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INTRODUGTION

The purpose of this supplement is to provide a recorded and

facﬁu&l history of F Battery, 79th Aerial Rocket Artillery,

- lst Gavalry’Division (Airmobile) during the period 1 February
"1972 through 31 July 1972.
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" PORMATION AND DEVELORMENT

A Wigtory of B Battery, 79th (ARA), 1st Cavalry Division would
be incomplete without mention of units from which it evolved,

The U.S. Army's firet derial Rocket Artillery unit was C Battery,
2nd Battalion (Gomposite), 42ndlArtillery. It was activated on

13 Feb 1963, ot Fort Benning, GA. On that date, the unit was
re-designated 377th Artillery, The mission of the 377th irtillery
was to develop tactios and technigues which would provide effective_

serlal artillery fire support for an airmobile division.

Upon completion of the initial develppment and testing phase, the

nerisl rocket artillery battery was expanded to a bettalion on

30 April 1964. The period from June 1964 to June 1965 wag one of
intengive training, During this period the battalion developed individuel
skills, ocoordinated unit operations, and combined afma operation

in preparation for exercise Air Assault II, the finel test of the
"Airmobile Conoept".. After successfully completing that test, the
battalion set upon perfecting what they had develped and demonstrated

to be ah invaluable esset. By the end of June, the first aerial °
rocket artillery battalion was ready for wse as an intregal element

of the world's first Airmobile Divigion.

On 1 July 1965, the 377%h Artillery was re-designated, 2nd Battelion, 2 W
| 20th Artillery to form an element of the lst Cavelry Division (Airmobile).
The bottalion consisted of three firing batteries and one hoadquartors
battery. During the first weeks of July 1965, the battalion reorganized,
effected necessary porsonnel changes, and was refitted with equipment
in oonformity with a newly promulgated TOE. BEmphasis wes placed‘on
training nesigned personnel in the intricacies of aerial rocket
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artillery operations. On the 28th of that month, the President iesued

the order dispatching the lst Cavalry Division (Airmobile) to the
Republio of Vietnam.

In 1968, C Battery, 2nd Battalion, 20th Artillery adopted their "Elue
Mex" collsign., Since that time, the "Blue Max" has beoome "known
throughout Vietnam. AH-1G Attaqk Helicoptérs bearing the distinctive
blue maltese oroéa has provided' ;nvaluable support for U.S. end allied
forces. On 1 August 1971 C G Battery, 2nd Battalion, 20th Artillery
. wes re=dessignated F Battery, 79th Aerial Field Artillery, 3rd Erigade
(Sep), 1lst Guvnlrf Division (iirmobile}.

As Vietnamization proved successful, and U.S. Troops were withdrawn,

the 3rd Brigade of the lst Covalry Division "stood down", Remaining
units were plaoced under the operational control of "Task Force Gary
Oﬁen" which was formed on 18 June 1972. Aafter 7 yaafs of digtinguiahed
éervice r Battéry, f?th Aeriol Field Artillery wans incotivated.
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HISTORY (F THE "ELUE MLX®

The "Blue Mox" wag derived from the nﬁoient order of the "Rlagk
Mox", Legend pleces itg bsginning at the time of the Orusades,
The purpose of the Black Max was to ldentify a knight_who_had
gone astray and had violated the code of knighthood, The Elack
Mox wos believed to possess unususl powere, If it were worn cont=
Inously for a pericd of one year, 1t would endow its bearer with
the strength to overcome his deficlency. In time it wag "found!
thot the Hlask Max had the power to acoomplish its purpose in less than -
one year. In fact.it could accomplish its purpese in one week, provided
two conditions uera‘mbt. (1) the Eldék Mox must be worn each day at a
Prescribed time for not less than a one hour peried, and (2) the
reclpient must make a concerted effort to correct his wrong doing.

