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2 Jul 1971

21 Jul 1971
21 Jul 1971
30 Jul 1971

18 Aug 1971

5 Sep 1971

CHRONOLCGY

An injured USAF Alrman sgvacuated from an
unlighted helo pad two miles north of EKhon
Khaen

LO0th ARRSq relocated to Nakhon Phanom HTAFB

Loss of Jolly Grean 54

' C-5 Galaxy alrlifts the last two Hi-53 Jolly

Greens from Thailand

Two T-28 pilots rescued 20 niles southeast
of Udorm KRTAFD

Zyacuation of 2 Thai civilian when a CH-3
(¥nifa) crashed 25 milaes south of Nakhon
Phanom
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CHAPTER I

Misslon

The mission of tha 4O0th Aercspace Rescus and Recovery Squadron
(AOth ABR3Q) as defined in ARRS4 23-2, 1 December 1969 and 3rd
ARBGPR 23-1, 19 May 1969, is to search for, locate, and racover
distressed personnel engaged in combat operations in Southeast
Aaia,
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CHAPTRR II.

fesources

QRGANIZATION
The LOth ARNSq, located at Kakhon Phanom Hoyal Thai Air Force
Dase, Thailand, is assigned to, and is under the control of 3rd
Aerospace idescue and Hacovery Croup (3rd ARKGp), Tan Son Xhut,
AMr Base, Republic of Vietnanm,

| FACTLITTES

The move of the AOth ARRSq from Udorn to Nakhon Phanom, Thailand,
21 July 1971, not only brought significant changes to unit parsomnel
in quarters and facility laprovements but created a more compact
working environmesnt and c’losar, convanlent living conditions for
officars and airmen, alike. Specifically, Lifé Support facilities
ara no longer locatad in the sgquadron but are now consolidated in
one buliding for the entire base, a short distance from the squadron.
Approxinately one-third of the Lif€ Support building houses squlp-
ment and storage lockers o_f'.t;he unit pararescue section, Parhaps
the one, 5ingle comrenianc;a to the unit 1s the location of sguadron
operations and maintenancse Ifacilities on the same side of the base
with airmen and officer living quartars. Heretofere, this has been
a problem in transportaﬁion and time involved in commuting back '
and forth across base. The placeuent of all alrwen and non-com-
nlasioned officers in one Mving area, alrerew members excepted,

has been a definite asset and morale f‘actor to the =quadron,
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Transportation has been a-pfoblem at times but this a:_!.tt;ation
should be ¢leared with the approval and assignmant of two ad-
ditional vehicles to the squadron. Due to the extensive salf-
help program now in progress and excellent support from the base
and all squadron persomnel, the naw living and working facilities
are satlsfactory.
The bispatch Alert fasilit,y.at Ubon, which praviousily housed
unit duty officers/aiman, has been closed. Improved alert
procedures for the 4Oth AERSQ and 56th SC07g airceraft on station
at Ubon RTAFB, Thailand, negates use of this dispatch alert
faedlity.

ATRCRAFT
A requirenent existed for the transfer of two unit HH-53B model
alreraft from Udorn RTAFB, Thailand to CONUS, Previous transfer
of airvraft via trans-pacific flight had formed problems in erit-
ical unit aircrew manning due to long TDY abaences from parent
unit. A reqQuast was man;!e.,t.,o alrlift these aircraft back to the
States. On 30 July 1971, a C-5 Galaxy from the A37th Mil ALft
Vg, Charlaston AFB, SC was dispatched and arrived at Udorn RTAFB,

Thailand, to perform this airlift, Txtensive and careful prepar-

ations had been made pr.ior to the C~5 arrival to insure expaditious

loading and handling. The actual loading tnok six hours to com-
pleta and no significant problems ware encountered; however, the
operation was slow due to the fact that this waa the first time

in aviation history that HH-53 aircraft had been losded and trans-
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ported aboard a C~5 aireraft. To aid subsequent and similar
loadings, the entire loading operation was carefully recorded’
on film

On 27 September 1971, the 40th ARRSQ received one HH-5% model
alreraft from the 37th ARRSq, Da Nang Alr Base, South Vietnam,
bringing the total numbar of unit aireraft to eleven,
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