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37TH ARRSQ HiSTORY, 1 APRIL - 30 JUNE 1972

LT\COL STEPHEN L, SUTTON

Lt Col Sutton was born in 1932 in Los Angeles, California, where
he attended University High School and UCLA, In 1955, he graduated
from UCLA with a Bachelor of Arts degree in Political Geogréphy,
was awarded an AFROTC commission as & Second Lieutenant, and he
entered the USAF pilot training program. Lt Col Sutton attended
Primary Pilot Training at Marana Air Base, Arizona, and then Basic
Pilot Training at Vance Air Force Base, Oklahoma, where he flew
T?28 and 3:25 alrcraft and gradusted in-1956, He then received
helicooter training fn the Hj13 and H:l9 aircraft at Randolph AFB,
fexas.

In early 1957 he was assigned to the 475th Fighter Group, Air
Defense Command, in Minneapolis, Minnesota. He flew H~f9‘s in
support of local base rescue, manned batloon, and high altitude
instrument recovery missions. Before teaving this assfgnment for
Séuadron O0fflcer School, Alabama, Lt Col Sutton was nominated for
the Ten Outstanding Young Men of the Year in the United States

—

Award for his work in public relations in the Minneapolis-St Paul
area.

in 1959, following three months at Squadron Officer §th001, Lt
Col Sutton served for about 11 months as an Operations and Safety
Officer at Stoux City Air Base, lowa, He was then selected as one
of thréé pilots from the Air Defense Command to test fly the then

new H-L3 rescue helicopter in the Category |l and 11! checkout and

accentance nrogr>ms at the Edwards Flight Test Center, Catifornia.
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From Edwards, Lt Col Sutton was assigned to Oxnard AFB, Cali-

" fornia, where he flew H-19, C-47, and T-33 aircraft, While at

Oxnard for nearly four years, he was Operations Officer at

sauadron and group levels, Chief of MissiléjNuclear Safety, 0OIC
of the Air Munitions Branch, and Commander, Consolidated Mainte:
nance Squadron. At nights and on weekends he traveled for two
years to and from UCLA, 75 miles from Oxnard, in.order to earn
his Master of Arts degree in Political Geography.

In 1964, Lt Col Sutton was selected for the Air Command and
Staff College. He gained valuable experience at the school and as
an excHange student officer with the Canadian Air Force that led
to his next assignment to the United States Military Group, Managua,
Nicaragua, Before proceeding overseas, both he and his wife attended
and graduated from the six month Spanish language course of the De:
fense Language Institute, Arlington, Virginia. !n Nicaraqua, Lt
Col Sutton worked as Operations Advisor to the Nicaraguan Air Force )
and flew regularly with their pilots. He also worked in admihistering
the Military Assistance Program.

In 1967, Lt Col Sutton was assigned as Assistant Professor of
Aerospace Studies at UCLA where he remained for nearly four vears,
Here he taught leadership and management to the senior classes, ré:
nresented the USAF at Academic Senate meetings, and spoke to numerous

—

civic organizations on the USAF mission, He was elevated to Asso-

——

ciate Professor after two years and during his off-duty time he

nearly completed all of the requirements for his PHD in inter-

national Comparative Education,




——

In August 1971, Lt Col Sutton attended the HH-53 training course

ac HiT1 AFB, Utah, after being separated from helicopters for nearly

ten years, He was initially assigned to the 40th ARRSq, Nakon

Phanom, Thailand, but upon arrival fround that he had been reassigned

to the 37th ARRSa, DaNang, South Vietnam, Shortly after arriving at
the 27th on 16 February 1972, he was appointed Operations Officer.
On 2 June 1972, he replaced Lt Col William M, Harris [V, as the

~ Commander.
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'MI'SSTON
The mission of the 37 ARRSQ.is to ope

rate and maintain search

and rescue equipment to samrch for, locate and recover personnel

downed in the accomplishment of tactical operations.

are dTrectéd by 3rd Aercaspace Rescue and Recovery Group and up until

17 June 1972 by Operation Location 1 (OL-A) with a call sign of

Queen, which is located at Monkey Mountain near DaNang Airfield.

