have been 

(U) The squadron move from Udron RTAFB to NIP RT&B complicated the  

NRS training s i tua t ion  since s i t e s  approved by the Royal Thai Government 

(RTG), south andwst  of Udorn were suddenly a t  l e a s t  45 minutes far ther  

away. 

MAC THAI in l a t e  November. 

American Ehibassy indicated the requirements would be met very soon, 

Requirements for  training &eas new NQ were h i e f e d  t o  CONUS 

As of the c lodng date of this report ,  the 

(U) In-squadron training was increased as  it became apparent t h a t  

1550 BTTwg would not be able t o  produce any NRS qualified crews for 

several months, 

the p i l o t s  and all enl is ted aircrew members were NRS qud i f l ed .  

As of the closing date of t h i s  report ,  all but three of 

(, ( 

( 
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NIGHT RECOVERY SYSTEM (NRS) 

(U) The night reoovery system is tully operational, based on 5 Pave 

IMP equipped HH-5.3C's assigned to the 40ARRSq at Nakhon Phanom, RTAFB 

Thailand. Two are on 7AF £ragged alert during hours of darkness, sup­

ported by a king aircraft based at Udorn (.39ARRSq FOL). There have been 

no combat missions, but the equipment has been used to good advantaged 

during several med-avac missions to remote areas. 

(U) The squadron move £rom Udron RTAFB to NKP RTAFB complicated the 

NRS training situation since sites approved by the Royal Thai Government 

(RTG), south and;est of Udorn were suddenly at least 45 minutes farther 

way. Requirements for training areas near NKP were briefed to CONUS 

MAC THAI in late November. ~ of the closing date of this report, the 

American Embassy indicated the requirements would be met very soon, 

(U) In-squadron training was increased as it became apparent that 

1550 JTTWg would not be able to produce any NRS qualified crews for 

several months. .As of the closing date of this report, all but three of 

the pilots and ell enlisted aircrew members were MRS qualified, 

------------------- ----------------~-~------------- -------------
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JOINT RESCUE COORDINATION CENTEIi 

(0) The Jo in t  Rescue Coordination Center (Joker) i s  colocated Vith the  

Seventh A i r  Force Bombat Operations Center (Bluecbip) a t  7AF Headquarters 

and i s  p r imar i ly  dedicated to providing coordinated direct ion of the various 

multi-service forces  when they are involved i n  Search and Rescue (SAR) 

operations. 

cations concerning rescue procedures and resources among a l l  U.S. forces  

in SEA, - 

The JRCC also serves a s  a source of information and c o d -  

The JRCC i s  maintained under the Directorate of Aerospace R e m e  

( B R ) ,  who i s  also the  C o d e r ,  3rd Aerospace Rescue and Recovery G~oup. 

The AR is d i rec t ly  responsible t o  the comander, Seventh Air Force, in 

his capacity a s  SAR Coordinator of t h e  t%A Suhp.egion. 

page shows this. 

a iWi tg  of the AR and the l imited rmmber of SAR dedicated resources, it 

i s  imperative tha t  personnelil-om a l l  services be available for a rapid SAFt 

response and, although each service commsnder maintains operational control 

of his forces,  a c n e t r d i s e d  coordination of a l l  SAR a c t i v i t i e s  i s  essential. 

The JRCC (Joker) and i t s  subord ig te  RCCs, OL-Alpha (Queen) a t  Son Tra AB, 

RVN and OLBravo (Jack) a t  Udorn RTAFB, Thailand maintain an around-the- 

clocke operation t o  provide this coordination, 

Operation h c a t i o n  - && 

The map on t he  next 

Because of thh vast  land and sea area under the reapon- 

- -  

The erea of respons ib i l i ty  for Operating Location - Alpha i s  the 

Da Nang SaR Sector. T h i s  i s  defined a s  the land mea bounded by IEOON, 

( 
( 

( 

( ) 
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JOINT R.Es::UE COORDINATION CENTER 
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(U) The Joint Rescue Coordination Center (Joker) is colocated with the 

seventh Air Force 60mbat Operations Center (Bluecbip) at 7AF Headquarters 

and is primarily dedicated to providing coordinated direction of the various 

multi-service forces when they are involved in Search and Rescue (SAR) 

operations. The JRCC also serves as a source of information and col1llllllI1i-

cations concerning rescue procedures and resources among all U.S. forces 

in SEA. 

