
" ,. 
..,"' . 

, 

f:\.E OlE :.' A .'-
Com!l'.r.!lcU.nfl Officer: thj or Robert R. Clo~[e 
Plv.toon SGrgoC!.nt: SFC Thomas L. Ross, Jr. 

Air Ambul~ncc Platoon 
326th Hedicn.l Battalion 
10lst Airborno Divisj.on 

Poor 01e1. Brian. When he fir.elly came 
c.ra;?'Gino Jato the office after the 
tra:;.i'i.n3 sesdon, he looked Iilce he had 
gone t:oTough the mil:!.. But in truth, 
:18 had gone through a EucD.lyptus tree. 

Now, that's e,asy to ex~plail1. He was 
1.)12.yii12 ;Jat:i.p.nt, YO'l see, riding the 
fore st :)('nG.'~:?:'D:t.or fr'o:r.. ~he grolll1d to the 
h~licov:~.8r (h.l.~.:i~!~ B. t:caining session. 
He were tr-a:i.n.:.ng sorra:'! new /1,1.:tys tIJ pull 

The idea behj.nd sticl, ti1U8 for crew 
chiefs is to c.llow thom to tu'm ovor 
flight of an e.ircr2,ft i.n the event the 
pilots are injlU'Gd and unable to fly. 
This also stimuJatcs interest in the 
tra:i.nins program a.nd givGS tho crew 
chief a li ttl8 bdtcr unders-c8.nd!.i1g of 
how his helicopter i\mctions. 

AND lIOISTTRUiUi'IG JS VERY VI'fAL TI-!-
deed. The terra.i.n i.n the 101st Abn Div 

0:(' o~era';~G, a hoist.. And since they Area of Opere.tions is, for a great part, 
vll..:;:;'''8 nc...r, th8~T (~id mt:;.).,C £1. fevl n:i.s-cakes, thick jlUlgle, And triple c;:,~no;"y j1)n·~ 

h ' . 'B' " 11 t' e tr oe 1 h t f 100-200"' c ...... w as U.l'.'9.gg).I"g x':.u.'.!1 "CllI"Oll.g 11 '. g_.O VI cr-c roes grow rom .icc!"! ... 
:: nstea.d of t.he ope.!! ,:;T.lD.c(', and bang:i_ng high doni t mo)~o :i.dr.:al 1,9.nc1.ing ZanGR. 

:.·~:j.·.s shculc1e:c on th~~ helieopter skids Thus, the nE":ed for tho hoist .. 
:1'~st as he m,!l!.ng l1..:.1dernea-c,h the shipa During h<?ist tre.ining, everyone, 
~;':'me cJays are li!re that, you IGiow. medics and crew chiefs al?.1;::c, got tc 

SO GO THE TR.A.Ii!I~TG SESSIOr·~S, ArID THE lco.rn to opor2.te the hoist.. Both nZ 
"'ellot{s do ma':e a fet{ mistalces beforo them stand out on the skids aIJ.d guide 
tbey lr-:ari1 the proccc1ur0s we] 1. But as the pE'netra tor 0.0l.,.rrl to the ground, tb.0n 
in 1'.11 trainj_ng, that is ;lha t pract5.ce up again. 
::'s for--to m8!.':e the mista::es i·!he.n they TI-IE PJLors GET. PRACTICE HOVEIlll·IG, X0H 
don't cn(langer anyon€). they hav8 to '.ceep the ship as still ns 

The t:ra:;.n5.ng sessions, for both pj-- possible. Vunytimcs on actual miSdU'3 

).c:>ts e_n~ creu members, started in earn- the h81iconter j.s in a small opening 11'. 
est e.r)Ol.lt thG mj.c·"'/1.J.8 of Janual"""'J j and the canopy anc~ th~\ rotor bl::tdes ... Q:r8 

pT.·ogrGsses ac:corc1~.ng to the e.vai.libility Clipping lcEJ.vOS frOir~ the trees. ~BC~;g 
of air c::,aft anc1. i:"lco~")le. These varia.bles tho ship aD still o.f3 possible is 8. ncc­
~'oly, of conrse, on ooth tho ;leather and cosstty in su.ch a situation. 
June t:..: r;t~.'Je.l si t~::.8.t.i~O~1. WO JoP..!l Shu."ley, thE: Aviation sufety 

