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PREFACE , 

" •• , ,EverY organization has its own history which is 
distinct from aU others. It may have a history extending 
back before the foun4ing. of tne Republic, a brief history. 
or. in' the case of new units, no histQJ'Y at all •••• Newer 
outfits. tike younger brothers. should strive to excel thed.r 
s~ors." 

After first ~sting as a Transportation Harbor Craft Company during 

World War II and the Korean conflict# the 339th went mto a cacoon of 

de-activetion to emerge almost five years later in ~ p.ew form. Reorgan.­

ized as iIn aircraft maintenance company in late 1959. the 339th Trans­

portation Company betan its growth at Fort Riley. Kansas. Short:q after 

its second birthday in cams, the unit begin preparations f"or the long 

move to Vietnam. 

During the period covered by this annual suppji~t. the 339th 
~,~' - '~';,.' f ' .. ,'. 

Transportation Company (DS) celebrated its se001 ~.,miver6~ in Vietn~. 

Though hampered by a lI\Vl'iad of problems involvirli ~¢ent. personnel, 
, -' ,/\~' 

and transportation in 1962 and 1963. by the turrf~11 the new year the unit 

had dawned its 7-league boots and was making rs:~~t Iftrid~s tOW'arde 

distinction. 
'CI I ,\ 

During 1964, the 339th Transportation Company prbved ~*elf as the 
-,', /\1. 

outstanding direct support unit in Vietnam. By more 'tiW doubling th~ . .... 
number of man hours produced while achieving the highest quality of main­
tenance, the 339th left its supported units no doubt that they w61f! 

"always in good hands. 1/ 

-----_ ....... ---- --- .. -- --- -- -- - -- - --- -'- - --_\ 

1, The Writins of American Military !II story. DA :at.mphle1; 2o-2QO~ 
IT\n'l.et 19~~ J, P. 7 • . . . 
. ' ;: '-{,; -;' ~; , 
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M;[§SION: 

CRAPrER I 

THE MISSION 

() 

Throughout 1964, the 339th Transportaticin Company (DS) .. located. at 
Nha Trarlg. Vietnam, continued to acoomplish abd fulfill its designated , 
masion: To pr'Clvicle direot and baok-up third eohelon aircraft mainten-
ance, supply, and reo overy support to all specified units. Aooomplishing 
this among a multitude of changes and the lIIIloh increased aircraft density, 
the unit on many occasions went far beyond its assigned goals to aid in 
the overall U.S. mssion in Vietnam. 
CHANGES DURING 1964: 

During this period, many ohanges occured which are worthy of mention 
because of their effects upon the unit and its prescribed mission. In 
the first two months of the new year, the strenous effort of donverting 
from the CH-2l to the single turbine UH-lB helicopter was hastily comple-
ted despite the strain that this put upon the training of machanics and 
the facilities of the 'supply system. 

One of the biggest changes 'Ilhich occurred during the year was the 
increase in not only the qu&'l.t1ty, but also in the types and locations 
of the aircraft supported. In November of 1963, the 339th provided 
support to two companies of eH-211s, one company of 1J1.A I s and less than· 
one company of L-19's, all located at either Nha Trang, Qui Nhon or 

1 
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C) ··.C) 

C) P1eiku. By November 1964, the figures showed that m9.intenance was being 
provided for more than three companies of UH.lE's, one company of lilA's, 

'c) 

one company of CV-2B's, plus about half a company of 1-19's and four 
CH-37's, (To make the maintenance requirement more difficult, the 1-19' s 
were scattered over more th/m 10 air fields in I and II Corps, The UlA' s . . \' 

' , '-',' , 
had been ~versified to four different locations, the CV-2's to three 
locations ari'd the CH-37 , s to three locations in the large area north of , . 

Ph Thi· t) 
tl;:" '; an e " '. _ . ii";;" . ;.""c" ''\,,; ',' ':;' :i, ., 1. '_, _~:~.-, ',' . . :"',' _ : ,:-;,' y~ " ':_, .' r/~~, ~'~"'~~ ~;.'~!;. _ ~.- .:; ~":, ,A:::::..:' :'\',: ' >;,} h~'{Y$:t\*~SIl ,11~!! .P+~CEl~ _ uP<>,1} . i?ht!' ~3~tl},,'~#*nance capability /":'.~' " ,r·',:·': ~ ','<"- ~'< ,.' ! "'0-;' >3',,' " .-t:./",' -',/i' " ' , . ~1fr+1i!! 'f;bf~~riodbythe~ddit+bnof'a 60~teteafllllpany ~f CV-2B'~and t~ :, :<,"" ;.,:.: ,'~': '~:: L':~%';,: "",_ .. <'~~';:"'" ",,'_' " .. :, ,': " ,j" ,;' .' ~_ • ,-<::~" \::1 ,,; .,:0) f~~ ~"r,~?!~'·h¢+~~9P~:~7~~:~3;::~B~i~r~W;.~,f;,/I,~"lta:(,s~~~rted, In bQ1,l~ " 

" _,', ',,',. \ t .. ',',. , .• ;"-,'";:,-:,.' :,!.,:,~ .. _"",',.:.,;_~","1 '" __ , ,::' ~~fl?fl 'f;h!i' pr9,~;J,!'~ ?f. ~$q~~}!St~+y t~~e4®~ ~~~t9t~pi~~er~ qf .' . . " ::'" ~ "',~'~; ".'''',', :,!,' .- /' ,,' :",;', ,_,I',:: '-,'. __ --~.-'; ':"' ___ ".f:·:'<.,-~":- -:,: "~,,>/;-'::::',:-" ,.,':: ;. '_,:' 
I)a~ryre~q!l ~rs;rf1~r W~ff)}il~ mw,~f)~; r~'~¥ElfP9l)l~~ ~tb,~f!'?~;~~ j;??t~ 
~g.tl'W:¥p!lr~ !!il9rt~ti~I!' P¥tc~f! ii s,trQiJ.~ j;fl~#4 .~~ ~"t!J'~~" f.~~O;tr '. _ ,:" )./. .. ':~.J':).'",. <. '~', ' -',' J,;,; '" ::" '.:::;:' ,',,', ,_"~< - ')' . ;,,~,"';: , ; :,,:' ~ .... ' '. : ,,~, :<, . ,.' ,"'." , ,>:: ' ' _ ' ' addition to' maintena!iGll f~,.ftll. trrmlilientAX'!IW~.rQrll:rt iil th!l! l. anq Il , . ",," , ,,;" -;. \,::' :<':>;:'- ~.:,:,: (',', " ,'\' ;~,::,' ,- ;~'~~,"~ .,",;: r " :>": ,: "',;; " ,~ ," ~( ..-:' <:,'. ''''.> 
Corps area, the unit undertook the ta~k of Pl'9v;i.qt~':~1.nt~~a.wr~~4,\, 

.~\' /,', "_ "·',;;~1. ,,_~~~", supp~ support for approx:imstely six U-6At s asei~d to 4ifrllre~tf+e+q~ 
~. t~ are.p. ami tIJre!l 1-~' s bel.angtPa: ~ the3'rc\RJ1.U atHu~'~ . . . ,. ,,' , ... :, '- " " < ,:",\,'''': .. ' " ~ ""--, ' . .' 

"'Ch8,nges in c"l\lIl1and /lreas were also felt by the 339th. When the new 
year rolled in, the unit was assigned directly to the United States A:rnII! 
:}~, 'c • • 

Su~rt COll1lll/l11d, Vietnam, with direct supervision coming from the Air-
craft Maintenance and SupPlY Office in Saigon, LeaderShip in this office 
passed from tl)e I}ands of IMjor OlJinos to Ma,jOJ:' Roberts in April. , 

" • ,."; .• ': " 'j' ~,. ',' 
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·C) 

c) 

() o 
<kl1the 25th of May a major change occurred with the B./lsignment of 

the 339th directly to the Aviation Support Battalion, just farming at the 
time, with its headquarters at Vung Tau.

2 
Because of the distance factor 

and the initial organizational and administrative problems which the ' 
Battalion exper;i.enced in its first quarterly period, llIIl.ny changes had to 
,be affected .within the 339th to comply and adapt • . " 

As a period of calm set in after the new BattaliOn's gra.ring pangs, 
the 339th faced another change which most of the old timer's felt with 
a sense of lossf l"ajor Wayne E. 9:/.rk_ .. the COnm1l.nding Officer who had 
gtven a senae of true pride and accomplishment to the men of his unit~ 
departed for CWUS after serving his tour in V;i.etnam. He was replaced by 
Major Murry D. Sm1th,3 a man whose ability and leadership soon left no 
doubt that the unit had not been short-changed in the swap, 

Change loomed dark on the horizon as the rainy season and another 
Battalion entered the picture. On 1 November 1964 the 14th Aviation Bat.­
talion, newly formed at Ft Bemdng. Georgia~ and newly arrived :In Vietnam, 

4 
set up its headouarters in Nha Trang and aSSUlllGd cOlllllllUld over the 339th. 
'rtf!! IJeI::I.<><l o£ b .. nsdtion and. adaptati.on for the men of the 339th lasted 
on into the new year. 

