
V'ET-N~M 
The Land & The People 
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The USNS Core docked here. in the 
Saigon River at the foot of Tudo Street. 
on 11 Dec 61,20some daysQut of San 
Francisco, about a day and a half of 
which was spent orbiting around the 
South China Sea while we waited for 
diplomatic clearance to steam up the 
river and enter South Vietnam. 

SAIGON - The Paris of the Orient 
Two hundred ye<lfS ago Saigon was a fishermen"s village on the banks 01 the 
River of Saigon. Today Its broad boulevards and !landsome bUildings make It 
nne 01 the world's most attractive citms. 
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Our vehicles were not yet licensed and 
we were ordered into civilian clothes 
while downtown. They said to travel In 
at least pairs and no more than fours. 
The PRC-10told us when to go and we 
put on fatigues, strapped on pistols 
and took "blue and whites" to war. 

• - • 
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THE REX AND 
TAN SON NHUT 

They said we could sleep in our helicop­
ters. but the C.O. felt different about 
that and we moved into the brand new 
Rex Hotel. Designed for "MAAG offi­
cers" they told us ... itwass shell when 
we occupied the territory against their 
wishes ... no electricity. no elevators, 
no water, no kitchen, not much but 
rooms. Still with field ranges, blister 
bags, army cots and a PRC-10 radio, 
we made out o.k. for a while. 

The Rex didn't last long! The canvas, 
and most of the other gear, had been 
shipped separately and when it arrived 
we moved to this - ... tent city at Tan 
Son Nhut. 
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A few piasters for bamboo, foam rub­
ber. and mosquito nets fixed the place 
right up - just like home! 
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The 57th Officers Club at Tent City 
sported bamboo and plastic beneath a 
borrowed ARVN Airborne Brigade para­
chute ... and "captured" Viet Cong 
flags. The first time over the ground 
nothing but Viet Cong flags flew in the 
breeze and nobody was shooting ... the 
second trip, no flags and some shoot­
ing ... a third trip, Vietnamese flags 
would be everywhere and everybody 
was shooting. 
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ABC shares a nearly empty converted 
hangar with a few others in our first 
mess hall at Tan Son Nhut. CWO AI 
Causseaux and the rest of us watched 
discontented VNAF pilots bomb Presi­
dent Diem's palace from here early in 
1962. 



1ST MISSION 

VIETNAM 
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A joint planning session for the first 
U.S. Army heliborne assault in Viet­
nam. Maj. Bob Dillard, CO, and Cpt. 
Emmett Knight. OPS 0, work with the 
Vietnamese Airborne Brigade and ad­
visors to set up the mission. 

The first combat assault in Vietnam 
was conducted in pineapple fields 
about 10 miles east of Saigon and just 
south of the village of Due Hos. The 
diagrams make it look deceptively 
easy, but we lost one there. 

Due HD ~ •• - ..... <:::" __ RELEASE 

No guns mounted yet but the bald 
headed fella in that picture of the 
planning session got dumped on the 
ramp by a rescue crew and announced 
to the press that "It was just like WW II 
aut there." NolsQ, butweall had to call 
home and explain to the wives how it 
really was after Time magazine pub­
lished the story. 

r 
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Meet Mr. ARVN Soldier ... we carried 
him out to engage what was said to be a 
headquarters operating a clandestine 
radio. protected by at least a Viet Cong 
rifle company . 



From Vertiflite 
May-June 1987 

The UH-1B -Hog" of the Uh1ity Tadical Transport 
Company (UTT), full, 1962. 

and assign officers to aviation develop­
ment and procurement activities. 

This was a major improvement, and 
the first program to capitalize on the 
new authority was the Light Observa­
tion Helicopter (LOH) development. 
The requirement was for a lightweight, 
reliable, easily maintainable, readily 
transportable LOH, capable of perform­
ing visual observation, target acquisi­
tion, reconnaissance, and command and. 
control missions. The USN initiated a 
design competition based on this re­
quirement on October 14,1960, and a 
joint Army/Navy evaluation was con­
ducted. The three designs selected for 
prototype testing were the Bell OH-4A, 
the Hiller OH-5A and the Hughes 
OH-6A. On July 15, 1961, the chief of 
transportation assumed full responsibili­
ty for the LOH procurement action and 
,five prototype aircraft were ordered 
from each manufacturer in November 
1961. These helicopters were then 
evaluated by the Army against the Ar 
my's stated materiel requirement. 
result of this "fly off," the OH-5 
OH-6A were selected for furth com­
petition, and the respective con actors 
were requested to submit bids or pro­
curement. A turbine engine suO able for 
the LOH had been under dev opment 
since 1956. The development p ocess for 
this "off-the-shelf" helicopter as com­
pleted with a multi-year fixed- . ce pro­
curement contract awarded to ughes 
for the OH-6A CAYUSE powe d with 
the T -63 engine on May 28, 19 . 

Although the program was we ori­
ented and moving toward proper p 
aration for war at the time, it wa 
disrupted by events in 1961 and 1962 
which ranged from another Berlin crisis 
to the Cuban missile confrontation with 
Russia, as well as the dispatch of a few 
helicopter companies to a small distur­
bance area in Southeast Asia. Nobody's 

-now..,...a.., ........... Oft ,, .. Pias«kilYmoI CH·21 _ ;. "".my _ of ,Iw V_ 
_: -rw P"""'lI _ ""zoly. --of p .. ctiad ......... .1:.-

r-rv,....r1b:iall included the ca 
ould erupt in Vietnam during 

few years. 

The War Years and Armed Helicopters 

The 57th Transportation Company 
(Lt Hel)(CH-21) from Fort Lewis, 
Wash., and a sister company, the 8th 
from Fort Bragg, N.C. were deployed to 
Vietnam in November 1961. Theyarriv­
ed in Saigon on December 11, and the 
57th conducted its first mission 10 days 
later. The first Army heliborne assault 
in Vietnam was conducted, with 30 
helicopters form both companies par­
ticipating, on December 23, 1961, thus 
opening the Vietnam chapter in the 
history of Army Aviation. 

It would be impossible to ful 
dr the subject of Arm iation 
history' . conflict in 
this paper, for it would involve a major 
portion of the history of the Army itself 
- as aviation became a driving central 

element to alI that occurred there. Need­
less to say, the careful planning com­
pleted by the Rodgers Board for expan­
sion of Army Aviation was dramatical­

accelerated. The new turbine-pow­
ed wonders supplanted the tired old 

r ips, and research and development 
co inued toward the second-generation 
tur 'ne helicopters that are now being 
pr ured. The 1st Air Cav Division was 
con eived, organized and deployed dur­
ing his time and in a sense all deployed 
div ions became airmobile. 

he UH-1 IROQUOIS, AH-1 CO­
, OH-6 CAYUSE, OH-58 KIOWA, 

-47 CHINOOK and CH-54 T ARHE 
rovided a degree of mobility and 

responsive firepower which dramatical­
ly expanded the capability of ground 
forces to engage and destroy the enemy. 
Army helicopters not only delivered 
ground forces in airmobile assaults but 
also provided a major portion of the in­
telligence necessary to properly deploy 
units, and then sustained them with 
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close-in fire support, 10gistics support, 
medical evacuation and airborne com­
mand and control. Vietnam became 
known in the public mind as the 
helicopter war. 

Helicopters, however. were not gen­
erally viewed as fighting vehicles at the 
beginning of the Vietnam war. The em­
phasis had been on improved mobility 
in support of the ground forces, but in 
the face of an ever-expanding conflict 
the need for armament became immed­
iately apparent. Transport helicopters 
were armed and provided with armed 
helicopter escort. The Air Cavalry con­
cept demanded an armed helicopter to 
realize its potential and development of 
such a capability began in earnest. 

The story of the armed helicopter 
must be a separate subject in any saga 
of Army Aviation, for the development 
of this capability marked a fundamen­
tal change in the direction and purpose 
of the Army Aviation program. As orig­
inally conceived, Army Aviation was 
restricted to the performance of those 
traditional missions associated with ex­
tending the ability of ground forces to 
move, shoot and communicate. Al­
though these missions remain as basic 
requirements, the arming of helicopters 
has engendered totally new concepts in 
organization and doctrine for the entire 
Army. 

Helicopter armament had begun to be 
seriously studied in the summer of 1955 
when the concept of Sky Cavalry was 
introduced into Army exercises and the 
ongoing informal experiments at Fort 
Rucker received the Department of the 
Army's blessing. Testing was conducted 
over the next several years on a variety 
of weapons ranging from light caliber 
machine guns to rockets and missiles. In 
addition to "Sky Cav" experiments, 
armed helicopters were conceptually 
evaluated with some testing as "gun 
platforms" for use in the close fire sup­
port role, and the emerging concept of 
large-scale airmobility began to take 
substantive shape. ,This evolution was 
still in process at the beginning of the 
Vietnam war. . rmy 
helicopte eployed to Vietnam in 
and were not equipped with arma­
m , it did not take long for units there 

recognize the need for some kind of 
protective firepower, and this is a "war 
story" worth retelling. 

A field expedient solution was applied 
to the CH-21C SHAWNEE which con­
sisted of an M1918A1 .30-caliber 
machine gun mounted in the forward 

I .1 -I 

The AH·1 Cobra series arrived in Vietnam, just in time to assist in blunting the enemy Tet offensive 
in 1968. 

cargo door. The crew chief, stationed at 
the rear cargo door, was armed with a 
hand-held automatic weapon. Although 
crude, this system did provide some 
firepower protection at the landing 
zone. Like most improvisations, this one 
went through a few changes before a 
satisfactory configuration was estab­
lished. The basic installation was fabri­
cated by removing the pintle from a tri­
angular ground mount and welding it to 
an iron bar which was then secured to 
the door frames. The same arrangement 
was initially used in both fore and aft 
doors with a bun gee cord tied to the bar 
at the aft door so that the machine gun 
could be swung inboard, out of the way 
for troop exit. It seemed like a good idea 
at the time, but it sure didn't work out 
in practice. When that aft, gun was 
swung inboard it was difficult to get the 
troops to leave the aircraft, or do 
anything else for that matter, because 
the business end was then pointed 
straight up the troop compartment. 
Besides, if the troops did manage to 
overcome their fear and sidle past that 
ominous barrel, it became an obvious 
concern to the pilot and copilot that 
they were sitting at the wrong end of a 
shooting gallery. There would be a 
serious problem in the cockpit should 
there be any little nervous mistake on 
the part of the crew chief. Change one 
was instituted immediately and the crew 
chief was given a light' automatic 
weapon instead. 