~ The JRCC is maintained under the Directorate of Aerospace Resuue 

(AR), who is also the Commander, .3rd Aerospace Rescue and Recovery Group. 

The AR is directly responsible to the Commander, Seventh Air Force, in 

his capacity as SAR Coordinator of the SEA Sub-Region. The map on the next 

page shows this. Because of the vast land and sea area under the respon-

sibilityof the AR and the limited number of SAR dedicated resources, it 

is imperative that personnel i"om all services be available for a rapid SAP. 

response and, although each service commander maintains operational control 

of bis forces, a cnetralized coordination of all SAR activities is essential • 

. "a The JRCC (Joker) and its suhordiliRte RCCs, OL-Alpha (Queen) at Son Tra AB, 

RVN and OL-Bravo (Jack) at Udorn RTAFB, Thailand maintain an around-the­

clocke operation to provide this coordination. 

Operation Location - Alpha 

~ The area of re!lPonsibility for Operating:Location - Alpha is the 

Da Nang SAR Sector. This is defined as the land area bounded by 1$OON, 

U~li'" I' ." . 
'i. ", 
• ",U.l ..... iI.~ .. ".~'J • :.,. ' 
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106OCE, 1400N, minus the northeast portion of Cambodia; and adjacent water 

w i t h i n  the Saigon FIR. 

(U) O L A  a t  Son Tra By RVN (Monkey Mountain) was credited with 15 

saves; 9 were combat saves and 6 were non-combat sves. 

(U) The following i s  the number of personnel authorized and assigned 

during the quarter: 
OFFICEIS AIRMEN TOT& 

AUTHORIZKDr 5 6 11 

BSSIGNED 4 4 8 

Maj Frank Heflin departed during this quarter. 

berat ing Location - 
@ The area of respons ib i l i ty  for  Operating Location - =avo i s  the 

Udorn SBR Sector. 

and all of Laos except t h a t  portion eas t  of 706OOE; all of Korth Vie tau  

west of 5 mi1t.s inland from the G d f  of Tonkin and minus the southern 

portion assigned t o  Da Nang SAR Sector. 

This i s  defined as the land area for  aU of Thailand 

i 

(U) O L B  a t  UdDrn R T m ,  Thailend was credited with eight  saves; 4 

were combat saves and 4 non-combat. 

(U) The following i s  the number of personnel authorized and assigned 

during the quarter: 

OFFICERS AIRMEN TOTAL 

AUTHORIZED 5 6 11 

BSSICNED 5 5 10 

(! 

( , 
'--... 

(i' 
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106oOE, 1400N, minus the northeast portion of Cambodia; and adjacent water 

within the Saigon FIR. 

(U) OL-A. at Son Tra AB, RVN (Monkey l-1ountain) was credited with 15 

saves; 9 were combat saves and 6 were non-combat~ves. 

(U) The following is the number of personnel authorized and assigned 

during the quarter: 

AUTHORIZED: 

ASSIGNED 

OFFICERS 
5 

4 

All!.MEN 
6 

4 

Maj Frank Heflin departed during this quarter. 

Operating Location -~ 

TOTAL 
11 

$ 

Itfl{ The area of responsibility for Operating Location - Bravo is the 

Udorn SAlt Sector. This is defined as the land area for all of Thailand 

and all of Laos e:.mept that por~ion east of 10600E; all of North Vietaam 

west of 5 miles inland from the Gulf of Tonkin and minus the southern 

portion assigned to Da Nang SAlt Sector. 

(U) OL-B at Udcrn RTAFB, Thailand was credited with eight saves; 4 

were combat saves and 4 non-combat. 

