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CommendingOt't'icer. USSGARRETT COUNTY 
Chiet' of Naval Oper13ti9ne (OP09B9) 

(LST_786) 

I,N. ~EP~.Y REFER TO': 

LST7B6:RQHig~b 
575i,~'-l ,!... 9' • t~" ',1' Ser -'tA, 

'11 MAil 19,68 

Subj: Command History; submission of (OPNAV REPORT 5750-1) 
Ref: (a> OPNAVINST 5750i12 " 

(b) CINCPACfLTINST 5750.2 

Encl: (1), Chrol)ology cf, Highlights 
(2)' BasiC Narrative 
(3) Documentary Annexes . . ~ . ",. -

1~' In a~t:ordanc~ with the 
enclosures"(1) through' (3) - , , , ~: .. " 

Copy to: 
CINCPACfLT 
COIYJPHIBPAC 
COMLANSHIPfLOT ONE 
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CHRONOLOGY or HIGHLIGHTS 

The Y"6r commenced with the 'ship moor6d to Pier 9 a( the San Diego 
Naval Station prior to three" weeks of specialized PBR and helo train­
ing along with the amphibious tr~ining req'uired of all LSTs~ 

26 JAN. _ Underway from San Diego to Hawaii enroute to duty to Vietnam 

17 MAR Reported to Commander Naval forces Vietnam for duty as Game 
Warden support ship 

16 OCT - Underway for Subic Bey, P. I. for upkesp and repairs 

24 NOV - Rest and Recreation in Hong. Kong 

7 DEC _ Resumed duty as Gams LUerden support ship· 
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BASIC 
, 

The ysar 1967 began for GARR,ETT CCUNTy'at Pier 9.of. the San Di890 Naval 
stati"n following four weeks:.of shekec'own B,nd refresher training! 
After three weeks of specialized P8R:and helo training a1'ong with the 
8mphibious training required of all LSTs; the ship sailed from San Diego 
for P"6rl Harbor, Hawaii on~26 January 1967 enrouts to the UJsstern 
Pcoific and duty in Vietnam. Seiling in ccmpeny UJith USS BULLOCK COUNTY 
(LST_509) the ship arrived in Hawaii on 5 february and sailed for Guam 
on 7 february. Prior to. sailing from the stetes, GARRETT C[!Uf.iTY had .. 
loaded twenty ~;arine bulldozers for delivery to Chu Lai, Republic of 
Vi8tnam~ In heUJa{i'tUJo Navy bUSES were loaded en the' ship's main deck 
for delivery to Vietnam. 

GJ1HRETT COUNTY arrived in Guam in the ~;ariana Islands on 22 February and 
underwsnt an eight dEY upkeep end maintenance availability at the Naval 
~hip Repeir Facility. 

From Guam she sailed on 2 llie.rch for Chu Lai in Vietnam. 
enroute forced e two dey emergency stop in Subic Bay, P. 

A boiler casualty 
I., for repaire. 

Arriving in Chu Lai on 14 lYierch 1967 the ship off-loaded her cl"rgo at 
Cus Ho LST ramp end sailed the same night for Vung Tau iri company with 
USS i<([;PER COUNTY (LST-854). The two ships sailed to CUI" Viet where 
I(E:"PEf1 COUiHY took pert in a pioneer amphibious effort against an enemy 
hold "Gsch. GFlRRE"TT COUNTY stood by as support element until the beach 
VJC·S secured. The lending went smoothly and the ship sailed elone for 
Vung T2U the night of 15 f~e.rch. 

Tho ship arrived in Vung T~u on 17 Merch and reported to Commander 
Nev81 ForcGs Vi~etnam for duty. After a ten dey t&nder eveilobility 
along side USS .TUTUILA (ARG_4) she sailed 15 miles south to the mouth 
of the Soi Rap rUver, emberked RiVET I-atrol SGction 543, and bGgan full 
operDtions as a Game Werdsn (River Patrol Force) support ship. 

