AL TEDICAL SIRVIOR ACTIVITIES REPORT
(RCS 1mED-41 =)
hlith Tiedicol Brigage

CILOLOLOGY OF ACTIVATION Ail) DEPLOGIEI™ ACTIVITIES

Headquarters ond Headquarters Detaciment, hivsh iledieal Brigade, was
constituted in the Regular Army on 20 Decanher 1965" snd activated at Fort
ol llouston, Texas, on lleu Year's Day, 1966, for future service in Victnan,
The unit was organized wndor TOE 0-112E, with 2 strenpth authordzation of
20 officers and U7 enlisted nen, -

3

First Ideutenant Byron L, Evans, IS0, tas the first officer to report
%0 Lhith leadquarters at Forbs Sam llowston, and assuncd cammand on 7 Jamuary
1966, On 25 Jamary, LTC John V, Iarmett, IBC, ook camand, e vas _
stuececded by Colonel Themms P, Caito, IBC, on 7 February, In Victnan, <
Colonol (later Brigadier General) James A, iHer, e, (fig, 1) wos assigned
Director of Ilodieal Servicos, 15t Logistical Carmand, on 26 Jaﬂua.r;,r, and
designated Cormanding Officer of tho Llith, to join in country,

‘ Qrders for the April novemant of the Drdgade Ieadquarters from Fort

Sart Houston were issued on 31 Jamuary,” The unit mas to be assiphed to USARPA
umpon crbarkation, Readiness datos were sot at 1 April for equipnent and

2Ly April for porsonncl,

1; Certificato of Lineage and lionors, dated 17 Iay 1966,

2, (2) Gencral Orders Ihmber 3, lsadquarters, Fort Sam Houstou, dated 7 Jan ¢
(b) US Continental Army Comand message 031 9372, subjeet: Activation of

STRAF Undts, 30 Deeccrber 7565,

3. The wit s alerbed for oversens movenent by D\ liessage Th8809, 27 Jan 66.

i, Opcrabional Report on Lessons Learned for Quarterly Poriod onding 30 April
1966, (2GS C3CPO=28 (R1)), Ileadquarters, Lhith Hedieal Trigade, AP0 96307,
dated 17 liay 1906, '

- 1 p T - ey 5l
5, Lottor Orders 1=56, lleadquarters, Fort San liouston, 31 Junuary 1906,
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toanvhile, in Jammary and February, persomnel for the 3rigade flead-
guorbers vere reporting to Fort San Houston, Preparation for oversess Hove
rent training 1as conducted in cooperation with the 67th llediesl Group and
the LHeddeal Tra:'l.n:i.ng Center on posts rort Sam [louston Post Headquarters
provided logistical agslstance to the hhith to help ncet tho equipment reade
incas date,” Other activities at Fort San Ilouston included the preparation
of S0P%gs assaubly and paclmng of supplies, equipmont, and adninistrative
- and professional. reforonces; and arranging, transportatlon,

On 10 1Iarch, an advance party fram ‘the hlrbh Hedieal Dripade, consisting
of 8 offiecers and 10 enlisted men, arrived in Vietnam to cstablish the
Fedical Dripgnde (Provisional), vhi ecane 2 wvorldng uvnit of the lledieal

.Directorate, 1st Logistical Cormand,’ Colonel Caito camanded the advance
party enroube vhile Colonel Herbert R, Fanst, V0, Staff Veterinorian, ree
nained in Texas to cormand the main body. On 24 larch, Colonel ier assumed
cormand 81‘ the ledical Drigade (Provisional). Colonel Caito beecane Lxecutive
Officor. (fig. 2) '

The nain body of the Lhth touched dotm at Tan Son Ihubt Airport on 21
April, The liedienl Brigade (Provisional) was immediately diseontinued
thilo [leadquarters and Headquarters Dotachiient of tho hlith seb up its offices
and billets at 21/0 Teuong Quoc Dung, a group of villas in r'u.burbgj,n Saigon, (g
The Dripgade Hoadquarters, assiged to the 1st logistieal Comand,” beeane
operational on 1 My and assuned gsmand and operational control of all ist
Loristienl Comand nedieal units, .