At the height of the Prussisn Empire, an award to honor their "Knightgt
in bottle was presented. It was Enown as the "Hlue Max", - During

World Wor I, the "Blue Max" wns the German equivalont of our Congreggw
ionel Modal of Honor. |




KILLED IN ACTION

NAME

CHARIES S. WINDLER
HENRY M. SFENGLER
ROEERT F. WILLIAMS
RODNEY L. STROERIDGE
JOHN R. HENN JR.
ISAAC Y. HOSAKA
STEPHEN E. SHIELDS
EDWIN G. NORTHUP

JORN L. DILALLO
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RLNK

w2
GFT
GFT

oW2
1/LT
CPT
cW2

BRANCH

=

Fi
AVN
LVN

FA

AVN

HONGR ROLE

"LET IT BE KNOWN TO ALL

DEFENSE (F L NOBLE GAUSE"

POSITION
Aircraft Commender
Pilot
Aircraft Commander
Pilet

Aircraft Commander

" Pilot

Aireraft Commander
Pilet
Test Pilot

34
34X
10
10X
33
33X

THAT THESE MEN GAVE THEIR "™aX" IN

5 Apr 72
5 Apr T2
11 May 72
11 Mey 72
R4 May 72
24 Mey 72
20 Jun 72
20 Jun 72
24 Jun 72

CALISIGN DATE: FPLACE

Loc Ninh
Loc Ninh
An Loc

An Loc

in Lce

An Loc
Ten Khai
Tan Khei
Long Thenh

TIME
1030 Kcurs
1030 Hours
1233 Hours
1233 Hours
1425 Howrs
1425 Hours
0955 Hours
0955 Hours
2340 Hours
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ROGER L. CAUBIE
MARCO A. CORDON

CPT

ERANCH

AVN

WOUNDED IN ACTION

POSITIN ~  DATE

”

Alrcraft Commander 11 Apr 72 lLoc Ninh 0930 hours

Pilot

21 Jun 72

Ten Khail 1430 Hours



Toge 8

IN MEMORY

They reached the aren that Charlie wes in
net te far from the berder-line,

The leadship relled in end started te axpend
follewed by 739. |

Down, dewn the wingship ceme

'apitting cuf rceckets and lend,
Down . 084 down dived 739

not & word over the radio was said.
Straight and true the brave men flew

until the clcck ran out of time_
And pileces we;a left as evidence

T'wes the death of 739.

&gk any pilot that £lies at nite
the strange things he nust see,
The shadew forms that don't seem right
end the things that just can't be.

&gk him gbout the phantom Cobra
that ssems te follew behind,

I'm sure he'll tell about the Lerdls ocwn wingship
The ghost of 739, |

"Eluo Max 68P"
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IN MEMORY

Many odd thingé scem te happen in
the chaos of peosing time,

ind there is a story I have to tell
abeut the gheost of 739,

In the "T.0.0" camo a distont veice
as it brcke the still nite air.

"It's Llue Max we needl™ MIttg Mue Max you'llrget
held tight and we'LL be there."

In the quiet of an Asian morn
out of bed twe men did c¢limb,
A Combat mission they were tc fly
in the wingship 739,

Four brave men in the early hrure
dashed cut to tho chilly line,

Only fate knew what she had in store
fer the two in 739,

they started their engines and cff they flew
like thunder in a olculdless sky.
Four beld men in death~dealing eiroraft

Perchance te live, perchance te die,

"Ilue Mex @8F"



Period 1 Psb 1972 thru 1 hug 1972

A

BASKETT, William F.
BROWN, Michael J,
CiMPEELL, William H
CORDON, Michsasl &,
CAUBLE, Roger L.
CLUSEY, Billy H.
CHUNN, Warren A.
CLLPFER, John W,
DI;VIS’ Ho.rry L,

# DILALLO, John A,
DOEESH, Robert E,
FUNK, David L.
GALLOWAY, Michael J.
GANAS, Johnny F.
GARRETT, Themos W,
GOWER, Jomes M,

®HENN, John R.

¥HOSAKA, Isanc Y.
HOULT, Robert .
JACKSON, Jomes T,
KNIGHT, Robert W.
LAGUENS, Delwin P,
LEACH, William P,
LYONS, Williom L.

MC COY, Donald R.

