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INTRODUOTION 

The purpose of this supplement is to provide a recorded and 

factual history of F Battery, 79th Aerial Rooket Artillery, 

let Oavalry71>ivision (J .. 1rmoblle) during the period 1 February 

1972 through :31 July 1972. 
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FORMATION AND DEVELOlMENT 

A M1~tory of E Battery, 79th (ARA), 1st Cavalry Division would 
be incomplete without mention of units from whioh it evolved. 

The U.S. Army's firs~ Aerial Rocket Arti11~ry unit was C Battery, 
2nd Battalion (Composite), 42nd Artillery. It was activated on 
13 Feb 1963, at Fort Benning, GA. On that date, the unit was 
re-designated 377th Artillery. ,The mission of the 377th Artillery 
wus to develop tactics and teohniques which would provide effeotive 
aerial artillery fire support for an airmobile division. 

Upon oompletion of the initial develppment and testing phase, the 
aeri.,l rooket artillery battery was expt:lIlded to a battalion on 
30 April 1964. The period from June 1964 to June 1965 was one of 
intensive training. During this period the battalion, developed individual 
skills, ooordinated unit operations, and combined arms eperation 
in preparation for exercise Air Assault II, the final test of the 
"Airmobile Concept". After suocessfully cempleting that test, the 
battalion set upon perfeoting what they had develped and demonstrated 
to be an invaluable asset. By the end of June, the first aerial 
rocket artillery battalion was ready for use as an intregal element 
of the world's first Airmobile Division. 

On 1 July 1965, the 377~h Artillery was re-designated, 2nd Battalion) :::.~,. . 
20th Artillery to form an element of the 1st Cavalry Division (Airmebile). 
The battalion consisted of three firing batteries and one headquarters 
battery. During the first weeks of July 1965, the battalion reorganized, 
effected neoessary personnel ohanges, and was refitted with equipment 
in oonformity with a newly promulgated TOE. Emphasis was plaoed on 
trnining assigned personnel in the intricaoies of aerial rooket 
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artillery operations. On the 28th of that month, the President issued 

the order dispatching the 1st Cavalry Division (Airmobile) to the 

Republic of VietnNn. 

In 1968, C Battery, 2nd Battalion, 20th Artillery adopted their "Blue 

Max" callsign. Sinoe that time, the "Blue Max" has beoome . known 

throughout Vietnam. AH-1G Attaok Helicopters bearing the distinctive 

blue maltese cross has provided invaluable support for U.S. and allied 

forces. On 1 August 1971 C G Battery, 2nd Battalion, 20th Artillery 

was re-designated F Battery, 79th Aerial Field Artillery, 3rd Brigade 

(Sep), 1st <Kwa1ry Division (J.irmoblle) •. 

As Vietnamization proved S'<1ocessful, and U.S. Troops were withdrawn, 

the 3rd Brigade of the 1st Cavulry Division "stood down". Remaining 

units were placed under the operational oontrol of "Task Force Gary 

Owen" whioh was formed on 18 June 1972. After 7 years of distinguished 

servioe F Battery, 79th Aerial Field Artillery was inactivat.d. 
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HISTORY CF THE "BLUE Mi.x" 

7.'he.n Blue Max" Imll derived frClm the anoient order of the "Blaok 
Max". Legend pllloes its beginning Ilt the time of the Crusades. 
The purpose of the Blaok Max WIlS to identify a knight who had 
gone nstray and had violated the oode of knighthood. The. Blaok 
Max was believed 'to possess unusual powers. If it were worn oont­
inously for n period of one year, it would endow its bearer with 
the strength to overoome his defioienoy. In time it Wt'.s "found" 
that the Blaok Max had the power to aooomplish its purpose in less than 
one yenr. In faot.it oould aooomplish, its purpose in one week, provided 
two oonditions were mot. (1) the Blaok Max must be worn each day nt a 
prescribed time for not less than n one hour period, and (2) the 
reoipient must make n oonoertod effort to oorreot his wrong doing. 
At the height of the Prussian Empire, an award to honor their "Knights" 
in battle was presented. It was mown as the "Blue Max". During 
World War I, the "BlUe Max~ ImS the German eqUivalent of our Congress­
ional Medal of Honor. 
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HClfOR ROlE 

"LET IT II! KNM TO ALL 

THAT THESE MEN GJ.VE THEIR "MJ;IR IN 

DEFENSE <F J. NOBLE CAUSE" 

KILLED IN ACTION 

~ ~ mJ.NCH POSITICfi CALU!IGN !l!!§ . !'l!9! TlME 

CH1JUES S. WINDIER CW2 AVN Aircraft ColDl!lallder 34 5 Apr 72 Lee Ninh 1030 Hcurs 

