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39th ARRSq History, .irr-Jun lo7
FCREWARD

The format of this Listorv identifies seven major areas agsociated
with scuadren activities., The areas are identified bty chapters and
include Command, Operations, Training/Standardizaﬁion/Safety,'Intelligenca/ |
Security, }hinéenance, Fersonnel/Administration, and Additional Duties,
Although each major =rea is treated independently, this report should
be read through in secuence for greatest continuity. It is suggested
that a rerson rot already fapiiiar with our mission read the selscted
mission narratives tefore beginning the bodf of the hisiory ih order to
acquaint themselves with the type of mission we fly here in SEA.*

Both local and Greenwich time have been used in the histdry.

Lécal time can be derived from Greenwich time by adding:éight:hours to
Greenwich time,

During the reriod of this history, the 39th ARRSq was based at

Cam Ranh Bay Air Base, Republic of -Vietnam as a tenant unit with the-

L483rd Tactical Airlift Wing.

* The mission narratives may be found in the Supporting Documents,

paE:ES 59-—2 ! . '
114 ‘
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] TATS AND CHARTS
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A

¥ar: Location of SiR recoveries. . . .
FHCTCGRATHS
Lt Col Irvin L. Klingenterg, Cormander

Jreditional Ludédhist Elementary School
Constructed by the 39th ARRS

Civie Actions Staff. « « o ¢ v v v v s
JIntermediate Construction Fhase

of Ba MNgoi Buddhist Elementary School
to be completed by mid-iugust., « « « &
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HISCTCH OF THE 39TH ARBSG

The mission o” the 30th jercspace Rescue and Recovery Sguadron
is to search for, locate and assist in the recovery of distressed
rersonnel engased in ccmbat oper-tions in Southeast Asiaj; provide
an Airborne Mission Commander (AMC) when the SAR Task Force (SARTAF)
is deploved; refuel ARRS helicorters during combat recovery and other
SAR missions: and rrovide a ground alert capability (aircraft and crew)

at home station and a forward operating base,

vii
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Chapter I

coxrarn’

Colonel Sidnev M, Spilseth assured his new rank 1 May 1971 and
continued in command of the 3%th ARRSqg until his departure on 18
June 1971, FHis tenure as Commander spanned one of the most interesting
and challenging periods for the 30th. Ilighlights featured the Tuy
Hoa=Cam Ranh move, the Son Tay FOW rescue attempt and a prolonged
reried of oreration with absolute minimum aircraft and personnel
resources. Throughout all of these times "Stoker Lead" led his officers
and men in a truly memorable fashion. It was a distinct pleasure
serving with him and all the Xing men wish him luck and good-fortﬁne
in thﬁ future,

It Col Irvin L. (Roy) Klingenberg, 39th Operatlons Officer, assumed
comm;nd upon Col Spilseth's departure and wint appeared to be an interim
command duty may becone a fu;l_tige Job. For when Lt Col Walter L.
ﬁiley arrived to take over tJ§ reins of command, he was on the new
Colonel's promotion list and Hq ARRS directed him to delay his formal
acceptance of command. We aré_pr;sently waiting a final deciaion'as
to our new cdmmandér, but under either alternative we will acquiré an
outstanding individual,

Distinguished visitors during the quarter were Colonel Franklin R.

Roberts, Director ARRS Maintenance, in mid-April, Colonel Allan Vette,

1. Information for this portlon of the history was supplied by Maj
Jerry J. Felmley, Executive Officer,

T *l“_—..;'-‘-—-r-q SRR
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39th ARRSq {istery, Apgr-dJo-

List ADRWg lepncy Tor Orerstlons, In nv and Peseue Cne, Lrig ten
Frank K. Lverest or in June, e vere rleaded Lo have tiese gentlemen
with us and 2njloved their cosmnny and the oprortunity to discuss our
oreration es well as the future of Rescue,

Generally better stabilitr ‘n verscnnel and aireraft resources
rarked this ruwrter and allowed us » little more time for self-help
rrojfectzs, We still had to live with bvadly deficient vehlicle support
and ouwr enlisted aircrew made reu anotner move (their third singe
arrival at Cam Ranh} so our rrotlems were not ceompletely resolved,
However, we reduced the scope of our Jdilficulties and we worked
hard on the reraining tasks.

COMMANDER'S BIOGRAI'HICAL DATA: Lt Col Klingenberg was born in

Baltimore, Maryland in 1929 and after attending public schools in
that city moved with his family te Linthicum Heights, Maryland

where he attended and gradurted from Glen burnie High Schoel in

1947. He warked for a year as an assistant surveyor before entering
the University of Maryland in 19L5 whe;e he ma jored 1n soclology and
earned an ROTC commission in 1952. His first Air Force dwty was as
Air Police Officer at Bolling FieldAjust rrior to entering pilot
training at Stallings Field, North Carolina. He was awarded lis wings
after completing courses at Reese AFL and James Connally AFE, Texas.
He then flew T-29's at Matiher ATB in suprort of Navigator Training.

A C-119 flying tour followed at Scvlthorpe Royal Air Force Base, England.

