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U.S.S. HARNETT COUNTY (LST-821)
FLEET POST OFFICE

SAN FRANCISCO. CALIFORNIA 96601 IN REPLY REFER TO:
LST821/WPA:cy
b Ser: () ]_:3
28 FEB 1970

From: Commanding Officer, USS HARNETT COUNTY (LST 821)
To: Director of Naval History

Subj: Command History for 1969; submission of (U)

Ref: (a)
Encl: (1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)
(6)
(N
(8)
1. (U) In
submitted.
Copy to:
CINCPACFLT

OPNAVINST 5750.12A

Chronology of ocutstanding events

Basic narrative

Documentary annexes

GIANT SLINGSHOT standing orders

OPERATION SEARCHTURN standing orders

Welcome aboard USS HARNETT COUNTY (LST 821)

Picture LCDR F. M., KIRK, Jr., Commanding Officer USS HARNETT
COUNTY (LST 821)

Picture USS HARNETT COUNTY (LST 821)

accordance with reference (a), enclosures (1) through (8) are

F. M. KIRK, Jr.

COMLANSHIPFLOT ONE




CHRONOLOGY OF OUTSTANDING EVENTS

1 Jan

5 Jan

23 Jan

2 Feb

22 Feb

23 Feb

27 Feb
1 Mar

3 Mar

4 Mar

aROUP-4
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Anchored in anchorage XS617756, Vam Co Dong River,
immediately South of the Ben Luc bridge, Republic of
Vietnam. The ship is moored to a steel I-beam tripod
in the river channel.

During a strong ebb flow, the metal pilings collapsed
setting the ship adrift. The ship reanchored with the
bow anchor upstream and the stern anchor downstream.

Commander Naval Forces Vietnam and Commander River Patrol
Force Vietnam arrived on board to make an awards
presentation to members of RIVDIV 593.

Commander Naval Forces Vietnam arrived on hoard for a
visit.

RAID 71 composed of seven VNN ASPB's, four VNN Tango
boats, and one VNN Monitor boat came alongside. This
marked a new support role for HARNETT COUNTY: Accelerated
Turnover of Assets to the Vietnamese (ACTOV) transition
support,

General Quarters sounded at 0211H.

The ship was visited by RADM JACKSON (CINCPACFLT Main=-
tenance Officer) and COMNAVFORV Maintenance Officer.

General Quarters sounded at 2249H.
Conducted Naval Gunfire Support Mission (NGFS).
Conducted NGFS.

General Quarters sounded at 0006H in response to 107MM
rocket attack on WESTERN EAGLE dredge located 1000 yards
to the South. Served as a WESTERN EAGLE receiving station
for wounded personnel until MEDEVAC arrived.

Commander Naval Forces Vietnam visited the ship.

Conducted experiment to rid the western bank of the Vam Co
Dong of nippa palm. The ship sprayed diesel oil on the

bank and was followed by a "Zippo" to ignite the oil,

Results were poor because depth of the spray was insufficient
and the nippa palm was green.

Conducted NGFS.
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Conducted NGFS.

6 Mar Deck sentry spotted two lines extending from the area of
the starboard screw guard toward the east bank. Investi-
gatlon revealed a dummy flotation mine consisting of two
mud filled, five gallon drums and flotation logs.

Conducted NGFS.
7 Mar Ship was visited by Commander Naval Forces Vietnam.

Conducted NGFS.

9 Mar Conducted NGFS.
10 Mar Conducted NGFS.,
12 Mar General Quarters sounded at 2257H.

Conducted NGFS5.

13 Mar Conducted NGFS.

General Quarters sounded at 2300H.
14 Mar Conducted NGFS.

General Quarters sounded at 2205H.

15 Mar At 0045H ship was hit port side at frame 35, main deck, by e
107MM rocket fired from the west bank. Projectile passed o
through the wardroom, pantry, and the Captain's anteroom.