HENRY M. SPEIGIER CPr INF Pilot 34X 5 Apr 72 Loo Ninh 1030 Hours 

ROBERT F. WILLUMS CPr AR Airoraft Commrulder 10 11 Mc.y 72 An Loo 1233 ILurs 

RODNEY L. STROBRIDGE CPr FA Pilot lOX II Mc.y 72 An Lee 1233 Hours 

JOON R. HENN JR. CW2 AVN Airoraft COIIlIIIlIllder 33 24 May 72 An Leo 1425 Hovs 

ISAAC Y. Hc:&KA CW2 J.VN Pilot 33X 24 May 72 An Loo 1425 Hours 

STEmEN E. SHIELDS liLT INF J.ircraft Co!J!D!lDder 22 20 Jun 72 Tan Ihni 0955 Hours 

EIlIIH G. NCRTHUP CPr FA Pilot 22X 20 Jun 72 Tan Ihni 0955 Hours 

JOHN L. DILAv.o CW2 AVN Test Pilot 21 24 Jun 72 Long Thanh 2340 Hours 



lflge 7 

ROOER L. CAUBIE 

MARCO A. CCJU)(Il 

CW2 

CPr 

AVN 

INF 

WOtINDED IN ACTION 

PQSITIOO 

AircrAft CoJllllQ!lder 11 Apr 72 Loe Ninh 0930 hours 

Pilot 21 Jun 72 Tt:Il" Khru. 1430 Hours 
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IN MEMORY 

They reached the area that Charlie wes in 

net tC' far frem the bcrder-line. 

The leadship rC'lled in ~nd started to expend 

follewed by 739. 

Down, dC'wn the wingshipcame 

spitting ~ut r~ckets and lead. 

Down,llIid'liown dived 739 

not a word over the radio was said. 

Straight and true the brave men flew 

until tho cIcek ran out of time ___ 

And pieces were left as evidence 

T'was the death of 739 .• 

Ask any pilot that tlies at nite 

the strange things he must see, 

The shadow forms that don't seem right 

and thE; things that just can't be. 

Ask him about the phantC'm Cobra 

that seems tl' fC'llc·w behind. 

I'm sure he'll tell about the Lcrd's cwn wings hip 

~he ghost cf 739. 

"Blue Max 68P" 
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IN MEMORY 

Many odd things seem tt' happen in 

the chaos of passing time. 

And there is a story I have to tell 

abC'ut the ghost t'f 739. 

In the "T.O.C" came a distant vcice 

as it broke the still nite-air. 

"It's r.lue Mmt we needl" "It's Blue Mmt you'll get 
held tight and we'LL be there." 

In the quiet of an Ji.sian morn 

out of bed two men did climb. 

A Combat mission they were tc fly 

in the wingship 739. 

Four brave men in the early hours 

dashed eut to tho chilly line. 

Only fate knew what she had in store 

fer the two in 739. 

~hey started their engines and off they flew 

like thunder in a oleuldless sky. 

Four bold men in denth-dealing aircraft 

Perohanoe to live, perohanoe to die. 



fage 10 

CITI,TIONS FOR VALOR 

~riod 1 Feb 1972 thru 1 Aug 1972 

~ RJJlK AWJJlPFP PENDING 

BhSKETT, William F. CW2 m"V" 
BRONN, Miohael J. CPT DFO-VUGO with SS SS 
OJ.MPBELL, Willirun H CPT DFC 
CORDON, Miohael J •• CPT PH SS 
C/.UBLE, Roger L. CW2 PH DFC 
OJ.usn, Billy H. CPT SS-SS-DFC SS~C-VNGC with SS 
CHUNN, Warren A. CPT DFC VNGC wi.th SS 
CIJU'PER, John W. CPT ·DFC-DFC ACM"V"-VNCG with SS 
DJ. VIS, Harry L. CPT DFC-BS"V"-VNGC with SS 

* DIlJ,.LLO, John A. CW2 PH 
DOBESH, Robert E. WOl DFC VNOO with 55 
FUNK, DavidL. MAl SS-DFC-VNGC with GS 
GALLOWAY, Miohael J. CW2 DFC VNGC with SS 
GANAS, Johnny F. liLT DFC-VNGC with SS 
GARRETT, Thomas W. CPT VNGC with BS DFC-VNGC with SS 
GOWER, Jo.mos M. liLT erc VNOC with SS 

*HENN, John R. CW2 DFC-J;MIIVII-PH SS-nrC";VNOC with SS 
*HOSAKA, IsaM Y. CW2 PH SS-nrC-WGC with SS 