2 )
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Tollowed withy Ity flvine Uwis M in Herea. In 1543, Lt Col

Klingenkerg was -assignes ‘o ibhe Lir
A¥3, South Carolina where he first fiew the C-130E transport and then
transitioned to the C-lil Luariiftzr jet transrort. In June 1968, he
entered the Rescue Service throuch schbcling at Zglin AFB, Florida and
went to the 57th ARRS at lajes Field, Azores as Assistant Operations
Cfficer, lie tecame Operations Cfficer in January 1970 and seryed in that
capacity until Janvary 1971 when he was selected to Join the 39th ARRS
at Cam Ranh Bay. He served initially as (jerations Cfficer prier teo
ascuming command on 19 June l??i.
Lt Col Klingenberg is married to the former Ruth Gatchell whom he

met while a student at the University of Maryland. They have three boys
whose ages are 16, 1, and 11. while he is overseas, Mrs. Klingenberg

and the family reside in O'Fallon, Illinois near Scett AFB.

w23 Air Transport Squadron at Charleston

[ ——
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Chapter II - =4 v
OPER&TION57
Rescue missions have shown a cecline dwring THIS CiBTTEY uﬂaigy

due to the onset of the rainy season but King has continued its mission
. |2
of mercy effecting 27 combat and 3 non-combat saves, Ninety per cent

of the missions flown in suprort of a rescue resulted in the recovery

.of distressed rersonnel. Below are listed six typical missions for

this cuarter. It is suggésted thet the reader turn to these narratives

~at this time to accuaint himself with our rost current operations.

DATE MISSION © SAVES PACE
9 Apr Vietnamese Gnd Team 4 Combat : + 59
13 ‘Apr Elade 57 1 Combat ' 62
12 May Charlie Horse 828 3 Combat ' . 6l
2 Jun ~  FFL ' 2 Combat - : 65
4 Jun Covey 504 - 2 Combat ' 63
2 Jun Covey 504 o 2 Combat - 70

The entire squadfon'is dédicated to our mission and it is a matter

-of pride to have partLClpated 1n the recovery of a downed crewman.

Change was the - key word for ‘the Operations Sect:.on during the

'éﬁiéfg*Jf;“bégéﬁéjthéfgciing*Sqﬁaaron”;¢
Commander when Col Sldney h.'sbiiseth rbtéted:iﬁ'aané;“'Lt‘boi'ciarehéé.'

L. Paradis beecame the Oreratlons Officer and Lt Col Ronald J. Soroka

1., Information for thiq portlon of the hiatory was Bupplled by Lt Col
Ronald J. Soraka, Assistant Operations Officer,

2. The number of comb~t saves recorded here may vary from the figures ]
recorded by 3rd /RRGp. The 39 ARFRE claims a save whenever the King bird
is involved with a recovery in srite of the tyre of aireraft making
the actuval pickup. '
3. The mission narrptives mav be found on rages 59-71 .+ + -
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the Assistant Operaticns Officer. A significant number of our most
highly qualified AHC‘B, IP's, and FE's were also last due to rotaticn
and their loss was sorely felt. Incoming bilots were short on rescue

and C-130 exrerience, but lang on enthusiasm and eagerness to learn

_ﬁhe King mission in SEA. The heavy workload imposed on the training

and simulator qection in uprrading AMC's and copilots demanded the
cooreration of all ccncerned and the results obtained were outstanding.
New cqpilots were uppraded in minimun time and quickly made a significant

contribvution to mission accomplishment. A shortage of AMC's and instructor

‘personnel remains a continuing rroblem and regquires the maximum utiliza-

‘tion of those qualified in both mission flying and the upgrade progfam. '

An additional commitment for the squadron was acquired when the

Limited Might Recovery System (LMRS) was employed at Udorn. King crews

"nqﬁ'stand 2l hour alert at Udorn in suppdrt of the HH-53's. All crews
 were required to beéome requalified in night air refueling and this

"uas accomplished under the directlon of haaor Lew1s E. James. A night

air refueling mission is now a quaruerly currency requlrement for aircrawa.
Hannlng in the enllsted alrcrew positlons improved greatly eSpeclally
among the radlo operators.' An aggressive tralnlng hrogram resulted

in minimum time cualification and rermitted the release of four TDY

‘radio operators to their home units,

Vehicles continue to be a tremendous problem., The "fleet! is in-

maintenance ﬁore than out and no additional suppoft frdm_the host base
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haa been replized., It would atvear we will have to continue to live
with = bad situation,
Additional comments on each crew rosition follow.

FILOT ACTIVITIES:L This cuarter saw many changes and new faces in the

rilot. section, Eight of our highly quelified AMC's departed for stateside
assignments and one exrerienced ﬁbnilot. These losses were offset by
eleven new arrivals, six of whom have the qualifications to upgrrde to

AMC and the rerainder are new Uhdergrﬁduate Pilot Training graduates

with very little flying experience. At £he end of June, we lmdllb
qualified AMC)S and‘lb qualified corilots; two of which wére in the

process of upgrading to AMC. Since nine new pilots arrived in June and

" there were still five copilots in training‘for initial qualification, the

simulator has been wnrking'double‘shirts every other day since mid
June.,

The average pilot experience continues to show.a steady decline,

' mostly due to the large number of UPT graduates. From a high average
“or BLLA hours last quprter, the’ average is now only 2815 hours, This

]"ffwill drop even further 1n the next few months.;:-

‘2

The pilot schedulers remawned fairly stable durlng this period
with one excertion, Major John (. Fleck left for a state81de assignment

in May. The schedulers remaining are Faior Edgar C. Benson Jr., Chief

L. Information for thls portion of the. hlqtorv was supplied by Pajor
Edgar C, Benson Jr., Chief Scheduler.

7
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Major Arthur E, Koshak, Major Harcld M. Regele, Mz j Thamas S, Gealta,
and Capt John S. Farmeter,

The schedulers have had a shortage of AMC's to work with during
June, Some of‘this was due to the change in the Udorn rotation which
is now four days instead of-three. In addition, Wwe had five AMC's on

leave in the states at one time, four in conjunction with IRAN deliveries

and pickups.