Ammunition feed to the forward 
machine gun was another problem. 
With the belt feeding directly from an 
ammo box on the floor, stoppages were 
common. The only immediate practical 
solution was to mount the ammo box 
directly on top of the gun to ensure 
smooth, untwisted entry of the rounds 
into the breach. That part worked fine 
but, of course, the solution brought its 
own set of problems, the main one be­
ing that the gunner then had to peer over 
the box and aim by pointing the weapon 
parallel to his line-of-sight about a foot 
above the barrel. There were no aerial 
trigger components available in Vietnam 
either, so with the pistol grip in one 
hand and the ammo box in the other, 
successful gunnery was' largely a matter 
of practiced guesswork. Even with these 
briefly stated drawbacks (there were 
many others), this field expedient did the 
job until some relief was provided by the 
arrival of the Utility Tactical Transport 
Company (UTI) with its armed UH-1Bs 
in the fall of 1962. 

The UH-1B (nicknamed the "Hog") 
armed with guns and rockets was a 
result of those early experiments at F 
Rucker, of lessons learned in Viet 
and of various studies and exerc' over 
t ears. The Hog prov 0 be in­
v.alua icopter escort. 
for preassault fire at landing zones, and 
for close-in protective fire during air­
mobile operations. Soon this responsive, 
integrated firepower was expanded in-
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Quickly erected. just outside of the 
gate of course, and it said, "Last 
Chance" on the other side. But Saigon 
was a short Lambreta scooter and 
"blue and white" away when the flying 
was done and the next day's mission 
had been briefed. 

-- .~. ~ 

~ .. ---- M :: _l&._ -'-"-

52 



The Street of Flowers where a hand 
grenade blew off the front end of a 
favorite bar. 
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OPERATIONS 

Meanwhile, practice makes perfect and 
M/Sgt AI Chang caught this flight. 
stacked in echelon right, on the way 
down the Mekong Delta to pick up a 
load of troops. 

", 
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Maj. Milt Cherne takes over! This tough 
looking, cigar-smoking warrior picture 
made such 8 hit in the Pentagon that it 
was displayed on the walls of the "E" 
ring for several years. 

The old french hangars were com modi­
ous and when maintenance worked 
night and day, they could easily sup­
port the pace of operations. 



We tried it on the back door, too, but it 
was right uncomfortable when the bar 
was swung back to let the troops off­
so the crew chief held a submachlne 
gun instead and both gunner and chief 
kept a watchful eye . 

. ----.. 
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Density altitude forced early decisions 
on removal of excess equipment to 
reduce weight ... the seats went next. 

A main occupation early on, to familiar­
ize ARVN troops with the rudimentaries 
... like how to get on and off a CH-21 C. 
Here our expert for the day, CWO Dick 
Parsens, works with an interpreter to 
educate the troops. 



Surprise worked fairly well at first but 
soon cover was provided by VNAF 
T -28s - or they were USAF driven 
when we were lucky. An occasional 
AT-60r 8-25 might show up ... Iaterthe 
AE-l appeared on the scene and that 
could be somewhat awesome. 

-- -

Gunnershalf load - but puta round in 
the chamber only by order. The free to 
fire order usually was given as the 
assault landing began. 

:. 
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We are out in about 30 seconds per 
ship if all goes well. 

We had to take pictures to prove to the 
MAAG that we were being shot at . 



A typical mission would start with brief­
ings at home station and "chalk one 
rolling" at"O dawn hundred." 
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Brief and debrief ... these photos were 
shot around mid year 1961. Maj 
Cherne, CO, flanked by signal de­
tachment Cmdr Cpt Ray Hout and 57th 
XO Bob Webb, talk with pilots from left 
to right around the circle - Frost, 
Potts, Wilson. W. J. Williams, Eakins, 
Gifford. These are the faces you can 
see. 

Another angle shows B. J. Williams, 
8eachnau, Nelson, Smith, Ziegler and 
Sabey. Is that right? 

Chow call on another mission ... the 
heavyweights in front. CWOs Ken 
Donley and Charley Larkin, Cpts T. C. 
West and Dick Bastion. Others that can 
be recognized are Youngblood, Smith, 
Knight, Gifford - but not sure about 
Smith and that could be Lt Magee on 
the right flank. 

MISSION BREAK 

59 



War, 
Viet Cong 
Defeat Seen 

NI. York Timl' 
N .. ,I S.rvice 

BY E. W. 

By February, the buildup of transporta­
tion aviation units had begun and the 
45th trans BN was in place at Tan Son 
Nhut. The TOY, "not to exceed 180 
days", had disappeared and we began 
to make the news more often. 

THE PRESS 
• 

'Copter Duty 
In Viet Nam 
Is Extended 

Time Magazine reporter, Merton Perry 
joins T. C. and Wolfgang for lunch. 
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AMERICAN SOLDIER'S role in South Vietnam's war is that of instructor-teaching Vietnamese how to fight Communists. 

AMERICANS IN A WAR IN ASIA 
U. S. soldiers, armed and in uniform, are deep in a dangerous mission in the jungles 
of South Vietnam. Robert P. Martin, of the International Staff of "U. S. News & World 
Report," spent days with the men who are training Vietnam's Army to fight the 
Reds. He took these exclusive photographs, and wrote the accompanying article. 

SAIGON 

THE \VAR I~ sorTH nETXA~:[ is no lark 
to the several thousand U. S. serv­

icemen on duty here. It is a grim busi­
ness, being carried out efficiently by 
hurd-working, job-conscious Americans. 
_ The Vietnamese are fighting this war, 
not the Americans. '''hat the United 
States is doing is supplying the arms and 
equipment that the Vietnamese need, 
and teaching them to fight the Commu­
nists more efficiently. The American sol­
diers here are advisers, instructors, tech. 
niciaus-not combatants. 

Yet the self-imposed disciplines 
of war can be seen in every 
camp and at evel'}' base where 
Americans are serving. Outside 
the large cities and the well· '.!I 
guarded camps, every American r 
serviceman carries a weapoll. 
Even shore-bused U. S. sailors • 

PRISONER is one of Communist 
guerrillas, known as Viet Congo 
He was caught reporting by radio 
on movements of Vietnamese 
Rangers who are fighting the Reds. 

have their carbines. Few Americans have 
seen the face of the enemy. The ex­
ceptions are the advisers-men and offi­
cers-who go on comb'lt patrols with 
their Vietnamese troops. 

Reds? Everywhere. A Vietnamese 
is a Vietnamese, and no Amelicun can 
determine whether he is a Communist 
by the cut of his clothes or the color of 
his eyes. But every American in South 
Vietnam is acutely conscious tIlnt the 
Viet Cong-as the Communist guerril­
las are called-are everywhere. 

The planes and helicopters that the 
Americans fir ilre frequently shot at by 

• 

the Viet Congo Roads that Americans 
travel are often mined, and ambushes 
occur repeatedly. 

Some Americans have been killed. 
others have been wotmded or injured in 
this conflict. 

Americans are instructed to shoot 
back, if fired upou. 

No American in South Vietnam hus 
command responsibility over troops ill 
the field. Suggestions are offered by 
American advisers, nnd sometimes their 
advice is followed. 

Americans and Vietnamese soldiel's 
often work ns a team. Crew chiefs of the 

U. S. Air Force, fol' instance, fl.~ 
on many cargo planes of the Viet­
ntu\lese Air Force. U. S. jump­
m<lstel'S control Vietnamese para­
troopers as they leap into battle 
from U. S. Air Fore:e planes. 

As thc "'Hr goes on, the e. S. is 
getting morc deeply ill\'()l\'ed. Yet. 
this is !It ill South Vidn:lm's WHr. 

fou~ht by ViehHunes('. 
Here. in picturt's and ane<:· 

dotes, is the story of ho\\' Ameri· 
cans act and react in this war that 
is not like anv war in which the\' 
han> ever b~en invoh'ed bf"foni. 



CHIEF WARRANT OFFICEU David R. 
Suylor thoughtfully chewed his fin· 

gemaiIs. The Vietnamese infantrymen 
leaping feet first out of his helicopter 
were just a triBe slow. 

Two hOUTS of intensive c1assroom in G 

struction, two hours of flying, and four 
practice missions had failed to produce 
the catapuitlike speed that the Ameri­
can insh'uctors wanted the Vietnamese 
soldiers to acquire. 

"Maybe you think a <"ouple of se(.'onds 
doesn't matter," Saylor said. "But when 
you're hovering over a wet rice ReId 
dropping these guys, and the Viet Cong 
start shooting-wen, a second or two 
CUll mean the difference between losing 
or not losing your chopper." 

The Vietnamese are gradually learn­
ing speed through hard practice. It also 
is hard work for the Americans. In Jallu­
ary, a U, S. Anny helicopter comp;my 
logged 600 hours in the air, For every 
hour a heJicopter is in tlle nir, it must 
have 11 hours of mnintenanee work. 

Maj. Milton P. Cherne presides over 
a tent city perched on the edge of a 
South Vietnamese airfield. At noon, the 
tents are like ovens and the unpaved 
streets are choked with dust. Books are 
few and recreation is almost nonexistent. 
Getting suitable drinking water "is a prob­
lem. The Americans are building clubs 
and ball fields in spare time, 

Major .Cherne does not" thInk morale 
is a problem yet. He says: 

".Most of the Americans out here are 
mature men. Almost all of them are in 
the RegulaI' Anny. They know they have 
a job to do and their biggest interest is 
in doing it properly." 

Sgt. Gilbert A. Secor is a cheerful 
~p)die.r who, when stationed in Okinawa, 
11l1'!!f. week-ends hiking !o remote viI­
l~$es to give medical care to people .who 
A~a4 po doctors available.. .' 
'. ':.::Ii~re. despite a' shortage of medical 
'supplies, he mannges to treat 50 to 80 
V~e~namese civilians .duru~~· sick call. 

AMERICAN INSTRUCTOR shows Vietnamese infantrymen how to. get out fast 
from a U. S. helicopter after it has brought him to a battle scene. Speed is 
important. While a helicopter is on the ground, it is a sitting duck for Com. 
munist guerrillas. Several American helicopters have been knocked out of 
action by Viet Cong bullets. With practice, Vietnamese now have learned 
how to empty a helicopter of its soldier passengers in 9 seconds, under fire. 

INFANTRYMEN leap from an Ameri. 
can helicopter with guns in hand 
and rush into battle with Commu· 
nist guerrillas. A helicopter, flown by 
three Americans, can carry 12 Viet· 
namese soldiers, armed for combat. 
In combat, on American with on 
automatic weapon squats in 'copter 
door, ready to provide covering fire. 

