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SAIGON - An es timated 500 
toos of rockets . shells and other 
munitions went up in a thunder­
ing series or explosions early 
Wednesday when enemy mor­
tars hit an ammo dump at Dong 
Tarn. a major U.S. installation 
in. the Mekong Delta. 

Despite widespread damage -
at least 25 buildings were said 
destroyed or badly damaged -
casualties were relatively light. 
Two Americans were reported 
killed and 64 wounded. 

At least two and po!o.sibly three 
N a v y "SeawoW' helicopte-rs 
were destroyed. One of the dead 
was reported to be a Navy pilot 
who was trying to get his craft 

into the air and away IjXPIOSions went on for th~ injured were reportpd to b 
nearby ammo dump~. o~~;~~C four hours, " he said. Navy men. 

ho~: op~neg A~~~S 9th J' itr:~:;tth~e~!~e~'eTfu!av~ er~hO~:~~:~ t~eas d~:~~e~~~It 
It also is site of a Navy river wha caused a lot of the injuries. ments behind which the muo 
port and a big civilian construe- " There was a great red fi r e- tions were stored preventf" 
tion engineering base. ball over the ammo 'dump and what could have been a con 

"It happened about 10 minutes you could hear the 'small arms plete disaster. 
after midnight." a 9th Div. oW- ammo going off like popcol'n be. The dump was on the riv 
cer said. "There was ' a great erfront edge of the base, nea 
flash of light, then a fanta stic tween the big explosions." the Navy facilities and helicop 
explosion." A spokesman for the RMK- tel' pads. There was no imme 

The officer said the concussion BRJ construction combine said diate report OQ where the mol' 
from the first explosion smashed the giant firm's Dong Tam of- tar shells came from, but it ba 
windows and tore the roofs off fices and sheds. located a few been become a Viet Cong tacti 
buildings near the division head· hundred yards from the dump, to fire mortars and rockets "­
quarters, about a mile from the were largely flattened, as- were the base from nearby hamlet 
ammo dump. several U.S. Navy storage sheds and settlements. This makes j 

He said the shock wave in the area. The blas1s also sev· hard or impossible for Al1iN 
caused a vacuum that sucked erely damaged more than 10 forces to react quicklx. witho1J 
emerging soldiers back into Navy biUets about 408 yards taking the chance of hurting k 
buildings and bunkers. from the ammo. At least ten cal residents. 
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Red Shells on Target 
Navy heHcopter pilots survey wreckage of a gunship La fr(ud of ground by coocussions from the exploding 

damaged warehouses at Dong Tam, Soutb Vietnam. One flier was were trying to get tbe craft clear of the area. 
killed and another injured when the chopper was hurled to the off by enemy mortars. Story 00 Page i. 
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