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. ~fDENTIAL (Unclassified when enclosures are removed) 

From: Commanding Officer, USS HARNETT COUNTY (LST 821) 
To: Director of Naval History 

Subj: Command History for 1969; submission of (U) 

Ref: (a) OPNAVINST 5750.12A 

Enc1: (1) Chronology of outstanding events 
(2) Basic narrative 
(3) Documentary annexes 
(4) GIANT S~INGSHOT standing orders 
(5) OPERATION SEARCHTURN standing orders 
(6) Welcome aboard USS HARNETT COUNTY (LST 821) 

IN REP~Y REFER TO: 

LST821/WPA:cy 
5750 -
Ser: 012 
t8 FEB 1970 

(7) Picture LCDR F. M. KIRK, Jr., Commanding Officer USS HARNETT 
COUNTY (LST 821) 

(8) Picture USS HARNETT COUNTY (LST 821) 

1. (U) In accordance with reference (a), enclosures (1) through (8) are 
submitted. 

Copy to: 
CINCPACFLT 
CONLANSHIPFLOT ONE 

F. N. KIRK, Jr. 
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CHRONOLOGY OF OUTSTANDING EVENTS 

I Jan 

5 Jan 

23 Jan 

2 Feb 

22 Feb 

23 Feb 

27 Feb 

I Mar 

3 Mar 

4 Mar 

IlRO\JP-4 

Anchored in anchorage XS617756, Vam Co Dong River, 
immediately South of the Ben Luc bridge, Republic of 
Vietnam. The ship is moored to a steel I-beam tripod 
in the river channel. 

During a strong ebb flow, the metal pilings collapsed 
setting the ship adrift. The ship reanchored with the 
bow anchor upstream and the stern anchor downstream. 

Commander Naval Forces Vietnam and Commander River Patrol 
Force Vietnam arrived on board to make an awards 
presentation to members of RIVDIV 593. 

Commander Naval Forces Vietnam arrived on board for a 
visit. 

RAID 71 composed of seven VNN ASPB's, four VNN Tango 
boats, and one VNN Monitor boat came alongside. This 
marked a new support role for HARNETT COUNTY: Accelerated 
Turnover of Assets to the Vietnamese (ACTOV) transition 
support. 

General Quarters sounded at 0211H. 

The ship was visited by RADM JACKSON (CINCPACFLT Main­
tenance Officer) and COMNAVFORV Maintenance Officer. 

General Quarters sounded at 2249H. 

Conducted Naval Gunfire Support Mission (NGFS). 

Conducted NGFS. 

General Quarters sounded at 0006H in response to 107MM 
rocket attack on WESTERN EAGLE dredge located 1000 yards 
to the South. Served as a WESTERN EAGLE receiving station 
for wounded personnel until MEDEVAC arrived. 

Commander Naval Forces Vietnam visited the ship. 

Conducted experiment to rid the western bank of the Vam Co 
Dong of nippa palm. The ship sprayed diesel oil on the 
bank and was followed by a "Zippo" to ignite the oil. 
Results were poor because depth of the spray was insufficient 
and the nippa palm was green. 

Conducted NGFS. 
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6 Mar 

7 Mar 

9 Mar 

10 Mar 

12 Mar 

13 Mar 

14 Mar 

15 Mar 

Deck sentry spotted two lines extending from the area of 
the starboard screw guard toward the east bank. Investi­
gation revealed a dummy flotation mine consisting of two 
mud filled, five gallon drums and flotation logs. 

Conducted NGFS. 

Ship was visited by Commander Naval Forces Vietnam. 

Conducted NGFS. 

Conducted NGFS. 

Conducted NGFS. 

General Quarters sounded at 2257H. 

Conducted NGFS. 

Conducted NGFS. 

General Quarters sounded at 2300H. 

Conducted NGFS. 

General Quarters sounded at 2205H. 

At 0045H ship was hit port side at frame 35, main deck, by 
107MM rocket fired from the west bank. Projectile passed 
through the wardroom, pan~ry, and the Captain's anteroom. 
The warhead detonated upon hitting the wardroom air con­
ditioner. Extensive damage to the wardroom. Personnel 
casualties were: HM1 Harrison J. THOMSON, USN, 761 02 70, 
with several fragmentation wounds, HM3 Michael T. HOBLIN, 
USNR, B96 10 74, with several fragmentation wounds, TN 
Reyna1do D. ASBAN, USN, B89 04 38, with slight fragmentation 
wounds, and Robert FOERSTERN, civilian technical assistant 
from Naval Research Development Unit Vietnam with 
several fragmentation wounds. Damage was quickly investigated 
and brought under control. 
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1rnlt'~'~E!~~(\'; r:: r~rrn lW!f;;t12J.::c.[jJ~0:V lJU I.L'::'~ 
15 Mar MEDEVAC helicopter evacuated THOMSON, HOBLIN, and 

FOERNSTERN to Third Field Hospital at 0115H. 