TH..;\I!{[NG L3 DJ;rIOf:D INTO TITIlEE jl'\8IC officer, is in cho.r~e of the tr:?.ining 
f2.ce.ts-~#ho00. t:i.::::JP' :'or [1.viators, stick progre.m, and hclpir.,.g him train ths .Cl"")"·;r 

tj.iue for ths crew,. c~1iGfsj ano.>tre.ining chiefs and mGdics 011 the hoist arc S}~5 
',,;1e fuJ.!. creu fer hoiost opera_tions, Richard Oberg and SP5 Tom Rolls. 
tGs.chine, C,'OIY cre"l m8mber to operate ,'------.-----------------! 
D. ho:i.5"C 1 •• r.i tl1 forest pen9tra tor and a I 
,stokr:--s J.~.tter ub.:i_le maj.ntCLil1:L~g the lJi- . Finr:.J.ly, due to ·the grace of God e.nd 

I 
lott s r·roficisncy in hovering. itho US 1)ost2.1 sy.st'"'m, our unit p2.tch~3 

Iloo~l time is flig~t time fly:i.ng com ... !D.Tl"iVcdJ;. And it '·m.s c.bout time. VJhc. .... t 
pletoly by j.l1r3·l:.r1..1.mCl1te, s5.Iilulatil1@.. bad we got was 170 brightly coloreel :."atchos 
i-rr:-a ther 01" i.":.:i_Sly0t:Lme conc"\:i. tj.ons. The for WGar 011 the. right shirt pocket. 
·"-,.lC1t, G vj.ot{ is obstructed by material TilOy'rc drcule.r, ;lith a red c:;:·oss 
: •. l:tacecl ovor the winsh:i.elf so he can 2.gainst 2. "lhi tc biJ.c~:ground, bounded by 
:·"l:r only on his j.nstru~l('nt panel. Dur- u IllD.rOOl1 ring, und on the Duct:: of t.h: 
j.n;; ni.ght school, 50 hours of hood cross is u g:rcon, mcdCVLlC helicopt.er. I 
time is required, !'.nd USAl'V snggests 3 The ;lords Air hab Plt uro on tor oft,h~ I' 
,'ours hood t,i.me per month per pilot. p""tch r.nd 326th Hod Bn is on the oot:;;",··. 
Of com.'s'3, ,.= zones arc not tho best 
places for tr·aining·. 



Than!, God Fe bruary only ha s tWGi1ty­
eight days. W", couldn't havG taken a 
31 UFlY month. We started off with 8_n 
C:':,:'mi~9_tion Day party, and em1.ed U]) 

"~i ~~1 a c0-J. G bra tion for the dGparting 
~·!tittaJ.ion Com;"tl2.nder, LTC Eernhard T. 
Hi.tter.l~"'\Y8r. Ay:d there coul d hDVC b08U 
a lot of inr'Yovrment with what "I(mt on 
~_n bGtwecl1. 

O,u' fo,-'1' "Hots who were flying TDY 
"~_i-,'.' the 45th Hed Co (AA) and attached 
'lni l..s ar~~·ivGd t~le 5th with t~IIGS about 
thr.rc ac-[.;wlly beine 11 "sun" down 
i;outh. Shiverii1i', clad in Irv shht, we 
i-;:;:ld it hare! to be True Believers of 
the .. se t--:!lcs, for .Ie wc::re suffering the 
fi::st really cold cold spell of the 
"'.N-:i:--.tCT. 

Some wise guys were vlCar:tnf?, their 
Yc-v shirts bo.c::h!ards. But with the 
c . .)llc~'s turned down, they did look 
much l~_lce turt10nec~;: sweaters. Sort 
of nice. 