PHOTO 
REPORT 
Continued .. 
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CONTINUED 

U. S. MARINE, in traditional campaign 
hot, instructs Vietnamese in techniques 
of landing on a shore from a boat-an 
art in which American Marines excel. 
This is typical of the advisory role that 
U. S. servicemen play. In all, there are be­
tween 4,000 and 5,000 uniformed Amer­
icans in South Vietnam. The number may 
go as high as 7,000 by next summer. 

U. S. AIRCRAFT CARRIER CORE arrived at Saigon in February with 21 
Otters, single-engine planes, each capable of carrying 10 combot. 
equipped soldiers. The Core also brought 300 U. S. officers and men. 

VIETNAMESE prepare for a marine landing. Much of the fighting in South 
Vietnam takes place along the shores of that country's numerous waterways. 

SUPPLIES of war are unloaded from a U. S. 
ship, the Hawaiian Educator, ot the dock~ 
of Soigon. Its cargo included 200 trucks, 
assault boots, pontoons for bridges, and 
eorth-moving equipment to build oirfields. 



CONTINUED 

TEACHER AND PUPIL are shown in 
these pictures of on American sol. 
dier, above, and a typical soldier 
of the South Vietnam Army. below. 

JUNGLE is scene of most of the fighting. 
Americans teach jungle tactics learned 
in the South Pacific in World War II. 

HEADQUARTERS of the U. S. Military A:~istance Advisory Group is in 
Saigon. The "MAAG," as it is col/ed, was not equipped to handle su,:h 
a big buildup 0$ that which roas occurred in South Vietnam. So a new 
U. S. Military Assistance Command has been set up to control tactical units. 

VIETNAMESE RANGERS get training from an American in automatic weapons. 
The American advisers live with the Vietnamese troops in isolated camps far 
from Saigon's pleasant accommodations. On a jungle sweep, seeking out the 
Communist guerrillas, Americans accompany the Rangers and sometimes get 
involved in the fighting if the patrol is attacked by a bond of Viet Congo 

U. S. NEWS & WORLD REPORT, March 5, 1962 
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Here the boss tries to explain some­
thing to 57th Us Art Edquid and Sal 
Formica. 
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The town of Muc Hos was just north of 
where this action took place. 

A stroll in downtown Muc Hos. 



Special. Chronicle Report 

How U. S. Copters Face Red Gunfire 
j . 'r:::t~;ing 
:···Mis~ions 
Ii 

Treetop 
'Support 
Missions' 

From Pafe 1 

thine aupport missiona, but 
often we do," 

KniSht, whose mother, 
Sara Schofield, live. It 3<13 
Butiett strut, Hayward, led 
the first of the 57th', flIlht. 
here two days before lilt 
Christmn. 

Since then thhe DuUlt bas 
been flying almost dally. 
either for training or opera­
tiona. The 57th choppers hive 
mlde 8237 flight3, carried 
30,000 South Vietnamese 
troops. Ind 70 tons of cario 
to beleagued outposts in less 
than four months. ' 

During these operations 
the 57th'. copters hive been 
hit 17 timell by enemy bul­
let!. Two craft blve been 
destroyed In making emer· 
gency landings after engine 
failures. " But the cOmpany 
bar yet to Jose I man. 

"We've been fortunate," 
Knight said. "But the Viet 
Coni are letting better or­
gaDized In air defense, We're 
meetlnl ,concentrated auto­
maUc fire in lOme areu no",. 

,'-.... 

For a lonl Ume there wa~ _..,.' 
only rlflI fire." .' ,:". '" 

The 57tb'l- yilot. have 
neceuarUy become expert at 
flying the danlllrous_ mllea 
at "contour, level:' They 
h ..... hop over blU, and t ...... 
keepln, within ~ to lOO.!eel 

. of the pUDer. Tbblmlneuftt 
helps to DIIlt their 'approach 

from the dug·ln Viet Cong 
tro ... 

"What we'rl doln' would 
frl,hlen In Inllruc:tor beck 
1D the ltatll." .. iii W.mat 
Oltlcer BeDDle Potu. ·~W. 

PAGE 10 SAN FRANCISCO CHRONICLE, Monday, Marc;h 26, 1962 
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By NORMAN SKLAREWITZ 

I T WAS PUSHING 100 degrees 
in thE' dusty tent city at Tan Son 

Nhut airport outside Saigon when 
the helicopter liaison officer from 
III Corps pulled his jeep in front 
of thE' company commander's own 
sweat box. He carried a sheaf of 
maps and for thE' next half hour 
the LO sat on the edge of a cot 
and outlinro to the Old Man and 
the opf'rations offi('{'f what was up. 

"According to th(' District Chief, 

there is supposed to be a company 
of V.C. moving into this area," he 
said and pointed to a position on 
the 1/50,000 map. "Corps wants to 
put a gang of Rangers down right 
outside the village around seven 
tomorrow morning. They figure on 
squeezing the Commies from two 
sides and catching 'em between here 
and the canaL" 

About the same time that this 
helicopter attack mission was being 
planned, the field phone rang in thE> 
hut of an Anny lieutenant oolon(>1 

up at Komtum, nearly 300 miles to 
the north of Saigon. He listened to 
the caller, scribbled some coordi­
nates on a scratch pad, then hung 
up. Outside his quarters was a con­
crete driveway whpre the detach­
ment Jeep had be£>n parked before 
a tin roof was put over the paving 
to make it into a combination out­
door officers' lounge, conference 
room and piJots' ready room. 

Two young warrant officers in 
flying suits were reading weE>k-old 
newspapers when the colonel poked 



'" co 

his head out the door. "Division 
G-2 just called. They have reports 
of what might be a large scale in­
filtration from over the Laotian 
border. They want to send a '!Couple 
intelligence officers and an artil­
lery spotter up to check out the 
report. You ready to go?" 

Still farther to the north, four 
low-flying helicopters cut through a 
rugged mountain pass carrying a 
platoon of tough Vietnamese Spe­
cial Forces men and their teams of 

Army ingenuity provides a practical 
gun mount in helicopter doorway. 

American advisers on a mission 
deep into Communist-controlled 
territory. 

This was an ordinary day in the 
shadowy war in Viet Nam where 
the United States is carrying out 
the dual role of combat adviser and 
prime mover to the military forces 
of a government hard pressed by 
the Communist Viet Congo And as 
it is every day, Boeing Vertol H-21 
helicopters flown by U. S. Army 
crews were a key element in the 
fight. 

The H-21 was the first helicopter 
the U. S. put into tactical operation 
in Viet Nam as part of a sh'pped­
up program of support. Today there 
are three full units in action. 

The 57th Transportation Com­
pany (Light HeHcopter) from Fort 
Lewis, Washington. is based at Tan 
Son Nhut under the command of 
Major Milton P. Cherne. It shares 
responsibility for helicopter airHft 
in the sprawling Mekong River 
delta in the southern III Corps area 
with aircraft of Marine Helicopter 
Squadron 362. 

The II Corps area in the center 
of Viet Nam is served by the 8th 
TC Company out of Qui Nhon. 
Originally from Fort Bragg. North 
Carolina. it is commanded by 
Major Charles Hardesty, who led 
his aircraft across the U. S. from 
Bragg to the West Coast for over­
seas movement-an operational first 
for the 8th. 

The dense jungle mountain re­
gion of I Corps right up to the 17th 
parallel that divides the Republic 
of Viet Nam from Communist 
North Viet Nam gets its H-21s from 
the 93rd TC Company commanded 
by Major James E. Gray Jr. His 
unit operates from the city of Da 
Nang on the South China Sea 
coast. 

If anyone piece of military 
equipment was ever identified with 
an operation, the helicopter is the 
symbol of the war in Viet Nam. 
What's more, military leaders see 
in the chopper the answer to the 
free-ranging movements of the Com­
munist guerril1as who have held the 
advantage so far in the war against 
the U. S.-supported government of 
Pr(>sident N go Dinh Diem. 

Now the helicopter is giving new 
mobility and striking power to the 

Vietnamese troops and enabling 
them to be deployed quickly against 
V.C. strong points in the jungles 
and mangrove swamps. 

In addition to this major assault 
role, the H-21 is playing its more 
conventional role as an aircraft for 
medical evacuation, movement of 
high-priority cargo into otherwise 
inaccessable positions, and carrying 
out liaison, intelligence and resup­
ply mis.c;ions. 

The Viet Nam story is far from 
over; the American build-up still is 
going on. But at the end of the first 
seven months of our active partici­
pation, the H-21 already has writ­
ten its page in U. S. military his­
tory. 

When the aircraft carrier trans­
port MSTS Core steamed up the 
Saigon River on December 11, 1961, 
with decks and holds jammed with 
helicopters, the aircraft were still 
unproved in tactical assault opera­
tions. Both Marines and Army 
made use of 'copters during the 
Korean War to airlift troops and 
some weapons into position, but 
then there was a fixed front line 
behind which the 'copters put down. 
In Viet Nam, they not only land 
deep inside enemy-dominated coun­
try but often atop V.C. strong­
points. Communist riflemen hiding 
in the thick sword grass have been 
revealed by the downwash of an 
H-21's rotors on many occasions. 

The concept of vertical envelop­
ment was refined in training exer­
cises over the years that followed 
Korea, but the thinking generally 
then was the use of rotary-wing air­
craft on a beachhead or airhead. 

Both services have, since coming 
to Viet Nam, learned enough about 
the strategy to cause major re­
visions in past thinking. 

A helicopter company command­
er in Viet Nam, directed to prepare 
a swnmary report on his experi­
ences, found he was up to 14 pages 
typed single spaced and he hadn't 
even reached the sections on com­
munications and maintenance. 
When a colleague chided him about 
writing a novel, he wearily replied, 
"I'm not writing a book: we're writ­
ing The Book." 

This is hardly an exaggeration, 
for not only have ideas come in for 
overhauling as a result of the ex-



periences of the three H-21 com­
panies, but feats of maintenance 
and operation considered unique 
or impossible back in the United 
States are, of necessity, common­
place in Viet Nam. 

In May this year, the men of the 
57th TC Company racked up 1,000 
flying hours-that's thought to be 
the first time any H-21 unit has 
rolled up that many hours and it 
is assumed to be an H-21 world 
record. The same outfit had a total 
of 3,300 flying hours for the first 
six months it was in Viet Nam. 
Further, the 57th claims an avail­
ability record of 74.8% for its air­
craft against the general U. S. 
Army-wide standard of 53%. 