HOULT, Robort ~. CW2 AM "V" 
JACKSON, James T. WOl AM"V" DFC..u7JC with SS 
KNIGHT, Robert W. CW2 AM "V" nrc 
LAGUENS, Delwin P. CPT nrC-VNGC with SS 
LEACH, Willio.m P. CPT nrc SS-VNGC with SS 
LYONS, WilliOlll L. CPT DFC VNGC with SS 
MC COY, Donald R. CW2 J.M"VII 
MC CULLOOOH, Ronald C. WOl AM"V" VNGC with SS 
Mo Intyre, Barry F. CW2 SS-DFC VNGC with SS 
MC KAY, Lawrenoe E. Jr. Mio.J SS VNGC with SS 

*NORTHUP, Edwin G. CPT l'H SS-DFC-VNGC with SS 
PkRKER, John R. III CPT DFC-DFC-VNGC with S."l 
PHILLI!: S; J aokie L. CW2 DFC-VNOC With SS 
PRESLEY, Willirun R. OW2 DFC-JIM "V" 
ROBISON, Cooil M. CPT DFC-1J1"V"-JlM"V" SS-DFC-VNGC with SS 
RUSSO, .t.1.o.n M. CPT VNGC with GS SS-WC-VNGC with SS 
SCRIVENER, The'mas S. OPT J.M"V" 

*SHIELDS, Stephen E.· liLT SS-PH- SS-VNGC with S3 
SMITH, Clarenoe J .. CPT "JIM "V" 
SMITH, Stephen E. WOl DFC VNGC with SS 
SNOW, Willirun B. liLT AM"V" 

*SP.ENGLER, Henry M. CPT S8-PH 
*STROl:1RlOOE, Rcdney L. CPT S8-PH DFC-VNGC with 55 

*Killed in notion 



NAME Rl..NK .1jWl,RDED .PENDING -
TOMS, Russell D. CW2 DFC- . DFC-WGC with SS TUSI, Ronttld L. CW2 DSC-ilM"V" SS-llS "V" WGC with SS "illITE, JClhn 1 .. CW2 DFC-WGC with BS DFC-l.M"V"-VNGC with SS *WILLIl.MS, Robert F. CPT SS-PH DFC *WINDLER, Charles C. CW2 SS-PH DFC-WGC with SS 

Ingell 
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UNIT OlT"'f+()~S 

Presidential Unit Citation 

Vcl~r6Us Unit Citation 

Vietnames Gallantry Cress with Palm 

1 ll.pr 72-25 Jun 72 pending 

lOot 67 thru 31 Oot 67 
i..warded 15 Jan 70 

5 Apr 72 thru 27 Jun 72 pending 
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w.Mlll NICKNJJ1E C4LLSIGN 

DJWID L. FUNK MJ.J JJI 

Al#\N M. RUSSO CPT IN "GOllF ATHER" 5 

HJ.RRY L. DJ.VIS CPT FA "NURDINE" JiM 6 

MICHAEL J. mOWN crT INF "PUCK" 36 

JOHN W. CWI'ER crT FA 30 

WILLIAM II. C/.MI'DELL CPT n "FOJ:.'ES" 15 

THCMAS W. GARnETT CFT .t.R "CI! IrlKENMJ:.N" 10 

CHiJ\LES S. HURT CFT F.It. "SrOON" 17 

DELWIN P. LAGDENS cn JJI "DntTY SHEETS" 35 

WILLllM P. LEl.CH CPT Fi, "LURCH" . 36 

tl' OHN R. P.t.RKER III crT F.It. "DIG JOHN" 38 

CECIL M. RODISON CPT FA ''MOOSE'' 20 

ARLIE E. MOORE LSG "TOP" 

DILLY H. CAUSEY CPT AR "ROLL EM" 25 

HENRYJ. HJ.nMELING CPr IN "MOPS IE" 

P.l.UL J. KEDROW CPT FJ.. "LOFSm" 

WILLIJ.M G. MITCHELL CPT IN "CHI CKENI'LJ.TIl:" 

JormNY F. GJoNAS l/LT "LITTLE NURDOtNE" 21 

J i.MES M. GOWER l/LT ''MIKE'' 11 

JJIMES V. SUDDUTH CW3 I.VN "OLD MAN" 34 

l'.JJUt Y F. MC INTYRE CW2 1.VN "mGILU" 24 

RUSSELL D. TOMS JR. CW2 I.VN "rIRDMAN" 37 

RONALD L. TUSI CW2.1t.VN "KING cornA" 12 

JOHN I •• WHITE CW2 J.VN "r:UF ORD" 11 

RONALD C. MC CULLOUGH WOl J.VN "FRUC IE " 



JAMES T. Jl.CKSON WOl /.VN 

STEPHEN S. SMITH WOl AVN 

ROBERT S. CIJIESON CPT TC 

NICHOLAS MOLEA CVl2 1.VN 

JACKIE L. PHILLIPS CW2 J.V1I 

ROBERT E. DOBESH WOl AVN 

lJ.WRENCE E. MC KAY JR. MAJ F i. 