MC CULLOUGH, Ronald C.
Me Intyre, Barry F.
MC KiY, Lawrence E. Jr.

*NORTHUP, Edwin G.
PLARKER, John R, III
PHILLIYS, Jockie L.
FRESLEY, William R,
ROBISON, Ceoil M,
RUSS0, 4len M.
SCRIVENER, Thcmas S.

*SHIELDS, Stephen E,
SMITH, Clarence A,
SMITH, Stephen E.
SNOW, Williom B,

#SPENQGLER, Henry M, _

¥STROERIDGE, Redney L.

¥Killed in ection
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CITATIONS FOR VALOR

mnvu

DFQ-VNGC with S8

FH

FH
S8~SS~IFC
IFG

IFC-IFC

FH
DFC

IFC

VNGC with BS
&rc

DFCmiM "M PH
M

AMny

AMyn

AMnyn

vy
OFC
KMy
AMnyn
3S8-LFC
Ss

FH

DFC=AM My

DF C-iM MV Iyt
VNGC with GS
My

S FHe

nAM yn

DFC

AMUy

S8=-FH

3S~FH

FENDING

88

re

SS

DFC

S8-IFC~-VNGC with 38
VNGC with 88
AQMNVHVNCG with SS
IFC-BS"V«VNGC with SS

VNGC with 88 -
SS-DFC-VNGC with GS
YNGC with 88
DFC-VNGC with 88
DFC-VNGC with SS
VNGG with S8
89-DFC-VNGC with SS
SS-DFC-VNGC with SS

DFCRGC with 83
DFo

IFC~VNGC with S8
$8~VNGC with 8§

VNGC with 88

VNGC with SS

VNGC with S

VNGC with S8
SS-DFC-VNGC with SS
DFC-IFC-VNGC with SS
DFC-VNGC with SS

S8~IFC-VNGC with S5
SS~DFC-VNGC with 3S

SS~-VNGC with S5
VNGC with 88

DFC=VNGC with SS



NAME

TQMS, Russell D,
TUSI, Ronnld L,
WHITE, Jehn i,
¥JILLLiMS, Robert F.
WWINDLER, Charles C.

: _1'3' WJ;RDED

DFC~

DSCw-fMnyn
IFC-VNGC with BS
S8=FH

SS=FH

. Pagell

PENDING

- IFC=VNGC with SS

S5~-BS"VY VNGC with SS -
DFC~/M"YU-VNGC with 88
IFC e
IFC-VNGC with S8
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UNIT GITATIONS

Presidential Unit Citation = 1 Apr 72«25 Jun 72 pending
Valercus Unit Citation 1 Oct 67 thru 31 Oct 67

swerded 15 Jan 70
Vietnames Gallantry Cress with Palm 5 Apr 72 thru 27 Jun 72 pending



NAME

DAVID L. FUNK
ALAN M. RUSSO
HARRY L, DAVIS
MICHAEL J. TROMN

JOHN W. CLAPIER

WILLIAM H. CAMPDELL
THMAS W. GARKETT

CH/RLES S, HURT

DELWIN P. LAGUENS

WILLIAM P,

JOHN R. PARKER ITI

CECIL M. RODISON
LKLIE E. MOORE

DILLY H. CLUSEY

HENRY J. HARMELING

PAUL J. KEDROW

WILLIAM G. MITCHELL

JOHNNY F. GANAS
JiMES M, GOWER
JAMES V. SUDDUTH

E4REY o MC INTYRE
RUSSELL D. TOMS JR.

'RONALD L, TUSI
JOHN L, WHITE

RONALD C. MC CULLOUGH W(1 4VN

L1E4LCH
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MiJ AR
CIT 1IN

CFT Fi

CIT INF -

CIT Fi
CFT F4
CFT AR
CFT F4
CPT LR
CIT Fi
CIT Fa&
CPT Fa
- 18G
CPT AR
CPT IN
CFT F&4
CPT IN
1/LT
1/LT
CW3 LVN
CW2 LVN
CW2 AW
CW2 AV
CW2 LVN

NICKNLME

WGODF ATHER ™
MNURDINEM

#PUCK?