On 17 June 1972 "Jack', located at NKP, Royal Thai Air Force Base,

Thailand, became the RCC for the DaNang Sector. The 37 ARRSQ is

located Tn Bulldings 1722 and- 1723 on the

runway’,
RESOQURCES'

Durinthhis quarter the Commanders of the 37th ARRSQ have been:

west side of the Da Nang

Lt Col Willlam M. Harris 1V, SUNSEENNEER®. ' Apr 72 - 1 Jun 72,

Lt Cot Stephen L. Sutton, ~,

Other'ﬁey Personnel In the Squadron Were:

Executive Offlicer

2 Jun 72 - 30 Jun 72,

Ist Lt-John W, Kalp

1 Apr-- 30 Jun 72

Operations Officer
Administrative Officer
Maintenance 0fficer

Sauadron Safety Officer

Major Jackson K., Scott Jr.
1 Apr-= 30 June 72

Ist Lt-John W, Kalp
T Apr-= 30 Jun 72

Capt Thomas M, Gﬁchran

1 Apr = 30 Jun 72

Capt Dmvid E, Mullenix
1 Apr = 30 June 72

These missions
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OPERATIONS AND TRAINING
.QPERATIONS

e

Two HH-53's on Alpha Alert were cocked for a 15 minute response
and two additional aircraft (Bravo Alert) were standing by for a
LS minute res&bnse during daylight hours, After sunset, the
"Alpha aircraft and crews maintained the capabiiity for a 45 minute
response for feet wet: pick ups.

The squadron has also compiied with the annual flying require:
ments and check fiights as outiined in AF@*60:W and AFM Sﬂ:h,

Operational data for the seccnd quarter of 1972 is as folTows:

| APRIL MAY  JUNE  'TOTAL:
Flying hours 236.1 24,3 224.5 704,9
Sorties : 90 . . 116 97 303
SAR hours 1337 . - 69,2 64,2 2671
SAR sorties 52 27 30 109
Combat Saveés” 6 137 6 149 ‘
Non?C@mbat Saves 0 0 AU 0

We Jost one HH-53"on 6 Apr due to hostile fire near Quang Tri,-

RVN., ATl crewnmembers were kiiled in action: Capt Peter Chapman,
st Lt.J@hn Call, TSgt Roy Prater, TSgt Allen Avery, and Sgt
Wiliiam Pearson,

In addition, aircraft 69j5788 was transferred to the 4OARRS
on 4 Apr 72.

bur?ng this period, we have stepped up attempts to coordinate
our activities with other units in SEA which may become involved

in search and rescue. One SAR conference was held at Ud@fn to
6




iron-out varticular nroblems. Also, briefings were conducted with
HCj7 aboard the USS Midway, a Centaur unit operating out of Tan
Me, and the Jungle Survival School at Clark, All of these brief:
ings were designed to familiarize other units with our capabi?i:
ties during the briefing at PJSS,

Due to an acute manpower shortage, a reorganization of the
ovoerations function was necessitated, Several additional duties
were consol idated and inciuded in the duties of the several as:
sistant operations officers, Among these are training, scheduling
and security.

TRAINING

Thf; has been a particularly heavy period for training. The
sauadron has had almost an 80% change over in personnel since 1
Aoril, Also four pilots and several PJ's have come in TDY, This
has put a strain on the training program,

L)

The following is a synopsis of upgrades during this gquarter.

FE 1 FEFE 1 FERS I
P 2 | FE 2 IRS 3
AC 5 FE b RS I
FP 0
CP 0O

We will stil! continue to be hurt by a Tack of suitable train-
ing areas, Due to the local combat situation, the only feasible
place to do tactical work is the high pad on Monkey Mountain and

that area . is not ideal,

'
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MAINTENANCE
At the beginning of the fourth guarter of Fiscal Year 1972 the
37 ARAS had an assigned aircraft force of eight HH=53C!s and two
Hﬁzh?F's. On &4 Appil 1972 HH:SEC 69:@5788 was transferred to the
K0 ARRS at Nakon Phanom, Thailand, On 6 April 1972 HH-53C 68-
10365 was destroyed by hostile fire while on a search and rescue

mission,

A total of 1325k possessed hours for HH-53C alrcraft and 434k hours

—

for the HH-h3F were recorded during the quarter. Maintenance made

—

available 9533.8 hours of HHM-53C in-commission time and 2649, 3

—_

HH-b3F in-commission time for an average operatignal ready rate of

71.9% and 61.0% respectively, L

—

Curing this period the Quality Control and Evaluation section perw

formed 295 inspections resulting in s 88.8% average rating, which.

is satisfactory.

Following the Horth Vietnamese offensive on 30 March 1972, the

‘maintenance workload was greatly increased, The maximum number of

aircraft had to be made ready daily for search and rescue missions,
On T May 1972, five of the six HH:53C"3 were Jaunched and flown

to Quang Tri City, RVN to rescue 129 U,5, Advisors for the largest
single rescue mission in SEA,

A total of nine HHZBBCfs received battle damage during this quarter.
Cue to untiring efforts and devotion to duty of the maintenance

personnel all of these aircraft were returrned to an in-commission
8
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status in an absolute minimum -of time,

During the quarter there were several changes in Maintenance

ay

Supervisory positions due to the departure and arrival. of person-

nel, The following 1ist indicates the position, the individual

who departed and the individual who arrived.