Internally. nany aspects of the 339th changed during 1964. Most 
obvious and hard felt was the complete turn-over of personnel within the 
\lllit over the 12 month period. Upon his rotation to the States, 1st 
-------------------------------~------2. General Order 281, USASCo.V~ ]);ted 18 May 1964. 3. Unit Order 53, 339th TrB.\\s·Co (DSd)'1J)a.Nted6418 Sep 64. 4. General Order 731, USASCo.I( •. date l. ov • 

I 
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C) 

C) 

o 
Sergeant Jesse Havron was replaced by the quiet but efficient hustle of 
1st Sergeant Gardner Pridham. ]fJ!'. Hope Freelll9.l1, the I.qcoming Tech Rep, 
who was elemental in accomplishing the initial transition to the Huey's 
gas turbine engine, departed in mid July to be replaced by Mr Edwin 
Church. 

Certain other changes permitted the company to grow into the fullest 
accomplishment of its mission. In May the augmentation of three CH~37 
helicopters beefed up the unit's recovery and resupply capabilities to 
a point unmatched in Vietnam. In December, a fourth CH-37 added further 
versitility by giving the company the ability to provide more immediate 
se~vice to its supported units through dispersion of these recovery air~ 
craft within the I and II Corps area. Further details on the augmentation 
of the company's CH-37 section and the outstanding record compiled by 
this section will be included in Chapter 2. 

Also noteworthy in the internru. developments of 1964 was the growth 
of the unit's Tech Supply. Paralleling the increase in the numbers and 
types of aircraft, the Tech Supply nearly doubled its authorized stockage 
list in the 12 month period. Through long and intensive practical plan­
ning, the storage area for the supply's repair parts was quadrupled. New 
systems for delivery of BOF's (Equipment Deadlined for Parts), despite 
the increasing dispersion of supported aircraft, resulted in a decrease 
of almost 50% down time for maintenance. Details on the growth of the 
Tech Supply will be more extensively covered in Chapter III. 

'---~'-. 
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C) 

() o 
Under the guidance of 1st Lieutenant J:i.nmw H. Akridge, the 2nd 

Signal Detachment (Avionics) celebrated its first birthday with the 339th. 
Attached for rations, ouarters and administration on 28 July 1963. the 
detachment became an integral element of the company in the new year. 
Infected by the same spirit which molded the 339th, the small unit achieved 
a high Cluality of service and perfOrJll).nce which did true justice to the 
company1s effort. 

Despite the crisis and changes of 1964, certain aspects of the unit 
didn1t change. Through the added hours and sandbag details that followed 
the Bay of Tonkin and Bien Hoa incidents, the spirit of the unit remained 
the same. The spirit of cooperation and the sense of mission, instilled 
by Major Barker, were passed on by "short-timers" to those who replaced 
them. The sense of esprit-de- corps and high morale was the continuing 
factor which gave the 339th the ability to pass through the many changes • 
the pressures, and the turn-over of personnel to emerge in spirit and 
in stature, a proud and growing unit at the close of 1964. 

5 
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THE OVERALL PICTURE 

CHAPTER II 

MAlNTENANCE 

-

Without doubt, the most obvious and tangible product of any DSU 

(Direct Support Unit), such as the 339tIw is its maintenance. Activities 

at the maintenance office and "on the line" always tend to overshadow the 

other operations of the company, because they alone symbolize the end 

product of the unit IS mission. The completion of a recovery or an engine 

change stands as the visible result of the efficiency and quality of work 

which has brought distinction to the 339th. 

The statistics computed by the maintenance activity for the months 

of 1964 speak for themselves. During the 12 month period, the maintenance 

sections produced an average for the entire period of 19,700 man hours 

Per month. 5 This is more than double the highest monthly output of 1963. 

The shops accomplished 490 major job orders,6 while efficiently completing 

an additioneJ. 2336 intra.-:shop work orders.7 During the same period, 

maintenance personnel participated in 46 recoveries, and 32 teChnical 

assistance visits or mobile training teams. S On many occasions personnel 

were also dispatched to perform on site repairs at supported detachments. 

-----~--------------------------------
5. Computed:i.'rom DA Form 8:28's for 1964, on file at 339th 

MaintenanCE! Oftice. . . 
6.DA 2405 recorCjs, "Job Order Ledger" on file at 339th 

Maintenance Office. 
7. DA 2405 records, "Intra.-Shop Work Requests" on file at 

339th Maintenance Office. 
S. 'The figures were obtained from the 339th Recovery and/or 

Maintenance Assistance Log, on fUe at the 339th Maintenance Office. 

6 



• • (For additional coverage of the unit's accomplishment's, see chapter five.) 
. ."" ... 

The information incorporated above speaks for the maintenruj.~;e t\jnction 

as a single entity. It is important, therefore, that the work of the 

various sections within maintenance be: mentioned to aid in a more complete 

appreCiation of the overall accomplishment. 

FIXED WIm: 

The fixed wing section, like the other sections, was plagued by the 

constant shift.!p.g of personnel within the command and the normal rotation 

schedules. Working on an around-the-clock basis fleven days a week, the 

section labored to stay ahead of the work loada heaped upon it. With as 

many as five Otter engine changes in one week, the men voluntarily gave 

up beach time and bed time to deminish the backlogs in the section. 

The arrival of the 92nd Aviation Company at Qui Nhon, with its full 

increment of Caribous, provided new problems and challenges. Suffering 

from an obvious shortage of trained mechanics and hampered by the lack 

of necessary special tools, the men went to the books and taught themselves 

about the new aircraft. For expediency, some·aes1gned special tools to 

accomplish repairs where none of the required tools were available. 

Within 60 days, ~39th mechanics developed the sallV.) "alWa3s in good hands" 

proficiency which was displayed in similar transitions throughout the year. 

Also new to the section was the steady flow of U6A's and 1-23's 

through the shops. In a short time their newness was replaced by a know­

ledge and a skill which gave continued confidence to the supported units. 

7 



• • 
ROTARY WING: 

As was previously mentioned on page 1, the oonversion from the CH-21 

to the Huey (UH-1J3) was smoothly completed before the end of February. 

Aided by the continual efforts of Hope Freeman, Lycoming Tech Rep, and 

Joe Rentz of Bell Helicopter, rotary wing mechanics became highly profi~ 

aient in the maintenance of the new aircraft. Despite heavy oommitments 

in salvage and recovery areas, the seotion kept pace With its normal work 

load. (Recovery missions and special commttments will be covered under 

Aooomplishments in Chapter Five~) 

The men of the seotion. following the outstanding example set for 

them by NCOIC Sgt Vuce Grigorov, displayed a spirit of cooperation and 

iniative which other sections found hard to match. When the combined 

effort of these men periodically left the shop bare, their teamwork shifted 

to other areas and yielded cook-outs and beer-busts which brought oompany 

moraJ..e to new highs« 

With the augmentation of the CH-37 section in May. several of the 

more experienced mechanics were drafted for the new section beoause of 

the lack of qualified CH-37 mechanics. Leaving the Hueys behind, they 

fluickly infected the new personnel with the same spirit and iniative which 

had long been a. vit.al part of the 339th. 

CH-37 SECTION: 

Of the mmy ohanges a.ccomplished during the year, the a.ugmentation 

and'developnent of the CH-37 section stands out as the finest eXample of 

the company's a.daptability.· Composed of personnel from the 339th, units ., 

s 



• • 
at Vung Tau, and new men inbound from the states, the new section organ­

ized ouickly.9 It's first project was the task of de-preserving two of 

the huge lircraft at the docks in Saigon and readying them far the flight . . 
to NIla Trang. Within a month the two ships, plus a third from Vung Tau, 

had been nown to Nha Trang. Meanwhile, after gi",ing initial supervision 

in the de-processing, CWO Raymond V. Semora new the first C~1-37 north with 

a crew to establish the permanent maintenance capability at the 339th. 

Before the arrival (If the 3rd aircraft, the section's entire llISintenance 

facility had been established. Despite manw problems arising from short­

ages of special tools and repair parts, the section proved the completeness 

of its initial preparations by maintaining the highest availability rate 

in Vietnam for seven consecutive months ,10 

With the initial work completed, the ma.n of the section lost no time 

in bringing distinction to the company; Numerous recoveries, mass medical . . 
evacuations, and special projects .. which w.l.ll be covered in Chapter 5. 

succeeded in fusing the section and establishing it as an integral element 

(If the company. 

AL1IED SHOre .AND QUALITY CCNTROL: 

Among the most important, though less obvious contributions to the 

superior maintenance produced in 1964, were the jobs accomplished by the 

Allied Shopa and Quality Control Sections. 

-------------------~-----------------
9. General Order 106, USARPAC~ dated 4 June 1964. 

10. :1352 reports on file at 339th. The availability rate 
referred to here pertains to CH-37 type aircraft. 

9 



• • 
Beside manufacturing a large number of searce and locally invented 

speciaJ. tools, the Allled Shope! e~tablished a new mark by llompleting more 

than 2000 intra-shop work r~quests~ In uhhindered cooperation, the men 

worked oontinuou$ly at deminishing the "almost uriconquerable baok-log of 

re~uests~ Under their hands tons of rivets and sheet metal were oovered 

with acres of oamoflage OD paint to keep supported unit! supPlied with 

flyable aircraft. Maohinists and welders fabricated bits and Pieces to 

send out the finished product. From the shop vans as a coordinated section 

came the hundreds of locally manufactured rapairs which saved thousands 

of hours of down time for supported units whose prime concern was flyable 

aircraft to perfo~ t~ir mission. : '-'-/. 

