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CHRONOLOGY

4 Dotober 1971: HED-EVAC from Fhu Bu Commmications Site to Ubon

30 October 1971: MED-EVAC from Savannskhet to NKP

31 Ootober 1971; MED-EVAC from HEP to Udorn

16 Hovember 1971: MED-EVAC from UKP to Udorn

19-23 Hovember 1971: ARRS Commander, B/G Frank Everestts First Visit
to IKP |

{5 27 Hovembexr 1971: MED-EVAG from MKP to Udorn

9 December 19713 MED-EVAC from HKP to Udorn

10~11 December 1971: Ashean 01 - Bravo Plokup

18 Docember 1971: (unfighter 82 - Alpha and Brave Pickups
< 19 December 1971: Faleon 74 - Alpha and Bravo Pickups

W HNCLASS FiED
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(HAPTER I
MISSTON AND RESOURCES

Miasion
The mission of the 40th ierospace Reacus and Recovery Squadron {4Cth ARRSq)
as defined in PACAERM 23-2, 1 December 1969, and 3rd ARRGFR 23-1, 19 Hay
1969, 1s to search for, locate, and recover distressed personnel in gcubat
operationa in Scutheast isia. Ibcathd. at Nakhon Fhenom RTAFB, Thalland,
the 40th 1a assigned to and under the control of 3rd Asrospace Rescua and
Recovery Croup (3rd ARRGp), Tan Son Nhut Ailr Base, Hepublic of Vietnam.

lesourcea
Daring this quarter, the 40th ARRSq had 1t's osizth change of squadron com-
C*’ \ mandera in less than 12 months. Colonel William E. Moore, Commander from
| 11 Saptember 1971 to 20 December 1971, left for the 1550th ATTWg at Hill
AFB, Utah, as DCS/Operations. In his place, Lt Col Phillip R. Gonszales,
40th Commander from 15 Aprdl 1971 to 25 June 1971, moved from Exscutive
‘Officer back to Commander on:21 December 1971. Lt Col Clifford E. Brandon
isdnotoroporttotheAOththehttorpartorJanuaryandaamcomand
from Lt C-ol Gonules. ) _
The fo]lowing is a roatar of othey koy porsonnel in the squadron:

Lt Col Charles N. Moillister Operations Officer

It Col Anthony E. Holland ] Asat Operations officer

Major Clyde Z. Bennett I dsst Operatlons Officer

Major Prederick C. Hartstein Standardization Officer

|

|

| ]
Cf g_ Major Hobert R, MoCatcheon l /\_f

Staff Maintenance Officer
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Major Donald L. Michiels
MaJor Donald L. Resten
1Lt Percy Joubert, Jr.
Captain David V. Gustafson
M3gt Leon C. anmd
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Exacutive Off{icer

Chief of Safety
sdministration 0fficsr
Haintenunce Supply Liaison
Firat Sergeant
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CHAPTER II
oP ONS AND TRAININ

it )

s

Oparations
The 40th ARRSq home alert (lorth ilert) posture saw several minor changes
during the quarter 1 October - 31 December 1971. Two HH-53C ailrcraft still
saintain & suorise to mmset 15 mimute alert posture on a 3-day rotation
basia, However, there are now two crews specifically deaignated as day
backup and two more c¢rews who backup our primary Night Recovery System (NRS)
crews. A4t sunset, the primary MNorth crews revert to primsry NRS crews with
a ecramble response time of one hour and 15 minutes.
The scrambls procedures for our Forward Operating Iocation (South ilert)
at Ubon RTAFB, Thalland, remsin unchanged from the last quarter and are the
games aa for the Primery Horth Alert.
The South Alert's area cf responsibility elmost tripled with the deactiva-
tion of the 37th Forward Operating locatlon (FOL) at Bien Hoa sirfield,
Republic of Viatnam. The 40th ARRSQ i_é now responsible for the aouthern
half of South Vietnam, all of Cambodia, and Southern Laos.
Medical Evacuation (MED-EVAC) and Combat Search and Rescue (SAR) activity
for the 40th ARRSq inereased signiflcantly during the past quarter. There
were £ive combat saves, numbers 131 through 135, two non~-combat saves, .
numbers 133 and 184, and four MED-EVACS, numbers 18 through 21, This
acceleration can be atiributed to the early onset of the annual dry season.
With olearing weather and trace amounts of rain, combat sorties increased
hand-in-hand with the step-up of troop and supply movements along the Ho
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Ghi Minh Trail, Plaines Des Jarres (PDJ) in Central Lacs, and the Bolovens
Plateau in Scuth Central Laocs. In recent years, S4R activity for the 40th
ARBSq peaked in Jenuary or even February. However, December developed in-
to the busiest month in almost a year.

