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T MIGHT

CPT Robert D, Sawyer just couldn't
make up his mind where he wanted to go,
so he just packed up and left. Thereare
some people around here that wish they
could do the same, but wunfortunately
can't. |

At the first of the month, CPT Saw--
yer moved from the CP %o Battalion HQ
to become the 5-3 officer since the for-
mer S-3 officer had DEROSed. So, CFX
James G, Danby moved into CPT Sawyer's
vacant slot.

Then, efter a perisd of less than
two weeks, OPT Sawyer himself got long
awaited orders to be released fromaci~
ive duty. He was released more ' than
100 days prior to his actusl DERCS on
this, his second tour in Vietnam.

His departure from S-3 left that
slot again vacant, so CFT Danby moved
from the CP to take that post.

T gniles.

. Sailors cheered. Nurses flached big

A1l this happened for Dustoff 901,
end crew, because he dfd it. He got a
coke and a party for doing it.

Now, you may be wondering just what
in the world happened. Okey, DO 601,
WO John Shirley, CW2 Robert Black, SP5's
Barth Cutler and John Friscis made the
6,999th helicopter landing on the USS
Sanctuary, 2 Navel hospitel ship. That's
nothing special, you say.

However . . . they took off, having
cleverly left something behind, and
landed once more to pick it up theroby
making the 7,000th helicopter lendirg.

If at first you don't succced, try,

try sgoin. Sometimes maxims do pay off,
don't they? , :

— |




(Editor's Note: In April this unit
nulled o record totalof 105 hoist mis~
sions, cousuming 124 hours of flight
time and evecurting 165 patients sup-
porting Division Operations.

Slowly we pmsscd above the trectops,
looking for eny sign of smoke filtering
from the jungle cenopy just bencath cur
skids, We could hesr the men on the
radio, but good gricf, who con see any-
one in jungle like th-t? Trees, tall

trees, vith follago growm together in |

loyers  zbove the jusgle floor, hiding
ilatever was benesth, be it men or suoke,
frisnd cr foe.

oulre comlng toverd me now," said
Voice EYCLtedly, "you'rn just about to
roceh e now,!

Yrom  the jungle floor it is much
o ahor to see the helicopter, o lerger

g3t outlined ageinst the sky and
iheoshing noisiliy, then it 1s to see
wreene  on the jungle floor from the
selicontcr 100, maybe- 200 fect above.

"Dustoff, you're right over me.....
rou just ppsscd e, "

ftoyn below, with the Velee, two men
52 uwounded, two US soldiers who need--
sl evrewtirn, It is on the side of a
- wmtein and the growth is reelly hard
L2 believe unless voulve flown above it

r vslked threugh it.

The smcke had rpoearecd, yollow wispe
floating tharcugh the green lesves, but
it hed floated too far down the ridge
line frow the grownd wunit before ap-
pesring. Lt was litile help.

Using the voice-aetivated homing de-
vice wes about tie only wey to find
the wnit. One psss. Two passes Threc
then four. Closer every time, but we
vere still psseing over.

Fuel was a problei. So was Chrrlie
if he was still in the =zren.

Finzlly, the ship stopped. "You're
right over me, Dustoff, right over me,”

On both sides of the shin crowchief
cnd medic leoned out, straining their
eyes for any eign of life below. Fone.

"Dustoff, I'm sending a msn right
rader you WA thout e shirt on. He's go~
int to weve hils ~rms. See if yru can
seq nim.

.Seconds pass, long sccends.

(Continued next page)
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IOIST MISSTO CONT IHULD

"Sir, I think I sce some movement,...
down there, Come right about ten feet,

sir," says the crewchief, "Yes, I’ve
got 11:1_.1.“. :
"ou're rirht over us now,.Dustoff

says the Vo:r'.ce on t:e ground,

"ITm lowering the nenetrator now,sir{
geys the crew chinf as he swings it out
of tho sh » and starts lowering it.

