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During this month , Flying Officer H.R • . ThoJ]l:ls flew tho first 8010 flight · 
in a Un-IB , thus baing the firot ~il9t cn 9 (un) Squadron to bo t:roined 
to. s olo standard by the lnatruotoffl or t~t oqundron. 
ho probably lia t> tho firot ea":nrico ,.membor' in 'tho 'world 

It is reoorded that 
to be converted 

direot from fixed '..rille aircraft to Iroquois holicoptor • 
. 1. ! ' , 

April 1961 saw the bog~~' or: tr~pl~l training exoroises , . . .' , 
conducted in New Gulnoa. Thoso p1rt ~iclJX1t'ine' consisted of the Commndill8 
Officor and nine (9) other pil ote, ,fo,ur (4) ·, orcwmcn and oixteen (16) IWO'a 
and airman. FomiliD.risation trainine lIll!) -c;arrlod out at Lao and flights 

,I. I ',: h"oro o onducted to Bulole, tlau und :;l4'incbha.foh. 
"(' ' 

The atroll8th of tho aq~dro~' ~~ . ut tho ,cnd of JanUD.ry 1965 waa 
172, cOll8istinC of 25 officoro, 2 'dO 's, 6 r/Ogta, 17 Sorgeants, 27 Corpor al 
Bnd 94 LAC's nnd hC's. 

In, Fobruary 1965 tho oquadron aguin oonducted tropical trainil'lg 
in New Guinoa. ~ilot in Hew Guinan they assisted in tho, rocovery of 
bodies fl'OIll the ~reck 0« 8n Anaon which crAall(~d n~,ar,"tho lX!ak of Mount 
Kenevi during tllorld W~· II. 

No 9 

On 6th Docember 1965 Wg Cdr R. :': . Roys~on' arrive?- '- on posting fl' !)" 
Staff. London to be CODlllandlng Officer wef 10th Dooocoor. 

On 12th April 1966, llo 9 SqUlld,ron was .ronumbere~ . llo 5 Squadron. r 
Squadron detuohmonta at Dnrwin and · 'will1p.mtollll booam 110 5 Squadron '. . detaohmen"ts. Personnel and oquipment prevtoualy at 9 Squadron were f " 

transferred to 5 Squadron. Tho Wtit ope'"rating Iroquois at RA.AF Butterw-orth 
Malaysia, previously No 5 Squadron. becS:~e -,No 5 Squadron, Detaohment flOt! iI 
Dame only, continuiJl(!" to oporate as an independent squadron. 

No 9 Sq1.lAdron MAP wan reformed on 13th April 1966 wlth 
• 
I 

IroquoiB 
UH-IB Helicopters all its aircraft, Tho, roform took: placll at RA.AF Base 
Fairbairn nnd the squadron wns scheduled. to mavo. to South Vietnam in June r 
1966. 

Thl0 move resulted frOm recent daciaiona by the Australian 1 
Govornmont which deoided, as a re~ult: o~ an invitation from the GovomlDlnt 
of South Vietnam, to 1no~~ase tho 'Australian Armod 'ForcQ commitment to 
that oountry. The Au.stralian Al"IlIjC ' sont 'n '"TQsk II'orce 'and ' the role of 9 - " , Squadron WBe to provide ahort range transpoh' tor the taok foroe. Ws Cdr 1_', .'/ , R.A. Soott, AFC, wao appointed C~mmandiI\g Officor of the oqU4dron. 

, • "f No 9 equadron ~w.cluaont :tA" w~e ' formed and left fol' t.outh 
Vietnam, arriving thoro OD 3I'd. 'MIl,;.' The ,dctadhment made arrongemento for 
the reception and establ1abm!nt.;t. t~~' 8'que;d~ at Vuna Tau whioh i a 
approximately 40 milos South-1!:n3t ot' Saleen • 

.,..-:- On May 19th the Ail' Qff.1oor. Cocmanding" 0Jl8rationnl Command, l...!'YM C.T. Hannah officially farowollo'd' tho oltu~dron. The ocCQsion waa also 
deolarod on opon day for tho preas who took oxtensive still and TV I 

photoL.Ttlphio covora8'O of tho oCCQsion. The squadron .. flOW a formation of 
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a1ght (8) Il'oquoio ovor Canberra City bofoN makina a loW' ' plSS over tbe . , (:,' 
bass Ifhich crea tod a. very favourable impression for the visitors, 
particularly as it wos the firet cicc'ss1oo ': the piloto had flown together 
BS a squndron. 

No 9 Squadron Detaobaent ''1-- 'lao formed on Hay 231'd under the 
oommnnd of Flt Lt li.S. Shepherd. This detaohmont comprjaed the ship'~ 
party on board the troopship HHAS ,Sydney which ca.rriod the squadron I e 
aircraft and equipmont from Austrolia to South Vietnnm. On that day tho 
squadron's aircraft were flown rro'm ~'~1rbairn .and after a re-fuelliIl8 stop 
at RAAF Richmond, a squadron formo.'Uc;m fly-po,at W83 held ovor the oity of 
Sydney. This wao also given 8xte~1v~; p~80 covorn~. Afts r an overnight 
3tOP ut lU!.AF Richmond, the a1rcra~t depnrtou at 15 minute intervalo to land , , on the dock of the conVf31·ted carrier HMt,S Sydnoy. _ The Ilircraft woro taken 
down the nft airdraft lift well a~d th~n" ~'t~;p~ed ' ~1' ' tb8'~r !~otor blades 
belo'll deok. Routine servicing ~~'.' lIit-~nt:~nnno~' V&8 ' ccrm.e.d out during the < 0' 
voyag<). 'l'he "ship sailed from SydnUy Q~ tho Ilfteroon of May ~5th ond arrivod 
snd anchorod off 'Yuncr Tau on 6th Jun~ 1·966. The [D(lin body 'of personnel .' . . 
departed from UAM~ Hic!unond on ll~h .J)lno :by u -\:lllntllo Boeina' 707 chartered 
aircraft. The aircraft stopped 0t~.r· f.~¥ T\..1,nsville lf~re the membe~ 
on board wore entertained by No 10 SqUAdron m~mbo'ro. They again atoPlX'd fa 
4t hours at ~1nni~a before arriving at ' Sll,lgon airport. After a delay of 6 
hours thoy left in a USAF C123 aircraft _~or Vune Tau, W"lth the arrival of 
No 9 SqUlldron main part at Vunrr Tau on:12:t;h JlUle. Datachment "A" wse 
"disbandod. 

'l'hs firot operational misaioD .. as ,complotod on' 13th JUDe whon a 
~ 'r, ' " oritioal shorta&'O of 81llJDunition ocoUlled in,. Ta* Force HoadqUl).rtore and 

5 RAR 8roaa. During the early days, 9 'sqn', W'o~ oonoernod , ma fnly with 
routine cOUl'ior flichto, however, on oocasion:) they ",'ore brought into tho 
thick of it by heine required to carry 'out incrortion and oxtraction of patr 
in enemy territory. Tho aircraft met sr:ou.nd fire which required the crow 
members to vear chost and bnck proteot~rs o~· such flights, 

On loth July, a~'ornft A2-l024 with :n t Lt Dohle ae Captain was ~ 
.- I 

" on stand-by at Task Foroe H/<.tra vhen 'at ' 1310 hours tho orew vere notified ;, 
that they would be required to extrnot ~ . 6 m.!l.n patrol who had oontaot with' , 
a numerioally superior enem,y force. A !lecond a1rora.ft A2-10l9 t'lovn by 
Flt Lt Lune joined them. The SAS patro,l had brok~n contaot with the enemy 
and were waiting for pick-up. Both a~rore.f't wore airborne at 1330 houre ~ 
and orbited overhead awaiting the arriVS;l of two US Army armad OR-IB'a whi01 
were to be their eecort. The gun shipe ware lute and at 1400 houre the 1-
aircraft beenn their run in for th,e pick-up. ' A hamill« to tha SARDE ' beacon 
oarried by the patrol wae successr~ and ,ss tho uiroraft flew overhead a 
marltar panol was a!ahtod.· The airoraft touchad down and tho troops ware 
loaded and just as the first airc;nrt-'be~~ : ii,lrbo;Il$: th~ ' ~tnrboard 
gunner (Sbrt Roche) firetl II burst ~~' tJu.a~ti'~CO o,n the edge of the ., J " 
clearing. At tho sam timo, the .. tnr~~rd ~r of the sooond aircraft 
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(Cpl lrIill1llJJl3) GUlf a fluDh from a sine in u four o'cloak poaition from the 
front of the niroraft. He also ~lf emo~~ ond board .,hots as he returned 
tho fire. Ue 8stiID'l.tod tho anomy 'to ,' be, only 50 yarde avay at thnt timo. 
On talking to the troOpt' ufter clearine tHo ' ~Oll thoy oonsidered thore 
were 20 VC in tho immodiatD 01'011, ~;..BOIDO rtthin 20 y, rds of 'thtl niroraft. 
lioithur nil'oroft \lUO h I t 'and c.lthoU.[!h tho t[~-.o l ip:J 13(1.lf tho c3:ch.nnea of . {' ,) , .. ' (, '. , .. ,,' , firo, thay did not firo tUJ thoy ":~J'G uno.,ortu1U lln to tho location of other I,' I " .' , friendly forca3. A 31milDr but un1ntorru~tBd mi suion was oarriod out on 
tho follollin:; day by 9 Squadron a1r.er.nrt, ona .r j aIm by r~l t Itt Hoyos, , . 
anothar by Flt Lt Shepherd vith Q i,th:~'-r4 ,r iol1n by 

I,', : 
tho cOlllm!lndlng officer 

Wt; Ca.r Scott ovorhand 8 9 top covor ' , 
-:> 

No 6 Duttalion 
" ,': " 

ItNt WUI!I dop1oYod.'on Q oq~roh und doatroy typo 
operation on 25tll July. Viot CODit fO~'c03 ~arried out CL IIOrtnr attack 011 
one of tho positiona klllin8 2 so:id.iors and !founding 9. The US Army 
"Vu8t-off " (~aClOvll.O) l1eliooptem ~ould not copo ndeqUlltely with all the 
C6sW1lt iIH,-and 9 Sqll4dron wore asked. to l1oo1~t. Pour?f 9 Squadron 
nuu helioopter'u allch harriod 2 ¢ll8UAlt:1ou W'hilot ',ho r'ifth pilotod by I ~ -~ ,.., " i ' Flt Lt Hindley flo.., 6S ' top oovor for, tho' .. ov~cUlltjon. A~l th.e cn8Ul11Uoo 
voro takon to tho hol1pad at tho VS Army. 36 l!:~6C U?IJPltal " ~t,' Vung Tau. 

On 27th July, n four man SAS putroi. r01,uootQd 8n ' e~traction frOID 
an arau lfhoro it l1.'\:3 not poao i blo for a landing y. ono 'to .be pl'eparod. A IJ 
docision WUD mado t o winch tho pntrol mom1,>ero out of ~o n,reo und tvo 
aircraft flown by 'de Cdr Soott and .F~t' ~<~1~leY dOplrtod' to aohieve 
pick-up. Tvo armed CL-47 Ch1nookriroraft -tlev as eBoort. The panel 

tho , 
V.8 

s ighted and 'tI!; Cdr Scott eet up an apjll'oooh to t he aroa which v8s a ono 
foot vide spur. Cpl Ililliamn w8 s ':l ovarod to tho [,'1'r;und by villCh an~ tho • aircraft waD hovored with tho skide in tho troG topa to omble the pltrol ·, . . . f members to noramblo into the airoraft with the nsoiobmco of a leg-up froc 
Cpl \(il1:lamu who WllS than winched back ' .i nto the c..ircroft by LAC ColliD!l. 
The armed Chinook aircraft belo~""'"Qd :to tho U':;Army trial unit (5' Avn Det. 
which is in Vietnam determ1.n!.n& the _foasibility of tho aircraft. '!'hO i 
Chinook: carries approximlltely 2 a~o~ tOJ1!1 . ~f o~innnc8 oomprising bettor I , than '500 rounds or 50 cal, upl1t; ~t .... e8.n ' 5)~~1 1600 roUDds or 20 _ I 
He! I between 2 BUDdo I 650 rounds for tho ~)~ 't!rona4Ci lll~her and 38 x 
2.75 rooketo of \ip and rut The aJxo,rnft. \l.3us1.ly fly in po.irB and aro .'. \ ", > . , " capable of supros81Zl5 q\!ite a co~.~~.era¥9 (11'Oa. 