When such things as shrapnel 
and bullet holes are considered as 
routine un-scheduled maintenance 
and when work on rotors, usually 
done in moisture-controlled, air­
conditioned shops, must be per­
fonned out in the open air, such 
records become an the more amaz­
ing. 

The 8th TC Company claims a 
grim record of its own: it was the 
first helicopter unit to have crew­
men win the Purple Heart for 
wounds sufi'erell in action. 

Officially, of course, there is no 
combat flying in Viet Nam, since 
it is U. S. policy to provide only 
advice and support to the military 
forces of the Vietnamese. This 

posed an administrative problem: 
it was difficult to log flying into an 
assault position with heavy ground 
fire slamming up and men being 
hit as either training or service. 
Finally the tenn "combat support" 
was coined by the Pentagon and it 
is against this colwnn that flying in 
Viet Nam is logged. 

Mechanics of 57th TC Company 
work on aircraft at Tan Son Nhut. 

- - - -

Because of different terrain in the 
areas in which the H-21 companies 
operate, a variety of assault tech­
niques have been tried. As many 
as 10, 14 or even more aircraft 
have been used in a single mission 
over flat rice-paddy land, while in 
other cases a single helicopter may 
do a job. 

Some of the Viet Nam territory 
is heavily forested hil1s and rugged 
mountain plateaus. A touchdown 
target may be little more than a 
rough clearing. 

From the start of American heli­
copter troop airlifts, the Viet Cong 
have been after the aircraft. First 
they used home-made rifles that 
were almost totaJly ineffective. Now 
they have automatic weapons. In 
addition, the communists use a lot 
of energy building ground traps. 

At San Me Thuot this past 
spring, a major attack force whirl­
ing in toward its landing point 
spotted 10-foot-Iong sharpened bam­
boo poles planted as helicopter 
traps. The enemy hadn't had time 
to finish sewing the entire touch­
down area and there was plenty of 
room left for the H~21s to set down. 

Good landing areas in the central 
and north regions are scarce and 
the communists know it. One pad 
had ooen USM for some weeks by 
aircraft of the 8th TC Company 
for resupply missions. They were 
then f'ngaged in another area. 

- - - - -



SP6 Niles Myers from Enola, Pennsylvania, re~ 
pairs an H~21 rotor in a hangar near Saigon. 

U. S. Army helicopter operations officers and Vietnamese 
airborne brigade commanders prepare for a combat assault. 

ewos Huey Nelson and Jack Carey 
made it bit later when this picture was 
published in the Feb 67 issue of the 
military review to illustrate an article 
entitled "The Higher level Staff 
Advisor". 

The morning before the aircraft 
were scheduled to resume working 
out of the regular pad, a squad of 
Vietnamese soldiers went into the 
area to fix up the markers. One 
detonated a land mine right on the 
pad. The communists evidently had 
moved into the area the preceding 
night, sewn mines liberally and 
then withdrawn without a trace. 

Soon after the H·21 went into 
action in Viet Nam last Decf'mbf'r, 
it became apparent that the aircraft 
had to have some means of df'f{'nd~ 
ing itself against ground fire. Hast­
ily mounted .30 caliber light ma­
chine. guhs provided the best means 
of 'returning enemy fire and a di· 
rective from the \¥hitf' House au· 
thorized the American fliers to do 
so when attacked. 

Since a machine gunner is not 
part of the regular H-21 crew, a 
fast on·the~job training program 
was set up in each of the three TC 
companies. Usually some veteran 
of World War II combat flying in­
structed the yotmger men in the 
fine art of aerial gunnery. Before 
long, the V.C. discovered that the 
passing H-21s were no longer de­
fenseless targets. 

The Americans obey the order 
not to fire tmless fired on but once 
the enemy gets rough they don't 
hesitate to shoot back. The day that 
Warrant Officer Henry C. Beau was 
seriously wounded up in Kontum 
Province by Communist fire, one 
GI gunner got off 100 rounds 
against the V.C. who were firing up 
at the helicopters from a camou­
flaged hut position. 

Even in the case of weapons 
there are differences between the 
various TC companies. The 57th 
uses just a single machine gun 
mounted in the forward door. The 
8th has two aboard, one forward 
and the other aft. The latter is 
SWWlg out of the way when troops 
are deployed. The assistant crew 
chief acts as the second gunner, al­
though enlisted men from a variety 
of duty assignments ranging from 
off·duty mechanics to gasoline truck 
drivers doublE' in riding aerial shot­
gun. 

CrE'wm(>n w(>ar the standard-is­
sue body armor but feel it provides 
no protection from rounds fired up 
into the' aircraft from below-the 
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most common source of wounding 
fire. One company is now experi­
menting with an armored seat made 
out of lis-inch steel plating which 
hopefully will lessen groundfire in­
juries. 

During the first six months of 
helicopter operations in Viet Nam. 
the aircraft have been tactically 
used to move Vietnamese Rangers, 
airborne troops and Army regulars 
into position for surprise attacks 
on suspected Viet Cong positions. 
Generally the aircraft make the 
troop pick-up at an assembly point 
and then airlift them to the objec­
tive, usually a village or strongpoint 
20 or 30 minutes flying time away. 

With the ground forces are U. S. 
Army advisers who are equipped 
with back-pack radios to maintain 
communications between the attack­
ing force and the helicopters should 
they be needed later for evacuating 
wounded or to make similar return 
emergency runs. 

Initially, the helicopters on maxi­
mum-effort missions flew contour in 
a train, deposited their troops, re­
turned to the pick-up point, and 
then repeated the run in. This meth­
od soon was abandoned. On the 

second run the V.C. were waiting 
and delivered devastating fire on 
the aircraft. Further, the low-level 
movement provided no surprise 
after the initial run and exposed. 
the aircraft to V.C. fire en route. 

As a result, minimum altitudes 
are used only in the assault area. 
The trip toward the touch-down 
zone is made at about 2,000 feet, 
to keep the aircraft out of range of 
usual ground fire. When approach­
ing the attack zone, the helicopters 
drop as low as possible and go in 
to achieve maximum surprise and 
shock. 

Navigating when only 10 feet or 
so above monotonous brown paddy 
fields was difficult. To provide navi­
gational direction now, a control 
aircraft, usual1y a Beaver or Otter 
borrowed from the MAAG Anny 
detachment, is used. A helicopter 
company officer rides in the control 
ship and can by simple radio di­
rections direct the flight precisely 
on target from his overhead vantage 
point. 

Air cover for many such missions 
is provided by T-28 trainer planes 
anned with machine guns, napalm 
and rockets. Two such planes ac-

Boeing Vertol H-21 helicopters land on 7b:n Son Nhut Airport. 

company a helicopter assau1t to 
suppress concentrated ground fire 
and to provide Combat Air Patrol 
should enemy aircraft intrude 
(something which has not yet hap­
pened). 

If at all possible, the helicopter 
company commander never takes 
his aircraft into the same touch­
down area twice on the same raid 
and never flies the same route when 
moving into and out of an assault 
zone. 

The Military Assistance Com­
mand considers exact number of 
combat support missions flown by 
the Anny helicopters to be classi­
fied information, but it is common 
knowledge that at least one of the 
companies averages a major assault 
opera tion every other day. 

In this most unconventional of 
all wars in which the U. S. has 
been involved, generalities are dif­
ficult to make. Yet one Army H-21 
pilot may have coined the best de­
scription of Viet Nam duty. He 
said, "We get a call to fly a mis­
sion to a place we've never seen, to 
do a job we've never done under 
conditions never experienced. But 
we go anyhow-and do it." ~ 



Maj Cherne was along to do the brief­
ing. The USMC squadron was com­
manded by Ltc Archie Clapp and was 
known as "Archie's Angels" ... so with 
that we adopted the title of "Milt's 
Misfits". 

The 45th BN Cmdr. Ltc Howard 
Richardson, and his staff. flew down 
with Cpts Peppard and Bass seen here. 

U.S.M.C. ARRIVES 
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The USMC arrived in Soc Trang with 
their CH-34 squadron in the spring of 
1962. The Army briefed them in and led 
them around for a while. 



The air medals started to arrive even­
tually and the first one was approp­
riately pinned on our senior CWO, 
Bennie Potts, by BG Stilwell ... later to 
become known around the 57th as the 
Army's highest paid gunner. (Stilwell, 
not Potts) 

Others look on, too numerous to men­
tion - try your memory - young look­
ing fellas, aren't they? 
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And the tactical transport (UTT) 
came to stay with us ... CWO Gift Gif­
ford grins past his handlebar mustache 
In between flights ... "red leader this is 
blue leader" "blue leader this is red" ... 
"etc., etc., etc.," escort chatter was so 
high for awhile that the 57th flight 
leader CQuid hardly get a word in 



On this one we stripped a gear leading 
a flight into VC village. Those rice 
paddy dikes got hard when the dry 
season started. Here old 208 is laid 
gently against a dike inside an H-21 
sized hole at Can Tho. She stayed 
upright, the blades didn't hit the water 
on shutdown and after a couple of 

weeks of effort, she was placed on a 
lowboy to be returned to the base for 
repair. Unfortunately, the night had to 
be spent in Can Tho where the Viet 
Cong managed to insert a couple of 
grenades which provided an abrupt 
end to the story. The Ft. Lewis bunch, and those who 

joined up for the first tour with the 57th 
in RVN, were all out of country by 
November '62. Soon thereafter we lost 
one from altitude, packed with 57th 
crew and friends from the 93rd. Then 
there was AP BAC and that one was 
pretty bad so a poem was composed to 
commemorate the occasion. 
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In Memory of tbe AP Bac Operation 
xune: On Top of Old .smoky 

We were called into Tan Biep 
On January TWo 

Wa would never bave lone there 
If weld only knew 

We were supporting tbe ARYANS 
A group without guts 

Attacking a village 
Of strew covered buts 

A ten copter mission 
A bundred troop load 

Three lifts are now over 
A fourth on the road 

Tbe VC's start sbooting 
They fire a big blast 

We off load the ARV ANS 
They sit on their ass 

One·copter is crippled 
Arlotber si t. down 

Attempting a rescue 
Now tbere are two on the ground 

A BUey returns now 
To give them some aid 

The VCls are so accurate 
They shoot off 8 blade 

Four pilots are wounded 
Two Crewmen are dead 

When it.s all over 
1100d day.for the Red 

%hey la7 in the paddy 
.Al1. covered wi tb sllme 

A. hell or a sun be th 
ElCbt hours at a time 

AD armore4 Battallion 
JUst stayed in a trance 

One Captain died try1nc 
To make them advanc," 

The paratro~ps landed 
A magnificent sight 

Tbere vas hand to band combat 
But no VC's in sight 

Wben the DeWS vas reported 
The. ARYANS bed won 

The. VC's are laughing 
OVer tbeir captured guns 

All pilots take warning 
When tree lines are near 

Lets land those darn copters 
One mile to the rear. 



