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GLOSSARY OF ~5 

AIRCAV: A U.S. Anny term uslld to describe a unit o.t' helicopters and 
troops that insert into contested zones for the purpose of' sweeping 
an area ;md destroyj.ng enemy positions and troops. 

Area of Operations: A geographical limit, dete:t'l,lineu by aircraft 
capabilLties and ground ccmunander over-all objectives, in \~hich a 
detachr.ent is called upon to employ firepower. Commonly referred 
to as 'AO" " 

COSVli; Col1llllU!list Parly V:i.etnam; the political front establishlld te, 
provide communist doctrine and policy decisions to communist. Ver.sors 
in S)uth Vietnam. 

De'.aclunent: Organizational unit normally consisting of two gUJ'lships, 
9pUots, and 9 enlisted men. Ilespons'ible for aerial support of 
'wt'IAF' 5 in detachment area of operations. COllll;)Only called a "DE,'T" .. 

fire Team: A tern tlsed to describe the tactics and ca.pabilities of 
two gunships operating together. 

FWHAF: Free HorM !';;llitary Armed Forces. 

Ilootch: COllJI~on1y used term to describe a smalJ. lVooden structure. 

LOC: J.ine of COllIlllUI\ication; any lVa.terIVay or route used fer t.he 
tiinsportation of su.?plieH and personnel. 

I·\ACV: Military Assistance (,orm:IB.nd Vietnam; a service organization 
that provides milital~.1" gu:i.deJ.ines for U.S. J,lilitary units in Vietnam. 

BlE,: Perforated. Steel I-l<ltingj used to builJ dry run~lays in areas 
heavily iJwaded with l~ater" 

~: Sea. Air. Land; spucially trained units "I;hat carry out 
reconnaissance and clandeBtine opHrations 0 A SLAL platoon will normal1y 
consist of 18 men capable of sustaining themselves in enemy tel"l'itory 
for an extended period of t:llne 0 

!:ran Hung llao: Code name givm to major long range campe.;!.gns carried 
out by Vietnamese Naval unit!!, 'I'ra.!l HUllg Dao \~ns historit'B.1 Naval 
leader in the Vietnamese battle against the Chjllese fOl' m,tional autono~, 
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VARBI Visual Aerial Reconnaissance missions flown in support of CTF-1l5. Harket Timeo The r.dssions are floom to' report suspicious boat activities cff the Delta's ceast and halt infiltratien intO' the Republic cf Vietnam by seao 

YRU4: Yard Repair Boat Medilllll; specially configured river boats 1rOiii 'Which a helicopter fire tea.m can operate" 
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IlISTORY OF 

IJEUCOPTI,R ATTACK (LIGHT) SQUADRON THREE 

Helicopter Attack (Light) Squadron 'rHREL, or HA(L)-3 is the only helicopter attack squadron in the Navyo IIA(L)-3 arose fr.OIn the peculiar nature of guerrilla. warfare in Vietnam and has played 'a major role in the Free illorld c8lllpaign to deny the Viet Gong use of the all important wate~s of the Delta, while insuring their continued us~ to the local population and t:overnment personnel. 

Vietnam military, political and economical develolfcnts in early 1966 led to the establishment of llA(L)-3o On April 10, the firsttlffo. River Patrol Boats (Pills) went into action on the then treacherous llelta waten'l/l¥9. and it soon became apparent that quick reaction close air support would be indispensable if such river operati(ms ~Iere to continue ° At first. Anny gunships provided the necessary assistance, but later the need for precise inter-unit cotll:lUnicat.:i.ons, unity of command, and other considerations led to the dec'ision to foJ:'lll a Navy helicopter unit responsible to the HiveI' I'atrol Force (CTF 116) 0 

Subsequontly, eight UlI-lIJ Bueys \;ere borrowed fl'Olllthe Army in the summer of' 1966, with U.So Naval personnel manning the aircraft and the Arnry providing the pilot and crew training. ordnance, and maintenance 0 Four detachments (Dets), each c(mtaining eight aviators and eight crewmen from jieUcopter Cot1bat Support Gquadron ONE (J1G-1) at Imperial. lieach, California, went into oper-ation on September 19. 19660 Detachments were based at. l'an Son Nhut (XS 819961), Bieniloa (XT 993135), Vinh Long (XS 055321),. and Soc TrllIlg (XR 051610) 0 (Refer to Appendix I. Item A) 

The first major battle :involving lIA(L)-3. or the "SEAWJLVI·S". as they were now called. took place on 31 October 1966. In a co= ordinated attack by HlRs and Hueys near My Tho (XS :;(0449)>> over 50 of 75 enemy sampans and j'lU1ks \g8re ,mnk, and the enenw suffered heav,y casualties. 