(U) The following is the 'number of personnel authorized and assigned 

during the quarter: 

AUTHORIZED 

ASSIGNED 

OFFICERS 

5 

5 

'AIRMEN 

6 

5 

TOTAL 

11 

10 

------ ---- -----------------'--------
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"IJl6k 3 m p  History Oct - 21 

YATTRIAL c- v 
MISSION 

(u) The PrinCiFal mission of the Materiel Section of the 3 llRRGp 

is t o  provide c o m d  and control of subordinate uni t s  t o  insure oper- 

a t ional ly  ready a i rc raf t  a r e  available f o r  a l l  Si%R needs. 

HC-130 IRAN and Center Wina Modification Programs: 

(U) These programs continue t o  have an impact on t h e  mission c a p -  

Aircraf t  were processed through these programs bili ty of the 39 hRP2.q. 

a s  follows: 

a. Wing Modification: 

AIRCRAFT - INPUT SCHEDULBO OUTPUT OUTPUT 

66-991 3 NOV n 18 Dec n I( 

66-216 26 J U ~  n 28 SeQ n 22 oct n i. 
b. IRIW: 

OUTPUT - INPUT SCHl3DUI.ZD OUTPUT - 
66-217 1 Sep n 10 Oct 71 13  NOV n 

AIRCRAFT 

66-219 U. S ~ Q  n .z oct  n 15 Nov 7l 

66-0220 3 NOV n 13 Dec n 
(U) During the reporting period eleven IS0 inspections were 

performed a t  Clark BE, Phillippines. These inspections were as follows: 

65-993 - 2 Inspections 

65-994 - 1 Inspection 

66-211 - 2 Inspections 

66-212 - 1 Inspection 

66-213 - 1 Inspc t ion  

66-215 - 2 Inspections 

66-217 - 1 Inspection 

66-219 - 1 Inspection - 
11 Total Inspections 

(. 

(I 

( 

~, . 

3 ARRGp History Oct - Dec 7lU Ne lAS S If' E n 21 

lo'A T1':RIAL ClW'TER- V 

MISSION 

(U) The principal mission of the Materiel Section of the 3 ARRGp 

is to provide cOllll!l!l!ld and control of subordinate units to insure oper-

ational1y ready aircraft are available for all S!R needs. 

H~130 IRAN and Center Wing Modification Programs: 

(U) These programs continue to have an impact on the mission capa-

bi1ity of the 39 ARRSq. Aircraft vere processed through these programs 

as follows: 

AIRCRAFT 

66-991 

66-216 

AIRCRAFT 

66-217 

66-219 

66-0220 

a. Wing Modification: 

-3 Nov 71 

26 Jul 71 

b. IRIW: 

1N.f!!I 

1 Sep 71 

14 Sep 71 

3 Nov 71 

S~DULED OUTPUT 

18 Dec 71 

28 Sep 71 

SCID;:DULED OUTPUT 

10 Oct 71 

,24 Oct 71 

13 Dec 71 

OUTPUT 

* 
22 Oct 71 

OUTPUT 

13 Nov 71 

15 Nov 71 

(U) During the reporting period eleven ISO inspections vere 

performed at Clark AB, Phi11ippines. 

65-993 - 2 Inspections 

65-994 - 1 Inspection 

66-211 - 2 Inspections 

66-212 - 1 Inspection 

66-213 - 1 Inspection 

These inspections vere as fo11ovs: 

66-215 - 2 Inspections 

66-217 - 1 Inspection 

66-219 - 1 Inspection 

11 Total Inspections 

- --~- -- -- --- -- .----~------------- ------ ----------------------~-
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AVIOICCCS 

(U) Rro (2) Class 1B Nodifications t e s t s  were completed on -53 

&craft. 

camera system. 

O t h e r  at 40th ARRSq, Thailand. 

prove the motion picture  coverage of  SAR missions i n  SEA. 

s t a l l a t ion  i s  portable so it c ~ l l  be changed from one aircraft t o  

another within minutes. 