United States Army helicopter units fly­
ing H-21s carried many troops to battle. 

In Vietnam the Boeing Vertol H-21 was called the 

GAME OLD DAME 

By MAJ. MILTON P. CHERNE 
United States Army 

SMOKE and fire belched forth 
as the engine roared to life 

with deafening reverberations. Min­
utes later, the first CH-21 made her 
ungainly debut before the Viet­
namese audience that thronged 
around the baby flattop anchored 
at the base of Tu Duo Street in 
Saigon. 

Awkwardly, perhaps clumsily, 
she hovered momentarily over the 
crowded carrier deck as the pilot 
talked to her in soothing tones be­
fore coaxing her into a downwind 
overwater takeoff. With the frivolity 
of a teenager, she ahed her ungain­
liness and changed into a thing of 
grace as ahe ascended into flight. 
The crowd cheered with glee and 
admiration as the banana-sbaped 
helicopter circled the city, asserting 
her reign and dominance over the 
countryside. The skies were hers, 
and hers alone. Jealous, tempera­
mental, fickle, understanding, mean, 
ornery, and bardheaded ahe was. 
But she liked to be treated like a 
lady. 

That was four years ago. Since 
then she bas been used and abused, 
cussed and discussed, but never bas 
she been ignored. We pampered and 
pleaded with the ole gal and some­
times seemed to lift her into the 
air with aheer will power. She shud­
dered and vibrated to let us know 
that this work wasn't appreciated, 
but she knew the job had to be done 
-and do it she did. 

Pigs, chickens, dogs, women and 
suckling babes have swelled her in­
nards. Iceboxes, rice, lumber, plumb­
ing, wire and an endless list of 
items bave been speedily transport­
ed across the land. Guns, mortars, 
and men were her primary interest, 
and when they riddled her with 
bullets, she gallantly continued on. 

Occasionally the strain would be 
too much and our lady would rebel. 
Like a Missouri mule, she just quit 
doing what she was doing and really 
didn't care where ahe was. This 
seasoned many a YO,ung pilot and 
greyed a few more. Once in a while 
she would roll over on her side and 
thrash her blades on the ground like 
a child having a tantrum. We'd pull 
and tug to get her on her feet and 

with tender loving care feed her a 
new engine, a shiny transmission or 
two, and bribe her with the thought 
of six new blades to take her into 
the air again. 

Aa her hair became white and her 
muscles became knotted and sore, 
she wisely noted the young upstarts 
were doing more and more. They 

,were trim and sleek while she was 
patched and old. Her memories 
were vivid and she could recall the 
legion of firm hands that had guided 
her history. This game ole dame 
had pioneered a new frontier. Sadly, 
she recalled the valiant young men 
who had given their all. Proudly, 
she could point to her accomplish­
ments and the dedicated men who 
have ridden her to glory. 

Recently, the last of her kind re­
tired. Ironically, Lt. Col. Robert 
Dillard, who introduced the lady 
to Vietnam in December 1961, flew 
one of the original CH-21s (old 
049) on her last flight. He brought 
her down from her unit and pre­
pared her for shipment home. The 
excitement and confusion of her 
arrival will be missing. No doubt, 
no one will wave and cheer as she 
leaves. But we all will have a sad­
ness in our hearts as we bid fare­
well' to a dear old lady that has 
taught us so much and worked so 
untiringly. 

Reprinted from the United States 
Army Aviation Digest. 

First Boeing Vertol H-21 helicopter to head for action 
in Vietnam was unloaded at Saigon December 11, 1961. 
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Ne'er. Forget 
Malor Milton P. Cherne 

T wo HEADS are better than 
one" is an oft·used saying. 

When both heads appear on the 
same object the saying becomes 
debatable. Some would say that 

. you reaUy have nothing but a two­
headed monster. 

Be that as it may, you can add 
to the problem by making "it" 
look like a common tropical fruit, 
designing "it" to operate in the 
arctic, employing "it" near the 
equator, and naming "it" after a 
glutenous animal. 

Seemingly. with a beginning 
such as this, it would -·be improb: 
able that fame and success could 
ever be achieved. However, the 
Hog-two-one (CH·21) not only 
took part in epochal events, but 
personally wrote a few chapters 
for people to ponder. The banana· 
shaped chopper was known and 
identified worldwide. Her picture 
appeared in print from west to 
east and north to south. Printed 
boldly across her sides in huge 
block letters was U. S. ARMY. 

Newspapers. television, maga· 

, ....... '.-'1' .. --,'., 

zines and radio covered her ,ex­
ploits in Vietnam beginning in 
December 196 I. Even the Viet 
Cong acknowledged her presence 
with crude drawings which were 

. distributed to their better gunners 
and regular units. 

Some people, unfortunately, 
never have the opportunity to 
face a "moment of truth," Some, 
unfortunately, have a moment of 
truth and find they are not capa· 
ble of handling the situation . 
They are not prepared: do not 
have the intestinal fortitude to 
measure up to the task at hand 
and must back away from the 
challenge. To face such a situation 
and to surmount all obstacles in· 
cumbent with a mission is to ex· 
perience a unique sense of real 
accomplishment and personal..sat. 
isfaction. 

H just one of her heads had a 
memory, she could remember 22 
December 1961 when she blazed 
her way to fame during the first 
U. S. Army heliborne assault in 
the Republic of Vietnam. She 
could recall the steaming jungles 
and elephant grass; the flooded 
rice lands of the Vietnamese delta 
area; her persomil wounds and 
the agony of the wounded soldiers 
she evacuated; names like Pleiku. 
Da Nang. Na Trang, Ap Bac, 

. Soc Trang. My 1'ho, Cau Mau • 
. and other strange sounding pJaces. 

Fame is short lived and success 
can only be measured by what reo 
mains after you depart. When you 
are emulated after your departure, 
or when your accomplishments 
. become a new set of standards, or 
when your meager successes are 
building blocks for bigger and 
better things, then you have been 
successful. 

So call her a two-headed mono 
ster if you will, or a gas guzzling 
Hog. but ne'er forget •. ole CH·21 
faced her moment of truth, tasted 
the sweet fruit of success, and 
paved the way for the future. 

U. S. ARMY AVIATION DIGEST 
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THE 57TH STARTED THE ACTION TO BE RECOGNIZED BY THE AAAA AS THE 
OUTSTANDING AVIATION UNIT FOR 1962. THE 45TH BATTALION THOUGHT THAT 
WAS A GOOD IDEA AND ADOPTED IT. MAJ CHERNE ACCEPTED THE AWARD AT 
THE CONVENTION THAT YEAR. SFC JAMES C. DYKES FROM THE 225TH SIGNAL 
DETACHMENT. ATTACHED TO THE 57TH, WAS ALSO RECOGNIZED AS THE AV~TION 
SOLDIER OF THE YEAR. IN 1963, WE WERE AGAIN IN THE LIMELIGHT AT AAAA. 

57l'B TMmORl'JIl'ION OctIP.ANY (Ill' IIEL) (11..21) 
.!.PO l43 B'ox 25, San ironei.eo, Colifornl.. 

ASGV-llt 7 J.ugu.t 1962 

S1lBJXC1.r. 'l'b. Buab •• OUtotalll!ill8 J.y1.UOll Unl.t "'ward 

TO. C~ ... ..ndi"C Officer 
1;5th T~"",pOlt<tion Battalion (Trans Acit) 
J.PO .:'.43" US 1c·r:sea 

Tho 57th Transpnrtat!.on C-cmpal\Y (Light Helicopter )(n.21) had for 
scvoral yeej"a ably suppo;':"ted t.he traiD1Dg aDd efforts of the Sl'ru..c 4th 
l:lfanhoy Division. stationed at Fort I.ev1s. tTBBhlnston. In lIdditlon to 
thill fcl1J,pport wh1cb 1nolkf. Nl g<re~ facet 01' mill tAl'J' preparation both 
df>l:lm;tic a..'"ld c" i,.~rsc.as. th~ .5T.h ZrOll8portctlon Canpany repeatedly Dssist-
01.1 tho local pop1.Olo.oe during 'Limos of strite Ql" peril. Soorch oDd Rescuo, 
!loed roliet, tr6D8portill/l firs fishters in tho rugged hill. alll! mountain. 
01' ocstern Oregon, mod1cal ovacuation and l!. host of otber dutios that oro 
clJllllOn to a voll trained, h1shly sldllod holicopter erSOllizoUon. All of 
thooe tCDks woro portomod with Q min1mtm of fanfaro ond Q mpx1 m 1JD: of 
protoss10nnl campotonco. 

In May of 1%0. erdars vcra recoived (IncloaW'o Hr.l) tbat vera to 
cbanso tbo ontiro por.poctivo ot tho unit aad evantually bring tho do­
sisnation ot tbo unit beforo tho oyos ef tbo vcrld and tho scrut11\Y of tho 
united Stotos~. Tboso wore tbo ordor. cbongingtbo st4t .. of tho unit 
to 0 Bl'lIU II CatJ!8OrY. Tho following day.,. vodl:iI aad mOllth. vcra dovoted 
to loading plans, alert plan., notificotion plans. basic load. and a host 
ot othor projects thut collld favorably alll! odver.oly ottoct tho unit durill8 
tho 1nl.tiol and critical_to of 0 movcmalt. Novar •• tisfied and nevor 
quit. porioot oneuab, thoso plans vera .tudied, tried, rovarkod, rO-tried 
and poli.hod nga1n and 118a1n. Tho tru1 ts of this labor would s_day ba 
enjoyed non tho _t 011110 and thoro vas not tilDO loft to oorroot ml.stato •• " 

~l of 1961 touad tbo world in c t=il and South lIe.t J.a1a tlo1m4cm­
ing in internal diaputDo All ayos followed tho novs rapart. olosoly alll! 
spoculotion ot assistanoo ot tho .. crican publio vcs a CemDon topic, 

J.pr1l proved to bo " tripla barroled month ter tbis unit. OJ:> 1 April 
1961 (IaclooW'o Hr.2) tho 57th Transportotion Oompol\Y lID. solocted o. a 
Supcrier srRiJ) unit and "". awarded tho .troOller fer tho unit su1don and 
Q oovoted aaroll. Sovarol d07s latar mossagos woro received diroct1ns: tho 
Wl1t to proporo for movCIIlont. Plans vora pullod trom tho tiloe, boXOD 

. takon' out ot .toroso, and packll18 and orating bOSon on Q tvonty-foW' hour 
bas1s. Shot -roaords rov1otlod. v1Us, power of ottornoy, olothins inspoct1oJlS, 
double chooks on Dircroft and vchiolo mQintonanco, ropla~ont ot abort t~o 
.""panont parts and tho Llultitudo of other it"". thot must bo .hocked ond 
double chockod when you oro about ready to ?ovo. JJ.l loooina: WaS acccnpllehC"l 

in tho pro.cribed t1mo frCElo and tho waiting tor odditional erder. be&nn. 
Ono doY, two days,· a voak aad thon tho ward to unload alll! praparo ter ~ed­
iato J:IOvcmant to YaIdma Washill/lton to S1Wpart tho I1rIUJ) 4th Infantry Divi.ion 
throughout thair yearly division man""var. Cerofully oach it ... va. lIPp:lCked 
allIl .tored.' )Ia .. ivo not.s takon to omphas1zo tho lessona learned and a.sist 
us should thO day arrive ter another DOVO. 