Valent' ne '5 Day arrived on time even 
J.1 tho careIS d.! (In "t. Otu: ty;cical )lOny 
e:r.;)ress mail servico was late with most 
ey( the cards • 

.l fe;1 of our Deoyolo ;/ere sl"-"1rt and 
u':;rcn t t arolmcl fa; l."!art of the month, 
H'w Cpt Flo bGrt D. .~.9.wycr, who WlS in 
Iie.I/6.ii on R&H over Tot, hoping to miss 
out 011 SOI!18 of t~.1G fun here, no doubt. 
But no thin~ happened. It was so quiet, 
he couJ.cl'vc waited an extr£l. o.o.:r here 
becLcu8cl,t.,s. Saw-jcr, hold up by tad 
"w~_thor in the Sktss, showed up a dc.y 
l.:d~€ • 

SP4 Br5.aa .Fox SpCi1t a ;Icok in Aus­
·~rD.lia and nlo.nagr:d to miss thc;:hld "JCC~ 
t~.lcr spell altClgetli.'Or, and Sgt. David 
FL"5.tt spent a wook in Sinr,o.r.orc. Of 
(: 'x:!.):' se, he had plnnned on going to Tni­
J,ci. Gre",t, huh? 

This month W2 lost five peol1le and 
g8.illCd five. Losses were: 
CPT Chc,rlor: :1. Lewis, to Germany 
CH2 Loren p. .'3koric, to Ft Ruckor 
WOl C;1arlCls Dill, to 2 Sqrln, 17th Cc.v 
SF5 ELchacl Otlt'l>'.ter, to 2/50lst Inf 
PFC Richard Rlmicn, to C Co, 3?6th l1:Jd 

Joining un Y~r8: 

CPT Vlillium E-mi th, in minterumco 
HOI Robert B. Black, n pilot 
WOl Ed.'1lond J. Nueller, n pilot 
SSG Kdt~ Forrcskr, section scrgennt 
SP5 Fritz C. ;C>orrijn, c. medic 

And finally, thO.;lks to S;.<'C Ross, we 
no", have two horns in th0 area instead 
of the) previous cao, so our first e,nd 
second up Cl~C1vS don I t have to strain 
their OD.r:3 ,'30 hard to hc,;:,U' their cc..ll 
anyraorc. 

~----------....... ---.. -,---.~ -, , , 
! 

FATlliUTS EVACUi.Tl:D: 

US 437 
VN Civ 77 
l-ED CAP 19 
ARVlJ 22 
FOH/SU.'3P 10 
CANnrij ---2 

TOTAL 565 

DilY/NIGIiT FAT EilTS :' 

DAy 485 
HIGHT _fill 

TOTAL 565 

lITSSIONS: 

DAY 441 
!lIGHT _q], 

TCTAL 504 

H:mICAL RSSUFFLY TOTAL WS. 

HOIST UTILIZATIOn: 

i-lISSIOHS 44 
FATIE:lJTS 66 
HOUES 35 

FLIGHT T n-iE : 

DAY 294 
nIGHT 34 
HOIST -U 

TOTAL 328 

AvnTOR FLIGHT THl:: 

AVG NO AVIATmS F3i,T FCR DUTY 18 
HIGH 43 
LO~I 5 
AVG 17 

AGFT AV;.ILABILITY % 83% 
'----

: ¥ .1' ~ 

-~--.---.. ------------------.------.-.-. ---.--
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A FEH HORDS FROH DUSTOFF 96 j 
The Plc.toon t s activ.ities ha.ve sprea~ 

even furether from heme baso this month 
with Lt Evan's section taking a salvaged 
hooch at Camp Evans and turning it into 
a castle of ,I'lrmth and homi.ness fl1>f3.y 
from "hoID8". Tile crews have decided the 
C.:L';1p E-.rans st<tndby is not so cnd after 
all, and llJ.·e willi.ng to pull permuncnt 
sta.ndby. FSB Los BailoS at the southern 
end of the AO is running a close second, 
trying to induc0 '';:.'o day standby cre,ls 
with good ohml, their O,ID bunker, pre­
built aircraft revetmcnt~ and Col Dyke1s 
"Ho Smck" hospitality. Accordi.ng to 
these crews the view ,,-ndsunshinc are 
second only to Ho.vrr:ii. Funny the sc.me 
Illli1 can r t shi.ne on Camp Eo.g]_e. 