16 Mar 

17 Mar 

18 Mar 

19 Mar 

21 Mar 

22 Mar 

23 Mar 

24 Mar 

25 Mar 

26 Mar 

General Quarters sounded at 20l0H. 

Conducted NGFS. 

General Quarters sounded at 0225H. 

Conducted NGFS. 

Conducted NGFS. 

General Quarters sounded at 2l2lH. 

Conducted NGFS. 

General Quarters sounded at 2l4lH. 

General Quarters sounded at 23l9H. Observed movement 
on the west bank at 2359H in the same area from which the 
ship was attacked on 15 March. 

Commenced firing M-16 and M-79 grenade launchers from the 
bridge at the movement on the west bank. 

0200H, the ship was hit on the starboard amidships boat 
boom by a 107MM rocket fired from the west bank. Shrapnel 
damaged an RVN ASPB (HQ5ll2) and ruptured two barrels of 
lube oil(9250). SN VO VAN HAN, 6556A70lH5l, VNN, died from 
shrapnel wounds: SN Allen G. BATES, USNR, B38 23 23, 
received shrapnel wounds, and BM3 David MORRIS, USNR, B33 
11 39, received shrapnel wounds. Both USN personnel were 
treated and returned to duty. 

At 0423H the starboard deck sentry, SN Robert K. O'BRIEN, 
USN, Bll 94 12, suffered a bullet wound in the right knee 
when his .45 caliber pistol accidentally discharged. O'BRIEN 
MEDEVAC'ed to the Third Field Hospital, condition good. 

The ship was visited by Commander Naval Forces, Vietnam. 

Conducted NGFS. 

General Quarters sounded at 0345H when the WESTERN EAGLE 
dredge located 2500 yards to the south came under attack. 

Conducted NGFS. 
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27 Mar 

28 Mar 

30 Mar 

31 Mar 

1 Apr 

2 Apr 

3 Apr 

4 Apr 

6 Apr 

7 Apr 

8 Apr 

9 Apr 

10 Apr 

11 Apr 

12 Apr 

13 Apr 

~. 

General Quarters sounded at 2020H. 

Conducted NGFS. 

Conducted NGFS. 

General Quarters sounded at 0129H. 

Conducted NGFS. 

Scrambled two PBR's and vectored Navy SEAWOLF helicopters 
to coordinates XS63l7l2, upon discovery of enemy bunker. 

Conducted NGFS. 

Conducted NGFS. 

Conducted NGFS. 

Conducted NGFS. 

Commander Naval Forces Vietnam arrived on board for 
memorial services for LCDR Carl J. PETERSON, USN, 
(CTU 194.9.0) who was killed in action. 

Conducted NGFS. 

Conducted NGFS. 

The Honorable John TOWER, U.S. Senator from Texas and 
Commander Naval Forces Vietnam arrived on board for a 
visit. 

Conducted NGFS. 

Conducted NGFS. 

General Quarters sounded at 2l0SH. 

General Quarters sounded at 2033H. 

Conducted NGFS. 

Conducted NGFS. 

Conducted NGFS. 

Conducted NGFS. 

General Quarter sounded at 
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14 Apr 

16 Apr 

17 Apr 

18 Apr 

' 19 Apr 

20 Apr 

21 Apr 

22 Apr 

23 Apr 

24 Apr 
, '. 

~ 

25 Apr 

26 Apr 

'" Conduc"fed NGFS. 

Conducted NGFS. 

Conduct~d NGFS. ' 

BM2 Ralph'C. ;~SEY, USN, 686 34' 59, Boat ~Captain for 
MSM' 17 was lost ' overboard when a TNT block e~poloded. 
The body was no~ recovered and he was presumed dead. 
GMG3 David L. STARK, USN, 917 AI. 40, received shrapnel 
wounds, prognosis good. 
~ , 

Condufted, NGFS., 

Conducted NGFS. 

Conducted NGFS. 

Conducted NGFS. 

Conducted NGFS. 

Conducted NGFS. 

Conducted NGFS. 

General Quarters sounded 'at 2256H. Class ALFA fire in 
compartment B-302-AE (Gyro Room). Fire was immediately 
under control and oyerhaule~. Noc,~teria1 da~ge • 

. ::. ' 

• 

Conducted N,GFS. '!. ... -: 1· 

General Quarters sounded at l525H. Class; CHARLIE fire' 
i~ number 2 AC generator room: Firemain ' abo~e the 
switchboard ruptured causing considerable damage. F'ire 
immediately brought ' I¥lder control. Switchba',ird was later 
restored to full opetation. ": 

.. 



