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HE C LA tSIE~ltn. :.. Ull4laalli£:l.ed Ull= :emoval of: eMlosu..-as (1) furcugh (6) 

no: OOl.~anOi1\g O:r.t'iear 
To. Chioi' 01" Na7al Open.UQll8 (~::iD2) 

2etl (a) ·~lPNA"!T:tNS'l' 5750.l2.L 

],;Y:,~l: (:U 113.\"l'ati~ (c) 
(2) :0~i'>..1Y' a.h'!:'Cl'!ol~ Na .. "ra:tiVlll (C) 
tJ) :.iw::-;;h.~ Cpe.:t'a:i;;low ~. (C) 
(4) Deoembel' 1969 Aviation ~ ftl:' Na.v;y 1llf,..1I. (o) 
(5);iol!~h17 .i\.vi~,tion ~(~} (0) . 
C~ )h.'ltJ1.l:r Etr.m:::s Os.;$'Il,'lolty S1.l.l:!illl!'~'''Y' (C) 
.( l'l 1- ~) 'fi'> ........ ,,-:.', :"~ct~':· .. ~ 
) i ," ... e.:..zf.,~""","_;,:.,. ~""' .. "l,;'""' . 
lS). j,~a :f:'t'!J8Il;nl:Od 1:-0 mlIJ.TlUt.r.tIO:n T.EREli: li':::::.-sOZtl11!1· . 

(9) :iJ.s'" of Dis'tinmlished Visiim's - () "'\ 
(10 )i]¢N o£ lb .. ~,s:r -o.i'Oi'f:tl:a.."'S - M\sSo ~ V\ ~ (no-\-. ~ V\ '\~ \ -e. ) 

1. In aeeo:.'dance ~d1:;h l'3te~ (a)lIeEClGu.ll'es (1) ~ (10) fitS' 
eullUttedq' . . 

<7) .. ~ .. '. --A-\ 11t 
n . -" jJ.t??~~-

~y to: (w/encl:l) 
cn{,'l' ACl'L.? (o:m) 
::'0'·~~F.*.IJThB~~:·?J\C 
( :', :,',.~~';::",:"~:' ~:.::'~; 7 

. "" _. R. BECKWITH \,), 

Di,,:~-,:·t~~J. 1;>£ i?~1:t,n:'~1 l!l\'~'Lnt7 (Op:~E9)" 
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Cla 1 Ap:ril1ge19 l!el1eopte2' Attack (I.1.gh1» Squadron TllRE:E(HA(L) .. 3)wa 

i'0l~£ 1.ly' estobl:.1shed at V\mg Tmi, RepubU.c of Vietnam. This 5qtlluirQn is 

'l;,'lc first oJ: :1ts type in :ntmIl hia'tcll:7 tllld tho 1'irst known avi:ltion organ' 38-

~':hepr'.uaa:l!".r tdssion of tIlG Seavolws at tmt time tro.s ini:.ord;i.ction at 

'3n( Gr .torcas in the Mekone Delta alld Rung Sat Special. Zone" Over tll£ l:!llJor 

ri' n ;; ani! tributaries seven datacbments Uel'S depJ.q,yed :f.".i:'oI:l 'ro.ricus ,uses 

• th: 0 : .bout. i'..ha I,ll alld 111 Corpe a:.."Ga8" 

f'apt..'l.in .Il.rt,hUl" l4lmS0ll stUlOelOdad COI!!I1'\!lllder Robe:\"'!; Wo SPEUGER in':pril. 1968!> 

':landing O:t'i.'i=' ci' IiA (1) .. 3~ T!J:ro1J{;!lout Ga.ptm,n EUNSCN1 3 :::;:nur-;;, as .,-.. ':.9 

Let.aclm\0nt. lVO has· been a.t Nha 1Je since the inoept.:l.onot the S~n"(cr:~I1(:,,, 

'a;d 'the misa:l.on to support Op8ra'i;1f>n3 in the Rung Sat Spe~ Zcas" u. t:r.l(tcharous 

!OO.; AJ of' swamp and ClmalS leading f:J:am Saigon to the seao This at'Ctl. las long 

bet n t,he target oJ: t.he Viet Cong lIlit-e and ambush acti v.i.ties 0 Det.'lcl:m:ent ~O 