6, See footnote L, , .
7o GConeral Order 38, 1st Lopisticol Camand,

8, Colonel Caito contimued as Ixecutive Offiecr of the Llith, and rarained
in that pesition throuchout the reporting period, _

9, Genoral Orders 2470, United States vy, Vietnan,

1C, 1¥st Lopistical Cormand, lotter of Instructions to hlith Hedical Brigade,
20 April 1966,
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Lihon the ad."anr.u, pa ty of the Lhith arrived in Vietnan in Ireh to
oot '*":-lish the ledical Drigade (Provisional). the 15t Logicticol Corpand had
ad and control of those Awy nedical units inwcountry uhica uere nch orpzaic
b divisions, separcte bripades and sindlar wiits, Two Indicnl Crou
Teacquarters (the 68%h and L3rd) werce the prinsipal subordinate nedical

.carrands Hitidn the 1st Logistieal Conricnd,

Tae Fedical Dirvectorate, 1st Logistical 2l Co:n.r'd_., s staffed to develop
coordinate, and supervise nedical plang and opura.tw ons, nedical .;upnly and
nainsoniiec J_)OJ_LL.J.CU , redical statistics and racords, professi onal neddi ca.l.

and. dontal actlvitics, preventive nedicine, and nedical ogulating ceblvitics,
Tha ledicel Bripgade (Provisi onal) served as a vehicle of transitdon in

trosorerring the direct corriand and conbr o"l of modical support unlis Trun

the Tl mgn_ stieal Cormaand +o the Liyth Srigade, Y golonel 'Her continued

5o Adpesh hig ssall in the Loristienl Coxmand’s lledical Dircetorate thvilte

alao gorviy ng as Drin a.cle Gormaander. Sce Chart 1 for the Staff Orpanization
of “he liedizal Dripede (Provicional),

The Tission of Jeadquarters, Modiead Drigade (Provisional) twas Lo
9Provide nmodical serviee to le United Statos Arry Vietnam (USARV) throvgh
comzand and control of operating units of the i t Logistical Corriand (15t
Tog Camd) nedleal service systens developing, {sic) refine and irplanient
Gpc“&'clo*l reinforee the nedical serviece of the Aviy d.w*‘.u:l.om, soparake
brigades and othcer units Inwn:],r? organic nedilcal STPPOr J, as regquiraed: provide
staf? ond technical supervision over reiigious ach ivitics of assigned and
abtoched vnits; and perforn the overall nodical service support operabions
thich inginde pabicnt cwmeuabion, carc and treatnents nedieal sepply and
TR OnAnCes 'mcl the dental, veberinary, provenbive n wedieine ond labioxatory
servicas,®’

11, 'I“L, lhith 1ac ‘usigncd 4o 13h Logistical Cormmnd fron the Bime of 1its
aryiveld throuxhout the rech of tho yoal, :

f,_cr.*:;rm-tm*ﬂ Turber 10-1, Hecdquarbers, lsdicel Drigade (P"o*n."w onall,
1 Anwil 1966, )
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The Drirade Cormander was to "Direct the nedieal gexvice of bhe 1st

Tosy Gond and as the Hed Dir, 1ot Log Cand is responsible te the GG, 1st 13
Ic: Gond for the sceorplishmeont of the overall nedical serviee nicsion.®

During the time that the Provisicnold Drigode s functioning, sane of
2 personnel of tho Logistical Corrand®s Hedical Diroctorate wmre transierred
¢ the Drigade lleadquarters; others wore transferred eliscuvhere; and sone
roinbted, so that vhen the Wiith becane operational, the only persomol left
in the liedleal Directprate, besides the Direcbor, tris a FASCO Staff ledical
Section (TOE 8-112),: g consiscting of tiro plans officers, a supply and
neintonanee officery © a chief nedlenl IICC, a typist and driver,