GAI1RETT COUNTY depsrted stetion on 21 April end proceeded to Sc,igon via 
the Long Tau River to host the, Commander Neval ForCES Vietnem Change of 
Command Ceromony on board en 27 April. RADfll Kenneth L. VETH reliev6d~ 
:lWr:i iiorvell G. L'JP,RD as Commander Nevel forcGs Vietnam/Chief Naval 
{,,,visery Group. Vi,~j:gr,s,tot.h", ship f9._~,ths ceremon), included the. 
Doputy U.S. r.iilitery Commander iii Vietnam, thE Vietnamese Chi£f of Nevel 
lJpcretions, Commandant;'f the V1etnemes~lnErine Corps'; and some 25-addi~.z.\· 
tional allied officGrs of, .fleg rank. 

~ I 
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The ship depsrted, Vung Tau on 27, n1sysnd sailed south to ,the Bassec River' torelieile USS HUNTERDmJ COUNTY,(LST-838). River Section 511 consisting, of 10 river part~l bDats end Helicopter Attack (Light) SquBdron 3 Detachment 1 with )wo ermed UH-1,8, "SS8wolf" helicopters embc'rked on 28 fliey. 

lVhile on station in the Bassec River GARRETT COUNTY moved from the rivGr mouth to a point some 30 miles upriver where she oporated foi.' , the next five months. During this period the ship staged combat petrois end some 200 helo missions we~e launched, f~om the ship. On 4 Octobtir'l' GAni1E:n COUNTY's flight deck logged its 1000th helo lancing. The em­barked River Petrdl Section eccounted for over 60 Viet Ccng killed and countless wounded. 

In addition to staging regualr PBR patrols end helo opsrEtions, the ship also proved to be a versetile command end control cinter end steg­~,ng erea fcr .numerous speciel operdions in 'the del'ta. A clandestine amphibious aSSFult on the Long Toan Secret Zone and several SEJ:.L end other special operations WEre launched from the ship.' GARRETT COUNTY participated in Operations Beckdoor, Shcllow Draft IV, Crimson Tide I and II, and Cperation Longshot. 

;,t 1720, 21 r,ugust a helo attfched to Helicopter Attcck (Light) Squl',d­ron 3, Detachment 5 experienced fuel pump failure and ditched into the Bassec River approximately 500 yards estern of G~RRETT COUNTY~ Tho ship's LCVP was dispatched and recovered all four crewm6n~ Drag­ging operations were begun immediately, and the wreckage was located late the next dey. ,~demolition team arrived and destroyed the sunken helicopter. 

r,t 0232, 1 September during a night scramble mission in support of e Vi6tn~mes~ Army outpost under attack, a helicopter pilo~ed by LCDR Hobert Dennison JOHNSON, USN, 626423 crc,shed into the Bassec [liver immedietely after takeoff as a result of the pilot, experiencing vertigo. PBRs End en LCVP quickly rescued two crewmen; copilot LT Algirdes V! B[,CANSl<iS, USN, 644322, and aoorgunnsr AE3 Douglas Wayne LE(,F, USN, 998 52 96~, LEfiF suffored !!lul tiple facial contusions and was msd6v6cad, " to Vung TaU while Bi.CI.NSI<;,S, who suffered facial contusions, was troEltcd Gnbo6rc!~ The pilot and doorgunner hDJ1 Edward Louis 'OTT III, USN, , 4875583 UJere'not recovered. 
,.~..,.-.,. -" 

Gn 1 T SGjJt(;mt')6' r r,D~'1 Roy L. JOHNSON, Commender in Chief, u: S. Pacific 
of ~Iissouri came eboa rd GARRETT , 
included, R[, I<enneth 
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rl similar visit was maC/bY Rr.DJl1 Henry L~ ~iILLER, Chief of Information,,;' 
on 30' September. ' He also Vi6VJ6C: a c'smonstratil,n of rivClr warfare, 
weapons end tactics. 

./ '.~ 

L~hen relieved by USS JENNINGS COUNTY as Sassec River Game Warden support 
ship on 15 October, GfiRflETT COUNTY had completed the longest continuous 
on-station assignment sincG the insuguretion of Operation Geme vJarden. 

On 16 October GflRRETT COUNTY disemberked River Petrol Section 522 end 
Helicopter {,ttack (Light) Squadron 3, Detachment 1, and sailed for Subic 
Gay, l1epublic of Philippines for upkeep e,nc' repairs, arriving at Subic 
Bay on 20 October;~ rollowing this maintenance period' the ship Bsiled 
for Hcng Kong on 21 November for five days of rest and relaxation, the 
first scheculcd Rand R period for the ,ship since it, sailed from San 
DiBgo! 

