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1 May 1969 

E·AGL E DUSTOF F 
Commanding Officer: Major Rebert R. Cloke 
Platoon Sergeant: SFC Thomas L. Ross, Jr. 

Air Ambulance Platoon 
326th f~dical Battalion 
101st Airborne Division 

CPT Rebert D. Sawyer just couldn't 
make up his mind where he wanted to go, 
so he just packed up and left. There are 
some people around here that wish they 
could do the same, but unfortunately 
can't. 

At the ~irst of the month, CPT Saw--
\ ~ yer moved from the CP to Battalion HQ 

. , , to become the S-3 officer since thefor~ 
;\1 ~~U\T WE.EK E( ) mer S-3 officer had DEROSed. So, CPT 

Then, after a poriod of less the.n 
two weokr, CPT Se.wyer himself got long 

.... :. U I HE S ~ c ceo \ awai ted orders to be reloa sed from act-
~ ~ ive duty. He was released more ·than 

,U 1 I M I GH T <S~' I 100 days prior to his actual DEROS on 
~~~-;'(WI p A FEw 'I) this, his second tour in Vietnam. 

~ 
His departure from S-3 left that 

Gi~.A. P E.. 8. r- slot· again vacant, so CPT Danby moved 

.. 

VHPAI34 

)_ from the Cpo to take that post. 

I \\ -,,~-J . sailor~ chee;e:--Nurses flached big I 
_ ,-.-""' . , , smiles. I 

I All this happened for Dustoff 901, 
1\ Pond crew, because he did it. He got a 

cpke and a party for doing it. 
i Now, you may be wondering just what 
.\ in the world happened. Okay, DO 901, 

WO John Shirle~ CW2 Rebert Blac~SP5's 
Barth Cutler and John Friscie msde the 
6,999th helicnptor landing on the U.SS I 
banctuary, a Nave~ hospital ship. That's\ 
nothing special, you say. 

However ••• they took off, hoving 
cleverly left something behind, and 
landed once more to pick it u,. thereby 
me.king the 7,ooOth helicopter le.ndi~g. 

If ~.t first you don' t succoed, try, 
try again. Somet:i1nes mmcillls do p"y off, 

don I t th0y? ._.__'.1 



(Editor I s Note: In April this unit 
Dulled !). record. total of 105 hoist mis­
siol"is, co,"sum.ing 121, hours of Dig:]t 
time and ev,ocu,tbg 165 patie:lts sup­
porting Division Operations.) 

Slowly 1m pcsscd ?,bovQ tho trcc~;,ops, 
looking for "-.ny sign of sNoke filterj.ng 
frOle, tho jungle cpnopy just benoat:lour 
skid.s. ~lc could hOP'.r t:10 mon on tho 
radio, but good grief, HIlo c~.n sec any­
ono in jung18 like t]J;: t? Trees, tnll 
tr~c5, Iii th foil.?g() gr01n1 together in . 
l.o~rors ".bove tho jmglo floor, !1iding 
ill1R.tcver \lAS bG1102.th, be it r,'.Fln or smoke, 
",C'iond or foe. 

"You Ire cOl1ling tOIJPrd me nOll," 50.id 
Voice excitedly, "you'r8 just "bout to 
J":O; eh ).i1e nov]. 11 

'i'rOlJ. the jungle floor it ic li!uch 
<,. "j.~'r to sec tho helicopter, e. Iprger 

. ~-g-::t outlined n.g0inst the e101 ClJ1d 
i'.'looshing noisi.iy, then it is to sec 
':'.y ',_o("lne 011 the jvnglo floer fro:;'!l the 
: .. '.olico,.,tor 100, ;;laybe' 200 foct nbovo. 

"Dustoff, you're right over me ••••• 
:-CE just pp..ssod '.11e." 

r':lIm bolol<, 1-lith the VOice, two men 
.' X'J HOIL'1ded, two US soldiers lIho need-· 
, • .[ cV',' cw ti.- n. I t is on the side of a 
"\:nte,in, an6. the grmrth is redly har.d 
' ... ' believe unless you t VB flo,m abovo it 
or "elked through it. 

7he smoke had rp;:>eArod, yollow lliG):>s 
floating threugh tho green leeves, but 
it hpd flo~.te('. too f;;l' down tho ridge 
line fro~' the grou11d unit b0forG ap­
peo.ring. It He,S little help. 

