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'CHRGHbLst'u? HIGHLIGHTS

The ynar commenced with the ship moored to Hier 9 the San Dlego :
Naval Station prior to three weeks of specialized PBR end helo train--
ing along with the amphlblous training required of all LSTsq

26 JAN. = Undsrway f rom San_Diego to Hewaii enroute to duty to Uietnam

17 MAR ~ Reported to Eommander Nzval Farces Uiatnam fnr duty zs Game
Warden suppnrt Shlp ' n

16 OCT Undermay_for quic Bsy, P. I. for upkesp'aﬁd rapaifs

24 NOV Rasﬁ'and‘ﬁecféatinn in Hong.Kgng

7 DEC - Resumed duty as Game Werden support ship:-




NARRATIVE

Staticn following four weeks'of  shekecown snd refresher trainingd
After three weeks of specialized EBR' snd hélo training along with the
emphibious training required of a1l LSTs; the ship sailed: from Sen Diego.
for Pearl Harbor, Hewaii on-26 January 1967 snroute to the western
Fecific and duty in Vietnam. Selling in compeny with' USS BULLGCK COUNTY
(LST-509) the ship arrived in Hewaii on 5 February and sailed for Guam
on 7 February, Frior to seiling from ths states, GARRETT. CCUNTY had .
loaded twenty ferine bulldozers for delivery to Chu Lei, Republic of

the ship's main deck

The year. 1967 began for GARRETT CCUNTY st Pier 9' of . the San-Diego Naval ' -

Vietnami- In howa{i two Nevy buses were losded cn
for delivery to Vietnam, . S . T

GARRETT COUNTY arrived in Guah in the Mzrisne Islsnds on 22 February and
undsrwent an eight dey upkeep end meintenance evailability ot the Nazval
Ship Repzir Fecility, ‘ oy p :
From Guam she. seiled on 2 Mzrch for Chu Lgi in Vietnam;.aﬁ boiler casuslty
enroute forced é'two:day_emergency‘stop in-Subic Bay, P.:I., for repairs,

Arriving in Chu Lzl on 14 Nerch 1967 the ship off-loeded her cergo at
Cus Ho LST remp and seiled the same night for Vung Teu in company with
; USS KEIPER COUNTY (LST-BS4), The two ships ssiled. to Cuz Viet where
: KERPER COURTY took pert in o piomecr emphibious effort sgainst an gnemy
held tezch.  GARRETT COUNTY stood by es support element until the beach
wes secured.  The landing went smoothly end the ship salled elone for
Vung Teu the night of 15 fizrch, '

Tho ship srrived in Vung Tau on 17 March and reported to Commander
Nevzl Forces Vietnem for duty, #fter » ten dey tender svellebility
-along side USS TUTUILA (ARG-4) she sailed 15 miles south to the mouth
of the Soi Rep River, embzrked River “atrol Section 943, end began full
operstions es a Geme Werden (River Petrol Force) support ship, '

. .

i -~ GARRETT COUNTY deperted stetion on 21 April end procesded to Scigon via

5 the Long Tau River to hnst:the»Comménder'Navél Forces Vietnem Change of
4 . Command Ceremony on boerd cn 27 April.. RADN. Kenneth L,” VETH relieved’

. ALDE Norvell G. WARD as Commender Neval Forces Vietnsm/Chisf Nevel
L Acviscry. Group, Vigitors to the ship For the ceramony. inoluded the
% o Doputy Ul s, Fiilitery Commender in. Vistnam, the Vietnemese Chicf of Npvel

~ Operetions, Commsndant of the. Vietnemess flerine Corps, snd some 25 addiexle
_ tional-sllied officers of. flzg and gen : e IR TR i
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~cnbgerds  The pilot and doorgunner ADJ1 Edward Leuis OTT III,_USN#ﬁ” 

- Flsct gnd. Senztor Stuert Sym ngton of Nissouri ceme zboard. GARRETT:

The‘shlp_departqq;Vung:Téu th2?iﬁa9:aﬁd 5aiied‘soufh tqftﬁé Béésﬁéj

. “ﬂ1usfifd4fe1iah§?Uss HUNTERDON, COUNTY--(L5T-838), River Section 511.°

consisting of’ 10  river partd;;bcats end Helicopter fttzck (Light)
Squadron: 3. Detachment 1 with two ermed UH-18 "Sszwclf" helicopters

embarked on 28 Mey,

While on stesticn in the Bassec River GARRETT COUNTY moved from the
river mouth to o point soms 30 miles upriver whars she opereted for . .
the next five months, During this period the ship stsged combet paﬁ;pié_;
and some 200 helo missions were launchad.from the ships 0On 4 October ¥
GRRRETT COUNTY's flight deck logged its 1000th hele lancings The em-
barked River Patrol Section sccounted for over 60 Viet Cong killed and
countless wounced, : ' T