POSI'TION DEPARTED
Maintenance Superintendent  SMSgt Champion
Organizatianaﬂ Maint, Supt., SMSgt Champion
NCOIC Qualiity Control SMSgt Klug
NCOIC Tra?niﬁg Controf TSgt Carlson

ARRIVED

CMSgt Morris

SMSgt Hemersbach

SMSgt Coffelt
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-ADMINISTRAT ION

Al though no distinguished visitors were hosted by the 37th ARRSq
this auarter, we have been extremely busy due to the_partial phase
down:of the unit., With only three clerks in the orderly room this
has Dresentéd a probiem, However, under the excellent'hanagement
of our new chief clerk, SSgt Thomas E. Britt, we have béén able

to cope with the overload of paperwork. Centra?ization.and.effé:
ciency are still the key words in the administration bréhch.

Durfng this period OER/APR section was headed by Captain Donald

A. Sutton unti] the arrival of Cabta n John F, Bridges on 20 May

“72. During the changeover period and when the rapid reduction:of

versonnel reauired numerous APR's and LOE's, the delinquent rate

was oniy - 1%. Under Captain Bridges's supervision an entirely new

system has been initiated to ensure that all OER/APR!s are sub-

mitted on time and in correct format. During this quarter aporo-~

ximately 75 OER's and APR!s have been processed,

10
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. PERSONNEL
Our average manning Tevel this ﬁuarter was 89%, We are presently
Manned at 98% as of 30 June-1972; this percentage will be about
the same for the end of July. We are authorized 120 enlisted
men and we have 12k, We have 23 officers assigned against 30
authorized. Action has been taken to aid our shortages,

Manning in AFSC 751X0 has been In a critical fix since April.
At the nresent time there is mo.one in this position, but there
is an inbound scheduled for September,

Aifcrew manning has drooped this duarter. Pilot manning is
aown to 77% due to TDY losses and DEROS's; improvement is expected
bv the end:.of July., At the end of this auarter, we had six f]ight
engineers against an authorized 9. Pararescue manning, A923X0
AFSC, is down to.9 assigned against 18 authorized:; TDY hélp
arrived which has helned out considerably, but help will be rér
nuired Tn the coming éuarter.

The following is a breakdown ¢f the squadron manning by AFSC

at the end of the quarter,

AFSC RUOTHORIZED SSIGNED % _MANNED
10090 R ] 100
271 X0 i 2 | 200
301 X0 0 0 0
a0rxt 0 0 0
225X Iy 5 125

17
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AFSC
328X0
228 X1
18Xk
39R94
39150A
K921 X2
L7 X3
k92X
h?vxnc
AL3i1XnC
427191
532X0
162 X0
RING)
535Xn
645X
702%X0
751X2
A923Xn
1432108
102XF
AB37X0B
hook.
702

AUTHORI'ZED

A

5
2
0

—d

VORI |

N AR

18

18

12

ASS |GNED

125
100
133
100
100
‘100
100
130
66
125
100
133
66
100
ko
300

50
100

77

83
200
100
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- AWARDS 'AND ‘DECORAT I'ONS.

During this quarter the following decorations

for =amoroval:
Air Force Cross . . .

Siiver Star . . . . .

v

*

L]

DistTnguished Flying Cross.

Bronre Star Medal ., .

Alr Medal . ., . . , .

Commendation Medal., . . . ..

4

*

*

)

L]

During this quarter the following

Distinguished Fiying Lross.

Bronre Star Med ail., .

Air Medal ., ., . . . .

Commendation Medal, ..

Purpie Heart, . . . ..

4

4
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were submitted

L

were awarded:
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26
38
19
77

26

84




MISSIGN NARRATIVES

This auarter the 37th ARRSg was involved in nine successful
combat SAR's, The squadron picked up 143 peonle in these

nine SAR's, One aircraft and crew were Jost due to intense enemy
ground fire.