Using the voice-activated ho:uingd&. 
vice was aboi.lt t:ie only wey to find 
the ·unit. Ono p8.SS. Two passes. Tllree 
then four. Closer every time, but we 
Hore still p~ssil1g over. 

Fuel ".as a problem. So ,;:,s Cl1·"rlie 
if he U~ s still in the c.r0~ .• 

Fint?~ly, tl1c ship IJ-topped. "You're 
right over lola, Dustoff, right over r~e." 

On both sides of tllC s:lin crouchicf 
~nd "Jodie leoned out, str".ining their 
eyos for any sign of lifo bolow. Hone. 

. . . 

"Dustoff, It L1 sending a rum right 
u;lc1er you without e shirt on. Hels go­
int to W,ovo his 0.r:.1S. [jee if Y"'u ca.n 
soo hi1;l. • 

. Seconds pO,ss, long seconds. 
(Continued next. pa.ge) 

..... _ ... _ ........ ---' 

\ DUSTOFF CAN bE \ 
A BIG LE.TPOWN 0 

.-------.. --.-... ---.-~--~~---.---.,,-.------- - ' 



HOLST NLSSIOlT CONTlillJ-;;D 

IISj.r, I thil1k I see some moverllent •••• 
down. there. Come rig2lt about ten foct, 
s~:r, Ii, says the .crewch5,p,f. "Yes, I've 
got l-::i.!.1.,1t 

nyou Ire r:i.cht over us novT,. Dustoff, " 
f;ays t~10 Voice on t>.o grotl.J.id. 

IIItm lowqr:!.:.:.? t~1e ~)enotrator n01:;sir;! 
S8.y s °Gho crew ch:'.Gf as 118 S'vl:i.n.r:,s ~.t out 
of tho Gll:l.p and ~ta.l"ts lOvTerin:3 :i.t. 

The 11oJ.o in the ce.ncpy is small to 
l~~):r.:::.n w:t.th, anti. ~_ ts' size and shape 
!c' .:~] C~.lG nC(_l:.c, dUG to t~'l.O ro t,~r wa 511 

blo~vr.i.~:_G and sl)rcac1i113 t:1C fo5J.e.~8 -;:'e101-1. 
Air tl'r1)"le"cc '""1<:""t;'" o~ \r.:'l~ 1°"1~11'" ..• , ...• '. .. ", ~<...",u"" .!. ' ••• lU, •• ~ V 

';~~~.~ ship, :·.":n.!:::ti".:.f'; a hoy ':~r, a good hover, 
>_'.J..··(1 to ho}.d. 

('r:; beth sides the erGwtlc),lbers are 
1·;·~ :·.cll:1nc: tl10 ",kLip of t.he ro'cor bla.de, 
.;. ::LnrL Et! . .'ro it dO'.'nntt !?o too close to . t Q. 

noarby treos, te.JJ.d.r~;~ to tile l):.lot 
;~. d:1.rc ct:: .. ne: l~'::J!l in t.he hover. IfSw:;.ng 

.~.~CI·J." ta5J, a l~.ttle 'co t1~c r·:.Sl·rt., U00Ut 

. "~~0 f~o'c 0"" T,,"t 1s 1"':"'0 0-'1' Fold '. '.'. -.;; . \.,~~ V, ,;J ••. .i...!..;IO.l. .'." , ...... " • J."_ 

.',". s"'ood" ~O" vOl,lre lool-"ng flood . ...• b· ... c...y, J.! w. .... ~ .' _ ........ '-' 

..... ;~t t:1.ere, si.r.1: 
~:Pcl1ntra tor I s dow..'1, s:Lr. It As . 80011 
:·.t to,~e;:lOS groru:d, t:18 grOl.l",,1d tul':' t 

:.~;~"~ s t~lO two pa:c:L':'r:ts, ya11.1:s the 81ac!< 
:,: .. 1 -('~1(,) c,~ bla, 8.U0. tIlr', ho::.st moves up u_ 
:::l",-:.,,:i.l~.. Crly ,:,~bout t>.:xty seconds, tlrlrGy 
l,.o:.~,;~ soeol1c'.s, 112. vo pac::cd. 

nCoii15.nO' UD, :;:d.r. II NO",1 the problcl"11 
u ' . 