Ashcan 07: 4n FP-105, ashean 01, waa hit by a Surface to Adx Mesle (SaM)
on 10 December 1971 near Ma Gig Paas in MNorth Vietnam; and the ensuing two
day SiR effort set the stage for the remsinder of ths month. Only one pllot
was recovered on this misaion. |

Gunfighter 82 and Faleon 741 On 19 December 1971, Gunfighter 82, an F—d,
went doun within approximately three miles of the spot where ashecan Q1=
Alpba vas rescusd. Both the Gunfighter pilots were recovered at first light.
The same day, our North Alert'crawé were zgain scrambled for another F-4,
Falcon 66, who had been shot down by a MIG rear the Fish's Mouth in North
Vietnam, A thorough electronic search for survivors proved fruitless and
the Falcon 66 mission was abandoned in lieu of yet one more downed P-4, Fal-
con 74, also near the Ilsh's Mout.h. Voice contact was immediately estab-
1llshed and both survivors! locations were pinpointed. However, the SaR
forces were unable to effect imnediata piokup due to darkness and s low
overcast. After two attempts the following day, the pilots were racovered
and returned to Udorn RTAFB, Thailand.

The medical evacuation missiona for the quarter ineluded the following: -
Maaion Number 8-3-032: On 4 Ootober 1971, the Primary MRS crews were
launched at dusk from Nekhon Fhanom to MED-EVIC ar injured person from

atop a communications alte southwest of Nakhon Phanom. The Night crews
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nade a itter pickup from & 100-foot hover as the site would not accomo-
data the hslicopter., The injured person was then flown to Ubon RTAFB,
Thailand.

Covey 273: On 30 October 1971, a Covey Ferward idr Control (FiC) aireraft
crashed while attempting a landing at Savenunakhet in Hést. Céntral Lacs.
The pilot was killed, tut the observer survived wvith critical injuries,

4 4Oth EH-53C was diverted to Savannakhet end MED-EVACED the survivor to
Hakh.on'Phanom.

Mgaion Numbers B-3-038, B=3-040, B-3-043, and B-3-044 were all MED-EVACS
involving the transportation of Nakhon Phanom persomnel to Udorn RIAFB,
Thatland.

During the final quarter of 1971, the 4A0th ARRSqy began an extensive sling
training and requalification program. By the end of Hovember, all pllots,
£1ight enginsers, and pararescue persocnuel were fully qualified. iddi tion-
ally, the 37th 4RRSq, located at Da Nang Ar Fleld, Republio of Vietnan,
sent, ten crew nembers TDY to the (Oth for aid in initiating their own aling
training. | |

In early Hovembar, ARRS detarmined that dus to the heavy training load at
the 1550th ATIWg, Hill 4FB, Utah, the 40th would be rTequired to provide

¥RS training for inbound pilota and helicopter mechanica. Our treining -
gocheduls was increased by 503 to mocomplish the checkout of assigned pilots
and those arriving from CONUS.