JUDSON E. PERRY CPT ADA 

FREDRICK A. BENNETT CPr Fi. 

MICHAEL E. BERNJ.TH CPT F!. 

WARREN J.. CHUNN CPT n 
MARCO A. CORDON CPT J.R 

RODEFtT O. EHLERS CPT n 
WILLIAM L. LYONS CPT AR 

THOOS S. SCRIVENER CPT n 

ClJJ(ENCE 1 •• SMITH III CPT AR 

THOOS W. GENTItY . liLT FA 

JOHN E. RIEDER liLT TC 

WILLI/1M B. SNOW liLT TI-W 

WILLIAM F j Bi.SKETT CW2 J.VN 

ROGER L. CioUBLE Cw2 J.VN 

DANIEL H. DOiiliNE 

MICHI>!L J. GJ.LLOWJ..Y 

ROBER T C. HOULT 

ru.LFH E. JOHNSTON 

ROBERT. W. KNIGHT 

ROE-EItT p. LYNN 

CHloRLES F. ~U.nISCHEN 

DON1,LD R. MC COY 

WILLIJIM R. PRESLEY 

WOI J,VN 

CW2 j.VN 

CW2 AVN 

CW2 /.VN 

CW2 j.VN 

CW2 AVN 

CW2 I.VN 

CW2 Jo.VN 

CW2 i,VN 

ERNEST W. ftICKENBi.CKER CW2 AVN 
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"JET JACKSON" 

"GOOZ" 

"SKIPPY" 

"NICK THE GREEK" 

" BJ.BYBOY" 

"DUBIOUS" 

"SUPER TIGER" 

"Ji.Y" 

"STICK" 

"UNCLE FERNIE" 

"K" "C" 
"MARC" 

"BUFFJ.LO CHIPS" 

"DIRTY OLD WIN" 

"UNCLE EERNIE JR" 

"SMITTY" 

"L" "T" 
"SLEi.ZY" 

"SHEP" 

''FESTUS'' 

i'SJ.FETY SEXI! 

"IRON MIKE" 

"FOP" 

"LIT7.'LE DIT" 

"KN NIGHT" 

''FRITO'' 

"SILENCER " 

"MONK" 

"Ti.KIN FIRE" "ELVIS" 

"FJ.ST EDDIE" 

24 

14 



KILLED IN 1.CTION 
f£\ge lS 

Nm !i1CKN/iME 

JOHN L. DILULO CW2 J,.VN "Jl.CK" 

JOHN R. HENN JR. CW2 AVN "CHICKENMJ.N11 

ISM.C Y. H OSAKA; CW2 AVN " IKE" 

EDWIN G. NORTHUP CPT F ... "SILENT ED" 

STEFHEN E. SHIELDS liLT INF "JOE SHIT THE RJ.G M,;·J'T" 

MONEY L. SmOmIDGE CFT FA "ROD" 
ft·· .... , 

HENRY M. SFENGLErt CFT INF "HI.NK" 

ltOBEFtT F. WILLIiu-IS CPT INF 

CHARLES S. WINDLER CW2 AVN "WINDY" 



TEE rJ..UE l'\'.l.:rESE OROSS 

Oell sign 

C:tCMl'lI ',fuite smc.ll lett0rings ',fuit<; Engle s s Vlhi te with tlMlt 'tt im 
J:\<,:rder en Or(·ss; lelleVl to.ckgr('und I Blue 





WORLD Wl.R I 

st. Mihiel 
Lcrraine 1918 

Yellew - - -

- - - - - -Red 

- --

-------Red 

~lrrln 1,'gr II 

Nrrmandy (with 
arrC'whee.d) 
Nrrthern Franoe 
Rinelc.nd 
l.rdennE)s-J.ls~oe 
CE>n trill Eurcpe 

COJ.T OF J.Rl-1S. SEVENTY-NINTH ./IEltHL FIELD J.RTILLERY 

Delgian FC'urrc.gerc 1940 

Ci ted in the Order of the De.y cf the Belgian I.r--ny fer e.otion in EelgiUl:l. 

Cited in the Order of the D~y of the Belgian Army fQr aotien in the Ardennes. 
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DESCRIPTION OF THE COi.T OF 

JJlMS 

TWENTIETH FIELD i..RTILLERY 

BLJ.ZON 

SHIELD: Gules, C'n 0. bend rr 0. fusH c'f the field. 