~J\":-:.-.rllOG not dragg:;.:!g t;.1e patient.s up 
t·:':.1.1:':n.1..3h tho trees. The sh5.p must. bo as 
rT~;;\;- .. dy as vlll::';n t:l0 pen8tr.:. tor v[(:!1'C down, 

Son"tj.;:~es tl1') jJ"- th is SllOOth. Other 
t,::: 108 the po.t:;.I .. :nt :.s brott(.~'t, t't;" stoppec; 
""·"",:,-::.d 1 eft lDr01, .. ;',t U,j ':' f'e',' ·;o··r'; feet 1 _~, ._ _ , .,:.......l: ""' - w ,., \. , 

·::l::v'.·:d, r~<)1-G, a.n( thus 'Lmti~ he r~o.chGs 

';:(.'J~ n;i,rcraft. At tl'1 .. '\ t ;Joint, j'Ltst be­
J.. ,~ •.• tho ski,c1s, th8 ere"., chJ.of "stepp mt­
i~ ; I.\.~: t~le s:15.p onto the skids .3.!ld gui .. des 
:.:.'. ~':. pE'.. t:1.0l1-CS j.~~.s5.de by ~1(l11(~. ,,·/hiJ.0 -the 
;.: ·:~:i.e opera tr.s the ho5.st cOi1.tro}.s. OJ.lce 
~;.,.;.::;~:clc, t.lw al1:!.p heads theD up and IiX)VOS 

1~~~C;:! out. 
A 55,gh of rcJ.:;.'~f. A tl!c.i.1.1~s fron -t.'-1e 

1J:'oll.nd tll1:i..t.· A lJr'J2..th of fresh air 
~·.l,l.nnl ~.n the sl1:"p fit J20 101ctS. A hnz­
~"d ·d~tJ..s job tho. t t saver • 

. , 

.. _._. __ ...... _--_._-----
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l\VvARDS 
lJ:r..3TIllGU:CSI8D FLyniG' CROSS 

lIJf OT IS D •. :3VA; .. jS (1 at OLe) 
CW2 STAiTIT:Y n. PI,DE::r 
1LT Gf.:Re.. ID 1-1. T Q~2A 

DRO;:ZG STAR 

H\j' ROBERT R. CLO:;)~ (lflt OLC) 
CW2 I·fAX !.~ •. TlJC~0R 
CW2 ;·!IC:;Al;L L. HcXEi:::'~ 
BFC rrI-:OEi.S L. ROSS, :rR. 
SF5 T:mIft.RD T. S~V\rrDER 
SP5 DAVID 1. ~iCOD3 

lLT or}:3 D. EVL~·TS 
HOl J'OIIH :;;. BLsSSFG 
WOl }.lr'LA!:7C7:S 1:. D'. EIClIilil'I3 
81'5 S'E;;rI-:jIT P. J3··;BIC~i 
SF5 BAi.l,T~I T. c"(}rJj~:R 

SP5 JA}ii::S J'OIIl'SOl'l 
SF5 F..:1IL!·T R. FOX 
SF 5 LlL1.RY T;. HH~ OE~R 
SF 5 :UffiL T. HETI:',:~ 
SF 4 TIIONM E. COLL:r..;;S 
SP4 L~WRE;;CE IIAK:IS, ~'R. 



It shot\J.d'va l1appened on Al~ril 
,,1"001' s Day, for t:111 t would have been 
far nore appropriate tll:l.'.l),G, but it 
d1.dl1' t. 

Everyone tho'}.gh:c Thoy werd kic1d:'.,i:lg 
,·/hem TI1GY S1?:Lrl, lINo more I-hr;2.:13.:"lS. 11 

Good GT~.ef I 'l':).a t ,':l()anS Sh:i.11il1G shoe s 
o.:lC~. vdsb5.1~~'· clo'c,hos an(~ S1{Oening floors 
r.~.1(1 • • • anc:. wor!;:. .. 

They ,.r:,!'·Gntt kick'.:1.ns. Orders frm:~ 
rrc(J.(1\.~:.artors • 

110 mo:·"o r,lG.:;'UGans. 
So, tI15.G r:10:.::cil "Ta,S 15":~.Q a p8r:i.O(:. of 

hdjt:.st'"'.'('.:,.1t, S"',C11 C),S 0110 oncounters ill 

l'.~any pllC.sGiJ of lifo, Do.ck to t~lC hicih­
OJ.Cll" ;Jj.i'e. 'rIle >!€.id doe Sl! f t CO::H1 :i.n 01': 

'r' 'd •. !-:"'X.fj ·.J,ys 1:.1,ny::lo~~"'e. 