+

Toe lMedicol Diroctorate wes physleally locabed at Neadquorters, st
Logistical Coimmd throughout the period, but on 1 October, all fonctions
of the section were absorbed by staff scetlons abt the khith, and the office
2% e Topgistical leadquarters tas retained for liaisen purposes only, -
The swpply officer contimuied vorldng in Dripgade S«lt, the assishmnt plans officer’
beeone S=3 of the 43rd liedical Group, while the plans oi’f:i.c;c:::';,g * the lledical
W3G, the typlst and deiver romained at the Logistleal Cormand for liaison,.

Afber the hbth Medical Dripads boagane operational on 1 liny, the mission
r'rzsaw.im':c.l.1 6ssozltiu:|_'l.y the sone as it had boen for the lMedieol Drigade (Provie
sienal).'” A more detailed acecount of the ndssion statod that the Cormanding
Gfficer, Lith Liedieal Brigade, in cupport of USARV eloments, uoulds

"a, Provids area niedleal support to wmits withoubt an assigned
crganic medicenl support capability, ‘

b, Frovide dental serviee on an area basis.
g, Provide a systen of hospitalization and cvacuatione

d, Supervise professcional medical sexrvices of svbordinabe units.

13, Seo footnote 12,
1. See B|i 016 of June 1985,

0 Dvrin Zivor, 1SC, uho moved his oflice 'to the Trigade Headouwmrtors,

il L]

Ph, LRC Robert B, lUatidns, IS0,
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6. Tweroise custody of nedieal reecords and render reports on

£, Collect, evaluabe, interpret, and consolidate required medicat.
sihiatienl doba from assimned or adtached units ond submii to this head=

I3 LRI
quorters, o5 regulred,

7, Frovide technical inspoction and maintenance sunport of nedicol
ecaipment and supplicss ’

he Provide nediesl supply for US Forces and for desimated
Froe Uorld iilitary Assistance Forces as dirceted by bhis headquarters,

i Provids voberinary focd ingpeetion and onimal veherinary scrrlcs.

je Provide preveniive naintenance SUPPOrbe

I, Provrids nedieal laboratory support.

1, Provide nsdical equipnent nainbenance and repadr facilitics,
1. Supervise the nedical equipment gtatus reporting Systoll

Frovide for nedisal rogulation of paticnbs intra-oay o &5
diveeted by this headouariters,
0., Provide for the sceurity of porsomcl, equipnent, foeilitics and
billets of clopgnts of the 1st Logistical Cormand. assigned or athached Lo
tods cormand,
e Tripade Gommander rebained his other role 53 Hediood Direetor,
tho Drigede continued o

£
15y Logisbicol Cormand, The staff organization of
Puration along simdlaor lines, though ith expanded sebivities and respons |
hilizics, {(Sce Chart 2)

12, Soce footnote 10,
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soloncl James A, iHer, 1IC, became USARV Surgeon on 10 June 1966,
0n 13 June a Change of Cormend Cersnony 1as held ithin the lyth Drigads
gorpound arca vhere Colonel Vier turned over the brigade flag vo Hajor
Ceneral G, U, Eifler, Comanding OGeneral, 1st Logistical Cormand, vho
i1 urn prosonted the flag to Colomcl Ray L, iHller, G (fig. ﬂ)

Colo: elQB:Uler es Drigade Camander throughoub-the rest. of the report
perdod.
injor Stuart A, Charblin Jr.s 1C, served as Deputy Camuander of the

Provisional Drirade durdng the tine of its existence, le robated to COITUS
in early iy and tho positdon remained vacont wntdl 6 June, vhen Lioutenant
Golonol Lewis A, VanOsdel, 11C, beeane Deputy. After he robated om 12 Septene
bor, the position wns vacant during the rest of the peport periode