The outlock for the near future promises a decrease in flying.
experience and a decrease in the total numbgr of qualified AMCt's, The
training reduirements have increased considérably during this quarter
and wiil continue to increase during the next few months,

NAVIGATCR ACTI‘.:'I'I‘IES:5 During the past three months, the naﬂga.t.ion

‘sectidn has enjoyed an ideal manning situation with an average of eighteen

navigators assigned. Two losses and two gains were experienced. Major.

. James' E, Good, the unit standardization navigator has upgraded two.

navigators to instructor status for a’ total of four instructors and

three fiigh£ examiners ag of 30 June 1971,

'“?Cur*ent addxtloral dutv changes and additions for the navigatora ‘

‘finclude Ma*or Patrick J ‘McDonald to Assistant Executive Officer-

Major -James E. Good to unit Standardization Officer; Capt Joel F.
Hancock as Assistant Intelligence Ofticer; Capt James J. Kelly to
Head Awards and Decorations; Capt Charles P. McNeff as Assistant

Scheduling Officer- and Capt Fhilliy H. Nelson as Assistant Training

5. Information for thls portion of the history was Buppliqd by Ma jor
Jimmy H. Sharpe, Chief Navigator.

8
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Mﬁquently the 1nd1v1dual flying time decreaSed sllghtly. The monthly

s averages for the quarter were: | Aprll 86.3; May 87.1%; and June 75, 3.

3%h ARRSa History, Apr-Jvr 1971

Officer, <Cart frtert I, Zemraker was also assigned to training as the
CIC of the Kingz simulater,
The advent of the new recuirement for night air refueling tfaining
has recuired additional twaining and emphaais.be placed on intercept
rendezvous techniques for navigastors, The training has been accomplished -

with outstanding results.

Average flying time for the months of tLhis quarter are: April 71.8;
May 76.1; and June 72.3. |

HADIO OPERATOR ACTIVITIES:6 The radic operators were faced with a eritical
shortage Lut still managed to do an outstanding job. There wére four TDY -
racio operaﬁora to help out; one from Elmendorf A?B,’Alaéka;Atwo frpm‘ |
Woodbridge Aﬁ, England; and one from lajles AB, hzores, Five RD‘sF'
reported in April, two in May, and {ive in June to greatly alleviat?'
the situation, as can be noticed in the drop of average flight tiﬁg.ﬂiA;ih

(April 89.0; May 67.9; and June 59.6)

ENGINEER ACTIVITIES: ! During the period of 1 ¥ar to 30 Jun, the Plight-\j"f" e

Engineer Section finelly received addltlonal personnel PCS and conse- ; '

A total of 6336 7 man hours were flown,’ The enlisted aircrewa were

‘finally moved to air conditloned quarters which was a 1ift to our morale. :

6. Information for this portion of the history was supplied by
Philip W. Jones, NCQIC Radio Operator Section.

7. Information for this portion of the history was quppliad by
Morton D, Ellis, NCOIC Engineer Section. . -

9




2
Kl
i
i
‘1

g ok
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Only one provotion!wuns Teebived o ibgh ¥orfon L, Ellis was rromoted

to SMSgt ard tecame NCITS of the Flicht Englneer Section replacing Magt

Holly V. Keel. MSgt Keel has done an outstanding job since his arrival
last October and will ecntinue as Assistant NCOIC so his t#lents will
not te lost. |

Numerous decorations were received during this period. -Heading the
list was SSgt Sdward H. Tye when he was decorated with the Distinguished
Flying Cross for heroism at Quang Loi, South Vietnam during a pervious
tour;
IOADMASTERS:8 The loss of four loadmasters through normal rotation this
quarter and the arrival of four loadmisters kept the average strength at
sixteen ass 1pned agalnqt an authnmlzation of. seventeen. The Ioadmaeter

Section flew an average of 84,1 hours per assigned 1oédmas£er during the

-quarter,

The morale of all enlisted flying personnel impfo#éd dufing'ﬁhe
guarter duve to the move to a{r conditioned quarters.

All currency renuirementq were accomplished Ground and alr work

-

and one to f;lfht examiner 1oadmaster.

8. Informtion for this section of the history was provided by HSgt

Lawrence Durbin, NCOJC loadmaster Section.

10 é@yzyrg L
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Chapter III

TRAINING/ST4NDARDIZATION /SAFETY

TRAINING:1 During this quarter, the squadron training program was

heavily taxed bty an influx of young pilots and the continuing loee of

our most qualified.Airborne-Miseion Commanders, (AMC's), At the

same time, an influx of twelve fadio‘operators created problees as

there were more who were not misaion qualified than therelwere instructors.
This produced a heavy load on owr simulator since each pilot requires |

a minimum of four'simulator missions and each radio oﬁeratof raquires two.
Capt Rokert L. Rennaker, the new 51mulator 0IC, scheduled and conducted

a very heavy load in a verf eff1c1ent manner providlng the squadron wlth o

a continulng flow of highly quallfied crew members. Capt Phillip H. oo

Nelson was appointed as Assistant S&é:deraihing Officer and l Lt James

S. Bedwell was added to the training'steff; A new procese for control~:

- ling training and standardizatlon recorde was implemented and continued“-

1mprovements in the management and operatlone of the trainlng aection e e

were mde. . |

Electrical shock first aid tralning was conducted by Hajor Drydenl
Chief Aeromedical Services, Cam Ranh an and TSgt Robert H. McPheeters'
conducted scanner technicues classes for our maintenance and crew'chiefr;-

pereonnel.

1. Information for this sectlon of the hlstory was provided by Capt
Phillip H. Nelson, Assistant Scuadron Training Officer. ‘

11
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In this reriod, four copilots and fite pilets were assigned, all
Captains ﬁnd Lieu@enanté. This further decreasedlthe-average.experien:é
level of the squadron'pilots.