Less tangible,; though no less important, was the work of the Quality 
" . 

Control Section., The only criteria for measuring, as such, the quality 

in QaaJ.ity Cont)'ol is in degree of exaotness and precision whioh tae OUS-

tomer notes in the finished product, ~t is of the great oredit to the 

technical inspectors of the 339th that, despite the urgent need for flyable 

aircraft, they saw fit to release an aircraft only after it met the high-
" " 

est standards of workmanship, To an unusual extent, the reputation which 

tl'lCii 339:th 'lr.ansportaticn Company compiled during 1964 was directly due to 

thCiiperf~icnwhich tb:'eise men cl,emanded. 

10 



• 
CHAP,I'E.."t III 

TECH SUPrLl 

• 
Considered practically, TS9n Supply plays a sub~tantia1 rolo in the 

perfor1Mllce of the 339th1e miseion. With the companylsdual role of 

lII!l.intenance and supply liIupPort to the aircraft in the .I and II Corps area, 

any break-dO'Wll in the flow of repair parts to the units would severe 1y . 

curtail the maintenance effort. 

'ilith this in mind, it becomes much easier to appreciate the outstand­

ing calibre of supply support pt'ov:l.d'ed to the 339th l!I9.intenance and to 

the supported units throughout 1964. During this period IInny improvements 

and innovations built the Teeh gupply into an efficiently functioning eection 

highly praieed by thoBe dependant upon it~ 

Before the chan gee could be initiated, one carry~over ·from 1963 had 

to be eliminated. This centored around the convereion from the CH-21 to 

the Huey, which he.d its profound effects on Tech Supply as well as Rotary 

1'1ing. First, the thouSands of parts on hand for tne CH-2l Il:Id to be 

expeditiously turned in througn the supply system to accompany the old 

aircraft back to the States. This involved not only the complete clearing 

and records adjustments called for at NIk1. Trang, but also tho recoipt 

and turn in of the thousands of additional parts coming from the supported 

detachments at Qui Nhon and Pleiku.Couplod with the geat exodus of 

parts was an even larger influx of new and strange components far the 

UH-lB. 

11 

\. 

\ 



• • The chnnge-over left little time for MVI?.IlCement until ea.rly in 

M:1rch. Unfortunutely, at thi.s tir.J.e, CD.pt Samuel H. Heerllll1ns, the Tech 

Supply Officer, received a ohange of orders and was transferred to Saigon 

to become orc of the Aircraft Consolidated SuppJ,y Point. en the 21st of 

March, 2nd Lt Keith P. Low arrived from caws to fill the vacancy left 

by Capt Heerllll1ns l depart./lre. lVith t he bulk of tho conversion to the UH-lB 

completed, the way was now opom for the advancements which followed. 

During a comprehensive inventory in mid-April, the left-over CH-21 

pe~ts and hundreds of JOV-IC, U-6A, U-8D and CV-2B parts not authorized 

for stock were weeded out and turned in through the system.ll . By early 

~fuy a regular system of supply assistc'1.l1ce visits had been established to 

standardize records and stockage criteria for the supported units. In 

conjunction with this, groups of supply personnel from supported units 

were brought to Nha Trang for the purpose of viewing and understanding. 

the workings of the Tech Supply as their next higher echelon. Classes 

were given on proper meth~ds of ordering and stock.?ge which soon affected 

a ntlrked drop in the previously high F.DP rate • 

. F..arly in ~UlY, the eminent o.rrival of the three CH-37's was lIlI1de 

known to the 339th •. With the high speed and efficiency which the SitUll. 

tion dictated, an ASL and special tools list was compiled and immediately 

ordered. Because of ~h$ small number of CH-37's in the theater, the 

--------------------------------------
11. At the tir.1e, the Tech Supply was authorized to stock no 

parts for the JOV-IC, U-6:., U-8D and CV-2B because none of these type 
aircraft were b<'l.sed in the I und II Corps area •. 

12 



• • procurement of necessar,r parts proved an exceptionally difficult task. 

• Only the close cooperation and long range planning between the CH-37 

section and Tech Supply r~de possible the high availability rate which 

• 

• 

was maintained. 

The addition of CH-37 parts ~rked the first notable increase in 

the ASL. In the next three months the necessary incorporation of parts 

for the CV-2, U-$D, U-6A and JOV-1C pushed the number of.items on the ASL 

to nearly double what it had been at the end of 1963. By November the 

ASL included more than 4000 line items, as compared to the 2226 of· the 

previous November. 

Other developments •. incorporated with a worsening shortage of quali­

fied supply personnel, necessitated further changes. In early July, direct 

supply support of a displaced platoon of Hueys at Da Nang (more than 250 

miles north of llha Trang) spotlighted the need for quicker and more efficient 

means of parts deliver,r. Through the use of previous4' untapped souroes 

.of Army, SpecillJ. Forces and Viet!Ul.Ll.ese air traffic, the 'bulk of shipments 

watlifted from the alreaqy overburdened Air Force channels. Utilization 

of similar aviation sources to the south 1:lroug)1t one very noteworthy 

result--de1ivery time of EDP's frou Saigon tlnd Nha Trang to downed air-

craft was decreased by more than 50%. By mid October, planned usage of 

the oomparw's assigned Otter an:! new4' attached Caribou had cut delivery 

time of aU parts to·30% of the time required on4' 12 months before. 

Sinoe the weight and volume of Shipments had :l,.ncpeased three-fold during 

thesa.t\El 12 month per:\.od •. this fact s~ol:1,.iz;edthe tremendous improve-

ments 'flhich had evolved in the supply support given by the Tech 



12 Supply. • • 
With the rapid build-up of the ASL and the antioipat ed arrival of 

the 92nd Avj,g.tion Company and the 51st Transportation Detachtlent at Qui 

Ilhon, other improveuents were needed to facilitate the growth of Tech 

Supply. Through relocations aIT! spot inventories, the number of warehouse 

refusals had already been drastioally out. After long hours of overtime, 

Teoh Supply personnel brought to cOLlpletion the reconcilliation of all 

outstanding requisitions with the supply point in Saigon and all of the 

supported units; Through a new system. of cross-checks with the 6llth 

Transportation COl:lpany in Vung Tau and the supported units, the EDP rate 

had been further cut by a system. of lateral transfers. The big probletl 

rem.aining was the pressing need for increased space. 

By early June the need for additional space had becOl:le very obvious, 

but finanoial shortages wi thin the cOl:u:mnd precluded an;y- expansion at the 

till~. Continued efforts by Tech Supply to alleviate the problem resulted 

in the laying of an outside PSP storage area on grounds Which had previously 

been used by the mintenance personnel. Long delayed construction on an 

addition finally began in September. Carefully designed by UajcJ/ Barker 

and Lt Low for the future needs of the supply, the end result was the 

gr~ing of 45 feet of covered storage area to the existing warehouse and 

II covered shed 150 feet long paralleling the warehouse. ACCOTJpanying this 

-----------------------------------
12. Tonnage shipped by air in the last three llonths of 1964 

averaged just under 75 tons per Llonth as cOl:lpared to an approximate 
figure of 25 tOllll per tlOnth during the corresponding period in 1963. 
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• • 
was a nutlber of bins of various sizes to accomodate the large quantities 

of incauing parts. 

In Dec6tlber, the necessity of converting the supported units to the 

new supply procedures directed by J\.R 711-17 and the opening of a new supply 

account with OS! provided tlore than enough work to tide Tech Supply on 

into the now year. The arrival of 2nd Lt Paul E. Gloekler in late October 

as assistant Tech Supply Officer greatly hastened 1JartY of the ir.lproV61:J.ents 

which were being accomplished in the closing tlonths of 1964. 

Statistics can best suwmarize the progress achieved in the Tech Supply 

area during 1964. The volume of shipping had tripled to an average figure 

of 75 tons per tlonth by the end of the year. The ASL had nearly doubled 

during the same period. The percent of initial fill on requisitions to 

the 339th went fron 50% in Novetlber 1963 to 81.2% in Novetlber 1964. 

The percentage of requis;J.tions received that TJatchedthe ASL jutlped from 

35% last Decer.lber to 6iJ1, this Novetlbor, While the percentage of itaoe at 

eero balance on the ASL decreD-sed frou 27% to 11.2%. During the saue 

period the nutlber of requisitions received per month increased to 2300 

frotl last year's figure of 1223. Above all the 339th Tech Supply achieved 

distinction by successfully establishing and IJaintaining the lowest EDP 

rt\te in Viet= in the period frOLl K'1y through DeceLlber of 1964. 
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• • CHAPTER IV 

f.DMINISTRI.TION 

1.drninistratively, the 339th Tronsportation Company saw nnny changes 

in personnel Il!ld policy. The passing of responsibility between departing 

ond arriving personnel in the Ordorly Room wo.s nccompanied by on ever in-

croasing volUllle of paperwork •. · 

In personnel areas, changes occured with the ~~ssing of conmnnd from 

l!D..1or Barker to ~liJ.j or Smith in September, the change of executi va officers 

in Juno from Captain Edwin N. Aruonno to Captain Fronk A. Hariono, ond 

the appearance of 1st Sergeont ~~rdner Pridham to replace departing 1st 

Sergeant Jesse Havren in October. 

