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1 June 1969 

DUSTOF.f· 
Platoon LeadeI': Maj or Thomas H. l-furphy 
Platoon Sergeant,: SFC Thomas L. Ross 

Air Ambulance Platoon 
326th Medical Battalion 
lOlst Airborne Division 

Uncle Sar.1 needs 
you as a radio operator 

in today IS 

Action ,tI.nayl 
Radio 

operators get by 
that off-limits tag 

for all 
members of 

the lOlst. That.· 
get 

to go places­
fun, exciting place s. 

Adventure I 
Travel I 

l';xci ter:lent I 
Fresh airl 

For example, our 
ro.dio operators nOll get 

to stay at a new 
relay station 

. at }~agle 1 s 

. '. 

'"Uest, 
high above the 

Big VaHey, close 
to Disney bnd, 

\There the 
view is great, 
the fresh air 

cxhilirating, and 
",here harassment i3 

a dirty ,lOrd. 
Sonnds Good? 

Sounds great I 
Be the first to 

si3Il up. Sign. 
up today. 

Uncle SaUl needs youl 

" 

DV:;TOn gC! ~ 
D')STOFf 9.f) 

-1I4IS \5 ~AGLE 's N £ $.1 ... 
WI:: CAN rcSL. -fin: 'R('T(lR, 

WA S. H " ••• F>n 'viE CAN'r 
\-\t::A,R ANY C\-l(lPPE.R.s! 
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If you Ire lucky, you only get ohert 
once-if. you 11'0 not lucky, well, 
maybe you 00t tte "lellsuro of servi.'1g 
two tours of duty here a.ed thorGby have 
the added di.stinction of [lotti.ng S;lOrt 
twice (whoopee!). 

To get be.c}e to the point, gettiDg 
short is the most pleasure.ble feeling 
b tile wild. In fact, it is rather 
easy-to get carried e:,ray in ecstasy and 
become rather obnoxious to those a.round 
you who scorn your taunts of "Short" 
(,shoutGd at 0.11 tine s 0 f tho day and 
ni~ht, in the sho1-Ter, ut the mess hall, 
mth exuberai1tly and quietly, ,.;hencver 
deel1ed appropria t~, 1,'hich is to say, 
alnost every time you open your mouth) • 
Thin ha s a tendoncy to shorten y01.'.r 
lifQ span considerably if the s;10rt 
Plll'ty is not careful in his last days 
present. 

!q1d memoria e, pleasant !:!onorie S, da.Jlce 
in the mi."-<l., pe.c:ring up the past i.'1 a 
sui tease and sending it \.r.. th you vrher­
":~V'er you go. l"..t t:i.mes like thG3C you 
remenbcr the f'LUlLi.Y, 'che odd occurcnccs: 

Like the tiLl9 just (lftol' a Red !<lert, 
:.10-(, a particularly ter:.-ifyi.ng one, but 
still yery upsettiJ.1Z, llhon you hoax a 
eroup of gu;:rs gat,lCrcc1 i11 a si.::glc rool". 
G.cro ss the street iTor:l you breol:ing 
do\.;!). their tensions. Suddcnly a song 
bursts fort;1--"l-1e e;otta Gf,t outa this 
phcc, if it IS tb.'.· last thing we ever 
do!" 

Or you picture Joe, tho 3--. burner, 
hl'!l~ble Joe, whose,~ ~al1itat.ion·'"vliz!.~.rdI""J 
lc.·:ves you brae.thJ.eGe, the tine he we 
given a bag of l!).'"'..rsmnaD.ows to toast. 
Ah, did he pic:e a great place to toast 
thei,l! i~othing like combill~ng work and 
plc.asuro. 

Perhaps you rencmbcr the time the 
r8.dio operators got Urc;d of having 
pla5.n old lTC?tcr in their COO).0r El.lld de­
c ided to md~e lCLlOnado. Tlloy neglected, 
however, to cloan out the innards bc­
fpre puttjJlg in tho lemonade. Ho swoo.t 
t21ouBh; the rather acid-lil·:e lemonade 
dj.0. a pice job of cleaning theso pipes. 