:', oJ, .• ', ' On 2nd August 196G, tv~' afrcl"!i.f~ ana flown by \is" Cdr Soott, tho 
other by Flt Lt t'.p. Rileyr.oped a :61x ' Q8n.Ui\'s (Spacial Air 'Sorvices) 

" '." I .. ' patrol into an aroa. In ordor t C' .. ,:.1'od¥co ,tho tilDo spont at tho hover, throe 
aan vero roped froll oaoh aeroPlank; , rh,o 'uirc-";lft hovering 11 ohort diotllnoO. - ~ ",,', ,-. , ' apart. Tho load, with hiD nkids all. bu~ . in ~o t,raoo, roped from 
approximately 0 teat, whilat tho OGcond ' a.1rcraft, duo to the slope of tho 
l and, woe roping fro::! almost 30 toot • 
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'l'hoee operutions are but a fOIl(. of themany carried out by 
No 9 Squadron during the 5t years of the~ ~~y in sou~b Vietnam, one 
other being durinff tho Battle of Lone Tan .on tho night of 18th August 
1966 in which tho omaH tiD" 'C ompany of"- th~ ,6th Battalion, RAn vas . ..... . 
ambushed by Il very large force of "Viet ,9ong. They were dramatioally 
roccuod under extromoly difficult oircumJtancea atd, .at tho time of the 
re80uo , the Company had only 100 rounds of ammtmlt10n b6tween tholll Ilnd 
certain annihilation. 

I ., 
On 24th August, the Co~nder A~tral1an Force Vietnam dlrooted~ 

toot four Iroquois bo pooitionod at ~7? HoadQuarter~ each da'y' from 
eunriae to ounsot. 

" '1'110 Tillage of Hea LOD8, approxim:lt'oly 3,000 metres south of 
Austral1a.n Taak Foroe locostion .,as adopted by tho Task Force for oivil 
o.8siD~ncet With this in mind,. ~'? SohOO~ :?q~idrO!l :' O~ , 'the \ 'lllaae ware ~ 
taken for l'.1dea in tha squadronls ' helicopt.ors ' on an opportunity baaio. , ' ,, ' .' Judging by the runount at.. noiso and olnttor ooming from the chUdron whilot 
they are airborne, thlo aop:tct of I~:.the · pr9araaJlle was vag favourably 
received by the villa&"tlrs. .:;: ,Y .,;':-,,:>' 

The squadron flew n reo~rd number of operational houru during 
October 1966 and also reeretnh1y 'i'aet their first Iroquois. Airoraft 
A2-1018 departed from the Task Fared main urea with a arew or four tosothOl 
with two engineer ooldiere and five OOx83 or TNT. The airoraft approaohod 
the location of "C" Company, 5ItAR; hovo'r~d ovcr the pad but the orew 
dooiuad thf) JXl.d tlUS too amaH, so oommonood an oveI:'8~o ot. · A fow oooondo 
Iator the airoraft crashed into th:o .jung~e.'. ,Tho aircraft! caught fire on .~ 
impaot. Tho captain, FIt Lt Dohle ha~ manago~ to worn the 'qrew before the 
aircraft onterod the xu.. troes OllAbllll(J't~e:in , to brace thomaelves tor tho 
iJIlpaot. 

Aftor the craah, Sgt Buttries, who wue not soriousl,. injurod, 
notioed the atarbonrd gunnor (LAC Forr) , i? ,i~, outside tho '(a1roraft but 
still with hie safety belt on. ll~tt,r~sG -tol~ ~'arr to ffet oloar of the 
airoraft snd ~t t he some time drn~ge~' ana qf tho A~ passengers throuah 

'-;' . I the starboard cargo door on to t~ /Jl'0~; 5-,6 ynrdo from the airol'8ft. 
He then returned to tho burning aircraft and attemptod to draS the seoond ' 
Army paesenger oloar, but his paok WB:8 foulino the airoraft. As he pullod 
the paok ott this soldier and dragged him clear through the left-hand door , 
Butrieo not icod that Flt Lt Doble '}lad left tho airomft. On returning to 1 . . 

~ the aircraft for ' the seoond timo, 'sgt. Bu.ttriso attempted to tilt back the '* 
I eea t of tbe \Woonecious 2nd pilot .. FIt Lt J.11ddleton. As the left-hand door 

pillar luld beon pushed in, he- could. not' t:~itthe Gost; he tried to 11:f't 
, " ' . . Middleton out over the top but, ashe liftoa him, he noticed Middleton's 

right foot was jammed bekeen a b18 tree which bad coma throuSh tho front '" . \ .( -, .' . . ' of the aircraft on the left hand .3.ide and ;. tha:, ,centre cOMols 'at tho airo1'(u 
Buttriss ran to the front of tho 'o:ircraft '.~~d ' tarc··,oomo parte off in an 

j '. ' ,. , effort to free Middleton's lag. ~'Ih1l8t again back in the aircraft, Q flame 
ahot out of tho ~i bulkhead and 80~~d 'his hair. Buttriss eripped the omal 
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fire extineuiohor and sprayod it on tho f lamoD. j,3 he WQ9 again 
struggling to HIt IUddleton out, .tw~ Atl:l~al1nn .hrmy 8oldlero arrivod 
on the aoono. ButtrlAB told one 601d}or to lift Middleton through the 
a ido door whilot ho and tho other , B,old18r pu.lled piecG8 from. the front 
ot tho aircraft. Just DO ovor,yono wU A, 'ohfely behind tho rooks, tho 

, -' • " j ' " uirornf t wnmunition lJtnrtod to oxplo~o n,nd .. u IJ., the OD,rgo of. Tl1T started to 
"burn t ho f iro bCCll lIIO 

~a8 complete ly burnt 

oxtx:emoly I nt"?noo. , .~ho airoraft forward of tho ongine 
out Durine ' dn :j.m,Wot1.on ,l nt oll tbo.t 'dily the Tusk . . . . 

Po roo Ail' CottllM.nder, Group Co.ptQi~ ' F.P. Rl-w ' u~-c id cd to blow up tho root ot 
,1., . ',' ., the n ll'C luft a::J i t tf/lO in enQU1Y tprd tory. · Thia Wil O oOl'r1.o tl ,ut wit h 70 1\ 

of Tllr. " ' 

I',", ' I, _ " 
FI t 1t JUddleton and tho .. tvo Ai-li\Y ~O!HIne:el's 1rI'Ol'e oarried on :1-' _',;- ;' , 

otrotchers baok ~o "en Cctlp!lny la~tliP8' Lan,? to. at/oit oYAou.a.tlon, whllot 
Sat Buttrioo, J.,\C }'OlT and FIt I.t' Do~o ,wnf-kcd; hO\lQver, Plt Lt Dohle 
OOllApsod half vay back and waa C6.rried ' tbe· rOat of thu .... ay. , ,,' , 

A US Army helIcopter OV8oUlltud' 1<' l '~ Lto Dohle and. Kiddleton and , 
LAC J.'nrr to ll'" :;6 Cvno._ lIoapitnl at Vung Tau, \'.hllut !Je t Du.ttrwo and tvo 
Army paa:)ollC'oro follouod in a squadron oil'C rntt. 

Injurios eustainod by RlJ.P me~l?o~ ,toror' 
;. ! .' 

.I ,i .• 

fllt Lt Dohle - Compound fraoturo of lWllbar 2· Wld , 
Flt l,t Hiddleton - Fraoturol·r!lAnd.nblo R/t"ibul~:' ~orn R/lntern l 

ligwllont, , ~ 
" Sat Buttristl - Bruia~o ~ . 

LAC Jo'urr - Bruisos 'n~ contusion 

Set Buttrwa's heroiem VJl3 Jatt'r '"ooy,niaod by" An award of tho , 
George Medo.l , The oitation road in pa.rt" uln a oitu.ntion which called tor ~ 
loval-hoaded ootion Gnd oourage of the b"iehoot ordor, S(!t: Bu.ttr1sa Bhoved 
a oomplete diare6urd. for bie ovn aafe~y ·'and., by hie AO~ion8, DII ill8trU- i 

"mental in savina the livoa of four pe.reonnolvho would otherviae bave 
porlobed in the ensuing .tbDur fire. Ilia oond~t WLL3 in keopinr. with tho r 
best traditions of the Royal AWJ"b'al,ian'Air FQ1'oe". J 

On let November 1966, aircraft A2-1021 vue onrr,ylng tour 
paaaengors trom Taok Faroo Headq~t~ra. to .,tho vi11aeo .ot Binh Ba. Just f 
prior to touchdown, the orow hoard on ,explodon at the roar loft ot the . 
4iroraft. Tho captain Flt Lt Riley, thillki~' ~e VU8 UDier .. t.r mortar • attack immGdiately cl1meQ away. 911- ~andins' P',t . a . nOIf locat1.oPt tho aIrcrl1.tt 
waD shut down and it van loarnad , ~~l}a: ' ~' : ~rOt~'r !~':;~h tr~~ th~ 41roro.1't ~ 
had Bot off a. booby trnp mine eot ' ~, tho bhrbod v iro entagloment protooting 
the area . The uirOl'aft roceivod ~O, p~.COQ ot ;> ehropnel o.nd,.ono (IUIlIIJ!Ln, 
!JtC DlonoCl had a piooe lod.~d :;n ,,,10 .Ilk ·r .lllk vODt. Two of tho pBeeonCOl1J 

~I '! ; . onl! beina the Commanding Off'1ooro:f ,:;iRA.R ~ut~orod minor injuries. 
-; ', 1 . ! ,:':': " 

A3 an aftermath of t ho t one TaQ battlo ,on 29th July, tho 
Command ins Offioor of 6 RAR i.xta deoidod t u prouont woapons to all tho 
unito who au.pported "DIT Company or 6 MH~, in their bnttle with a mllU l:!rica lly 
eupori or va foroo on that data, The COCUDClndlng Offioer of 9 Squo.dron 

s. \ :'. . ,,: 
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together with two of the fo~ pilots ' who had dropped ammunition to the 
Compnny durinrr thin battlo attendod thQ ;.pre~~ntu~i'od. The" oq\iadron wne 
preoentod with a. 7 .62mm AK47 ADDauHdaflc > (Gh'i~6~ "'ode! 56) which wna "/ ..... oaptured by " Dn Cornpany during tho t;ngngolJent. Tho weapon wos mounted 

:! ';:' ,-,' in a UluoCJ cnce and l.'otnined 8..1 u oq~a>~x:on ' ,trophy. 
'rho firnt cOllfirmod kills '~y' ;9_ Sll~dron occurrod on 8 lIovcmbol' 

when an aircraft flown by Fit Lt C)Il\~t~1:tOn \ ",~~ , requirod to otraro two 
" " Bompo.n~. !Jubeoquont eXlln,innti oll by ~~und , troop8 rov.oRIed two slllDpano 

destroyed nmi tho bodieE! of tlrreo VC ' in the srunpims. 
During the month of December 1965, tbree pilote , previously 

classified na co- pilote, Ie Flt I.ta. ,BAnfield,' Kunday Md Grandin were 
oWlll'dod "C" Category f:aptoincy rntingo. It vna plantXlu to ~pg:rndo tho 
tvo remaininr; co-pilota , Flt Lt. "orria und -plo I,lnxvoll· in J,nqUlU'Y 1967. 

i\ chElllge in eommand nloo took plil~~ ou': 16th- Deoember:' whon 
I • Wg Cdr n.s. Royston took over OOllLmand from ,Wg CdI' R •. ". . Soott . :rh1s was 

the aecond occasion toot Va Cdr Royston .had 'taken ' o~e~ cOllmulpd· ?f 9 
Squndron from ~6 Cdr Soott, the first being in December t96,5 '. when the 
equadron was bused at F8irU~lrn. 

As at the end df December 1966, : i~~ ~rogreasiv8 figurosaf the 
squadron's operational activities we~el 

°E· F1:t:inS Hours SQrtoeg Pax Uel1fted N1'!;devacs rrg~s:M V.!LJ[!!,. 
U121ifted ; 

2.295 13.773 18,844 239 1,041,740 3 oonfirmod. 
5 probables 

t 2 sampans . 
destroyed. 

After leading an air aseault ,~ith , ~VN troops, the squadronte .i 
Commanding Offioer was dirocted to an area on 11 th January 1967 where there, i 
wore four previously woundod IlfiVU soldiero 'who had enoountore:d VC oommand 
detonated booby traps. On arrival at: the area it wus seen that there 
wae no suitable lending aite clost to . the troope"SO ~ WB Cdr-Royston 
decided to land on track where the AltVl{ were · 81 t~te'd~ :' This ' aroa V8a too 
small fo r the helicoptor to land safel.Y~ but '~o three 01' tha wounded were 
in V91'Y serioUB condition, ',11« Cdr Royatpn'dooi~ed. to touch down' and aooept 
the risk of damar.ine tho holicopter.· , Thomnfn· rotor blades struck low trooo .. ,' ,'. ' and bushes to the roar of tho airorafit, ,' houevor, _tho wOWlded vere safely 

~.,,- " .-' " loaded on board nfter a wo.i t of 10 Ill~nuh~ and were ,tnken to bospital at 
Vung Tau . There was little doubt that had ' ~hO w~unded not beep evaouated, 
some would have died. 