Policies changed freouently during the journey which took tho 339th 

away from Support COI$'Ond, through the 'Waters of the 765th Tronspertation 

~ Bo.tto.lion, and finnlly brought it to rest with the 14th Bo.tto.lion. Reports 

which hr.d been required last week were often no lenger required the next 

week, 'Jut hud been replnced, instead, by twe more. Policies ond long rr.nge 

committmonts were as sub,iect to chr:mge as New fugland weather, Through 

these periods of ndrninistrative transition and flux, the superior Q,bility 

c.nd guidance displayed by Captain ~L'll'iano in the role of Executive Officer 

was exempla~r. With the Co=nding Officer ofton away on 'Jusiness or 

recoveries, CIl,ptain M':'.rinno supplied the continuity so essential in llk'lint­

aining high morl).lo and in fcnlilic.rizing MD,jor Smith With the 339th upon 

his arrival, Cllptain 10.riano was also instrUlllontal in tho estahlishment 

16 



• • of n complete new system to update tho records nnd procedures used in 

cempany adrJinistrntion. 

In conjunction with the fine record of nchiever.ent compiled by the 

339th in 1964. the 1\wards collllllittee established n system for awnrds (lnd 
. 

decorntions which brought well deserved recognition to the r.10Il of the unit 

who excelled during the year. The overall excellenoe of the spirit end 

drive of the 339th is fully demonstrated by the decorD-tion of 34 r.J.cn with 

the krmy COr:n:lendation l!edal during the 12 IlIDnth period. (For further 

inform ti 011 on awnrds, see Appendix I). 

In SUl!1r.lllry, the adr.:tinistrl".tive stability of the COl:lparlY, throughout 

the period of trcl1sition nnd chnnge in 1964, was a key factor in t1l'lint-

nining the high spirit nnd continual growth which had becor.e such an 

essential lcart of tho 339th. 

17 
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• CHAPTl!It. V 

ACCONPLISllNEtITS 

• 
The D.CcoIlplishuents of the 339th Tr1l.Ilsportation COLlpo.ny in 1964 are 

ae obviou!, in the st[l:l;istics and results which they yielded as they are 

in tht.i awards which tler.lbere of ~h" COtlpD.ny received for theLl, Along With 

the distinction which the various sedttons earned by their work on the 

ground, 1l.Il eqUll1 r.nount of the unit's reputation was won by its actiorls 

in the air. In fact, it was in the air that the 339th went far beyond 

its assigned goo.l.s to aid in tho perfomance of the overall U.S. tlission 

in Vietno.n. 

With the average pilot flying llore than 43 hours per nonth, the cOLlPnny 

coi:lpiled an o.tlIl.zing record of aerio.l. service.13 Pilots and crews of the 

339th flew an average of 65 resupply tlissions a.nd 45 personnel and troop 

transport r.lissions per tlonth during 1964.14 Above and beyond this, COtlpany 

personnel averaged 25 local security cotlbat assault tlissions and four 

tledica1 evacUlltions per tlonth during the year long period.15 These tlissions, 

whenconbined with the 46 assorted aircraft recoveries which the unit 

perforrJed in 1964, brought distinction to the 339th Which competitors 

could not no.tch. 

H:my of these recoveries , uedico.l. evacuations an::! r.dssions are well 

-- - - - ... - - - ---- - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - -
13. DA FOrrJ 759, on file at the Flight Records Section; 14th 

Aviation Batto.l.ion. APO San Francis.co 96240. 
14. DA Fom 2400-12. on file at 339th ~fll.intena.nce Office. 
15. Ibid. 
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• • deserving of a permanent place in the history of this Cotlparly. Because it 

would be iDpossible to record and dOCUlJent each and every tlission in the 

detail they deserve, it becooes necessary to choose on1¥ those IJ.Ost note-

worthy or J:J.ost typical for a place within the pages of this chapt<lr. ,Accounts 

of these events are taken fror.l the notes of tleubers of the unit who Were 

present when the action occured. 'The events are told below in chronological 

sequence and u~ in sooe cases uerely be a condensation of the observer's 

original report. 

RECOVERY AT PRAN THTh"T _ 4 to 5 January: 16 

The busy year started on the afternoon of :3 January When a U-lA 

"otter" crashed while atteupting a landing at Phan Thiet. Early the next 

l:lOrning two CH-21's frofl the :3:39th were dispatched to perfol'Ll the recovery, 

Upon arrival at the crash site, it Was apparent that the U-lA was too 

dOJ:laged to be repaired at the crash site. A detemination was Llade to 

reoove the wreckaee to a 4the:Chelon uaintenance unit at Vung Tau, lilO 

Lliles to the South, for repairs. Because the airstrip at Phan Thiet was 

not secured, the recoveIy crew worked rapidly to rer.love all the cOLlponent 

parts of the aircraft. In 6 hours and 45 uinutes the U-lA was stripped 

and ready to be lifted frot! the area. An atteupt to sling load the Wings 

W1lS uac1e by Capt Don Chunn in a UH-lB helicopter, but the Wings were to 

unstable when lifted into the air because of very gusty winds. 

CWO Everett Schierenbeck, flying the, CH-21, took an internal load of 

-----------------------------------
16. The ,(ollowing account was taken frotl the personal notes of 

SP/4 Willia.t.1 T. Reed, a I~eober of the :3:39th; who was present at the 
recovery, 
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• • couponent parts to Vung Tau and returnGd to the crash site. Because of 

darkness and the possibility of ['. night Il.ttack by the Viet Cong, the 

recovery crew t'eturiled to Nba Tring for the ni~t. 

On 5 Jariuat'y 1964 two CH-21's piloted by Capt Chunn arit ClfO Schierenbeck, 

Mel a UI14B, piloted by COl:lpany COl:narlc'.or 'layno Barker With SP/4 WUz, 

crew ohief, Me. SP/4 Reed gunner flow to Phan Thiot with the recovery 

crew. Despite uild wind gusts, it was decided to attel:lpt sling loadinc 

the wings to Vung Tau with tho CH-21 helicopter. mlO Schierenbock was 

pilot, SP/6 Hnrper Crew Chief, and SP/4 Reed as gunner. After SP/6 Harper 

guided CWO Schierenbeck over the wings, the hook-up wo.s JJ.11de by WO Wl. 

Reagin. The wings were then slowly -lifted fron the ground until sudc!enly, 

at an nltitude of approxinately 200 feet, u gust of wind caught the wings 

anc'. they began to ociUate violently. CVVO Schierenbeck fought desperateJ;y 

for control as t he wings Whipped the "21" frocl side to side. smshing 

into the body and laissed tho rotor blac!es by inches. 1m atteLlpt Was mde 

to release the load, but the hook-Up release was inoperative. Finally, 

after several l:linutes of tlUrginal control, the wings caught in the landing 

geer of the "21" and bec1ll;le very stable. A very delicate ''hovering'' 

operation Was effected by CwO Schierenbeck onJ;y 5 feet frorl the ground 

While the recovery creW liter£llly cut tho wings aWD¥ fro!:1 the 1/21's" land-

ing gear. It took the r=lndar of the day to replace rotor blades and 

repeir structurnl elruJag<3 to the "21" caused by the pounding of the wings. 

During this title l'!ajor, then Cl'ptnin, Barker !Ul.de urrnngeaents for a CV-2B 

"Ct\ribou" to fly to Phan Thiet the f'ol1olring l:lOrning, and carry the renain-

ing parts of tho crashed 1]..11. to Vung Tau. 

20 



, e17. NEROY NISSION 60 MILE NORTH.f.J!;ST OF jffiA TfuJ'JG - 19 FebrUD.cr: ' 

~ On 19 February 1964, t.m urgent request was received frotl tho U,S, 

Artw Special Forces Heo.dqlkwters at Nho. Trang for a helicopter to curry 

tlediclll personnel into a villo.ge Which wo.s plac;ued with disease. The 

response was ll1tledio.te, 0.0:1 Capto.in Edwin 11. A,:,JUIl.nno, pilot, SP/6 Dale 

Ho.rper, crew chief, o.rrl S/Sgt Cecil B. Keith, gunner, flew Specilll Forces 

tJedic SFC Gero.ld J. Houland and an assistant to the vilk'1.ge. 

Upon their o.rrival they discov0red that there were tlore than 15 types 
of diseo.se raopnnt in the village, including ~aria, tuberculosis o.rrl 

rhll.el:Ptic fever. Th,irty people Were already dead in the stlall villllge 

of 500 people, and tinny oore were fato.liy ill. At first the village 

witch doctor wo.s ve:ry upset fron the presence, of the f.J:lerican personnel. 

He had ell the 'druos in the settlctlent being beaten to drive away the evil 
spirits. After ouch discussion, the witch doctor finally consented to 

I' letting his people get shots if he could exD.r.line the paJJ:ls of their hnnds 

first. 

The rJedico.l personnel stayed on in the village for nore than a week 

aduinistering shots, organizing sanita:ry conditions, nnc\ Iilpraying the 

entire village with DDT. \'/hen the 339th returned to pick them up, the 

epideLlic ho.d been broueht under control. 

--------------------- --------------
17, This acoount wo.s also taken fror.l the notes of SP / 4 Williao T, Reed, 
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MEDICAL EVACUATION .'COORDIN.,TB BP 763665 - 7 ~iarch" 
On 7 Nc'U'ch, an urgent call was received froLI the U. S. Ii.rrJi! Special 

Forces at Nha Trang for. a Lledical eV1l.Cui.\tion of one vf their l:1en who 

had been wounded. The nan, S/Sgt HuCh !C. Sherron, had been wounc'.ed in 

the aro after being !l.t1bushed by the Viet Cong while on a Strike Force 

patrol. 