2 May 
• 

6 May 

17 ~ay 

19 May 

19 May 

29 May 
, 

6 Ju;L 

11 Jul 

,17 Jul 

18 Jul 

25 Jul 

6 Aug 

. ,,' 
7 Aug 

8 Aug 

, I"' 

• 

Underway fo~ Vung Tau, RVN • 

• 'Moored to the Long ~ier at Vung Tau, RVN, 

• 

• 

. 
:':~~~~:'-~ 

, . " .. 

Shlfte~ anchorage from Long 
Vung Tau harbor,. RvN. • ,-. ~. -

Underway fqr SRF, Y6~osuka, Japan'. 

¥ .. ";:. ~ 

Buoy: Number 
..; .::.- - . 9 'in , 

• 
Arrived Tokyo Wan, Yokosuka, Japan. Commenced offloadipg 
ammunition in preparation for overhaul. . " 

,. 1"';': .\c. I 

"Moored outboard of USS PARK cotiNTY (LST 1077). 

. ' 
Shifted moorage t o Drydock .4. 

-' y 

Shifted, Jl!oorage to p'ier 6,. Berth 

Commenced ready for sea trials. 

Commander Landing Ship Flotilla ONE,. Commodore PEREZ, 
conducted a personnel inspection onboard USS HARNETT 
COUNTY. 

COMLANSHIPFLOT ONE conducted administrative inspection. 

Underway. for Vung Tau, RVN. 
. . ;.. ... - ":.,: .. 

" 

Beached at LST slip number 2, Vung Tau'; Republic ~,f ' , ; 
Vietnam, and commenced loading ammunition, mail ,and ;., ..... 
supplies. ?" '. -. , •• ' ::. - -~. j.::': ~4 .. \..;' 

~.. .~ . 
{' "' .. ., ~"., . ..;~ .. ",' ~~~.''; 

General Quarters sounded at 07l8~ for Transit of the .... 
Soirap River tP .JtP!' Be, RVN. ; ... ;i, "',' 

- . -. . l~ '.' ,. :,";:.-1' 

Anchored the, Soi'rap' , IHver, . Nha Be, RVN, to t1!;ke on<fuel? 
an.f water from yW i28. "', - -;'.,,-> 

': ~.:. 
Und~rway for Vung Tau, RVN; 

~ 

, .. ~n,<:I~o;ced' in. VUIig- Tau , ~rbor , 
- .....•. 



9 Aug 

11 Aug 

. I 

13 Aug 

14 Aug 

15 Aug 
, -

~.!. 

17 Aug 
• 

.. 

".' " 

• Underway for_station in the Gulf of Thailand, offshore 
Rach Gia, R.VN. 

'''' ' Anchored grid posit, VS740l50, G~f ' of Thailand, off~ 
. - -' • l: 

shore Rach Gia, RVN. Assumed support ~f !ask .Group 
194.3 and RrvDIV's' 5lY 'and .553" 

Launched SEAWOLF helicopter 331 on a scramble two at 
06l7H. Af~er about fifteen seconds in the air the helicopter 
crashed about 2QO yards off the starboard beam at lat 10· -
45'N, Long 104· , - 47.8'E, and sank in three fathoms of ' 
w;'ter. 'The ship'';, LCvP Number 1 was patrolling at the , 
time and ' :immediately went to 'the scene to rec"6ver survivors 
while the br'idge illuminated the area. SEAWOLF helicopter 
319 circled overhead having taken off before ' 331. Three 
of the crew were recovered: ·the pilot" .LTJG John E. MANN; 
,the co-pilot, LTJG Bu~ B4RNES; a~d d~or gunner A03 M. M. 
COLEMAN. A03 COLEMAN: sUffered cuts about the 'mouth and 
'fracture of'the right leg. ' He' was evacW!ited to the 29th ' 
Evacuation Center, Binh Thuy • • Mount~ 81 began to fire 
illumination mortar rounds to assist in the search for 
the missing man, AMH3 Richard L. BROWN. 

The search continued the rest of the morning and day with 
no success. The ship's LCVP's began to grappel in an 
attempt to hook the downed helicopter. 

Continued to search for the wreckage. _EOD "team from: , 
Saigon Came out t 'o assist in diving op~rations. ShIp's 
L~ Number 1 located the wreckag'e at l640H. With, 
divers securing the lifting ' straps, th~; ship's cargo 
boom was used to bring aboard rotor, rotor assembly, a~d 
transmission. Recovery operations ceas~i due to 
darkness. 

The remainder of the heli~opter was 
,1433l!. , The body of AMH3 Richard L. 
wa~ removed 'fromtlie ~eckage. 

At 2027H HARNETT CO~Y became 

:,... ,. --" -' ... ' -:. 
brougll«a~oii~d,;:llt 

BROWN,USNR, B8l.,3 



'. ~ 

8arerm .. 
31 Aug Underway.. for An Titoi; Phu Quoc 

. -with USS NIMh FALLS (hS 3). 
Island, RVN, for INREP 
Returned to station. 