" I’!ONES "

 "CHIDKENMAN ™

"SIFOON"

"DIRTY SHEETS"
"LURCH™

"BIG JOHN®
™MOOSE"

nrOPRY

YROLL EMY
"MOPSIE"
NCOFSIE"
WCHICKENTLLTE"
"LITTLE NURDINEM
"MIKE"

"OLD MANT
"™AGILLA"
NLIRDMANY
"KING COIRAM™
#TUF ORDY
TERUCIE" -

Cix

KEMF 6
36

15
10
17
35
36
38
20 -

25

11

34

24,
kY4
12
11



JAMES T. JLCKSCN WOl LVN "JET JACKSON"

STEPHEN S. SMITH WOL AW ngauEze

ROEERT S, GLAESON CPT TC | ';SKIPPY"
NICHOLAS MOLEA OW2 LN "NICK THE GREEK™
JACKIE L, PHILLIPS  CW2 AVN "ELBYROY®
ROBERT E. DOEESH WO  AVE nDULIOUS"
LAWRENCE E. MC KAY JR. MAJ Fi "WSUFER TIGER®
JUDSON E. FERRY CPT 4Di AN

FREDKICK A, EENNETT  GFT Fi nSTICK™

MICHAEL E. BERNATH CPT F4 "UNCLE EERNIEM
WARREN 4. CHUNN CPT Fh KW nge

MARCO A. CORDON CPT AR UMARGM

ROEERT O, BHLERS CPT Fi NPUFFALO CHIPS®
WILLIAM L, LYONS CPT iR UDIRTY OLD MiNW
THOMAS S. SCRIVENER = CFT Fi "WUNCLE EERNIE JRY
CLARENCE 4. SMITH III  CPT AR . WSMITTY"

THOMAS W. GENTRY - 1/1T Fi LY N

JOHN E. RIEDER 1/LT TC NSLELZY"

WILLIAM E. SNOW 1/LT INF WSHEPH

WILLIEM Fi BASKETT CWR2  AVN NFESTUS

ROGER L. GLULLE Ch2  LVN S FETY SEXN
DANTEL H, DOANNE WOl AVN

MICHAEL J. GALLOWAY  OW2 4N "IRON MIKEW
ROEERT C. HOULT OW2  AVN wEQP™

RALFH E. JOHNSTON oW2 AN NLITTLE LIT™
ROEERT W. KNIGHT oW2  LVN KN NIGHT"
ROCERT P. LYNN - CW2 AVN VFRITOM

CHARIES F. MGRISCHEN  OW2 4VN S TLENGER"

DONALD R, MC COY CW2  AVN "MONK

WILLL:M k. PRESLEY OW2  AVN NTAKIN FIRE" WELYIS™
EKNEST W. RICKENDLCKER CW2 AVN "F4ST EDDIE"
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Tege 18
KILIED IN ACTION

JOHN L. DILALLO CW2 LW "JLOKN

JOHN . HENN JH. CWR2 AW "CHICKENMAN®

ISLAC Y. HOSAKA OW2  AVN "IKE"

EDWIN G. NORTHUP CPT Fa MSILENT EBM

STEFHEN E. SHIELDS = 1/1T IiF "JOE SHIT THE RAG MiI®
RODNEY L. STROFKIDGE CPT  Fi MRODM

KENRY M. SPENGLER  CPT IF NNk

ROBERT F.. WILLIAMS CPT INF

CH/RLES S. WINDLER CW2 LVN "WINDY"
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THE DLUE M/LTESE CROSS

Bluge ~w -

Ccll sign

"ELUE MAX"

CHOWN: White

Small letterings White
Eagles: White with Tlack Trim
Lerder cn Cress: Yellew
Lackgreunds Ilue
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e/Disgenal Elack