During the month of December, several missions were flown in conjunction
with AC-130 SPECTRE Gunships of the 16503, Ubon RTAFB, Thailand, and with
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the V10 PATE NATL PACS of Nekhon Phanca's 23rd-TiSS. These Mght Si%
evaluationa will contdmue thl‘mﬁh the wrt quartar. T '

During the month of Dacenbar, one HH=-53C aireraft waa* transferred 'bo the "
67th ARRSq at Woodbridge, England, thus leaving the 4Oth 4RRSq with tem
HE-53C helicopters. et

Opexrational data for the 4th quartar 1971 ia as follows:

o1 o2 08 I3 mom

0T N9 e 78 1297 353.2

- NOV 163.1  73.3 10.7 128.2 375.3

DEC  385.6 49.0 3.7 8.3 526.6
| Higaion Symbola |

0-1  Tactlesl Mission Out of Country

0-2 Tactical Mission

0-8 - Funotionsl Check Flight

3 Traiuing Flight

Training

Qualification of MBS persomnel t.‘uiq teken priority in owr training en-
d_oavnrﬁ. Other than raqlﬂ.iod upyadea, chack rides, and neceasory pro- |
ficlency missions, our efforts toward qualification of assigned pilots
and helicopter mechanics kept our truining.and goheduling sections at peak
productivity. In just 60 days, we were able to qualify 90% of the squadrdn,
up from 50% in the MRS. 4Availabdlity of adequate training sites had been a
continuing problem and hampered our ospablility to turn aut quslified per-
sonnel. However, through the effort.s of the Gomander of ABRS, 3 ARQGp,
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and the 4Oth, we obtained permission to use interim sites.

Mrorew sling guallfication and training, initiated this quarter, pro~
gressed in an orderly fashion.

A 2,000 1b weight, made of oonmi_;g, was alr transported to our remote
training aresa at Camp Hunky, 38 nilaa Southweat of Nakhon Phanom, for use
in qualification and currency requirements.

Ths followlng crew members ware upgraded to the positions noted during this

quarter:
Maj Hertatein Flight Examiner
Capt Jones Flight Ezaminer
Capt Paul Flight Examiner
Jo ¥aj Dennett Instrustor Pilot
Maj Roaten - Instructor Filot
Maj Daua Ingtructor Pilot
Ma] Exrnest Instrustor Pilot
{ MaJ MacDonald Tostruoter Pllot
Capt MoIntyre Instructor Pilot
Ma} Rogers . Areraft CQmmandor
Maj Gamble _ Areraft Commander
Capt Fobben Areraft Cormander
Capt Maciulay Mroraft Comuander
Capt Dommons Alreraf't Commander
Capt Sunmers Alraraft Commander
\ Sgt Burdett Flight Examiner/Flight Mechanic
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Sgt Stagliano .7 Instructor Flight Machanic
S8t Deaman " Instrustor Flight Mechazio |
MSgt Scheddt | Flight Sxaminer Pararescus
ISgt Heal Flight Zcaminer Pararescue
SSgt Hutschler Inatructor Pararescus
SSgt Bryant Instructer Pararescue
Sgt Jenkins Instructor Pararescus
LS DR ESHI [T i
S g 1
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CHAPTER IXX

FORWARD OPERATING IOCATION SFOQ)
During the past quarter, the 40th 43RSq FOL operations and maintenance
at Ubon RTAFB, Thailand, remained baasioally unchanged. We continued to
maintain twe alrcraft on 15 minute day alert with four pilots, alx en-
listed crew mambers, and two maintenance persomnel. The £light arews
rotated every three days while the meintenance people rotated on a 60-
day basis, The requirement for a separate FOL Officer-In~-Charge was
deleted in November. The senlor ranking officer with the alert crews
now assumes this responsidbility.
The FOL'S increased iR area of responsibility discussed in Chapter IT
(Operationsa) has alsc inoreased the mumber of sorambles. There were 12
serambloa this quarter, resulting in one crew evacuation from Cambodia.
In short, the alert posture at Ubon ATAFB, Thalland, hzs become a cru.cis.l
part of our SAR efforts and ths incroased responsibility 1s being shared
by all echelons in the Squndron. | "

LH&CLASSIFIED
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CHAPTER IV

MATINTENANCE AWD SUPPLY,
During this quarter, the Maintenance Branch's Hi=53 alroraft flew 511
sorties, which required 1254.1 flying hours. This was approxinately
€4.3% of the flying hour program.
The HH-53 Operationally Roady (ORB) rates for the three montha wers 81.6%,
82,28, and 79.2% respectively, while oarnibalizations totaled 57. There
were 34970 direot :nanhpura oxpended for HH-53 alrcraft, which equatas to
279 'manhmn-a per flying how (H/FH). This ia conglderably abofo the
standard of 20Mi/FHl. These manhowwa appear szcessive due to extensive
maintenance required to maintain the airerait and an arbitrary standard
developed befors experience was gained on the ailreraf't.