During this period of operation, the first of specially con­figured helicopter capab:Le Lan ling Ships (Tank) (L'3Ts) the USS . JlNNINGS COUNTY arrived at, Vung Tau (YS 300473) facilit.y soon to become the S~.A\~Ol.VF:S temporary headqua:rt.ers. In cond.ucting their far flung operations thr''>ug/lout the ;·!ekong iJelta, lIA(L)-3 was to utilize many LSTs as landing platfOl'lll bases in order to insure both mobility and proximity to their 01'111 operations area,. and to decrease chances of enemy grOun.1 and aorta!' at.tack, 

DECLASSIfiED 
CONFIDFNTIAL 

--"--- •... _ •.. -.--...• - .•...... _ ... _---_._-_._- ,-._ .. _ •.. 



i 
() 

.. 
/ 

, .: , '.~, . .. ~ . 

DECL*s&.~ED 
By the end of 1966. the SEAWOLVES still depended on the Army for l:ajor maintenance, as well .. 6 the preponderance of training. In January 1967. the River Patrol Force, through its Operation GAME I:AlUll.N. announced that 22 aircraft, 94 officers, and 240 enlisted personnel would be provided in order to establish a completely new squadron to replace the existing detach1.1.ents from I1C-L At that time, seven detachments were envie:ioned with a central Naval J.iain­tenance Facility created at Binh Thuy (WS 004140), where Gfu,;r, I1AhllEN headquarters would be. l-Ieanwhile, the squadron woul,l be based at Vung Tau (YS 300(73). where Navy and Army maintenance personnel could work together in maintaining aircrafto 

On 1 April 1967, HA(L)-3 was formally established by LCDR Jose~ 1" ;iOWARl) with CCl!I1lllA<"'lCier Robert h, SPLNCHl assuming command of the squadron in 14ay. for tho first 18 months of the squ:uron" s existence, the heaviest concentration of deta,crulents was in the heart of the lo"er Delta from Bini! Thuy (WS 801,.140) to VinhLong (XS 055321) and J)ongT8.Ill (xs 425435) 0 (Refer to Appendix I, Item li) 0 There are foUl' major rivers which. run through the Delta, all of which are branches of the :;ekong; the llassac, Co ('hien, liall Long and ;·iy '!'ho, To cover these waterways and their tributaries, six detacllment,; deployed frOlll various bases throughout 1967 and most of 1968. f'I'Olll BinhThuy, Det SI VLN covered the lower Bassac, assisted by Det ON1 which. was also ·deployed frOl'l an '!'sT. llet '£IIIU.b glli1rded the Co Chien frOlll its g base in Vinh Long, Jet FOUn was based aboard an 1$'1' in the (jam Long until moving to ,long T8.Ill in early 1\169. and !Jet SIX covered i-;y Tho, also from iJong l'am. Det Fl1/t at one tjme or another covered each of theSe rivers, according to the clumging tactical situation and enGll!y threat. 

iJetachment TWO has been at Kha be (IS 937800) since the days of the original lie-I detacJu:tents, Thdr vital assignment has been to support operations in the Rung Sat Special :'one, the j,reacherol).s maze of swamp and canals that surrounds the vital shipping channel leading from. the city of Saigon to the sea, This area has long been the target of Viet Cong ambush and mine activities, Det 9:vJ0 became a "double det achievement" with four aircraft, and a corresponling in­crease in pilots and cre'wmen, in June at 1969 to enSUl'e the required coverage. 

