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1 Janue.ry 

7 January 

17 Jannary 

1 February 

20 Februo.ry 

21 February 

22 February 

1+ March 

5 11arch 

17 IlJarch 

24 Barch 

25 Harch 

31 March 

4 April 

9 April 

10 April 

(('fU) --CIlrtONOLOGY OF OGTSTAI,DIt,G "VENTS 

Anchored on station at the mouth of the Ham Luong River, 
Republic of Vietnam. 

Commanding Officer of USS J1I'nUNGS COur,TY (LST-846) and 
USS GARREn COUNTY (LST-838) and representatives from 
COliiNAVFORV, AFL-55 , and COHNAVSUPPACT, Saigon arrived 
on board for conference concerning sapper defense measures. 

Comrr:ander River Patrol Forces, Vietnam arrived on board and 
conducted personnel and material inspection of USS HAllNETT 
COUNTY (LST-821), P.A(L) 3 Det 5 and Hi ver Section 531. 

Launched continual helicopter strikes at Viet Cong positions 
in Kien Hoa sector. Shifted anchorage to provide 40mm 
shore bombardment of Ben Tre Canal. 

Relieved on station by USS HUNTB::DCN CCUNTY. 
River Patrol Section 532 and HA(L) 3, Det 5. 
upriver to 1-10' Tho. 

Transferred 
Transited 

UnderViay dovmriver and entered South China Sea. 

Underway for Sasebo, Japan. 

I'loored starboard side tc,. Berth India 2, United states 
Naval Fleet Activities, Sasebo, Japan. 

Commenced liAV with SRD Sasebo and USS SAI'.DEL '}OJ·j[oj;;T,S (A.D-37). 

liSS SAWnL GOl<:PL'lS (AD-37) underway. Availability transferred 
to USS AJAX (AR-6). 

Concluded RAV with SRD Sasebo and USS AJAX (A.~-6). 

Under"IaY via Kaohsiung, Taiwan to the ],jekong Delta, IV 
Corps, RVN, to resume operations. 

Bntered Kaohsiung Harbor, TaivJan. 

Underway from Kaohsiung Harbor, Taiwan for Vung Tau, RVN. 

Anchored in Vung Tau Harbor. On-loading supplies and 
ammunition. 

Underway for Binh Thuy. Entered Bassac River. Embarked 
~iver Patrol Section 513 and HA(L) 3, Det 1. 

Enclosure , ... IS ; 

".-" -' 

---.------, 

I 



.~ .. 

~.l April 

18 April 

20 April 

30 April 

~a 

'"-/ Hay 

30 Kay 

19 June 

20 June 

30 June 

., 13 July 

t 3 AUGust 

13 August 

22 August 

24 August 

5 September 

28 september 

" 

Relieved USS JENlHNG2 COUNTY (LST-846) on station. 

Shifted anchorage up river to take on potable ,later. 

Replenished stores and ammunition from U3S 1',ARK (AYili-12), 
USS BRULE (AKL-28) and lTR-B90. 

Conducted 2500lli accident free helicopter landing. 

Tempora.rily (iiser:Jbarked River Fatrol Section 513 and EA(L)3, 
Det 1. Rendezvoused ,;ith USS GUADf.LUFE (AO-32) at the 
mouth of the Bassac Ri vcr. UN"LPed receiving JP-5. 

Reeli~barked PBRs and helos. Resumed river operations. 

Embarked 9[\ Seal Flatoon. 

Comrleted 3000 lli accident free helicopter recovery. 

USCGC Point Clear (I-IPE 82307) alongside to embark 9 lli Seal 
Platoon • 

Embarked UII-IE downed by enemy fire. Four embarked personnel 
KIA. 

Ship received autom&.tic \'lcapons fire. Suppressed with L:·Omm 
HLIT-SD. 

rtIVSEC 513 provided a troop lift and supported an ACNN/FF 
sweep of Can Lan. SEAV!CLVES provided air coverage of PBRs 
and ground troops. 

Provided cover for 200 ARVN's inserted by RIV.SEC 513. 

Transi ted seaward to rendezvous 45 miles out of t11e river 
mouth with USS CACAPON (040-52). For JP-5 UNREF. 

Conducted night c.ua.lifications for HA(L)3, Det 7. 

Embarlted Seal Team, Det Alfa, Fourth Platoon and AST-2 
Det Alfa for special operations. 