During tho tonura at Yak1tul Washington, tho unit rocoived a dolayed 
J.,J!Dy Train! ~ T"flt... In ord.or not to 1ntortoro or 1rJposo ~ roatrictiolla 
on tho D.:ln:':':1.'C:; :".~ i'Ot"(.l1~" tho m vas progra:tod over on olovon dO)" pCl"104. 
thpiros Soa:lOd. ;;c. be, I,)vo~;.~lhoro and anywhoro tostins tho wd t at OVOl")" 
poss1blo·or,~t"l:~it~ .. ~ J.1r raida infiltration., Sloke, gos attaoks, night 
noVa:lo:-~tl'J' S·'G1~,..~ty, opoJ'aho)'·:.l~. 018810n81 noth11'lS wac excludoD. Tho rosults 
wcra r.)~;urd1'::£ Dlld juaUfioa. tho lone hours and otf01·tS which oust bo put into 
a .. ~;· aiJ:r~,Q~c('. coobot maaioll t'l X"ooe1vo tho c.o:d.aw tDOlmt of training in a 
s1':.):.'t t".:d,:)!l :1' ~,~11Cto J~ .·":)O!-;' ,;£ 97.8 "as awoJt.od tho Wlit fer tho truly 
ou:;-:,t:ol;.t..:U;~ j.)~~ ',iw~ ':;'~.l~ .~W:''=i'.~. ';,:,1.';"3 o:r.o:rciso oril tOD~;. (Inclo"urt· Nr .. 3) 

:''7.l'''(J.iQ~ :17 ~j)=u ro~ll~..l to Fort I.ov1o an IG inopaction vas in ordor Dlld 
OJlQO agaill tho uni.t wont inte high SOar to oruco Q gocxl BhON1nge> Operational 
mss10IlD wore at no tL."1O Dllghtod or doloyod bocauso of tho oddltiollDl work 
crooted by tho nomal preporction for a biS inspact1on. Nisht flights, 
S1Wport nisaions and othora oontinuod on as 1lOmnJ.. Onco ascin tho spirit and 
osp1rit-do-corp ot tho unit <DOl'god and oach .oldi .... buckled down to tho 
tosk at hand. Onco J!8a1n, thooo effort. war. rowardod by a rating of Supcrior 
by tho Inapoctor Gonoral. (Inclosum Nr.4) 

Early tloVCDbOl' to_ tho offioer. aad non ot tho unit sterting to thillk 
about Thanksgiving aad Cbristnos loav... Littlo did thoY roalizo thot 
'l'bankss1ving vollld bo .pont on tho Pacific Ocoan and Christms would ba a 
.... rod D":",,,t or tva in South Viot"""" ortnlOd botvoon IlCintonanc. ~ Di.sions. 
lIbon tho tlea vont up om tho erdor to IlOVO "". rooaived, tho procod1D'08 wore 
old hat. InspoctioJls. chocks. ollotDOIlts etc •• vore noro or 1088 routine. 

:Ill tour dots. one huadrod porCOllt at all TO&E aircraft ........ flyablo fIZI4 
r.,.q to d&pert, .J.t 1000 houra, 6 Nov"",bot- 1961, twenty 5021'. dapalltod Qr~ 
nolA, - Lovis. IlashingtOll to>: stoaktcno Oalltornia, J.to 1900 hours. 8 
NoVU1bcr 19610 tvanty (20) llalloeptor. errivod att stoclc-. Oalitornia Id.tbout 
looidant. Thi. 1oo1ll4ed a' D1abt tUsht avo .. tho Siorra countaina, roacbing 
on altitll4. of lD,sOO teClt. . 

OIl 21 NovCDbor 19610 tho unit deperted tor 'd •• UncUon unknown' "board 
tho 11SNS CorDo Tvoaty-ono (21) day. later, crovas sothored to obsen.. thO 
BoIlnllllQ Boli.apters docked at Saigon, ViCltDaD. B_reds and h_red. ot 
pooplo SOsod with adDil'.tion at tho his holicopter. with U.S. A"'U' boldly 
wr1tton aoross tbo sida. As rapidly AB possible tho oaooQllS wore rmovad. 
OJ1S1no. prc-ollod aM tho crovds waited oxpoctontly a. the first hollcopter 
prepared for tlisht. !bako blow out ot tho exhaust QB tho angin. rocrad 
into action. Slowly tho blados started to turn, Jl>st ... ~ tastor until 
the pilot Deda all of his tlight check.. Than Id.th a povcr1'ul luroh, the 
fir.t Unl.ted st.t •• Al1:Jy Corso Bol1eopter to fly in .SOUth V1otnm, lifted ott 
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• the deck ot tho camor tEllS COllE and spod dOlm tho Mokong Rivor to the 
Saigon Intornational Airport. JJ>Othar rir.t for tho 57th Transportation 
C<Jlpany. On. by ono tho 11-21'. DOvoo noisiq ott tho carrior to thoir 
now hcno in Q strDll80 and uufwilinr lond. 

Tho 22nd ot Decoobor 1961 will bo loDll rru<JJborod by tho oon who sorvoo 
with this unit 011 thet cloy. Oporatit16 jointq with owbors ot tho 8th 
Transportation C<Jlpany (LiGht Helicopter) a training exorciso wes conductoo 
north of tho city of Scdgon. Everyono bOW' that this we Q roboc.rsol for tho 
rool thing that "". to follow. Thirty (30) 11-21 holicoptors loadOO to OIlX1oID 
capacity with crack Vlotna:aoso puatroopors raced ocross tho docilo count%)"­
side. Tako-otf, chock points, roloaoo points and tho lnndinc; orca woro hit 
with amct tWng indicating tho dogroo of profossional1w and training thot· 
thosc .. wo units possossed. Tho trcinins: exOrciSD we croplotod BUCCOSs1'ully 
in ovory dote!l aOO wo know that wo wora ready for tho -biG Dna·. 

At dawn on tho mrn1ng of 23 DOccnbor 1961, tho piloh OX<Dl1aod thoir 
n1rcrllft· with unusual thorouchoos.. Each itcn on tho pro-rlisht chock 
Ust was carof'ull¥ ecrutln1zod. S10ul tnnoously tho ViotDODoSO poratroopors 
quiotq and ordarq broko th""sclvos into chalk loads and as.wblod around tho 
hoUboptor thet ""0.8 to coko history tor thco. Slowly the tino pc.sscd. One 
hour, two, thon three. Tho piloh louchOO norvousq os intoll1l!OIlco pctient-
ly tried to sot Q 1'1% on tbe rediD thot we yoro otter. Tban the word OODO. 
Go I l/I.th the 57th TronsportaUon Cwpcny lood1ll/l into" 80011 pc/Jo in 
history, thirty (30) hol1coptoro foltlOd in ocholons r1(lht oDd loft, /3tlinill/l 
cpsod 08 they loft tho Saigon Airport behind. On t1co, ond on torgot, tho 
hoUcoptors tlorod for " loDdiDll into an oleost 1Dpossiblo zone. P.,.pondiculcr 
rovs of pineapple fioWs doop in oud and ""tor. U ovor pilot training end 
tochni'lUC pnid dividends, this was tho dey. Ihtlll oms firo broke out _iot" 
q and sevoral ot ths oircrllft were under firo Q8 they doportOO the ""00 to 
roturn tor Gdd1tlonal troops antl roinforcCllonta. J.ll tho oirCl'otts doported 
this oroa but on... As tho pilots lookOO heck thay oould BOO tho cloud of blook 
lIlOke and orango flono. rocchill/l tor tho sky aDd tboro VCB l1ttlo doubt a. 
to 1Ihnt hod llappccOO. Lnothor, but undosirocbln first tor tho 57th Trcnspono.. 
tion C<Jlpcny. Tho first sircroft to bo lo.t to insursont ccUv1ty while on 
an oporctiono.l Mssion. 

0.. tho 24th of Doc<llbcr 1961, SpacioUst lburth Oloss Coorso F. b7ott, 
w.s roportOO kidnaPed by tho insur~""t Viot COIl/l. Tho 57th Transportation 
CIDpcny and tho 8th Tranoportation CIDPCny wore jOintq alorted to propero 
to tlD.sa Q large nlllbor of troops QS soon 0.8 tho location of this lII::1or1con 
aoldiQl" ws dotominod. Frantic propnrotions woro Dado to continuo IlOk1ne 
ready tho 11-21'. tor this oost hlportont mssion. On 2 January 1962. tho 
wrd vus rocoivocl and for tho first tmo, Q larco n\llbor ot troops woro dolivoX"-. 
00 into an othorwis. uImcco.sablo oro", Ono thousand end thirty six (1,036) 
troops woro flown into Q holD in tho Junc1o. This lond1nc ZOllO WDS no DOra 
than 300 ynrd. by 150 ynrds. Tilo (ll'Ound was soft aDd tho zooo VCB further 
confined by isolotod troo. and brush (ll'Owi11ll ot ronda:J. Toll, toworina junglo 
troc. ridaOO tho orca and tbo Viot Go11ll roacOO ot 11111 throuchout this donso 
foliaged orca. l11thout incidont, this I:dssion YOB portomed to tho ctlOzaJOnt 
of tbe VlotntT.'..Oso stotf and ctt.oo.ooors who wora nov c;rospinc tho Jnportanco of 
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. holicoptors in their oporntlona ond tho ocnploto froodco. aDd floxibility 
it would give thfXJ. 1D futuro.c.ctions. 