Since the test program of the LNRS has begun, the King crewmembers
are now teing requalified in night air refueling. Tre. trainirg Was
tegun in late ‘June under the supervision of Major Lewis E. James. Ail
Airborme Miﬁsion Commanders are recuired at least one night of tréining:
and several potential AMC's sre also being included,

1Quar£erly training éccomplishments can be found in arpendix 5  on

rage __ A1 .

STANDARDIZATION- This nuarter was an extremely buSy one for standardiza—.

tion with numerous fllght evaluations, a visit from the L1st- Standardizatlon

| Team, and a complete turnover of squadron standardlzatlon personnel

The current 39th ARRS Standardization personnel are as follows:

Ma jor Robert A. DeLorenzo Aircrew Standardlzatlon Officer
Ma jor James. 'E. Good Navigator

TSgt Troy W. Hanson . - Flight Engineer

TSgt John J. Martz  ~ . = Radio Operator

TSgt Alin N, Robinson: . - Loadmaster '

vt

During the period 17-21 April 1971 the h1st ARRWg HC—130 Standarﬂ-~m
ization Team performed an alrcrew stan&ardization staff aaaiatance |
vis;t to the 39th AHRSQ. The overall evaluation of the aircrew staﬁdard;
ization propram was excellent, It was also brought'oﬁt that the -
standardization team félt'thnt_the 39th ARRSq crew members ar; the

mest proficient and capable of any unit in ARRS,

2, Information for this section of the history was supplias by Hajor

Robsrt A. Delorenzo. :
. : _ ‘ Y Uf Eln H
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39th AHRSq'History, Apr-Jun 1671

Due to rotaticn_cf_instructor/flight examiner personnel, an
extensive upgrade nrogram wWas necessitated. ?ighteen crewmembere wers
upgraded to instructor/flight examiner during this period. Continued
emphasis was placed on no-notice evaluations and compliance with'A
current directives,

Unit fliéht evaluations over the three month period totaled 82
and are listed in Arpendix # L on page _4LO .

SAF‘E'I"Y:3

- The safetv staff had a complete change over this cuarter. Capt
Rondall E, Skinner took over as Chief of Safety; Capt William H, Hora

as Flying Safety Officer; 1 1t Gary E. Lorenz as Ground Safety Officer;

and Capt John T, Parker II as Exp1081ve Safety Officer.

Dur:ng this perlod, we had 4 aircraft incidents reportable in
accordance with AFR 127-4 and MAC Supplepent thereto' -

1, 0n_30 May 1971, the King 22 aircraft lost the tail cone .
essembly_fron the number'tworengine. This only required one man nour
to return the aircraft to OR. status, but it prompted a one time inepect.ion
of all unit aircraft The tall cone was not recovered. -

_2;: The Klng 26 alrcraft on 30 May 1971 shut an engine down because

' or a prop malrunction caused by failure of the prop valve houeing

governor. The crew made an uneventful engine out 1and1ng back at ‘home base.h
3. On 31 May 1971, another tail cone assembly was lost {same crew,

same aircrart, and same engine). As before, the rart vwas not recovered.

3. Information for this section of the history was rrovided by Capt
William H. Hora, Flying Safety Cfficer.

13
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39th ARRSC Fistory, Apr-dun 1971

Lo Cn 1 Jun 1871, the Kinﬁ “2 aireraft had erratic éng:ne indi-
cations and number three engire was shut down. An uneventful landing
vas then wwrde at Udorn RTAFB.

The safefy office in sgite of the change of personnel has continued
to function nornelly and ccmﬁiete all tasks successfulLy. The squadron
has been maintaining a fine safety staﬂdard and consequently this mkes
ourAwork easier. We continue to brief and are trying to make all our

personnel more safety conscious.
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' 1
1NTELLISENCE/SECURITY

The intelligence penscnnel rermained unchanged during this quarter
with one exception, Cart Rennaker was upgraded to flight examiner navigetor;
Due to his excellent intelligence backgrcund and overall capabilities,
both as 4 navigator and an organizer, he was aprpointed as simulator 0IC.
He was replaced bv Cart James B. Morrow.

On 11 ¥ay, Lt Wripht, the intelligence officer at 3rd Group, paid
us‘a visit. I had left on IRAN two days previously. If I had known
he was coming, I would have delayed my trip,‘but such ls life, The
duty officer was acle.to answer many of his questions.‘ Since thie
was not an inspection, he didntt delve into our rrocedures ae clceely
ee he could have. He made several sugéeetions which we have since
implemented. His visit nesulted in TSgt Willlamson's coming uP‘to
Cam Ranh Ba& for a short TDY period. TSgt Williamson was a welcome -

addition to cur section and gréatly alleviated the burden of admin-

5 ;istratlve work currently performed by our Intel Officer. His performance

'1;fduring hia ahort v1sit was absolutely Outstand*ng and pointed up

our need for a full time Intelligence NCO. This concept would permit
the necessary contnnultv and. organizatlon so vital to our function.
TSgt Williamson is expected to return for a longer perlod of time in

July.

1. lnformation for this sectinn of the history was provided by
¥a jor Bernard G. MeGill, Chie. of Squadron Intelligence Segtion,
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Intelligence Officer/NCO in cux

"'-__':5traff1c through the pa.sses.

We are presently woricing tcwird the addition of a full time

39th ARRSq History, Apr-dun 1971 j

section. He would serve as a liason
between the 39th and the 483rd, with the 483rd assuminghthe duties
presently performed v ihe five additionai duty officers and the Intel-
ligence Officer/NCO insuring that we received the proper intelligence

and also gathering the multitude of special information required by

our mission.