Backgrrund Yellcw

Hers

{

\\ \
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a0

WORLD WiR I Herld Wer IT

St. Mihiel Nermendy (with

Lerraine 1918 arrcwheed)
Nerthern Franee
Rinelend -
Lrdennes-Llsnce

Yollow « = - Centrel Eurcpe

COAT OF ARMS, SEVENTY-NINTH AEKIAL FIELD ARTILLERY

Delgiah Feurragere 1940

Cited in the Order of the Dey cf the Pelgien Army fer eoction in Bolgiurm,

Cited in the Order of the Day of the Belgien Army for acticn in'fhe
Ardennes, _
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SHIELD:
CREST:

SCROLL:

SHIELD:

CHEST:

Page 2p
DESCRIPTION CF THE COLT (F
LRMS

TWENTIETH FIELD ARTILLERY

BLAZON
Gules, cn a bend cr s fusil of the field,

On a wrecth cr and gules issuent from bnge a demi-trident
with prongs in tho ferm of a fleur-de-lis of the first, laeped
abocut its shoft with ends upturned snd ferked o 71ibbon of the
secend edged vert,

Enscribed with regimentel mette: "Duty, not reward",

YMBOLISM

The fleld ¢of recd reprosents the artillery. For its pert in
breaching the Hindenburg Line in 1918, the 20th 4rtillery
Regiment wen the right to include the golden bar on the shield.
The red diamcnd represents the 5th Divisicn, the regimentts
paront crgenizaticn during Werld Wer I, ond is the same design
as that divisicnis shculder patch.

The grlden trident, simuleating o fleur-de-lig refers tc the
crgenizetion's porticipatin in the D=Day lending in Normendy
during Werld Wer II. The invesicn was known cs Operction
Trident. The ribben is in the cclcrs (rod and green) of the
Belgian Fourrsgere for which the 20th Artillery Bettalicn

wes twice cited (fer noticn in Belgium end the irdennes) during
Woerld Wer II.



4 LETTER OF COMMENDATION

The purpose of
of your wunit:

this memcrandun

13 May 1972

ie tc report en the superb perfermenge

"F1Battery~-79th 4erial Ficld irtillery

lwgrid square,
nedern tonks ccnverged on bhis lottle pe
ccvering Ln Lec and after one week ne
within, Additicnelly,
security rr any ferm cf early warning,
anti-gireraft fire fren 23MM,
wenpens rendered on extreme haserd te

To come te the €ssence ¢f thig commends,

ticn,

» 7th, and 9th NV4 Divisien supperbed by

There was nc artillery

artillery was able %e fire cut frem
there were ne friendly ferces ~utside te previde

The arec wes attecked day and night,
ImM, .51 celiber, and cther asscriment of
eiroraft.,

let me state in Doughe

bey-foxhele languege what your unit did te scve mo and a small handful

of hnericens, plus ¢n LRV Divigicn,
beycnd expechetion of nermzl suppertecf gll

The: afcrementicneq unit went far

the massive suppcrt that

we.s provided me at 4in Lec te ccordinate, the Cebrg energed as suprenc,
Every rcdic scrocmed when they henrd Cobre.'s were en the wey, nainly

bacruge ¢f their cheerful ong willing pilets
wecpens, its built-in rym FiC, c¢wm gunner-pilet, ond ne time

in engeging the turgets,
er lew level
impertance +f this suon~ng

oxuet numbor

cf danks destreyed I am
it was great.

4dditicnelly, the Cebre,
is nc deubt wnparalloled,
3¢ In ay ~pinien, I truly believe thet

lobled ag unprocedentod, jside fren the
focling of wormth fep the ~on

Netewerthy wos the ability t¢ strike frem
16 fer re-fuel,
18 beyend ny faculty tc¢ report.
v.8 the maingtey in brunting the big tank attock, 12-~15 4pril 1972,
net sure, but whetever the
8 et ccuntless timeg suppcrted
ARVN Infantry trying tc¢ re-gein legt greund,

in Ixc is still in

this type surpert con )
suprcrt, crnedc attitude, rnd the *
tn the greund were

» the oxtrems accuraey of the
wes wasted
high
re~orm. The
This unit
The
nunber,

The acourncy and cl¢sencss
friendly hands, '

cnly be

cf the highest crdcr, The

everlaosting stntument by the individual pilrts which stotod "IS11 be back ns

s~en as I ean ro-arm," ig bosgt
asked,"

descriled gg

4. I highly recrmmond the Fresidentin] Unit Citetien ong

"ncthing mere oruld have beon

any cthor valer

awerds thot oon be bestowed upen thig fine wnit,
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WILLI/M H. MILLER