Presented the ship for inspection by Prospective Commander, 
Naval Forces, Vietnam VADH ZUM'IiALT and Commander River Patrol 
Force. 
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6 October . 
1 November 

6 November 

4 December 

9 December 

10 December 

11 December 

Visited by the Secretary of the Navy, Commander Naval 
Forces Vietna..'1l, and Commander River Patrol Force. 

Relieved on station by USS EUNTK1DCN COUNTY (L,ST-838). 
Disembarked RIVSEC 513 and HA(L) 3, Det l. 
Entered South China Sea enroute Subic Bay, Republic of 
Philippines. 

Hoored at pier 18, U. S. Naval Base, Subic Bay, Republic of 
the Fhilip,cines. Commenced RAV ",ith S"F Subic and USS 
DIXIE (AD-14). 

Completed RAV with SRF Subic and USS DIXIE (AD-14). UnderViay 
for Vung Tau, RVN to continue GAJ>1E WA.ltDEN Operations. 

Anchored in Vung Tau Harbor, RVN. Received ammunition and 
supplies. Underway to· Nha Bay via Long Tau River. Com"enced 
on-loe.ding iBR spaces and personnel gear of RIVDIV 553. 

Under\;ay for Vung Tau. Anchored in Vung Tau liarbor. 

Proceeded to Vinh Long. At Vinh Long embarked RIVDIV 553. 

12 December Advised by Commander River Patrol Forces, Vietnam that Ham 
Luong GAl"'; 'dARDEN orders had been cancelled and reasoSiGned 
to Song Vam Co Dong (Vicinity of Ben Luc bridge) to support 
"GIANT SLINGSEOT" operations. 

13 Decc""ber Elnbarl,ed CC)'IRIVRON 57 as CTU 19~" 9.6 second in comcland of 
operation "GI!~NT SLIl~G,SHOT". Shifted anchora~"~e up river 
in vicinity of Ben Luc bridge, Song \lam Co Dong. 

13-27 December Hade daily transits betvleen Ben Luc bride;e !"..nd anchorage 
in the vicinity of IIFrench Fort". 

23 December \ihile in transit to night anchorage tJ:e ship received five 
rounds of enemy B-40 rocket fire from river bank ambush site. 
All ur.its in transit returned fire im"ediately and suppressed 
ene:ny fire. All enemy ro:up~s missed. 

27 December The ship'begins its'permanent anchorage in the Ben Luc 
vicinity, XS 617756. 
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29 December " Commander River Squadron 57, LCDR Arthur J. ELLIOTT, USN was killed instantly when the PBR, in which he was riding while serving as on scene commander for Vam Co Dong Giant Slingshot forces as CTU 194.9.0, was hit from ambush by B-40 rocket and automatic weapons fire on the upper Vam Co Dong river. LCDR C. J. PETERSON assumed duties as CTU 194.9.0 and COMRIVRON FIVE SEVEN. 

_____ ~~ __ - ~_' ______ -___ -_~-' ____________ --'_1 



· . , . 
'. -, 

"1 

BASIC NARRATIVE 

A. Hission and Function of Command 

HARl\'ETT COUNTY is one of four uniquely outfitted LSTs operating as part 
of Operation GAl,IE VIARDEN on the rivers of South Vietnem. Recommissioned as 
a FER/hela support LoST, Hf..RNETT COUNTY's primar;y functions are: 

1. Logistics support of embarked river pe.trol sections and light attack 
helicopter detachments 

2. I,1aintenance r~nd repair of FBEs 
3. I'~essil1g and berthing of embarked personnel 
4. Coordination of river surveil12.nce efforts by embarked personnel 

H.4.:=mE'rT COVN11Y also serves as: 

1. Communications relay station 
2. Radar surveillance ~~it 
3. Interim medical fa,cilities for the treatment· of wounded personnel 

8.nd "Dust Off" helo EEDEVAC landing site. 
4. Staging c'enter for SEAL, PHLI and other riverine I.arfare operations 
5. l';obile gunfire support platform equiped and ready to provide h&rassment 

and interdiction fire anD direct call fire for all friendly forces 
\'!ithin her design&.ted area of operation 

6. Transhipment and limited storage point for food, fuel, parts, and 
ammunition consigD8d to advanced tactical support bases ashore 

B. Embarked Units 

The followinG operational units were assigned to and supported b;y 
EA',EETT COUTi'rY dudng 1968: 

1. River Patrol Sections 

a. Section 531 Disembarked 31 January 
b. section 532 Embarked 31 January. Disembarked 20 February. 
c. Section 513 Embarked 10 April. Disembarked 1 November, 
d. Section 553 Embarked 11 December. Embarked at year's end. 