], Sept~ 

2 Sept 

S Sept 

6 Sept 

, 
8 Sept 

10 Sept 

lS Sept 

• 

o· 

16 Sept 
~ 

," . . .;..~ 
• 

~ .. -. 

17 Sept 

. . " 
Duri..Iig heavy seas with wiri gl!sts' to ,,4's "1i:noiOs, PBR '192, ' ~_ 
a Ma"rIe I hull" at.tached tOA!tIVPIV S!~ s~amped and capsized, :­
aI~ngside; Addi~ional lines were secu~ed, to the boat to . 
hold it alongside • 

• '~ .... _ oJ 

Continued high wind~ and seas precluded recovery operations 
and a1; ll45H., PBR 102 ~egan to. break up and eventually 
sank. The wreckage was marked by buoys. , 
" :.: 
Rec~ived ammunition and PBR parts from USS BRULE (AKL 28). 

Underway for An Thoi, Phu Quoc Island, RVN, to make 
repairs to the whip. winch for the 10 ton boom with technica~ 
a~istance from U~S TUTUILA (ARG ,~.l"; ~ '-

~ 

:),jo. - ... 

Returned to station in the Guif of IhaiIand. 
r 

Commander Task Force 116, Captain FAULK; vi~ited 
HARNETT COUNTY. 

At 2200H during a Scramble two, Seawolf 302 crashed about 
SOO yards frOm ship after lift off. The ship's boats 
and PBR's searched the crash site recovering two pilots. 
Illumination was provided by search lights, pop flares, 
and 81MM mortar. Additional air and ' boat units were 
provided by USS GARRETT COUNTY (LST 8,36). Personnel 
casUalties included the piiot, 'LTJG Kenneth J. LOWE, 722939, 
who suffered lacerations, a broken ieg" ;'nd broken arm; 
L'I:JG Robert M. FOSTER, 73'0617, who sjlffe,red lacerationS 
and a broke~ leg. The two crewmen are still miss~ng. 

Divers recovered the bodies of tl!e two missing crewmep.; 
ATl 'Robert ;I. ARNOLD, USN, -696' 93. 4S and A03 Stephe.n A; 
JOHNSON, USN, B83 ~O 42. Recovery operations were h?lted 
in the -late afternoon due to ·adverse. sea and wind ,- , 

cqnditions. 

of· SEAWOLF 302. 



" ' 

' at~m 
E. li. 

Received diesel fuel frOm the tank~fMS, SHINSUI MARU. 
-, F- • ; - ",:. 

~ ,"" 
Received suppi£~ from uss MARK (AiI.:!ll. ' 

• -..' • _ • .r 

Underway fo.I A,n Thoi, Phu Quoc Island, RVN, for ' BOAmp 
~ith USS MARS (AFS 1). Returned to ,station. 

UnJierway for An- 'i;hoi, Pnu Q"uoc Island" RVN, to make 
~epafrs to th~ n99k. ~in~h for the 10 ton cargo boo~ with 
technical assistance .from USS' Tu:ruIl,A (ARG '4). 

't ,- , 

Return.ed to station • 
• ~. -r; 

f' - - -'" .,' ," 
Received suppJ.ies from USS ,MARK (AKL.j12>:.;. , .. 

. ,; , : . .<t i~~~~,~~,~7'~~~~ \!, ~ .. ~~ _;1. :., 
Und:~ay fo~ ~ Thoi, Phu QtlOC Iil{aJi'1.;;R.~" ,fo .. r: y~~,!~P'> "~~,c 
witli USS WHITE PLAINS (AFS.4). Returned :to station. .. .":< " , 

~ , _. p"'- ;/"; - -t:"-' ,~,.. , - ~ 

LT Francis Marion KIRK, Jr.; ~Ni 647688/nOO, Prospective 
Commanding Officer reported aboard. 

Received diesel fuel from the tanker ANGKOR. 

LCDR ' Kenneth J. WARDEN, USN, was relieved by LT Francis 
M, KIRK, Jr., USN, as Commanding Officer, USS HARNETT 
COUNTY (LST 821). ' 

~, ,.- • '-.;;' .l:';- 05 - ~ 
. Received animunition and , cargo' from US~ BRULE ', (AKL 28) • 

• -,.j; .~ -..... ~~:- • ? v.-~:' ... ';.;.i't.:~. . .-.~-

Underway for An Thoi; ~hu QuoC :l;~l~hd ,,<RVN fo~ . VERT1~EP 
w'it;li' USS .NIAGRA FALLS (AFS3). Retu~i.4, to ... stati,on: 

Received diesel fuel from, MS SHINSUI-MARU • • 
. _ -*~.~ +_. ~.~.". ~.-' ~ • '. -.\ \r>$ -J;: .... ~?~~~ 
Un~erway for .~~: T~pi, Ph~ Quoc Island .. ~VN, for VERIREP 
witli. USS MARS '(AFS ' I) !'~.". Returned to station. 