A aDO tlno priority of troin1l1(l bocaco 0\11' goal. IIeUcopters depart.d 
regulcr4' to train ths Infant=" on ths III1nimID procedures he must grasp 
prior to being sent on "" "".ault mis.ioo. In three months, the 57th TrllJls­
port<ticn Ccrape.JlT adequate4' t ... inod 26, 364 ... n. We nOlf """ the nexl.biUty 
to move anywhere in tho Hskeng Delta Araa nnd displace trained troops. At 
first awed by tho helicopters, the Vietnamese soldi.r soon c ..... to look for­
ward to an csssult by the heUcopter. Slow4', the local cClllllleJlllers hegan to 
employ the h.l1coptars more and more in 1 ••• st.reotyped missi_. New ideas 
""'" sought and in overy case the pilots of ths 57th Transportaticn CCIIlpony 
ccrr1ed than out to the letter. An entire new can~.pt in th1nk1ng .nd me.nuever 
cSs1Mt the l.ftsurgent torce. IIIIlde the heUcopter tho mao t de.ired tool in 
ths1r inventory. '1'ho ratio of IlIOn empl.eyed, to Viet Ccng de.treyod, ~le.r4' 
d_trated tho .oundness of helicopter vsrticle envelopoment. 

With the arrival of the United States IIar1ns Squadron came an BVBn great­
er lift capsb1llty. Instand of t1ft.en choppers, we could nOlf empley thirty 
or moro. Th. men of the 57th Transportation CanpBD7 e~ger4' greeted. the 
llarl.ne. and passed. on to them the experience that we """ gc1nod dur~ tho 
_ assault minions we had nam. On 22 April 1962, anothor first ...... 
recorded far the 57th "Transportation Canpony. A IIIC8sivs mission of thirty (30) 
heUcopters, Utt1ng l,lor. troops, nOlfD joint4' by United State. I!srin ••• nd 
lbl.ted Stata. ~ Helicopt.r pilots descended upon a Uttle Imown • .rea in an 
effort to ouppress those who wish to. overthrow the g"" ....... nt. With min1lIIum 
plsnn1zw and 1101son, the mssion was pertonood in tr'11n1ng-filJD style. Each 
unit moving dirsctl,T to the appointed place at tho appalnted tim with spUt 
seccn:l timing. 

On tho 19th of July 1962, a triple threat was passed cgs1nst the Viet 
Congo On this day, ror the first t1los, forty (40) helicopters deposited 
their troops in an area south west or Ben Cat.. These choppers were fiown by 
the 57th Tr3llBportation Ccmpan;y, Unitad Stat.s IIar1nss, 2nd Vi.tnamese Air 
Force pilots. Four hundred. and .ighty (480) soldiers were ..... s.d adjacent to 
a suspected Viet Cong otroog point. Landed in noeded rice p"ddies with mud 
and water up to the waist Rnd chests or the delx...rk:lng ~n. A feat deemed 
impossible ju.t " ff1lt short months ngo. 

As of the 24th of July 1962 this unit ha. rlown 4,583 hours in support 
ot the VietnP...mese forces. A grfl-nd toW of 133,,464 ton miles of cargo bav", 
been flown to lI.ssist this nr.tion in its struggle for independence and 1'reedr:1& 
fran tho Vist Congo 51,358 troops have been transported by helicopter to 
insure the eventual defeat ot the insurgents. 

F~ "" much as eight hundred ond tifty (8$0) hours s month we 
. heve clscr4' sham tlL·t h.licopters heve csrvod tor thomselv •• a Dotch 

in hietOl7 end have aded a new dimensicn to lJodern warfare. 

Tho aye. of the world beve Cll1'8f'11lly tcllawod tho progress ot this 
unit. With trus detel1!linction, out.tand~ Espirit-deoCorp end ·.honest 
dodicpUon we heve Uved in contempt to the densers that surround ua and 
porto ..... d each and every mission to the best ot our ability. 

'lnyim-, VJ~~4t.P.J-
IIILTOO P. CHl'lINE 
Major, TC 
C~ 



the Army. to step forward to make 
the award for the "Army Aviator of 
the Year." (Applause). 

REMI\HKS OF THE HONOHABLE 
STEPHEN AILES, UNDER SEC HE­
TAllY OF THE AHMY: 

"Ladies and gentlemen. as you 
all know, in South Vietnam these 
days traditions of Army aviation 
are being made on a daily basis -
traditions that will bolster Army 
aviation for years to come. 

Army Aviators over there are 
risking their lives in a grim and 
difficult and dirty war. 1 think it is 
particularly fitting that the recipient 
of the Award of "Army Aviator of 
the Year" be a man who is being 
honored for his achievement in that 
theater. I would like to ask Captain 
Emmett F. Knight to come forward, 
please." (Applause). 

REMARKS OF JIII,IES N. DAVIS, 
PIlESIDENT OF THE AAAi\: 

"Captain Emmett F. Knight has 
been selected as "Army Aviator of 
Ute Year" for 1962-1963 for his out-

THE ARMY VICE CHIEF OF STAFF, 
GENERAL BARKSDALE HAMLETT, IS 
SHOWN WITH CAPTAIN EMMETT F. 
KNIGHT FOLLOWING THE LATTER'S 
RECEIPT OF THE 1962-1963 "ARMY 
AVIATOR OF THE YEAR AWARD." 
CITED FOR HIS MANY ACHiEVEMENTS 
WHILE SERVING IN VIETNAM, THE 
AWAHDEE IS CURHENTLYSERVINGAS 
A STUDENT AT USATSCH. (USA PHOTO) 

standing performance as Operations 
Officer of the 57th Aviation Company. 

Captain Knight's development of 
new and imaginative techniques for 
the employment of rotary-wing air­
craft in the assault role contributed 
greatly to the success of helicopter 
operations in Vietnam." (Applause). 

HEMAHKS O~' CAPTAIN EMMETT 
F. KNIGHT, U.S. AIlMY TRANS­
POIlTATiON SCHOOL, FT. EUSTIS, 
VIHGlNIA: 

IISecretary Ailes asked me just a 
minute ago if I wanted to say any­
thing, and I told him I wouldn't feel 
right if I couldn't layoff some oIthe 
blame for this on somebody else, so 
thank you all very much. 

I am indebted to all of you mem-
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bers of the Quad-A for this honor, 
but my gratitude really remains 
largely for the officers and men of 
the 57th Transportation Company 
with whom I had the honor to serve 
in South Vietnam. 

An Operations Officer, as most of 
you are aware, could real easily be 
compared to a funnel. He primarily 
acts as an agency through which the 
individual talents and energies of 
the members of the helicopter com­
pany can be directed into action. 

ACKNOWLEDGMENT 

I would particularly like to thank 
two groups within that organization. 
First, the maintenance and enlisted 
flight personnel. No unit can operate 
successfully without the outstanding 
quality which many of us in Army 
aviation have come to accept as 
routine. We had the finest. 

Secondly, the people I dealt most 
directly with over there - the war­
rant officer pilots. These are the 
individuals within the Transportation 
Light Helicopter Company who flew 
the missions. Many of the warrant 
officers in the 57th logged well over 
300 hours of combat support time. 
They were guaranteed a flight nearly 
every day for the eleven months we 
were in operation Utere. They per­
formed these missions - I don't 
need to tell you - in an outs tanding 
fashion. 

The 57th deployed to South Viet­
nam in November of 1961 as a unit. 
It was a fine company, and 1 can 
only accept this Award with the full 
knowledge that each of the individuals 
in that company can claim ownership 
to a large part of it. Thank you very 
much. tl (Applause). 

REMARKS OF JAMES N. DAVIS, 
PRESIDENT OF THE AAAA: 

"The next award is the Hughes 
Annual Award to the "Outstanding 
Aviation Unit." I would like to ask 
the Vice Chief of Staff of the U.S. 
Army, General Barksdale Hamlett, 
to come forward and present this 
award." (Applause). 

REMARKS OF GENERAL BARKS­
DALE HAMLETT, VICE CHIEF O~' 
STAFF, U.S. ARMY: 

"Mr. Davis, Honored Guests, la­
dies and gentlemen. The Hughes 
Award for the "Outstanding Army 
Aviation Unit" was established in 
1960 by the Hughes Tool Company _ 
Aircraft Division. 

The basis for selection is the 
extent to which that unit, and I quote, 
'made outstanding contributions to 
or innovations in the employment of 
Army aviation on and beyond the 
normal mission aSSigned. I 

PREVIOUS WINNERS 

There have been three previous 
reCipients of this Award: in 1960, 
the 1st Reconnaissance Squadron, 
Fort Carson, Colorado; in 1961, the 
937th Engineer Company (Avn), U.S. 
Army, Caribbean; in 1962, the 45th 
Transportation Battalion, of U.S. 
Army. Pacific (Vietnam). 

This year, the Hughes Award is 
being given to the Utility Tactical 
Transport Company, U.S. Army, Pa­
cific (Vietnam). This title really 
might be called a 'cover' because 
this is an armed helicopter escort 
and assault company. (Applause). 

With us today we have the officer 
who served as Commanding Officer 
during the greater part of the period 
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THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
TO ALL WHO SHALL SEE THESE PRESENTS, GREETING: 

THIS IS TO CERTIFY THAT 
THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

AIn'HORIZED BY EXECllTIVE ORDER. MAY II. 19411 
'lIAS AWARDED 

THE AIR MEDAL 
TO 

, FOR 
, ,MERITORIOUS ACHIEVDoIENT . 

WHILE PARTICIPATING IN AEIUAt: FUOH" t_.,.._.,_ltM 
:;onu WDER MY HAND IN "HE CITY OP WAIJIIlNcrtoN 

THI8 UrI bAY OF UID. .c:.'~." , :._' ~_ 
--d,.....;~r~. ~~,;!J,.!,~,., ... ' _ _ v. _ r. CIIIla 

Id ......... . - .. ..... 
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DRANSPORTATION [lOMPANY 

'APO 143 
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 

_r_~_. _ 
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Old 077 stili wearsa57th patch and is displayed atthe U.S. Army 
Transportation Museum. Fort Eustis, VA. 
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by Colone. Emmett F. Knight 

Cancel ...... to tIII • .....J n.t filii, NCOfInlzed. to form." o"""yln. ~.t 
SoldIers: .,. ... Ie, ...... .".".. and ..... _mI .oIe. "ylng above the ... t. 
.... "' ... an 0 • ."",.1". ... m 010,." the ... of air IIItd .,..""d C............,.. carrt.d aloft, r""'''. with Ute ...... .,.""",.. to ",. ..... 