2. Light Attack Helicopter Detachments 

a. HA(l) 3 Det 5 Disembarked 20 February. 
b. HA(L) 3 Det 1 Embarked 10 April. Disembarked 1 November. 

c. Operations and Activities 

After successfully completing its first full year in Vietnam, HAHNETT 
COUNTY leaped into 1968 with many lessons and awareness learned from the 
previous year. 
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The year began \-lith !iA,'iNI:TT COl.'NTY anchored at the mouth of the Ham 
Luong River, Republic of Vietnam receiving supplies from YFR-890. It 
proved to mark the begining of a busy and exciting new year. The ship made daily 
transits of the river that first month. During January, helico;:ter landings 
"ere thirty less than the record set the proceding month of December 1967: 
The fligtt deck team landed 314 helicopters. The 40mm mounts were kept busy 
conduchn,.,: firing in Specified Strike Zones along the river, . the 20,762 
rounds of j-ibIT-SD Here effective iri destroying 30 structures, 3 bunkers, 
1 salOpan, 1 brick;-ard, al'lO damaging 23 structures and 6 bunkers. Jr.uch of 
this action \las seen during the first "lOnth on the Ham Luons River between the 
sea and Ben Tre. 

The TET Offensive bege_n on the end of January and continued into 
February. r:..WJ:\"'ETT CCUNTY utilized her full potential fire pO\'ler in aggressive 
attacks u~)on Viet Cong strongholds and defending friendly units. During this 
month HARI·;ETT COUNTY disGr;,barked River Patrol Section 531 and €mb".rl<ed River 
Fatrol Section 532 at By Tho. H/u,:(I~ZTT- COUNTY still maintained control over 
both units and helicopter gunship's. The first >leek of February found the 
ship constantly sUfpcrting tLese units during tl:e erremy violation of their 
mID "Truce". 

On 7 Fe bruery }!A':l.NB,!'T COUNTY replenished her seriously depleted magazines. 
Operations continued as normal; firin~,: a.t tarGets of opportunity and support 
of cnb9.rl-:sd units on the Earn Luong ~iv€r. 

On the 20th of Februe.rJ~ H..ll..~U'\;"ETT COrNTY \'Jas in anchor with D3,2 I-EJl,:TE:,DON 
CClnTTY (LST-838) and YFR-890. All three vessels weighed anchor to r:lake to a 
~ore favorable anchor~J.g€ [;.outh of ren Tre. While in transit both LSTs took 
va~"ious st:"cuctux'es, bunkers, and othe:." tc;,rgets under fire along the South 
ri ver barJ{. E!C:Y'l,;T'T CCUl,:TY transferred its embs.rked units to the [:UI';TE1_~DON 

CCm:TY that samc day. HavinG shut dOVin her engines after 17 da::s of 
continuious rW'lning, Hft'::;d~ETS: CC':..n:TY found herself uD&ble to light off ber 
pprt enGine, due to \'lGal: startinG batteries. The transit into the 1,'J:y Tho 
River vias made on the starboard engine alone. On 21 February F..ARI\:::"'TT COUNTY 
succeeded in lichtins off her fort engine e,nd beS2.n the passace to Sasebo, 
Jap::m for a E1UCh need<.::.D. upk(;ep in acc:ordc.nce .",Iith COHS::I;VENTHFLT Quarterly 
EmploYE16nt ScheCiule. 

Durins the tre.l1Sit to Sasebo, J8,pS.D heavy seas and gale force Hinds were 
encountered. Topside damaee \<Jas sustai!l€d during transit to antennas' and 
sl1irs radar. 

During the month' of March, EAPJ~ETT C('UNTY waS a\vay from combat operations. 
She had just complet6d a 2100 mile passase to Gasebo, japan from the Ham Luong 
RiVer, RVN. A much ac:"ited for RAV commenced Vlith SRD, Sasebo, Japan after 
spending seven months on station in Vietnam •. By the 241!> of harch all major 
vlork requests hced been completed and HARNE.TT COUNTY made preparations for 
getting underway for Kaohsuing Harbor, Taiwan. The ship arrived at Kaohsuing 
Harbor on the 31st of ~:arch and began anticipatinG a return voya.ge to the 
Bassac River, RVN to relieve the USS JENNINGS COUNTY (LST-846). 
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The first of April found the ship moored at Chinese Pier 'i'wo, 
Kaohsuing, Tai\'Ja.n. Four d&·.;ys later, a~ter a needed rest and relaxation, 
runmETT GOur-:TY got undervlaY and began the final part of her voyage to 
Vietnam. On the 9!!l of April the ship was in Vung Tau Harbor to load 
supplies and ammunition. Two days later HARNETT COUNTY relieved J'Ll'!NING,s 
COmiTY on stdian 1000 yards south of the Binh Thuy PER base. 