- '- . ... . "'. 
~ '. ...'. ." 

~:l..tipnana: ca.!go (AKL '12) ~ 
", "'." 
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1., Mission and ' FUnction 

HARNETT couNTY is one of. fo~' uiiiq~ely .outfittedLST', ·s op~rating, as 
part of OP_ERAT:rON' GAMEwARIJ.EN on tfi';'dvers and shallow co?s1a}~~ai:';;r~ of 

,s-~tlSh Viefnam. Recommissioned in 19~6 as a PB!t/Helo sup~Ot;t ,LST), sp.~ is 
homeported in San Diego, California. , HARNETT COUNTY's primary functions 
are: 

a. Logistic .support of embarked river/coastal patrol sections a~d 
lig4t attack helicopter detacrunents. . . ., ;.. '~'-~ 

" 
b. Maiiitenance and repair of PBR~ S" 

c. Messing, and berthing of embarked· personnel~ 
. ,~ 

, " 
" 

'K.' .. ' 

., t\. ., . 

. . , ~ 

, 9 •. , Naval Oper:,ti,!>ns Cent!,r ~foi ;coor<!i!¥it"ion' ~~ suryd;1.1.a:riC:e~fforts' by 

river/coastal patro~: 'tPitS: " . ...". ;)~¥0\~: ':'~>-. ,:.' 
%RNETT COlJN!Y ds'o set:'{eS1 as: 

a. Communications relay station. 

b. Radar surveillance unit., 

c. ,.Interim medica~ facility for the treatment of wounded personnel. 

d. Staging center for SEAL te~s, and .other sp'ecial warfare operations. 

~. Mob{l~ , gunfire support pratform equipped to provide ' ~;~ssment and~ 
interdiction and/or dire'ctcafl fire for all friendly forces' withiri the "., ',}" 

. , ~ . . .-:;~....:.,,-... . .. . ."., r.o;:: .... . .. :. ~- '"" . •. 
a,ssigned area: ' of operation;. ':~t·· T': - , 

'" . '" '. ~ 
, ~ 

" f. Transhipment and limited storage point for food, fuel, spare 
: an'd' ammuntt~oh consigned.~ to adva~ce tacti"!il' support bases asp-ore. 

',. 

. . 
'; ;; 

2. : ' Emarked Units 
. ;"'!', ~. ,. • 

i ' • , . . 
The following operational units ' were assigrted fo ' and 

< - .~ I', . .... .. . 

~TT COUNTy, ~uririg }W.~, 

, < 

'. 



RAID. n-\TNN 
. , 

. " 

1 Jan 

9 Aug 

embarked 29 Dec · 

embarked .22 Feb 

OIL board . 31 Dec . 
>;. 

on )ioard 31 Dec 

disembarked i May ' 

The beginning of 1969 found ~TT COUNTY intricately involved in 
OPERATION GIANT SLINGSHOT • . The ship had been ancqored in the Vam C!? Dong 
River at Ben Luc since 13 December 1968. , Never had it ship of any great size 
ventured to transit ',this icomparatively ~narro.w estuary. +he riverJwas:Oto 
prove itself inhospitable but tamable. Almost every step taken by HARNETT 
coiiNTY during the ~irst .four months 9..f 1969 was going to be a "first"'. 

HARNETT COUNTY's location required some revision and general tight­
en~ng up of night security. A tether ring was attached to- the b"ow anchQr 
chai];!. .and the stern anchor· cable. A boat was 'patroling in a randoni pattern 

" _ ... , ' ·~l . ' -.- ..-... _ -" ",_ _ ,"" "',,, .". 

at all times witli grappeling hooks and a chain drag • . The boap crews wore 
steel pots, flak /ja:~'kets,wer'e armed and threw concussion . irenad~s r~ndoinly. 

~' "'"-~ , '.",,": - '!~--"- . 

All' topside watch personnel were armed and wore steel pots .a,nd. flak . jackets. 
Deck security patrol was doubled from one to two men each with a high 
intensity flash light. The watch ih mounts 41 and 46 played their spot 
lights 'on the river constantly. All 'deck watch personnel were authorized 
to fire at any object floating in the water. Search lights. were installed 
on the 01 level forward, and constantly illuminated' the river banks as did 
the search lights on the bridge. 50 caliber machine guns were mounted just 
aft of each searchlight. A 'starlight scope was placed on t op of the conning 
st?tion and another was added later at the cro¥s nest. This latter one ~ 
allowed the lookout to see beyond Ben Luc village into rice patties and 
swamp are~ -- a favorit~ : rendezvou"s"point for the VC. If there ,was a 
barge alongsi ... de an extra"sentry was add~d to stand a watch ~I:tere. "~ 

