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2 Ju3.1971 

21 Jul 1971 

21 Jul1971 

X,  d u l l 9 7 1  

l.8 Aw 1971 

5 Sep 1971 

An injured US.4F' A i n a a n  evacuated from an 
unlighted helo pad two miles north of Pbon 
Khan 

40th ARRSq relocated to Nakhon Phmom kTAF?3 

Loss of Jolly Green 5r* 

C-5 Galaxy airllfta the last two HX-536 JoUy 
Grew f m  Thailand 

Iko "-28 pilots rescuod 20 a i l e s  southeast 
of udorn iiTiE'D 

svacuation of a Thai civil ian when a CH-3 
( W e )  crashed 25 n i l e s  south of Nakhon 
Thanom 
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2 Jull971 

21 Jul1971 

21 Jul 1971 

30 Jull971 

18 Aug 1971 

5 Sep 1971 

CRRONOLcGY 

An inJured USAF Airman evacuated from an 
unlighted helo pad two miles north of Khan 
Khaen 

40th ARRSq reloca.ted to Nakhon Phanom liT AFB 

Los8 of Jolly Green 54 

G-5 Gala:x;r airlifts the last two HH-53B Jolly 
Greens from Thailand 

Two T-28 pilote rescued 20 :niles :southe8et 
of Udorn RTAF13 

Svacuation of a Thai civilian when a CH-3 
(Knife) crashed 25 miles south of Nakhon 
Phancm 
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The fission of the 40th Aerospace Rescue and Recover3 Squadron 

(W ILGRSQ) as defined i n  .ARZ91 23-2, 1 December 1969 and 3rd 

AEFGPIi 23-1, 19 X a y  1969, I s  t o  search lor, locate, and r9cQver 

distressed personno1 engaged in d a t  operations in Southeast 

Ada. 
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C fj,\pTi<'.R I 

~!ission 

Th" lIIia.ion o! th" 40th A"rospace Rescue and Recover,. Squadron 

(AOth ARRSq) a.s de!1.ned in Alirl.S<\ 23-2, 1 December 1969 and Jrd 

ARmpn 23-1, 19 May 1969. ls to search tor, locst.e, and r<!COver 

distressed per$OIUIe1 engaged in combat operations in Southeast 

Asia. 
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CHAPTqR II 

Xesources 

CS.UIIZATICN 

The wth 

Base, Thailand, is aso ignd  to, and is  under t h e  control of 3rd 

Aerospace .iescuo and Becovery Croup (3rd A Z i i c p ) ,  Tan Son %hut, 

Air tiage, h p u b l l c  of 71ntnm. 

located a t  Nakhon Phanoa Royal Thai A i r  Force 

PACILITECS 

The m v e  of t h e  lp th  A i ~ S q  from Udorn to  Makhan Phanon, Thailand, 

21 July 1971, not only brought significant c h a m  to un i t  personnel 

in qunrterSand f a c i l i t y  bprovemsnts but created a more I compact 

workhg envlromt and closer, convenient living conditions for 

of f icers  -and aimen, alike. 

are 110 longer located i n  the squedron but a re  now consalldated in 

one building fo r  t he  en t i re  base, a short distance from the squadron. 

Approximtely ons-third of the  Life Support build- houses equip- 

ment and storage lockers of the unit  pmarescue section. Perhaps 

the  one, single convenience to the uni t  is  the, lacation of squadron 

operations and naintanance f a c i l i t i e s  on t h e  same s ide  of t h e  base 

with a h e n  and off icor  living quarLers. Heretofore, this has been 

a problem in transportation and t h e  involved in cwmuting back 

and for th  across base. 

nisaionad off icers  in one 

has been a defini te  asset  and .mrale factor  t o  the squadron. 

Specifically, Lif@ Support facilities 

The placaraent of a l l  Simon and non-corn- 

nron, aircrew m b e r s  excepted, 
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CHAPT!':R II 

Resources 

o.1GANIZATION 

The 40th ARl1Sq, located at t1akhon Phanom Royal Thai Air Force 

Base, 'fhailand. is assigned to, and is under the control of .3rd 

Aerospace itescu/t and Recovery Group (Jrd AllRGp). Tan Son Nhut.. 

Air Base. !!epubllc of Vletna.m. 

FACILlTnS 

The J:IOve 01' the 40th AiillSq from Udorn to Nakhon Phanom, Thailand, 

2 

21 July 1971. not only brought significant chllllges to unit personnel 

in qwtrt.eI'$ and facility improvements but cr'lated a more compact 

working environment and closer, convenient living conditions tor 

of!icers and 'lirmen. alike. Specifically. Life support facUities 

art! no longer located in the squadron but are na>i consolidated in 

one building for the entire base, a short distance from the squadron. 