Althou&1 there were only two pilots irulediately available, lbjor 

Barker and Captain Aguanno elected to fly the cOl:lpany's two OO-1Bls with­

out co-pilots because of the urgency of the situation. }~jor Barker and 

SP/6 Woodard Wright, flying as volunteer co-pilot because of' his extensive 

experience with helicopters, took off in the UH-lB. 

Upon arrival at the eite, it was learned that the Viet Cong Were 

entrenched less than 300 yarde aW~ in hills ir~~ediately above and 

e~ound the evacuation area. 

After several atteupts to get into the area failed, Najor Barker 

begnn a series of low strafing l.l9.neUVers on tho Viet Cong positions which 

provided enough suppressive fire to enable Captain Aguanno to land and 

evacunt e the wounded tlan. 

1m oper:Ltion was iutleC\iately perfonled on S/Sgt Sherron IS artl at 

the ath Field Hospital in Nha Trang, and he conpletely recovered frOtl 

the wound in 8 Weeks. 

-------------------------------------
18. Notes on this ni6sion were cotljoiled by SP/4 Reed during 

interviews with the pilots and crews irlLlediately following the evacuation. 
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For their heroi~ctiLns and • calLl judger~ent durinG the life saving 

mission, ~Ji:l.jor Bnrker and CajJtain Aguanno were decorated with the 

Distinguished Flying Cross by Lt Gen Willian C. WestLloreland at Nha Trang 

on the lath of July 1964. 

RECONNAISSANCE £liISSION ... 9 lhrch:19 

On 9 &rch 1964, an urgent call was received from Capt Harold B. 

Guarino, U.S. ~ Specilll Forces requesting a reconnaissance rxission. 

While on a patrol, Capt' Guarino I s Strike Force CODpany had lost radio 

contact with the hODe base at Nha Trang, and intelligence info~tion 

received at Nha Trang gave very strong indioations that 0. coopany size 

force of Viet Cong Were Doving toward the patrol's o.pproxicAte location. 

Mnjor Bnrker itllJediately accepted the mISsion and, o.ccoDpanied by 

SFC Robert F. So;yre as crew chief, SP/4 Reed as gunner, and COopt Gunrino, 

flew to the jungle region. After 45 r~utes of low levsl night over 

the suspected Viet Cong area, radio contact WOos established with the 

Strike Force patrol and they were infonwad of the situation in tice to 

o.void the ir4pending aobush. 

Rl!XJOVl!RY 25 MILES WEST OF liRA TRANG - IS MD.rch:20 

On IS March, the 339th had the unfortunate experienoe of recovering 

its own. aircro.ft. The engine lost powGr at 2000 feet While on a training 

flight and CWO Sohierenbeok, the pilot, LJade a near perfect auto roto.tion 

landing in a rice paddy. 

------------------------------------
19~- Infomation taken frOLI SP/4 Reed IS personal account of the 

mSBion. 
20, Acoount taken froD the notes of SP/4 Willian T. Reed. 
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• • 
The 339th =:led Huey, pUoted by 14ajor Barker, flew to tho area 

and circled to sUj:press Viot Cong activity untU a S1'ocial Forces Security 

Strike Force arrived on the scene. Meanwhile, another UH-IB piloted by 

Captain Aguanno and crowed by recovery NCOIC S/Sgt Richard Elrul and SP/4 

Reed flew an enGine, spare parts and a recovery crew to the downed ship. 

Within four hours the entire operation was completed and the Huey 

:md its crew were safely back in Nha Trang, 

Am~L INT.iiRDICTION MISSION AT COORDINhTBS BP 729785 - 19 Mp.rch:
21 

Intelligence infcnJation received by U.S. ArT~ Special Forces showed 

that one of its strike Forces patrols had beon surrounded and was under 

he1'.vy Viet Cong fire in a valley at coordin..'Ite BP 729785. Are-supply 

helicopter froD the 117th Air lfubU" Unit was atteI:lpting to take supplies 

to tho pinned-down patrol but needed an arued escort to cat in and out 

of the area. 

Upon arriving over the valley, Major Barker and CWO Stlith, co-pilot, 

cleteluined toot the en6l:\Y positions ranged !roc 300 to 1500 motel'S froI:l 

allied troops. A report of forty..;,two Viet Cong in the area was confirtled 

by radio contact with the ~~trol. 

lfujor Barker :iJ;unediate1y began a series of low level stra.fing l:laneuvers 

on the Viet Cong positions. The ro-supply ship was hit once by ground 

fire during the t1ission, but waB not seriously danaged. 

--------------------------------------
21. Taken from the nottle of SP/4 Reed froTa infoX'u[>,tion ba.sed on 

interviews with the personnel involved itn:lediately after the t1ission. 
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• • During the operation which enabled the unarmed ship to I.lake three 

re-suppl:y mssions into the area and allowed the Strike Force l)/ltrol to 

rego.in the initive and esoape fron the encirclenent, s:bcteen (16) low 

level strafing and rocket attncks were tlllde, expending twelve-thousand 

(l~.OOO) rounds of Mo.60 r~achine gun Il!:munition and thir:Cy-two (:32) rockets. 

The crew chief nnd euhners fired nine"-h1.mdrled (900) rounds of 14-14 and 

A~15 OlJ.r.runition. 

FOUR FQLD IYlISSION A'r;COOgDJNAT1i!BJ?,:i1§1M, .... 21 $rChI2~ 
On 21 March, another call WD.e teceived trOlL the U.S. Special Forces 

at Nha 'trang. They ne<!!dEld hElliooj)ter support to acconplish a four fold 

mssion: the tledical evacuation of two wounded; the delivery of l:lUch 

needed tledicol SUPFliee and aJ:1tlunition; the recovery of captive docurJents; 

and the return of captured Viet Cone. "(-lith the sole support of one artled 

UH-IB piloted by CWO Schierenbeck, }fujor Barker, pilot, and Captain Etlwin 

Aguanno took off for the area in an ==ed tm-1B. Ex:isting intelligence 

infortlD.tion indicated that nlltlerous ViGt Cong positions were established 

directly above the evacuation sitG. As YJI:\jor BarkGr descended into thG 

area, heavy Viet Cung ground fire was received. JJ:u;lediate1;v after touch 

down in the landing zone, the UH-lB was hit in the radio cOflpartnent, 

sproying schrapnel Which wounded both l'hjor Barker and Cn.ptain Aeuanno 

in the lege. 

-- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

22. Account taken fror.l notes of SP/4 Reed derived frou interviews 
follOWing the incidGnt. 
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• • DeslJite the continued ener.1Y fire, SP/5 Princess Baker unloaded the 

helicopter and reloaded it with casualties and Viet Cone prisoners, 

Because the radios had be<3n "shot-out n, th<3 a=ed UH-1B overhead could 

not be directed by the evacuation ship for placelJent of accurate covGring 

fire durinB this tiIJ.e,. 

'iiththe reloading coupleted, Mc'1jor Barker and Captain A(luanno 

returned to Nha TrI!.llB where their wounds werG treated,. and they were 

returned to duty,. 

Major Barker and Captain A(luanno WerG both awarded the Distinguished 

Flying Cross and too Purple Heart fCll.' their actions, 

RECOVllRY TEAN TRAINING PROGrulN ..;, 16 A;;ril: 23 

In addition to reguJ.'l.r slingload hook-up and the practice riBBing 

of sling loads, a new recovery technique was initiated by Major Barker 

when he anc: a U,S,· Special Forces teau conducted classes in rapelling. 

RapellinB, a technique developed by SWiss tlountain cl:iJ:!bers •. allows for 

rapid descent down steep nountain slopes. In recovery work, rapelling 

enables recovery crew l.'1oclbers to jUJ:\p frou hovering helicopters into 

dense jungls areas to cut a landing zone for rescue or recovery operations. 

Fifteen W3U took part in the proerao, Which included a four hour 

instruction course arrl deuonstration With a practice jUJ:\P froLl a twelve 

foot tower. A practice jutllJ was rlade frOll a hovering helicopter at 50 

feet. ~bjor Barker led thG w~ in the 100 foot jurlP, and was followed 

by the reLJtlining 14 nen~ 

- - - - .... - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - -
23,· This account also coues frOtl tho notes of SP/4 Reed~ It is 

interest:i.ng to note thJ.t ho was aLlong tho 14 uen who participated in the 
100 foot j\.U:jp~ 
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• • This new technique was later to prove beneficj.'1l to Demers of the 

339th on several hazardous recoveries. 

RECOViliIES IrJijAHQUANG NGAI _ 27 Alitil to 3 HAY: 24 

During sustained o;)erations coverine a six dIW i,eriod, ;,-ersonnel 

frOLl tho 339th Trans Co successfully recovered four crash d=Bed UH-IB 

helicoj:ters and one 1-19 reconnaissance aircraft frou the coobat assault 

are::ls in Quang Ngai and Kontlltl Provinces,. 