Modification condsted of i n s t a l l i ng  a 16Md motion picture  

One system uas accomplished a t  37th ABRQ, RVN, the  

T h i s  modification w i l l  great ly  im- 

T h i s  in- 

.. 
(U) TCTO I&-53-520 ( Ins taUat ion  of Bottom UHF Ant.). The purpose 

of this TCTO i s  t o  eliminate periodic blanking of the UHF radio signals 

whi le  a i r c r a f t  i s  traveling outbound from contact station, 

caused by interference of the t a i l  section. 

encountered during communication with Pararescue men while performing 

SAR missions. A l l  E - 5 3 ' ~  (vt' 37ARRSq and 4OAPRSq are scheduled t o  be 

modified. The first a i r c r a f t  modified was 69-05788 which was s ta r ted  

a t  0700/19 Oct 71. Estimated completion date i s  15 Jan 72. 

HK.13 INFO: QTR. Oct - Dec 71 

T h i s  i s  

Mditional problems are 

(U) 3rd hRHGp 0605092 Nov 71 - One Time Inspection of N' Fuel 

Control Rod f o r  Cracks, 

Headquarters found a cracked rod end. 

ional  finding. 

In i t ia ted  by 3ARRGp when one unit this 

Inspection resul ted i n  one addit- 

(U) Det 13 Phu Cat AB, RVN closed down 15 Nov 71, Aircraft  were 

transferred t o  TSN in an ef for t  t o  r e t a i n  armr plated a i r c r a f t  i n  

theater ,  

TSN were disassembled and shipped t o  the CONUS. 

Aircraft 60-0268 f r o m  Phu Cat and 62-&15, and 59-1571 from 

TWO combat configured 

(. 

(.' 

( 
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AVIONICS 

(u) Two (2) Class 1B Modifications tests were completed on HH-53 
, 

aircraft. Modification consisted of installing a 16M/.! motion picture 

camera system. One system was accomplished at 37th ARRSq, RVN, the 

other at 40th ARRSq, Thailand. This modification will greatly im.­

prove the motion picture coverage of SAR missions in SEA. This in­

stallation is portable so it can be changed from one aircraft to 

another wi thin minute s. 

(u) TCTO 1H-53-520 (Installation of Bottom UHF Ant.). The ptU'pose 

of this TCTO is to eliminate periodiC blanking of the UHF radio signals 

while aircraft is traveling outbound from contact station. This is 

caused by interference of the tail section. Additional problems are 

encountered during colJllllWlication with Pararescue men while perforJDing 

SAR missions. All HH-53 I s !It 37 ARRSq ~ 40ARRSq are scheduled to be 

modified. The first aircraft modified was 69-05788 which was started 

at 0700/19 Oct 71. Estimated completion date is 15 Jan 72. 

HH-43 . INFO: QTR. Oct - Dec 71 

(U) .3rd ARRGp 060509Z Nov 71 - one Time Inspection of N' Fuel 

Control Rod for Cracks. Initiated by 3ARRGp when one unit this 

Headquarters found a cracked rod end •. Inspection resulted in one addit-

ional finding. 

(U) Det 13 Phu Cat AS, RVN closed down 15 Nov 71. Aircraft were 

transferred to TSN in an effort to retain armor plated aircratt in 

theater. Aircraft 60-0268 from Phu Cat and 62-451;, and 59-1571 from 

TSN were disassembled and shipped to the CONUS. Two combat configured 
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. -. 

HE-43 helicopters, S.N. 64-17559 and 63-9717 remained a t  TSI?. Personnel 

were relocated either i n  theater or rotated t o  CONUS depending upon 

retainabi l i tg .  

(U) Det 6, Hen Hoa AEi RVN closed and consolidated with Det 14, TSN 

on 15  Dec 7l. Bt 14 becam a 4 a i r c r a f t  detachment a f te r  acceptance of  

HIE-43F S.N. 63-9714 and 63-?716. Personnel were relocated a t  Det 14 TSN 

o r  21 depending upon retainability. Det 14 assumed the responsibil i ty of 

alert  LBR coverage a t  both TSN and Bien Boa on a 24 hour basis. 

(U) TCTO 1%43(H)-593 "Project Pacer Bonze11 completed Oct 71 on a l l  

assigned &43 helicopters, 

more powerful engine T53-LllA in the airframe. 

ignated W 4 3 F  Helicopters. 

various units i n  theater. 

turned to home stations. 