Captain Arthur H; l<lUtlSON succeeded CO!lIIlI!lnder SP1!NCI R in May of 1968 as Comrnanling Officer of HA(L)-3. and during hig tour, the squad­ron continued to fulfill its basic: missiono The command also 1lllder­took other expansion anJ transition through the SU1Ill;ler and early fall of 1969. As a result of the increase in aircraft and personnel, all parts of the Delta were far more /i,ccessible to mA;;OU' reaction and survci1.ance operations. 
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Toward the end of 1968 the need for a concentration of detachments in the lower Delta began to lessen, due to increased pacification of much of the area. In early fall, Vet .FIVr moved to Hach Gia (WS 10504,5) on the Gulf of i'hailand, and in Noveooer the detaclrilen'~ moved aboard the YRBH-16 stationed near Clwu Doc (W3 24571.5) on the upper Lassac on4r a felt miJ.es from the tambodian bordel'. Jet UVP S Dove signalled the beginning ot a new phase in f.ber Patrol Force operations; the inter­diction of enemy troop ami supply units into the Delta froD tile north. (Refer to i.ppendix I, Item C). In early 1969 vet TIM, moved to the far nOl'th .. ;cst corner of tliC ;lelta, l,a Tien (V;J J..4548.5) on the Gulf of Thailand, while Vet SIX replaceu !Jet TlIiJh in the area of Vinn Long, taking up station aboard an LST 0 Later vet TIU:U moved to ;';oc Hoa (xs 039902) and then to a ship in tile upper Nekong not far fronl Det FlVI!.. 

The task of shutting off infiltration routes between the Vam Co Tay and Vam Co lJong rivers was code named Operation SLINGSHOT, end ftA(L)-3 played a lJajor role in its cventual success. vet FOUR end S1 VlN played a major role in this undertaking. Det FOUR participated in Operation SLINGSHOT frOlll NoveJ:lber 1968, whUe located at Dong Tam. end in early 1969 they moved tQ Duc lloa (XS 59496$) to be closer to their operation area. l'hey moved again in June to Ben Luc (XS 618758), on the Vain Co iJong River, and at present are still participating in Operation SLINGSHOT. which has developed into one of the most success­'ful c!lll1p!ligns in which the squadron has partiCipated, 
Det SlWl:l1i also operated in the Giant Slingshot area, having moved from. Einh Tlruy to Tay Ninh (XT 203510) in June. 1969, For some time, inte1ll8ence reports had mentioned Tay Ninh as a prime enemy objective for use as a possible provisional capital, Near the border northwest of Saigon. Tay Ninh was considered highly vulnerable unM.l allied forces moved into the area in large nllJ~bers anJ finally achieved an increased security level for the surrouncling country side, 

Under Captain Reynolds l:lBCKWITil. who succeeded Captain j·:UNSON as Commanding Officer in April 1969. the transition and expansion of the squadron continued. 'l'he redeployment of detacbments from .the lower Delta was nearly complete. anJ the squadron headquarters was moved from Vung Tau to the more centrally locatecl l.dnh i'huy in J.w.y., In early July the first nC'W detaclllllent since the squadron's est!l.blisrJ:l€n'!', was created (net P;IGHT). end it was sent to assist Det S}VUJ in the Tay Ninh area. The creation of additiolll11 detach.':lsnts WdS made possible by the acquisition of eleven new aircraft in June and J.ul;y of 1969, and further expansion followecl in Septeml,ler. with tile creation of Det /(nlli at binh Thuyo 
These first months saw a new center of operations develop in far western Vietnam, Det (lNJ'; had been deployed in the 101'1<"-1' Eassac l.llltil .' ear·ly 1969. when it was seni; to the southernmost corner of Vietnam, the Ca Hau peninsula, to provide support for Operation SIA FWAT 0 The crux of this operation was to contest, the Viet Cong's long standing 
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control over the Southern Jelta by mov:ing a strin8 of barges into one of the waterwa;y-so :l.'he barges would act as a sphere of influence for tile national government and serve as a: market for local farr.lers who otilerwise \~ould be forced to sell their crops to the Viet Cong at 
en~ dictated priceso 

Operation SEA FLOAT marked the start of a campaign to drive the en~ from his previous4r secure stl'ongholds in western Vietnam. which gathered momentum in mid 1969. Soon after its forr.tation, Det UGhT moved from 'lay Ninh to an LJT off the coast of hach Gia.o 1'.ar4r in Sept.cmber, Det SIX, the last of .the original lower Delta uetachmenta, joined Det nGlIT at I~ch Gia. on another 1ST Q Later that same month • . the !let SIX's mobile base steanled southward to the mouth of the :.long Ong Doc. placing iJet SIX lllidway along the coast between Dets UGHT and ONE. Final4r in ear4r September, net TIlRl'E moved to a point off ha 'lien (VS 445425) in the Gulf of Thailando Thus u total of four detachments now guarded the western coast of South Vietnam. 