The warhead detonated upon hitting the wardroom air con-
ditioner. Extensive damage to the wardroom. Personnel
casualtles were: HM1 Harrison J. THOMSON, USN, 761 02 70,

with several fragmentation wounds, B3 Michael T. HOBLIN,
USNR, B96 10 74, with several fragmentation wounds, TN
Reynalde D. ASBAN, USN, B89 04 38, with slight fragmentation
wounds, and Robert FOERSTERN, civilian technical assistant
from Naval Research Develcpment Unit Vietnam with

several fragmentation wounds. Damage was quickly investigated
and brought under control.
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17

18

19

21

22

23

24

25 Mar

26

Mar

Mar

Mar

Mar

Mar

Mar

Mar

Mar

Mar

MEDEVAC helicopter evacuated THOMSON, HOBLIN, and
FOERNSTERN to Third Field Hospital at O115H.

General Quarters sounded at 2010H.

Conducted NGFS.

General Quarters sounded at 0225H.

Conducted NGFS.

Conducted NGFS.

General Quarters sounded at 2121H,

Conducted NGFS.

General Quarters sounded at 2141H.

General Quarters sounded at 2319H. Observed movement

on the west bank at 2359H in the same area from which the

ship was attacked on 15 March.

Commenced firing M-16 and M~79 grenade launchers from the
bridge at the movement on the west bank.

0200H, the ship was hit on the starboard amidships boat
boom by a 107MM rocket fired from the west bank. Shrapnel
damaged an RVN ASPB (HQ5112) and ruptured two barrels of
lube 0i1(9250). SN VO VAN HAN, 6556A701H51, VNN, died from
shrapnel wounds: SN Allen G. BATES, USNR, B38 23 23,
received shrapnel wounds, and BM3 David MORRIS, USNR, B33
11 39, received shrapnel wounds. Both USN personnel were
treated and returned to duty.

At 04234 the starboard deck sentry, SN Robert K. O'BRIEN,
USN, B1l 94 12, suffered a bullet wound in the right knee
when his .45 caliber pistol accidentally discharged. O'BRIEN
MEDEVAC'ed to the Third Field Hospital, condition good.

The ship was visited by Commander Naval Forces, Vietnam.
Conducted NGFS.

General Quarters sounded at 0345H when the WESTERN EAGLE
dredge located 2500 yards to the south came under attack.

Conducted NGFS.




28 Mar

30 Mar

31 Mar

1 Apr
2 Apr
3 Apr

4 Apr

6 Apr

7 Apr

8 Apr

9 Apr

10 Apr
11 Apr
12 Apr

13 Apr

General Quarters sounded at 2020H:h
Conducted NGFS.
Conducted NGFS,
General Quarteré sounded at 0129H.
Conducted NGFS.

Scrambled two PBR's and vectored Navy SEAWOLF helicopters
to coordinates X5631712, upon discovery of enemy bunker.

Conducted NGFS.

Conducted NGFS.

Conducted NGFS.

Conducted NGFS.

Commander Naval Forces Vietnam arrived on board for
memorial services for LCDR Carl J. PETERSON, USN,
(CTU 194.9.0) who was killed in action.

Conducted NGFS.

Conducted NGFS.

The Honorable John TOWER, U.S. Senator from Texas and
Commander Naval Forces Vietnam arrived on board for a
visit.

Conducted NGFS.

Conducted NGFS.

General Quarters sounded at 2105H.

General Quérters sounded at 2033H.

Conducted NGFS.

Conducted NGFS.

Conducted NGFS.

Conducted NGFS. i fﬁi
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General Quarter sounded at 2108H
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The ship took up station in the Gulf of Thailland, offshore Rach G1a, on
11 August. The first of two tragedys struck two days later. While on an
early morning scramble, SEAWOLF helicopter 331 crashed about 200 yards off the
starboard beam. It was dark and the weather was rough, with no horizon. A
quick response by the ship's ready lifeboat resulted in the recovery of the two
pilots, LTJG John MANN and LTJG Bud BARNES, and one of the crew, A03 M. M,
COLEMAN. The body of the other crewmember, AMH3 Richard BROWN, was recovered with
the wreckage of the plane on 15 August. Rough seas hampered rescue operations.
An EOD team from Saigon was sent to help the ships LCVP's in the search.