This modification consisted of  ins ta l l ing  a 

A l l  HIE-43's were redes- 

Personnel were utilized on a l'DP basis *om 

Upon C/W the TCTO, personnel and a i r c ra f t  re- 

(; 

( 

23 

HH-43 helicopters, S.N. 64-17559 and 63-9717 remained at TSN. Personnel 

vere relocated either in theater or rotated to CONUS depending upon 

retainabili t-y. 

(U) Det 6, Bien Boa AB RVN closed and consolidated vith Det 14, TSN 

on 15 Dec 71. Det 14 became a 4 sircrai't detachment after acceptance of 

HH-43F S.N. 63-9714 and 63-9716. Personnel vere relocated at Det 14 TSN 

or ZI depending upon retainability. Det 14 assumed the responsibility or 

alert LBR coverage at both TSN and Bien Boa on a 24 ho~ basis. 

(U) TCTO 1So43(H)-593 "Project Pacer BL-onze" completed Oct 71 on all 

assigned HH-43 helicopters. This modification consisted of installing a 

more powerfUl engine T53-L11A in the airframe. .All HH-43's vere redes­

ignated HH-43F Helicopters. Personnel were utilized on a TnY basis from 

various units in theater. Upon C/VI the TOTO, personnel and aircraft re-

turned to home stations. 
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p - P- 

mcRm Bmm Dmm m LossEs ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ' ~ ~ ~ j ~ ~ - ~  

$$'%ring the reporting period one S 5 3 C  a i r c r a f t  was l o s t  t o  

The t o t a l  enemy f i re  w i t h  the  loss of 4 personnel (3KIA and 1 MIA). 

Group aircraft losses is  now 34: 14 HIi-3E1s, 11 HE-WB/F's, 5 HH-53B/Cts 

2 HU-16's and 2 BC-130P's. 

PERSONNEL 

Significant Problems 

(U) During this period the Group experienced no significant problems. 

Awards and Decorations 

(U) There were a t o t a l  of 119 awerds and decorations presented t o  

personnel assigned to the 3ARRGp a d  its units during the quarter. 

Appendix 1 d e t a i l s  these awards and decorations. 

Change of Key Personnel (U) 

Colonel- Warner A. Rritton assumed Comand of 3rd moup during this period. 

replacing Colonel Herbert Leong. 

Colonel Walter J. Riley assumed the posit ion of Deputy Commander replacing 

Colonel Warner A. mitton. 

Captain Lee L. Robert departed this quarter and the Communications Officer 

Posit ion was deleted. 

Roster of Key Personnel 

Colonel Werner A. Eri t ton ' 
Colonel Walter J. Riley, 

L t  Col C a r l  w. Rottmann, 

Commander 

Deputy Commander 

Chief of Operations 

'/-----7 
I 

( ; 

c· ... · / 
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AIRCRAFr BATTLE DAMAGE AND LOSSES 

~During the reporting period one sH-53C aircraft was lost to 

enemy fire with the loss of 4 personnel (.3KlA and 1 MIA). The total 

Group aircraft losses is now 34: 14 lm-3E's, 11 lm-43B/F's, 5 HH-53B/C's 

2 HU-16's and 2 HC-130P's. 

PERSONNEL 

Significant Problems 

(U) During this period the Group experienced no significant problems. 

Awards and Decorations 

(U) There were a total of 119 awards and decorations presented to 

personnel assigned to the 3ARRGp and its units during the quarter. 

Appendix 1 detailil these awards and decorations. 

Change of Key Personnel (U) 

Colonel- Warner A. Britton assumed Command of 3rd Group during this period. 

replacing Colonel Herbert Leong. 

Colonel Walter J. Riley assumed the position of Deputy Co~er replacing 

Colonel Warner A. Britton. 

Captain Lee L. Robert departed ·this quarter and the Communications Officer 

Position was deleted. 