ExtonBivc damngo wao done to the main rotor bladea of tho air­
oraft requirinu new blades to bo fitted. 

/ I S n raBul t of thtb action '-liB Cdr j{oyston vao r.1"osented wi th the 
Vietnamese Gallantry Croea and Silver Star by ' the: oommander ~f the 18th 
Allvn Division . The oeremony took pl~ce 'on 26th J~us.r~ 1967' '\A~atrali8 Day) 
at XUAU LOC, ViotnaM . 
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',:1 ',:"" ",' ! -.! .): . • Shortly bofore tho oqundron brrived in Vietnam in June 1966, 8 USAF Bird DOlI F"C a.ircraft WOG toot in" tho' ~lCinity' of no 1 Auotral1an TSRk l-~orce. A patrol of "A" Compan:! 5:n"AR ~ooatod the airoraft on 5th January 196'1 a.bout 6000 metros nortl1-\o"~at of 1 ATF. Al though this eoneral l1TCHI 1m,! baon subject to search and dootroy type .operationo nnd a nunbar of rutrols, the wreckago had not proviously b~~n d18covered. However, thio tIna not curprisine BS the aiXC~(l.ft' had,' cra8he~ \n thick , \," , eo jungle. 'Pharo W!.lO no ll!llding zono in the vicinity of the crash £u: a squadron aircraft piloted by FIt ~t ' Champion win·ch.ed fl USAF: F/lC pilot and two rnonlbero of SAG into n small clearing near ' the orash : site. Thio toam inopcctod tile crash und w~re later , ~inchod out py the same I I;',' pilot, bringing vith the the remaine of ~ho two pilots killed in the orash. 

During January 1967, tho ~q~dron flew n ldde variety of taske. It participated in 'three major exercleeB, fl~~ ' f1ve air nesaults, 16 company lifto and 11 insertions and extractions of Army patrols. They flew more than '355 flying hours for the month. 
The nir assaults, involved the insertion qf 290 troops - on two occasions 8 aircraft we~' used in the ~ss8ults. A total of 1512 troops were carried on Company lifto. Four e~rgenoy extractions were oarried ~ out requiring rapid reoponse to the calle. On ono of th~se occasions, a patrol was extracted froUl a desperate 'o1tUli;t'1on under fire from tho VO. The rescue helicopter could not lan~ ~ was ' under direct small arms fire at ahort range for over 5 ~inutos whilst ,wiqching the four soldiers into t tho aircraft one at a time from a 3,6': foot<ii~~~~;':' Durl~& \~i~ 'period the '1 port door gunner accounted for two ' V~e;t- C~ng. ',- , 

During F'obrunry tho 8quad:r~n ,p~tlc1pated in five. m~jor operations , In addition to other tasks it also flew 2,.nir Bssaults, ,16 oompany litts, 28 insertiono and extractions of ~r., PRtro,l~" and eVllouated 117 ca8ualties~ On 17th Fobruary one of <~a Jair :aaoaults placed No 6 HAD. in ' direct contact with a VC Battalion '~ith 'fighting occurring on the odes of the landine e1 teo A JIl8.joll.' battle ~ de~elo¥ed. ~hny of the madevaco involved tho emergency extraotion of battle C~8Ufllties and soldiers wounded by minoo. llwnorous ovacuations wore made frOID the battle are on the 17th Februnry and on the 21st, 8 dead and 15 wounded' of 5 RAR vere eVllcua ted from a vsry difficult lnndin« 8~ teo ,~ : heovll; m1ned 'country at the foot of Long Hai Hilla. 
Two of the SAS extrnctions were emertrOncies and in an extraction of ARVn troops from Long SOD lslnnd, the three Iroquo1ec~e " underf1re from a number of VC strategically s~ted on a nearby ridge. ' The VO were eng8{!ed by two gunships with SUCC8S9. Two Vi!'t Cong were cl,oimed as probably killed by equadron-evnp.ere. dur1D(J ,th~' month. 
No 3 SAS Squadron and No 9 Squa~ron had developed an extremedy good working relationship, both units be1ng . v~ry proud of ths job they had acoomplished in the past. As 3 SAS Sq~adron was to return to 

Australia, they pressnted No 9 Squodro~ with a YC rifle one of its patrols had captured. 9 Squadron returned the gesture by rresonting 3 SAS with n 

'" r, .' 



! .i ' 9 Squadron wull plaquo. ThiD \fao tho aocond c~p,,:uro d. VC wQal;l~n to be 
presented to the sq~dron. 

On tho 15th nurch. un operation waD devi:JOd ill an ilttompt to DOt '. the junc1e on fire nnd BO force the Viet e'ong to the open. !' lfo 35 Squadron 
Caribou louded t:i th thirteen 44 gallon drums' ,of potrol flew over a pre-, , ' ~ 

planued aron at 2,000 foot. 'rUe drurno WQrq' ~o,l~fld out of tho' airoraft and 
as tho firet 000 hit tho ground, the,etar~?Urd aunners of two No.9 
~qu8dron helicopters opened fire from eoo f,t: 1'hey were firing traoers 
and instantly the whole area exploded with :~rn1nff fuel. The task wan 
repeated three timee and although a big fi~e""iaB started 00 each occasion 
the fire vas not suetained. This was tho first ocoasion that tt61.~~ype 
of bombing hnd be on carriod out nnd oluo the firat ~ime that No 9 und 35 
Squadrons had worked together on a t~sk. , 

On 24th Harch, tho routine extrqction of 2 SAS patrole took 0 
turn for the vorst 'then it WIlS discovered that one patrol hnd dropped its 
URC-10 homing beacon on a Illnding zone. ,:;A,{ ,lIilulOdiute decision was made 
by.Flt Lt. Hunday to return to tho LZ ,and, o01leot the belloon. The two 
escorting ncllcoptora :put supprossive fire iuto the LZ ~hortly before , ;' ", "I," , " '" " , Flt Lt Munday landed. The'l>atrol qut'ckly iooo,t~d the Doaoon and the , , " - " :,",' ' helicopter cleared the orea without 1nd.i~~p.t' Had thie beaoon fallen into 
enemy hfmds it would hllve mn<!.e tho ~ick"7u'p ;o'f futuro patrols ap. extremely , 
hazardous operation. f 

A delicate and dangeroUD rA,1..ut1ion:' oocurrod on the 13th April 1967 
due to the engine fllilure of an air~~att- f16wn by FH I,t Champion anu 
Blll1fied engaged on the oxtraction ot ~ a '~ S"!VPt\trol. 'As thl! airorllft lise . , 
lifting out of tho LZ, 0 loud bung vas'heard from the englne and the 
aircraft stArtod to aettla. A hieh hoveritlg autorotation was oarried out 
and tho niror/lft settled bllCk into the LZ fllirly hoavily apreading the skido. 
All crew and ~W; members evacuated tho aircraft, the SAS ·patrol moving 
into tho treeline nround the LZ to 'Prdlvide , ~~d.ate oecuri ty .. I Tho lead 
aircraft flown by FIt Lt Grandin informed operllt~on8 ' at 1 ATF' ~d Vung Tau , 
of tho emeraencyand then went in to pick u-p the ' crow.as tha 'gunships 
orbited the LZ to provide suppressive fire. Other 9 Squadron airoraft 
joined other aircraft in tho aroa ot the downed aircraft and flow reody 
ro-action troopu from 1 ATF to provide a B,eC::W',ity for co to, secure the LZ. 
Technical paraonnel from 9 Squadron were floWn in to aaseeo the damsge 
and the downed aircraft was airlifted ou~ DY 8 US Army Chinook and flown 
to Vung Tau. An investigation rovoale~ that' the socond atuge of the 

I 

compressor had failed. 

The month of August 1967 started 'with me~oal evaouations of two ~ 
Australians killed in aotion and five wounded 1n action. At 1400 houre 
on 1st August a ten-man long ranee reconnaissance patrol of No 3 Squadron 
Speoinl Air Services (SAS) Rep_eot ~a~. Duooessfully inaerted. The a1m of ~ 
the patrol was to bring back prisoners °for interrogatio~ and arrangemonts :1 
were Made with No 9 Squadron for the ,onrriage of POWls if the operation': 
was 'aucoessful. 
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~ On 8UCC&8Biv8 days many i~idents occurred. " On ·2nd August 
aircraft A2-1021 captained by Pilot Orficor, Davidaon waG fired on by 
Viet Gona forces in the XA Dang area while ' t 'lying a re-eupply mission . 
In tho afterl1Don !l lonr,' runge rcconnolBBn.n~8 pa.trol· 'insertion 'Was 
carried out. 'l'ho following day theputrol called for emergoncy 
extraotion which was carried out Buc~o8etU1ly, The following day, one 

• 1" LRRP was inserted and another auoc~B~~ly extraoted after thoy had 
made enemy contact . Two Australl8.Jl lfo~do.d were evacuat~d. 

Another extraction waB cllI,Tle~ , o,ut ' on the 5th and on tho 6th 
a contaot by 7th Battalion HAn in whj.ch 4 Auotrn.lla.ne were killod and .,. 
17 wounded reoulted in 9 ::iq'llodron aircraft to bu called for eVQcuation 
dutie n. Tho firot airel'aft flown by' -'Sqn 'Ldr" C'ox' CtllDO . und~r heavy 

" • I, 
ClutolDatic weapon fire as it; CSIIIO to ' the hOVer prior to a hoht eVQCUlltion 

~ ..... ' of tho l/Oundod. Sqn Ldr Co::r: ' a ri~ 1:;. boo~ W6.8 almost torn from his foot by 
. " j i. . one bullet causing Cl floah wOl.lml vh,iD.t ! ~.'lQtmr parUnl.ly, severed hie 

intercommunication lend. 'l'he flircr~f\'~O"wf,or~d .severe dumage , includina 
~ i'" ,." . ' A amaohed winch and was flown back , ~o ik& Rpit Dat for inspoction. 
" • l Suboequently .~nother aircraft completo~ ~helfinch evqcuat10n of the 

killed nnd wounded ~rouBh donBo juncll¢ cover . 
-Insertio~8 and e~racuons 0/ ~AS' patrols continued almost daily 

On 20th Ootober 0 member of the 

,. 
as much Viot Cone r.lovc1J!cnt lI'un reported. r 
Dr1ti~h morchnnt vssool o.s. Glonearry became gravoly Uf. ,Tho ship 
wao contacted 15 mileo off ohare and Cqn ~"G.J. Inernm (Hed,"cal) \18.S 
hoieted dO~l on to tho fantail to attend the sick crewman • . La~er Sqn Ldr 
Ingrwn and the pntient were holated-in 'and flOwn" to No 36 Evacuation 
lioepital. '!. ',' "I' . \ 

January 1968 was a busy month for tho squndron with a reoord 
total of 714 hours baing flown. One O~rution oonoluded on ~th January 
by assistnnce to US Army helicopter unite in ~ha withdrawl of Australian 
Task Forco units to liui Dat . On 11th Januqry an operation :started with the' 
insortion of NOB 2 and 7 Battalions RAn into landing zon815 to act 8a a 
blocking force in nn operation designed to strike at th~ 3rd Battalion 274 
Viet Cong Regiment which intelligenoe forcas had looated in the area. The 
squadron supplied a fl1sht of 6 airoraft ~ part of the i08ertione team 
1n co-operation with 20 US Army troop-carDfing heliOoptere and iseveral light . , and heAVY fire teams ot armed helioop~ers. 

During this period, equadron . ore~s partioipated in 8everal 
Intereeting oasualty evaouation tasks. Early, in the operation a US Army 
Dustoff niroraft er8!lhed whilet hois'tinS" o~8\lal~ies from on ensmy oontaot : 
in the lnte uftlYrnoon and 9. Squadron ~wll8 'o~lled 'in to a~81ot in the 
recovory. Tlfe No 9 Squndron crewBc.arried .Out , thp hoist .reoovery in 
darknoss llnd with enemy movement r8P,ort8d on" the ' 8~~1l: perimetere. Later 
in tho name night tho standby eroY ~uc~'ee3fu~lY hoioted three \oI'oWlded 
New Zealanders frolil "\I" Comptmy' 2nd ItAR whioh had boen involvod in another 
enemy contaot. In unother instance . :~e ~ol·~w,..o'f 11 crashed arood holicopter 
of 135th Assault Helicopter Company ~wa6 ~ev4cuate~ by hoist by 9 Squadron • 

. All theso incidents high-lighted the~:~vnl~e .· ~t hotet , ~qUipped utility 
helicopters. Only 6 small proportion of US Army ' holicoptore wore equipped 
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with hoiato and theoe a.ircraft wore as,~1ghed to speoialist Duotoff unite. Long Range Reconnaissance Pat~olD continued to be inserted and extrnoted by the squadron a.t n steauy rate, Aircratt requirements for 0 opecitll oporfl.tion whioh began on 24 "hourn ~ot10G on 24th January vi th lfo 1 ATr~ HeadqunrtorB movine for""llr~t~·; ~ .~oition l~oJh Eoot of So.lgon in Bien lion Province . Th~ e atm or .'~c o~er~tion vas a search nnd destroy sweep of areas lfhieh it was considered, 'sir~k·: e'l&~y. fo~ce8 : were 1nf11-tr£ltilllr to position for attack on t~a ·J;()ni~.i~h :'p.retl and 9 ~q\W..dron ware , . . agein omployod ill I'o- supply of bot}>. blltto.licmo in the tield from a 
Aren.U\lriM d,ayi1eht hou1'o. Throughout the " .. ': I·':·" operationa, 110 9 Squadron delJloyod 4'i. alrclill~t fO!'lfsrd eaoh day BS well BS 

forward Tnsk 1<'orce Maintonanoo 

., 

supplying a furthur ono or two lIiro~;ait :; ior 'tBD~ in support 01' 1 ATF (ronr). '. On tho seoond day of tho opafat~on ) ~ne n1~raft was damaged by enemy action during tho hoiBt cvncuati:~m of 'Wounded for 2 Dattalion RAR. 'rho pillar between tho cockpit and oargo cotllplll'tment was piercod by a smnll-nrwll round wh,ich novored the rad'io 1tlntercommunicatione loom in the procosD Ullu deprived th!) crow of all moans. of cOlDl1uniontton, The rouud evontually 1011::od in tho croW'IllWlts plak-vest ~ cau.singo~y shook and brtleing. 