DRIGADE TNTTS - STRHIGTH

There uere 50 medical units In the 13t Logistical Cormand vhen the year
bogn, ond 65 undar the Wlith Hedieal Brigade when it beeano cperational on.
1 Iy, Dofore the year ended the Lhth licdieal Brigade hod camiand and cone
trol of 121 wnits. (See Table 1 for a list of all the undts, their arrivel
and cperasional dabes, and genoral loeations,)

The Veterinary, Dental, Prevantive lisdicine, liadieal Depot, and ILabor—
atory units, as well as the ledieal Group hendquarters tmre organized dlreetly
. tmder the Brigade Headquarters (Sce Chart 3), vhile the rest of the units eame

nnder the furthor contrel of the ledisal Groups by geogrephilc area {See Charts
L, 5, and 6). See Map 1 for the general locations in South Vietnom of the i
najor nedical cormand and control groups,

. . 5 .
o, shrongth of all Llith ledieal Drigede wnits vent fram 3,107 ! n g
to 7,030°° on 31 Decerber, Soc Table 2 for a brealdomm of strength fipures
at the end of the year,

2¢, lewslotber, hlith Medical Drigade, Auguss 1966,

21, Dased on Comand Uealth Reporbss
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CRCANIZATION CHART - 43D MEDICAL GROUP
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liclicopter Support in Tictnml,=-Tho nedical air srbulance hedlcophbers 11
Tietnon supported cazbab opcrations and gave general ared support for all forces
ipecountyy, The secondary rmission included delivery of energenty tthole bloed
snd medical supplies as well as air 14 fhing koy nedical persomnel, (LoCuy
surgical teans, cta. . :

Coribat operations wers supported by placing onec or nore air arbulmces
and pground ambulonce support in direct gupport of tho corbatb troops. The
atreraft picked up vounded soldicrs, not at an ald station, but at the spob
theyr were hite On an avorage a younded non was In a hospital or being troated
by a surgical team at o clearing station uithin thirty ninmutes, AlL cabat
wounded were cvacuated by adr at least once before being adr cvacuabed oub of
sountry, (Sco charis 7, 8, ond 9.)

Thus, in Vietnan, medieal nobility no longer lay iith the modical troabe
rent facility, but vith the tronsporting units, Tidg helped bring about tho
establishnent of more or less Pixod nodical facllitics throughout tho counbry,
eEnd enablcc)l thent 4o install bebter equipnent and offer botter carc to tha paticenta,

Sece Lap 2

The cxbent of the air anbulance ecapability in Vietnon in 1966 s L9
nedieal holisopters, They ucre formed into tuo compantes. One TOL lodleal
Company (Adr Arbulmee), the 198th, had four heliccptor ‘arbulance plotoons
under 1%, Tho second alr crbulance COIpANyY 1as headed by the L36ta ledleal
Dotachnent as corpany headquarters with four Hedieal Detachnents (Helicapter
Ariwlance) operating under it, The 190th hed responsibility for air arbulance
gupport of CTZ II larth and South, and the 1,3Gth had respongibility of supe~
porting CT2 IIT and IV, (Sce liap 3) '

Thaso h9 air ambvlances in JemuaAry 1966 were cvacuating aboub 2500
pationts a nonth bub 1ith tho increased buildap of cambat strength throughoub
1966 the cone 49 helicopters vere cvaocuating over 7C00 patients 2 nonth befcre
the end of the yoor.

The Viet=Cong &id not respect the Red Cross and the aix anbulance holiccpe
ters were fired on and hit alnost daily, lbny of the alrercus of the air
armbulanes hellcopters are as decorabed as any carbatb helicopter creu in Viotnan,
These alreraft vere not armed mith machine guns, bub only had the individual
Teapons suthorlzed nedical persomncl, The trcapons ters for pabients protectlion
only and thc creus uere not to fire vnloso fired upche

Tn Septerber the ade arialance wiits raceived the st tnecountxy
shiprient of policopber roscuc noists, These holsio tere used G0 exirach
tienss fron inaccessible areas hore helicopbers obn not land, such as

i

L
o toods or Jungle, nountain sides, wmber or o1l river honts.
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