SAR activity began.on 2 Apr 72 when an EB:56, call sign Bat 21,
was downed just north of Cam Lo, RVN., Radio contact was esta?
biished with one survivor and the SAR for Bat 21B began., 0On 3
Aeril Jolly Green 65 and 66 attempted a pick up, but due to
intense ground fire in which they sustained major battle damage,
they were unable f@ rescue the downed pilot. Again-on 6 April

another pick up was attemoted by Joily Green 67 and on this at-

temnted pick up Jolly Green 67 was dowined by heavy enemy ground-

fire, All six crewmembers were listed as killed in action. The

pu—

crewmembers were AC Captain Peter H, Chapman 11, CP First Lieu-
tenant John H, Call I, Pararescue Speciaiists Sergeant William
R. Pearson, and Technical Sergeant 21len J. Avery. A combat
photogranher Sergeant James H, Alley was also on board, Bat 21B
was Jater nicked up by other resources, -

The first successful SAR of the quarter also began:on 2 Apr 72,
Jolly Green 67 flown by Castain Roduey . Griffith and Jolly
Green 65 fiown by Major Gergld J, Lange were scrambled on a feet
wet SAR, Fifteen minutes after o/ and 65 were airborne they were
adviséd that a U.S. Navy destroyer had picked up the Nail 81 suE:
vivors., While alrborne for the “=et wet pickup Bat 21 was shat

down and the two alpha birds remained aircorne as a SAR was ini-

Th




tiated for the recovery of the Bat 21 crewnembers, While holding

feet wet for a possibie pick up of Bat 21 an AH-1G Huey Cobra,

cali sign Blue Ghost 28, reported he had been hit and was heading

for the coast. As he came out of the mouth of the Cua Viet river ;f

Jolly Green 67 joined on his wing, Blue Ghost 28 began to lose
flight controls and:landed 100 yards inland from the coast. Jolly
Green 67 Tanded beside Blue Ghost 28 and the survivors climbed on
board. Caotain Griffith proceeded to Hue Phu Bai to refuel and
let the survivors off. He then RTB'd.

| CREW ROSTERS

JoTly Green 67 Jolly Green 65
AC C=ot. Rodney S, Griffith AC Major Gerald J, Lange
CP Capt. Douglas A, Peck LP Capt. Gary A,.-Dake
HM TSgt., Roy D, Prater HM SSgt. Wil]iamjé. Simm
RS Sgt. Rebert L. La Pointe ‘

RS AVC. Michael &, Aillet

RS TSgt. Allen J. Avery

RS A1C, William R, Pearson
On 15 Aor 72 Jolly Green 71 and J¢lly Green 66 were airbdorne on

a fragged orbit when an @ﬁzﬂﬂ, call sign Covey 299, reported he
was making a forced Vanding on the beach north of Hue, Jolly
Green 71 »nd 66 proceeded to the downed aircraft, Captain Donald
A, Sutton in Joily Green 71 made a tactical =pproach to the beach
about 50 yards from the survivors to avoid hitting any of the
villagers who had gathered around the downed aircraft. Both
survivors entered the heliconter and as scon as Jolly Green 21
entered the area to replace 'olly Green 71 for the fragged orbit

Castain Sutton RTBM,
15




e CREW ROSTERS

Jolly Green 71
AC Capt. Donald A, Sutton
CP Capbt. David E, Mullenix
HM Sgt. John W, Draver
RS A1C, Michael A, Aillet
RS Sgt. Robert L. La Pointe

)

Jolly Green 66
AC Capt., Rodney S, Griffith
CP Major Christopher C. Korper
HM SSgt. William A. Simm
RS 3Sgt Cole E. Panning
RS Sgt. William J. Thompson

On 28 Apr 72 Jolly Green 65 scrambled for » feet wet SAR near the

DMZ., Jolly Green 65 renlaced the original alpha low aircraft due

to mechanical oroblems, Jolly Green 71 a local trainer joined on
Jolly Green 65's wing to become his alpha high bird as they were

al ready airborne., Hobo 40 was on scene over the two survivors of

Gunsmoke 01, They were located approximately 8 miles south east

of the Cua Vet river about 5 mijes off shore. A pararescue special-

ist was deployed to swim the penetrator to the first survivor,: Gunj ;
smoke 01A wns picked up and then the bravo man who was about 100
meters away was plicked up. Fire was taken from the shore but Jolly
Green 65 proceeded east out of range of the shore batteries and
RTB!'d without further incidence,
CREW ROSTERS

JoTiy Green 65 Jolly Green 71
AC C=pt. Donald A, Sutton AC Capt. Rodney S, Griffith
CP Cant. Charies R, Hagerhjelm CP Capt. Douglas A, Peck
HM Sgt, Jimmie R, Cherry CP Capt., David E, Mullenix
RS A1C. Michael A. Aillet HM SSgt. Jimmie D, Minshew

HM Sgt John W, Drayer
16 ot

RS Sgt. Michaei L. Wagner




HM Sgt. Cayetano Pina

RS Sgt, Rabert L, La Point

RS Sgt., David W, Young
On-1 May 72 the 37th ARqu was involved in the largest evacuation
in the 37th's history, when 129 U,S, Military personnel were
evacuated from within the walls of the Quang Tri Citadel, The
first aircraft into the Citadel was Jolly Green 71 flown by Major
Jackson K. Scott, Jr., He received no ground fire on his ingress
into the Citadel and after two minutes on the ground he had a full
load of vassengers and he egressed the area and. RTB'd to Da Nang

with 37 suryivors.