:~.(,J s rc.tI18l" :2un:'y to sec [.l"'OYn.l i.:~e:'1, 
o:;::c::.rsd i!} D~10r-c;-:; or ctt-coffs, stl1f:1l1i:L1[; 
~J.OSll:·,21g t:lr; y,at~r ~.n ~;;o.1"2Z, ;.i:Gh tllc::.r 
r·· ot .... ,11:1.].0 t~!oy I/w.f..lhll t21c:"..r c!.ot.hefj L"'1 
.~:~ ..... ~ pans. T}.18Y t 1'e dO:l.:1E. the 1i ttlo 
r:-:1j}. H:i.:YCD.kcr ron-c~.:\l~~, ~J.ot we.s:11.ne 
~: , ~;-thG~;. At J.e·? st .~:: \'01"'yono .b£l.r:: clco,n 
E,·'3't, 7'..0 .... '. 

Eo no1'O lil::1l.sans. 
tl.:1J.o-'c~ler era passes. 
'.iJ"2S vm.r agai11st dirt esca].r'.tos. 

. :.:."~::~.IT~ DU;JTOll? is a r.lo:,),t111y p:l.blico._ 
t·: O'~ O~J.· +.hC ~.j r A\'+"'1"'~1ce Pl atoon J •• .1_ v.u. .>... • ... >Jc ••• c.J.. _t: , 

J:~'St.h l·:-:;c.l.icc.J. DQ.ttulion. 
",i)IT'OP.: 31'5 ;(a:.:l T. Hhj.tc 
CAl1TOom:::'T: 3P5 Er5.,:'-n R. F03x 

!~13~ 
I, I !i .. 0 

I ItO 
t 
I 100 I 

! I C\c 
I 

3 
I , 
I 
I 
I 100 
I 

I 
:1 , 

I 
, 

lJ)1 

I~\ 

{, 

A ~:w WQPJ)f; "'0;; ons,,,,, ~ 
With t!w fllTry of actj,vj.ty in­

volv0d in f:upport::.nC throe mc.j or con­
t·t!, t o~:)oro. t~l.O:.13, ;.,J.atool:' PGrSOl1~~:cJ. 11?ve 
still fOUl1d t:UilG to "1"";lco~0 Ol:.r 118W 

f,~cos Ql:cl S1VC'.p "Hal" ctor:tos 11 .... .d.t!1 the 
raan~'" dcpc,rt· .... cc. . tJ'[ll"d and h')i1or ccrc­
monic s cOl:,:;1.:pcd tim~, bu.t. were "lSleone 
C113.11:1(!$ of }i<'?pc. 

Our· Cr~sh Roseue S:,cci::J::: .. :::ts bt\7G 

been gctt::.nc, t'.'.C'.t "l(;t 0.0W11 u fooJ.::.n3 
qu:Lt:; reeu1o.rly ns t:10Y r::.c.o '(...\0 j'~!!'!.::-

1 
. , , " .. ~ , .1. .... ~ .. ~ 

e pr:llC"C:L"'v.·vor :J.11'(.0 \,!1c, S='. "'C 01 (~Oh,:1C'Q 

l}.:i.rcrous. Th('.8/3 ),,11311. e.l~::' tL:~) f:~.rDt o.~:d 

oaly 1110n :1.ll'Ca tile area £1.:10. f.lUf~·G r~'" 0:: 
tl·.!.c~.r G~;:j.ll in ?o.pic.ly ev~.ol'!.['.t:j,:!g the 
0.:i.1"ore1-l b(~for0 IICI!2.r7.~.e!l ci-::ts :i.~).to tl::c 
act. SF5 Br:1.Q.l1 li'ox ,.ro.s -;:Jr;":f.l()l1tcc1 t>.o 
.A:i.r l-bck.l ,·~::.tll "V" dcV':i.ce'· for 11:1,8 1~1 t­
eS)G Crr)" recover:! ~.l1 an j.;.:~!rOf.::~::,ve c.­
yJi).rc1 ccreBony cO:;:ldl.lctGd by Li~j or GcnG:'=-

1 Z:"!"(J ~-1 .,,. .• '.1 ... .,t,- d c' 1':·"~'r"1·~.'; a._ < •• .1 • .::., "."' •.. OJ. •.. ~ \,i~lC c:'"11'" l"-l. c <;;~ .• ',l.L~' .. ~- '..I 

frOi'.: Cperat,ion Ihseo.cZlus:;'otts Strj'::~c::' 

(:tn t~J.o A Sllau VaJIGY). , 
T\vo now o.:'1.rcraft cor!l:~~,-:-.nclcrG j oinccl 

·che ral1.ks to ~lClp fiJ~. tb? ;;r:.~) of thosc 
INt yinr: or :11"'or,lo-God to o'~ller' pos:~.t::"'·,)l"'(4 

CO'lryr",: ~., 1 ..... ,.:': (~'15 ~o CW2 ·~rlj·.1(y~rl ) l.,"'! 11 ,~, .. .I.!.:" ".v' .......... v .... ! v ~,,",-," .. , ........ J. •• _ •• , _, 

Dt\.r~toff 900, ,:-1·,'.d TiJOl G:·:.;,orr;c· Gk")p, ]}"'.ct­
off 902. 