~fa:. \ r!:larged in June 1969 to fourst·tack helicopters with correspondlng 
. ~.' '. . ".; . 

suh·, la'!'ge'anil oompl~, [j.t'S!;).. oil (lpe;t'ationo 0 

;$t-allhme:li; SEViN at.aging out. ot' Binh TIm;'!' co't"el'Gd the lOt1sr ;;as: a.;~ (/8 did 

.~'~.. !' .. n .. c. 1 '"'1;' "II: +."~ i' '.~ T ,~~'" "*·""":1' " ... ·,t· 0 "'0'';'''''''' Don" .~"'" .'i,n: &"'.·.~.lC!''i,Qfi'.''," ",.t.J.~ • ~ ' .•. ,"~., :,k .. ,,1. :".V~~f': ...-~.'~ '. ''11..1.. ",,~, 'II''''I;J. W . J;,j __ •• ,. ':' ", - ... 

. . " 

;.\; -"1"0' da-" ""n '\<:f'l ""Ad- C~"'! :~. "iI' 'ir'lu:rt1 ,"'~.:~ V~','~ H - . rl:' .... -... !' ":,.t:· "C'atr~"'.:d:.~ 

0.. ~~, o. ',' ,~" ." ,."~,.,; "'''~''oE~ciA~i~,tfr:'En-

,0,;:' .. ;.0, '.",.:,.) (1) 
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ment sn replaced Detaclment 1'HREE 1n the ~ of' Vi.nh Long., tam ng up otat:ion 

a'!:oo...""d an ~'li lAter De1;aObment THNEE movod 1:0 J·!ue Hoa and then to a sh:1p 
in t:l$ upper l~one not tD.3: i':rm dotacltment FIVE. 

1'::0 interdictL."lg of infiltration routes betV<'le."l the V= Co Ta.7 <lr.d V= Co 

:long r::. '!Jere 1II3s' coda named Operation GiDn.t Sllllgehot; a:a (L) "':: Dotacl=tn at'e 

'>10;7';-:" a major role in tb1s operation. Datoobment THREE took par'~ in 

::is c (,mtion vllile ut l!uc Hoa, and Dotachments FO~R u:'lli SEVEL pJ..:!'ysd = even 

" .. , .... 

bs ':'\'~":eloped into ox.;;) of the most S1lc~aai"'JJ. cr>lllp3J.gll;:; in U.lli.ah ~:s <sr[Uf..dron haa 

, f ,l.l'1:,:' I):' pa. ted G 

J')t;ta~nt SEVEH also opGl'Stes in tIle G1ant Slingshot area.# .b.t;:vi'"1I-: moved 
:': ,,~ti~'#l~'i16Jt:'}, . . -",:" , ' , ".": 

from n;:!lb' 'l'l!i.ty 1:0 Ta;v l>linh in June 19690 For some time p ini',(lJ Jj genoo ! ~Gs 

~ld 1 ~'T. t.101!100, ray llinh as a prima" ell~, objeotive £01" use as a possi~) 
, ' . " " .. ::.~~:,~~:.~~.;:> '" : :;.' :"",''''''':',,'' : '" , 

;:'Ov.,./;.lonaJ., capital. Neal' tW' bcxrdar no:rt11101Gst of SaigO'll~ Tay Ninh we, eonB1d-
. , .. :~:?t{;~~ij;\~~~ri~'~'/-' . I ' • 

~~ hj· ~~tJ.y v1.1.l;Qe:rt:.ble i .. mt11 u1l1sd .. fcrOGs' moved int.o t:r..e ~ L, .1c.Ilr:: :,:urJi].:ers" 

... -" 
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en 8 October 1969, BA (L)-3'o dpem;t1o:na1 CCII!ID:t'tDents W\mI .cbangecl f'l!aa 

thooo of Opera.t.1.on Gome· W...:rden tcJ ~t.ton Sea.J;41'dso Operation Sealorda 

(30uth ~Cl3t As:l.a Land Ocean River Delta. strategy) is a. mission of cn~ 

n.re: E 'l.OM ;-,0 Ca Hllu peninoulA. tr.us prov.l.d±ag support £or Opel'8.t1on3ea :ri2octo 

ds . r. :·: .. t:.i.(m mru':lrod the st.arl of a ca.mp;d."lg to d:dva the enemy i"r= nbs 