CREST: On a wreath cr ~.nd gules i2suant frc.m blJ.se 0. de.mi-trident 
with prcngs in the form rf a fleur-n~~1is rf the first, lrrped 
about its sh~.f't with ends upturned ond fc·rlwd a :ibbon of the 
seo8nd edged vert. 

SCROLL: Ensoribed with regiment'c,l mctte: "Duty, not reward". 

i SYMBOLISI1 

SHIELD: The field of red reprosonts the artillery. For its part in 
breuohing too Hindenburg Line in 1918, tho 20th J.rtillery 
Reg~nt wen the right to include the gc,lden bar on tho shield. 
The red dit~cnd represents the 5th Divisicn, the regiment's 
paront ergc,niznticn during Wrld War I, and is the same design 
as that division ~s shoulder pc.teh. 

Cl(EST: The g01den trident, simulating a fleur-de-lis refers to the 
erg,~ization's pcrtioiputin in the D-Dny landing in Normc.ndy 
during Wcrld Weer II. The invcsien was Imewn CoS Op"rntion 
Tridont. The ribbon is in the eclers (red ond green) of the 
Belgion Fourre.gere fer whioh the 20th artillery Batto.lic,n 
wns twioe oited (fer notim in Belgium and the i.rdennes) during 
World Wnr II. 



J.. lETTER OF CoMMENDATION 

13 May 1972 
The purpose d' this m"morMd\lr.\ is tr, report C'n thEl superb perfC'rmanoe of y<"ur unit I 

''FIIBnttElry-79th J.Elrial FiElld ArtillElry 

. . 1. During this period, I wns on the gr<"tmd in An L("o with the Divisirn CCInmMdcr cf the 5th ARVN D1visit'n. The perim0ter wee the SUl'l tC'tol of l-grid squnre. Elements r,f tho 5th, 7th, Md 9th NVJ. DivisiC'n euppcr'bod by modt.rn· tr..nks oC'nverged en 'bhis lottlo porimeter. Thero wcs nc nrtil1ery cevering l.n Lr>c .:md after t'nel week nr nrtillory wns able k fire rut frem within. Mditicnc.lly, there wero' nC' friendly fcrc0s f'utside tc prrvidC! seourity "r any ferm cf early wnrning. The nr0a wns nttaokcd dny C'~d night. i.nti-aircrdt fire frC'Tl 23MH, 37MI'! , .51 onliber, und rther eescrtm0nt of wenpcns rendered en extrome hnzr.rd tc airorC'.ft. 
2. To ccme tr tho essence (f this cc'mmendc.tie'n, let me stnte in Dcugh­bcy-foxhc1e langllC'.ge what yrur unit did tc se,VEl mo nnd 1\ sronll handful of J!.r.lericMs, plus I':n J.RVN Divisicn. Thel nfcrementirned unit went far beyend expeotetion cf nc.rmd suppcrt-t'f nll the l1lC\ssivv suppcrt that wc.s provided me et J.n Lec tc cr ordinr.te, th(. CC1brc. e~lergcd as supreme. Eve;ry rndic ecrec,m(ld whrcn they honrd CdJrr.'s '.ere rn th" wey, mn1nly b0crcuso d thdr chcoriul end wiJ.ling pilcts, tho extreme Mournoy cf th" wcc.pons, its built-in ,wn F'':.C, cwn gunner-pilet, and no time was we.sted in engl:~ging the targets. Nd(.wrrthy w~,s the c.bility tc strike frem high or lew level r.nd its sh(\rt t,'Jrn-aI'('und timG fer re-futJl, re-crm. Tho imprrt".rv~1l 'f this su\) ...... "l1 i6 boycnd oy fMulty t( report. This U\1it W.:s th" mainstay in brunting tho big tt.nk nttr..ck, 12-15 I.pril 1972. ThE> oXGet numbor rf tanks dcstrcycd I um net S\lrO, but whc.tovcr tho ntlr~ber, it was groat. ,.dditicndly, the.. Crbrc.s r,t C(untlcss times suppertcd IJ~VN InfMtry trying tC' re-gain lC'st gr~und. Th" acourc.cy and clcaencss is n( deubt unp(~nJ..loled. J.n 1('c is still in fri(mdly hMds. 

3. In i~y "pinien, I truly b"liove thr.t this type aUl'prrt ee.n rnly Qe lr.blod as unpt'Oc<:dentod. j~sid" frl"El the! sUPF rt, er.n-dec D.tt itv.de, r.,nd the, :' i'0oling "f wurmth frr the -'.rn en thE) gl'cund wore ("1' tho hiShost rrdcr. The oVElrlc.sting atlltO!1ent by the individual pilrts which atc.tor, "ISU be buck (.\s sl"('n ea I oe.n rG-nrr;l," is best desor11:ed o.s "n,thing mere c(uld ho.ve boon nsked. " 

4. I highly rElcrl'lP.lond the FresidE>ntic.l Unit Citatirn t~ct ::-.ny ether vnl('r awnrds thatoan be best('w(.d upen this fine unit. 