The fringa boncfi ts of nnrgin!ll wcu­
ther fly.ing une1 insncurc heists ure now 
being endmed by thl:'eo new AC IS: Cpt 
Jim Do.nby, Dustoff' 903; lLT George Nin­
er, Dustoff 905, and HO John Blessing, 
Dustoff 9)9 or "TriDlc Niner." 

Constructi.on of 'the E}y'NCO club he,s 
quic!~re'nQd to 0. sno.il's pace and the Of­
ficGrls Lounge is r"-pidly catching up. 
Both o.ro wolcom"uddi tions to thG area. 

To top off a bury month, lv-at Satur­
day the Plc-teon hold un o.words ceremony 
with LTC l11 tt.cmeyor presGnhng thirty­
one awurds to ninetcon individt'D.ls. 

e _______ • 

If perfect tiIning gets you unywl:Ere, 
lLT Kerry Little is destined to go e. 
long way. Hhy? !lere I s what happened: 

One--.i.t is very bnr~. to COnllCCt vith 
v. phone call from Vietm,mto the United 
StatGt:. 

THo..-DOWN SOUTH O;.r TDY, LT LITTlE 
decided to cell his 1-,:Lfe, C[1.rm0i1, end 
find out how she ~JCS getting nlong, 
bdng fully into her ninth month. 

Threc.--'Ihen he mado the connection, 
he caunht CECrlDcn on thn ,mv to the hos-b • 

pi t-:..l. Bbcc.UflO Ce.Tmcn is o.-studc!lt nurse 
it didn't dawn on h.i.m n t fir st tho. t she 
was going for 0. personal reason, und 
not to talco CD.re of another pD.ticnt. 
But sho lJU'.cCe it clear soon enough. 

FOi.fR..-AFTER lIANG UJG UP, CLRi'f~':N WE,'IT 
to tho ho.sDi t.::l nne! del:lvcrGd 8. bey, 6 
Ib, (3 OZ, .. llIlmod lIark Thornton, on the 
30th of Janmry. Tall, 2_bot'.t perfect 
timine. 

* * * 
Congra.tulati.ons a.re in order foI' 5 

people this month who curned promotions 
from SP4 to SP5: 

Gregory A. Brown 
Ekl.rth T. Cutler 
J~mes R. Johnson 
Roy H. )/nybclTY 
Kenneth D. Rumsey 

.' .. 

,-, ..... ---.~---.. -.~".-----.. ---.------------rr------~-----.--------.... ___ . __ . __ ~,_ .... , __ .. __ , __ . 



- , . ,. , . " A HERO STORY 

This iD not a technicolor lm.r, with 
John Wayne leading the infantry on to 
greater glory. It is a tv war, with 
:runtley and Brj.nkley describhlg Bvery 
FUllCh. 

Both men and /,lachines arc involv8d, 
and no mon or machine is more ,imlJortant 
th1'.n DustoH crews and hc]'icoptcrs who 
arc on ce.ll 24 hO·'.T s a clay to save the 
JJ.v(".fj of the w01..1JlcJ.ed. . 

To h81p those of you who ho.vB never 
be('n to a ,13r, or thos0 who ho.ve never 
even befjl inv:i. ted to one, under stand 
w;-li.~ t this war 5.s like, we bring you the 
follo,dng tr12~-to-lifo account of a typ­
icnl Du,stoff mission: 

lilly crew and I, which consisted of 
Cpt Turn'p and 111:'. SkabiB and my medic, 
~ • .L G 'b . "'3 v ,OOQ ody, a!l(~ myself, 1,18 tock off 
with our usual cloud of dust and a Hi­
Ho Silver (our heliport is stiH in b:d 
need of )lent.: prime, you see) on our 
1-l<lY to Iln urg~nt hoist mission, Hhich 
'WUs ·insecure. 