+ As Jolly Green 71 egressed the area the second aircraft Jolly

Green 65 Headed into the Citadel. Capt. Griffith initiated a
autorotative descent and landed on the mortheastern edge of the

LZ., He egressed the area without any problems and RTB!/d to

Da Nang with k&7 survivors, *

.As Jolly Green 71 egressed the area the Sandies again escorted the

Jolly Green into the Citadel, The third aircraft into the area

was Jolly Green. 21, Caotain Weimer Janded and picked up the re=
maining b5 survivors and RTB'd to Da Nang.

After JolTy Green 21 had egressed the area, Captain Sutton In

Jolly Green 7?,went'into the Citadel to make sure all personnel

had been evacuated. He ~exited the Citadel with no survivors as
the first three Jolly Green's had picked up the 129:personnel

from the soon to be §verfunned Citadel,

A fifth aircraft continued to hold feet wet in support of the othér
four aircraft. This aircraft was Jolly Green 60 piloted by Capt.

WH‘,‘. 17




AC

CREW ROSTERS

“Jolly Green 7% °

Major Jackson K., Scott Jr.

AC

Jolly Green 65
Capt. Rodney S. Griffith

QP Caot, David E. Mullenix CP Major Anthony A. Gates
HM Sgt. Ronald W. Blackwel] HM SSgt David Garcla
RS Sgt. Robert L. La Pointe RS SSgt. Cale E, Panning

RS

Sgt. David W, Young

Jolly Green 21

RS

Sgt. Charles B, McQuoid 1|

Jolly Green 72

AC Copt. John R. Weimer Jr. AC Capt, Donald A, Sutton
CP Cant, Gary A. Dake CP Major Jerry J., Gilbert
HM SSgt. Wiiliam A, Simm HM SSgt. Jimmy D, Minshew

RS
RS

A1C, Michael L. Aillet
Sgt. Richard L. Steed

Sgt. Daniel G, Manion

Sgt, William J, Thompson

Jolly Green 60

AC -Cant., Richard L. Wall .
CP 2Lt . James M, McCorkle
HM Sgt. John W._Drayer
RS Sgt. John W, Staephens

RS- Sgt., Michael L, Wagner
On 26 May at 1230 local time King notified the 37th ARRSq that an
F=% was down in the vicinity of Ke Sanh, Jolly Green 21 and 7]
were returning from a fragged orbit at the time and landed at
Da Nang to. nblan.a route to the area, Aftar one and a half hours
of nlanning with Sandy 7 and 8 the two Jollies and two Sandies
took off for the SAR area. While Capt. Dake was in the hover to

18
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pick up Gunsmoke 02B they took ground fire, but this was silenced
by -the pararescue man with his mini?gun, Gunsmake.02A was then
bicked un without any enemy reaction, Jdolly Green 21 and 71
egressed the area without further incidence and RTB'd to Da Nang,

CREW ROSTERS

Jolly Green 21% Jolly Green 71
AC Cant, Gary A. Dake AC Major Jerry-J, Gilbert
CP Cant. James D, Bruner CP Cant. Frederick W,
Harrington
HM Sgt. Cayetano Pina HM A1C, Charles J. Rouhier
RS Sqgt. John W, Stephens RS SSgt., Douglas E. Wilson
RS- SSgt. Cole E, Panning RS Sgt. Michael L, Wagner

LCiv Mr. Dennis Cameron
On 15 June 72 a VNAF UH:I heiicopter was downed on the 270 degree
radial" at 22 miles off of channel 69, First reports indicated
that there were no survivors and the VNAF were working the crash
site. Four hours after initial notification of. the crash the
alpha ‘crews were scrambled, After holding feet wet Major Jackson
K. Scott Jir. went into the area for the chkup. One survivor
was nicked up and Jolly Green 64 proceeded to the 95th Hospital
at Marble Mountain.. After’dronping off the only survivor of the
crash Jolly Green 6& RTB*d to Da Nang,