In eddition to stzging recuelr PBR patrols end helo operetions, the
ship also proved ta be & versetile command end control center and stege.
ing &érss for numerous speciel operztions in the delta, A clandesting
amphibious esseult on the Long Toan Secrst Zons and several SEAL end
cther special opersticns were launched from the ship. GARRETT COUNTY
participsted in Operations Beckdoor, Shellow Dreft IV, Crimson Tida I
and II, and Cpsration Longshot, - -
nt 1720, 21 fugust e helo sttrched to Helicopter Attzck (Light) Squzide
ron 3, Detschmsnt 5 experienced fual pump failure end ditched into

ths Bessec River spproximetely 500 yards sstern of GARRETT COUNTY,

The ship's LCVF wes dispatched end recovered sll four crewmsn.i Drag=-
9ing operations were begun immediately, end the wrsckage wss located

late the next day. A cdemalition tsam arrived snc destroyed the sunken
heliccpter, '

it 0232, 1 September during a night scramble mission in support. of @
Vietnamese Army. cutpost under sttack, a helicopter piloted by LCDR

Robert Dennison JOHNSON, USN, 626423 creshed into the Bassec fliver
immediztely efter tekeoff as a result of the pildt. experiencing vsrtiga,
PBRs end en LCVP quickly rescusd two crewmen; copilot LT Algirdas Vi
BACANSK/S, USN, 644322, &nd doorgunner AE3 Douglszs Wayne LEAF, USN,

998 22 964 LEAF suffored multiple fzeisl contusions and was medevachd.. . -
to Vung Teu while B/CI.NSK.S, who suffered facisl contusions, wes troated

407 55 83 were: not gggqygrgdg:wg

Roy L. JOHNSON,: Commender in Chief, Ui S. Pacific

The officizl perty, which: included: RiON, K
N g e

. Forcesy: Vietnam;




A similsr visit was mace by RADN Henry L.

.On 20 Navenber the ship ssiled for Vung Teu, Republic ijuiatnﬁm erriv-

~on the Co Chien River, Throughout December the ship ranged up end down

12th Figh{;ér ing, steticned at Cem Rznh Bay. L

COUNTY and the embagked 12 officers end 68 enlisted emn with the ship ' - i

‘th&_NQm Yééf_tfﬂce;~“

A similar os WILLER,  Chicf of Informatdon
on 3DﬁSeptémber;m3Ha*elsc'viswed“a.dsmgnstratian_of_riva:fﬁérfare}”
weapons anc tectics, =~ = 7 - e e

Ve

When relisved by USS JENNINGS CCUNTY es Baégec.RiverGamé"Wardeh supporf: ,
ship on 15 Cctobsr, GARRETT COUNTY had completed the longest continuous

on-station sssignment since the insuguretion of Operation Gems Warden,

On 16 Cctober GARRETT COUNTY disemberked River Pztrol Section 522 snd
Helicopter Attack (Light) Squedron 3, Detachment 1, eand sailed far Subic -
Bay, Republic of Philippines for upkeep znc repeirs, erriving szt Subig ¥
Bay on 20 October, Following this maintenance period: the ship zsiled

for Hong Kong on 21 Ngvember for five deys of rest and relexation, the
first scheculed R and R period for the ship since it seiled from San
Diﬁgol' : I - . -

ing on 3 December.’. Following transfer of @ cergo of ship's store items -
ta USS LLANCC CCUNTY (LST-344), GARRETT COUNTY sailed with'ELﬁNCU COUNTY

up the Py Tho River on 5 December, . Aftér River Petrol Section 522 smbarked
st fly Tho an 6 December, the ship moved three milss upriver to Dong Tam

anc emberked Helicopter /itteck (Light) Souscron 3 Detechmant 4)

Cn 7 Décember GEHﬁEfT COUNTY assumed duties s Geme Warden support ship

the Co Chien frequently cdnducting 40MM cannon shore bombardmsnt in
suppert of /RVN ground cperstions and zs » hersssment messurel In zCidim
ticn, SELL cpereticns were rgazin steged from the ship.