After asouming the PBR/hela units, operations continued ",uch the same as 
had occured on tLe Ham Luong River. Support fire, stores replenishment, and daily 
shifting of anchoraGes was as routine as before. 

I'lay proved to be more eventful on station than the previous month. HARI':ETT 
CCm~TY had become familiar "ith its operatinG area as well close liason 
had been made vii th several units in Vinh Binh B.nd Da Xuyen provinces. 

On 14 Hay while part of the crew was returning from a short liberty at 
Binh Thuy one of the crew fell overboard from the returning LCVP. COTA, 
Ernest K., 773 19 65, EN2, USN was prosumed drown after an unsuccessful 
search by all units for five hours. 

River operations "ere temporarily stopped as lIA:<NETT COUNTY made 
preparations for an UNREP with the USS GUADALUPE (AO-32) in the South China 
Sea. After reed ving JF-5, helicopter fuel, l'.ARNETT COmiTY returned to the 
Bassac River after midnight on 30 Nay. 

During ,Jl~,ne HAJF~TT COrF~Y made little use of ller LrOmm mounts. In all 
shE. \'las called on onl~' tbree ti::1E.s for gun fire SU1~·port. 

On 19 June the 9l:b ,srAL Flatoon \vas embarked 2Dd used EA~~E1T:r COln':T'Y as 
a staging unit for their orerations. 

DUl'ir'G a routine fli::;Lt c;uarters on 16 Cctober the LoSE was force6. to 
dive over the starboa:c6. side to avoid an uncontrolled tail rotor of Det 1, 
helo 323. No injury \'las su~tained. 

On 23 October the s>ip went to 3eneral cyarters' at 021f5 on the report of 
s\\rimrJiers in the \'later 5000 j:arc.s north of cl1cl:.orc.se. The ship Got unde,rv:ay and 
no further cichtings were ma.de. 

The months since leaving Sasebo, Japan were spent preparing for the next 
plSndilig "J.\AV \,dth SRF SuLic. On 1 November F.L1:.Rr\lETT COUNrry disembarked :;:iver 
Patrol Section 513 and HA(l) 3 Det 1 and was relieved on station by USS 
InJETE"DON COUETY. That evening l-W,N1CTT COUNTY entered the South China Sea 
and was underway for Subic Bay, Republic of the Fhilippines. Five daY'S later 
the ship moored alongside Rivera Point Pier 18, U, S. Naval Base, Subic Bay. 
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Huch C10rk \'I2.S scheduled with SRF :3ubic and USS DInE (AD-14). Several 
delays. e,nd poor coordin"tion caused the ship to be delayed two weeks in 
leaving Subic Bay Vlith a subsequent cancellation of R&R in lions Kong. Despite 
the delay several important work requests were completed (see enclosure II', 
Annex C for November). 

During the P.AV in Dubic LCDR Kenneth J. '"ARDEN, USH relieved 1T F'. lia;ne 
BRO\I~!, UBF, as COl1manding Officer, ·us.s I-L~m~ETT COUNTY. 

On 4 Decerr:ber liARX: . ../?J:1 CCUNTY was underway for Vung Tau, RVH, vIi th the 
expectation of continuing GA~·.E ':;'ARDBl'~ operations on tl':e Ham Luong River. 
After arri vine; in Vung Tau on 9 Decerc,ber HA~<NE::rT COL'NTY \-le.8 advised of the 
cancellation of the Ham Luong patrol station. The ship was to be reassigned 
to Yam Co Dong (vicinity Ben Luc) in support of the neVi operation "GIANT 
SIH!G.s!IOT", a patrol and ir,terdiction effort alonG the hw trit.utaries of the 
Yam Co River (Vam Co Tal' and Yam Co Dong) all the waj from their conflu0:1ce 
south of Saigon almost to the Cambodian border on either side of the salient 
Imohlll as the "Farrots Bea.k". 