A total of ten airctl.\ft crashed duriilg the operations - the biggest 

to date in the history of the United states particij:~tion in the war in 

Viet=. In addition to craShed US Art"\Y" aircraft, three K'U'ine CH-34 

helicoj:ters, one Vietl1.1I1ese CH-34 helicopter and one VietIlll.Llese A0-6 figli,ter 

plane cra.sh ed, . 

The first dIW of the assault, 27 A1Jril, two UH-IB's crashed in the 

aSSD.ult landing zone, Within a few hours after the assault had begun, 

a recovery crew frou the 339th Trans Co was sent into the area, Inlcas 

than seven hours, the crew, consisting of S/Sgt Cecil Keith, S/Sgt Richard 

ElIlJ:l. SP/5 M:1.lluel Galvan. SP/5 C=lel Cantrell. SP/4 Anthony r-r.vo. and 

SP/4 Will1ai"l Reed had COr.l1:1eted the operation, Flying a CH-37, Ca1Jtain 

Frank A.N..'l.riano and Ci{O Raiynond V. Seuora slingloaded the Wreckage to 

Quang lIgai.· During the operation the 1137 11 was hit four t:iJ:les by Viet 

Cong ground fire awroxir.lll.tely 75 yards frol:! the c·rash site. The recovery 

crew had 1.\lsobeen under· fire frorl Viet Cens snipers during the o"~eration. 

However. the 1137" pilots only l1.'U'rowly esco..,ed injury when bullets passed 

-------.------~--------------------
24. The entire D.Ccount is taken fror.l SP/4 Reedls notes~ SP/4 

Reed a.cti vely I'llttioipated il1 th e entire operati011. 
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• • within 8 inches of their heClds, nne'. the recovery crew luckily sustained 

no casuo.lties. 

'!'wo days later,- two nore UH-1B's crashed in the sane area, and the 

SaJ;le recovery crew went in to rer.JOVe the wreckage. One UH-1B belonGing 

to the 117th Air ~k,bile ConpllllY, ha.d crashed on top of a hill above the 

landing zone. ~;ilediately after the crash, the Viet Cong opened fire on 

the helicovter frou a hill bordering the south edge of the landing zone. 

One lUl.VN soldier, who was ridinL!, in the helicopter, was killed and the 

helicor:ter was hit eleven t:il:;ee in the ensuing fire fight. Because the 

hill had not been secured, the recovery teo.r.l worked quickly and had the 

UH-1B ready for sling load in li hours. As the "37" began to Cl:il;lb frou 

the area with the slineload, nnd at the SnIle spot it had been hit two days 

before, it received 5 I:10re hits. The nur.tber two engine wa.s hit three 

t1t:les. Despite losing 5 gallons of oil and the c!anger of fire, the r;ilots, 

Cn;)tnin Hllriano and miO Setlora, successfully reached Quane Neai With the 

sline;load, There was n toto.l uf 36 holes in the "37" fron bullets nnd 

schrapnel, and the encine had to be repo.ired and a roter blnde replo.ced, 

rendering the "37" uIirlYllble for two dnys. 

Meonwhile, the recovery te&i hnd beeun work on tho second crnshed 

UH-1B thnt had gone c1ewn 50 ynrds east of the lancling zone, As the 

recovery crew worked, the Viet Cone began to slowly close in un theu froll 

the east and south. Arr.led UH~B' s frOD the ll7th and 119th Air Mobile 

Couv~nies be&1n rJlking contour strafing and rocket atto.cks on the Viet 

Cong positions only 75 yards frotlWhere the recovery crew worked. The 



• • recovery crew returned fire I1t Viet Cong ,)ositions which had been betre.yed 

by the tluzzle flushes of their wei1J.lons as the'Y fired at the an:led hell-

Upon hearing of the sit1U\tion CvlD Harry L,. Stdth l U'lintenance Officer 

of the 339thl hurridl¥ returned to the area ond airlifted the recover,v 

crew to safety, The cri1shed UH-1B was destroyed to l~event it fron 

falling into Viet Cong hallds. 

In follow up ol,erJ.tions l the 339th recovery teru:l changed an engine 

at the staeing area on a UH-1B that had been hit seven tUles in the 

o;)erationl While a fixed-Wing crew recovered a crashed 1-19 that had been 

shot down cr.r the Viet Cong ground fire. 

Captain Hariano and CWO SeIlOra were decorated with the Distinguished 

Flying Cross at I'lha Trong by Uaj GQn Delk M. Oc!en for the valor thcy 

displayed during the o.1eratie-ns. For the awards received cr.r other 339th 

1,ersonnel in this operaticnl refer to Appendix I, 

HECOVIDr 28 HILES NORTHWEST OF TUt HOA _ 2S June: 25 

On 27 June a call was received frOM the Vietl'k'ltleSe Air .Force (Vl\lAF) 

asking the help of the 339th Trans Co in recovering a WAF CH-34 heli-

copter Which had sustained extensive damage while landing at an assault 

zone 28 miles northwest of Tuy Hoa. 

On 28 June, a 339th recovery teau Was airlifted to the LZ to prepare 

the!ff.t'eckage for llllingload. 

-------------------------------------
25. This account again ccmes fron the notss of SP/4 Reed, who 

played an ll.Ctive );:art in the reoovery. 
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• • 
Flying a UH-1B,JII'.ajor BaJiwr, pilot, and Cn:ptain Jiiariano, co-pilot, 

were gui£\ed over the CH-34 engino an(\ tho hook up Was nade by SP/4 Reed. 

Shortly afterwarl:, the 339th's CH-37 helicopter, rull:1ee. uIgor' s Nur.lber 

wun" because it was the first CI:>-37 helicopter purohased fron Igor Sikorsky 

by the U,S, Aruy, hovered over the "34" while SP/4 need Dade the hook-

up. The CH-37, with mvo Serlora, pilot and Cal-'tain Lnwrence Heman, co­

IJilot, carried the "34" back to Nha Trang uneventfUl1;v. 

,s,BjlfCIilL ~!ISSION AT A RO - 9 to 12 July: 26 

On 7 July, Special Forces Headquarters at Nha Trang called upon the 

339th requesting a eH-37 helicopter to deliver the c'isassetlbled conj:.onents 

of D. J:>..4 Catipillar bullc1<;,zer to a sIJIlll jungle clearing at A RD. The 

D.rea at A RD, occupied by a L~rge Viotnauese Strike Force aided by Special 

Forces Advisors, WllS surrounded by Viet Cong forces and badly in need 

of a short airfield to facilitate re-supply. After receiving a briefing 

at Il~ Hang, the crow of the "37" flew to the staging area at Carl Duc to 

receive the first of several loae's. Carrying a r,1IlXiuUl:l internal load, 

pilot Captain ~~iano and co-pilot Cal-'t Foster flew west to A RO, which 

is located at an altitude of sevoral thousand feey approxir.lO.tely 9 

kilotleters east of the Laotian border. As unloadine began a.fter the 

landing, the Viet Cong opened fire w:1th autonatic weapons a.ncl soall arDB 

fire on the exposed CH-37, With the unloacling hastily -corlpleted, the 

huge aircraft took off through an intense barrage of autoLlatic weapons 

- - - .... - ------------------------
26. 'nlis account COrlSS frol:L notes unde by Z/Lt Keith p. Low 

Who was a tletlber of the CH-.37 CJ;'OW during the operation. 
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• • and D.ortar fire,'niraculously escaping with no dOJ:lD.ge. 

Returning the next l:lorning with another heavy load, the aireraft was 

again th<:l target of int'ense Viet Cong ground fire but returned und&Ulged 

to CaD. Due,: As the aircraft was receiving another load at the staging 

area, a stJD.1J. force ot Viet Cong infiltra.ted the supjJosedl;y secure area 

and opened fire once nore, 

At the recoL14lSndation of Special Forces Advisors, the r.lission was 

called off on July 12th to preclude the loss of the CH-37 in the operation, 

On both return trips frOtl A RO, Captain ¥JL\r!ano, Cn.,tain Foster and 

the crew had carried out IlOre than a dozen seriousl~ wounded ARVN troops, 

adtd.nistering first aid as neeeled during the tedious trip back to CaD. Duc.~ 

§E1;}~CH AND RESCUE STf.NDBY - 15 August to 20 Septetlbetl27 

FrOtl 15 August to 20 Soptenber, the 339th flew mre than 30 llissions 

in direct sup,;ort of the' USAF's defoliation nttetlpts of known Viet Cong 

• areas·. DurinG n tliss.ion, two USAF C-123 aircraft would take off for a 

predesiGnated target area to' sprllY jungle or Viet Cong crope with n defola­

tion ehetlicnl designed to kill vet1ltation and render the ground unfeirtile 

for a 12 Donth period. 

In IIUl)port, the UH-IB helicopter frot! the 339th would oircle at 

approximately 5000 feet while keel;ing in radio contact every 10 sEiconds 

-------------------------------------
27. SP/4 Reed participated in these millsions on several occasions 

and the iru'ortJation reoorded here is taken frot! his notes on them. 
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• • with the C-12)IS., In the event that ono of the C-123IS was shot down" 

the UH-1BI s rJission was to fly to the area and rescue the crew uer.lbers. 