Durin(f tt;e firot 'half of April' 196B~. o'Pe-rations oontinued in theLong Hal Hilla with the 2nd £md 3rd RAIl Battaliono OccupYi~ holding positions whilot onginoero located and destroyed the massive, Cllve complsxell in the area. 
propartion of 

In mnny caese the steep and: ro,oky terrain did not allow the) ,: ~ . ' , lanrling pade and the larie 'amount;, of explodvee required by the engineers would have placod an exoessivo at rain on already overworked hoists. Aa an altornotive method or"dol1very, loads of e'xploBivee eaoh lt' . \ . weighing 840 lbs. were slung e:xternally nb,out ')0 feet below the airoraft skids and delivered vertically into the crevicee and small gullies which 1 . . abound in Long Hai. In this fashion about 3O~OOO lba of explosives were 1 do livered by the squadron. A furthor '0,0,p0 lbe. wore deliverod 8e intornal, 10OOe. 

On 21st April 1 TAP commonQod a further operation in co-operation with the US 9th Division which involxed asnnult helicopter oompany uplift ot the 2nd and 3rd RAIl Bottel1ono to ~ a'rea~:ellet of Long Binh and the move j of 1 AT? Hoadquo.rtors to Deoxont US Army Base. Each battnlion voe allotted an Aroa of Operutiono in whioh thoy l!:eru, to ,tllnbuah DxpeqtoJi enemy iflfiltra- t­tion moving toward Lone Binh and Sa~on f01', ·0 . r~pe~i t';i :~n of the TET , .'. , offensive. The squadron aseiDted inthe 'movo of the battalions to thoir J operational areas and carried out tao tical re-au~ply qf cOWPony, platoon and batt~ry unite in tho field from a f01"'Wnrd T~et , Fqrce ~:aintenance Area , located· at Dearcat. 
The 2nd nod ,rd 

.;; .. 

~t" ,,' ., Battalioon ' RAR, were moved north when tho current ,I · , area of operations proved unproduotivo from the point ' of view of enemy .contacts. ' . 
'. 
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" .. On 12th Moy .. the 1at and 3rd Batt'Bilono RA[t vore flown to another area approximatoly 20 miloo nC"rth of Gal~o'n o.o'tride a 8unpecte'd Viet Cong I' . ~,.; .. -:. . infiltration route . SlDlultnneouely tho ,2nd "Battalion returned to ::' _ \. ".1:.' " Jiu! t Oat 1n preparation for rctu't'n ~~ tl.l;St,r~l1a.:, This month, alao BIlV a largo turnover of piloto nnd· crOlf~~II " ien,vihg for Iluotralie. at the termination of a twolve months torm. TWo oaptaino vere upgraded to proviuiolla.l cato601'Y nC" allowing them t~ function as operational oaptains in all tonka except those o.tloociatod with LitRP insertion and extrnction. Later in tlir, month, eir,ht Ilddit1.onal pilots wero posted t-.:> tho squndron, thUD otllrtinr- the builtl up of aircrew pend~n(r th~ arrl~'hl . o ,f;~4di tional aircraft. , 
:Ux An intcrooting insertion of a 6 m4Ul SA,S patr:ol into the Nui Thi Vai's was earriod out in the e~ly morning of Oth Juno 1968. Whilet divorDion was provided by tho LFT in~spdro Albatro~~ aircraft, tho "Slick" uircraft ~/81J sneaked into the ~Wld~llff zone .nt 10W .level from a different direction . The insertion vae euccea8~ul in spite of a large numbor Cong roported to be in tho aroa . Th~ nir ~f the SAS patrol vas to 

of Viet 

capturo an enemy rlla10 trangmi t tor being 'operated in tho orca. 
At 1300 houre on 10th June as 3A.S:p~trol attacked an enemy basc camp containing approximately 11 Viet Congo Ueaults ot: the aotion vere 8 Viet Cong killed, , possibly kl~led . A tranBmltter/reooiv~r, ono corbine, a pistol am documents wore captu;ed. The . patrol wno then , extrncted. Aircraft and their captains carrying out ths ex~ractloD8 werel A2Q378 FIt Lt D.H: · Po~t.r 

" ) , A2-376 Lt Cdr n .}.., 11adde,l-Wood HAn 
A2- 302 Plt Off R.~l. Adam '" I Bien Hou w~s mortared uuri~e the 'n~Bht but no damago vao done to the detnchment~ aircraft nor were ;, 1;he.r~, ' l.ucki,ly, , any ~~ ca8ualt1es. Ono member "hoard" tho unll clear" ~?imid ab.o~t: 1'~ ~in~toB· attor the Warning ~ siren and climbed back into bod . The foll ,owing day he vas told there vas no such thine ae nn tlnll cIsar" siena!:. " ' , . . ,-,' 

At 1000 hours on 17 Juno 8. ;.SItS" Cllita in contnot with 5 .'. ',' I,:, ' whose dress indionted that, posslblY:,they;w.e1'8 Nqrth Vietnameoe 

enemy troo po 
Army troops. I·, ;'.' . 

'l'he reuult of the action waij 5 enoroyi k:l1i1.ed 'and f Australian wounded. The patrol "Wao extrncted under fil'o . Duri~ the extz:-nctlon n US Army gunner " ;1. was wounded when an M60 machine g.m exploded 0.0 hie gunship airoraft. No dWDnge Wll.O oustnined by rio 9 Squadron nircr~ft or pSI'Donne l. 
On 19th July 1968 a Viotn~oso Lana lIonas Roc0lll!aiesance Patrol (LRill') llUS extractod after beine located by' aU.llr mirror. naohes and panol communication3 with buoo had broken down . ' This vas the firat Vietnamese LRRP to be extractod by the squadron. 
Prior to the auove aation, ,on 5th .July Q oix ' mo.n 31).5', Patrol contacted 25 - 30 onomy rOBulting in 13 Viet Cone being killed: By the time the roquost for extraction had roaobed. Op~rations Section, 0.11 Albatross aircraft hnd landod back at VunC Tau and · .J~~e b.eing, signed Off: However, within 20 minutos an extraction team wae ~~ndine by at Nui Dat awaiting tho arrival of a Light lo'!re 'ream (U'T') fro~~B'i~n : 1I0a . Albat;oDs Lead dopartod Uui Dat boforo arrival of LFT ~d made ~ontact with patrol and wi th , 
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161 Reconnaissance Flight orbitine t~e ' patrol '8 position . By the time 
tho LFT .'JFI !, llm trollfl 2, 3 and 4 arrivod in tho nreu, dorlcnoss hud eat in 
~\~ ~ 1 \. r · ·~ ~' ~ " . ~I" '" · l~'I .. i"" ~ fi ... ~ 1·r, ...... · t)." .......... ". 'll-,.;t, ....... ~., ',,'lO" s"C.t .. ,f . , . I to the Patrol'o ponition by stroba light ana the . 8xtl'aotioh waB unoventful. - ". 1,'" .• ' During the Gxtrnction, tho M"r,. "Th.~ Bun'Uta'l" of ' 118th AUC US 'I,TOY put 

up 0. fine diaplllY of flying nnd aunnory for; ~hl~h n. Ie_ttor of \~!>roc1at1on 
wos forwarded to the CO of tho unit by No 9 ~quodron Command~ngOtrlcer, 
Wg Cd,r J , /t. . Pllul(11. 

In August ~n 8 man patrol in N'.1~ ..o1nh~ mo~taine oontaoted anll 
unknown sized Viot Cong force. Instoad of bolne. oxtracted thio infantry , . 

.i 

patrol ltnt! rEl-iufono ld \lith nn udditl?nnl 84 troops. The .tusk involved 
four troop currying Iroquois, ono Commaod:an4 Control Iroquois, two US 
gunships and two Sioux helicopters of' '61 ,necce . Flieht. Despite 
severe commwlic~tion difficulties, ths ta~k was oompleted without inoident. t 

An unuBual' operation waa mounted at' short !l0tice during the 
afternoon of 7th October. Three "slick" aircraft led by the CO t 
carried 26 members of the Provincial Rscp'~nais8anoe Unit (pm.! - 'Vietnamese) 
described as u wotloy colloction of outthroats, to a mud flat just north 
of Long Son IolllDd. A Uo:{ Chahn hll(l ,roport.o~ a VC camp, guarded by 6 VC 
in whioh a wounded VIP was rasting. :~a.purpoao of the miosion waG to 

-capture h11ll ae , if succos:lfui, it would have b.~en the most important 1 
capture to date. Unfortunately, due,.~~o h;e >i.fr~~\il 'ty :,oi' th~,.'t~rrain and thol 
lack of seaborne assault craft tho "pr1,eu eluded ' capture. liQwover, 22 , .'.,'. . eampans, qUllJltitiee of rice and aalt· vere .destroyed nnd, with the help .. 
of tho LFr, two campo W9re also dcstrby13d: ~Th~. ehtire oporati~~ la9ted 1 

i ; '. . just over throe hours after which thO; ·.:ffiU w~.e returned to Baris. 
No 9 Squadron continued unoel1i::~~d:y wit'h insertions and ntractiono', :, ' . lonr, range reoonnaissanoe pntrolo. 'ro~ spraying, reiief of troops, 

medevncs etc ond fo r thoir untiring efforts they received a j~8t reward in 
winning tho Duke of Gloucestor Cup for the yaal'S 1967-68. The Citation • read I 

" '1'110 9 :;quauron arrived in the Uepubli.o of Vietnam on 12th Juno 
1966, anu oporatoo lroquoio holicoptors . The ~quadron vas 
empl oyod during the per10d 1966 ,to 1967; in act-ive oHorational . . . I support to tho a1l1ed ground forcea, 'froque'ntly engaging in """ , i', 

hazardous opcrat1onu undor prolonged }>erioUB ot exposure to ~~ 
enemy fire. A moasure of tho det~rmin.aii~~· ~1th which No 9 t 
Squadron hus jluroued 1 te t~ok 10 the number of awordo for 
gallantry and dcvotion to duty, ;amoun,t them several': Dietinguiehed 
Plying !Or Cr0139C8 and a Conspicuous G.allantry Medal, conferred 
upon Squadron members during the year. '!'he high standards of E 
operational proficiency, technicnl efficioncy, and morale 
reflect highly on all- members or,·NQ 9Squ~don." 
In early January 1969, Albatross " oaptai~ed by Sgn Ldr B.R. 

Thomas vaa fitted with an aerial public address system to aid in the 
cordon nnd senr9h of My Xuan Village. 'l'hrc:e l?rief t'llpes wers ' played to 
inform the villagers I 
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0.. to retluin in thoir houses ,and · thut they w~re surrounded. AnyonB attempting to movo .f~o\n ; 'thi3ir hO~De ~ould be shot; 
b . that troops wera about ~o sen.reh· tho village and that 

they (tho villag9rs) '~e~/:t~',;~mnin in their houses; 
c. they were to mO~Q Inter to:' t~e'; holdina for interrogation. 

'.i. " 
On 5th January tho crew of Albatross 0, captuined by Sqn Ldr n.L. Dirou sichtcd a sampan. On the approaoh of thu airoraft, tvo '. '\. '. Vietnamese malsD jumped overboard from i ~e sampan and attemptod on esc8re by slIimming undel'''lator. A gu~.~ tof wind swept aolda a piece of c&tlvaa in the SWDplln exposing two SK.~type -' rifles and bandoliers ot ,." ," • i, '1" '. ammunition. A second conc~uled sampan ~as ,slghtOd nearby. The swimmers ., and the sumpan uoro Uluohiu8;GI.mned reaul fling- in two VC lelA nnd ho sampans DUnk . 