Th8 mission wo.s just called in a fe;, 
minutes prior, and the ground un:i.t had 
tl.JO men w:i.th m1.Ll.table ,/Ounda, both in 
bad conch ti.on, so ,10 knew we had to get 
thE're in Il hurry. That's our job. In 
a fml minut·os, we arl'ivcd to wi thin 
seeing dist..,ncc of th~ site, ano. stayed 
ba de wa tohing the gunships pepl)er the 
area. It \vt'..s u thiclc jungle. 

We decided to call the ground Ullj,t 
and ask where they were. HI'. Skr.bie 
!Indo the c2.11. IIHello. Hey, how's it 
going down thDre? In this BrokenS!.:il­
lot I'm t..".L1d.ng to?, Good. Say, I bot 
you CD.l! seE) Doe, but '·10 cun I t seo you-­
yos, you can? Good. We thought that ;/0 

might t,'(O out YO'.'T wotmdod ~_f you'd 
E'.:e to h.-we them ovac I~., c.nd 1,10 woro 
wonderinG Wl1ic,h way you.1d recommend we 
come in, and. just exnctly where nrC' 
you, o.nyuo.y? Como in from the South? 
D!my. Bo there in !'- j iff. " Gee, that 
]'!r. Skobie iD All Ri[!ht on the r"dio. 

So when we 1·;c·nt in Sgt Goodbody and 
I utood out 011 thc skids so ,10 could 
seo how clos(. we ef m'e to the trees, Ilnd 
scare the pilots a little, you knoH. 
FinallJ', we c~.mc to c. halt. Thero 1,10 

were, 200 fBot abovn tho jun~le floor, 
hl.Lfforing. Bey, did we huffer. We 
tried to think hc.rc1 of our jobs. 

(Continued on next page) 

BROIJZ.8 STAR WITH "V" 
SP5 Roger H. Goodwin 

Am H3I1-II.L 
I 15th OLC--SP5 David L. Woods 

12, 14-15th OLC--SF5 Roger W. Geodlan 
4, 5, 7-14th OIC--CP'f Cho.r],es E. Lewis 
BAH .. -IL'l' Thomas H. ~lcCrary 

I 
I 

BAH .. -ILT GeorGe L. Hiner 
BAl'l--lLT Gerald H. Torba 
BAl-l--liOl Richc.rc~ W. Obrocht 
llAH .. -HOl John Ii. Shi.rlcy, Jr. 
BA/<>--WOl Goorge U. Stapp 
BAM,.-S P5 Barth T. Cutler 
BAH .. -SP5 Stephen B. Fro.ncis 
BAa .. '-SP5 Jrunes R. Johnson 
DAl1--SP5 DOlliol G. Pugh 
DAl'>--SP 5 L.~rry E. w~ gonor 
BIlI<!-PFC Josc:Jh H. Ca!l1pbell 

ARNY C01lt·1EHmTION Hi:DAL; 1ST OLC 
SFC Thomas L. Ross, Jr. 

.m;·JY COi~iENDATIC:N HE:Il\;L 
HAJ Ro bcl't R. Cloko 
CfT JV.ffiCS C. Demby 
CFT Charl,:;s H. lmris 
CFT ott!.G G. Turner 
HOl Hicl1acl L. HC:ConnG. 
VIOl l·'b,x E. Tuc1.ccr 
SP5 Stonhen B. Francis 
BP5 Rog~r H. Goodln.n 
SP5 luchacl l'. Hclene 
SP5 l,uchnoJ. J. Outwo.tcr 
SP5 Amador G. Sanchez 
SP5 Edward T. Selandor 
BP5 David L. Woods 
SP4 Anthony T. Burdo 
SP4 Ri.ehard G. Runion 
SP4 H:.rio Ie. Salvutora 
SP4 Anthony R. Thompson 

C 01iBi< TIlED ICAL BADGi!: 
l-iil.J Robort R. Cloke 
CPT J~~QS C. Danby 
CPT Ch~rlos H. le,ris 
CPT Robert D. Sawyer 
lLT otis D. Evans 
lLT Kerry L. Little 
lLT Thoillll s H. NcCrory 
lLT George L. Jancr 
lLT Gerald H. Torm 
SP5 Roy H. H~yborry 
PFC Stoven E. !~nold 
FFC Joseph H. CG.mpbell 
PFC James A. lhrgro 

. '. 
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Tb 1llIderstand t~:is story, first 
"" "off ,we must tell you that we have 

a mascot far the Air Ambulance Pla­
toon. A clog, named Dusty (ror Dust­
off--see the connection?). 