.'Gv:i " ..f S8CUl'e strongholds in thst area.. XOO Hob:Us F'loati."lg Base aata ns 

L.JcoJ. f",:;',C;':lT'o ' .. ;ho .mule!. othez~Jj.se 00 i'oreed 1» sell tho:l.:l. c.rops to t.he liet Gong nt 

c )ntrtiJ.".o:2 p:rioo~: Scon after its .f;lmlltttion, llotac!=nt EIGh'T i!lO,,"sd fi':lllI 

r w N:e:r., to Ull ~Toft the coast at Rach Gia and in earl.y September? Detacbment 

''fun last. of tlw: Imler Del ttl detaehmentsg ·, j oinGd Det.a.c:!mlent EIGl1T at 

~.'lilmn,l\i noutlnrorc1 to the mouth of the Song One Docp pjac:jngDet,achmant SIX midway 

J .ong. t '" COIll!.l't b;fi:w;3en Detnobm&nt' s EIGHT and ONEo These :redeploYLlonta of 

Thus~ a t',lta.l o:f four detachments 110U (Stlf.lril tl: .. e "l>u>-..o:m 
. " , 

; 'i7 -::1,.;, ;~"::''::'::::~:t';e n.t~1 r:;f..3 .. ~:..J. ,£:,~ir." ".:'dil1g. o.{)!i,.:U~$"G l:~'C.'~f.!.',1~· .. L~·,?:L .. l·;:~:·:').'~·.;i';")-:~f;o : "i f~l;. d':~'·[ • .:';,::;b,? 
,'/~:':. .. , \;, '.;" 

'1011'i:inl.l~,ng ,S~rat.j.uns in' t.h') Ru.llC' S.lt SpocioJ. Zor.e., 

::':1.1':) t (ia·'7f(Mn-~d ail"c:c()l'b cf: WI. (L) .. :3 commenced or0!'atiol'lS on 'PIJe=11!l:t' 

. ''":'('' ,.:.; :",.~.", ... ~:.' ,~ .-.... " ,.'. '-' 

itc. 

',. 
, j'-. 
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; :'<' ,~. ',,~~.,;,i, 
'Wherever the R1vorPo.tro1 Force baa (lOlXI to seek out tbe enot:IY;t1le 

Seuvo:Jl";es a.."ld Se;:Wxrd~ ba.w bElen O~by to provide aorUil protect1on 

• 
'1et.a~'Jn(mts located in lD.t'gc 'lX'ban centers along t.':la cenat or on t:ae J.arge::, 
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CERQiJR.WGICIIL lTAIlRAlT.'N - 1969 

t! ~,~'~~ ~,I.l.f~l"r' I'E' -0" DLull.H~'} 

,;\~-r""~~il:-I::-.:!_c'n,_ '·'no.s .:~r~ ,.,.,or""l ........ ..,~"; of ~J"'4' .,. ..... n Iln~r l7''-:1 ""l.l" ..,'1 C{"--....... - ~_-'..4. ~ __..l,..,.L..: ......... I..A.L ............... .. ....... 1;.1...... ........:. ..... ~ ~, J.i.. _ '-".> 

'w t,ho Gulf of 'n\.<cUand at lb Tien. Dats 3, 4~ 2.2'" ;; 'Jore 

';D Il!tcrc1icticr. OperotiOT S 5.:.1 the Vinh To/Hc.c11 GiC'ill[; Th..'1!'.h lr:l'loc:t'l-n;'}" 

" ~t',R 

wcated at An Song upper llakong H:Lvor. 

1:LcutCl11Wt CarIr.Jnnder J. 1.. Y.E'2ES rcli<:TJcd COl:rr..nuo:r S. R. S;lYDER 

- 0,-,"'" . :l r" ~ '" (I \ 3 D ,. " fO"'] 1<" ,. 0') [\;;) .:. ... 1. ..... r.:r- n~.n......r;;e, .u .. J.. ',-, -0u ,.") \J.... ,00/0) 'Il 

", .". 

