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Poor old Brian, When he fimally came
dragging dnto the office after the
training session, he locked like he had
gone through the mili.,  Bub in truth,
he had gone through a Eucalyptus tree,

How, that's easy to explain, He was
natient, yon see, riding the
forest penetrator from the groundto the
halicepter duztine 2 ‘vaining ession,
tle were L; ining some new guys to Hull
or onerate, a hoist, And since they
were new, they ¢id melke a few mistakes,
cuchasg draggirg Brien throuvgh the tree
instend of the open hpacc, and banging
ivis shewlder on  the helicopter sikids
j“st as he gwung uwaderneath the ship.
Some days ars like that, you know.

S0 GO THE TRAIIITNG SESSIONS, AND THE
v¢llows do ma'ze a few mistales before
they learn the procedures well, But as
in all training, that is what practice
is for--to meke the mistales when they
don't endanger angyone.

'~ The training sessions, for both pi~
lots and crew members, started in earn~
gst about the middle of January, and
progresaes according to the evailibility
ofaircraft and vecple., These vsriables
wely, of course, on.uoth the weather and
vhe tootical sltuatloa.

TRAINING IS DITIDED THTC TIREE BASIC
facets---hooé time for aviators, stick
time for the crew _cihiefs, and training
the full crew for hoiegt operations,
teaching overy crew member to operate
2 hoist with forcst penetrator and a
Stokrs litter while maintaining the pi-
lot's rroficilency in hovering

Hocd timeis £1ight time 11y1n' C Tt
pletaly by instruments, simulating bad
weather or nighttime conditicns,  The
»i)otls view is obstructed by material
olaced over the winghielf sc he can
r2ly only on his instrument panel.Dwr-
ing f£iight school, 50 hours of hood
time is required, end USACV suggests 3
houra hoed time per month per pilot.
Of coursz, war gones arc not the best
nlaces for training,

Vitrdi3g

The idea behind stick tines for crow
chicfs is tc ollow them to take over
flight of an eircraft in ths avent the
pilots are injured and unable tc fly,
This algo stimwlates interest in the
training prégram and  gives the crew
chief a 1little bettcr understanding of
how his heliconter functions,

AND HOIST TRAINING IS VERY VITAL Iil-
deed. The terrain jn the 10lst Abn Div
Arca of Operations is, for a great nart,
thick jungle, And triple concry Jun
glo whore trees grow from 100-200 oo
high  don't male idual landing szones.
Thus, the need for the hoist.

During hoist treining, everycnc,
medics and crew chisis aljﬁv, get to
loarn to operate the heist., Poth ol
them stand out on the skids and guide

the penetrator down tothe ground, then
up again.

PILOTS GET PRACTICE HOVERING, IR
they havs to !zeep the ship as Stlll as
possible, Minytimes on actual missicrz
the helicopteris ina small opening in
the cenopy and the rotor blades ave
clipping lecsves from the trees, Xecplng
the ship as gH1l a8 possible is 2 nocc-
cessity in such a situation,

WO John Shirley, the Aviation safcty
officer, ig in charge of the training
program, and helping him trein the co
chiofs and medics on the hoigt arc SY5
Richard Obcrg and SP5 Tom Rolls.

" Finally, due to "the graceof‘God and
the US postal systom, our unit patchcs
arrived, £&nd it was cbout time., What
we got was 170 brigntly colored »atches
for wear on the right shirt pocket.

Thoy're c:rculLL, vith a red cross
against o whilte background, bounded by
a maroon ring, and on the Sacc of tie
sross 1g o groon, medevac helicopter,
The words Air Amb PLlt arc on top ofthe
patch and 326th Med Bn is on the Botunm
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Thank God February only has twealy-~
cight days. Wo couldn't have taken a
31 day month. We started off with an
Coranization Day party, and ended up
Wi a celebration for the departing
fattalion Coussander, LTC Bernhawd T.
Mittemeyer . And there could hove been
a lot of im-rovement with what went on
in batween,