Dusty has been w:i.th us about 
tffi:ee months now, which is as long 
as nhcls been on this ~arth, so we 
lcr:ow a s much a bout her as anyone 
is l:i.koly to know about their dog. 

mAY, ONe OF TEE rHTER1!:STING IT­
emG ',:3 've ~iscoverC'd abeut Dusty is 
h(;): ~le.ssion for fJhr:i.Dtp. Dehydrated 
L!'l':;.r,\p, which is the only ki.nd avai.l­
~bl\"') here. 

There was a contest last ~/Ock 

to soe just how m!:'.l1y shrimp Dusty 
cotu.(l cat, ru1(~ on IJUccessivG do.ys;. 
in nvc minute time perl.ods, Dusty 
gdpoG 56, then £"1, thcm 86 shriillp. 

Some of the mGnner type people 
~-lC 1.k,,\vs herG con.1d.l1't see the sbril'l'D 
bdng "wasted" feeding~, dog, and 
they ,!anted to feed it to her bo­
fore the shrinp we,s soal:ed in wa-

"ter, then to give her 11 drink----a 
biG one. 

THF.Y HAD V IS IONS OF A ROUNIj l1U_ 
loon-l:i.~(e dog, with flippers fer fu::t, 
floating away tOWlrds the DllZ. But 
of com:'so, we dl.dn't let that hnp­
pen to Dus-QJ. 

NormaEy, you I d tM.n.l{ that a dog 
",ould be draid of helicopters, with 
all th" noise and cort'1lotion that 
th~'y kic!: up every time th0Y leave 
or lanc~. But that's not the 1'0'-'0-

tic'n of DU8~.i, Who runs cut to greet 
the ohips and their crews, playful­
ly b~rki!lg. On ecce-sian, Dusty has 
been Imo,m evcn to hi~ch a ride b 
the choppers, but the. t t S been s'top­
ped. We havo no herness for her to 
HOQr, and we've gro,m too 6. tto.chcd 
to Dusty to ha va her sucl.c,enly be­
come airborne during a rj.r,11t bank 
and n cyclic cUmbo 

~nl:i.lc 1-IG do beliove in deing 
your, thing, that's going a little 
too f,or. 

- EAGiii"DUSTOFF-~ 
is a monthly publication of 
tho Air Ambulance Platoon, 
)26th Medical Batt~lion. 
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SP4 Kc.rl T. Hhit8 
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SP4 Bri~n R. F03x 

[--,;:; STmy O"mUOD I 
He lot the' oos'cct:. :dc,rl1, n:::d .t;ic.':y~· 

loaded':it u:" '~"!ld ,10 r;t,'rtod .<1.l.~o.1-rl"c, it' 
b v', ',.1.1 t···· :1;"'" -;; ..... e.c ... :tJ.'l tn . .... D. ~::.(' .:0 ;::;.1,., •..• Abo\lt hoJ.r. wc.Ji 
up, wc noticed the p'-'tient bogo..l1 to 
wave hj.s arms and point to his leg'. So 
we wevod back. Friendly fellow. And 
then we got hill! inside tho aircr~,ft, 
c.nd found cut he wasboing shot a. to And 
thnt mca.nt we woro b~ing allot at, too. 
So He COnC(\lltr~, ted very hnrd: on our 
jobs, 

And then wo hightD.iled it out of 
there, 

But thcy shot at us on the way out, 
too, a.l1d c. bullet. llc:o.rly hit me. But 
it didn 1 t, so I just kept thin.1{ing a bout 
doing my job. 

Thn tIs abont it, except I w:'.nt to 
a.dd a bit a. bou.t ll1)' crOH "ho all Hore 
ca.lm and cool c.ne; collected while We 
Horo limping our HotUldod sM.p rock homC'. 

Ir.ybo thj.s story '-'in I t pretty, but 
th .. ".t I s tho Hay it was. II 