Approximately one-third of tqe Life Support building hoUses equip­

ment and storage lockers of. the unit plU'arescue section. Perhaps 

the one, single convenience to th~ unit is the location of equadron 

operations and maintenance facilities on the Dame side! ot the base 

with airmen and officer living quarters. Heretofore, this bas been 

a problem in transportation and time involved in commuting back 

and forth across base. The placement of all airman and non-cOl1l-

missioned officers in one liVing area, aircrew ~bers excepted, 

has been a definite asset and morale i'actor to the squadron. 
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Transportation Ma been a problem at  times but t h i s  s i t k t i o n  

shouLd bo cleared w i t h  the approval and assignment of two ad- 

di t iona l  vehicles t o  t h e  Jquadmn. Due t o  t he  extensive self- 

help prograu now in progress and excellent support from the base 

and all squadron personnel, the  new living and working facilities 

are  satisfactory. 

The bispatch Alert faail i t7 at  Ubon, which p r e v b u s i l y  housed 

u n i t  duty officers/ainnen, has been closed. 

pmcedures fo r  the koth &FA% and 56th SWg aircraft on station 

a t  Ubon XTU'B, Thailand, negates Use of this dispatch alert 

Improved alert 

f nci l i ty .  

AXLCHAFT 

.4 requireanent existed fo r  the t ransfer  of two unit HH-538 model 

aircraft from Udorn ZTTAFB, Thailand t o  CONUS. 

of aimraft via  trans-pacific flight. had fonned p r o b l a s  i n  crit- 

i c a l  unit aircraw mannbg due ta long TDY absences from parent 

unit .  

States. 

Previous transfer 

A rauest was nade to  airlift these a i r c r a f t  back to t h e  

On 33 July 1971, a C-5 G a l a x y  hvrn t h e  437th pul A U t  

Flg, Charleston AFE, SC was dispatched and arrived at Udorn RTAFfJ, 

Thailand, t o  perform t h i s  a i r l l f t .  3xtennsive and careful  prepsr- 

a t ions  had beon made pr ior  t o  the C-5 arrival. t o  insure expeditious 

loading and handling. The actual loading took aix hours t o  com- 

p l e t e  and no s u n i f i c a n t  problems were encountered; however, the  

operation was slow due t o  the  f ac t  t ha t  this wad t h e  first time 

i n  aviation history t ha t  HH-53 a i r c ra f t  had bean losded and trans- 
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Transportation has been Ii problem at times but thie situation 

should bo cleared with the approval and ass:l.gnment of two ad­

ditional vehiclell to the squadron. DUe to the extensive sel!-

help progr!ll1 now in progress and eXcellent support from the base 

and all squadron persoMe1, the new living and working facilitiee 

arl3 sat1efactory. 
, 

The Dispatch Alert facilitY' at Ubon, which previousl1y housed 

unit duty of..f'icers!airmen, has been closed. Improved alert 

procedures for the 40th ~F.RSi and 56th sa,rg aircraft on station 

Ilt Ubon RTAFB, Thailand, negates use of this dispatch alert 

facility. 

AIRCRAFT 

.\ requirement eXisted for the transfer ot two unit llH-538 model 

aircraft from Udorn RTAr'B, ThAiland to CONUS. Previous tranS£er 

of aircraft. via trans-pacific flight had fomed prob1fJ11.s in crit­

ical unit aircrew manning que to long TDY absences from parent 

unit. A request was made ,to airlift these aircraft back to the 

Statell. On)) July 1971, a C-.5 Ga.laxy from the 437th Mil Altt 

Hg, Cbarleston AFB. fIJ was disPatched and arrived at Udorn RTAFB, 

Thailand, to perfom this airlift. SXtensive and careful prepar­

ations had been made prior to the C-5 arrival to insure elCpeditiou8 

loading and handling. The actual loading took six hours to COllI-

plete and no significant problems were encounterl!d; however, the 

operation was slow due to the fact that this was the first time 

in aviation history that HH-,;3 aircraft had been loaded I,II'ld trans-
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ported aboard a C-5 idmrnft. 'Pa aid subsequent and almilar 

laadS.rgs, the entire loading operation wa5 carefull;r recorded 

on f5.h 

(In 8 September 1971, the lOth WR3q reooivd one fB-5S model 

aircraft h the 37th WRSq, Da mng Air aaae, South Vietnam, 

bringing the total nunbar of uni t  aircraft to eleven. 

(I 
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ported aboard a C-5 a:l..roraft,. To a.id subsequent. and s:!milar 

loadings, the entire loading operation was care!ull,. r'!Corded' 

on rUm 

On Z'/ September 1971, the 40th .OOSq received one IlH-5:£ model 

aircraft !rom the 37th ARRSq, Da Nang.Air Base, South Vietnam. 

bringing the total number ot unit aircraft to eleven. 
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