Two fully =ed VNAF AD-6 1 s o.lso circled overheo.d to provide an;v fire 

support that lJight be needed., 

Throughout the overation o.ll of the 339th 1 s UH-lB crew l:lerJbers 

participo.ted in the nission. FortUXk~tely, there were no incidents. 
28 

RECOVJJRY 5 HILES SOUTH OF Dft NANG - 9 October: 

On 9 October, a UH-1B frOtl the ll7th Air Uobile COTlJ..lan;v was shot 

down 5 miles north of Da Nane. The pilot, CWO Kliev, L"ULde a Ilerfect auto­

rotation lancl1ne;, With no injuries resultins. However, the crew Cllr.le 

under inled~,ate Viet Cong fire, an:! CWO Kliev Was fatally wounded in the 

chest while trying to eet back to the helicopter to T.lake radio contact 

with the resoue helioopters. 

CWO Ro;ymond V. SelJOra, Who Was at Va Nang at the til'le, ':iJ:u;tediately 

volunteered to fly a UH_1B into the area to evacuate the crew. With 

SP/4 Ill'lthon;v l-Jivo as gunner, and a crew ohief and co-pilot fron the ll7th 

Air Mobile Conpan;v ... OWO SeLlora flew to the crash site. As SP/4 Ma;yo 

provided eUPl..ressive fire, the dying pilot and his crew was loaded aboard 

the rellcue ship and .flown to Dc. Nang. 

B.y th~ tiue the 339th had been o.lerted, and a recovery orew oonsis­

ting of SP/5 MelvinL., ~ector, NCOIC; SF/4 l!l:1ward Buys, SP/4 Charles' 

• 
Bidwell. SF /4 Donald R. t:J0yes" and PFCW'illi!l.l.l Weissinger, were flying 

-----------------~-------------------

Reed. 
28., Information taken froLl a written Moount by SP/4 Williotl T. ",\ 
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to Da Nang with CW04t.lialn K, Carmical, pilot; O';{O .hard B, Shortridge, 

~-pilot; am SP/') Carmel Cantrell, crew chief, in a UH";lB, 

A.f.'ter a briefing at Da Nang, the recovery crew wa.s flown to the 

crash site by mvo Carmical and Cim Shortridge, Because the area was 

heavily infested with Viet Cong, the hook-up I!ling Was quickly secured 

to the crashed aircraft to expedite its removal, and the CII-37 was called 

in, CWO Semora, pilot. and Capta.in Herman, aircraft cOJllLlB.nder, were 

guided over the Wreckage by flight engineer SP /') Kelly Davis, While crew 

chief SP/4 ~myo and gunner PFC Arthur ~~wer,r, kept close watch for the 

Viet Cong, SP/,) Rector made the hook-up an:! the "37" lifted the wreckage 

from the area, 

CWO Carmical an:! CWO Shortridge flew into tbl crash site, picked 

up the recover,r crew, and began to escort the "37" with slingload back 

to Da Nang, Sud!ienly, a clevis broke on the cable holding theslingload, 

The UH-lB plunged 1000 feet to the ground and landed in a field adjoining 

a small village, 

CWO Carmical an:! Cill:) Shortridge flew to the spot where the wreckage 

landed, in a UH-lB, to ascertain Whether another recover,r was possible, 

SP/,) Cantrell began reporting the d~ge as CWO Carmical hovered over 

the wreckage at 25 feet, Hidden Viet Cong suddenly opened fire on the 

hovering helicopter and, as the recover,r crew members a.nd the crew chief 

returned a. heavy volume of suppressive fire, mID Carmical and cwo 
Shortridge flew from the area., 

Oeciding tha.t the wrllckage should be burned to prevent:. the Viet 

Cong from getting any of the parts, the pilots again flew to the area 
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• • While the crew fired a hoavy vol~ne of suppressive fire, SP/5 Cantrell, 

hanging exposed from the elGcle of the helicopter, dropped a thernute 

grenade on the wreckage to ('.estroy it, The first grenOOG rolled off the 

wreckage ·1Uld before SP/5 Cantrell could inforlll the pilots, the. "Fire 

,'larning" light began to flash on the instrument panel, - Thinking the 

helicopter hOO been hit and was on fire, the pilots left the area to find 

a safer place to land, However, when no evidence of a fire could be 

detected, the pilots again returned to the area and while under fire, : 

SP/5 Cantrell dropped another grenade which succeeded in igniting the 

'C. wreckage, CWO Canucal am ClVO Shortridge then turned and lJade several 
loW level strafing attacks on the Viet Cong positions, ApproxiL~tely 15 

Viet Cong broke from their positions an(l tried to run across an open field 
for the concealIJent of trees, As they fled across the field, the crew 

Lletlbers killed two and wounded three Viet Cong, With the Viet Cong no 

longer exposed arrl the wrecked aircraft burning, the pilots and crew 

returned safely to Da Nang. 
. 29 "BIDJ:il SPRINGS" - SepteJjlber throu,;;h. Decetlber: 

During the last four nonths of 1964, the 339th contributed a CH-37 

and crew to work in the highly classified "Blue Springs" project operating 
out of Da Nang.. On t1D.ny occasions during this period the crew and their 

huge aircraft were exposed to heavy Vi0t Cong ground fire and other 

hazards in the LlountainouB area surrounding Da Nane. The "37" had to be 

-------------------------------------
29. The inforn.ation contained here is an extract frcr,l the notes of 2/LtKeith P, Low. 
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• • grounded several titles as the result of bullet da.o.age reoeived during 

these t1issione. 

On the 5th of February 1965, a letter on the "Blue Springs" projeot 

was reoeived by Colonel John R. Goodrich, Cor.n.,anc\ing Officer of the 14th 

Aviation Battalion, froh1 Major General Delk M. Oden, ConrJanding General 

of the United States krr:ry Support COL1!Jand VietllllJ.l.30 In this letter Gen 

Oden stated, "It is indeed a pleasure to forward GeneralWestnoreland' s 
, 

expression of praise and appreciation for your unit's support of the project 

''Blue Springs" during the preceeding five l:li:lI1ths." 

In the ·&hort and ooncise indorseoent to this letter Which Col Cklodrich 

forwarded to the 339th on 13 FeLry 1965, his cotlplete C=lents r~ad 
as follows: 

1. "AlwO¥s in Good Hands," onoe again. 

2. Professional cC!r~petence, once again. 

3. Well done, once again. ,,31 
. 32 

MASS MEDICAL 1'17ACUATION FROM DUC MY - 21 October: 

On the night of 21 Ootober 1964 at approxitlately 2215 hours, the 

339th received an urgent call fran the Auerican Duty Officer at Duc IV 

- - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - -. - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - -
, 30. Headqua.rters, USASC-V, Office of the ca,' ASCV letter dated 5 

Feb 65, Subject: Message of Appreoiation, TO: CO, 14th Aviation 
Battalion, ~agraph 1. 

31. lJ2lg, 1st IndorsSLlIOnt dated 13 Feb 65 frOL1. Lt Col John R. 
Geodri4lh, 00, 14th Avn Bn. 

32. The inforl:l!l.tion oontained here is taken froLl a letter dated 2 
Dec 64, }lACOT-T(DM), Subject: ~rial Elraouation of Duo IV Casualti\3B., 
written to the 339th by LtCol\'f:qJiaJ:). R. Kdel, Infantry, Senior US 
Advisor to the ineta.llation at ,PuC; "'l'W • ' 
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for the eoergency tleclo.l evacuation of 22 serious1;y Aded Viet=ese 

Officer Students who had been injured in a cine explosion. 

The COtlpany quickly r'lUstered a CH-37. which was piloted by CWO 

Setlor!). and Cl'lO Shortridge rurl crewed by SP/4 Frank G. Ferry, SP/4 Artland 

Litch, an:1. PFC George S. Maxwell. Knowing full well that the weather 

Was extreos1;y poor rurl that the fliOht would involve low ni8ht f1;ying 

over Viet Cong infested nountains. the mm unhesitatingly volunteered 

for the mssion, 

Arriving at Duc It" 45 tlinutes after the initial notification, the 

Den were infomed by radio that the 22 Viet=ese still livine:; were in 

such critical condition that they could not be r.loved to the airfield. 

The larKling was profioient1;y executed in a crouped and unfauilie.r area 

in the cotlpuund proper, llk"lI'ked only by the lights of 0. jeep o.n:1. restricted 

by obstacles on three sides, 

The crew quickly loaded the wounded tlen on board the aircraft as 

coJ:lfortab1;y as possible, Whilet1inicizing any further injury. IJ:Jr.lediate1;y 

prior to take off froLI the confined area, the landing lights an'. search 

light on the CH-37 failed, Which necess;Ltated a tllXlCiIJ.utl perforuance take- . 

off with no visible reference to the ground or horizon. The flight back 

was nade under the sane hazardous conditims encountered before. During 

the return trip the. crew netlbers provided continued COIJi'ort and first 

aid to the wounded in addition to perferning their nonul.l and nutlero.us 

in-flight duties. 

Upon landing at Mba Trang, the creW' speedi1;y transferred the casunl­

ties to the waiting atlbulances in a tlll.l1Iler which Col Kriel felt "undoubtedly 
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W~8 instrUQent~ in~eventine any additional loss 

. 33 
~ccident ". 

