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FIRE BASE, PACE, Vietnam — A U.§.

" soldler peeked up from the floor of a

bunker after two Communist - moriar
rounds had exﬂloded- outside, spraying
the area with shrapnel.

To_the American soldlers at this fire
base 500 yards from the Cambodian bor-
der in northern Tay Ninh Province, the
blasts offered some escape from the
boredom of day-to-day life here.

Communist gunners have fred about
200 mortar and rocke! rounds at the base
since Sept. 23 with most of the incoming
roundy directed at the Chincok helicop-
ters as they approach the compound to
drop supplies to the men of the 2nd Bn.,
3nd Arty. and 1st Air Cav. Div.

*You get up in the morning and spend
the day Filling sandbags to reinforee the
bunkers and teplace the bags destroyed

B52s Bomb Border

by mortar attacks,” Spee. § Richard Bud-
zinsky, one of the medics with the 1st Air
Cav. Div,, said. .

“You also run for a bunker when the
Chinooks come in to drop supplles bes
cause the choppers are bound to draw in-
coming,” he added.

One of the hazardous jobs at the fre.

base s bringing In the supplies which the
helicopters drop outside the compound
onto an exposed area of Highway 22 Jead-
ing from Vietnam into Cambodia.

As several men run onto the road and
begin loading the supplies onto a truck,
the perimeter guards sit behind 80mm
and .§0-caliber machine guns and listen
{ml; the pop of mortar rounds leaving the
ube, -

As the goard yells “incoming,” men
working on the road dive under the 334
ton truck which is their only protection
agalnat shrapnel,

Air Strikes Beat a USO Show.

Mortars, B52s Enliven Bunker

" Thie men work 15 hours a day here un-
der a swsltertng sun.

It takes lime to develop the ability to
fall asleep under the roar of the big guns,
so they catnap mostly, one Infantryman
said. “You adjust and soon you can fall
asleep anywhere, anytine,” he added,

Diversion from the boredom often
means writing a letter home or playing
cards, At this fire base, however, a B53
strike is more popular than a US() show.

“A B2 strike Is definitely a morale
b:ﬂ;t“'" the mustachioed Budzinsky
sald.

“As a matter of fact, the guards go
around walr.ing everybody up so they can
watch,” said 8.5gt, Jimmie Silvey,

“Even if the B52 sirikes wake you up,
1t's worth it,” Budznsky added.

Most of the Communist rounds
dropped on the base so far have been

Life

during the day. At night, the Americans
fire back with eight-inch howitzers and
175mum guns.

American Cobra gunships and F4
Phantom fighter-bombers sweep in often
to blast suspected Red positions wilh
bombg and napalm.

“Charlle’s got guts,” an infantryman
on perlmeter guard said ps a Phantom
dropped low and drew the chatter of
AK47 assault rifle fire from a wooded
area.

Inaide the fire direction centar two sol-
dlers spoke of going home and getting &
hot meal. One picked thoughtfully at a
guitar and the other cleancd plasile-cov-
ered charts with shaving ¢cream.

“C rations,” one man sald and
wrinkled his nosa, '

“I sure miss that runping water,
man," another soldler sald with a sigh_

In Reply to Shelling

3438 Vietnom Bursey
SAIGON -- While Communist
gunners pelted allled positions,
US. Air Force BS2 hombers
pounded NVA positions in the
Cambodia-Vietham border area,
allied military spok sald

hlle, South Viet
rangers killed 14 Communists
Wednesday six miles northwest
of Kien An near the northern
edge of the Delta’s U Minh
Forest, spokesmen said. Two

Thursday.

The South Vietnamese com-
mand said North Vietnamese
soldiers shelted ARVN positions
nine times Wednhesday with §1
rounds of rocket and mortar
fire, Two of the indirect fire at-
tacks caused light casualties,

American soldlers at Fire
Base Pace near the Cambodian
border weathered two shelling
attacks without taking a casu.
alty Wednesday, U.S. command
spokesmen said, NVA guamers
fired one 82mm mortar round at
the base during the afternoen
and seven mortar rounds at

night.

Allied forces retaliated with
four B52 bomblng missions in
Northern Tay Nink Province
and 58 alr strikes against Com-
munist positions on hoth sides of
the Cambodian border, spokes-
men said.

One flight of the Bi2s struck
suspecied troop locations 27
miles northwest of Tay Niuh,
atwl three formations of the
Stratofortress bombers hit bunk-
er complexes and sterage sites
in aress ranging from 21 to 23
miles northwest of Tay Ninh, the
U.8. Command said,

Seventh AF F4 phantoms and
A37 Dragontlies flew 28 strikes
in northern Tay Ninh Province
while Vietnamese Air Force pi-
tats flew 30 missions in support
of ARVN units operating in the
area, spokesmen said.

Communist pressure began
fading in the Cambodia-Vietnam
border area northwest of Saigon
early this week, and spokesmen
Thursday reporied only . one
ground clash in the area.