ARE. OUT •••• 

FANS AR~ IN. 



" 
There can be no more ominous bogin­

, n).ng to a month tha11 Hey has-- to ste.rt 
. , out ,,·6. th a day who se nanG is. synonymous 

'r.i.th d:i.sastcr-lI1'.l'DAYl OM trombles at 

the mere thOH[!,ht of Msastr01.ts posdb­
:i.Jj:cio8, 

We do have GOHS comforts, mi.nd you, 

such as the Guns of lWavarrone ·whi.ch 
are parked' just on the next hill and 

e,l,/S.ys manage to serenade us to sleep. 
Those 8 inchers are good for morale 

. --,Then they leave. . 
.speaking of leavin~c.l1d ":'.0 lIOll.ld.,it 

).i~:: to, tho foUo,ri.ng .pcople18ft tliis 
month; 

CFT Robert D. Sa~er, release from 
,,:':'_',e duty 

.'·GT David N. Pritt, 30 day special 
',ve 
SP5 Anthony T. Burdo, to a hospital 

, the States 
SP5 Roy H. J.l.ayberry, to Fort Camp'" 

. ,tll1, Kentucky ( Hospitalized ) 

..... 

SP5 Kenneth Ramsey, elIlCrgency leave 
,sP5 John Friscia, to 44th Ned Bde 
',ie also learned that SP5 Hichael p • 

. ' '.·.'ne was reassigned to Fort Sill, 0-<:­

·',:',I'J1:10. 

;,jew personnel this month are as 
···Jl:i.o,/S: . 

8H2 ~lill:i.am A. Tiffany, a pilot from 
'.:,:, 77th Artillery, who flew D\:cloff on 

D. .:,-'.'8vious VietJ.18.ll1 tOtU'. ' 
"P4 Ronald Crockett, medic, from C· 

326th Med Bn 
3P4 Fred Hughes and SP4Bc:i:Ty Plautz 

Crash rescue specialists, froil the 
St.r~tco. . 
" .. _~P4 Gary Runge" medic, from 2/506th 
.".~.ntry 

PFC David Roed, crash rescue' man, 
:.:. :':1 523rd Engineers 

Promoted tMs month ',/ere: 
CVl2's Robert B. B:W.ck, HLchael L. 

: .. ';enna, c,,1d Mlx E. Tucker 
'~P51 s Anthony T. Burdo and Le_wrence 

:l·, :.-1"i5, Jr. 
Going on leave and R&R during AprH 

liajor Robert R. Cloke, Hong Kong 
C~12 H:Lch£lel L. l-fcKcl1na, Sydney 

SFC Thomafl L. Ross, Jr" Tokyo 
SP5 Gregory;., Brown, lIong Kong 
SP5 Stephen B. Fr~c:i.s, Taipei 
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NO!1TIILY STAT 1ST rcs -------

US 823 
VN Civ 161 
lED CAP 23 
ARVi\j 47 
POVl/SUSP 4 
CANDlE 3 
O'flIeR 2 

TOTAL 1063 

DAJIlI.1illIT J'A.'tllili'l§.: 

Day 962 
NiGht J.Q.J., 

TOTAL 1063 

lID3S~: 

Ihy 599 
Hight _u 

TOTAL 672 

l':!i.ssions 105 
Pat:i.ents 165 
Hours 124 

Day 510 
Night .:..iQ 

TOTAL 566 

NO AVIATORS PSi.'IT FOR DUTY 
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