PERFORMANCE STATTSTICS
CARNIBALIZATIONS  SORTIAS CANNTRALTZATTON/SORTIES

HE~53C HE-530 HE~53C
ocT 13 Cup 10.8
OV 15 176 11,7
DEC 2 C195 6.7
- NORS RATES
BI-53C
T | | 3.0
v 0.7
DEG 1.5
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K CHAPTER V

AT RATIO}

This quarter saw a great inorease in efficiency and productivity for the :

Upit administrative Section. This was largely due to the assigument of a

Master Sergeant, AFSC 70270, in September, and an exceptionally well quall.
fied Staff Sergeant, AFSC 70270, in Ootober, and our first full-time Adpine

latrative Officer in lovember. This increased mapagement capabllity has
decreased the response tims for routine typing from two or three days to

tuo or three hours, Jasignment of gpecifis fmmeotions to a&signad porsonnel

has allowsd greater emphasie on Publieationa, Forms, and Documentation
Management, resulting in mich more effective programs in these areas.
During November, we assumed the added workload of typing recommendstions
for awards snd decorations, :rhis taék was formerly scoomplished by para-
rescus personnel assigned additicnal duf.y 1in the iwards and Decorations
Sgction. Thila change was made dus to a shortage of pararescuemen and & -
high error return rate. & significant decresse 1n ihe error return rate
has been evident and we have absorbed thls additlonal requirement with no
adverse effect on our other funotdona. o
Acocomplishment of OERs oontinuéa to bs a problem, This iz primarily dua
to the following factors: :

1. The quallty of AF Forma 77 available %o this unit 18 far below
acoepteble standarda. The marging of the top, bottom, and sides of the
forms vary and this makes it extremely difficult to line the forms up.
Congequently, the typing on the carbon coples oftentimes exceeda the space
provided in the various blocks and the repcrt must be reacoompliszhed.

DNCLASSIFIED
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2, The qualliy of typewriter maintenance, and time required for
repair, caused us at times to have only ons typewriter that could be
used to aoccomplizh OERs. There seems to be no cure for this because the
coniract work 18 done by Thei nationals on a bid basis for each required
work request.

J. Personnel responsible for processing the (ERs at higher headquarters
are too critical and reject too many reports for minute exrors or debatabls

 wordage. Consideration should be given to the faot that we are in a war

zone and our materizls and equipment are not up to stats-side stardardas.
PERSONNET,
Total manning for this quarter was the lowest recorded so far this year.
The enlisted ranks were authorized 197 slots, at the end of this quarter
176 slots were filled. Ofric;er manuing wag down to 82% due to the incred-
ibly large losses of early December., However, MiC and all highar echelons
are doing their best to bring unit manning to the 1003 level we have been
acoustomed to.
At the end of Decewber, maintenanea aFSC's were completely manned with proe
Jected gains, These people should be erriving about the middle of Jaguary. -
The only roal problem has been in AFSC 462X0 where we are suthorized five
people and have only one asaigned.‘ The projeotion of two galna in January
and the help of manning assiatance from our sister squadron at Da Hang }d.ll
bring the maming to 80F% by late that month.
Mrerew manning for this quarter has been ateadily falling., Thia waa due
to normal losses in pararedoue menning with no appreciable gains to ocover

HMNCLASSIFIRD
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those lomaes. Headquarters Mgﬂraamed us that ve will recelve thoss
necessary gains i;y late January. ‘Pilot manning dropped to 90% aince

early Dscamber. Projested gains begimming in February will tring us to

the 100 mark once sgain. Flight Englnsers, AFSC 443150C, are experiencing
a "fat? period. Present asaigned manning has them overmanned by one po'ﬁl-;-
tion.