Roster of KeY Personnel 

Colonel Warner A. Britton 

Colonel Walter J. Riley, 

Lt Col Carl W. Rottmann, 

\.~ 
\ 

L J 
Commander 

Deputy Commander 

Chief of Operations 

---.----------------_._---------------- -------------_._------------



L t  Col Paul W. Rudloff, ~7-1 Chief of ncc  
Major Jemes L. Butera, Chief of Standardization 

Officer 

Chief of s a fe ty  

Major Harold R. Ball Jr., 

Major W i l l i a m  F. Lowe, 

Major John F. Vallone, 

.. - . - Information of f icer  I Capt Richard L. Fdller, 

Capt Howard R. Wallace Jr., 

1st L t  P h i l l i p  X. Larsen, I Group Supply Officer 

I i Personnel Officer 

Intell igence Officer 
. ... I 

1st L t  Jerry A. Wright, ' I r 
C I V I C  ACTIONS I 

(U) The 3WGp support of the Viet Hoa orphanage continued during 

this quarter. The Information Officer and SSgt Douglas Denton continued 

the English less ions for the staff of the orphanage and the twice weekly 

visitis were w e l l  supported. I n  addition t h e  croup members provided over 

$350.00 f o r  a Cbristmas Party which included Santa Claus (as  portrayed 

by MSgt Edward Bensen) a banquet feast ,  and toys for  all the children. 

I n  addition there  was over $50.00,leftfbr the orphanage t o  use for  other 

needs. 

f rom home for  use of the children and have donated insec t  repe l lan ts  and 

Members of the %oup also obtained clothes and medicd supplies 

sprays. 

par t ic ipat ion and donations. 

cookies and chewing @;urn. 

Individuals have continued the i r  support of the orphanage by 

Each t r i p  included a dis t r ibu t ion  of candy, 

c) 

()' 

:3ARRGp History Oot - Deo 

Lt Col Paul W. Rudlo£1', 

Major James L. Butera, 

Major Harold R. Ball Jr., 

Major William F. Lowe, 

Major John F. Vallone, 

Capt Riohard L. Fuller, 

Capt Howard R. Wallace Jr., 

1st Lt Phillip K. Larsen, 

1 st Lt Jerry A. Wright, ' 

CIVIC ACTIONS 

-----I 
2$ 

Chief of JRCC 

Chief of standardization 

Group Staff Maintenanoe 
Offioer 

Chief of Safety 

Cbief of Plans 

Information Offioer 

Group Supply Officer 

Personnel Officer 

Intelligenoe Officer 

(u) The :3ARRGp support of tbe Viet Hoa orpbanage continued during 

this quarter. The Information Officer and SSgt Douglas Denton continued 

the English lessions for the staff of the orphanage and the twice weekly 

visitis were well supported. In addition the Group members provided over 

$350.00 for a Christmas Party which included Santa Claus (as portrayed 

by HSgt Edward Bensen) a banquet feast, and toys for all the children. 

In addition there was OVer $50.00,leftfbr the orphanage to use for other 

needs. Hembers of the Group also obtained clothes and medical supplies 

from bome for use of the children and have donated insect repellants and 

sprays. Individuals have continued their support of the orphanage by 

participation and donations. Each trip included a distribution of oandy, 

cookies and chewing gum. 

--, ""-,-----,,""""'''''''''''-'--'''' 
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TRAINING 

26 

OELTELJOB TRAINING 

(U) The Grow OJT Program was rated excellent by the CBPO OJT unit dw- 

ing  the i r  staff assist v i s i t  this quarter. 

r e l a t ive  to training were checked with no discrepancies noted. 

enl is ted personnel assigned, 6 me in up-grade training, none i n  overtime 

or non-productive training status.  

were up-graded this quarter in t h e  group. 3ARRGp including i ts  squadrons 

and detachments has 674 enl is ted assigned u i t h  61 i n  up-grade training, 

with no overtime trainees and 6 non-productive trainees. 

f irst  term SSgt's declining 7 leve l  training. 

GENERAL MILITARY TRAINING 

(U) GM€ f o r  3ARFGp including i ts  squadron and detachments has been waived 

IAW Para ?-9d, AFM 50-15 for combat areas and units supporting combat areas. 