.. '. 

rJ ·In'''~ 
hi! l 

fr:. (T)\ '~ 1"1...,.1. ~I ""'>0"1".. , .... .:-,."',1 
~u\ .... ' '.:';1;:) ..... ,.,l". ~ ,.,-.U .... ' ..... ,."., .......... 

r)'nfl' n q '="''''''1~~ l CJ'<t;7 ~.I,~ (,..~.' ..... !.'-' . .., ...... \ .1..'... 

r' ,.,' ' ". 
":"~',}.J 

-?CiI.Z nC,~.r FiTH. DiJ,i Dung 0 !.:. SEA! .. 
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':: :.,. j " ~ '. 
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objocf.ivo. As Seo.t;ol.f.' .305 (lCI:lriletcd ;liil rodwt i'i:rin<; ::md 

b:rol:o ho h'Ul Ill1 encine failure. .305 conti.lmoo the i.urn ".nto +.,0 
(·rl..ild :!.ill<:l C\.!ld =shod into ,om open i'ic>.J.d (VS 4.30 520). len J\m;:{ U1l-1D 

first a.ttc:::Jpt to lal1dr but lJC.S SUCCOCGi'ul 0)1 til'" secondf !l.!Jil 

nron;,~c Si::.:u:' 

SinGle .Action lur "cilill 

3::.ll2'10 J.ct.:l.cn [i.ir ~;cdc~ 

SI"!i{·;lc itc '~:·:;wl,:,.\1 ,"ll} ~ ~ ~er1.-:J. 
'". 

::~ :;.;"~i~Lo ~:':~·G:'. Ol';,I. .:'~~tr . , -. H-:~'1.l 

SinrL{'~ Ac:(~,~.:)n ;!.i:r :. ieckw. 

' .. 8 ~ •• 1 ; 
J',.! . ..; .. . " ... ., 
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LTJG Robert. J. RIliAllELLI 

A0'.3 NeU \01. McDOl!ALD 

A]).J2 Vincent G. P.WlIE 

,W Hon:lld C. KIITGH1"'Y 

,LCL-R. ,fames Co ALi'\I:lli 

'"TJG William A. FEidiEU. 

.:l'JG EDbert 1\. !W,s[J 

'~TJG stewart L. GIllGlilCII 

.\33 Daniel J. HI,:GINS 

ADJ3 Dale G. ilDOl,1 

,iZ3 Daniel J. HIGGIll"S 

,,,])J3 Floyd A. CJUllillS 

;\}IS3 Dwaine G. b'ETllEROLF 

flO:; J0SS E. DR.illBUIlY 

: J.1 Charles W" PIT1'HAJ:.T, Jr 0 

. :D!~ C~ t .. 'l nJ. >?:;:- ,) , r·: o • , 'Ii, .~..;;. 

. ':\JG l\snnEith \v.~ LQmlli~ 

'··J'I' J L o<"L .') .'1. ~ '~r.ry ... .iv.:.h.· 

Silwr Star. 

5i1 ver St.:l.r 

SUver Star 

SUver StD.r 

Silver star 

Bron:~e Sttl.l' '1Jil:h "il" 

llronze :,'tar \1l:1;h "V" 

Bronze S tar wi 'tIl ·VA 

Dronze Star vith n-!" 

Bronze Sta.r ~,:i.:t.h wI" 

Bron?.~' Stu.r ,,:l.th ,,-;n 

Dronze Star wit]'! Ir'l" 

Bronze star wi 1;h "V" 

Bronze :owr vIi -:-'h "Y" 

Bromos star m.-:-..h mJII 

Bronze SWl? l~i~:.h tt-':1tt ' , 

!kO!l~;e ~:;w.x· ~;i ~11 ,t"Ttt 

Bxonzc $tar \;fi'iJl ".,., 
Single Action Air l!edal 

irn v'Y G;.)~""U7ll?z~,"L~:t t':.O!l '~!i i~t :rTt 

i-;'t,t"!i'::l CCr:;T,1i"::"ld a t..t 0 (l :,It.h "t~'pt 

l'hr.V':! CO!;1msndo."t,ion 'rit..h ;n,"'ft 

!h:.rry C.:)ITM\;'lda tion '~d~ th rt1[11 
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:2 J,Pf: u·s GJ\RRE'I'T CClITlTY (IST 7S6} u:!. til llA(L) ... 3g Dot 6, mb:lrked,. 