Our four pilots who were flying TDY
il the 45th Hed Co (#4) end attached
anits arrived the 5th with tales about
there actuslly being a "sun' down
,onth Shivering, clad in Irv shirt, we

rond it hard  to be True Believers of
hose tales, for we were suffering the
first really cold cold spell of the
winter,

Some wise guys wore wearing thoir
fov  ghirts backwards., But with the
collors turned down, they did  loock
nuch like turtleneck sweaters,  Sort
cf nice,

Valent! ne's Day arrived on itime cven
if the cards didn't, OGw typical nony
exress mail scrvice waslate with most
o? the cards,

L few of our peorle were smart and
wiren't around for part of the month,
like Cpb kobert D, Tawyer, who was in
flavail on R&L over Tet, hoping to miss
out on some of the fun herc, no doubt,
But nothing happened, It was so quist,
he could've waited an extra day here
because Mrs. Sawyer, held up by tad
weather in the Stotes, showed un a doy
late,

SP4 Brian.Fox spent a weck in Aus~
tralia and managed to miss the.bad wed-
ther spell altog Ptnor, and Sdn David
t“?tt spont a week in Singapore. of
zoursc he had planned on going to Tai-
pei. Great, hul?

This month wz lost five peonle and
peined five., Losses were:

CPT Charles 1., Lowls, to Germany

CW2 Loren F, Skerie, to Ft Rucker

W0l Cherles Dill, to 2 Sqdn 17th Cov

SF5 Michacl Outwnter, to 2/50Llst Inf

PFC Richard Runicn, to C Co, 32%th Med
Joining un were:

CPT Villiam &wmith, in maintenance

Ol Robert B. Black, a pilot

W01, Edmond J. Meeller, a pilot

S8G Xcith Forrester, scction sergeant

SP5 Fritz C. Persijn, a medic
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And finally,

thanks to SFC Ross, we

now have two horns in the area instead

of the provieus cne,
second up crcws den't
their oors

ENynore,

Y
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Monthly Statis

PATTEUTS EVACULATE

U3 437
VN Civ 77
MED CAP 19
ARV 22
POW/SUSP 10
CAEINE g

TOTAL 565

cS
LU D,

DAY/MNIGHT PATISHIS

DAY 485
HIGHT 80
TOTAL 565
MISSTCHS
DAY 441
HIGHT &3
TCTAL 504

MCDICAL

BOIST UTILIZATIOHN:

MISSICNS 44
PATIENTS 66
HOURS 35

FLIGIT TRME:

DAY 294
ITIGHT 3L
EOIST _35

TOTAL 328

RESUFELY TOTAL L145S. 700

AVIATOR FLIGHT TIMZ:

AVG NO AVIATORS FSHT FCR DUTY 18

'i.[.xu 43
oW 5
AVG 17

ACFT AVAILARILITY &

83%

so0 cur first and
have to streoin
s0 hard to hear their call
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Hovst EVACUATIONS AREN'T
- Pe CAMOUFLAGED BUT.«v.. ..

INTENDED T

T . LA * X
{ A FEW WORDS FROM DUSTOFF 36 J
The Plotoon's activities have sprea
~even further from heme base this month
with Lt Bvan's section talking a salvaged
hooch at Camp Evans and turning it into
a castle of warmth and hominess awy
from "home", The cresws havedecided the
Camp Evans standby is not so bad after
all, and are willing to pull permancnt
standby. FSB Los Bainos at the southern
end of the AOis running a closc second,
trying to induce te day standby crews
~with good chow, their own bunker, pre-
built aireraft revetment, and Col Dyke's
"o Slack" hosnitality, According to
thece crews the vicw and sunshine are
* second only to Haweii, Fumny tho stme

sun can't sghinc on Camp Eagle,

The fringe benefits of marginal wea-
ther flying and insscurc hoists are now
boing endured by three new AC's:  Cpt
Jim Danby, Dustoff $03; 1LT George Mn-
er, Dustoff 905, and WO John Blessing,
Dustoff 999 or "Iriple Niner.,"

Construction of the EM/NCO club hos
quickened to a snail's pace end the Of-
ficer's Lounge is rapidly catching up.
Both are welcome additicons to the area.