WILLIiJ1 H. MILLER 
Cr.lcnel, Infantry 
Senicr AdViser, 5th JJlVN Divis1rn 



DURING THE .PERIOD 1 FED 1972 THRU 31 J·ULY 1972, F D1.TTERY, 79TH 

AERUL FIELD /J\TILLERY, 3RD L'RIG.io.GE (SEl'ER.!.TE), 1ST OJ.VJJ1l.Y DIVISION 

(ilIRMODILE), OONTINUED TO rETIFORM ITS MYRIJ.D J..SSOrt'l'MENT CF MISSIONS. 

IN J. GENERJ.r. AND DlREOT SUl'fORT ROLE, THE UNIT S\JITORTED MEDIOJ.L 

EVi.QUl,TIONS, TRoor INSERTIONSJ,ND EXTRMTIONS,. VISUAL .io.ND ELECTRONIO 

DAY/NIGHT SURVEIW.NOES, liND CLOSE J.IR SUIT'OFlT FOR FRIENDLY TRoors 

IN CONTACT. M U.S. TRoor WITHDRAWAL CONTINUED, J.ND THE ROLE OF U.S. 

FOFlCES WM DCWNGRJ.DED, "rLUE MI.x" FOUND THEMSELVES IN J.N EVEN GREi.TER 

DEMAND. MISSIONS THJ.T Hb.D PEEN IERFORMED py lVIi.TION UNITS WHICH ru,D 

SINCE "STOOD DOWN", DECJ.ME J:. HJ\T OF THE DATTERY'S RESPONSlf:ILITY. 

FLIGHT HOURS INCREi.SED EACH 11ONTH, UNTIL THEY JEJ.KED DURING THE MONTH 

OF .io.ffiIL WHEN THE ENEMY Li.UNOHED THEIl( SIRING/SUMMER OFFENSIVE .io.GAINST 

LOC NINH-AN LOO. IN THJ:.T MONTH i.LONE 1623 OCMD.T HOURS WERE FLCMN. 

THIS WAS nY F.IJ\ THE GREi.TEST NUNDER OF COl1[J.T FLIGHT HOURS EVER LOGGED 

BY i,NY U.S • .io.RMY J,.VUTION UNIT OF' C<l11'iJtJ.L;LE SIZE IN THE 10 YEiJl 

VIETNJ.M CONFLIOT. THIS SIX MONTH r'EIUOD, HIGHLIGHTED [Y THE OFFENSIVE 

WM TO SEE J.RVN IJW US. j.IRHEN ENG.io.GING ENEHY FORCES EQUIFfED WITH 

THE MOST SOI'HISTICJ~TED WEi.fONS THEY Hi.D THUS F.IJ\ EMrLOYED IN THE W/oR. 

DURING THE OFFENSIVE WHICH nEGJ.!'! ON 5 ATRIL 1972, II[;LUE MJ.X" IROVIDED 

CONTINOUS DAY AND NIGHT I.ERIAL ROCKET i.RTILLERY SUrTORT AGAINST 

NUMERICALLY SUIERIOR ENEMY FORCES WHICH HAD sunnOUNDED THE CITY OF 

AN LOC. THE ENEMY'S GOAL, AND ONE TID.T WAS FUrLICLY I.NNO~CEDTO THE 

WORLD WAS TO CJ.iTURE I,N LOO I.ND ESTJoI'LISH A "fEOfLES COMMUNIST GOVERNMENT" 

THEREDY mOVING THJ.T U.S. VIETNAMIU.TION EFFORTS IN SOUTH VIETNAM HAD 

FULED.IN THEIR GALLJ.NT surrORT, "DLUE MJoX" 1.VJ/,TORS ENOOUNTERED THE HOST ), 

INTENSE ANTI-i.IRCRI..FT FIRE EVER EXIERIENCED [Y U .S. i.ru~y I,VIATION AT 

ANY TIME OR ILJ.CE IN ITS HISTORY. DJ.ILY MISSIONS LECi.ME DJ..RING ENCOUNTE!(S 
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IN WHICH THE COrRl'> GUNSHIF WJ,S PITTED J.Gl,INST ENEMY TANKS, MISSLES, 
it.ND ANTI-J,IRCMFT WEAPONS OF VIRTUi.LLY EVERY C,U,IlJER IN THE ENEMY 

ARSENit.L. WITH ARTILLERY SUrrORT NON EXISTENT, FRIENDLY FORCES 

WERE ON THE DRINK OF DEFEJ,T ON SEVERl.L OCCASIONS. IN EJ..CH INST/,NCE 

"tLUE MAX" WAS DECISIVE IN DENnNG ENEMY. FORCES /'N MSURED VICTORY. 