,On 20 Novenber the ship sailed for Vung Tau~ Republic of Vietnem arriv­
ing on 3 December.rcllowinghansfer of a cargo' of ship's store itsms 
to USS E,u,NCO COUNTY (LST-344), GARFIETT COUNTY sailed with 8U,NCO COUNTY 
up the r:iy Tho Hiver on 5 December. Iift6r River Petrol Section 522 embarked 
at r.ly Tho on 6 December, the ship moved three miles upriver to Dong Tam 
Dnd embe'rkod Helicopter i.Heck (Light) Souadron 3 Detachment 4~' 

On 7 DecembGr GAnRETT COUNTY assumed duties 6S Game Warden support ship 
on the Co ChIen River. Throughout December the ship ranged up cnd down 
tho Co Chien frequently conducting 40Jl1~1 cannon shore bombardment in 
support Df i,RVN ground operations end ~s e herassment measure~ In ec:di­
ticn, SE~L cpereticns WEre rgein staged from the ship. 

On 13 Dcc8mber the crEW of 8 River Petrol Section 522 pBR rescued one 
of hID crewmen who ej,.cted from E.n "ir ForcE r -4C Phantom II jet shortly 
bsfore it plunged into the Co Chien hivcr, ebout 2800 yards from GU1FiETT ~ 
COUNTY. The PBR, with Gunner's lY,ete Second jI',euri c:e TURPIN oS boat 
captain,was the first of severel small creft disp"tched from Gf..RRETT. 
COUNTY to rEach the orash scsne. The roscued crGwm~n wes C{iPT vJilliam 
Takeshi Sekehars, US{,r, attei::hed to the 558th litteck righter SquacJroh, 
12th Fighter ing, stationed at Cam Renh Bay. 

-,-
The yea 1967 e~d~d fer the nine officc·rs and 132 6nlist8d~6n of Gr.RRErr 
CIJUNTY and the cmbar.kl1d.12 officers and 68 enlistod emn with the ship 
enchored in the Co 'eF;ls,;' River, Republic' of Vietnam, qUietly observing 
the rJoVJ Y62·r truce. . , 
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. Exhibit (a) -: Ship~ s, company 31 December. 1967., 

Exhibit (b) - E~baked Person'nal 31 Deeemb,:;' 1967 

Exhibit (e) - CON.Nf,VFORV Changs of CommlOnd Program 

Exhibit (d) - Operational Data 
" 

Exhibit (e) - 1967 News RElEasEs 
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Exhibit, (a) 

SHIP S CGMPi,NY - 31 DECEr(,EER 1967< 

Captain ••••• ; ••••••••• Lieuttnant James C. fUNZ' ~ 

EXBcutive Officer •••••• LiGutsnant· (junior grade) Creig p~ hDRYAN 

First Division ••••••••• Lieutanent (junior grade) G. R. 8RINDEL 

G Division ••••......... Ensign ~. tit HflRR 

o Division ••••••• ;" ••••• Lie utenant (junior grade) S. P. LUDEfU,N 

C Qivision •••• ' •••••• , ••• Ensign W. R. HUGHES 
. 

r:: Division ............. Lieutenant (junior gl'ade) D. DONHI'IM 

~ Divisicn ••••••••••••• Lieutenent (junior grad~) D. J. GRIEVE 

S Divisi~n ••••••••••••• Enalgn M. W. CUNLEVIE 

FIRST DIVISICN ENLISTED 

l;r,J ., 
,1. D. HIr,SON SN W. E. J:.NDERSON SN J. L. KIflKL[,ND 

8[<2 ~ F. GINTHER SN .. ' R. D. B{'LL SN D. R. ~l;',TTHEWS 
81112 h. HI GC If,8QTH;'f,1 SN L. T. BRh TTON SN P. h. mCWiUD 
8~~2 .-. G. iiE,J8LLD SN ff,. L. DRh~ER SA D. D. MONGELLI 
BM2 C. RIVERA SN H. DE{'S SR R. k. f,'iCGRI 
8m R. L. ALLEN SN S. K. DUNfv SN U. S. N"VEY 
8[;,3 l. V. ;,flNCLD S" " K. r, 

~. FELL SN J. SEN A 
8f1i3 L- VJ • QUIGLEY SN M. E. FULTON SN P. fl. SORNEERGER 
O~13 J. R. LH1HL SN H. GUIDRY SN D. P. STInES 