WEIGHTFiD AIRMAN PROMOTION SYSTEM 

(U) The MAPS Program for 38RRGp was also ra ted excellent this reporting 

period. 

GROUP DISASTER PREPAREDNESS PROGRAM 

(U) 

by both 7 th  Bir Force and t he  Base Disaster Preparedness Offices and was 

ALL the current direct ives  

With 41 

(1) One 5 l eve l  and(2) two 7 leve ls  

The six (6) me 

The coup Disaster Preparedness Program was inspected this quarter 

ra ted excellent by both. The purpose of the inspection was to insure 

compliance with AFM 355-1 as supplemented, 377BBWg 355-1, and 377ABWg 

OPLAN 355. 

(U) During this quarter, TSgt Curley A. Smith was the NCO i n  charge of 

the Groupts (OJT) On-The-Job "raining, (WAPS) Weighted Airman Promotion, 

No discrepancies were noted. 

C J  (GMP) General Mili tary l'rainim3 and Disaster Preparedness Programs. 

c) 

() 
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TRAININg 

ON-THE-JOB TRAINING 

UNCLASSifiED 
26 

(11) Tbe GrOUP OJT Program was rated excellent by the CBPO OJT unit dur-

ing their staff assist visit this quarter. All the current direotives 

relative to training were checked with no disorepanoies noted. With 41 

enlisted personnel assigned, 6 are in up-grade training, none in overtime 

or non-produotive training status. (1) One 5 level and(2) two 7 levels 

were up-graded this quarter in the group. 3ARRGp inolUding its sqUadrons 

and detachments has 674 enlisted assigned with 61 in up-grade training, 

with no overtime trainees and 6 non-productive trainees. The six (6) are 

first term SSgt's declining 7 level training. 

GENERAL MILITARY TRAINING 

(11) GMT for 3ARRGp inoluding its squadron and detachments has been waived 

lAW Para 1-9d, AFM 50-15 for combat areas and units supporting oombat areas. 

WEIGHTED AIRMAN PROMOTION SYSTEM 

(u) The WAPS Program for 3ARRGp was also rated exoellent this reporting 

period. 

GROUP DISASTER PREPAREDNESS PROGRAM 

(U) The Group Disaster Preparedness Program vas inspected this quarter 

by both 7th Air Foroe and the Base Disaster Preparedness Offioes and vas 

rated exoellent by both. The purpose of the inspection was to insure 

oomplianoe with AFM 355-1 as supplemented, 377ABWg 355-1, and 377ABWg 

OPLAN 355. No discrepanoies were noted. 

(U) During this quarter, TSgt Curley A. Smith was the NCO in oharge of 

the Group's (OJT) On-The-Job Training, (WAPS) Weighted Airman Promotion, 

(GMT) General Military Training and Disaster Preparedness Programs. 
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SdFETP - 
Flyins; Gro und and Exwlosive Accide nt/Incident Summ arp 

(U) We have continued our airoraf t  accident free record for over 29 

months. The l a s t  a i r c ra f t  accident occurred 13 August 1969 and since 

that date 3rd Group has not experienced a major or  minor f l i g h t  accident. 

This quarter 3rd Group d t s  have reported 17 e i r c r a f t  incidents compared 

t o  7 for the same quarter 1970. 

(U) We experienced two ground accidents this quarter a s  compared t o  

three for the same period 1970. 

one domestic with 2 days l o s t  time and one sports with 2 days l o s t  time. 

(U) We experienced no explosive incidents during this quarter. The 

Both were mil i tary disabling injur ies ;  

same was t rue  for 1970. 

Safety Sur vey Sch edule 

(U) The 39ARRSQ received its anrmal safe ty  survey by a 3rd Group 

consolidated safe ty  team this quarter. 

Summary of 1971 Ac cident/Incident ExDerienCQ 

(U) 3rd k o u p  did not experience any major or minor a i r c r a f t  accidents 

in 1971. The same was true for  1970. 