' ~ . 

On 9th January a f18n1f~er·I::'m1ea1on , ";u~ , conducted in tho area Xuan Hoc East to tho beach. '1'ho puipo~e dr·'.tho operation waD to determine to \that extent this IJ.rea is ;beihg ~80~ . by the enemy iind to get o.n idea on the nWllber u9in(~,.the aro(.': o:n.t\ hOlf, rD'any may bo there. 
Tracks sightod 'nnd relldi~~, 4~~~i~~:~ ~J;1dico.ted continuous hoavy use by a largo number of enomy. F. very · t~o?k ohowed,up 'ae a hot opot on the sniffer box. During the miDaion n 'largo nuwber of small firos wore noted to "IIO out" inrlicating thoy we~o \ urriedly extingufohed . One . sampan uas found intact and sbot up :with M60 Nre. Mlljor hotspots vere indicated at known belDo oomp lind bunkor positiono. One camp waa occupied llt tho tilno of tho 9niffer; tho eunnor anJ 'crewman both rop,orting 

.' .', ' movement ao the aircraft P1l8ood over: 

• 

Conclusion fomed wos tha t the area Vll~. prob.ablY be;t.~ extensively used by rOlll' serviceo enemy gl'Oups • . ,It was thouf:ht that the" VC 64th Rear Sorvicoo Gl.'OUP "Wan operntiDIJ in tho prea. Tracks tonded to lead to a.od from tho bonch indicating ro-supply frOfol the sea. A nwal?er of eravee were sighted. Amone these waro four plots of, 29 + graVBS . They had no headstones nnd wore not old which seElUle,d to pOint to there being 8 hoepital in that area whioh was not havine succeoB rtth"08sualtiee. 
Vung Tau sirfia Id and dockyard lIore 'rocketed on 21 January. A ' .. " total of eight rockets impacted in the a~ea. Thero was nl1 casualties or da.rnage to airornft Dod installations. The rocket's vere fired frOID Long Sone leland. 

The Leader of the Opposit10,n, ;, H,0n . ·Mr. Gough Whitlu , MP, visited Vung Tau and Nuit Dai nod wae. flow in Albatross 08 captained by ~ Lt. Cdr R.A . Waddell- Wood RAN. " 
Due to an unfol.'tunato cOlOlbiilationQ"( -circUlDotanceo, a patrol of 9 RhR ontsred n minefield around t!te AnVll ' ~ra1ning Compo Albatroo8 Night Dust-Off 1 and 2 we ['e 'callod llndtook, off at 3 ,8 . m. to ~l1't out oDsue.ltieu. Albutrooe UDOl (FIg Off'-'~ ' ~:~ D~~i~'O) ' io~k ' out "2 lying I 1 01 tting ond 1 KIA from pado anJ then ' ~~~~tqd ,-out ' an ' e~"inoGr from. the minefiold who had stepped on a. mine "hil{l~ atteIDpting cl~riog :operatione I' ! ~: ~ ' . ' • to rench noothor cllOualty. Albatr0tl8 1fl)0 2,' (oFt Lt G.,\. Oldfield) lifted out 2 KIA and 2 I1!A from the m1nofiO~& . I, . 
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Tho following is fairly typioal 'of a "sniffer" miasion. 

Two aircraft nnd a Light Fire TeDJa took off for 0. spooially seleoted 

0.1'011 bout 32 miles from Vung 'l'au. At 1015 'hours tho firat rWl of the 

mission started at low level from South to North . The runs are done on 

parallel tracks at low level. On the f:l,fth run, going North , the port 

gunner aie-,htod two WODlen tending a eitrd.an . : ·The ."sniffer" box stnrted to 

giva 1Il0re frequent ronding!l . lIot long aftl;Jr a1ghting tho W0I:I80, the 
• , " . I 

pilot of Albntrouo 02 amelt tho aroma o~ 'O~inoDQ cooklne and the "eniCtar" 

box indicated lIlanimUl'l ro(\di'.:'Gfl . On the follo\11nt{ run the crew could 

altpin sIDoll cooking. The lI Dniffor" .con-tinU:ed b:~ :lJive ~ax1mum\- readings in 

tho aroa. ~'urther on , freohly cut ' t~'oeo ;werq observe~ and a maximum 

"suiffer" ruadlne indicated recont ~~t1~i~j;> ' Soveral other eiej'l tinge ot 
• 'j") 

freshly cut trees and 0. bunker uoro 0.100 n~.tt)d. At another sreu, s patch 

of white sHnd with noundo 'i 1/2 fOve, hi/,:"h;'"-7:-""foBt lana and 3 rt wide 

sUfUrested graves. Around, but not 1e~ '~r~oun4s 'wore foo t~r1nts whioh 

led into trBcks to the boach which znuy havQ' boon lIlade, by portors currying 

supplies from u benched samplln. After ~ha'f.inal · "sniffer" run .Albatross 

01 (r'l Lt lLA. Budd) orderod tho gun~hips to fire rooketD into the mounds 

noted previou!)ly . 110 direot hib \lor,s made and nothing unoovered to 

ravoal tho contento of tho JOoundo. Tho flight then return.ed to Base. , . ' 
On 10th ruy, an IJtVN Company from' 2/ 48~h Bn thlion! "ao in dAnger 

\" .. ;," '. 
of being ovor-run by VC. ~ The heavy fir.9 team sll8'aecd the! o~el!J;y and broke 

up the attack: nnd thon returnod to nui Dat :to .J;'e- B;l"m ~d: re-f'4.o,l, 

whioh timo US lIavy OV-1 0 airoraft we~ ~uppreeo.1,ng :for the AllVN. 

during 

On 

ruturn to the ureu tho Dunhrnngera again ongaged tho VO ond. also oupported 

the Dust-off of 2 AUVIl \JIA. 110 hits were,l re~orded on the a!r?rnct desl>ito 

intenos ground fire. Beven VO KIA (body cOfDt) wore creditod to the 

squadron from this operation. 

The Heavy Firo Team wus oalled out again to on«ngs an enemy 

company hiding in u rubber plantation. 009 USOobra ,w8s also operating. 

A sweep by ground forces ehowed a body cOUnt 'o! 14 VC, seven ~lQ1med by 9 

Squadron and soven by the Cobra. 

Another incident oocurred on 19t~June 1969 whs~ an aircraft 

lIaa shot down in the DOD8 Hal Mount&ws'. ·: 'Fli' Ott .r .R. Sampson in 

Albatroas 03 arrtved at the poeition 5 mln~tes later. LAC K.J. , Shipp, 

Orewman, volunteered to go down by wihch and cheek for survivors. He 

diacovered ono dead in the aircraft and hhv~~«,~b~en adv.loed there wore ~' 

three occupuntD, searched till .:31"00. of · Jl.'Pp~o~~ ~O yards ro.diun for 10 minutee. :­

He was winohed out becauoe the o.ircro.,Et fire:M;o~ c &.ueing t1:1e whito 

phosphorous rockete to oxplode . ItWP.SI the.n " ad~'i'~~d' that the aircrn.ft, 

u Cosona 02 had been hit by an I~PG 7 :"round and that o~e parachute was 

250 yarde downwind of tho craoh site. ~AO Shipp ~ae again winohed down 

and searched a ne~1 locotion without ?,UOC~fJ·~~". A second l?ody 111l.~ later found 

by ground troops in thick bush. :. 

'ig Cdr H.V. tUbben o.iriVOd;; ~Q 'tth t·lay to aeaume cOlIllland of 

110 9 Squadron from Ug Cdr J .A. l)nulo \tho wdo posted to No 5 qquadron. 

, ' , ' 

'/ 
• 
t 

, 



( 

... .. .. . . 
• 

Ir" , .,. !. 

On 17th August a lift of 'tA" and , I; J) '~' C.qlll~leB' 6 RAH, was 
';"j '. , 

carriod out. The Coy's together with 8: c);oo~ wero moved to Lone Tan . 
in proparation for the 3d. o.nnivoron'Yiofi tho ' ,na~t1e I?f Looa. Tan which 

took place on 18th August 1966. ,.~,:~;:\ ... '.: '.;, , 

On 21st Aueus t, Alblltros13 ·"~· i (Pl.Oft Treloar) ."ae called to 

a Dust-off by "A" Company of Uo 5 nAk; ! ' ~(/CompMY had gone into a 
t' , , . • 

bunker complex of II VC ROe!lilont And ··Eiu ~ tai~ou ' caounltieB. Three who wore 

\'lIA waro hoiated into the airol'aft whioh' was '1·5 - 20 minutos in hover. '1'he 

aircraft waa under ground fire duri~~ tho dust-off and five hits voro 

BUstained, one round entorlne tho ohin window then lodein~ in the inatrumont 

pane l. llano of the crow receivod injuries but tho unfo~· tun(\te lyiIl8 
. " .' i ' 

pationt recoived two furthor injuries £.rom-JdC fire ·to the thi~1 Wld 
~ , r -,' .' '. 1 

throat. 'l'he aircraft was flown to N).liDat ' l.Uld~~clare.d unser,yi?oablo. 

The oporation was flmxaxiaxXnixi»±x~£tzzKI a very fine. p.~rformance 
by all conoerned. ,Australian casualties for ' tho action vero 

31 lilA . 

KIA o.nd 

Oetob~r proved to bo 0. very b~.~ ' __ Ulonth for tbo squadron. The 

houro. flown wore the' second- hiehcst sinoe tho ' B{J.U8dron formed but 1n the . ~ ; , 

prOOBss two aircraft lfer~:' lost in 8c~i~n ,art"d 8e both tiara . irrecoverable 

it W8S neoessary to destroy thom. The squadron' was actively engo.ged 

in troop positioning throughout tho TAOR mov,~ lnvolvina three RAR 
bntto.lions, AllVN and UF Troops. 

Ol~ra tiono ouoh o.s Msdovaos, Lona Hangs R~connaia8ance, 

Insertion and Bxtroctions, Crop Spraying and-Uolief of troops continued 

at a rate too numorous to include in~ivid~~ly 'in a brief histo~y. 
To Fobruary .1970 a sUJruDo.ry' ··of statistics for the equadron 

was 8S follows: 

Hours flown 

Zorteos flown 

Pax curried 

t-ledsvacs carriod 

~'roight curriod (lbs) 

Viet Cong (KRA) 

Viet CODe- (KBA POBS) 

Aircraft damaged by E/A 

" 
February 1970 

1251 .. 50 

·4488 

·~:10,,~ .. 1 

~5 . 

Prograeoiyo Total 

35.277.50 
'. 

166.n9 
280,659 

2,6 .~O 

' 19,~5B,740 

50 

40 

.18 

The effort in achieving 12~.50 hO~B in the 28 days of February, 

aocompanied by an 86.16% oervicenbilityro.te (an all time high sinco the 

introduction of 'II' Mode l Iroquoie) reflected oonsidero.blQ oredi t upon 

the o.bility of the squadron sorvioing flight. ! i ' 

On 22nl1 F'ouruory the L?r sightod . ~d. ,Ul.;dntu·ined sl!l'voillanoe .. 
euspectou VC in n non-civilian aCCeSBo.ro~ .• With \/urn;Lnc fire, tho over 4 

i 
" , 

suspects were forced to remain oto.t1bnary untl1Albntroon 03" and an Americo.n . 

Helicopter inoortod ground troops to effect A capture .' The l!!Iuspenots 

subsequently prov E;lll t o be fishermen. ' On ~h~ 25th of ·that month, whilst 
.", .\..., :. 

conduo ting 0. "sniffor" misei all all o1roraft "Eltghted 15 persons aeo.in in 

a non access aroa . Similar holding ~cti08 woro o.dopted until Albo.tross 



\.\.. 
.' I.' 

aircraH inoorted II ground p.."\dy to eff.ect' capt~o. "Again thu captives 

(all lTomcn Dnd child ron) ;/oro rolollood aftar, into?·ro{~I-i. .tion 'indioated 

their inuoeenco. In thio instance the LFl' had b.ocn eiyon clailrance to 

engn8'C, hO\fevor t.he fliCht leudor (F}-g'Otf ~.n. Drivor) very wioely 

vi thheld firo pclllilnB more poo~ t1 vo ideJiti~i.?a~ion of the f)us.pocts. 