SN H. R. HIXON SN R. J. ST. fIlICHCL{,S 
SN C. L. HOLMES SN h. D. SII'IiEf'JSON 
SN F. R. J;N,~';rLLO 

:,' 

f.. DIVISIiN ENLISTED 

FTGl H. l. VJEr, VER GMG3 L. L. BOvJEflS GMGSN M. r,1. MCVEY 
Gr,~G2 T. ;-,nULOS • ..... r .• Gfr.G5·J. M. MONTENEGRO FTGSNvJ. D. C;UOL(.S 
FTG2 F. R. FL.'CH. GMG3 8. f¥: • wr,RNER SNJ. R. !.UTILIC c 

SN fl. T. EVMS.' c· , "".), , 
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o DIVISICN ENLISTED 

QWiC G. RflCC SKY 
RDl C. R. ~ILSTE:C 
ETl T. J. SHI,FFER 
HMl J. L. CCTTI"GI-i;.r,l 
Q",2 J. C. sccn 
Si\J f'l. ,1. CRess 

M DIVISICN ENLISTE~ 

ENe L. HCCI( 
EN2 E. L. KEMT 
OJ2 i1. i-~ • SidlEY 
E[,2 ~ 

l: • C. KCER8ER 
EN3 ~,. E. lARSON 
E!':3 F. C. fll;~J[;lE 

EiJ3 F. T. flCGIUfoJSKI 
Ei~l J. i1l,SKG H 
U!l H. J. SCHunA 
EN2 J. JlNES 
EI,;Z J. H. l.IX 
EI;, 2 R. l. L{,VIS 

n DIVTSICN ENLISTED 

EMl G. O. NETTLES 
sn R. ". CLINE 
sn ,'j. Slc,ITH 
Ef;i2 J. [J~li,TORiIE 

MRZ R. C. lECNi,RD 

~ DIVISICN ENLISTED 

SI(1 " n. ~. i.['EH;:'~.~Gri , . 
CS1 L. J. BEfeseN 
C51 J. tit 

" S. NL ERS 
SK2 I! • L. DILLON 
DI':2 

, 
E • CI,[I~KHITE ..... . 

CS2 E. r: • Ef';8REE 
C32 J. fi, • SI··~-,r,'lCNS 

5'.1,) ,,~ i'.: • J • CCU.!'ERI 

RD2 r::. S. GI1"f;[,ON 
ETN2 C. Ie. RoSSLER 
ETR2 F. J. vlOOD 
H~12 E. 11J,';. L 5 
QM3 .J. f. TEEl 
ETN3 D. ClS,',V;;GE 

EN3 T. W. HRDY 
EN3 1-1. H. S[;DlER 
ENfN J. TAYLOR 
ENrN K. W.RC8EIHS 
ENrN R. A. EGGEFlT 
EI;tN r. B. BOEING 
ENth J. ,lCHLIl'iUTH 
EM2 L. D. L::EYlhND 
EN3 l. MAYO 
EN3 J. w; SP{,ETH 
EII13 J. D. HICKlflhN 

srr2 J. L. ~LlISCN 
DC2 D. CClYER 
IC2 G. J. Vr,UGHN 
IC3 G. G. KIlLIfS 

C52 R. l. Sf,lVINC 
CS2 K. S. GORDON 
CS3 ~1. D. CUfJGER 
SH3 J. D. ~1i,THIS 

SH3 S. n. Ress 
SKSN c. LIJ • WILSON 
CKSh' r. l. HUTCHI NS 
SH2 CO; E 

2 

YN3 W. W. JOHNSON 
~·N3 J. r:;. 8ii01JJN 
r'fJ2 S. J. Hr,YS 
PN3 8. 8. GRIMES 
R~SN J,. H. SEVERSON 
RDSN J. R. TRomAN 
SN D. K. DRIGGERS 

rN R. [;GEE 
F'N J. 5. C['WhRT 
fN E. rn. C(IRTER 
F'N Ill. OJGELERT 
1"11 J. D. LUNDSTEN 
rf. R. T. DLlVEH 
rN D. N. VE;,~jQERD 