After embarking CON2IVRCN 57 as CTU 191+.9.0 and River Patrol Division 
553 the ship began what VISS to be daily transits betVleen the Ben 1uc bridge 
vicinity and confluence of the Vam Co Dong and Vam Co TaO' rivers. Each 
transit was tlade at General ~uarters. 

Cn 23 December \;hile making what hac! become a routine trarsit, at 1730 
to 1900, dOl'In river to an internJediate anchorage HA1~NEI'T CODNTY received five 
rounds of enemy B_L:·O rocket fire. 40mm gun mounts, .50 caliber [;!.TId various 
small arms anm·:ered iUl;-:edistely and sU~:J.,ressed fire. The enGagement occuX'ed 
about 8 miles 0'0"" river from Ben Luc on t!:e Yam Co Dong and lasted about 
~. minutes. There were no friendl Jr casualties. 

Upon making lias on 'd th friendly units in the Ben Luc area, begining 
construction of an underwater "concertina-\·/ire lT a:r.ti-s\vit:rlil18r net, and 
implementation of other security measures it was felt safe to remain anchored in 
the 'vicinity of the Ben Luc Dridge. At the year's end the ship felt re"so'oably 
safe enough to carry out its 8uPI,ort 1"r,1e for River Patrol Divisions 553 
and 593. Greater emphasis was placed on security "Ihich later was developed 
into Sta.nding Night Crders (see enclosure (5). 

A tra.gedy marked the close of the year for HA..'1NBTT COUFTY. While on 
patrol, COi,m'D.l1der River Squadron 57, LCDR Arthur J. 1'L1IOT, c,sN Vias killed by 
a B_IIO round from an ambush site on the upper Yam Co Dong. The next day 
memoria.l services "ere held and LCDR C. J. PETE.R.3CN, USN assumed duties 
as CTG 191'.9.0. 
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D. Operational Statistics 

l. Helicopter Recoveries: 

a. Ja.!!u&ry 314 
b. February 153 
c. March 
d. April 215 
e. Hay 295 
f. June 282 
s· July 318 
h. Aucust 250 , _ .. ,Septcrr,ber 280 
j. October 260 
k. November 5 
l. December 68 

Total 24[1-0 

2. Amn:unition eX:L)ended b;y 40mm mounts 

a. Je.nuar;:/ 20,672 
b. February 19,566 
c. Barch ------
d. April 2,078 
e. l':;ay 8,107 
f. June 1,568 
g. July 584 
h. August 2,343 
i. September 1,330 
j. October 420 
k. November 
l. December 2[,0 

Total 
56,908 

E. Logistics and Support 

The year opened \lith many items in critical shortaGe 8nd in high demand. 
The sLip had exhausted its supply of 7.62 ammo and reouired a PER run to 
relieve t",e shortage. 3pare pa:r_ts for PBRs still remained a serious problem 
as they had been in the past.- The problem of parts was partly alleviated 
due to the PBrt LSTs pooling resources where possible. ClothinG wasin short 
supply for me_ny of the crew. A trip to Saigon by the Supply Officer obtained 
NAV.sUPPACT Saigon's attention and a supply arrived via helicopter. 
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After continuious operation and little opportunity for mainter.ance, 
machin"ry performance be:;an to deteriorate rapidly. It is felt ever. today 
that if a sr.ort availability Vlere made in Vung Tau at periodic intervals 
major maintenance could be performed before casualties occured. 

The RAV in Sasebo, Japan in l'larch provided EARNET'r COUNTY an excellent 
opportunity to reple!lish supplies. FLEACTS Sasebo Vias extremely helpful 
in providing delivery of NC and NIS items. l,jaterial in most Ca6es arrived 
within one or tNO v!eeks after requisitions Here pa.ssed on to NSD, Yokosuka. 
The Pav", Exchange tried its best to restock I-L""NETl' COl'NTY, hmiever recent 
port calls bJ several aircraft carriers had dEcpleted stocks. 

Throughout the period prior to besining Giant Slir.gsbot orerations the 
USS hARK (AI-::L-12), USS EHUU; (AKL-28), YFR-889, and YFR-890 continued to 
replenish BAREETT COUNTY's supply; these units are primarily responsible 
for keeping the GAJr.E 'r.'A,'<D1N LSTs on station ar:d able to continue their 
mi-ssion for extended pericds of time. 