The second crash on 15 September was almost identical in nature with some-

what similar weather conditions. Both crewmen, ATl Robert J. ARNOLD, and ATN3
Stephen A. JOHNSON were killed. The pilots, LTJG Kenneth J. LOWE and LTJG

Robert M. FOSTER were seriously injured and both were MEDEVAC'ed. The wreckage
was not raised until 17 September although the bodies of ARNOLD and JOHNSON

were removed a day earlier. The result of these two incidents was an experiment
in providing artificial illumination of the horizon to help prevent disorientation
on particularly dark nights. The ship's gunners fired two rounds of 81MM mortar
illumination off the beam of the ship and in the direction of launch. The results
were an excellent horizon that allowed safe launching on even the darkest of
nights,

On 17 August, HARNETT COUNTY became the first of her class LST to log 5,000
accident free helicopter landings. The landing was celebrated by a huge cake
with the number - 5000.

Since taking station on 9 August, the ship had been experiencing inter-
mittant heavy seas. On the night of 1 September a Mark 1 PBR (Hull #102)
swamped and capsized alongside. Winds were at or just below gale force with
seas of 8 to 12 feet. Although additional lines were secured, the boat could
not be saved and sunk on 2 September. The wreckage was marked with buoys but
these did not survive the rough weather either. The search continued until the
first week of October with negative results. New policy was instituted for bad
weather--PBR's would seek shelter at their ATSB's on the canals of Kien Giang
Province.

For the duration of HARNETT COUNTY's participation in OPERATION SEARCHTURN,
we received most of our support from the AFS's. These replenishments with
USS MARS (AFS 1),USS NIAGARA FALLS(AFS 3) and USS WHITE PLAINS (AFS 4)
necessitated a short trip to An Thoi off Phu Quoc Island. Also located at
An Thoi was the USS TUTUILA (ARG 4) who served as our repair ship. The "TUT"
rendered outstanding services and support for HARNETT COUNTY. Smaller amounts
of supplies were brought to the ship on station by USS BRULE (AKL 28) and
USS MARK( AKL 12). We also refueled on station from several small tankers.

On 29 October RIVDIV 553 embarked on HARNETT COUNTY. Thils move necessitated
several runs by the ship's LCVP into Kien Son, 553's ATSB, for the purpose of
moving supplies. Kien Son was maintained and kept constantly manned.. This
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presented some interesting problems on Thanksgiving and Christmas. The
Supply Department of HARNETT COUNTY along with HA(L) 3 DET 8 flew turkey
dinners with all the trimmings to the happy sailors.

On 17 November, LCDR Kenneth J. WARDEN was relieved as Commanding
Officer by LT F. M. KIRK, Jr. ‘

In late December HARNETT COUNTY took on yet another task, that of
supporting a group of PCF's. CTU 115.4.1 with 5 PCF's embarked on 29
December and it was not unusual to have five PCF's brested out port side
aft.
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Operational Statistics

(1) Number of helo recoveries in 1969 : 1,548
(2) Number of helo recoveries to date 5,808
(3) Number of times underway 73
(4) PBR patrols conducted . 1,624
(5) Helo patrols conducted ‘ T 432
(6) MEDIVAC (dust off) 68
(7) Helicopter Scrambles " 63
(8) TTY Traffic
(a) Incoming : 22,134
(b) Outgoing ' 14,161
(c) Total 36,295
(9) Ammunition Expended
(a) HARNETT COUNTY
8IMM illumination ' 957
45 caliber . 1,052
Pop flares 226
4OMM White Star 32
40MM HE-I-T 16,119
5.56MM 38,895
50 caliber 600
12 gauge shotgun 0
(b) Embarked Units
50 caliber 153,700
45 caliber 550
38 caliber 800
7.62MM 498,390
5.56MM 61,470
- 4OMM grenades 26,264
60MM mortar 210
Offensive grenades 8,107
Pop flares 3,928
40MM White Star 0
Smoke grenades 344
12 gauge shotgun _ 2,161
TNT blocks 13,387
Annex A
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