In that skirmish twoe com-
panies of ARVN paratroopers
killed theee reds Wednesday two
and a half miles west of Hung
Dao Base camp near the border,
spokesmen said, There were no
ARVN casualties,

were R

South Vietnamese Rangers
and Infanteymen killed 22 Reds
Wednesday in Quang Ngai Proy-
ince during fighting In three dis-
iricts, spokesmen said. Four in-
fantrymen and one ranger were
wounded in the scatiered
clashes,

In a deiayed report, the U.S.
command said a U.S. Army OH6
Light Observaiion helicopter
was Shot down Tuesday 14 miles
narth of Kontum ji the Ceniral
H]i?hlands. There were no casu-
alties.

Viets Attack
U.S. Library

SAIGON (AP — A band of 20
to 3¢ motercycle-riding students
staged an antl-American attack
Thursday at the Abraham Lin-
coln Library in central Saigon,
throwing rocks and hurling flre-
bombs at Amertean vehicles.

There were no injuries report-
ed and the students fled before
police arrived. The library run
by the Joint United States Pub-
lle Affairs Office for Vietnam.
The students stormed past the
gate as the guard tried to close
it, knocking him out of the way,

They hurled rocks at a US.
car, then firebombed it. The car
was only slightly damaged: An-

Thais Mb\;e Aga}nsi

Southern

BANGKOK (UPI) — Thai
forces, working in llalson with
Malaysian troops across the bor-
der and backed by artillery and
air support, moved deep into the

h i i Thurs-

other firebemb fell harml
inside the courtyard on the steps
of the library. :

Anciert Towns Found

MOSCOW (AP) — Soviet arch-
eologists are reported by the of-
ficlal news agency Tass to have
unearthed the remains of iwo
ancient towns in northwestern
Rnssia. The towns are said to
%n(l:e back to about 10,000 years

Bl p \
day in search of guerrillas.

There were reports that the
aperation may be linked with an
upsurge of Communist activily
in northern Malaysia.

Three Thai border poliee were
wounded in a running batile in
Yala Province that was atill un.
der way Wednesday. The gov.
ernment force clashed with
about 30 terrorists,

Gov. Pravet Roengcharus of
Yala Province said that a force

Guerrillas

of sbout 1,000 terrorists under
Malaysian guerrilla leader Ar
Sae have been reporied in the
area recently.

Alr Chief Marshal Dawee
Chuilasapya, chiel of staff of the
Supreme Command, said Chl-
nese guerrillas who used to op-
erate only along the border re-
gion have now closed ranks with
Communist terrorists in the In-
rerdpmvlnces of southeru Thei-
and. ’

"Dawee left here Wednesday
for a Knala Lumpur meeting
with Malaysian officials to dis-
cuss Joint Thal-Malaysian count-
er-insurgency operations.

More Hue Massacre Victims Found

SAIGON (AP}—The govern-
ment news agency said Thnrs.
day that 51 more bodies of
victims of thn Commun’st mas-
sacre at Hue during the Tet of.
fensive in 1#G3 have been dis-
interred and rebncied.

Vietnam Press said the bodies
included those of two American
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servicemen, which were turned
aver to U.S, authorities, while
the others were buried at a
cemetery near Hue. The U.S.
command said it had no inior-
mation on the dead Americans.

More thar 3,000 persons ave
belleved to have heen sxecirtnd
by the North Vietnamese and
Yiet Cong during the Hue at-
tacks. More tham 2,000 bodies

have been recovered from a
dozen graves near the city.
Meanwhile, in  Washington,
U.S. State Department officials
said Thnrsday It was not clear
whether five graves discovered
by Cambodian forces condained
hodies of American newsmen,
Department spokesman Char-
les W, Bray said the U.S. Em-
bassy in Fhnom Penb has ad.
vised that Cambodian officials

are sending a leam to inspect
the graves, which were discov-
ered on Ronte 30, south of
Phnom Penh,

Bray said that it may be “a
matter of some days befors [
can speak to the point regard-
ing identification.”

Several American newsmen
and felevision reporters have
disappearod in (hat arca.

Combat Toll
For Week: 21

©  SA% Vielnam Bureau

SAIGON - Twenly-one ser-
vicemen were killed in aclion
during the week ended Oct. 2,
down eight from the previous
weak, the U.5. command sald
Thursday.

Sixteen Americans lost their
lives to_  other than hoslile
causes. This was a jump of 10
from the previous week.

.S, wounded rose. sharply to
117, up 70 from the previous
week. Sevenly-itwo of the
wounded icqul

ticd hospital core.

Two .S, servicemen were
kllled In air operatlons over
Laos to bring to 87 the number
of Americans lost to hostile fire
over Lhat country since March
10, 1570. -

1,045 More
Spaces Cut

SAIGON (5&S) — The ird Bn..
ist Inf. of the 23rd Inf. Div.
(Americal) began stand down

ursday, the U.S. command
said.

The 21st Avlation Co. {(utllity
alrplane) also began stand down
with 125 space reductions, Atmy
spokesmen sald,

The 3rd Bn., 1st Inf., which ar-
rived in Vietnam in December
1967, has 520 space reductions,
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