The cloze of the 1968- Fiscal Year saw diminished'OPTAR fund assets and 
heavy expenditures. i4any items previously ordered resulted in cancelle-cions 
from NAVSUPFACT, Saigon as a result of a vigorious folIo" up program. 

After tllO months of relatively trouble free operation, HA.~KST1' CCUl\TY 
saVJ an uncommonly large numbEr of CAS::::O':PTS during October. The armature 
Hindincs of the dishv:ater motor \!Jere Grounded and had to be sent to S~~F 

Subic. The three ton air-conditioning unit nGar the shi:t:;s store \'Jas CASnEPT 
for a refrigerant compressor. HAF:NETT CCUNTY received two compressors 
immeciiately afterWal"d but neither conformed to sloecifications of the D/c unit. 

Relief from :croblc-me of fresh Hater manufacture came ",ben the ship 
received a l~,rge' diatomaceous earth >later purifier with a rated 105 saIl on 
per minute capacity. The installation was lackins an instruction booklet. 
Upon return to Giant Sling~;hot Operations from S~~ Subic the engineering 
departrrent made the unit or-erational and success in producing l"ree 
"ue.ntities of \-ider were existent throughout all of December. 

A second ice cube maker arrived also in October. This ,;ith the previous 
uni t satisfies the entire shiI' , s consumption including all embarked units. 

The PBR support division completed many of their outstanding jobs. These 
were: 

1. All bos,ts had trim tabs installed 
2. All boats had"draft markings completed 
3. All boats have been completely refiberglassed and are in excellent 

material condition and appearance 
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LESSONS LEARNED 

, •. !rlle rivers still posed a problem that was eventually solved by probing. 
Navigation ai0.s are in most cases non-existent and required cooperation 
by everyone. The lack of charted maps and inaccurate tide tables reouired 
that the LCVP guide the ship up and down the channels until fa,miliar:Lty 
was established. 

Security precautions at night were established that have been modified 
or added to to reflect the area of operation. The first of fue year found 
HARNETT COUNTY following these measures: 

1. Shift anchorage at least once every 24 hours 
2. At nieht slack Hater rotate screws at least every half hour 
3. Night illumination of the sides at the water line 
4. Deck sentries employ high intensity flashlights 
5. Use LCVP to patrol around the ship in a random pattern with chain 

dragging to cut command detonated leads 

By the end of the year - particularily in light'of experience gained in 
GIANT SLINGSHOT - a distillation of lessons learned was completed as a set 
of Standing Orders which embody a conSiderably lareer, more exhaustive 
list of security measures (see enclosure 5). 

After completion of a RAV in Harch with SRD, Sasebo it was found that 
much could be accomplished by detailed preparation and coordination vlith 
the repair facilities. Delays in ,;ork request submission caused delays 
and in some cases incompletion of work. A work pacJ:iage should ")here 
possible be completed >!ell in advance to aid repair facilities in setting 
'iOrk schedules. 

As a result of a VC ambush in August of h~NTERDON COUNTY, two .50 caliber 
machine guns "ere mounted on the bridge in the signal light tubs. The 
height allo\1s a "ide cover and fire area. Also to increase fire power a 8lmm 
mortar Has mounted on the 01 level port side. The train is limited by the 
replenishment ri'ging and we lin davits. This was eventually replaced by t,iO 
8lmm mortars mounted in the main deck port and starboard just forHard of the 
flight deck. This location offers the widest train and is readily accessible. 

It '~as thought that GABE WARDEN LSTs had finally realized their full 
potential as the year came to a close. HARNETT COUNTY was to learn otherv/ise 
as she began operations with "GIANT SLINGSHOT". Never before had an 1ST 
been inserted so far .inland in a "river" which averages 200 meters in width. 
Greater stress was placed on her role as a support ship with two river 
divisions to serve in an area never operated in on a full scale as operation 
GIANT SLINGSHOT required'. Hotel and restaurant activity assumed 24 hour 
importance. Addi tional riverine force assets such as Tango, Alfa, and J'line-. 
sweep boats are always alongside requiring I!A.'lNETT COUJ\'TY' s valuable services. 
Coordinated efforts by the Navy, Army and 'Air Force demonstrate a unified 
effort in suppressing Viet Cong in South Vietnam. As a new year unfolds more 
potential and acceptance of amphibious bases demonstrated by FULqNETT COUNTY 
will surely playa dominent role in the ending of the war. 
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