CREW ROSTERS

Jolily Green 64 - Jolly Green 21
AC Major Jackson K. Scott Jr. AC Capt., Gary A. Dake
CP Cant., David E, Mullenix CP Capt. Gerald M. Tonn
HM Sgt. Cayetano Pina HM A1C. Charles J. Rouhier
RS A1C. Michael A, Friedrich RS Sgt. Charles B, McQuoid I
RS Sqgt. Bavid W, Young ‘]q | RS Sqt, MiphaeltL. Wagner
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On 18 June the 37th ARRSq wss notlified that Spectre 11 an AC 130
was down in the vicinity of tHe Ashau Valley. Plans were made
throughout the Hight for an early morning:pickup of the three
known survivors., At 0745 local! time the Jollies scrambled for a
nickun attemot.‘|Thg first Survivor was difficult to locate due

to the dense‘?ﬁﬁéﬁeF:AOnce theﬁ?enetr;tor was deployed into the
survivoris estimated position He climbed on the penetrator and was

on the nenetrator for aporoximately one minute before he was

hoisted up, He apparently did not shake the penetrator to let

"the~flight engineer know he was on.it. The other two survivors

were nicked up. without any difficulty and Jolly Green 72 egressed

the area,
t CREW ROSTERS |
Jolly Green 72 | o - .Jolly Green 6h
AC Capt. Don Sutton N AC Capt. Doug Bruner '

CP Cant. Tedd Hohberger CP Cant, David Mullenix

wily
Fi] oy
2
-~

HM Sgt. Ronald B ackwel 1 _ HM Sgt, Cregory Sealander
RS SSgt. Cole Panning RS Sgt. David Mueller

RS ATC. Kenneth Cakebread | .- .. ,RS.ATC, Michaé] Alllet

On 20 June Sandy 7 was hit while narticiﬁatihgf§n a SAR for a

Navy ?:ﬁ‘oiVQt who was later recovered by Joi]y Greens from the

hnth ARRSaq, NKP, Thailand. Sandy 7 was bedded down for the night

and an attempt to 0i¢k him up the next morning was planned during

the night. The morning of the 2tst the ordinance was used by the

' SAR forces that they felt would secure the area for a pick up.

Jolly Green 72 came into the pickup area for Sandy 7. The only
sroblem encountered was in getting the penetrator through the

20
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j” dense foilage. The survivor w-s hoisted up and Jolly Green 72

returned to Da Nang without further incidence.

Jolly Green 72

AC Major Christonher C. Korper

CREW ROSTERS
Jolly Green &h

AC Cant. Gary A. Dake

CP Cant. Geraid M. Tonn CP 2Lt, Jerry D, Stout

HM Sgt., Jimmie R, Cherry
RS SSgt. Dougltas E. Wilson
RS AiC,

Michael A.

HM AYC. Charles J. Rouhier
RS Sgt., David W, Young
Friedrich RS Sgt. Charles B, McQuoid
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SAFETY

During the second aquarter of 1972 the 37th continued it's acci-

-—

dent-free record in all areas of safety: Ground, explcsive and

flying,

in this quarter the squadron did encounter four aircraft inci-
dents; two of which occurred about two hours abart on 19 June,

On B Anril the crew of Jolly Green 21 shut down #1 engine gear
box. An emergency was declared, followed by an uneventful
Tanding. Trouble shooting on the ground resuited in finding that

the chin 1ight cannon-plug had shorted out due to oil accumula-

P,

: tion on the nlug., Incident 72.02 was submitted,

Incident 72-03 also involvéd‘Jofly Greén-?l; On 8 May the crew
took of f on a classified rescue mission, Shortly after takeoff ,
the nose nitched up yTolehtl&-Without any control stick movement.
This mitching up motion repeated.itself with fncreasing frequency, |,
By the t‘me the aircrafttlandéd the pitch axis was almost unconj
troliable. A safe runn(ngﬁlénding was made at Da Nang Afid,
Primary cause was detemined fo be AFCS amplifiers out of caiij
bration. On 19 June Jollf'Greén-65 toock off on a Bravo Alert
Scramble as number two.in A fTight of two. After test firing the
miniguns they began-a climb, At approximately 10600 feet the aifj
craft deve?oned'a sharn oscillating lateral roll with a sharp yaw
kick left and right. Blade damper failure was suspected., The

crew declared an emergency, decended to 50 feet AGL and slowed to

20 - 2N knots, The crew was briefed and prepared for a possible
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water ditching, Jolly Green 2] escorted 65 to Marblie Mountain
Army Alrfield, the closest available tanding strip, A running
fanding was executed and the aircraft taxied to an apen main:
tenance area. As RPM was gradually reduced during engine shut
down lateral roll became so violent, the crew. expected the
alrcraft to roll over. Soft rotor brake was immediately applied
to orevent this, Two bf%des made contact with each ofher,l Re:
mainder of engine shutd&ﬁn was normal. Investigation revealed
that the damper bearing nut retaining pin on the horizontal hinge
pin had sheared, allowing the damper bearing retaining nut to
back off. Hnéident,72?0h and EUMR 72?006 were submitted. The
.seriousness of this incident has captured immediate attention at