(U) 3rd Qroup experienced 68 reportable a i r c ra f t  incidents in 1971 

as  compared t o  52 incidents in 1970. 

siderable increase. 

incidents were due t o  the shut down of one engine on our EC-130 aircraft, 

which was not a reportable incident pr ior  t o  April 1971, 

Compared t o  1970 this was a con- 

However, it should be noted tha t  many of these 1971 

(U) 3rd Group experienced two explosive incidents in 1971, the same 

was true for  1970. 

( .. 

c 

c) 
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SAFETY 

FlYing. Ground Bnd Explosiye Accident/Incident Sum!nllry 

(u) We have continued our aircraft accident tree record for over 29 

months. The last aircraft accident occurred 1.3 August 1969 and since 

that date Jrd Group has not experienced a major or minor flight acoident. 

This quarter Jrd Group units have reported 17 airoraft inoidents compared 

to 7 for the same quarter 1970. 

(U) We experienced two ground accidents this quarter as compared to 

three for the same period 1970. Both were military disabling injuries; 

one domestic with 2 days lost time and one sports with 2 days lost time. 

(U) We experienced no explosive inoidents during this quarter. The 

same was true for 1970. 

Safety SurveY Schedule 

(U) The 39ARRSQ received its annual safety survey by a Jrd Group 

consolidated safety team this quarter. 

SUmmary of 1971 Accident/Incident Experience 

(U) Jrd Group did not exPerience any major or minor aircraft accidents 

in 1971. The same was true for 1970. 

(U) Jrd Group experienced 68 rlilportable aircraft incidents in 1971 

as compared to 52 incidents in 1970. Compared to 1970 this was a con­

siderable increase. HOwever, it should be noted that many of these 1971. 

incidents were due to the shut down of one engine on our HC-130 aircraft, 

which was not a reportable incident prior to April 1971. 

(U) 3rd Group experienced two explosive incidents in 1971, the same 

was true for 1970. 

~~~~.~--~---~~~-~-.-- ----.---~-------- ---.-.--------.- ----
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(U) 3rd &oup exprpericnced six reportable ground accidents i n  1971 a t  

a cost  t o  the Air Force of $2,500 a s  compared t o  seven ground accidents 

i n  1970 a t  a cos t  of $61,550. 

Y of Safetv Achievements f o r  1971. 

(U) the year 1971 3ARRGp units flew a t o t a l  of 28,59l, accident 

f r ee  flying hours in three d i f fe ren t  types of a i rc raf t ,  

copters and E-130 fixed wing. 

a i r c r a f t  f l i g h t  accident occurred during which ti- 122,561 hours have 

been flown in the combat a rea  of Southeast Asia. 

two M E  Individual Outstanding Safety Awards were presented t o  &oup pi lots .  

Due t o  the SAdrawdown several  major unit moves and consolidations have 

been completed, a l l  accident free. 

units experienced no fa ta l i t ie ' s ,  reportable government motor vehicle accidents 

or government property damnge i n  1971, all of which were recorded in 1970. 

HH-43, HK.53 heli-  

It has been over 29 months since the last  

One USAF Well Done and 

In  the area of ground safety 3rd Group 

( ... 

( 

( 

U~~lASSIFIED 28 

(U) 3rd Group experienced six reportable ground accidents in 1971 at 

a cost to tbe Air Force ot $2,500 as compared to seven ground accidents 

in 1970 at a cost of $61,550. 

Summary of Sa1'ety Achievements tor 1971. 

(U) During tbe ;?ear 1971 3,ARRGP units flew a total of 28,594 accident 

free flying hours in three different types of aircraft, HH-43, HH-53 heli­

copters and HC-130 fixed wing. It has been over 29 months since the last 

aircraft flight accident occurred during which time 122,561 hours have 

been flown in the combat area of Southeast Asia. One USAF Well Done and 

two MAD Individual Outstanding safety Awards were presented to Group pilots. 

Due to the SEAdrawdown several major unit moves and consolidations have 

been completed, all accident free. In the area of ground safety 3rd Group 

units experienced no fatalities, reportable government motor vehicle accidents 

or government property damage in 1971, all of which were recorded in 1970. 
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