WIlEN INCLEMENT WEATHER, AND THE }1iOXIMITY OF FRIENDLY FORCES TO THE 

ENEMY rnECLUDED THE USE OF HEAVY. TJ..CTICJ.L J.m SUI'rORT, "DLUE MAX" 

WAS THE ONLY AIR SUl'l"ORT WHICH COULD [E EMI'LOYED. AFTER TWO AND 

ONE-HALF MONTHS OF SAVAGE FIGHTING, 3 f:ADLY BATTERED ENEMY DIVISIONS 
(5TH-7TH l~D 9TH NVA) ArJillDONED THEIR OFFENSIVE WITH VIRTUl,LLY NO 

GJ.INS IN MR III. THIS rJ.TTLE Hi.S SINCE FROVEN TO DE THE IMIr'ETUS 

FOR THE 1J\W l.ND THE SOUTH VIETNJJ.lESE PEorLE TO DEFEi.T J,ND DllM 

THE DOMMUNIST MGRESSORS FRG! THEIR COUNTRY. DURING THIS IERIOD i.LONE, 
(5 HRIL THRU 25 JUNE 1972), "DLUE MiJ{" WiIS CREDITED WITH 1039 ENEMY 

KILLS, J.ND AN IMl'RESSlVE NUMrER OF ENEMY WEJJ>ONS lillD suraIES; TO 

INCLUDE 12 Tl,NKS DESTROYED it.ND 4 DhMJ.GED DEYOND USE. it.LTHOUGH THIS 

IN ITSELF WAS 1. MONUMENT],L EFFORT, THE UNITS GREl.TEST J.CCIJ.IM LIES 

IN THE COUNTLESS U.S. liND /.RW SOLDIERS IT Hl.D & VED DY ITS COURJ.:.GEOUS 
JoND RESIONSIVE sur;:ORT. FOR ITS ACTIONS, F f:i.TTER, 79TH l.ERIAL FJELD " 
J.RTILLERY WAS RECOMMENDED FOR THE U.S. I'RESlDENTI/.L J.ND Vi.LOROUS UNIT 
CIT/.TIONS, THE VIETN/J.iESE GALIJillTnY CROSS WITH TJ.tM, I.ND THE U.S. ARMY 
i,VIi.TION UNIT OF THE YEAR. J,LTHOUGH ITS SUCCESSES WERE Ml.NY, THEY 
WERE NOT J,CCCMrLISHED WJ:THOUT LOSl!S. THIRTY-THREE rERCENT oF THE UNIT'S 
k.VIi.TOR l'ERSONNEL WERE KIILED IN J.CTION, J,~!D OTHEnS HI,]) ruN WOUNDED. 

OF THE ORIGINJ,L 12 CODRA GUNSHIIS IN THE U,TT)£RY INVENTDnY, 75% H/ID rElilN 

LOST TO. rATTLE Di.MAGE. OF THE 21 GUNSHIl'S WHICH \VEHE FLCWN AGI.INST THE 
ENEMY, ONLY TWO ESCAI'ED WITHOUT rATTLE DJ.MAGE. THE GALIJINTRY OF THE 
AVIi.TORS OF "DLUE . ~1AX" Hl..s LEEN RECOGNIZED :';Y THE RECCMMENDATION OF' 

ONE DISTINGUISHED SERVICE CROSS, 17 SILVER S1'AT,S lillD 33 DISTINGUISHED 
. ... _ .. 
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FLYING CROSSES. t.FTER THE ENEMY HAD rEEN DEFEi.TED AT jJl LOC, "DLUE 

MiIX" W/.S DFJ'LOYED TO MILITJu;Y REGION I TO n.nTICIl'J..TE IN THE QU.t.NG 

TRI OFFENSIVE. THE UNIT DEI'J..RTED LONG THlJlH ON 2; JUNE 1972 'JlD WA,S 

OiERi.TIONJ.LLY RE/.DY FOR ITS 1ST CCMDJ.T MISSION ON 27 JUNE 1972. 