With the advent of the rainy season, the war s become relatively 3

quiet., In t.l"e beginning of t.lr is rerorting period the ma,]orlt.y of the

gctioﬁ in Barrell Roll tcok place arcund Channel 108, The bad guys
consolidated their forces aloeng a ridge line to the northeast of t_he
station and mortar attacks and trecops in contact .(T.IC) Vwe're fhe order
of the day. The friendlies were able to hold their gréund a:id at .the
end of June were mcving cast, meeting only light resistance, I‘l-'.
appears that this will be the best season for the friendlies simce
1967. | . |

~ In the Steel Tiger area, we ha.ve seen a drastic decrease in the

The enemy “tas been worklng furiously, cordorouylng the roads with

Th:.s is due pr:_marily to the rainy aeason. :

logs in order to keep them open and Forward Air Controllers (FACS) have -

feported ags much as nine inches of water étagnating' in some areas.
As the enemy tried tc move their routes further t.o the west to
escape the rains, the area around Muong Phalene became increasingly

active. Four friendly battal’-ns did occupy the town but, were forced

. i
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' 39th ARRS¢ Histery, Arp-tun 1671

; to retreat when the rorers decided they néeded it. The friendlies
withdrew west along route ¢ and regrouved at Dang Hene. At the end of
dune, the tad cuys still have contrbl of Muong I'halene but their Qesié—
tance is wearing fhin.

The Bolivans Tlateau is now completely in control of the bad guys

but the Pathet Lao/North Vietnamese Army (MVA) relations are still strained.

The Fathet lao are teginning to look on the NVA as foreigners trying to
take control of their organization. During the last portion of June, the

King of Laos had a meeting with has cabinet and enjoined the Pathet lao

foreign invaders meaning, of course, the NVA, He also expressed his
(:j‘-( desire that laos forget about trying to remain neutral and ally itself to
South Vietnam, Thailand and the United States. His cabinet was in full

concurrance with his prorosals,

i I am rather disappointed that there is still so much thiikircrAft3+i'iu"”

Artillery (AAA) remaining on the trail in Laos, I felt sure that the

bad guys would pull back their equlpment prior to the rainy Beason. Wb had

“:1 o reports of §TMM being actlve *u=t southeast of the Bollvans firing

" on AC-130 gunshirs on the 2hth and 26th of June.
Activity in Cambodia has ‘increased. Although the period started out
with the majority of the clashes‘(minor for the most part) centered around

! the Chir Plantatlon, in June, the fighting was centered in the. marshlands

o

just to the northeast of }hnom Penh. The bad guys want this area Bo they

will be able to mortar the city. The situation is bacoming;somawhat
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frentie in thet the friendlies haveCd 8vict them befors the rainy season

starts which is within a few weeks. If they are unable to drive them ouf,

the carital will be under the threat of mortar attacks and general
harassment for several ronths.

I am concerned alLout the reports that are trickling in about the
large caches of the enemy equipment and supplies iooated in the Elephent
Mountains in western Cambodia. Tnis is wsually the prelude to a large
scale enemy offensive. All we need next dry season is a full scale.war
in Cambodia.

Thailand remains stable. There are some clashes up in the north 'in
the viecinity south of the Chi Cor Road, involving Thais and PL/NVA forces.
I would imagine that the Thais.are becomlng more and more apprehensive as
the Chi Com Road arrroaches their border.

The war in country (Vietnam} has been relatively qeiet eicept for
¥ilitary Region I in the north. The area just eonth of_the.DMZ hae
caught hell for the entire reporting perlod Mortar attacks haieloccnrred
several times a day. The areas around Quanp Tri and DaNang have received

several heavv morter attacks. Although Milltary Reglon 2 (MR 2) hae been

relatively quiet there ‘have been eeveral TIG‘S northwest of Tuy Hoa.'?
There is alsc the continuing threat of 122MM rocket attacks on Gam Ranh
Bay. Dak To and Plelku had some pretty good battles in thelr area in
Aprll and May, however, these areas have been quiet for the most part in
June. There have been several clashes in MR 3 and 4, however terrorist
attacks seem to take up most of the gomers time in these regions.
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The end of June marked the arpéarance of the Limited Night Recovery

System in SEA. The Jolly Creens and the King birds have begun training
in tﬁe fystem at Udorn. While it'nay have some drawbacks, especially in:
a hostile.envifbnment, it is a ster in the right direction and I am

sure that eventuslly it will be a welcome addition to ourA“bag of tricks,"
SECURITY:2 The security section saw a change of administration dufing

this cuarter., 1 Lt Cary E. Lorenz was promoted to Chief Security Officer

and 1 It Jeffrey A. Howlett has been aprointed his assistant.: The normal

but vital functions pf Safeguarding all classified material were accomplished
through daily classifying and declassifying‘operations'ﬁnd anloveréll

check was made by taking inventory of all documents under our control.

The check showed that our security.procedures are'working well and that

5 A
S
—_

C

tﬁe daily accounting is acéomplishing a proper safeguafd. 'ngt Samuel
M. Hamilton has continued to monitor our aquadron claséified éafes'in
an outstanding manner,
As has always been our prpchﬁre, each new man coming into the
squadron was glven a‘securit;‘tes; to familiarize him witﬁ the regulationa

' pertaining to security.

K 2. Information for this section of the history was supplied by
1 Lt Jeffrey A. Howlett, Assi: ant Security Qfficer,
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Charter V

1
MATINTENANCE

Fiscal year 1971 has ended and our Staff Maintenance Officer,

Cart Dan L. Tavlor departed being replaced by Capt Thomas M, Thomﬁéon.
The accomplishments of the maintenance section during this cuarter

have been varied but trying times have continued.- While certain goals
were achigved, many of the frustrating shortcomings remaih in the
squadron. ‘The number of ‘aireraft availaile daily remained low through- .
out the quarter and impacted mission capaﬁility to the point ;nat'during‘
the afternoon, we were often without an alert aircraft at Cam Ranh Bay.
Due to the late output of aircraft 66-994 from IRAN, and the need to
accompliah T 0. 1C-130~817, an additional alrcraft wa.s requested but

the request was disapproved by the 41 ARRWg.