Upon its formationp vet NINL moved to the same station (aboard a !REM) in the upper Mekong that Det TllRl<L had ollce occupied. This lett. four detacbmentsetill !,'Uarding against border infiltration, with Det TilO continuing operations in the hung Sat .>pecial Zone. 

Follo'",ing the establishment of Det NIN1. in SeptQllber 1969. the area of operation for all ¥ one of HA(L)-3's detachments remained basical4r the same. with detachments occasiona.lly moving locations., but coverin8 the same goneral areas. This period of t:ime, from September 1969 to october 1971. enabled each detachment to become well establiehed, and extreme4r effective as indicated b,y an increase jn strike results. (hefer to Appendix lIla 

On the 9th of May 1970, shortly after Captain lw.rtain J. TWITI: took command, OperationTran Hung Vao XI. the Cambodian Campaign, began. The objective of the cambodian operations was to hit VC/NVA staging and suJlP4r areas, disrupt their LOes and find and destroy the COIl!IIll.Ulist'l"arty South Vietnam Headqua.rters~ The role to be played by HA(L)-3 was to furnish quick reaction helicopters for boat .operations along the i;ekong River. Recent4r acquired U.S. Navy SE.AWRD (unarmored liUl;Y utility helicopters) aircraft were utilized in passenger pickups and emergency medical evac­uations (l·lEDEVAC). Elements of the first SMLOffils (Plfls, PCFs, and Halos) penetrated into Cambodia along the Mekong River to the Neak Loang Ferry Landing(wr 32(445).. 21.7 miles from the Vietnamese border. Det IIDHT staged off the USS HUNTl hDON COUNTY (LST 838) from Long Xuyen ·CS 52l4l6) to just insiJe ~outh Vietnalll. near the Cambodian border on the Mekong, and assumed the Juties of the primary tactical air support for the Naval units ineiJe Gar.lbodia.. Dets F'IV!' and NINI acted as the secondary and reserve units. Vets FOID, and SHIN were involved in the Parrots beak Operation during the ear4r part of the Cambodian Operation. Vet TI·tm.:E. at Ha 'lien. also contributed in the venture along the llekong. 
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D£crI~nfl[q(ung Dao XI was officialJ.;y tenninated with the with­drawal of U.S. forces from Canfuodia on ,30 June 1970 and was considered extremely successful in its achievements in reducing the Viet Cong and North Vietnllmese pressure on the Hepublic of Vietnam's borders. 
The one major detachment relocation during the above period was Det ThRl'I.. !Jet TIIHIE moved from lIa Tien to Ca Nau (WR 196142) on 5 August 1970. Facilities at the Ca lTau long strip were nonexistent. with' er_embers sleeping on the l:SP and cooking their J:\ca.1s over fuel oil fires. lloweveri after a relatively short period of time a hootch was built at the strip and quarters were made available at the NACV compound in Ca j fau City. 

As areas of the Delta became more pacified. the need for a strong concentration of detaclunonts in any ono particular regions became less important. In May of 1971, ~Iith the sqlJlldron now. under the leadership of Captain Charles O. OOIi.GSTiWH. Jr., Det SIX moved from an LST off the coast of the U-/·1'inh. at the ;;long On ])oc, to !-hu Loi (XT 862158) Army Air I'ield nOl'th of Saigon. This move left tho southern tip of the Ca }fau Peninsula to be covered by !.lets orn. and ThRLl.. Det SIX was gi von the responsibility of covering the Saigon River. a major infiltration route into the northemSaigon area. 