DURING THE MONTH rERIOD WHICH WOULD rE THE LJ.ST THE UNIT WOULD SERVE 

IN VIETN/ill, "DLUE MJ.x" mOVIDED JIERIJ.L FIELJ:? l.RTILIERY SUI'iORT Fon 

FOUR MJ.JOR INSERTIONS OF SOUTH VIETNAMESE MJJlINES INTO i,ND JffiOUND 

THE CITY OF QUANG TRI. loFTER 7 YEl.RS OF DISTINGUISHED SERVICE, 

"fLUE Mi,X" RECEIVED enDERS TO "STAND DCWN". THE LAST COMrAT MISSION 

Wi,S FLOWN ON .31 JULY [Y CJ,rTJ.INS LILLY H. CJ.USEYl.fAUL J. KEDROW-THCMAS 

W. QiJlHET JJlD liLT JOHNNY F. GANJ..S. 
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B/.TTLE DJ&GE JoSSESSMENT 

(ENEHY LOSES) 

LCC NINH/ AN LOC CF'FENSIVES 

EQUIFMENT 

TJ.NKS SOVIET T-54 

TtNKS SOVIET PT-76 

TRUCKS 

75HH Rocdl()ss R:l.i'le 

57MM M. Weo.pon 

37HH M Wec.pons 

23HH AA WEJo.p0ns 

12.7HH Ai. Woc.pon 

14.5W.! i.A Woe.pon 

30 00.1 J.A Weo.pon 

REM IIlL\chincgun 

;.K-47 

AK-50 

81HH MorW$ 

L 40 Rcoket k~~hor 

*ENEMY PERSONNEL 

BUILDINGS 20 x 40 & Inrger 

DUNKERS 

CJ.OHES 

DESTROYED 

S 

4 

25 

1 

1 

1 

2 

11 

2 

2 

5 

112 

15 

7 

16 

1039 

245 

25 

8 Fuel 

D£+MAGED 

6 

o 

Soores 

o 

o 

o 

1 

4 

1 

o 

o 

2 

9 

WC'unded unkn0wn 

30 Ordno,nce 9 Wec.pon 

SECONDbRY EXPLOSIONS 31 300-1500 Ft 
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ENEMY LOSES 

All other aotirns during rElprrting pElrir,d: 

WEJjPONS wmm pAMAGED 

12.7 MM 1 1 

TRUCKS 2 1 

AK-47 11 2 

8U1M MC'rtar 1 0 

60MM M('rtars 2 2 

B-40 Grenade Launoher 6 1 

Personna1 137 14 

Buildings 12 8 

Caches 1 Fuel 3 crdnanoo o Weapons 

Soocndc.ry Explosions 300 Ft IlIld Greatar 4 



MISSIONS 

MONTH 
~ l:Wl. lIl1l W m m 

FIRE MISSION 90 65 1.3.3 9.3 64 66 
'" 

MEDI-VJ\.C 10 9 22 20 .3 1 

Gi.Fa lOB 59 70 89 48 0 

VISUAL RECONS 41 .35 42· 15 27 0 

ESCORTS 62 67 49 .37 1.3 .32 

MJ.INTENANCE 100 166 180 160 80 62 

1.DMINISTHl.TION 67 79 101 90 81 62 

TRAINING 12 8 6 14 14 6 

-TOTALS 
490 488 60.3 518 .3.30 271 

"BLUE MAX" .PROVIDED ESCORT FORI 

WOUNDED '!'nOOl'S 27.3 

AAVN TROOPS INSERTED/EXTR.!.CTED 10,850 

US TfWOPS INSERTED/EXTRJ.CTED 1,149 
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ST.!~TISTICS 

MONTH - ~FLo):TN H/.INT Ii. Vi,lI! SORTIES 

FEBI"tU.!.RY .. 1126 94% 1708 

MARCH 1092 92% 1455 

J.ffiIL 1623 92% 2518 

Ml.y 1215 88% 1562 

JUNE 917 91% 1350 

JULY 730 79% 981 

ORDNJ.NCE EiENDlTURES 

-- BQCKETS 2.72 MINIGUN 7 .62 GRENJ.DES 40l'lN 

FEBIlUJ.RY 9,810 2.0, f.!:' 3,955 

MARCH 10,536 23,900 S,265 

J.PliIL 23,056 187,500 11,995 

M.l.Y 14,037 85,503 10,355 

JUNE 6,841 19,475 3,815 

JUltt 2,565 9,800 2,680 
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VIP ESCOHTS 

1. Nguyen Vc.n Thieu President Republio of Vi~tnnm 

2. J.mbc.ssc.dor Ellsworth Dunker 

3. Secrotary of tho Army f(Clbert F. FrC',ehlke 

4. General Creightcn W. J.brllms . CCMUOOCV 

5. Goner~l Fredriok Weyand COMUSMACV 

. 6. Lt. Gen Willi£U1l Mo Cc.ffrey DCG, USJ;,RV 

7. Maj Gen Jc.mes M. Hcllingswcrth CG, TRW, RVN 

8. bG Jc.mes F. Hc.mlet CG, 3rd Ede (SEP), 1st Cav Div (1:M) 

9. 1lG flnt\~ Direotor U.S. Array 1.vir.tion 
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