Although neithor incident resulted in the cavtiu-!3 of enemy personnel, 

tvo vary sipnificant factoro orner~d! 

iJater30n 

n. The value of tho Lr~ 83 0. ~o.ld1ng agoncy pending 

deploymont of ground forcesl and 

b. ~urthor emphasis upon the absoluto necessity for 

pooitivc identification befo;o ongoGiug human targets. 

tinrch 

RNZAP) 

", 
26th weo n day of Inoi~~nts. J.l~atl.'o9s 02 (F't Lt. D. 

received ~ound rire ' ~h~n carrying out logistic oupport. , '.,' . 
Fortunately no one vas injw'sd 

Albatrosa 01 (FIg orr J. Bach) 

and t~e Aircv~ft continued flying. 

had 8:;rotor f)~.rike after doplaning members 

of 0 combat aoosult into tb(". nr<: n . HAS pntrols vera inner ted into enemy 
( .. ; .. ,- .... I " , . , 

torritory unopposed: " "C" Compnny, 7/ RAR werp mqv;ed · t.o~ a new location. 

"Duohruosoroll wore kept UU~y aupport~:~ '" ~;tQfr ~nd Albatrooa aircraft. 
I I . " 

US Dustorf 13 received ground r iro \,hilst takine out 2 vou'nded peroonnel. 

Whilst the "nuohranaers" were uUPJlrO(!~in~' ... tlt9 area an 'ARVll membor trod 

on a mine rooultilli{ in 1 KIA ond 9 ~1·'\~Rvrl). · US Duetoft 13 'aloo took 
:;.: 'i~' ' 

out theDe members while "DushrnIl$ero~,'.e:fiva ,qlosfI ·,Dupport. 
!. ',\ . 

Tho culmination of the dnYIJ fl:Ying9n 9th <M~y 1970 woe a,16 
, ., 

aircraft fly pnot ovor Ifui Dat nnd V~ Tuu<·to celebrute the squadron I s ~ 

4th Annivcrnnry in tho country. Tbe fly-p~st vas led by Vg Cdr ~.W. 

Hibben. the out Boine Commanding Officer. It wae a tremandous effort 

on the port of the Clo.intcnanco flicht to e,:ot ell 16 aircrAft (\irb?rne ot 

once. '1'ho fly-pant WGS the loot flight for , We Od,r Hi).>bon be£qre being 

succoeded in the poot of Cor::monding Officer ' by 'liB Cdr P.L.H. Coy on 
'. , 

14th May. 
; 

no 8 nAR featurod in 0. big mov,e on 29t~ Juno " 1970. 'n and C 

Coropany moved frOIll K.'lpyong while oleDlent~ ~f ' D C·~o.pony movod ' from. La La!. 

'fwo SAS patrolo tic rc 0.100 oxtracted on thllt :. do.y • . LFT had a eucoossful 

day, claiming 2 VC ICDA and 1 posoible KDA~ . ~G (1) VC was ~~\. Dush­

rancors were investigat i ng a rsport of 7 pe:t;'8.ons ··being flighted. Irlhile 

making low passes over the aren tho IJ.~ ' S~lt ~.'~ , e.Demy run n. out of low 

scrub. FIg. Officors Dalgleish and Upham"Jn~ thoir aircraft engaged 

the enomy with the above rosults. The squadron's 40 , 000 tlying hour 

xx in the c aun try vas alaa flown on this day. 

• 
t 

I 
• 
f 

On 3rd July 1970, disaster struck when Alb~tDosa ?1 (Fl Lt C.El11a"~ 
orashed and burned . All four .. cra'ol, Fi Lt. ~Ell18, Fig Ofr Harman, LAC McUair" 

and AC Scheer woro medevaced from th~ crash site suffering sovere burna and 

shock; LAC ~!cNair boine later transforred to tho IntensivQ Care Unit of 

no 1 Auotrnlian Field Hoapi tal a.t Vurie. T~'U • . )18 a . rosu.l ~ of tM orash, 

the aircraft (A2-760) was CO~lllotolY :dontror~d' and LAC Mc!l.airdied from 

hie injuries on 20th July in the pros9.noe o.f . h~.s)",wif~ ·~"ho hnd. boen flown 

from AUDtl'al1u to be at hi3 side. 'rli'e. other cl"o,;; ' mombern VA~ mAlth, .. ,.",'I 



In iJ 

During September several drops of fuel drums were made agnlnst 

ill()~l\l gnr/lonR. The drtUIIB wore ifJllitod by trocer bullate firad from 

the aircraf t . 

'l'hl'ec doud nnd f1 vc ai tUns: 'Iround,ed' vA,ro modovnoed" ir'om usn 

Lloyd Tholll!ap. thich W8f) on otation south · 9f tl~o nu! Tom Do hills. The 

injuries WCl' (J cauood from an oxplo{l1ng gun !t,u,rrQt. On' th!l· 3~\1 '!, day 

(11 September) 9 r, AY DAY cnll wnD folloWed: up nnd found to be 8 US 

helicopter downed neur on allied basCi; nIl tho crow were unhurt. 

In betwoon tho usual intense activity of tho squadron during 

,the month. nnd official farewell wno given to' 'tho OC RAAF Contingent. 

Vune Tau, Cp Capt R. MoKimm at 0 dtn~ng 1n nleht held 'n ~he Offioers' 
'. 

"loes. J'lany nenior US and Australian ~rmt -officors attended. 
, .' 

On 27th Soptember, 2 Albatross Md 2 Dushrangera met the CAS. 

Air NarDhal C.T. "annah CB, CEE, at tho .Froeworld Iieliport , flew to Ifuit 

Oat, carriod out a TAOH Heconnaiesllnce and thenoe tQ, Vung Tau. The CAS 

aleo hall an illformal tour of the equs.drO~; working aroa. t 
On the 28th , tho outgoing Officer commanding of RAAF Contingent 

vas in the lead airoraft of a fly pSst of 6 ;Iroquois flown to fnrewoll 

him from Vung "Tau. " 

'rhe 22nd " Octobel· . ~"lS an oxcitill~ day for an SAS patrol which 

went "hot" for tho seoondt:Ullle in thrOll: d3y~ 'whO'n" thor yo~e r1red nt from , ' 
three sides by upwards of 20 enemy. DUB}~ancPrB were oorombled from Nuit 

Dat and al'rivod to find Patrol 34 ir. 11 ~"~~l , clump of trees bounded by 

open ground on all sides . Dushrangero" .B~t. up a firing pattern "to suppro8o , 

while the patrol movod to a morc BU1t~'ble pO~i ii(m . During tho firine 
";, .. ~ . .; .. "" 

passos, both BuahranBoro aircraft (rie ofr :townoond) and (rlg Otr Lowo) 

woro firod on from tho ground. In tho u03ntill!e tho oalicka had nfixod up" 

from Nui Dat and II third CWlehip arrivo~ from VUllg Tau . At 1258 hours, 

Albatroaa 02 (Flt Lt 'Wood, RH'tAF) extrac"tod" the patrol who had 'worked their 

wny back to their original poaition in the centre of the clearing. 

After t\W BU3hrllnecro had expendod on tho tnraet , n furtMr puahrllIlaer 

arrived on the :icono nnd directed artillery and f\D. e1r8tri\te "~n tho tnrcet. 

DDA reportod 0. gron t amount of ourfoco ~w:niro in" the area. 

Tho 4th Uovomber waD 0180 0 ftlirly activo day with all rolss of 

9 Squadron beine utilized. Thero wore two "Specail Air Servioe (SAS) 

tasks, ono an extrnction and the other an insertion. T~o patrol wont 

"hot" when two VC arllled with .tJ( 47 and U" 79 · wa~pone \lore si~~,d 25 30 

metros f'rom where the AlbntrosG insorted' tho pa~rol. An uneventful 

extraction was c!U'ried out Boon aftor with tho exception that tbe two 

aircraft carrying out the ox traction ~ore firod "on from the ground during 

passes. Tho third Duohrangor was oalled u}t to tho target and also o:a:ponded 

in the target area. A further action occurrod DS Q roeult of a patrol 

being fired on by two or more enemy with automatic fire. A HFT (Heavy 

Fire Toam) !nid ordnance in the ore a and ~o ground unll oign recovered 

1 VenA, 2 VC WIA, 1 AK 47 weapon, rifle grenades 310 d8tonato~s, paoks 
" ,,,I fOtld . 

I 
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.NovoL~ber · c()nt1nued to be u. most active month for thQ equudron 

with dl'O-lIlntic !ncidon~D occurring doily. II. uigrdUoo.nt oapoct wo.o the 

inoreased l."O.te of flying for the squadron which flew Z46 more flying holU'o 

than for the previous month; the total. beine 1443-50 hours. ·'l'he squodron 

also assumod tho acromoUicBl OVc.oun.,tion responSi?i~lt~ for ,. the ' Austrnl1o.n 

Task Forco llnd tho ero"l showed a remorka~le enthu~ium for the ,role. 

I'lith tho advent of QhriettDBlJ DO¥ and the oonsequent IIcease !iro" 

the squadrons nctivity for tho do.,y W68 ~turallY well down wideb wns 

reflected in the nDushra.nc:erstl times ot 35 mnu.tos oaoh. 'there were 

notable vinitaro in the Navy ld1nioter, im.:;'Killon Lind tho Al."UtY Chaplain . ", . 
General who visited ~ unite of the , A~;\ ;- Unfortunately people still . 

got hurt or hurt tbemoolvoe ond durill8' 't~~ day flew five Auatral1a.n 

medical trannfera. Two VN oivilians with 'racial injurioe woro a1eo flown 

from Van Kie.fr to nOK Hospital, Vuna Tau: At Nuit Dat the resumption of 

heavy artillery. Signified ,thah,the , lcea8~ fire l was over. 
, ' 

• "I ' 
'l'he unit~ h.!otorian desor~be3 11th January o.e boing a very quiet 

day despite oporations revolved around 11 SlIS 12 man fiGhting patrol which 

ambushed 3 VC reflul t1ng in two of th'e enemy, being KI~ and one btLdly 

1'IOWlded. 'l'he wounded mana blood trnJ.l 'WaD followod Into an enemy OQlUp 

areai , Albo.troos a~d DU~,h~"'llr air<?,~t ~~ .~~Eln, cpllod ,forward and tho 

gunnbipe ouppl1od forward auppreosiv,e fir~ for the patrol as thoy moved 
I 

to tho compo '1'110 Buehrnrl6oro Duppreosod t.h~ camp prior to tho ground. 

assault cBUsing one lo.rgo hut to b~rn and oevoral aeoondar,y oxplooiono. 

Demol1 tiona wero winchod to tho putl'Ol 'Uh~ after the o.etiont ,lc.eting 
'., ! '" . 

approx. 3 houru, the 12 IIIEIn nero lY!hchod .. out. Apart from ons Auatralinn 
~. . , 

transfor, DUnTOFF carried two VH children, ; olle with f'ragmenw';lon wounds , , 
to medioal oentres at So.1.aon and Darin. Both pe.t1ento oame from LONG 0011 , 
ISLAlID. 

The lIlOet eigniflcont aspoot tor the IDOnth of March haa boen tho 

sharp inOreUDG in enemy contact t!lissions ,requiring 0100& ~r oupportl thio 

has raoul.ted in 1 pilot and 1 cremnan t.illed .... ~':"aot~on·(l.nd \crewllIBn 

"oWl.ded. 11 nwnber of oJ.rcro.ft also ouffered bll:ttlo t\Ll.uloae. . 

Ono Viet Cone killod by air ~~d anotl~~r VJ~untiod ~ ouboequontly 

oapturod, were cred1ted to gunahipa during an operation on 4th llB.roh. On 

the night of 3rd March and early mo~n1ng of the 4th, gunships IIIo..1ntained 

continuoue support of n pntrol of no 3 nAn followill8 an enou\y ' oontaot) . . 
subsequent Duetoffo by squntiron o.1roro.1't woro also ooverod by the gunship " 

, 
j 

team. " I 
On 15th March 1911, Albatro~s 01 received ground £ire over the 

LOJiG liAI I 0 whilst carrying out a reoonnaiesanoe of the area during .. 

VUl.cAH drop. A (I8cond VULCAN drop was direoted on · to tho source of fire 

by BushrBl\;,"'Or 11; 



'.1 ,. 

On 20th Maroh duril18 a cmoke re-ouPPly of a No 3 Will patrol 

in conl::uct {,Uh tho €loamy, Duahranger 71 X'C!celved ground- fire, the 00-

pilot rcocivinc Dovere heud t'founds which ~ved..rat~l.· ! .i, 

On 2ht JJa.rch, dU1'ina a re-o.upply maplon' in the lONG HAI'o, 
I . '. . 

Albo.troco 01 <.l£' lJlO under fire which ,resulted in injury to tho crewman anu 

ono Army pa.O£June-0r. 'L'ho Ilirornft ~u3ta.1J)ed dauuge und wns "lnnded o.t 0. 

nearly seouro flXO!<. whore the injure;! mClInbGl;'8 were duoted oft. 

On March 31st, li.lbatrooB Dustof! '1 ,wac asked to evacuate 3 

pa.tients from 0. patrol of 2 lWl \1ho , ho.~ been i-ll enetI\Y cont8.cot. As the 

Dustofr airore.ft approllohod 1,,0 the 110vor to 'can,), out winch reoov8r'y, it 

rooeived ground fire "hich reoul ted in OOVQre hend injurios to the crewman 

who later died: The oiroro..Ct oustained dumage e.nd WllG lllnded at a nearby 

seoure o..raa. 