Det Nnne, in late June of 1971. moved froM the mB.1-21 at Tan Cllau (115 2609.35) to an LST off Kien Hoa and ViM .liinh Provinces on ~he eastern coast of the Delta. This left Det F'lTh at Chau lJoc solely responsible for Hekong River convoys to Hmom Penh, the Seven l:!:ountains, and the western Plain of Reeds. Det ~INI became very active supporting Army units in attempting to clean out the lien Da! (XS 9219), Thanh Phu' (XS 67(0), amd Long Toan (XR 6775) Secret Zones. Due to weather con­ditions off the coast in October 1971, ./let NUll'. relocated to hinh Thuy 'and has served as an all purpose detachment supporting Det FIVE on' convoy .operations, and other detaclunents. during peak activity periods, The Det.· NINE fire team also stages out of Thanh Phu at night to support it I sold" AO in Kien H04 and Vinhbinh hovinceso At this time the nine IiA(L)-.3 . Detachments have the capability of covering more of the ilelta I:egion than ever before. (I.efer to Appendix I, Item D). So much for SF.AlvOU' Gunstd,P operatiansoo •• ooo ••• o 

As previously stated, in January of 1970. eleven HH-lK anI UJI-lL "Huey Slicks'~ or SEAL<IWs were added to the squadron's inventory of air­cra1't. These Navy owned helicopters. in contrast to the ~mships on loan .fran theAX'IllY. were given the te.sk of' providing logistic support to the squadron's detachments and supporting 1Iat'ious 11.S. Navy and Free World Force units, thereby conserving vitally needed gunship flight time for its pr:iLJary combe.t role. 
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The SLALORDS. based at squadron headquarters in Dinh Thuy. have 

been instrumental in maintaining the detachment gunships in an "Up" status. 
This often involves niGht missions over extremely hostile territory, and 
under adverse weather conditions, carrying vital parts and personnel to 
the detacbments. Often UllheraldeJ, these S1ALORD flights are an important 
contributing factor in the SF:AWOLVl.S outstanUing record of destruction 
of enelltY forces in the Delta. 

The SJ;ALORDS have as another primary mission the support of Delta 
~aval Forces and the Vietnamese Tran !tung Dao Commandso This involves 
transporting key persoxmel and equipment to outl.ying bases, quick reaction 
support missions, exal.1ple: flying fire fighting and other emergency equip­
ment to bases in danger of destruction, carrying VIPs on fact finding 
raissions. and proviiing area commanders aircraft for visual reconnaisance 
of their areas of operationo 

SEALORDS also are :l.nvolved in combat missionso These missions noI'l:lally 
involve two S}.ALORUS inserting and extracting U.S. Navy SEAL Teams of four­
teen to eighteen fully equipped combat troopso l'he coordination of two 
SLALOllOS. a SFAWOU' fire t.eam, and aiJ.;;AL platoon conducting covert oper­
ations in en~ held territory, has proved to Le one of the most successful 
applications of U.S. Naval. assets in a L'Uerrilla warfare environment 0 

Approxir,1ately 150 such missions have been 'ltlccessfully completed. Also 
'in the realm of actual conbat, S; ALORDS have been called upon to execute 
medical evacuations :In life or death situations,. often taking enemy fire 
during the operationso 

Currently there are eight SIo.ALORDS in the squadron inventory, three 
of the original eleven having been lost during operational 1'000u:dt.rnents 0 

Statistics concerning the SlALOR,lS are listed on page 9. 

In the past rear. October 1970 through October 1971, (particularly 
since August 1971) the level of eneJIW initj,ateu activity has decreased 
.significantly, causing a correspondine; decrease in Sf.AWOLF scrambles and 
requirements? (Ret'er to J'pprndix III). The absence of U.S. controlled 
river patrol craft. UoS. advisors on thE! boats. and U.S. SJ<AlS has left 
the Sl-,A\YOLVES supporting primarily VNN assets ani ARVN troops in the field, 
and scramble situations involving attacks on isolated RF/PF fortificationso 

In July'1971, UIl.der t.he coordinat1.on of (,onnnandeI" Don UCHOLS, a 
Vietnamese Air Forice (WAF') Indoctrination and l"amiliarization (I&F) pro­
gram started, The purpose of the program was to teach the Vietnamese 
SI.AWOLF tactics, inclujing night and instrument flying. anJ problens in­
.volvl!ld::in quick reaction gunship su.pport. of other Vietnamese 1ll1its while 
operating from outly:ing ba.ses ani 'J.irfields o The first WAF class,. con.­
sisting. of ten pilots and ten GUIlnsrs. lmderwent the squadron's pilot and 
aircrewmanns grounJ school Syllabu:l the first t,~oweeks in July. Then a 
pilotJ::mnner team was sent. to each detachment, with the exception of Oet 
TWO wh~ch received two piJ.ots and two gunners, .,here they were rapidly 
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assimilated as SLAWOI.VES. This first group f:inished it v s SbAWOLF tour 
. on 30 ~,Septerilier 1971 with each participant lo&;ing approximatel¥ 75 
flight hours. The qualifications attained by these Vietnamese aviators 
were. seven Attack Ilelicopter Aircraft Cor.unanders (AIIAC). two Attack 
Helicopter Pilots (AHP). and nine aircrew gunners. four of these gunners 
additionally qualified as plane captains. 