The maintenance men worked very hard to get the mosf‘from fhe
assets ‘avallable and as a result, the followjng iﬁpfovémenté and
accompliahments were made: | - | . _

1. The 3Sth rot an adﬂltlonal room in bulldlng 203 for the.'; |
Organizational Ma:ntenance Branch (OMB) office and aircraft bench stock

2; The unsntisfactory and unsightly trailer that uqs being used
by OME was renoved from the squadron area. ' -

3. Coordination has recentiy been completed with DET 2, 83& Alr

1. Information fof‘this section of the history was supplied by
Capt Thomas M, Thompson, Maintenance O0fficer.

20
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Division for an additicns . raps in Yrilding 203, This room will be:
occuried bv Fleld Mainternnce “uw arvisiecn and rropeller, enginé,
hydraulic, mechanicrl rceessories =n inflight refueling s;ecihliéts.

4, The Aerosrace Ground Zouirment (LGE) specialists will move
into the Corresion Control Shor elirinating the need for a separaté
AGE maintenance Tacility, |

>+ The Corrosion Control Snor continued its painting program ﬁn
all AGE ecuipment and. many comrliments have Leen received from various
levels of command.

6. Even theough criticalily short of aircraft, nol one fragged
mission was drovred during this quaiter, This alone reflects the

PRIDE of every man who works on the King birds.

7. Cn time launch relizbility has been outstanding.

- 8. Two King HC130P aircraft are approaching 6000 hours totalitime -

which is ancther testimonv to the pood work of the King fixers,
9. Operational Yaintenance Section (OMS) is working on a self -

help project to comylete their office,

essential eouipment is on hand,

The avionics facility has been cancelled and there are no current

plané.or'rrograms to develor another facility at the present time.

‘Shortage of funds and the large work backlog in a.l the Base Civil

Engineers shors brought about  _oritorium on all work orders

21

.10, The 780 Section is now in top notch order and the plan to SRR

‘iéar down the building is being held in abeyance. All required mission
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nOtiPr‘Or‘uV I; therefare, the work order for the girconditioning has not
been acted uron and wiil have Lo be Justlfied next'quarter.

The Mainienance fection rrovided alrcraft in sﬁpport of 5393 flying
hours during this quarter. The average number of aircraft possessed
was 8,6 corrared to 8.7 for last guarter; average NORS rate was 1.6%
conpared to B.Li; airers ft NORM rate was 15.9% compared to l?.B%;
Man Hours/Flying Hour exfﬁnditure was 4.6 compared to.12.3.2 Three
aircraft were inrut to6 IRAN and two of these were input to Center
Wing Modificatien. A large numter of manh@urs were exrended reconditioning
aireraft interiors and peneral cleaning nind a program of education and
arrlication of the rrinciples of Maintenance Data Collection (MDC):
was ctarted so that a more accurate and reallstlc documentation was
obtained, There were an average of 14 canniballzation'actions rer month
far such items as T.D. Amp, C-12 Compass, GyrpAand'Aﬁp; RTBSé, and'
pressure controllefs. - R

Overall mannlng was Gl.A% during this quarter with a lOO% turnover.
Manning in the Infllght Hefuellng {IFR) bection was boosted to 1001 7

Dot

with the arrival of gt Billy Bunch. . The mannlng 1n thefAlelF‘AFSC

1mproved significantly wlth further 1mprovement seen 1n the near future.

The Jet englne shop lost three 7-level techn1c1pns Lefore thelr replacements

arrived and TDY assistance was nécessary and w1ll c0nt1nue for approximately

60 days. AGE manning was critical throughout the quarter with a low of 25%.

2, Flease refer to Aprendix _8 on page _L4 for additional information.

22 . ) ﬂ




. PRI
b e et Laado e

PR ) S e kL Al W s T F G hhe i ek il e v AR L i ,nmwmmw. o R b ) s . i e 7. gty A 192

39th ARRSq History, Apr-Jun 1971

The FOD program has contlnuad in an outstanding xmnner. The .

39th has one of the cleanest ramp areas on the tase. This is primarily

because of the "pick it up" attitude of all maintenance peraonnel.

Safety has been outstanding in both the shopﬂ and on the fligl'.rt o

line; Checklists and safety inspeétions are‘utilized dail& and all
supervisors brief safety at roll call, |

TSgt Jerrr D, Tatﬁm was assigned as the new Trainiﬁg NCOIC and

is well versed in all asrects of his job. The OJT programfis showing

outstanding reéults. There were no overtime trainees during thia
quarter, The large numkber of three level fllghtline personnel are
proceeding on or ahead of thelr training schedules.