'l'ho mornll18 of April 17th tis-a '~ut1ne and w11.hout inoident. In 

direct oontrast, the afternoon oa" a Dustott 1 aircro.tt sbot clown and 

destroyed in the I>ong Ua..1 hUls. illUlet Albatross 01 ('CIS' Cdr F;'H. Co~) 
was fly1ng a reconnaissanoe, Dustorf 1(YlgOrr M.? Castles) was called to . . . 
an army oom1X;UlY' to medovo.o ctlounl t1'OD fro~ I~ land mine explosion. During 

the Dustorf, tl \1il!~h uoi~. a otokeB" : l1tte~~" the airoraft took ground firo', 1 
lost pol/er and crashod .p-vor the win9h , dte~ . ~,urs"t~ng intq flames. , Beneath 

the alrorn£t wno an Austrn1ian l!A'l'T .,advioer, aUS o.dvieor (both killed) 
',I • 

and ono UP (Uegional Forco) in tho. 8t~kOS' ~itll part of his lower loge 

missing, but who muncHod to got clen.r t ·; ['ho !'OUl." Itfu\)~ members' - Flg Otf ), 

Caetle1?f Plt Off Ford, Cpl Stopbeno ;fj,nd/ AC ':leaero escapod from the oJ.roraft ; 
':' t ,. 

but the Army Madia L/Cpl GillooPio:.;ras''-killed. l!'lg Orf Castles (Captain) 
~: I .1 " 

then transmitted over "GOARD" fl.'oq1i~Jl.OY oJ? hie 0urrivo.l radio the oondition 

and nuwboro of his crow membors und he~od for anothor location. Tho oxen 

wae otill inoecure und the poooib1l1 ty o~oted that 1 t was !!lined. Tho 

Duotoff then Duccessfully joinod th9 00.11 oign. Buohraneore led by Pl,t Of!) 

B1ohol- who I ~d boen [Jrovidire covor for tho Dustorr hod. Pl'Oblema , 

aooortainine friendly positiona, partly becauso of theLr opread and partly 

beollUse thoir Ensl1sh spealdrl3 interproter, had beon killed ,lin a orash. 'l'ho' , . 
Buehraneera then suppraosed ,:hile Alblitrooe 01 ,went umin and IJicked up tho 

4 R/I1Il? momborn from Duototr 1 P1UG :4 llocionnl' J!'oroo '(nF) ce.~~tieo from !.! 

tho orisirwl. udne incident. Co-ordination between Albatross 01 and the 

cunsh1p tonm nhich \1aO alternutinc ~ ships, partioularly considering tho 

coltll!lUJl1outionn problem with tho people on ~he lP:ound, "U8 first olass -

Two other Duetoffo wero flown for V",e~name8e \ porsoMel dur1na" the 24 hour " ., , 1 
period. 

~ 1911 _as roasonably quiet !IOnth although moet Squadron reloo 

wore utiliZed. 'l'hree (3) extractions Were carried out in support of No 2 

SIIS patrols 1n contact. 'l'haro wore no equadron injurloo and no damage to 

aircraft, howevor, one (1) _SAS _ member rec.eived ehrtl.pnol wound.u prior to 

extraotion. Statietios o.a at the end of YaY 1911 arol 
\q. 
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sUl,Ir.tAII.Y 01" OPimA'l'IOUAJ, STA'l'IS'l'ICS 

MAY 1971 . . ·TOTAL . 
, ' 

}loura florin 

Sort1eu Plown 

.Pax Carriod 

Iledevass Cal-'riou. 

Freight Curded 

Viet Cong KDA 

1034.30 53139.30 

" " KBA (Possible) 

unCRAFr DAl.!AGED BY ElIEl.Y ACTION , 

AlllCRAFT DES'l'ROYED BY ElIEMY ACTIOn 

3083 
5444 .' 

93 

330.840 

QItDNAltCE EXPillfl)El) DURIlfG MAY 1971 . 

. 220293 
'227665 

• 3914 

25,489,188 
62 

79 
32 

TUIIINING AND 'l'EST 
l!"'IRING', 

dl'EllATIONAL 

~o 
JlINIGUN 

Hoems (BE 101b and 
171b head & Flechetteo) 

52100 

146;450 

51G' 

56.940 
115~520 

407 

:WAL 

10,.040 , 
261.97° 

923 

; 

, 
JWlO 71, · tn oont;rnot to tilO pravioU6 . UIO?th, ,,8.0 . the moat activo 

month for tho oquadron ror ::80me tbie .. .No ,{Nl'F "counted "Operation Overlord" . :,. 
during tho seoond woek in an efro~ tel oeal~ 'and destroy aMP\}"" oo1n force .~ 
un! te lmown to be labouring 1n tho 'hem,or · areu bohean F'lIUOC 'l'uy and Lone 

Khanh Provincos, '!'he operation co~onoed ,on 5t~ June with the deployment 

to the forward aren of both bnttol1~n 'holld~lw.rterEl as troll as the TasK 

Foroe lIeadqun.rterso US Army utUi;;/. 110avY ·iiri 8l,ld 6UJlOhip hel!ooptaro 

supported tho move~; No 9 3quu.clron rield~d ita .entire oomploment of 

aircraft comprioil16 a utility u1rero..ft, 4 ,fiWl8hills, 2 modevao a1rora.rt and 

a. command nnd control a.irora.ft. 'l'hp doploymont phase "ao carriod out 

smoothly nnd without inoident. 

1·'0 ... : thu eucccodin[s 10 days the 8qu,a~n WD.S go~d ,.to 1IlLLXimum. 

effort in support of the oporation. }o~ollo'w1ng 'Q few dayo of l1ttle aotion J 

elemente of 4 Bnttal10n RAR camo in co~l;aot with uni.to rroul 3/33 lNA 

Regiment. The enelllY" was \'foll 8atllbl1ebedin a large bunker s,yutem and 

gunahip support wan colled for. El?Ulent.a of C Squadron 1 Armed R8gilllont 

also rovod in t.o QUpport. l'oBt of tho squnjlrons taeks were involved with 

th10 sction and consisted of medevae I!l1so10;lS, re-suppl1ee of ammun.1 tiona 

to the 1n!'antr,y and the armour in o/imtnot .. ~d i.msh1p operations. Du.r.i.ll6' 

the day an airornft from the 8qua~n -'oroe.hed at 1;~e hoist s1 to while 

attempting o.n operat1onal domand re-8UPp~'y "to the J.nfe.ntry in mntaot. 'fwo 

of thv orew wero killed and tho,) other two -plun an army disllatoher aboard ' 
. I 

eua'tained various injurio!! and were later hOist,od out with other oasual tieo: 

At tilDeo the conto.ot Was oupported by US «WlBhipo dnd madavo.e u.1rorat't but -

Uo 9 Squadron .flow a totaT'7of "206 oO,rt~os for 91 houra 25 minUtes to laat 



,., \ " ,','. 

time to tima but nono no hOa.vy or o.~ prolo~od '.as that of: ~ho 7th. Lator 

in the period, the Ilquudron waa invol~ed ill· <i.u1~k re:~a~t1on ~-deploymGnto 
of elsmanto of both butto.J.ionu in reopensa ' to the 'ollB.l'lCina ' taotioa.l 

situation on t.ho groWld. 

...... ... ' 

Other opera.tions of the squadron duri..n& tho month lIera. 
,~,' . 

a. On June 3rd a metlevao of an' Australian advioor nnd 

ten Vietnamese of 302; IIF )Jattal1Qn in the Long fuu 
mountains following ~ mln~ inc~dent. ' 

b. On 8th, 18th and 30th June, 9 Squadron IUror&tt 

ouccosofully extraoted patrolo of 2 ~S Squadron 

whioh had onoount orod Inrgo groups of tho enemy. 

c. On 25th Juno, a Duoto~r > B1ro~t rooeived one small 

arme ' .lDUE,.d throue;h the t~1-" rotor. whilo performing 

a hoist evaouation follow1ng :a. oontact 

July 1911 wuo a. month fro~ 9t 1n~i~e~ts and operations oould be , .,,',,' . 
desoribed 4S being. of a. routine nature. ' . 

" 

AugwJt oommenoed" with the prQopeot of more exoiting operntionn in 

store whon on 'the 1st, threo trooil· !,Uta '~e~ c;U:r!ed out'. ' 'In the atter-
\' .: .\. " , 

noon an SAn po.trol "diooovqrod an ooouPie~ bunker oyetem and Bus4rOJ'lB'er 

aircraft carried out an·e.irstr1ke tl.t" tho.t ', lQcation, but thie proepeot "no . , , . ' . ~ 

not to be fulfilled for 0. few ~o.~ the: :r:n~h!'tr dull routine overationa 

oontinued until the Oth when tho d~ ~c6iur.tOnced ';'ith a sniffer lllieeion wlth 

aome good :r9au1 te. A large troopl~ftr \'~B :·.carried · out and tour Speoial ,Ml.' 

Dervics operations were aloo co.rri~d out '. -Two patrols were inoerted and Lwo 

extractod. In early afternoon u rpquB,at f,"38 received to medevao a Vietruur.os 

wounded as' a result of a contnot juot, north ~t Long Hni moq.nta1ns. Albatroe 

DU8toff 1 carried ou·t, tho tuak landing in an area seoured by membero ot 
302 ltl-' CO;" . whllBt oovor \Vas provided by Buohro.IlB'oro 11· and 72. IlDtDodia tel)' 

tbe Dustoff' airoraft had booomo air~orno, : lobe ~t on the itround eaain 

oame under enomy fire. The Duohrnngero then engaged the area at tho 

requ9st of tho ground callaign and ; continuod' t~:- provide r~ oupport until 

oontact was broken • 

. , I).-Jt , Again on 12th Auau8t thr4e !lAS F~role tlere inaert~d. In the 

,~:~f' early e.tternoon "C" GOUlp8JV, 3 RAR oontp.ct~d n number of enetq foroee and 

Bu.ahrangora 11 und 12 wore callod tp ~~ide f.ireeupport. 'l'hey were lator ~ 

joined by Dushranger 13 and 0. rotat,1oll was sst up to provide continuouB 

Dueli.rsnger 8upport. \~'hon the unit ,had ,S9C~ 0. slUtable r.z, Albatross 

,I r 

Duetoff "88 called forward to medevao . ·three Australian wounded and one ..; 

injured as a result of the oontact. During the eDG88eltlGllt ground!lr,e "88 

direoted at tho Buahrangero and one ro~ was toun.d to have paased through 

the noae ot. Bushrnnger 13. Aleo P.lGdeva<::od ·during the d..o¥ were. ,three US . ; 

personnel suftering IroUl burno. On~ A~tro.lian and ono Vietnamese wero o.lB~ 
flown to hospital at Vung 'llau. . ~~ 

I 
'l., \ • 



~eptember T11lU Q buoy t.3On~h for ,the oquQ.dron, but with the 

uouaJ. inaertiol'l!J, oxtractionn ond I!led~ae,~ I?tp. aeptelllber 21st was a 

long and busy day. Both B and D C·oy. 4 .nAn who were t~ng part in a 

opooinl operation had major oontllOts with encl!IY f<?roea in bunker systemo. 

A major fire fight onsued an~ oontaot ·was not .completely broken until well 

into the n1Bht. Buahrangero 71 and 72 provided fir support for both oall 

signa in contact in rotation with a ~er of US 118ht fire .teame. 'l'he 

major part of the squadron's role in ,the battle wns medevuolng the wounded 

from both locutions und both Alba.tro8~ ,:1 ': and 2 Ilosisted Dustoff 1 1n 

providina support 8S the task WBS ~o~ .~d~ r~r one aircraft. At tho · cloGe 

of the dayo flying, 25 eofties had been, rlown to medovue 24 Austr alian 

dead and 1To\Uldcd. DuohrB.rlG'era 71 AAd ',72 1 ~rov1deJl cover ·for' duatofr 
" . .' '.' . :' ' 

operationo 0.0 all the \';ounded ho.d: t'o lbo 1"Iinoliod !'rom the oontaot area 

nnd Lhe IJco u.xity of the eleUlOnte f]'n i ha ' ~und '~no at tho beat only 

temporary o.nd llIUkeslift. Tb'l DQ.urultort o~nt1nuod to provide support until 
I'.. L ;. ..•. • 

, .. ell into tho nib'ht with tho UfVlt ~{il;9 t!!laol £lylng support · missiono and 
;:"' .. :., .; 

three AibatroEl3 a.1roru!t carriad rO-Qu'ppl1oe of ammunition until midnir)lt. 
• 'j' ,,1 , •• '. " , • 

By tho time they "ere ro~eaaEld tho' 'DUeh~r oreve ho.d been on duty . . . ' 
oontinuously for 15 hO~I) ~ aJld Albn l;roos 1, 2 Iltld 3 for 10 hours~ '. ' 

By tho morniTllJ contact \'Ii ~ 'the onomy had been broken 8S he mudo 

good hie lIi t hdrnrlal under covor of' dnrknoas. A nWilber of eorti8B worD 

flown i m;o the £l.reD. of tho j)l."eV1oua d~B contno1. to ro-"aupply the unite 

oarry out further dustoffs. 11" fUrther three, .hustral1W1. .woUnded wero 

und 

medevoced f rom the area. 
, '. 