A second group started the ground school syllabus on 20 September 
1971. This unit is composed of an equal number of personnel as in the 
first group. \'lith two pilots frou the first group remaining on detachment 
because of their exceptional abilities and prospective attainment of 
Fire Team Leader (FTL) qualifications. 'I'his group will spen.! an addi­
tional month with the SLAvlOLVI.S to terminate their tour on 31 January 
'1972. As with the first group, each Vietnamese pilot and gunner will 
fl¥ a minimum of 25 or !!lOre hours per month. 

The success of the liA{L)-3 Vietnamese Air Force 1&F progra.m in 
tenns of personal achievement has been exceptionall¥ impressiveo 1y 
the 31st of January the Vietnamese Air Force "SIAWOLVlsrr.assigned to 
llA(L)-3 are expected to have eight qualified Fire Team Leaders (FTL). 
ten Attack helicopter Aircraft (;o;illilanders (A1J1C). two Attack helicopter 
Pilots (AllP). eleven plane captains. ard nineteen aircrew gunners. 
These men will provide a strong nucleus for VNAF sup~rt of Vietnamese 
-Naval craft and ARVN ground forces :in the Hekong iJelta should that 
service anSlllae a role siLJiliar to one nO~1 being provided by the US 
t(avy Sl.AWULVl':>. 

In order for the Vietnamese mission and tasks o£ the US Navy 
Sl.A\IOLVJ:.s and SEALOhLJ:> to be assUJ:led by VI'lAP, there are :i.t:Imediate 
steps that must be taken. 'I'hese include the take-over of current 
iJA{L)-3 forward operating locations (FOL) by VI'AF with alreaJy 
qualified Vietnru.1ese personnel, and the establ:i.slllJent of a Vietruuaese 
logistic helicopter operating position in close proxiJaity with 
Vietnat\ese lJelta llaval Lor.T.land Hea:1quarters in lJinh Thuy 0 A~ a 
rninintum step toward Vietnamese asswC1ption of IlA(L)-3 mission, the 
forward operating locations (:in I~IV) at Ca .';au, f(ach Uia. iJong Tam. 
and Nha lJe (MRIII) should be taken over or manned by VNAF. If the 
financial burden of maintaining these four locations is not vlithin 
the limits of VI~AF. then the positions should be maintained by the 
ARVN and VNN in support of the VNAF aircraft and Cl'ews operating 
there. "lith these four locations an;l the increased capability of 
VNAP's "ll" model aircraft vice the "D" model aircraft currently being 
flown by this squadron (ltA{L)-3). 1i.he area of operations now covered 
by the SJ.Al,OLVl.3 can still be adequately supported, although some 
increase ir."overhead" response tiLw in scramble sitUAtions will be 
expo:rienced. hekong River convoy support could Le accomplished by 
gunships based at lJinh '!'huy staging out of Chau Lang 01' other loca­
tions on the border. Iluthorization for Vietnamese to land at Neak 
Leang (h'r 320445). Cambodia negates the necessitJ' for a detacl1';lent 
along the Cambodian border alt.hough retention of a clU'rcnt. . facility 
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such as Chau Doc '"ould allow additional flexibility should that 
situation cj~e appreciably. 