• {, ,. '_. , ,~" I t-

The month, of J~nuary passed quietly, with the ship's force kept' busy" re-' 
pairing, RIVnIV 593'5 "boats. ' The end of the month saw a vi"sit fiOin VAriM ' 
ZUMWALT, Commander :Naval Forces Vietnam. This was to be the first of ~ny· 
visits from VADM ZUMwALT to, HARNET~ COUNTY while she was attached to , ' 

GIANT SLINGSHOT. . --
RAID. ~l emb~rke~~ on HARNETT _-"-''''0'-' ' 

of the ACTOV progr"!,,. " Th~~e~u:~~~t~~~~~!~~i)~~i for the unit·. ·DuriIig. F 
Support ' for variouS .\Il!'u;s 
in support of 's" opec' il;;lclil .... c:t1.0'! 

'<' 
;-

. • 

... ' 



~ r • 

proved to be the busiest and most exciting month of the year. 
,Although we kIiew there 'were a number' of enemy , troops in the area and were 
prepared for incidents, the attack,o,=, the' WESTERN EAGLE dredge brought the 
close reality of SLINGSHOT into sharp ' focus. , The scream, anci.impact,oi, ~h<i 
rockets so close to home was not 'unlike the first, cqntact mad~fu 2C' football, ,'. 
game-- we bec:ame more alert but less, anxious. ,' WeJ.jmm~,ua~eI"9lWeiit' to' • '" 
General Quarters and handled the wounded fo~ 1fIii[G.l!ei\", ' , 

A ,constant source of danger ~ to the ship w~ t:p~ d'tnse groWth of, n:[pl!a 
palm, ,especially deep along the, western bank o'f , tne V'am Co Doni. The' under­
growth' provided excellent. cover for any surprise attack and, the m;<rshy ground 
was a convenient storage place for V(; rock~ts and/or "satchel charges. Early 
in March the ship tried to burn the cane out by spraying ' diesel oil and ign~ting 
it. This was followed by a "Zippo", flame throwing ~oat, but results were 
poqr. 1he growth~was just a little toq green and hearty to be burned out, it 
~oul!i take attention of a more personal ~ature to combat the cane"~rus began, 

Chop Chop". Almost daily the ship w,ould , muster~,a , ten-"",~ workin,g party with ,\t, 
an ~ffice,r in charge' to head into , the nippa palni and c~t, it !:2:ck. , On one " 
expedition several 10lMM rockets were found and an EOD 'disposal team was 
calle,d to unearth them. The "Chop Chop~' detail proved to be, the., o'nly , ' 
reasonable means of denying , the enemy this natural cover. ': ' 

On March 6 an alert deck sentry sighted two lines extending from under 
the fantail to the east bank. A dummy flotation mirie ,w;s found attached to 
the starboard screw guard. It seems normal procedure for the VC to test the 
perimeter defense before using an actual charge. The perimeter was penetrated 
but the watch was also alert in spotting-the lines. It is assumed that the 
matter was so quickly spotted that the enemy felt it a bad gamble to try again. 

The Ides of March is probably the most memorable d~y in the history of 
HARNETT COUNTY. At 0045 we took a 10lMM rocket in the wardroom. Damage 
Control Central, at' the time located in the engin~ering-officer'~ stateroom, 
was effec,tively knocked out although none of the pers'onnel were injured. 
Repair III immediately took effective control. ' The warhead 'detonated in the 
air ,<!o~d:i:tioner' and this single fact probably saveci th~ lives , of, the: f()\~r : 
pers()nnel who were ' in the wardroom at the time. , The "wardroollr:was ,dem~shed. 
{;Doling water from , the' air conditioner quickly spread , through officer."s country .' 
and even 'reached the mess decks be:!ore , the line was isolated. Although th'j!re 
,was no fire, smoRe hampered repair party ope~ations. Thre~ ships company 
personnel were wounded: HMl THOMSON" HM3HOBLIN"and TN ASBAN','. the. 1atter 
receiving~ c;>nly slight fragmentation wounds. A~civi~ianfrom tlfei Naval 
Res~rch Developmen,t :,linit Vietnam, Rober~ ,FO~STERN, was , seFiously wc;>unded" ' 
The wotinded were ME~EvAC'ed within th~rtymrnutes of, ~he explosion. . '."" 