·~·clO<'.Qted to viclr.ity of'Villh Lonao JL~(L)-311 Dat 6
1 

illlsuncd 

0TU '116 0 3090 

·~t choIJT)cd to OW ;for Opera'tiion S;Uver lL\CE n9 tho, coosicl 

ltnging at Hoa Iloao 

.))'''UGhod and 1:;».I'ot into i'l.o'l.1'1e8.. The pilot, ao-p:iJ.Ot1 nr.d one 01'= 

JSH, 7'74. :;:S 93) 1Jt.6 r:rumor'. 5;n the Hl'ecloo.ge and L'Ul"'l1Oc1 to dee.tho lfmiJ.d 

)0 raSClt01'8 OlL 'bho scone ,<ere prevented frat? o.iding GROSS ba~a.11se ~f 

" 0" 

) 

-, -,-.-~ ' . ..... ~, .. . ;, 
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DJIIl gunnel' AO.3 Micho.el E. :3CIbl.~.HOC1Ci>R. LSI:, 871 62 40> vare 

1111S seriously injured. 'l'11e lead ship, 50a;lOl.f 305, vas hit in 

inj urlad by enemy :f':ire. 

,.D,H 1.1 O,~7~~. 

,Clift .181;:0;;-

,'11 \J I:J:.IIAMS n'·il 

.1-,~ ImYES 

(' '':'"!' ~."' -.; ~".:~.,.I 

,\N Denn;,fj R, :ilLEr 

. \.:-; Chu.1"]~ Qa"Jl,~L'~Sj$tI 
,,~-""''-' 

'," 
. ,~'. ':,~ 

."", ,··'·r , :.:; :":~" " J~.~.~; 

. ", .. :·.:.':,'::'·~L 

.. -, . .' -. . . ~'" 
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pel'l!llll!ent dut;:r smtiou llL"lh Tllu;y vice Vung Tau. 

1':.!U Seawol£ 310 of HA(L)-3~ IJetSII, crashed due to J:lE!chanicaJ. failure 

on t..ike off at I')'" Tl:o. ilo r;arsonr.el caSUill tics occu:redo 

lJinh Longo 

~i3 CorI1lll1·mdol' lU:~()r P:ltrol Forcoo 

"7 

'i 'UL lU(L)-3~ Dot EIGHT ws assignod to em 19409 O.lld Wmporarll;r 

ilssie;n0d to Tay Iiinh t.o :;",siut net 7» provIding close air € l];.x:rt 

., 
,~ I 

'""., .. , ~ 
"~".: ~J...;.:> I 

:>, I. 
... ~. 

" :~ .. : ," ' .... ::, 

:.~-(; ur,',IJs..: 
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15 SEl' Sea:.1Ol£ .302, l)Qt EIClll'! crashed on tak1!J-off i'l'om the llSS 

HilliNE'l'T CO11M'!. A!1'3 sto,phen A. JOmISON, LSN, 00' 0642 

and ~I'I1 Hobert J. ARr;O!.D, US;! t 696 S3 45 yere ldlled in the 

\lecldent.. 

LCDR Walter B. LESTBa, Jr., USi, relieved LeDR Dennis Ii. STREY, 

lJ81:, as Qi'f:!.cel'oJ.n-.CI'-.:u'/39 llA(L)-3~ Dat ElCH'!" locc.ted a:u Raci1 Gia. 
~ 

liA (L)-'3; ));jt NnIE acti1;'(d"..ed ;.lnd chopr.'~<l '':;) GTG '19!;,oO o.r.rl lOC'l.t<Jd 

<>.t Tay Hinh for operations in GiMt Sling Sho'G o 

H:l nov (JDR ICer.nath A. HP.J4HAll. USN, 636:376, .-eU"~,,,d LCDR J(llll93 C" 

,JILKlRE, USN, 6296S!S, as Of'f'icer-ir,,,Charge iLJ\(L)_3, Ilet l'01J1~. 

located at Ben Luo. 