Ceclenel, Infantry ‘
Senicr Adviscr, &th ALVN Divigien



OIERATIONAL SUMMARY

DURING THE FERIOD 1 FEL 1972 THRU 31 JULY 19‘.72, ¥ DLTTERY, 79TH

AERIAL FIELD LRTILLERY, 3RD IRIGAGE (SEFERLTE), 18T CAVLIRY DIVISION
(AIRMIOBIIIE), CONTINUED TO TERFORM ITS MYRIAD ASSCRTMENT (F MISSIONS.
IN L GENERAL AND DIRECT SUTTCRT ROLE, THE UNIT SUTTORTED MEDICLL |
EViCUATIONS, TROOF INSERTIONS AND EXTRACTIONS, VISUAL AND ELECTRONIC
DAY/NIGHT SURVEILLANCES, AND CLOSE LIR SUITORT FOR FRIENDLY TRCOTS

IN CONTACT. AS U.S. TROCF WITHDRAWAL CONTINUED, LND THE ROLE CF U.S.
FORCES WAS DOWNGRADED, "TLUE MAX" FOUND THEMSELVES IN AN EVEN GREATER
DEMAND, MISSIONS THAT HAD IEEN FERFORMED FY AVIATION UNITS WHICH HAD
SINCE "STOCD DOWN", IEC/ME 4 FART CF THE DATTERY'S RESFONSILILITY.
FLIGHT HOURS INCHELSED EACH MCNTH, UNTIL THEY rBEAKED DURING THE MONTH
(F 4LIRIL WHEN THE ENEMY L.LUNCHED THEIR 'SI’RING/SUMMER (FFENSIVE LGAINST
LOC NINH~AN LOC. IN THAT MONTH ALONE 1623 CQML.LT HOURS WERE FLOWN,
THIS WaS DY FAR THE GREATEST NUMIER (F CCMLAT FLIGHT HOURS EVER LOGGED
EY 4NY U,S. 4RMY AVIETION UNIT CF COMPARALLE SIZE IN THE 10 YELR
VIETNLM CONFLICT. THIS SIX MONTH IERIOQD, ﬁIGHLIGH‘I'ED LY THE CFFENSIVE
WiS TO SEE ARVN AND US. AIRMEN ENGAGING ENEMY FORCES EQUIFIED WITH

THE MOST SOTHISTICLTED WELIONS THEY HAD THUS FiR EMPLOYED IN THE WiR.
DURING THE OFFENSIVE WHICH DEGAN ON 5 ATRIL 1972, "LLUE MAX" IROVIDED
CONTINOUS DAY AND NIGHT AERIAL ROCKET LRTILLERY SUTTORT AGAINST
NUMERICALLY SUFERIOR ENEMY FORCES WHICE HALD SURROUNDED THE CITY (¥

AN LOCs, THE ENEMY'S GOAL, 4ND ONE THAT WAS PUILICLY ILNNOUINGED TO THE
WORLD WAS TO CLITURE 4N LOC [ND ESTALLISH 4 "IEOILES COMMUNIST GOVERNMENT®
THEREDY TFROVING THAT U.S. VIETNAMIZALTION EFFORTS IN SQUTH VIETNAM HAD
FLILED.IN THEIR GALLANT SUTTCRT, "DLUE MiX" LVIATORS ENCOUNTERED THE' MOST ¢
-.INTENSE ANTI-AIRCRAFT FIRE EVER EXIERIENCED LY U.S. LiRMY AVIATION AT

ANY TIME OR ILALCE IN ITS KISTORY. DAILY MISSIONS IECAME DARING ENCOUNTERS
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IN WHICH THE COTRA GUNSHIF WAS PITTED AGAINST ENEMY TANKS, MISSLES,
AND ANTI-AIRCRIFT WEAFONS OF VIRTULLLY EVERY SALITER IN THE ENEMY
ARSENAL. WITH ARTILLERY SUITORT NON EXISTENT, FRIENDLY FORGES