The holo in the cencpy is small  to
bogin with, and its’ sizc and  shepe

) cn“nrr. i, cdue  to  the rotor wash
o] oving ana:l soreading the follase Lelow,

Adr turb'..xle.‘cc, mugts of \r..ad, gl
wha ship, :oking a bhover, a good hover,
soad to hold,

Tz beth sides the crowmenmbers  are
vetehding tie whiilp  of the rotor blade,
viving sure it dovsntt go too close to
‘nearvy trees, telldinz to tae nilot

dirceting him in the hover, “Swing
vor tail e litéle o the i ,q.u, about
“hroe feed, sir, Thatls fire,

gir, Hold
r ghoady, now, You'rn looking  good
Tt toere, sir,

””enr'tr'ztor‘s down, gir." As . soon
torches ground, tie ground  wiit
tie two pati-onts, yanks <the slack

bla, and. tha 11o .5t moves up a~-
wzin,  Cnly about {nirty scconds, tidity
Liouy seconds, have paczed,

e
"Coming up, sir," Now the problem
wnonos not drugr...-’g the net:.no_uu up

,,

4ieough tho trees, The ship must be as
griedy a8 when the penetriter went down

Somotimes thoe path 1w swooth, Other
vines the pavic mt is brougit un, stopped,
provzd left, bronsht up & fow aore feet,
meved rielt, and thus wntil he  reaches
N aiveraft., At thot noint, just be-
I the uk“'dq, the crew chiof "stopg ovk-
e the ship onte the skids and guides
Lon patient s ..g.\.s.'i.de by hand while  the
roric operates the hoist controls, Once
wide, the ghip heads then up and roves
*1(3 a1 oout,

A gigh of relisf, A thanks fron the
arovnd wmit, - A broath of  fresh air
lown in the si'p at 120 knots, A haz-
sidous job thatls over,

A

DISTIIGUISIED FLYLIG CROsS

j3te)
CWz &
CWz2
SFC
SF5
SP5 DAVID L., WCOD3

ATR DAL w Uty

CH2 MICIAL L, McKEMIA

37th
12+tha14ith
Tth~ Gth
6th-10th
5th

3rd

AR CO:EEIDATICK iIDAL

1IT CB:5 D. BVAHS
WOl JOIIT 2, 3BLE SST,'.'
WOl FHRAFCE

h
5P

1LT OTIS D, 2VAiS (lst OLC)
CW2 STAVIEY R. PADEY
LT GIRLID i, TUNZA

SF5 ‘SAI T T, CULIER

SP5 JAMSS JOIu'SCi‘I

SP5 PRIAN R. FCX

SF5 L'LRB-.I. J'.ﬂ. %I" 1OI Ll

SP5 YARL T, Waifldd

SF/ TiOMAS E. COLLIIS
SP/ LAWREICE IRIS, R,

WARDS

BRGIZE STAR

ROBEPT R. CLOE {lat OIC)
YA B, TGCEER

MICTARL L, MellifA
THOMAS L, ROSS, JR.
LDWARD T, S:LANDER

AIR MIDAL

OLC !AJ ROEERT R. CLOXE
OLC S¢5 DAVID L, WOCDS
OLC  SP5 AIADOR . SANCIE
OLG. SP5 EDWARD T, SEIANDIR |

OLC CW2 IICIATL L. HekiMGA f
OLC G&Fs TH0tAS =, RCLLS '

BAH 1IT """o s ¥, lobroxy |
WOl

BA wm

AR

AN SP5
BAM SF5

L, D, EHICIEENS
P. B:BICH




-4t shouldlve happened on  April
" «Foolla Day, for +hat would have been
far #ore appropriate ting, but it
dida't, :
Everyone thought They wers kidding
e They gaid, Mo more
Good grief] That nnang sitining shoesg
clothes and sweeping £loors

and vashine
end , ., and worl,

They wirentt kidding, Orders from
leadcrarters,

flo more marasans,

So, tivis month was lilo a period of
adjustoont, sveh as ono eacounters in
rany piases of life, Deck to tihc badh-
olor 1ife, The reid doesn't come in on
Torsdoys enynore, '

+5ls rather funcy to see grown en,

niirad dn shorts or cutoffs, stomping
: the water in panz, with their
ile tihay Mesh® thelr clothes in

v pans,  They're doing the  Littla
i Wincrpler rowtine,  not  wesiing

sinthes, At leosgt sveryone has cloan
£o8t now,

o nove lamasans,

Another era vasses.

the wor againgt dird escalotes,

W L5 DUSTORY ds e nonthly publica-
y Glom of the Lir Aubulance Platoon,
; 325tk ihdics) Dattalion.