Song (jag Doco 

Ch,.";;.rl.??~ EA(L}'-/.3~' r~~~ r~;JO i~-G llhv, J~'"):~ 
:\ . 

;>;C ~'~::S:~>f;;;)lf:3 L3,') DQ,·t TWi~/ {~l"n.all/Jd. o:r~ 8. ).0,; . .[ 10'!,y:<~. :;-.''-3 '~'_)~~;.tH;j ;J:!'": 

USH, 54~~ 22 96 Has lUll.ad in 

-;;, . ';' . 
, '..!<,!..""-; ,-, 

,,', 
" .. ) , 

'/ . ./ ~. " 
~" ,~:. ',( ,~f: __ .L .... \,;; ~,'.;:' 
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,urI pF.r3 11..1~ i,I'll MAY JUlI. JUL ?;IG <;:::1' OCT jlQV ;:';:~C ;\ij(. j.;' .... ', ______ ...... _. _______ ............. _____ .:; .. _ ... ___ -.: ___ .-.= ...... _ ... ;,;,;.._...;.: __ ."._''' __ ~. __ .,~ .. , .... ,." ........ ~ ... ,_ .. _~ .. _ ....... ~ .. ,.,..... ,"" ..... ,,,,,,.,,., ... _.~, _.' ........... _ .... " c .... ~"'._. 

LD:;LO HOURS (U!l..l B 1 
(Ua..l L2' 

TARG3ts 0£' Oi'POIU'Ul!I'rY 

FL'l?Jo'lGi!TS 

(Iap;.llEIl/l\~:'TnOIED ) 
IJ ,T'l'U:~i\ti:\G£ TQ(lI/l.~1 B) 

•• 1.§~"",.1_--,-1. ~? 1317 

-:;~~ 
,,~..t:: 

80 

.~i\7 

266 

.34 

4/Q. 

g 

,,~8 21L---l°i 19!1 159 

6f? 1) It'i 74 83 

25(>. . 236 
...... -~-~ ... ~ 

. 200 222- 156 

1111 16(, 183 154 127 '--_ ....... "-_...:..=-_.~J.__1~.9.i'~B'--__:1:..<:.l9tL-19·L_.1'~~~e_2"Q?_ .. _f.'.91._ .• 2,; LL.· __ . 

(t.!} J9 . J.? 43 42 ,_...,.._'" ... __ ........ _....:-._.-'~ ___ "'2 ... 5 __ ~9~S __ 21.... ___ .<tsL ___ !U .... JD9 .•.. .....:!!L.-.. _._§I.,~L ... .•. ' __ " 

4/0 2 " [it 2& 3/0 

'~ __ -11t __ 8 9 

2/0 

10 

. . 
1.1 " 

;,:0 'I'~· .. . ' . _""-"'.=_...;:..(...,.v_, .• ~_"_._!-.. ~.·1 ....... _._.t?\;·I.!.t........::...<J>_ ... _. 

i t; 1 '\ .; ::~q • ___ c!_., ..... __ • ___ .• __ _ 
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DECEH .. :ER , 969 ,WIATI01~ SUl-lM.:W 

N.1TY Ua..1L 

TotaJ ~\)s3essad ~;d.rora.±'t Hours • 

Tnt,,! )parationaJ.~ Ra!ldy :io\lr3 

r .. "Ii::. ~ ,~,.rm :!cnJS::J 
(:)"'; ,,' ',hd, linsc.OBlulsd and 
'c'J,,: t: 19") 

?er d; Oper>l.tlon.~ l1yRood;y 

P~r G·£-: i~.t i·jOl"'iIl 
(;) (~ ~·I.;~C:;·· ~L~ri9 l.7.w::eh=- O:!J).eti .:':;::.d 

:1,.',.ji..1, _ rl:~ .. :.g j 

.1.ve"!'F" Flight (-!ours 
(Per.' ",rcraft 

:\va:.':;'. " <l Plight Hours Pel' D:W 

-
2016 

'1726 

:m.l 

36 

'1 /j' 

117.5 

1 ~;,,1 

2/71 

-'.. , ) ~'1'· .~ •. ''''~1'~'~ 4 
-'·.~.'''''oJ .•. " ... ~ \ 
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1'l::H. dENT, lHlilil 
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