WERE ON THE [RINK CF DEFEAT. ON SEVERAL OGCASIONS. IN EAGH INSTANCE
"TLUE MAX" VAS DECISIVE IN DENYING ENEMY FORCES AN ASSURED VIGTORY.
WHEN INCLEMENT WEATHER, AND THE FROXIMITY OF FRIENDLY FORGES TO THE
ENEMY IRECLUDED THE USE CF HEAVY TACTICAL AIR SUTTORT, "LLUE MAX"
WAS THE ONLY AIR SUFFORT WHICH COULD [E EMITOYED. AFTER TWO AND
ONE-HALF MONTHS OF SAVAGE FIGHTING, 3 FADLY PATTERED ENEMY DIVISIONS
(STH-YTH LND 9TH NVL) ALANDONED THEIR OFFENSIVE WITH VIRTUALLY NO
GAINS IN MR III. THIS PATTLE HLS SINCE IROVEN TO IE THE IMFETUS
FOR THE AKVN LND THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE FEOILE TO DEFELT AND DRIVE ..
THE DOYMUNIST AGGRESSORS FROM THEIR COUNTRY. DURING THIS IERTOD 4LONE,
(5 AIRIL THRU 25 JUNE 1972), "LLUE MAX" WAS CREDITED WITH 1039 ENEMY
KILLS, AND AN DMIRESSIVE NUMTER (F ENEMY WEAPONS LND SUFFLIES; 70
INCLUDE 12 TANKS DESTROYED AND 4 DaMAGED DEYOND USE. ALTHOUGH THIS

IN ITSELF WAS . MONUMENTAL EFFORT, THE UNITS GRELTEST 4LCOLLIM LIES

IV THE COUNTLESS U.S. AND ARVN SOLDIERS IT HAD SKVED LY ITS COURAGEOUS
AND RESIONSIVE SUIiORT. FOR ITS KCTIONS, F TATTER, 79TH AERIAL FJELD .
ARTILLERY WAS RECOMMENDED FOR THE U.S. TRESIDENTILL AND VALOROUS UNIT
CITATIONS, THE VIETNAMESE GALLANTKY CROSS WITH TALM, 4ND THE U.3, ARMY
AVIATION UNIT (F THE YEGR, ALTHOUGH ITS SUCCESSES WERE MANY, THEY
WERE NOT ACCCMFLISHED WITHOUT LOSKS. THIRTY-THREE IERCENT OF THE UNIT'S
AVILTOR TERSONNEL WERE KILLED 1N ACTION, AND OTHEKS HAD FEEN WOUNDED.

@ THE ORIGINAL 12 COPRA GUNSHIIS IN THE FATTERY INVENTCRY, 75% HAD LERN
LOST TO LATTLE DIMAGE. (F THE 21 GUNSHIFS WHICH WERE FLOWN AGAINST THE
ENEMY, ONLY TWO ESCAFED WITHOUT IATTIE DAMAGE. THE GALLANTRY OF THE
AVILTORS OF "LLUE . MAX" HAS LEEN RECOGNIZED DY THE RECQMMENDATION OF