The following is a breakdown of the squadron manning by AFSC ab the end

.....

APSC AUTHORIZED ASSTGNED PERCENT
1025F 32 25 78
1025¢ 6 7 100
4OXX 2 2 100
64244 1 1 100
7034 1 1 160
10090 1 o 0
27120 4 4 100
29310 3 3 100
301X0 7 8 100
301x1 ) 8 100
301%4 7 6 85
30154 2 2 100
32510 6 5 83
391504 2 2 100
421%2 A 5 100
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AFSC

lﬂnn
423X0.
43191
X4,3140B
43150C

- 4431200
43220
46210
534%0
535X0
£4510
70230
732X0
75112
4923X0

ADTHORTZED ASSTQED
¢ 3
® 5
’ 4
? 7
49 »
ks 16
12 11-
g 1
® 2
2 2
* 2
? 8
! 1
! 1
24 23

UNCLASSHHED
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75
1C0
80

93
100
ey

160
100

100
88
100
100
67
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- CHAPTER VI

AWARDS AND DECORATIONS | ,
During this quarter the following decorations were submitted for approvzil:

AMr Force Cross 2
Silver Star 5
Dlstinguished Flylng Cross 37
Alr Medal : 63
Bronze Star Medal 6
Ar Force Mndation Medal 16
Durdng this quarter the following decorations were awarded:
Distinguiahied Flylng Groas 6
ALr Medal - ' 13
Bronse Star Msdal 1
AMr Force Commendation Hedal 2

UNCLA3SIiFIED
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CHAPTER VII
The 40th ARRSq had cne alrcraft incident this quarter in 1254.1 flying
hours. There was no reportable ground safety injurdles durdng the perded.
Thare was ons axplosives ineident.
On 11 October 1971, a 40th A#RSq eiroraft hit a bird. The bird strike caused
a five inch diamster, one and one-balf inch dent on the leading edge of the
sponson. mamwmfomdmmmngafmmfught. Due to the
mknown location, altitude, alrspeed, and tims of the bird striks, .no &C-
tion was required. | |
On 20 Ostober 1971, a 40th ARRSq aircraft #3 minl gun experienced a cook-
off. On the first pass over the gunnery range, the PJ had fired about
100 rounds from #3 gun when the I1ink in the ammo chuts hroke. This problem
was corrected during the next pass over the gunnery renge. The #3 gun was
again fired at a 45° angle to the right vhen the gun jammed. During the
firing, the aspent hrass and link collsction hopper filled with raes. The
right hopper chute was on t.he airpr&ft ramp preventing the expended brass
andlinkafromozpelnngthroughthonhute. In eddition, the gun link
chute exit was partislly hlooked by the hopper lip which extends up to 1it.
This bleckage caused the expended links to back up in the chute, Jamsing
the gun., The PJ turped off the arming switch and informed the pdlot of
the jammed gun., About 30 seconds after the gun jammed, a roumd agooked®
off. Aafter 7 to 9 minutes the PJ removed the safing sector to olear the
gun. '.Ihefe wag one round halfway in the barrel. He removed the feeder

LiiCLASSIEIER
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\

delinker to attenpt extraction of the round. WUhile he turned tc ask the
fllght engineer for a screwdriver, this rotmd "cookad" off also. Ten
minutes thereafter, the weapon was placed in the atomd posliion. Upon
return to base, it vaa-not?g.that the bolt, which secures the hopper to
themya, wnanotplacedpropérlyto secwr'e the hopper to the gun.

A1l operators were briefed on the importance of the bolt's functlon of
facuring the brasa disponal uhute to the gun properly. The brass disposeal
chute must be monltored period.lcally to prevent exceasive brass buildup.
The posalbility of deleting the use of the brass disposal chute should be
considered by higher headquarters. They were also cowmselled that the
cooling time for number 3 gun be increased to 15 minutes prior to attempt-
ing to olear a gun jam.