To top off & busy menth, lost Satur-
day the Plotoon held an awards caemony
with LTC Mittemeyor presenting thirty-
one awards to nincteen individuals.

If perfect timing gets you anywhere,
1IT Kerry little is destired to go a
long wey., Why? Iere'!s what happencd:

Ong=-itis very hard to connect with
o phone call from Vietnomto the United
Stateg,

THOL-DOWN SOUTH Od TDY, LT LIITIE
decided to ccll his wife, Carmen, end
find out how sghc was getting olong,
being fully into her ninth month,

Threc—~vhen he mede the connection,
he caught Carmen on the way to the hos-
pitel, Beeange Cermen isa-student nurse
it didn't dawn on him at first that she
was going for a personal reason, and
not to take care of another puatient.
But she madc it clear soon cnough,

FOUR-~AFTER IANGING UP, CiRIEN WENT
to the hospital and delivered a bey, 6

1b, 8 oz, named Mk Thornton, on the
30th of Januery, Talk about perfect
timing.

% # 3

Conmgrotulations are in order for 5
ncople thismanth who carned promotions
from 3P4 to SP5:

Gregory A, Brown

Barth T, Cutler

Jomes R, Johnseon

Roy M, Moyberwy

Kenneth D. Ramsey
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Coeden A HERO STORY

This is not a technicolor wer, with
John Wayne leading the infantry on to
greater glory. It is a tv war, with
Juntley and Brinkley describing every
runch,

Both men and machines are involved,
and no menor machine is more important
than Dustoff crews and heliconters who
arc on call 24 hours a day to save the
lives of the wounded,

To help those of you who hove never
been to & wer, or those who have never
evenr been invited to one, understand
what this war is like, webring you the
following truc-to-life accountof a typ-
ical Dustoff mission:

"y crew and I, which consisted of
Cpt Turnip ané Mr, Skabile and my mediec,
53t Goodbody, and mysclf, we tock off
with our usual cloud of dust and a Hi-
Ho Silver (owr heliport is still inkd
nced of nentz prime, you see) on  our
way to an urgoent hoist mission, which
wa.s -ingceure,

The mission was just calledine fow
minutes prior, and the ground urit had
two men with multable wounds, both in
bad condition, so we Mmew we had to get
there in 2 hurry., Thetls our job. In
a2 few minuteg, we arrived to within
geeing distance of the gite, and stayed
back watching the gunships nepwner the
arca, It weg a thick jungle.

We decided to call thc ground unit
and agk vhere they were., M, Skebie
mide the call, "Hello, Hey, how's it
going down there? Is this BrokenSlil-
let I'm tallking to? Good, Say; I bot
you cen sce ug, but we can't sco you-
yes, you can? Good, We thought that we
night tale out your wounded if you'd
and we wore
wondering which way you'ld recormend we
come in, and just exactly where are
you, anyway? Come in from the South?
Oy, DBe there in o jiff," Gee, that
Ir, Skobic ig All Right on the r-dio.

So when we went in Sgt Goodbody and
I stoed out on the skids so we could
sco how close we crm2 to the trecs and
scarc the pilots a little, you know.
Finally, we camc to & halt, There we
were, 200 feet above the junkle floor,
huffering, Boy, did we huffer, We
tried to think hord of our jobs.

{(Continuved on next page)

BRONZE STAR WITH #vw
SF5 Roger W, Goodwin

AR MEDAL
15th CLC~~5P5 Devid L, Woods
12, 14-15th OLC~~8F5 Roger W, Goodyin
by 5, T=lith OIC~-CTT Charles H. Lewis
BAM-~1LT Thomas i, McCrary
BAM-~1IT George L, Miner
BAM-~1LT Gerald i, Torba
BAM--WO1 Richerd W. Obreocht
SAMN--WOl John I, Shirley, Jr.
BAM--WO1 George U, Stapp
BAM...S5P5 Barth T, Cutler
Ba¥--3P5 Stophen B. Froncis
BAM-.ST5 James R, Johnson
DAM--SP5 Danicl G, Pugh
BAM--SP5 Lorry E. Wegoner
BAM~-PFC Joscch H, Campbell

ARMY COMMENDATION MDAL; 1ST OLC
SFG Thomas L, Ross, Jr.