: AOITOR: 8T8 Warl T, Whadte

| CARTOOUEIT:” 5P5 Brian R, Fodx

Marvegang, M
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A FEW WORDS FRON DUSTOFT g6 A

With the flurry of activity in-
volved in zupporting three major com-
tat omerations, plateoon persomncl heve

stdll  foud time to wilecone our new
facez apd swap Mwr ctorics"  with the

L

5]

neny depertecs, - ward and honor coree
monies congimed time, but were welcene
changrg of pace, -

Qur- Crash Rescue Srecializts rve
been getting 1ot "let dow"  foeling
gquits regularly as thoy rice tie jung-
le penetretor fnto tiw. site of downed
aircrevws, Thess uen ars tho firot eud
only men into the arce ond mustredr on
their skill in ropid) acunting the

the
act, SF5 Drian Fox was presonted 4he
Air Medel with "' device for lLis lot-
€5t Crev recovery i an inpresuive a-
ward ceremony conducted by linjor Genew
al Zois, snong  the captiwed ecuipnont
from Cperatvion loseackusyotts Swrilcs
(in tho A Shau ValXlev). _’

Two new aircraft commonders joined
the ranits to help fill. the son of those
leaving or promoind to other positions
Congratilaticns to CW2 Ednond nller,
Ductoff 900, cud WOL Goorge Statwm, Dust-
off 307,
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ARE OUT.- » e
FANS ARE IN.
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: Thers cen be no more ominonsg begin-
. ning to a month than My has—-to start
‘out with a day whose name i8 synonymous

wvith disagter—-tAYUAY] Cne trombles at

the mere thought of disestroug possilb-
ilities,

We do have some comforts, mind you,
such as the Cuns of Wavarrone which
are parked just on the next hill and
alweys manage to gerenade us to sleep.

Those & inchers ere good for morale
. ~yhen they leave.

Speeking of leavingend who would:b
il to,the following poopleleft this
months

CPT Robert D, Sawyer, release fram
-...".‘Z'.'\."e duty

AGT David N, Pritt, 30 day speciel

Ve

SP5 Anthony T, Burdo, to & hospital
- . the Btates

SP5 Roy M. Mayberry, to Tort Camp-
".211, Kentucky ( Hospitalized )

SP5 Kenneth Ramsey, emergency leave

SP5 John Friscia, to 44th Med Bde

e also learned thet SP5 Michael F,
" -inne wag reassigned to Fort Sill, k-

“hIC .

Mew personnel this month are as
“21ows s : '

CW2 William A,Tiffeny, & pilot from
‘4z 774h Artillery, who flew Distofi on
. moevious Vietnam tour, '

-
A

4P4 Roneld Crockett, medic, from C-

'+ 326th Med Bn

SP4 Fred Fughes end SP4 Barry Flavtz
Crash rescue specialists, ~fron the
S+tates, - '

3P4 Gary Runge, medic, from 2/506th
“uientry . '

PFC David Reed, crash rescue- uman,
=== 523rd Engineers

Promoted this month were:

CW2's Robort B, Bleck, Iichael L,
"..¥enpa, ead Mox E, Tucker

Sp5tg Anthony T. Burdo and Lawrence
“owris, Jr,

Going on leave and RGR during April

lzjor Robert R. Cloke, fiong Kong

W2 Micheel L, McKenna, Sydney

SFC Thomas L. Ross, Jr,, Tokyo

SP5 Gregory :. Brown, Hong Xong

SP5 Stephen B, TFrancis, Taiped
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MOIENILY. STATISTICS

Patients Zvacuated:

Us 823
YN Civ 161
TD CAP 23

ARVH 47
POW/SUSP A
CANTME 3
OrIER _2

TCTAL 1063

DAY/NIGIT PATIENTS:

Day 962
Nizht 101
TOTAL 1063
MESSIONS :
Day 599
Hight ‘7
TOPAL 672

BOIST UTILLZATICH:
Missions 105

Patients 165
Hours 124

Day 510
Hight 186
TOTAL 566

'AVG NO AVIATORS PSHT FOR DUTY 20

CFT COMBAT DAIAGE
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