211 levels of command and will continue to be ciosely monitored,

One and a half hours Tater Jolly Green 21 tock off on a operational

check flight and to nick up the crew from Jolly Green 65 at Marble

Mountain., The rotor tachometer was lost while returning to Da
Nang but all other engine and flight instruments were operating
nomally. Engine instrument were again rechecked by the CP and FE
just pricer te and during final approach. At approximately 20
feet from Tanding and with five knots forward airspeed s loud
bang came from the number one engine and the aircraft settied
ravidiy, A three moint moderately hard touchddwn was made with
no damage to tHe aircraft. Number one engine fire Tight iﬂﬂumi:
nated, Fire was confirmed by the left scanner and by tower,
Engine Compartment Fire on the ground emergency nr0cedgres were
executed; utilizing both main and reserve fire bottles, plus the
handheld CN2 extinguisher. Engine compressor was destroyed,
Incident 7?jﬂ5_and EUMR 72?005 were submitted.
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There were no Hazard Reports submitted during this quarter, Uocn
reviewing this trend for the last two quarters, the safety staff 'i
h=s nmlaced renewed emnhasis on the benefits of the Hazard Reporting
Program. It was briefed at all meetings of the squAadron and
stressed on Onerations and Maintenance safety bulletin boards.

The safety staff conducted its normal daily and monthly surveys
throughout the quarter., No major safety surveys or inspections
were conducted this éuarter. The 366 TFW, which became 6498 ABW,
Safety 0ffice conducted monthly exnloslive safety and FGD insoee:
tions of the squadron. |

There were numercus changes to the safety staff due to DEROS of
neréonne? and increasing emohasis on safety., At the end of the .

auarter the safety staff consisted of:

Cant David E, Mullenix Sauadron Safety Gfficer .,

Flying Safety Officer
Cant James D, Bruner Asst Safety Cfficer

Ground Safety (fficer .
?nd Lt Jerry D, Stout Asst Safety Officer

Exnlosives Safety Gfficer
CMSgt Lynn M. Coffelt FOO NCO
MSgt Guy R. Gibbons Séuadr@n Fire Marshall
TSgt Stanton R, Nelson Ground Safety NCO
Sgt Richard Stead | Exolosive Safety NCO
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_ FACILITIES

Squadron Buildings

During this quarter the squadron procured some Tumber to build
revetments uoon .the insistence of Lt Col Sutton. These revet:
ments were built by the squadron:personne! and.placed around the
s&uadrons office building that is located in hanger 1723. These
revetments were necessary to.offer protection from rocket attacks .

as nersonnel are required at times to be in.the office at night.

EnTisted Barracks
The standards of Camp Stokes have improved considerably duping
this period due to Ph!lca:Ford taking over the responsibitities
,Of the comoound. Sﬁbstandafd wiring has been replaced in many of

Vthe SEA huts and a continuing se1fjhe1p effort is in effect, i.,e.,
painting. replacing bad screens, remodeling huts to allow add?:
tional ventiTation and reolacing siding and flooring. The enlisted

-nersonnel have put a lot of work into Camp Stokes and they want

to stay there rather than move to the other side of the base.
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PEDRG
- LOCAL BASE RESCUE MISSION

The mission.of the Pedro Section:of the 37th ARRSq, DaNang

; 1a RVN i's to.operate and: maintaln search and rescue equrpment
to’ accomo1|sh.air crew recovery, local base rescue, and eva-
cuation*missions'aé directed, The section'maintains a 2# hour
alert with the capability -of becomihg alrborne in three minutes
during the dhy-anden ten minutes at night. The geographical

area of reponsibility for air crew recovery is a radius of

action of 75 miles, The radius of action-of local base rescue

> s . ‘ . . . b
‘resbonse with the Fire Suopression Kit, which is the primary mission,

?is 15 miles

MA {NTENANCE
Thls unit had two hellcooters a55|gned during this quarter both

HH-hBF models: SN #6? L4508 and SN #62-&560 During this quarter

aircraft 62-4508 had one ohase inspection completed, Other *

maintenance consisted of one left hand shaft and housing change
due to a faulty stip ring and two se%s of left hand rotor blades,
The aft fuel cell was replaced due to a leak around the left aft
fuel - pump. The generator was renlaced because of a Joose
generator shaft., The-oll cooler was placed on:order due to