With, VNAl" gunships based in four outlying locations an(i a fire 
team :1nIlilili Thuy (WAF or at the present U.S. liavy facility), the 
Vietnamese pilots and crewmen \~ho have already flown as S~.AWOLVF.s could 
be assigned to each location. This would place four experienced men 
at each location for the purpose of proviJing on-the-jobtra:1ning to "'i't2 
t'ollow-on Vietnmllese personnel in night ani instrument flying,aJ1.d 
gunship tactics. It is hoped that a ;,riniInal number of aircraft' (tlvo:~~::';i! 
Ull-lll Sl1cks) aru.l crewmet:lbers based at either of the Binh Thuy locations 
for ,the logistic support of Naval units operating in the Delta. ,[ If'" 'if.'! 
possible and feasible. existing SlAwOU' facilities at i'Jam Can, Chau 
Doc, !Jen Luc. l'hu Loi an'! binh Thuy could be also taken over to provide ,':' 
for additional staging an,l maintenance support for both gunshipan~ ,', 
logistic hel1copter operations. hO~lever. except for possibly the ready';'; 
made intermediate maintenance faciliti0s that a portion of the present 
U.S. Navy Linh 'l'huy Complex would offer (rLeter to ippendix IV) to the 
critically oyerl~ed)J:tIAF Fourth Air ,Diviaion ,Ease at Linh '!'lIuy. the~e 
additional bases or sites are considered "niceties" but not "necessit~es" 0 

The basis otthefl~~ecommendationsrestson the fact that the"! "", 
Vietnamese will have adE),quate aircraft availability to accept ,the SI.AWOLF 
mission. However.' if thls is not t.he case, there are alternatives thilt 
can be intplemented to still pl'ovide the needed support, Following the 
daylight A1RCAV Pack Operations, gunships upon which only minor main-
tenance (refuel. rearm, minor checks, etc.) must be perform.ed could be 
diverteJ to the already mentioned forward operating areas for the ore... " 
quired maintenance. Then these aircraft could be utilized by the Viet-
nal'.1ese SFAWOLvr,,s for ni,>J1t operations and scrar.lbles as required. This 
mode of operation would also relieve the VNAF of a manp()\ver drain, as 
the men on the forward operating locations would be flying only at night 
.and a two crew allocation woull not be necessary. Ano'c.lJer alternative 
Would be to stage fire teams at tho forwB,rd operating lo:cations on a" 
rotatilrlg basis, This would be done with operational commitments and 
overlapping coverage of AOs taken into consideration. 

, ,""". 

';:t' . J ±rt'°COnclu'~ion. the primary mission of quick rOl4ction helicopter 
gunship support for grounl uni'i;s has b,ean carried out by tile U,S. Navy 
SJAiIOLVI,:'; in a manner that has established a proud tradition of success 
and accomplishment. lhrough the SlAWOLVIS' VietIUu.1ese Indoctrination 
and Familiarization program a firm foundation has been laid for the 
outstan,ling record of llA(L)-J to be continued by the Vietnamese Air 
!-'01'CO and it's most capable personnel, It is consideretl that this 
\1oulol substantially assist all lLVN Ax'tled Forces, particularly the Viet­
namese Navy., in their valiant fieht to destroy cOJ:ll:lUni(lt aggression 
anJ retul"ll the Uepublic of Vietnam back to peaceful pursuits, 
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CUfiR1..NT INF01J>'lATION CONCHiNING IiA (1,)-3 

DECl,IBER 1971 

C=tling Officer: Captain C. O. WliGSTlWH, Jr,,· USN 

Squaoiron headquarters: llinh Thuy, HVN 

NUllIber of Gunships (SHWOLVIS): 33 

Number of Logistics Support Helos (SULOfWS): 08 

Number of Officers: 136 

Number of r nlisted: 436 

NOTl: Above figures are "allowance" not "on board" 

Detachment locations (Current): 

Det 1: Solid Anchor base (VN Navy, Na:,l Can) VQ 998674 

Det 2: Nila Le (VN Navy) (3 helicopters) IS 937800 

!Jet 3: Ca Jiau (Long Strip) (AHVH Ease) WIt 1961J.2 

. Det 4: ben Luc (VN Navy Base) XS b18758 

Det 5: Chau iloc Op Base (\IN Navy Ease) WS 245715 

Det 6: 1'hu Loi (U.S. Army lJase) XT 862158 

Det 7: Dong Tam (ARVN base) (Old Reliable ;;ltrip) XS L~08435 

Det 8: hac!! Gia (ARVI~ Base) (Short Strip) WS 105045 

Det 9: binli Thuy (U.S. Navy Lase) WS 804140 

Statistics on S~.ALORD operations to date: 

12,123 missions flown. 

22.552 passengers carried. 

629,723 pounds of cargo carried. 
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