• of life froLI the 

Col Kriel concludecc his letter by writing. lilt is r.v sincere opinion 

that the flight by the 339th is worthy of COll:.lGn(lation ~n( is in keeping 

with the finest of uilitary traditions of giving f.WXlllutl assistance to 

the wounded regardless of personal safety".34 

For their actions during the Due ~ evacuation, ClVO SemoX'a ani cwo 

Shortridge h~ve been recoti.wnded for the Soldier's Med~l and SP/4 Fer~1 

SP/4 Litch and PFC Maxwell h~ve been recOt1l:lflnded for the AnW COXlllendation 

Hedal with a "V" device. 

In the n:w~ds departtlent, the unit was highly decorated during the 

year. S(.)oe of the individuals Who receiver.: reco&nition have already 

been oentioned in the proceeding accounts. A couplete listing of the 

awards p±'esentect to uenbers of the 339th in 1964 is attached as Appendix 

I of this histo~. 

Throughout the year-long period, eur unit retmined the only or&ln-

ization at Nha Trone capable of providing the rotary wing aircraft con­

stantly demanded fer specialized tlissions. The honors bestowed upon the 

339th as ~ result of the voluntary efforts of its aviation personnel can 

not be oinitlized. In a maintenance unit Which extended unlioited aerial 

support as ~ seconc'~'1l'Y achieverwnt. Tlwbers of the 339th proudly received 

--------------------------------------
33. Ibid., paragraph 2C. 
34. ~., pc'lra:gr~ph 3. 
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six Distinguished Fag Crosses, a Bronze Star, twell Air Nedals for 

Vtllor and Five Purple Hearts, rn: addition, four l;len received the Vietnauese 

Medal for Gallantry, cne was awr.rcle~ the Arr:ry CotlLenc\ation Hedal with 

a "V" device, ond another 37 were decoroted with the An:;v Cor.J:.lendation 

Medal for Heritorious Achieveuent. 

The praises of visitine dignitaries and the 1:k'UlY letters of 

appreoiation Which the 339th received during the year were eletlOntal in 

boostine the col:lpll.Il;y IS acconplishJ;\ents to new heights. The pride Which 

the unit and its personnel developed in these accollplishrlents beCllJ:le the 

bulwark for the unity of spirit and effort Which grew to uaturity in 1964. 



• • CHAPTER VI 

BLENDmG OF TIlli mGREDIEN'l'S. 

In s=arizine, it beCOtleS necessary to blend the ingredients of 

1964 into a unified iDaee. The trenendouB strides in the nainte~~ce, 

supply and adninistrative areas of the COtlPany have been fully covered 

alreacl1 •. A selection of the aerial acconplishcents of the unit, though 

far frou couplete, has also been incorporated in these pages. 

We, of the 339th, believe this record speaks clearly enough of the 

total e:t::t:ort and the will to excel Which distinguished this unit in 1964. 
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• APPllllD~ .I 

AWARDS 
• 

The following awards were presented to Lleobers of the 339th Trans­

portation COLlpany (OS) during 1964 for actions and service of a calibre 

in keeping with the highest Llilitary traditions: 

DISTINGUISHED FLYING CROSS 

Major W1Vne E. Barker - 2 Awards 
Capt ID:lwin M. AGWlIUlo ;. 2' Awards 
Capt Frank A, ,Mariano 
miO W2 .ond V. SetlOra 

BRONZlll STAR 

Major W1Vne E. Barker 

AIR MEDAL FCR VALCR , 

M.'l.jor \i~e E. Barker 
Captain Edwin M. Aguanno 
Capt Kerry A. Foster 
OliO W-2 Jl.Yerett E. Schierenbeck 
C.iO W-2 Harry L. Stlith 
S/Sgt Cecil p. Keith 
SP/6 Woodard J. \'iright 
SP/S Carcel D. Cantrell 
SP/S Willie D.Ho.rper 
SP/S Melvin L. Rector 
SP/4 EdWard K. B~s 
SP/4 Donald R; Noyee 

AIR ~!EDl,L FOR MjUTORIOUS ACH IiWlw@NT 

Major W1Vne E. Barker (7 OLC1s) 
Major Murry D. Suith ' 
Oapt ~ M. Aguanno (16 OLeIS) 
Capt Kerry A. Foster 
Ccl,pt I.iJ.wrenos J. -Hsl'l:\!ln (3 OLC 1 s) 
Oaipt Frank A, Mo.riano (2 OLC 1 e) 
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~/Lt Jll:n:de H. Akridge (2 OLCIS' 
l/Lt Clifford Freusta~ (6th OLC only) 
l/Lt Vlac\irJir Salauon, " 
2/Lt ~eith p. Low (lOLC) 
CliO vl3 \vi11i= K~ Oarmical (5 OLG Is) 
cwo 'W2 Richard C • Case 
mID W2 Churles A. Heaein (2 OLG IS) 
C''Itl W2 1verett N. Schierenbeok (15 OLGIS) 
CWO \'1'2 Royuond V. Samra (5 O),()ls) 
CWO ,/2 Richard "B. ,Shortridee (1 OLG) 
moo Vf2 Harry L. SJ:lith (170LG ls) 
Cll'O W2 ThotlAS W. liren (2 OLGIS) 
WO Wl Gerald R. Meador (1 OLG) 
SFC Eugene B. Baruer 
SFC John B. Jones (2 OLGIS) 
SFC Robert A. Sa;yre 
SFC Charles J. Glasco 
S/Sgt David V. Beckley 
S/Sgt Jaues C. Boswell 
S/Sgt Richard' S.,E1au (30LG ls) 
S/Sgt David G. Ebinger 
S/Sgt Oharles W. Evans 
S/Sgt Vuce Grigprov 
S/Sgt Cecil p. ~eith (2 OLGls) 
SP/6 Deltler J, Bobbitt (lOLC) 
SP/6 Vincent E. Cook 
SPj6 Thomas~v. Dunson (2 OLCls) 
SP/6 Kirby L. ~le (2 OLCls) 
SP/6 Woodard J. Wright (6 OLC's) 
SP /5 Princess E. Baker (1 OLC) 
SP/5 Canlel D. Cantrell (6 OLCls) 
SP/5 R~10!Kl C. Conklin (1 OLC) 
SP/5 Kelly M. Davis 
SP /5 Robert Elzer (1 OLG) 
SP/5 Willie D. Harper (7 OLGIS) 
SP/5 Donald G~ Kaye (1 OLC) 
SP/') lk>nald C. Little 
SP/5 Robert J. K'Il'tin 
SP/5 Joseph A. MUrphy 
SP!$ Glen A. Suttles (30LG ls) 
SF 14 J aoos R. Barto (3 OLG IS) 
SP/4 Etlwurd K. BUys (1 OLe) 
SP/4 Theodore R. Dorn (3 OLGls) 
SP/4 Frank G. Ferry 
SP/4 Arlen, Humpbries 
SP/4 lk>nalcl E. Link 



• • SP!4 Armand Litch 
SP/4 George ¥JB.XWell 
SP/4 Anthony Mayo 
SP/4 Joseph Pulcini (1 OLC) 
SP/4 vfilliam T. Reed (30Le ts) 
SP/4 Bruce B. Webb 
PFC Douglas E. Allen (6 OLCts) 
PFC Bryan M. Ford 
PFC Harvin R. Edvalson 
PFC James A. l'filz (6 OLC

'
s) 

A.'U4Y CONl'lENDATION MEDAL FOEt VALOR 

SP/4 Anthony M. Mayo 

A.'lliY COMl4llNDATION MEDAL FOR ~IERITORIOUS ACHIEYFT 

Major l1Urry D.Smith 
Captain Edwin M. Aguanno 
Captain Samuel H.Heermans 
Captain Lawrence J. Herman 
CliO W2 Everett E. Schierenbeck 
CliO W2 Thomas W. Wren 
IvO llfl Charles' A. Reagin 
SFC Rohert A.Sayre 
S/Sgt Jame.s C. Boswell 
S/Sgt David G. Ebinger 
S/Sgt Cecil P. Keith 
SP/6 Vincent E. Cook 
SP/6 Thomas l"l. Dunson 
SP/6 ,voodard J. Wright 
SP/5 J'rincess E. Baker 
SP/5 Carmel D. Cantrell 
SP/5 Manuel Galvan . , 
SP/5 Donald G. Ka.ye - 2 awards 
SP/5 Robert H. McConnell 
SP/4 Alexander F. Antlgiovani 
SP/4 Clifford D, B1uhkall 
SP/4 Edward K. BUYS 
SP/4 Ciner B. Clark 
SP/4 David .'1. Dahnke 
SP/4 Herbert T. Gohdes 
SP/4 Roy D. Kauffman - 2 awards 
SP/4 Charles ·K. Kleirie 
SP/4 Charles M. Livenspargar 
SP/4 Anthony Mayo 
SP/4 Bohdan Metelnicki 
SP/4 Joseph Pulcini - 2 awards 
SP/4 Johnny F. Rodriquez 
PFC Douglas E. Allen 
PFC James A. Wilz 



PllR¥ HEAg'r 

Hajor vlayne E. Bark.er 
Ca Pt Edwih ~I. Aguahi:l,o 
CVID 112 Harry L •. Smith 
SP/6 Woodard J. lrlright 
SP/4 P.nthony H. Mayo. 

VIEnW::!;SE ll,EDAL FOR GALLANTRY 

• 

~Jajor Wayne E. Barker w/p'~lm Cross 
Capt Frank A. ~Jariano w/Gold Star 
CWO ¥f2 Raymond V. Semora w/Bronze star 
miO W2 Harry L. Smith w/8ilver Star 
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