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On 15 December 1961. the 93rd Transportation Carlpany departed fro. Quonset Point. Rhode 
Island. aboard the U.S.S earr for their long voyage fraa their deep rooted h<R@s at Fort Devens. 
Massachusetts. to a new chall .. nge in too Republ ie of South Vi .. t Ham. After arriving at Subie 
Bay. Phil ippines Islands. th.. caapany transferred their noen and equi.paent aboard the U.S.S 
Princ .. ton and continued to Da Nang. Viet Nam. arriving on 25 January 1962. On 1 February 1962. 
only six days later. th .. 93rd Transportation Company was operational and began their dangerous 
flying mission in Viet Nam. 

Too 93rd Transportation Company readily accepted their new challenging tactical .issionof 
providing air transportation for combat troops of the Republic of South Viet Ham to expedite the 
tactical operations and logistical support in the forward areas of the caabat zones. This-also 
includes transportation of troops. equipment and supplies into inaccessible areas and evacuation 
o~ combat casualties. 

The CH-21 Army 001 icopters rapidly became "the pack horses of too Viet HanIese .oontains and 
jungles" -flying dangerous supply rOl~tes that a few months earlier tooIc land parties IIH!eIc to 
n .. gotiat ... Soon the helicopters crews were much at home shuffling equipment across the 
mountains. Loads varied from rn..itzers attached to slings riding below the ships to disas5elll!led 
parts of two bull ooz ..... s which wer.. flown to a U.S. Anay Special Forces outpost to build an 
~i.rst.r ip .. 

On 27 June 1962, 6e!l'?ral Hightower selected too 93rd Transportation Carlpany and attached 
'Jnits as the most outstanding company visited in the Republic of South Viet Ham. General 
Hi'lhtQWe ........ isit .. d a majority of the organizations in Viet IIam but chose an aviation ooit. the 
93rd Transportation Company as the most OI~tstanding. 

On 2 August 1962. the 93rd Transportation Company conducted the first large scale heliborne 
operation ever conducted in the r Corps Tactical Zone which consisted of a two company raid on 
th .. Viet Cong 5th Region Headquarters in th Do XA area. The participation of the 93rd 
Transportation Company permitted the rapid capture of the Viet Cong radio station and caused 
heavy casua It i es to be i nil ected upon the enemy. 

On 30 August 1952, t-he 93rd Transportation Company participated in Operation "'L_ Son U· 
another air-mobil .. combat assault against a hard-core Viet Cong Battalion deep in the jungles of 
Quang Nga i Prov inc ... complimented by 10 CH-34 hel icopters of the 1st Helicopter ~ VHAF, a 
heav'J qro'~nd ';og covered the landing zone preventing the first I ift until two hours after the 
p .... -strike, ino;tead of inn .. diately aft .... the strike as planned. Oespite encountering ooavy fire 
f ... 001 the '11 ef't .. d ilnd prepared Viet Conq the I ass of two CH-21 hel icopters to enemy qrOWld fire 
and the wounding of fou .. crew members, th.. 93rd Transportation Company successfully completed 
two "ir 1 ifts .into the heavily enemy infested landing Ion ... Of the twelve hel icopters fl'all the 
93r,; T r "nsporta t ion C<npany. n ine were hit and damaged by enemy fire and two shot down. Sill 
persons .... 1' .. killed and -Fi" .. wound .. d in hel icopters during "Lam Son II". All objectives- .,..,... 
t.a.ken~ 40 'Jiet Cong guerrillas were killed~ six prisoners were taken~ many enaR4 suppl ies 
j:lcluding an ammunition d~p .. ere destroyed and valuable intell igence dOCUllents were seized. The 
psychological .. ff .. ct of this succ .. ssful raid deep within enemy held territory was Uaieasurable. 

On 12 ~~ptember 1962. the advance party departed Da Nang on a classified mission to relocate 
the 93rd Transportation Company. On 19 Septemb!!r 1962 the 1st Marine Aircraft Wing of Soc Trang 
}.nd th .. 93,''; T.'ansportation Cmpany of Da Nang exchanged locations, the 93rd sayill4) farewell to 
the mountains and jungle thus moving to their present location at Soc Trang Airfield in the flat 
lcek<:lIlg River Delta. Ai" 1 iftin'l th .. cOOlpany to Soc Trang required transporting 47 loads; 855.299 
pounds of cargo; 195~i42~2 cargo-ton miles; 53~068 passenger miles and 96 hours of flight tuae. 
On 23 September 1962, the first operational mission in the Delta area was flown. 

On 17 December 1962, orders were recei ..... ed assiqning the 18th Aviation Operating Oetact.ent 
fr~ Okina .. a to Soc Trang per General Ord .. r 45. USASG, effective 5 December 1962. The 18th 
,~.O.[). has the mission of facilitating all. Army flight operations by providing flight 
information planning data, coordination of day, night and instr!Jllent flights. navigational aids, 
and Air traffic cont .. ol for th .. aviation unit to whom it is attached. Too lBth A.O.D. is 
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established with 39 Enlisted /'len and 5 officers to prOYide it services for handling a daily air 
traffic CO'.IDt ot':;o. At Soc Trang, the lBth A.O.D. normally handles as aircraft COt.Wlt of 103 
ad. ily .. 