,,' 



~(ltISSId 
',~li~~t:~~~~~a~~i,~::~ 23 March tnat an attack could be expected. 
'c l07MM roCkets were fired from the west bank'. ' . """,-c,- I • - v • 

~~~~~~[ii~~"~~~1~;~~~~~ tnat ,was , on the ' starboard amidships boat' ooom. s bellow was' killed. SNAll,m G. BATES':and: ... IiM3 'David ' . '. -. ~ . . ." -.' . ";. . , . . . " -". 
receivl~d j'.qt:l,!c)r shrapnel wounds. - TWo' hours later- the 'ship's starboard 

K'. O'BRIEN; aCcidentallydi§'~natgla:'i{is ' .45'/ind", 
the: right knee. ' . Ail' invesVgati~>Il: sho~eci d~at' the weapon hafl r _ - -. \0;.' +.. ;0. 

ja.mmLedrf.a~d 0 BRIEN; in a nervous state, ,had ,caused tHe weapon to fire. 
The remainder of March was marked by much Naval Gunfire Support ~nd 

spending almost every night at qen'eraJ. , Qua]O"ters". Ship's force spent a total 
of 78 h'ours at GQ during March. " " , ' 

A:J;1ril<saw two embl rked ' p'er§ooilel killeCi in actio,n ~ LCDR' Carl J. PE;TERSON 
(~TU 194. ~."O)was killed,,? n 2 "April and BMi Ralph C:-,\tIlNSEY died on ,16 ,A'prir. ' 
A memorial service for LCDR' PETERSON was attended by ' VADM-ZUMWALT, Commander 

,,<»-'./; '{." "- .<.... - '. ~ 
- Naval Forces"Vietnam. ..;, .... ~. " 

T '~TT~OTJNry"',C?~~'i~ted Naval Gunf:l,:re,tupport; on a)-I p,.~S Jiv",: days' in ; 
ApriJ, with a reco,rd e~enditure of 8,119, 40Mlj: .• ~~e!.ls. ,.', :,;~,,",.:;::, " > ':':' " 

" ,The Honorable"Jobli~ TOWER, . U. S. ' SeruitOl;.< from Texas; "'''ccomganied .. o·y", "c,':.: 
• " . ' _, .., __ .", ,". , . . ... "' ... ~. -~ ... ~:_ ,,'~ ._ : __ ..... -j .. 1", ":'_.'~' ~ 

Commander Naval' Forc""s ,Vf",tnam visited' the' ship on ' TAprih.;- ~,eI¥ltor TOWER 
w,as most " impress~d wiJ h. the tough arid vital 'fob ~~iq,g petf~ried ~y ~~' 
COUNTY. ' ,_. , '. '. . .. ,;iI'~ < 

The 'ship experienced" two fires on consecii'flve days in, April. Th~ first 
on 23 April in .Jhe gyro room was caused by a shirt; that had been hung too close 
to one of, the g~nerator exhaust pipes.· There' was no da~ge and the fire was 

, immediately controll~d. The second fire orr 24 . April was more ' serious. A fire­
mairi ruptured over -t he switchboard in the number 2 K.C. generator room. Again 
rep~ir party response was quick and ef~ec{ive. " The electricians put in ~any 

. long hours res~oring the board to' operating status. 
• It was a tired but proud lIARNETT COUNTY that" was re'rieved on station on 'I 

May by YR 9. , Afte~ siX months . on ' station tiie" ship wail not w'i1:h,out her t,roubles. 
ItI" took us 'Six . to get out of Vietnam' due to ' generator 'p roblems ;' '_ Tne, ' ship 

" i'i;,,,,,; , ,r,,n ' Tiu on 6 May apd after a , tro:iblefr~~: pa~ssag\,a:[YI,ved' ... 
' 1' 7 . . -r "f :.t=: ...... _. ," • ;'-"''S 

"P"IlC.-> on - May. ,;.:_,-.. ,,:::,'-.~~~\~~;': ..... ;.,+.~- '. _ " . ,.;'-
... " . ,'_ ~'~ ... ~l'.:~> ~ ."_ _: 

56 days at SRF' Yokbs,uka for, J:t~:r< first ;. ove.rhaul period. • 
IPY';n,n, the ship's force was wPFking seven days a week fro~ 

this ship' s force experi';,:uc"e that · the 'Japanese were 

S,L'~""~l,~t~~i~~gf;t~;:r~rkers ', Who it 'hao:!-t ' to' )&oli"e their ar,e:a' of ' re'spojtsibility 
t : day;' the overhau:J, th!!liu11 was compl!!tefy ,i* ., • 

<'~~dl:'~F;~j,~t:e,il : ship's forc"" Bersonnel ·were · able ' to .;: 
.' .. ?!:. -,,- , ..... ,.,:...'" , ;._ - 4~ .... -: 

firef,ighting ,,!chool!, mt §lchocl' and' <' 
~, 



mi~~~~a~,~nr~~\.ro 1101lr~tflrn ~~~~,.If,~,~rm.·· 
I I)~ ~l:lm\.1 r~ :,L J:-, ~V[blJgI~)fi} '! ~!~U u,:-IV' 

The ship took up station in the Gulf of Thailand, offshore Rach Gia, on 
11 August. The first of two tragedys struck two days later. While on an 
early morning scramble, SEAWOLF helicopter 331 crashed about 200 yards off the 
starboard beam. It was dark and the weather was rough, with no horizon. A 
quick response by the ship's ready lifeboat resulted in the recovery of the two 
pilots, LTJG John MANN and LTJG Bud BARNES, and one of the crew, A03 M. M. 
COLEMAN. The body of the other crewmember, AMH3 Richard BROWN, was recovered with 
the wreckage of the plane on 15 August. Rough seas hampered rescue operations. 