ONE DISTINGUISHED SERVICE CROSS, 17 SILVER STALS ND 33 DISTINGUISHED

1 mbuew
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FLYING CROSSES. AFTER THE ENEMY HAD [EEN DEFEATED AT iN LOG,"DLUE'-
MAX" WAS DEFLOYED TO MILITALY FEGION T TO TARTICIFATE IN THE QUANG
TRI OFFENSIVE. THE UNIT DEFARTED LONG THANH ON 25 JUNE 1972 AND WiS
OFERATIONALLY READY FOR ITS 1ST GOMTLT MISSION ON 27 JUNE 1972,
DURING THE MONTH TERIOD WHICH WOULD [E THE LAST THE NIT WOULD SERVE
IV VIETNAM, "DLUE MAX" IROVIDED AFRILL FIELD ARTILLERY SUIiORT FOR
FOUR MAJCR INSERTIONS OF SOUTH VIETNAMESE MARINES INTO AND AROUND
THE CITY (F QUANG TRI. IFTER 7 YELRS CF DISTINGUISHED SERVICE,
"ILUE MiX" RECEIVED CIDERS TO "STAND DOWN', THE LAST COMTAT MISSION
WaS FLOWN ON 31 JULY NY CAPTAINS IILLY H. GAUSEYSTAUL J. KEDROW~THOMAS
W. GARRET AND 1/LT JUHNNY F. GANAS.
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BATTLE DIMAGE LSSESSMENT
(ENEMY 1,0SES)

© LCC NINH/iN LOC CFFENSIVES

EQUIAGNT DESTROYED DAMAGED
TANKS SOVIET T-54 8 . ' 6
TANKS SOVIET PT~76 i 0
TRUCKS 25 | Soores
75MM Recclless Rifle 1 0
5TMM AL Weapon 1 0
3MMM AL Wecpons 1 o]
23MM AL Weapons 2 1l
12,7MM 4L Wezpen 1 4
1.5MM 4L Wespen : 2 1

30 Cal 4k Weapen o2 0
REM machinegun | 5 0
hK=47 112

AK-50 15

81MM Mortcrs 7 2

E 40 Recket Lawtrchor 16.‘ : )
¥ENEMY FERSONNEL 1039 Wcunded.unknéwn
PUILDINGS 20 x 40 & lerger 245

DUNKERS | 25

CACHES _ 8 Fuel 30 Ordnance 9 Wecpon
SECONDARY EXPLOSIONS 7 300~1500 F%
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ENEMY LOSES

All cther acticns during reperting pericd:

12,7 MM 1
TRUCKS 2
AK-47 11
81MM Mertar 1

60MM Mertars 2

B=40 Grenade Launcher 6
.Parsonnel 137
Buildings 12
Caches . 1 Fuel

Soocndary Explcesicns 300 Ft and Greater
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MISSIONS

MONTH EEE m

AL, MAY
FIRE MISSION 90 65 133 93
MEDI-VAC 10 9 22 20
GAPS 108 59 70 89
VISUAL RECONS 41 35 4R 15
ESCORTS 62 67 49 37
MAINTENANCE 100 166 180 160
ADMINISTRLTION 67 7% 101 90
TRAINING 12 8 6 14
TOTALS

490 488 603 518

"BLUE MAX" PROVIDED ESCORT FOR:
WOUNDED TROOPS 273

ARVN TROCPS INSERTED/EXTRACTED 10,850
US TROOPS INSERTED/EXTRLCTED 1,149
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STLTISTICS

MONTH . . HOURS FLOWN — MRINT/AVAIL SRTIES

FERRUARY | 1126 %% 1708
MARCH 1092 o2 1455
AFRIL 1623 92% | 2518
MAY 1215 884 1562 -
JnE 017  91% | 1350
JULY 730 . 79% 981

CRDNLNCE EEENDITURES

T ROGKETS 2,72 MINIGUN 7,62  GRENADES 4O
FEERUARY 9,810 20,400 3,955
MRGH 10,53 23,900 5,265
APRIL 23,056 . 187,500 11,995
MAY : 14,037 85,503 10,355
JUNE | 6,841 19,475 3,815
TUDY 2,565 9,800 2,680
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VIP ESCORTS

l. Nguyen Van Thieu President Republic of Viot‘nam.
24 Amba'ésador Ellsworth Dunker

3. Secrotary of the Army Rebert F, Frcehlke

4. General Creightcen W. Abrams ~ COMUSMACY

5. Gonercl Fredrick Weyond COMUSMACY
.6, Lt. Gen William Me Caffrey DCG, USiRV

7. Maj] Gen Jemes M. Hellingswerth CG, TRLC, RWN

8., BG Jomes F. Hamlet CG, 3rd Bde (SEP),V 1st Cav Div (M)
C. BG MadBog Director U.S; Arny Avintion
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