Oct obor 1971 commenced \11th a ~ther buoy d~ for .the squadron 

but was probably ono of tho IWlt busy "periods in' tha.t thoatrp due to Lila 

reduotions in offensive oporatio1l8' a.~ the Task I,'orce prepared tor "i thdl.,atro.J 
,.', . 

SIlO patrol 35, the last putrol to be i~ertod by 9 Sqt;a.dron,· waoinserted 

without incident and another IJ8trol "as extraoted without incident. 'I'wo 

U\O.jor troop Utts 1'!ore flown, IDOviz,lg;II ,Coy) lIAR to Nu1t Dat and C Coy ' 

4 UAn aleo to Q. naw location. Duohr&nge~~ 71 ~ 72 'and 73 provided tire 

oupport for Rb' troops in oontllot with the enemy and duo toft ni1-oraft 

i 
I 

medavaoed two Cambodiwl wounded to Rok hospital Vung '!'o,u toeether with one .... 

uounded Vietnamese. 

On 5th October ~e o~uudrori '~ried out ita lOBt 

South Vietnam when it oxtro.oted p(l~ro,i )~. 

i 
5115 operation in 

On 6th October, 3 RAn EllIlbarko,d '·,qn lUdAS SYDNEY. for return to 

Australia but 'due to lo.ck of aV£l.ilab·i1'1tY.'ot 'ClL17, (Chinooks), 9 Squadron 

undertook the tu.ak of moving t he "d!~r9" to the ship. In all, 160 

sorties were !lown to tranoport 50<? tx.oo~s • 
. ! .. :: <., 

"'- ",. .... 

I' ,' .. 

l-;:t.. " .,:: 
'. ) .. ' 

'i' J:, 
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j)oopito 0 Blackoning off in nottvitio9. : Bu9hrl1ncara hIld an nctivo . .' ' . 
and Bucceaful day on 22nd Octobor 1971 • . D'u:l'i.?g: .·',s, vlsUlll ' roconnahsaneo or 
Long Son Iala n:l , n pa trol locnted Il ood11 nY$t e m ot enemy bunkero ~d etruc turos 

1' -;' ,, ' , 

1n a congrovo oW3mp. /, heavy fire tOllr.l :', (!~{ :co~prlQinc, Duohranaero 71, 72 
J ' - I · , 

ond 73 led by FIt Lt Leyrey-Meyer ~nga~d . tho ~oa .xpending all their 
. ':. ' ) . 

ummunition. Aftor the otrike, tho patr9 1 _b,"-1'l'ied ou~ a roconna~eDance of 

the tareot nnd gave n bnttle dwaoeo Ilso~~'~~ent ~f 100,':' 'ordnnnoe on targe t end 

85~ totol dnrougo. A remarkablo effort ~onelaor~ tho turgot aran Yas approx. 

20 metl:oe o~uI.\l·o. 

Kove.ber 1971 \lDO to bo tho hot month of the Dqundron'o mission 

in ; out h Vioturuno and despito n I'3lnckentnlI of oporotioIl3 i-: ~if',ht bo said 

thnt thoy rCLlu1ned to the loath On 10t noY-Dmbor ' a !limu\ ntod SAS 'patrol 

Inoertion W.9.0 curriod out nnd/ hoavy fire tf;'ru6 of Duqhrnngoro carrl.~ d out on 

oirotrike ogllinnt a nWl poctftd enemy bQo~ 08lJ.p • . ~o, follOwing d?-y Buohrllneoro 

JJrovidftd COVf'll' for a co'nvoy of trucks. nttln.g the 1lneuine days ' the oqundron 

perforced mnny routine but important ta~ko ouch as tropp moves, Bushran&er 

nir otrikoe, oniffo'r m100iooo, pntrol extr~otl]i ~lJI.edeVa08 eto. ' On"6th Novembor 

thoy flew 142 oortleo trMsportlnr. trooPl]n~;l "oqui Iimont to HrtAS Sydney. By 

tho 7th, n11 tho unit~ of 1 ~Ai had bo~n progf~~Oi~elY Yithdravn from Nui nat. 

Ifuit Dat wno finally abondoned nnd the Al'C. movod": 1n oonvoy to Vung Tou 

proteotod ovorhend by Buehranger airoraft. 

Although thoro vere no loncer any elo.~nt8 of. 1 A~P dep1oyod in 

the fiold, thc oquudron pl'ovided n reduced otandby of four sliok., two 

Bushrangere and ono night dustoff all on }O minutes standby at Vung Tau. On 
9th tlovecbor 1971 tho oqundron lIulrked th~ ~OoD4tion ot hotieal operatione 

in INpport of 1 ATl!' with n 16 aircraft fly--past in formation; the formation • 1 • ooneistlne of t hreo box - four of 

flew past the 1 ALSO urea. at Bac ic. 

olicke, and' ontl ' box - four 'Of Buehrangoro, 

Bench 'and .Yune.'. '1'au in boxee Hne astern, 

Then f inapy r o formed ' t o 
. ~ 

thon a box of bOBao. moko n figure 

wao led by tho COUIl1l8ndin...~ Officer, We Cdr P~W. 'l-jahood., 

nins. 'l'he fOl"lllotion 

Dospito tho II finn! It flypust thd 9q~ulr"?[i "os llUll required for 

emergonoy operation until it vno finull? n~ ccec'i1·ry to vithdraw tho aircraft 

for oloaning and 80rvicing prior to tholl" roturn to Australia. 
;,' :,~. f. I ,,::. 

ThB redeploy:;tent voe in four pllJ:t q O]n'flRd f>ver three veeks. 
: :., \ ~ , ; .' 

Peraonnel waro r.lovod 011 3 civil ohnrtol'od, l}1~crflft and '8 
)j I (., _; , 

aircraft nnd oqui pmell t vere c oved by neo. · 00 i L"!'M.i Sydney. 

oorvioing party, 

'1~e first atop in 

tho squndron'o wit;hdrovl vao t akell as 14 offioors fl1u.i 10 niraen ombarked on 

a Qantao Dooine 707 for ropatriation to 1u~tr~i~ on 2nd Doco~bor. 

i 
I 
I , 
~ 
1 

Deboon 5th - 7th DecoUlbor tho oquadrona' r~BOUreGe wore dire oted I 
towards pnc ki nr: Cln d winding up s quadron affaire. All Aircrllf.t had to be 

completely atripped and oleared to Iteet quaruntine requ.iroments ,8evell ae 
! • . , . : .• .' .. 1 

being brought up t o 1 00~ oorvlc86~1!ity for etor~. The t8chnic~l, oquip=ont 

and odministrotivo fl1 c;:hto workod Cl!l.ny ho.r1l' houro to ' moot on 6ll1loBI; ; impossiblo , . . 
'IIi thdrud,l schodule. Tho oocond nw.jor stop in the wi thdrnval t ook .1plnoe ..,i th 

the 8rr.iio..ia1t of m:,u; Sydnoy. A party of 18 nco. and airmen 1f~3 ombnrkod UDder 

the command of Sqn J,tir J.lt. Dunn. Tho elxteep ,~.rorart vere then rlovn aboard 

and vero stoved below decke rlxtk after havill8' , ~olr rotor blades: removed. The 

"< 



,'.' ' , 
.". 

The servicing party oolntninoU ·'the ufrqraft durine the 11 days 

voyage to IlUatralin and oorvicod and a!Jr.l)mblei ·~hell\ ready for flying off tho 

ship on arrival at Drisbane. 

The majority of tho romaindor :'& ··' thO:1u·qu.a.dron returned to Australia 

on 9th Dedelllbor. The COIMIandine; Office;::·, \tB~ ~~ P .W.~ ~Iahood, 6 officers llnd 

42 airmen embarked on Qantaa ChartElr F'U!ght 178 .: ,. 
, , ". '. 

The laet membor of tbo squadron ~o ' lollve South Vietnam, PIt Off 

J.D. Thynne left for Australio on 17th D.ecUibez in 0 HAAl!' COO accompanied 

by ~he oquadron's classified material . Th~ party which had flown to Townsvillo, 

joined up ",Hh the party whioh arrivod ' on miAS Sydney to forIIf' a ,ltAAF Contingont 

which marchod throuch tho strcoto of 'l'vonsville ~ith 4 RAIl' ~ "Wolcome llomo" 

oelebrations. Tho continllsnt then booxdGd the :s';~o; to~ the ' V~y~&O to 

Brisbane. 

Whilst tha sorvicing party aboard tho SYd~ey o-pent the' day llnd most 

of the avenine propnril16 tho airoraft for f,light on tho 19th.) wl!-i-le-the romaindor 

of the contingcat enjoyed 0 tropi cal cruise aloft~ tho eastern seaboard of 

Australia ao ths ship sailod from Tvvnsville -tb BriDbane . ' 

Early on ~unday 19th December, ,BMAS Srdney· hove to and anohored 

off Calo\Uldra Qld. Aft?p final servicing to 'pro- flight , eight airoraft were 

flown from the ship to ~rlarooc~dore o.irport. !ls soon llD tho decks were olear 
" the servicing crew brought up· the remaining ·e~ght airoraft and prepared tbom 

for flicht. The operation to move all the squa~on'D airoraft and personnel 

from lflolAS Sydney to J~aroochydoIl8 was completed. by 0830 AOurS. The aquadron'e 

16 aircraft were subsequently flown as a·si'ng,le formati.on to RAAF .. Bas8 Amberley, ~ 

the squadron's new aJl qunrters. : , ' .... 

Thue ended mhietorloally Wliq~ yh.aap.~.in RAIIF o~ratione - the return i 

to AWJtralia of a now mature , versatile, ' iu:Jil8d, 'logistical, troop oarryiD8/ ~ 

medevao a~h:o:::::::n O:.:h:f::~i:~~;r:~~~::::d F:;C:~. " ne. h~m", RAAF Do.. ,1 
Amoorley, on 20th December 1971. The D~~~c~n,t ,"A II ,whioh bad been tormed i 
to prspare for the cquodron 'o homeooming nndrD-forming at Amberley was 

disbanded and on that dato Sqn Ldr T. 'rIm-d w.no appointed Temporary .Commanding 

Officer. The following day the 8quadron~;,oto:n ~Olffi for Christmas end llew Year 

break. 

.-
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SUMMAHY OF OPr;fiA'rIonAI. r.CTIVIT:lli.~iJUJn; ,t966 - ' DECJo;1,IDEl'l 1971· 

AIRCRAF'i' - :n16q.J~·I$,"'" 

Flying HQurs -

~eaponQ Expend! ture 

LQRdingO 

l)f'lm¥~o I Casual tioR. 100u(:I8 

. , 

~ , . 

Opora.t1onal 
52,964 

223,407 

2.75 inch 

Uon Operational 
5,804 

14,319 

Total 
56,768 

237,006 

"( ,62 "" AIIllllWl1t1on ' 
, 29,205 
~5,512,361 

Paaootl4JOrn 
AeromedovaoR 
;'reisnt (lba) 

AiroraI't 

Personnel - Killed 

1U.o~lna 

InjUred 

. ' 

• , 

; "" 

\ , 

,/ , 

'1 '.:' 

, 
I ,.; 

, 
,. 

, , 

'. 

" . "'. 

" 

414,616 
4,357 

.H.;.gl-J, It.O 

,; 

7 
6 

42 

5 
Nil 

19 

• ; 
l 

. .. 

, 
j 
1 
• , 
~ 

• 



APe 

" ARnf' 

ATF 

ATOC 

BDA 

EA 

FFA 

HFr 

KIA 

KBA 

LFr 

LRRP 

LZ 

NDO 

PRU 

BAR 

RF 

RRF 

SAR 

SAS 

TAOR 

VO 

VNAF 

WllA 

VIA 

., 
, .. 

'J • • " 

~~. 'I ' . 
Armourod Porsonnol Carriers 

Army Ropubli c ~o~ Vi~tnnm 

Australian Task Forc'e 

Air Training Operations Centro 

Bomb Dru:mge Asses,sment. 

Ene~ Action . ~: 

Fire tor Fire Area 

Heavy Fire Teo.m 

Killed in Aotion 

Killed by Air -i 
Light Jnre Team 

' . . 

Long Range Reconnaissance Patrol 

Lnnd..1ng Zone , 
N1~ht" Dust-Off 

" , . 
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