Cn 13 December the crew of & River Fetrol Section S22 PBR rescued cna

of two crewmen who ejected from em hir Force F-4C Phantoﬁ,II Jjet shortly
before it plunged inta the Co Chien River, shout 2800 yards from GAARETT ™
COUNTY, The PER, with Gunner's Mate Seconcd Meurice TURFIN =s boat
captaln, was the first cf several smell creft dispztched from GARRETT
COUKTY to rsach the cresh scene. The rascued crewmsn wes CAET @illiam
Takzshi Sekshara, USiF, sttzthed to the 558th Atteck Fighter Squadron, -

*H

The yoer 1967 ended fcr the nine officers and 132 enlisted men of GARRETT -

enchored in the Ce Chien River, Republic of Vietnem, quistly obssrving .. .
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Exhlbit (a)

SPIL'S comphmv - 31 DECEDEER 39§7< _ |
Captain-.........;..}..Liautenant James CoKunz' |
ExecutiVe'foicer.;....Liautanant‘(juniqr Qrade) Eréig P; FDRYAN
First Division.........Lisutenent (juntor grade) G. R. BRINDEL

G DiUiSiOﬁ..c.--..o,.-.Ensign R- D. H/\RR

0 Divisicn‘....;.f{Q...Lisutenant (junior gréde) Se P. LUERAN

o)

DivisioN.ievsssssaas Ensign W, R. HUGHES

Diuisicn......,..;...Lieutenant (Junior grade) D. DONHAW

R Divisithesseansessse.Ligutenant (junior grace) D, J. GRIEVE

S DivisicNesvaseesssssoEnaign Mo W. GUNLEVIE.

FIGST DIVISICN ENLISTED

201 M. Do HINSON - SN W. E. ANDERSGN SN J. L. KIRKLAND
Bhiz C. F. GINTHER SN R. D. B&LL SN D. R. MATTHEWS
B2 fe HIGGIKECGTHAMN SN L. T. BRATTON SN Pe Fe MICHAUD

M2 #. Go KEWBOLD SN M. L. DRAFER _ S& D. D. MONGELLI
BM2 C. RIVEK: SN H. DEAS SR R. h. FCCRI
Bf3 R. L. ALLEN SN S. K, DUNN SN U, S. NRVEY
BE3 L. V. ARNCLD © SN K. F. FELL SN J. SENA
B3 L. Ui, GUICLEY SN M. E. FULTON SN . R, SORNBERGER
BM3 Jo R WAHL SN H. GUICRY SN D. P. STIRES

g : SN H. R. HIXON SN R. J. ST. NICHCLAS
SN C. L. HCLMES SN A. ©. SIMENSCN

SN F. R. JATARILLO

G DIVISIUN ENLISTED

FTGL R. L. WEAVER - GMG3 L. L. BOWERS GMGSN.M.'Ma MCVEY. -
GRG2 T ZOULOS - %77 GHGI S M, MONTENEGRO ~ FTGSN W. D. CUOLAS
FTG2 F,_R.-FL;CH,-] . GMG3 Bu M. WARNER . SN J. R AUTILIC.

" EVANS




0 DIVISICN ENLISTED

GiiC Ge RAGLSKY

RC1 C. K. WILSTEND
ETL T. J. SHAFFER
HML J. L. CCTTINGHAR
Gitz J. Ca SCOTT

SN Me e CRCSS

i GIVISIOCN EMLISTEL

ENC L. HECK

ENZ E. L. KEMFF
ENZ e As BRILEY
Ex2 Tt C. KCERBER
Ef3 Lo Eo LARSON
Ei3 Fo Co RANCLE
Ei3 F. T. RCGLALINSKI
Eil J. RGSKCHH
E41 Re J. SCHUTTA
ENZ J« JLNES

EfiZz 4. Hs LIX

Et:iZz R. L. LAVIS

i DIYTSICN ENLISTED

EMy G. C. NETTLES
SF1 R. . CLINE
SF1 ii. SMITH

ErR2z J. DELATCRAE
MR2 e Co LECNARC

S DIVISICN ENLISTEL

SKt . Re 7{DERANGR
C51 L. J. BENSUN
£S1 J. e S NCERS
SK2 2, L. DILLCN

DKZ . Eo CRONKHITE

C52 E. '« EMEREE
C52 Jo The GiYMONG
SHZ e Jo CCLARERI

RC2 %. Se CRAMION
ETN2 C, . RESSLER
ETR2 F. J. WCCD
HMZ E. RA#LS

Ml J. F. TEEL
ETN3 T, CLSAVAGE

EN3 T. We HRDY
EN3 M. H, SADLER
ENFN J. TAYLCR
ENFN K. W. RCBERTS
ENFN R. A. EGGERT
ENFN F. B. BOEING
ENFA J. YWCHLKUTH
EM2 L. U. WEYLAND
EN3 Lo MAYC