Haybe it I" 8. fruatrating incident-­
:"Il,.J.y~JC n happy one; rw.ybc the vary sad 
Christtaas time or ;)O!ilC other special 
(lilY you !lad to s!,cnd alono--1"11,, tcver 
!.Jops into your T:t::.i'!d, yon arc glad it 1s 
o.lmost over, o.rlcl. the COliling year won r t 
1:c J.il:e the past.> 

--------------_. 
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Pu.ti.cnts Evacuated: , 

US 
I'll Civ 
H:;D CAP 
ARVH 
POH/SUSP 
CAlTIiJI: 
OT;;:':;R 

TOTJ~L 

Day 
iTi:;ht 

1199 
140 

2 
65 
10 
o 

__ 0 

1416 

1242 
174 

HISS IOES: 

Day 697 
HiGht 80 

777 

His SioES 88 
Patients 188 
I:ours 110 

FLIGI:T T I~'E: .---_.-

Day 6J.2 
lli.ght ...fii 

TOT1~I, 676 

AVG 1:0 AVDl.TORS FS;IT ?(J( DliTY 

--1iIGfi T TIL: ·101 
LOH TIm :3 
1\ VER.'!.Gli 60 

ACFT COlilliL'£ DAlt'-GE 4 

22 



On the 6th, Special Forces Teen B-52 
Project Delta of the 5th Special Forces 
Group Airborne paid a surprise visit to 

'Eagle Dustoff and presented the unit 
with a placque for outstandin3 support 
while the SF group was :!.n tlle area. 

----_. __ .. _. -.----------,.. 

* if * 
Najar Robert R. Cloke, Platoon Lead­

er left for an assignment to the Career 
Co~se at Fort Sam Houston, Texas, aft­
er a 30 day leave. Ue wish him well. 

* * * 
SP5 Kenne"tll Ramsey, IlSdic, .as re-

assigned to Granite City Army Depot, to 
report there after an emergency leave. 

* * * 
SP5 Larry Hagoner laft for t.he States 

on an emergency leave. 
FSG Lowell Bell left for a special 

leave in the stateD following an e;ct;en­
sion to serve with thj.s unit. 

* * * 
lLT Gerald TorOO and SP4 Hartin llatl-

mett are in Japa.n a,Jai"Ging transfer to 
hospitals stateside due to injuries re-
ceived. while flY~.llg. 

* * if 

This month brought several 110,/ faces: 
J·iajor Thomas W. lh"phy, Platoon Lead-

Gr, fron Fort Rucker, Llabar.~ba 
lLT Roy J. Lea tllerberry, pilot 
1101 Dallas HcKee, pilot 
SP5 Gary Bryant, mediC, from . 158th 

/~WARDS 
S I1VER ST.A.l1 

lLT Gerald H. TorOO 

DISTI)o!GUISIlED FLYE1G CROSS 

CPT Charles II. Lewi~ 
CVi2 Kichael L. HcICennn 
CVl2 lrv"..n C. Reid 
SP5 Stephen P. Bebich 
SP5 Michael A. Thorough~ood 
SP4 Gary D. Runge 

BROnZE ST.'I.'l. 

SGT Gare~1 ~. Brookhart 
SPS Lal;rence Harris, Jr. 

AIR :::::Df.L II\T" 

CPT Charles II. Lewis 
SFC Thomas L. Ross 

Assault Helicopter BattaliOl~. 35-38th OW 
SP4 Philip A. Gibson, craw chie!; from l5-25th 010 

HM Robert R. Cloke 
CPT Robert D. Sa1-rycr 
C1-I2 llillia..ll T. Dillard 
CH:( 1'1= E. Tucker 

5th Trans. " 14-15th OLC 
SP4 Pe.r~.: R. He.ncocks, cre,/ dUe:£; from I-14th 010 

5'C;1 Trans. BAH I-7th 010 
SP4 Lee Leland, medic, from 82nd Mr- ' I-5th OW 

borne Division. 2-Jrd 010 
SF4 Robert I·i. Paul, crew ahici", from 1st OLC 

the s"\;ates. DAN 
* ~f * BAH 

Several l1eoole took a shoxot vacation BAli 
c1.ur:.C!1iE,: lle.y," with an R&R or leoave: BAH 

SP5 I·lichael P. HeLme 
SFC Thomas L. Ross 
FFC Richard G. R~U1iol1 
SF4 8te1)hen B. Francis 
lLT Jerry T. Lee 

C11;2£ Irvin Reid--Tokyo BAM 

liOl J a so R. Villarta 
SGT David il. ?rHt 
SP5 Lalrrence Harris 
SP5 Fritz C. Persijn 
SP4 James R. Halters CVl2' Max E. Tuc!~er-To!~o BAl.] 