-

a leaking seal and aihigh frequency vibration. The oil cooler is

sti1l on order "G'" NORS. Aircraft #62-4560 had two phase inspec-

' tions comoleted, Other maintenance required was a left and right

hand shaft and housing change due to slip ring failure, Both

“left and right hand rotor blades were replaced. During the last
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- MRSS TN SORTIES FLYING TIME

Intercent 268 7h.5
SAR Recovery o 1.7
Med Evac & Base Support ' 60 2h.O
Training ' 51 L7.5
M%intenance '20 18,

| 400 165.1
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phase inspection the engine drive shaft was replaced for time

change and the oil cooler fan replaced for a ]ea@ing seal,

FACILITIES
The primary improvement to Pedro's area of operation at Tango
Ramo was the completion of a hangar to house both ajrcraft,
The hangar provides for a safer, cooler and more centralized
area for the maintenance personnel to work in., In addition the

hangar nrovides all-weather protection for the aircraft. A new

alert circle and revetment were also completed providing for

added protection to the aircraft from winds and rocket attacks. ) ii

Imnrovement wAas also made on the cement ]edge surround:ng the

base of the equipbment room which holds back water from fiooding if

the alert facility. An airggonditioner was installed in the main-

T —_ ‘

tenance work room., A sand-bag bunker was buiit to provide pro-
tection for the alert crew during hostile rocket attacks.
Iy

OPERATIONS

The following table reflects the unit fiying time for the quarter:




MISSION NARRATIVES
Mission No. Ij720521
On 2} M-y, at 1337 L, Pedro 61 was notified that an emergency
medevac mission was required for a USAF sergeant who had taken
an overdose of drugs., The patient was flown from the 366th USAF
Dispensary to the 95th Evacuation Hospital. Intravenous fluids
were given to the patient during the flight, One nonjcombat
save was credited to Captain Donald R. Wagner,
Mission No. AtbOS
On 25 May 1972, at 0OB15Z, Pedro 61 was notified that two VNAF
nersoﬁneT needed to be medevaced to the 95th Evac Hospital due
to severe 1st, 2nd and 3rd degree burns on one person and Yight
burns on another. Pedro 61 arfived at the 95th Hospital at OLLSZ

and one non-combat save was credited to Captain James Wilkinson.
Mission No. At3j056

On 26 May 1972, ~t N925L, Pedro 61 was scrambled:on an inflight
emergency on a United States Marine Corps A?h fighter jet, His

call sign was Wine Leaf Nk, The aircraft reportedly had jost

“all hydraulic systems and In addition had a Fire Warning Light in

the cocknlt, The aircraft was uncontrollable below 190 knots and
the nilots elected to eject, The A-L went !"feet wet". After dropp-
ing the FSK, Pedro 61 followed, The pilots ejected about 15 miles

south of Da Nang and impacted the water at 094h4L, The first man

_was onloaded at 0945L and the second m»n was onboard at 0948L,

Pedro 61 RTB'd to Da Nang and two combat sawes were credited to
Captain Robert R. Ames and Captain Mike Schmidt,
28




Mission No. 005

On 10 June 1972, at 0705Z, Pedro 61 was notified that a Vietnamese f

—_—

National who had been struck by a munitions truck needed an imme-

—

diate medical evacuation to the 95th Hospitai, Suffering multia=
ple comodiind comolex fractures, lacerations, facial bone frac-
i o
tures an-d the oossibigity of leg amoutation the patient was flown
e

from the 366th USAF Dispensary to the 95th Evac Hospital, arriving

at N0717Z. One non-combat save was credited to Captain Robert R,

Ames,

Mission No. 006

On 10 June 1972, at 1355Z, Pedro 61 was notified that a USAF/AD
;sergeant had sustained mﬁltiole/crit?cai infjuries in a motercycﬂe
accident and needed an immediate medevac for surgery Pedro 6]

arrived at the 366th Dispensary at 13592 and flew the patient to ..
the 95th Evnc Hospital arriving at 1L06Z. Pedro 61 then RTBﬁdh

and one non-~ combat save was credited to Cantaun Robert R. Ames,

!\

Mission No. 007 5

—

At 1000Z on 16 June 1972, Pedro 61 was notified that a Ci-A from
the USS Kitty Hawk was inbound to Da Nang with a patient on board
in critical conditton with a cerebral hemorrhage and stroke

Pedro 61 met the aircraft on the end of the runway at 10122 and
onloaded the patient and a flight surgeon,deliverying them to the
95th Evac Hospital at 1017Z. One non?combat save was credited

~to Captain Allen C, Soitler,
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