EN3 J. W. SPELETH
EM3 J. D. HICKIMAN

SFF2 J. L. RLLISCN
LC2 D, CCLYER

102 G. J. VAUGHN
Ic3 L. G. KILLIFS

£52 R. L. SALLVINC
€S2 K. S. GCROCN
€53 Me To CLINGER
SH3 J. U. MATHIS
SH3 5. fA. RCSS

SKSN ©. W. WILSON
CKSN F. L. HUTCHINS

. SH2 CCyE

YN3 . W. JCHNSCN
Fied J. Pi. BROWN

FNZ Se J. HAYS

FN3 B. B. GRIMES
RCSN . H. SEVERSON
RESN J. Rs TROTRAN
SN D. K. DRIGGERS

fN R. AGEE

FN J. 5. CCWART

FN E. M. CARTER
FN W. ENGELERT

FN J. Do LUNDSTEN
FA R. T. DLIVER

FN & E. ANDERSCN
FN T, C. FOX

FN'W. T. NCWAKOWSKI
ENFN R: Ao WHLKUF
ENFN Re Pe MARTIND

SFNFA Jo He CALAMIA
FN Ry ke EIERSCN

FAh L. E. ENDRY

FN L. C. TEAGUE

SK Je Ve CVERTGH
Sk E. C. BRCOM

TN £+ R. GELACRUZ
TN J. G. NICOLAS
TN Lo Se FLRAR

TN J. Co QUITILER
TN F. G« TiNG

TN R. T. TIAMZON




Exhibit (k)

ENSARKEL FERSCNNEL 1 GECEYBER 1967

Helicopter /tteck (lLight) Squatlron 3 Cetachment 4

LCIR s Re CL/ARK (CINC)

LT i G. BARKES
LY C. E. HAAN
LTJG H. W, TURKER

CREST J. H. JCNES, Jr,

LDR2 Fo fAHANNGH
ACJIZ Jo Ve BLCKMAR

River i"ctrol Section 522

LT J. E. GYKES, Jr,, (CINC)

LT L& D+ SCHULLER

ENF# L. R. ALKINS
Bfc R, BERTCLUCCI
GMG2 J. CLANFGRD
CHINE . L. BRELDWIN
GiiT3 G. /.. UCUCHER
GIG3 iy SRISTOW
B OFo J. DRCWN
GEG3 L. 4. CALHCCN
(C3 Ge Me CHILLERS
EHFN Mo L. CLATK
GG3 he v CCURTREY
YNSWN E. ¥, CRCSRY
G4 L. G. ECKES
BMC R. /i, EXTUISLE
GriG% Eo e ESCUELS
Ei1 R L. GISKIN
£53 iy GLNZALES
RA3 E. GOSSETT
EEC G. S. GOURART
CLE2 . £, HEINEN
Lidt L. IURATC
GlLG2 e Py SLNES
GEY DL KTOKIE
GMGS Do ¥e KING
Efi3 Mo U, SANCERS
SH J. E. S4&NSCM
G0-C Je No SHAWLIN
SN Se ' SMITH
CH2 Lo G TARVIN

LTJG M. S. LGUY
LTJG ™, J. BULSCN
LTJG T A. ANZALCNE
ENS G. L. MUNSCN

AMS3 A. L. WILSCN
hLJAN S. T, GARLCINER
AN R. Go KLUJ

AN.S. C. FITMAN

LTJG Re W. STRLNCBERG
WCt J. T. CUBCSE

EMG3 J. W. KEITH
GMG3 J. L. LACKEY
BM1 R. T. Like

Bt A LAMCKNT/.GNE
EN3 Ne J. LATINI
GMSN J. He LAKLESS
ENMFN P . LEE

Bf1 Pe Fu. LEE

EXFN No L. LUBLEN
SN B. T, M RTINEZ
B H. W. BAUI

SN J.0. MCGCVERMN
GRC To fis MOXEY
GME3 F o NICHLASI
EN3 i's M. RCEL
GMG3 R. J. CETERS
YNSN G. USTREKC
BYC G. Je CXFCRD
SN R. 0. FAFFCRO
ERFN Mo Go FALMER
SN C. #, +HRRISH
ENFN J. Re FLASTER
EnNT Wo M. PURLY
ENFN Te D4 RCDERTS
GMGZ M. E. TURRPIN
ENFN R. J. WALKER
BMSN D. C, WILSON
GHGZ R. R. WOOTEN
EN3 R+ R. WRAY
ENFN Ge R. WILLIAMS