ARUY COMMENDATICON MEDAL
MAJ Robert R, Cloko

GIT Jomes C, Danby

CFT Charlcs H, Lewis
CPT Ottis G, Turncr

WOl Michacl L, McXonna
WOl x E, Tucker

SF5 Etcphen B, Francis
SP5 Roger W, Goodwin
SP5 Michael ?. Melone
SF5 Michael J, Outwater
SP5 Amador G, Sanchoz
5P5 Edward T. Selander
SP5 Navid L. Woods

8P4 Anthony T, Burdo
ST/, Richard G, Runion
SP4 Merio £, Szlvatore
5P, Anthony K. Thompson

COMBAT !MEDICAL BADGE
FAJ Robert R, Cloke
GPT Jomog C. Danby
CFT Cherles H, lewis
CPT Robert D, Sawyer
1T Otis D. Evans

1IT Xerry L. Little
11T Thomasg M, McCrary
1IT Geerge L, lhner
1LT Gerzald M, Torba
SP5 Roy M. Mryberry
PFG Steven E, Arnold
TFC Jozceph H, Campbell
PFC James &, lhrgro




T4 understand this story, first

~ of f twe Tust tell you that we have
a mascotfar the Air Ambulance Fla-
toon, 4 dog, named Dusty {(fr Dust~
off--sce the connection?g.

Dusty has been with us about
three months now, which is as long
as chels been on this carth, so we
row as much about har as any one
is likely %o lMnow about their dog.

QfAY, OHE OF THE INTERESTING IT-
ems wa'lve dlscovered abocut Dustyis
i passion for ghrisp. Dehydrated
ghivimp, which is the only kindavail-
able here,

hers was a contest last wock
to sce just how meny shrimp Dusty
could cat, and on successive days,
in five minute time periods, Dusty
gulped 56, then &1, then 86 shrimp.

Some of the msoner type people
we have here conldn't see the shrimp
becing "wasted" feeding o dog, and
they wanted 1o feed it to her bo-
fore the shrimp was soaked in wa-

“tor, then to give her a drink-e--a
bip one,

THEY HAD VISIONS OF A ROUND, BAL~
loon-like dog, with flippers far feet,

- floating away towards the DMZ. But
of couvrse, we didn't let that ha
pen to Dusty. '

Tormally, you'd think that a dog
would be afraid of helicopters, with
all +tho noisc and commotion +that
thry kick up every time they leavc
or land, But that!'s not the reao-
vien of Dusty, who runs ait to greet
the chips and their crows, playful-
ly borking. On eccasion, Dusty has
been known even to hitch a ride in
the choppers, but that's been stop~
pad, We havo no horness for her to
woar, end welve grown toc dttachad
to Dusty to haw her suddenly be-
come airborne during a right bank
and a cyclic climb,

Vhile we do believe in
your thing,
too far,

doing
that!s going a 1little

\
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A PIC OF MYSELE!

EAGLE DGSTCOFY

ig¢ a monthly publication of
the Air Ambulence Flatocn,
326th Medical Battalion,
3 EDITOR
3P4 Kerl T. White

CARTOONIST
8P4 Brian R, Folx

IERO STCRY CCETIHUED

We lot the bosiketi:dewn, and . they-

loaded it up, ond we gborted.dravding it
back in with 0 'loikd,! - dAbout haliwe)

up, we noticed the patient boegan to

wave his arms and point to hiz leg. So

wo weved back, Tricndly <fellow, 4&nd

then we got him inside the aircr=fi,

end found out he was being shot at.fnd

that meant we were broing shot at, too,

So we concontrated very hard on  our

jobs.,.

And then we hightailed it out of
there,

But they shot at us on the way out,
too, and a bullet ncarly hit me. But
it éidn't, so I just kept thinking about
doing my job.

Thatl!s abont it, except I want to
a2dd & bit about my crew who all were
caln and cool and collectod while We
wore limping our weunded ship tack home,

Mybe this story ain't pretty, but
that’s the wy it was.”