3%th Maintenance has had a difficult quarter due mainly to tha

shortage of aircraft uhlch were in IRAN or the- Center Wing Hodirication

Facility but the accompllshments nade in spite of this uare great and

reflect the pride we have in oup mission.
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It is a pleasure to note that SSgt Baskett and 5Sgt. Taylor perromed in
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Chapter VI

FERSONMEL/ADMINISTRATION'

In spite of many p‘ers‘onngl changes, the 39th ARRSq Pdraonnei '
and Adminiét.ration Section continued to operat';e in an excellent namdér.
Capt Johﬁ C. Thomas #as appointed Squadron Administration/Personnel
Officer after the reassignment oi"'!-!aj 'Bruc.:e J. Host, SSgt Henry R.:
Basket;t continued to handle the responsibilities of Chief Clerk, His
new assistants were SSgt David P, Taylor, Asst Chief Clerk; SSgt Alfred
N Watts P.erﬁdnnal, AlC Roger R. Faucher, Publicatlons Management ;
Amn Glynn Miller, Typist. It is dignificant to point out that during

this period the aquadron lost three very experlenced administrative

specialiat.s and repla.ced them w1t.h less experiencead people. This

placed a great workload on 55gt Baskett and SSgt Taylor due t.o the

OJT. requirements baing added to the regular operationa of thn section. '

an exemplary mnner.‘ Their dedicat:.on plus the cooperation of a.'Ll

personnel involved made thls i;ransit.ion period much easier 'bhan would. ‘

otherwise have been" {.
Speciflc achievements during this period were t-he processing or over

180 THY orders and the process:.ng of over 120 personnol. : Also t.ho parson.pel

Lo

manning problems continued to requ::.re the immediate attention of SSgt Hatts. +

Through his dedication and rapport with the host CBPO and the 3rd ARRGp,

1. Information for this section of the History was provided by Capt. John
c. Thomas ’ Squadron Adminiet.ration/?ersamel Officer,
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: the Air Force and ite policiee. Thie program did much to encourage 7oung
“ officere to coneider an Air_Force career more cloeely Thie qparter ea

Jthe‘end of the “Palace Ieader" 'Falace Gold" and “Identification of-'

‘decided to reenliet and one officer withdrew hie reeignation.. -
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39th ARRSq Histery, Apr-Jun 1971
many or these rroblems were solved before they became too seriocus,

. The Executive Office continued to operate in.aa efficient manner
under.the leadership of Maj Jerry-J. Feimiey and hie assistants, Maj
Stephen E; Katz and Maj Patrick J. McDonald. Hanagement of the OER and
AFR programs continued to be a heavy workload within the Exscutive Office. ‘.7
This squadron did not have any late CER's or AFR's, and the host CBPO ﬁ
complimented the 39th ARRSq on the high fuality of its performance
reports, |

Also highlighting this past three months was the visit of Brigadier
General Frank K. Everest Jr., Commander ARRS;.te the 39th ARRSq. A new
equadron briefing was developed through the efforts of Maj McDonald, and S
the Exscutive Office coordinated all the details of General Bverest's - e
vieit. ) q" -

The Career Motivation and 00unselling Program ie an important part =;;L?f3

of the Exncutive Ofricer'e duties. Maj Felmley counselled ‘three offiCera

and had informal talks with many other officers who had queetions about

-\, sh .,( - \ \,\u E - !

Fotentidl Roenlistees” command projects, Durins theee programn, 28 airmen w-”

) SHSgt Arthur W. Austin Jr. continued to perform hie dutiea as Firet. iy

Sergeant in a commendable manner, His firm- but rair handling of diecipline

i:probleme earned him the respect of his NCO's and airmen. He aleo coordinated _ﬁ7‘

r
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the movihg of Lhe enlisted aircrew personnel ﬁwice within a period of
less thah a month, His cheerfui aprroach to hi$ responsibilities has
aided in the rarport he has with his personnel.

In summary, the Executive Office and Orderly Room and all personnel
working in them performed very admirably. Their performance and the results
they obtained are highly cormendable, considering the difficult conditions l

they had to work under,

26
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.Chapter VII

ADDITIO I\‘Al. DUTIES

VEHICLE CONTROL:' The 35th ARRE has 12 vehicles authorized and 12

assigned, Sevénty—five rer-cent of the vehicles are 1966-67 models.‘
ﬂheﬁ all vehicles are in commission, we have enough,transporﬁation to
accomplish our mission with the exceftion of crew transportation. We
are plagued basically with two problems: - |

l. . Unsuitable vehicles for crew transportation.

2. 0ld vehicles that are constantly breaking down.

We have had only one vehicle for crew transportatién, (6789967)
a 1967 moael'me£ro siep van. This vehicle has a badly worn front su;;
pension and very loose steering. Even though it has been repaired for -
these discrepanéies three times in the last four months, there hgs been
verj little improvement. The motorpool has spent 407.. hburé-u@rkiné on
it in calendar year 1971 It is cdmpletely rusted throﬁgh iﬁ fhe rodf  l
. area and above the w1ndshield and it is in such poor condition that it
;ﬂfcannot be painted wlthout major restoratlon of the body metal.f The
:ﬁ;seating arrangenent is also 1nadequate for the six to ten’ crewmemberaf
we use on our aircraft. | |

The secondary wehicle, another 1967 metro step van (67399hh) has
been in‘the Vehicle Down for Parts lot during the eﬁtire.ﬁonth,éf Juﬁe;

When it was returned it still had the following ma jor diScrepaﬁcies?

1. Information for this aectlon of the history was supplied by Hajor
Thomas S, Gealta, Vehicles Control Officer. .
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1. No trakes

2. large radiator lesk.