F'N J E. hNDERSCN 
F'N r. c. rox 
rNIIJ. T. NC,J{'KmlSKI 
ENrN R. A. l~i,lKUF 

ENF'N R. P. M/ii1TI NO 

sr~ni J. H. Ciolhf'HA 
rN R. h. ~IERSCN 
r A L. E. Err,BRY 
rN l. C. TEI.GUE 

SN J. V. eVERTON 
SN Eo c. GReOf,1 
TN ,~ . R. DELI,CRUZ 
TN J. G. NICC:U.S 
TN l. 5. PI,RMl 
TN J. C. QUITIlEN 
TN r. c. nNO 
TN n. T. TI lifl;ZGfj 
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> • Exhibit (b) 

fI:18f,RKEL. i'ERS[,NNEL 31 GECE!Y:SER 1967 

Helicopter ;,tteck (Light) Squadron 3 C stachment 4 

LCER ~. R. CL~RK (CINC) 
L T ~'.1. G. Bf..i1NES 
L TO. E. HAM, 
LTJG H. l'J. TLJRNEFi 

[,[:,S1 J. H. JONES, Jr. 
CS1 ','J. H. JCHNseN 
[1DH2 F. !>. r:;t,H{~NrJ':IH 
['OJ 3 J. V. Hr,CK~iAN 

LT J. E. DYKES, Jr .. (OINC) 
L T L:. [). SCHULLER 

EfJFN C. R. hCKINS 
SMc R. CERTCLUCCI 
GmG3 j. CL~NrOR~ 
Giflf,3 ~" < L. nf.LLWlh! 
G:;~3 G. "~'I ~(UCHER 
G{,:G3 ;}. '.':hI S'(".JAI 
Cr;:1 F. J .. CROWN 
Gf'!G3 [;. to) ~ Ci~L,""~C(N 
omcs G. N. CHILLERS 
E !'J("j,! m. L. CLf,i"iK 
0[[,G3 r,. j'. CCUiHNEY 
YNSN E. t. CRCSBY 
or,o, 1 L. G. ECKES 
8rtiC 11. {i. Ei(T.~ISLE 
Glf: G3 E. ;." ESC UEU, 
E~1 ~. L. G;SKIN 
Eii3 ;. GUiZi,LES 
Di,3 r::. GOSSETT 
5MC G. S. GCURART 
G~~G3 ~. E. HEINEN 
cr,,'1 C. IURi,Te 
G~iG2 I_i P. JLNES 
[i[.~; G, Kn;,KIE 
Gf,G:"; D. U. KING 
l:Jfi3 /'1. U. Sid~CEHS 
SN J. E. Si;~JS[M 
C[,·C J. II;. SH;',t~LIN 
SN ;:;. ;:'. SfriITH 
[;:2 I.. G. TAHVIN 
Glo,n R. K. ZIMMERMAN 

LTJG M. S. LCUY 
LTJG M. J. BULSCN 
LTJ G T. {,. hNZALCNE 
ENS G. L. MUNSCN 

~MS3 A. L. WILSCN 
~GJAN S. D. GARCINER 
[,N R. G. KLUJ 
hN. S. C. ;:ITMhN 

LTJG R. OJ. STrU,ND8ERC 
W01 J. T. DUBOSE 

GMG3 J. W. KEITH 
G~;G3 J. L. L,~CKEY 
BM1 R. T. Li,j'I,B 
8m1 A. LAMCNT~GNE 
EN3 N. J. l(,TINI 
or,1SN J. H. L':'WLESS 
ENfN P. VJ. LEE 
Ef,11 P. f. LEE 
E:(fN N. L. LL8[EN 
SN [". T. 111, flTINEZ 
Br~1 H. w. ~'r.uI 
SN :J. [. [r:CGCVERN 
QI',C T. {;. fo1CXEY 
G[f;G3 c. NICHiLi,SI 
EN3 f. f~. iJCEL 
GMG3 R. J. CETERS 
nlSN G. GSTREKC 
GII\C G. J. CX!'CR[; 
SN R. O. f~fronv 
ENFN ~. O. IAcMER 
SN C. W. ~~RRISH 
ENfN J. R. i-HSTER 
E1J1 t'i. M. PURC,Y 
ENFN T. D. Rl8ERTS 
GMG2 r,1. Eo TURPIN 
ENFN R. J. WALKER 
BMSN D. C. WILSON 
G~G2 R. R. WOOTEN 
EN3 R. R. '.:.JRAY 
E~FN G. A. WILLIAMS 

. , 
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