001 John Blessing-Hawaii 
~JOI. Francis Hichens_Hawa:!.! 
SFt: Thomas L. Ross--Tol~o 
SSG· Keith For.rester-Halla.ii 
SF5 James Johnson-llong Kong 
SP5; KarI il!hite-:Iong Kon'3 
SF4~ Thomas E. Collins-Tol:::yo 

--_ .. __ ....... _---

ARNY CO}1MTI:IIDf.T IOlf }lEIl4.L 

2nd OLC 
1st OLC 

ARCOE 

SFC Thomas L. 
J·rAJ Robert R. 
SP4 Thomas E. 

Ross 
Cloke 
Colllll; 

.{ 

I 
I 



", • ----.------.----1 
A FEW WORDS FRON DUSTOFF 96 

HavinG only bee:1 i!1 c(nmtry for ap­
pro::d.nately hlO wc~.ks, I'm really still 
in the proces:'3 of gsttil1g oriented to' 

. both the terrain and the position. 
I lrd an opportunity to see the fort1-

er Dustoff 96 in Bien floa as he was 
po.Gsin" South and I ,laS heading Hortl1. 
Hajor Bob Cloke and I served together 
D.t Fort Rucker prior to his c..ssign."ilent 
to RVll. 

I requested 
l',onths ago and 
COlilJ.iandin3 tl1i s 
11ext year. 

this acsigl1Dont eight 
I'm looking forward to 
fine unit during the 

One new innove.tion we hope to put to 
use in the near future is the utiliza­
tion of the OH-6 Cayuse helicopter to 
cut dNn< tho. nUT!lber of hoist missions. 
Thin smaller helicopter can evacuate 
'J8.ti_ents in hover holes where use of 
the Huey would be i;:roossible save for 
e. hoist mi_ssion. The Huey ca.'l then 
back11aul De. tients fron the LZ where 
+,he OH_6 tal~€ls them. 

liy best wishes to all former and 
:'lSzut Es.gle Dustoff men and their 
milies . 

I EAGIE DUSTOFF 

. 

is a monthly publicatio'1 of the Air 
, 11mbu..'_ance Platoon, 326th Medical Bn 

EDITOR: SP5 Karl White 
CAl'IT OONIST: SP5 Brian, ~'03x 

. With the departure of CFT Robert L. 
I"lOcl:, Battalion £·ia5.ntena.:;lce Officer, a 
reorgmlizatiol! of our tlai:1tenance has 
no" been put L'lto effect, wi th811iation 
maintenance now workLuG d:Lroctly u-'lder 
the Air AmbL11ance Platoon. CPr ,Iilliam 
Sm!,th:ls the new Bn I·hint Orf and SErveS 

in at advisory capacity concerning avia­
tion maintena11ce as Vlell as te st pilot 
duties. CW3 William Bright1ool6ll heads 
aviation maintenance. 

* * ~~ 
Congra tnla tions are L'l Corder for­

SGT David N. Pritt and bride, former 
Cl>.rroll II. Darden. While home on very 
special leave, SGT Pritt was married 
-on tA..other' s frty. 

" . 

-,--- ------_. 

~---.--.---. 

1-:------------_·_-, 
With a deep' feeling of regret we re­

port that on 13 lhy 1969 an Eagle Dust­
off ship crashed "fter recciv:L'1g enemy 
fire while pulling a hoist mission. 
lLT Gerald H. Torba, who was Ac, was 
wunded and lo.as been rre:lically evacuat­
ed to Japan on his way home. The other 
three cre1<ffismbers, lLT Jerry T. Loe, 
SP4 Ja'l1es L. Hargro and SF4 James R. 
Hal tel's, are liis sing In Action. 

For his heroisJd above ar.d beycnd the' 
call of duty, lLT Torba was presented 
a Silver Star. Similar awaxds are be-" 
ing processed for t11e other qrew reno­
ers. 

. '. 