In December tJ\e 93rd Transportation Company establ ished another .. i1e-stone and record by 
fh,inQ 1,017.2 hours i.n a single IIIOnth in the Republic of Sooth Viet lIaIII. 

AP BAC - 2 January 1963, on 2 January 1963 the 93rd Transportation CoIapany started the new 
y':>ar' on a tragic note. While supporting the 7th £nfantry ARVtI Division fre. a staging area 
la"ated at- a 5IIlall dirt strip at Tan Hiep, the entire f1 ight of the Clt-21, U.S. ArIIy hel icopters 
frcr" the 93rd Transportation Company .... s iUIlbushed by an entrenched hard-core Viet Cong 
reinf,,,.ced Battalion on the fourth assault rifle lift c~itting the reserve forces. In the 
henl stage of the approach fre. contour level, heavy .. achine (}\XI and autmatic rifle fire was 
recoived. Without rega"d for personal safety, the ten hel icopters proceeded past the al'lDOf'ed 
pe,-:oonnel carriers and the .. ain advancing bodIJ to land their troops in the designated landing 
zor,,". Hot one hel icopter aborted or failed to cOllplete its mission of getting the troops into 
th2 landing zone A 

ill though hit btj ground -/'ire the first four aircraft were able to laake successful take-offs 
fnc, the area. The fifth aircraft, however, was shot doom due to heaV\j ground fire. The crew of 
th2 sixth helicopter unhesitatingly diverted their take-off and attempted to pick up the crew of 
the downed aircraft and were illmediately shot down also. Th .. landing zone was untenable due to 
""err". fire which prevented further rescue attempts. The remainder of the fl ight departed for the 
5t-~qi"g area although the second aircraft had to make a force landing due to daaage fre. the 
',lr--Jund fire received. The dOlI/ned crews .,ere left to fend for themselves in the rice paddies 
ahead of the main attacking force, where they remained under enemy fire for the next eight 
h"'Jrs. One' man was dead and f iv" had been wounded by enany fire. 

Upon return to the staging area, assessment of damage to the seven rElllaining helicopters 
revealed onllJ two were flyable. Approximately one hour later infonnation was received fre. 
ground troops in the area that firing had subsided and evacuation of the downed crews could be 
made. The rescue aircraft was landed despite sporadic grotM1d fire and damage to the aircraft. 
When the load ing of the \>Iounded and CreI>IS \>las attempted, the tempo of enosy fire i.ncreased and a 
hedvy volWle of fire entered the cockpit .,ounding the pilot. This forced the aircraft to laake an 
mediate take-off leaving the \>IG "!ded and crews behind. The aircraft was fLlM'l out of the 
landing zone, blA 1/2 mile away a f -ced landing had to be lllade due to damage fral ~ fire. 
11e~hile, at the staging area, two other helicopters had been rapidly repa~ from parts of 
lOther downed airen_ft. For the remaining hOIJrs of the afternoon, aJIIIIunition and lledical 
~~acuations .,ere flown by these ships into the first three landing zones. 

Approximately eight hours from the time they were shot down, the crews and their I>IOUOded 
were finally picked up by A~JN armored personnel carriers. Then they had to ride for 
approx ima te I y two hairS through attack 5 with the armored personne I carr i ers unt i I an area was 
reached where they could be evacuated by helicopter. 

At the days end, nine I'mericans had been I>IOUnded and one k Hied in action. Of the ten 
helicopters c(lllllitted on the mission, all ten had been hit by enE!IIIy fire, flMr had been shot 
down and only three helicopters .,ere flyable to return to the airfield. 

On 3 and 4 January maintenance personnel from the 93rd Transportation Calpany flew to the 
dOlI/ned aircra-ft and .,ith disregard for their personal safety and only COlICI!I'fl for their 
equi~ent and the ultimate recoyery of the downed aircraft, they IIIOOt into the areas for two 
days under hostile fire, remaining there to e-FIect repairs. 

The heroism, esprite-de-corps and cOllll'adish displayed throughout the entire action upholds 
the C(lllllOO knowledge of the spirit the officers and men to the 93rd Transportation Cmopany have 
as be ing perhaps among the best if not the best in the Anny. 

On 10 Januaro,j 1963, the 93rd Transportation Company suffered another air tragedy when a 
CH-21 helicopter from the 57th Transportation Company enroute from Soc Trang to Saigon crashed 
with Three 93rd officers riding as passengers. All seven persons aboard the aircraft ....,... 
killed. The thre" officers from the 93rd Transportation Calpany were Captain Donald B. Toth, 1st 
Lt Lewis L. Stone and 1st Lt Charles /'I. Fitts. 