~
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| GLIPTER VEIT
PACILITTES
Squadron Baildings
This quarter, two éf. our three squadron buildings received major mainte-

]

nance and repalr. The operations facility had new walls installed along
the north aide of the Training, Standardization, Scheduling, and Exmcutive
offices. 4ilsc, the main flight arew lriefing room and lounge was completely
repainted along wilth replacement of its south wall. additdonally, ‘omnt
dralnage ditches ware bullt aroun& the building's perimeter in hopes of
rﬁudng the flooding during the rainy szeascn.
The Pararescus offices and storage rooms had new door locks and barred
windows 1nstalled as & securlity improvement mesasure.
The Meintenance facility had a general interior face 1lifting with the ocon~-
struction of five new offices. They included rooms for alrcrew — mainte-
nance debriefing, supply/materiel, maintenance analyais, maintenance train-
ing, and e new armament shop.

Enlisted Barracks
'i'he enlisted llving quarters also had several major additions and repairs
eompletad this quarter. Parhaps the most appreciated new additlon was the
WYALLEY IOUNGE." Ths entire Job was accomplished with 40th persomiel
acting as plumbers, elsctricians, carpenters and material prooursment
speoinlists or "sgavengers." it the same time, the "VALLEY® pionie ai-ea,
locatad within the confines of the barracks, recelved several new tables
and a horseshoe pit.

UMCLASSIFIED
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The latrines in the *VALLTI recelved sew fixtures, and the shower
rooms ;rare painted,

UNCLADSSIFIED
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. GIAPTER IX
. PEDRO
Local Base Rescus (LBR) Mission
The mission of the Pedro Seation of the 4Oth ARASq, Hekhon FPhanom KTAFB,
Thallend, is to operate apd maintain search snd rescus equipment to ze-
complish airorew recovery, local base rescus, and evacustion missions as
direqted. The geographleal area of responsiblliiy for alrcrew recovery
is an actlon redins of 75 miles. The radins of action of local base res-
cus response with the Fire Suppression Klt, which i3 the primary mission,
i= 15 miles.
Facilities
Several improvemonts wers mad_e to the LER Flight alert facillity and to
the lounge of bullding T-2291. .11 projects complated during this period
wore self-help projecta except for the conatruction of. new alert ¥aireraft
cooked® slgns, which were coupletad by Clvil Engineering. Our alert facdlity
offices wers all painted and our patic roof fiberglass skylights were re-
moved and replaced with now galvamized metal. The skylights had leaked
badly during reinstorms. The {ool orid in hanger T-17 was completed and
new shelves were constritotsd. ‘All alert area tow lines and caution circles
vere repaintaﬁ on the alert raup. A‘new wind scok was constructed and in-
atalled on the peak of the hanger roef. Ouwr paint, grease, and oil bulk
storage area ;llaﬂ rebuilt and painted. The leunge of bullding I'-2291 was -
repainted and panelled and various now entertainment equipment installed.

UNCLASSIFIED
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imong the list of future projects, will be completion of our new cement
apron around the alert pads, removal of the old parachute tower, and
reseeding of the lawn areas. ifore painting and general repairs will be
made on a continuing basis.

Operatlions

The following table reflects the unit flying time for the gquarter:

MISSION ) SORTIES FLYING TIME
‘Intercepts 133 33.3
SAR Recovery & MED-EVAC 0 0.0
Base Support 15 11.6
Training 110 134.7
Maintenance 14 ' 9.6

Main:benance and Supply
This past quﬁr the 4Oth's two HH-LB alreraft flew 272 sorties totaling
189.2 hours or 105.1% of their flying hour program. Thers were 4069 di-
rect maintenance manhours expended (21.5M1/FH). Cannibalizations for the
quarter totaled 6.

Performance Statisticsa

ANNT DALTZATTONS  SORTIES CANNLBALTZATION/SORTIES
oCT 3 87 29:0
NOV 0 | 70 0.0
DEC 3 95 31.7
2 g\ F \ Lv.
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_HORS Rates ”
oCT 4.6
NOV 8.3

" DEC 8.5
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M4AP OF RESCUE LOCATIONS

Aghean 01 -~ ZHravo Mission

Gunfighter €2 - Alpha and Bravo Mission
Faleon 74 - Alpha and Breve Miasion
MaGla Pass

Fishis Mouth
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