An EOD team from Saigon was sent to help the ships LCVP's in the search. 
The second crash on 15 September was almost identical in nature with some-
what similar weather conditions. Both crewmen, ATI Robert J. ARNOLD, and ATN3 
Stephen A. JOHNSON were killed. The pilots, LTJG Kenneth J. LOWE and LTJG 
Robert M. FOSTER were seriously injured and both were MEDEVAC'ed. The wreckage 
was not raised until 17 September although the bodies of ARNOLD and JOHNSON 
were removed a day earlier. The result of these two incidents was an experiment 
in providing artificial illumination of the horizon to help prevent disorientation 
on particularly dark nights. The ship's gunners fired two rounds of 8lMM mortar 
illumination off the beam of the ship and in the direction of launch. The results 
were an excellent horizon that allowed safe launching on even the darkest of 
nights. 

On 17 August, HARNETT COUNTY became the first of her class LST to log 5,000 
accident free helicopter landings. The landing was celebrated by a huge cake 
with the number 5000. 

Since taking station on 9 August, the ship had been experiencing inter­
mittant heavy seas. On the night of 1 September a Mark 1 PBR (Hull #102) 
swamped and capsized alongside. Winds were at or just below gale force with 
seas of 8 to 12 feet. Although additional lines were secured, the boat could 
not be saved and sunk on 2 September. The wreckage was marked with buoys but 
these did not survive the rough weather either. The search continued until the 
first week of October with negative results. New policy was instituted for bad 
weather--PBR's would seek shelter at their ATBB's on the canals of Kien Giang 
Province. 

For the duration of HARNETT COUNTY's participation in OPERATION SEARCHTURN, 
we received most of our support from the AFS's. These replenishments with 
USS MARS (AFS l),USS NIAGARA FALLS(AFS 3) and USS WHITE PLAINS (AFS 4) 
necessitated a short trip to An Thoi off Phu Quoc Island. Also located at 
An Thoi was the USS TUTUILA (ARG 4) who served as our repair ship. The "TUT" 
rendered outstanding services and support for HARNETT COUNTY. Smaller amounts 
of supplies were brought to the ship on station by USS BRULE (AKL 28) and 
USS MARK( AKL 12). We also refueled on station from several small tankers. 

On 29 October RIVDIV 553 embarked on HARNETT COUNTY. This move necessitated 
several runs by the ship's LCVP into Kien Son, 553's ATSB, for the purpose of 
moving supplies. Kien Son was maintained and kept constantly manned •. This 
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presented some interesting problems on Thanksgiving and Christmas. The 
Supply Department of HARNETT COUNTY along with HA(L) 3 DET 8 flew turkey 
dinners with all the trimmings to the happy sailors. 

On 17 November, LCDR Kenneth J. WARDEN was relieved as Commanding 
Officer by LT F. M. KIRK, Jr. 

In late December HARNETT COUNTY took on yet another task, that of 
supporting a group of PCF' s. CTU 115'.4.1 with 5 PCF' s embarked on 29 
December and it was not unusual to have five PCF's brested out port side 
aft. 
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Operational Statistics 

(1) Number of he10 recoveries 
(2) Number of he10 recoveries 
(3) Number of times underway 
(4) PBR patrols conducted 
(5) He10 patrols conducted 
(6) MEDIVAC (dust off) 
(7) Helicopter Scrambles 
(8) TTY Traffic 

(a) Incoming 
(b) Outgoing 
(c) Total 

(9) Ammunition Expended 
(a) HARNETT COUNTY 

81MM illumination 
45 caliber 
Pop flares 
40MM White Star 
40MM HE-I-T 
5.56MM 
50 caliber 
12 gauge shotgun 

(b) Embarked Units 
50 caliber 
45 caliber 
38 caliber 
7.62MM 
5.56MM 
40MM grenades 
60MM mortar 
Offensive grenades 
Pop flares 
40MM White Star 
Smoke grenades 
12 gauge shotgun 
TNT blocks 

'" .. 

in 1969 
to date 

,". 

1,548 
5,808 

73 
1,624 

432 
68 
63 

22,134 
14,161 
36,295 

957 
1,052 

226 
32 

16,119 
38,895 

600 
0 

153,700 
550 
800 

498,390 
61,470 
26,264 

210 
8,107 
3,928 

0 
344 

2,161 
13,387 

Annex A 
Enclosure (3) 