On the brighter side in January the unit received a playful 9 IOOI'Ith Bengal tiger ascot 
named "Tuffy" frOll I'W\G Laos. After his arrivili, Tufty \>IilS stKMered with attention and affection 
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from Privates to Generals, Tuffy ~as good natured, playful and usually hanlless. For.any in the company a scratch or scar from Tuffy .. as a treastred memory never to be forgotten. Tuffy's diet was not that of a normal tiger. His favorite dishes included weiners. steaks, llleat balls, and spaghetti. In the cool of the eyening, Tuffy always took his daily swi. in his ooon private swinming pool. Thus with a playful Bengal tiger as company mascot, the IllElllbet-s of the 93rd Transportation Company soon became widely known as the Soc Trang Flying Tigers. en 4 Harch 1963, Major Em..ard C. S~. the present c~er, assuaed ~ of the 93rd Transportation Company rei ieving Major Paul E. Ewing who was reassigned to the 4:nh Transportation Battalion at Ton Son Nhut. 
On 27 March 196-3, the first Machine 600 Platoon, of 1 officer and 20 Enlisted aen, arrived for 90 days TOY fraa the 25th Infantry Division in lialfaii for duty as gIa'lIIer'S on the Cl+-21 helicopters of the 93rd Transportation Company. 

On 25 J'me 1963, the 93rd Transportation Company MilS redesignated as the 121st Aviation Company <Air Mobile light) retaining their men, equ~t, location and history. Also in June, Tuffy, t~ Soc Trang tiger mascot weighing over 250 pounds and 15 months old, departed the 121st Aviation Caapany for the Toledo l»Iio Zoo. Tuffy no lonqer will have his """ private pool but will also suffer a reduction in rank frao Nunber 1 Top Tiger of the 1215t Aviation Company to Number 6 Bengal Tiger of the Toledo Zoo. 
In July, the 121st Aviation Company topped their previous record flying tilN! by having a busy flying month totaling 1.064 hours. 
On 23 August 1963, the 121st Aviation Company again established another record by having the largest Decorations and ~ards Presentations CeraDIJIl\I in the histOf'tJ of Viet Nam by decorating forty-four (44) individuals (almost 114 of the company). Lieutenant Colonel Wayne N. Phillips • Comnanding Officer of the Delta Aviation Battalion and Ma,v.,r Edward C. S~our, CORIander of the 121st Aviation Company presented on the date, thr .... (3) Distinguished Flying Cross, one (1) Bronze star with Valor, thirty-seven (37) Air medals and fifty-fOlr (54) II.1k L .. af Clusters to the Air medal, and 14 Purple hearts. 

In August the 121st Aviation C(JJlpany again topped the 1000 hour a IIIOf\th mark by flying :L.019.1 hours. 
"In appreciation of the outstanding s .. rvice and support rendered the 2nd Infantry Division <AR'JN> during the conduct of cOl8bat operationsH

, reads the inscription on on.. of the more important unit citations of the many awarded this company during the period they have be .. n in Viet Ham "for outstanding continuous service and. support in combat'l" 
During the short period of time the 121st Aviation Canpantl has been in Viet Ham, it has "shbl ished many mil .. stones and records to include having flown 14.243.8 hours, cOOlpleted 20,201 sOI,·ties, h"uled 14,968,952 pounds of cargo, tr-ansported 66, 7B1 passengers and evacuated 1,439 medical casualties. 

k; evideQce throughout. the history stated abov .. , th .. acccnpi ishllents, lIiI .. stones and records in addition to being the MOST decorated unit in Viet NaIl, one can readily 5.... why the men claim ~ith honor, pr(JJlpt and prid .. , th .. 121st Aviation Company, Hon .. of the Soc Trang Tigers. 

SOC TRANG by Car! E Bartecchi, M.D. Right ~.fter wr·iting this Hist,Jrical Report "'bout the 93rd Trans Co I 121st, AHC, I ,'ece ived a letter, book, and membersh ip dues from Car I E Bart .. cch i who served wi th thl~ 41·~t Mee! Det of t·he 121st AHC in 1965 and 66. He said his book "SOC TRANG" is no longer' .l',;a.ilable in book stopes but he has about 150 copies left. If' IJOU '}/Quld I ike one I,.~ '",ouJ d be happy to send a copy to you for $·4.95 + $1.50 shipping. Send ord .. r to: Carl E Bartecchi, 615 Dittm .. r Ave, PuebJo, CO 81005. 
1 ''.Ie rea.d the first three chapters since receivinq the book this afternoon and 1. f1 igh! '. recommend tl1e book. The book gives a d i Herent p .. rspect ive of the time and pi ace then J haVE> read before. It's ver'J "I.e I I written and w,1 I be v .. ry interesting to those' ~Jho served at Soc Trang. The book is written from the doctors experiences at Soc Tr~.n9 bl,t st i J leas i I Y IJnderstandabl e. I '01 sure al I of our members who served in our f1ed Det ~li I I want +,0 get a copy. 
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