• .,... forty ....,.. ago to. fractious Army" ___ of fII"OII'Id and Air CO11M' 

W""'" In NorfIIAtrb. tt.1y IIItd I'rartee to."'" of IIInU'hIwIfIe .,.,... 

In ... _.nd In O."",."y • • 11 t ... """ In Army c""'" all ... 
eoncernad' with haw hst t. "",., .... ....",y; ..... were ...... nt ...... 

Anny"'''.tIon. ,...,.,.., wItIIltIdden all • .".. of ~ ami *'" 
WIfII,.".,.""""""'" _ ".'s ........ ..""", c ..... ."".. 
LItr",..""...".", .... "..",,,,,,.. Itut "'ItII .... p4 tIIaIeft.t the ..... 
Fly"", fa6rfc co""'" -0,.. .... .".,.., •• U .... ..." PIper eu.. 

'n 1fH"H,...,.. the "".,. la over; lIN .,.. to"'" 1fMm'" of coura 
8. "..vldorlo ... """ ... ,..orfltllb ..... uree • ..,...".. to.ranre u..torce. 
n ...... Corps stili "-!III •• " Into ",."",.. II,.."", perIrM ...... c •• ...." 'or Ute Arm,."...,.., .... ",,,,.. COIM. true; tIN hllt:optw ,.lntroducH. 

...... .. .ad hhoIlI, tIIIs,._ PM'''''' Is once""'" lIII'Irat over the tRy 
lie .. COIIUPb: of .ertlcallIff anti troop"""""" IrIMP the ....... ,. at .,.. 
IIot.ry.""" tor ..... ac,. Oon.mt' pro"'" 011'" nIfIPfI K.,...,. fIt'OfIIHI --..,.,. .. _,------'"-.,.... ........ ...,.,...,."".,...u.COIIIU ...... wItIt ..... riMc • .., ...... 

"."".. voIfI file All' Force can't, ",. NIIy""""'" .... .. ",.".". ... ,...."." traIIII"". pt'OCtfI"8fII"" .,." ,.",atIca 
Hollcope.r ,,&D ,.. .. • tt, IIuc1r.,. • .,.,...,."."""" •• brtI.tIca. 

".., ~ •• aIHIc.'VO find win. CfWtt .... .,. ........ .,..,....." 
A" .. ,.",..,,,.,.,.,A,.,..,.~t.,,..,..fIt;.vIafIoII.,,,,,. .... .,.,.,,,.t'OIIINI. 
",.,..."" hllcopters .,.. ., ... Ioped for Irrcreand .."",.,., ., the troopa 

In CONUS.nd «ore. ami £urope thI.,ad,. b""n""'" to nm 1ft",.. .... 

Growl,.., •• ,. IHIfUro .. oIfIcam.nk.rou.,..cIp. compri .. ""1'0,",0''''' " .. , 
With"""". ami shtew .nd bcNN alfrvctcu-.'n place. "",.."wIy ..""" ..... t. 
Then • .... /orclul"".-lfurbInepowartormusclehfll". to""".".,,,, 'ourfHn 
""."".. new IIor12Olla 0' MY c.".hy;.,nnobIIIty Is no '."".r/uat. dre.m. 

A' ... twentywlth"rcntft turn",-oba",n •• lloth.r.,., .•• MPlay It ".'''' Sa ... " 
ou,. wlUl". erews wUI be sorel,. te.ted' In ,"./.".",. 0' Vlebtam. 
SOOll Shawn .... ndMo/." ••• '". wa,. IfOlroquol • .,..,Cllhlook •••• tIM" damn 
n.. c.rt6ou • .,...t to .. Air 'ora I"that old roIe •• mI m/.sIon • • c.m. 

H.lIcopters amHHItor comIIat soon hlp '0 duU 1fII. pal" and by ... hn#Ity-n". 
A mlIe.,one passed • • " ... , pita •• achIe".d • • n .irmoblle dI""'OII/ • • ".,. • 
A llanlened .. lferanth .... .,lthchoppera ,. .... pantOllu.. VIetn.m co",b'.ceINI 

Army Arlafloll he ...... """"y ,,'sIb" 011 tIM h ..... tron' TV acrNII • 

SUU """fllle at ... thirty. ,.outhful vlpr .nd po.,.,. IIOW tully .... ,.".. 
A ",...,., warrior .tandI". taU.,.., shieh', hla ma.sI .... "..".". secure. 
M.uIed 6y u..."., IIIcreasln./n,."alty 0' that."",."..,., ,.,..." war. 
H. face • .tMNrt to quit the ".", .,Ith • chatIrfn ... .,.,. ."".,." .. ,.,... 

.0 ......... "" ... acarnd'.proud,"'dln"""o' ... at""'~ratIoII 
"., .mdoua to,..IH""'"""", betore the ...... , crlsi. to facti tIN ... tIoII. 
But "'story,..,...,. .... .".fter.U oUr w ..... rIM • .,..,...,.. ""UI be..-In 
To comp." tor SfIfIrhIlly ,..aIfrIcted resourc •• • mId",. annul that ""ows pain. 

Army AvlatlOII, comNf pro".,. to ... ,.. '"" with tIM "'.aI.". that mIddI .... ",."",. 

".,.yalrcnlttan oIfIa"""""""prs,.nd them dr.w"", • ..,..,. don't ............ . 
,....11 • ..,.,.. U". .,.tchetI.mI Uatenad; w/rn.aed OIH succ.ss ",.lrrnoblllty 
~H""_H_"' __ .. __ ,., ___ . 
TIt".".."",. ami ,"""",-7 No. that ... ifill. one caIt't acItIe".-TIme mo,," 011 
Amlnow .. ,..,. • ...,..,.o,,.......aIIfI.....,.,....,,..tn.,.,,.nlc ......... 

'I'h""""''''''''' ....... wltlt predIc""" a""""'" at ... acnIerathre pace 
Ami .. In Antty A".fIon .... part 0'. frelIzIed techno,..,. Nee • 

..,."."",.,.,IIN .. .,thetunnal .......... .....,..",..tlJatbrom,.",.t".w7 
,.".,../ ...... ..".,..tIoIto'''ylne .... chIne • .." •• ..,.aotuaII,.".."",. ,..,. 
"'.BIack H.""" ... ,...",...".,.,or affIIUta,.. wIH be. re/u".,..W medltnn too 
Apachd .... ,u..llHlClfJoll,wIIhoIItllNkouts"., .. 6utwlthAH'P",IIa .. 

But".... fair •• looIr.t tfJ. n.",...,...nd co...".,.. Uta production ~ta Postscript 
"'Ink • ".".",. about hellcopw ."..,...". ami ItO. Ie," _leal.,.. 
Army A"latlon.t ... torty. ,.. .. lutely mal"ChN: tow.'" H. 'ata 
Pre •• Oft, old warrior. forw.rd ... t .. .,...,,.. th.t we"" not too late. 

I'll bet you didn't know that there was a 
"poet" in the 57th, but this piece of 
doggerel somehow emerged and was 
printed as the centerfold for the 40th 
birthday issue of the Aviation Digest 
and it kind of brings us up to date. Now 
five years later, we could add 8 stanza 
about V-22 tiltrotors and the next 
generation Ught Helicopter Experi­
mental (LHX). 
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The reunion gathers force with a 
meeting of these old timers at Ft. 
Rucker in the summer of '85. As Jim 
Tarrant said when he sent the pictures, 
"Intelligence: being able to identify 
individuals in enclosed pictures," 



• • • • 

The Team 

The latest H-21 to perch on the ramp at Boeing Verlal Company is 
one bearing tail number 54140. It is being restored there by 
volunteers with a sincere affection for the old Shawnee, and will 
subsequently be exhibited at the U.S. Navy Sea-Air-Space 
Museum aboard the retired aircraft carrier "Intrepid." The 
Intrepid is moored at pier 86 in New York City. 

In actuality. 54140 has been made up from many hulks and parts 
by the volunteer group. Chief among them is Jack Fetsko. a 
former Vertol service and marketing representative. Other former 
employees and retirees involved are: 

Jack Carey 
Walt Davis 
Jacques Gordon 
Ronald Hamp 
Jack Hawk 
Jim Imbesi 

Bitt Kay 
Herb Kendall 
Ed McKee 
Chuck Miller 
John Murphy 
Dan Oristagtio 

Volunteers among employees currently working for Boeing 
Vertol are: 

Tom Albertson 
Ray Sebak 
Brian Bouti I ier 
John D. Fetsko 
Larry Kovatch 
Hugh Prestileo 

Bill Ripley 
Keith Rockcastle 
Bob Samson 
Dick Schaffer 
John Watson 

Back Row - Left to Right Brian Woodcock, John Slattery. Brain Boutilier, Ray Sebak, John Watson, Tom Jenkins, 
Bob Cicconi, Chuck Miller, Ed McKee, Bob Swanson, Herb Kendall. Ron Hamp, Hugh 
Mulvey, Bob Brubaker. 

Front Row - Left to Right - Bill Ripley, Keith Rockcastle, Walt Davis, Bill Kay, Jack Hawk, Jacques Gordon, Tom 
Albertson, Jack Carey, Jack Fetsko. John Fetsko. Larry Kovatch. 

Not Pictured - John Murphy, Jim Imbesi, Don Oristaglio, Hugh Prestileo, Dick Schaffer 
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Please excuse the holes, omIssions and the mistakes in this story of 
the 57th. It is based on records which have been decimated by 
everything from chewing puppies and government issue termites to 
decades of change of stations and lack of absolute recall... memory is 
the second thing to go, you know. 

It is necessarily incomplete because it is pretty much Umited to the time 
that I was with the unit. However, you will note that it is loosely bound 
so if you've got something to punch aU those Uttle hoies with, you can 
add your own coilections to it. 

Also, please hold Frank Piasecki and my current outfit, the Boeing Vertol 
Company, blameless for this scrapbook. If you think it is a worthwhIle 
endeavor, in fact, they deserve our thanks for they helped with the 
beginning and the end - the history of the CH-21 , the helicopter stuff and 
the restoration of the old Shawnee now underway in Philadelphia. And 
they laid it ail up and printed it gratis. 

~t~"~ff ~'::ett F. Knight 

88 