‘ 3. Engine would not start vith gewr shift lever in mark rosition.
L. Very poor steering.
Th*s vehicle had a front wheel come off while driving the alert

crew Lo the airerift. We were lucky no injuries were sustained. The

vehicle has been in the shop 583.5 hours in the last six mbnths-and

also has tody rust as bad as the other step van. The front suspension is
very wbrn and it becomes very difficult to control with nine'crewmembera
and their egquirment on Loard,

The remaining possessed vehicles are composed of various old six o

M
s
Pt

paséenger vick-up trucks and older step vans. The step vans are so worn ?:
that they are used exclusively for maintenance personnel to transport A
; rarts and tools for short. distances. The pick-up trucks are used for nl
i | distribution runs and to transrort officer personmel to aﬁd from work;

. ‘normally ten to twenty reoplel,

In the last =ix months, we have attemrted to Bolva this problem 5

C

in the followlng wavs:

n:i; The motor pool has been contacted and made aware of our needa,

but dus to the Vietnamization program, all newer vehlcleslgnd vehicles in

very good condition have been delivered to the South Vietnamese Army and

Air Force. The squadron vehicles were in too poor éondition to make any -

trades for more sultable equipment.
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‘:extra miles when the other vehlclea break down. Consequently va

;rotate all our vehicles to provide the safest one ror crew transport

- ¢1vIC ACTIONS-Z: The squadron's civ1c action program was quite activo |
" this quarter. The main project undertaken by Capt John Pletcher and hia =

3. Tnformation for this section of the history was Supplied bY Capt L
- *John P. Pletcher Jr., Civic Actions Officer. R
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2. The totermool gave the squadron a very high priérity at thﬁ
maintenance sher to facilitate having the vehlcles tepaired;.unfortﬁnatelf,.
they break down very frequently. |

3. We have contacted the Base Comrander and the Wlng Commander with
requests for vehicle reclacement based on the unsafe and nnreparable }{
condition of the aircrew transport vehicle. As a result, the squadron
was given a 29 passenger bus for a short pefiod which wae an outstanéing
replacemgnt. After one week of use, the bus was retrieved by the

motorpool and given to the Vietnamese.

4. Through self help programs, many squadron msmbers havu apcnt ERRRE J5¥

long hours trying to assist thp motorpool in repairing the vahicles and
I.
making them as safe as possible. As a result of this attontion, the

vehioles are at least runnlng a maJorlty of the timﬁ but remain
essentially unsafe for the amount of use they receive.‘itr o

5. The crew transportation vehicle covers 203 miles daily'plus

v

In lummary, the uquadron is tasked with a very large ranaportati,

requirement and has been given inadeouate and very worn equﬂ;nnnt to .fieL

accomplish it.

':‘ o
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asaistants, 1 Lt William G. Barker and A1C Paul l!. ﬂhite was tha con~=.
struction of a seven room school for the Buddhlst commnnlty in B, Ngoi;‘
headed by Trich Tri Tong. Although the project was first conaidered-f
last November and most of the designing, cdet estimates and ordering
of materials was accomplished early this year, the actual constrnctinn

took place this quarter due to a lon,g wait for needed const.ruc‘t.ion

materials, espscially cement., As of 30 Jun, five of the clasaroom

were complete except for some final touches, and the other two still

needed a roof and a floor which were st.:l.ll under conatruct:l.on. T!‘ich-’"ri 3

AWARDS AND m‘.i.'JORA'l'IONSz3 During this qmrter, tha Awards a.nd Decorat.iona;ﬂ_
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a hizh level o leuicaticn and yrcfessionalism. In between flights into

hostile ierritory uncer threat of anti-aircraft fire and within EIG range,

the officers o LYe ALD section conbtinued in their efforts so that the

ceritorious achieverents of the 39tk ARRS will not go unnoticed. Under

the comretent leadershir of Major David J. Schnegelberger, the A&D section

demonstrated such attention to detail, courtesy and meticulous adherence

to administrative rrocedures, timt it served as an example for the rest

of the squadron.

During the ruarter, the A%D section rrocessed and forwarded the

recosmendation for the DPresidential Unit Citation for the herolc actions

of the 39th ARRS during the th Tay ¥CW Camp Raid., Also inform&tionf

was forwarded for ithe Qutstanding Unit Award for the caler_xdar.:,{ear 1970.

There are rurors that the squadren has been put in for the Vietnamese

for which awards are being submitted are" the heroic Son Tay raidars
whose Sllver otars vere dlsa proved are being Qubmltted for the DFC-
secondly, Capt Hoover and hls crew whose faultless actlons in the face

of immediate 'danger Wthh threatened thelr 11ves and nearly destroyed

‘Cross of Gallantry also. Among the outstanding individual accomplishments_

thelr aircraft when the1r engine staruer blew up are belng submitted for ‘

nearly a ?:ve month walt, the Slkorsky Winged "S" awards for the two
crews who particirated in the Son Tay FOW Camp Raid,

It was with great renorse that the A&D section said-goodby_to ite
leader, Major Sohnegeloergéf, whose outstanding leadership 'has oeen ohe

' m
31 . repeataSinel . n - EJ:’\,S;

the Air Force Commendation Redal{ and finally trg section‘recéived, after
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rrime motivatioﬁ-for'the outsﬁanding rorale of the section. He continued
working and serving the squadron until the very end.- Despite this loss,
the section has feboundéd.under the able leadership of its new head,

Cart James J. Kelly, who promises that the section will continue its..
outstanding service,

EQE:L During this quarter, thirty-one peorle from phe squadron took

RAR. Sydﬁey, Australia was the rost popular sight and was visited by 14,
The rénnining sights, Hawaii, Tairei, and Bangkok were visited by 11,

5, and 1 persons respectively.

The base R&R officer has bveen very bhelpful in handling all proBlems

“and special requests, A new program now allows people to combine a week

of leave with their week of R&R for those going to Hawaii. Once in
Hawaii, servicemen are ﬁermitted to flylto the atates‘if they havé a:
confirmed foun& trip ticket for.their return to Hawaii.

R&R continues ta be a great rorale builder offering a very needed
and deserved break from the war.'.Froblgms in the pﬁét have been ‘

negligible and I anticirete none in the future,

4. Information for this section of the history was supplied by 1 Lt

‘James S. Bedwell, R&R Officer.-
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