THE FAc ] F The USNS Core docked here, in the
"y 1 Saigon River at the foot of Tudo Street,

ALY — on 11 Dec 61, 20 some days out of San

" S Francisco, about a day and a half of

’ which was spent orbiting around the
o ‘ South China Sea while we waited for
diplomatic clearance to steam up the
river and enter South Vietnam.

SAIGON - The Paris of the Orient

Two hundred years ago Saigon was a fishermen’s village on the banks of the
,,jf River ot Saigon. Today its broad boulevards and handsome buildings make it
#?3 one ot the world's most attractive cities.
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Qur vehicles werse not yet licensed and
we were ordered into civilian clothes
while downtown. They said to travel in
at least pairs and no more than fours.
The PRC-10told us when to go and we
put on fatigues, strapped on pistols
and took “blue and whites” to war.

45

THE REX AND
TAN SON NHUT

They said we could sleep in our helicop-
ters, but the C.O. felt different about
that and we moved into the brand new
Rex Hotel. Designed for “MAAG offi-
cers” theytold us ... itwas a shellwhen
we occupied the territory against their
wishes ... no electricity, no elevators,
no water, no kitchen, not much but
rooms. Still with field ranges, blister
bags, army cots and a PRC-10 radio,
we made out o.k. for a while.

The Rex didn't last long! The canvas,
and most of the other gear, had been
shipped separately and when it arrived
we moved to this — ... tent city at Tan

Son Nhut.




Who can forget the solid mahogany
and creosote seats behind those bam-
boo screens. The cold water showers
weran't bad but the opportunity to ride
a procelain pony at 8 MAAG BQ was
worth the trip.

A few piasters for bamboo, foam rub-
ber, and mosquito nets fixed the place
right up — just like home!
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The 57th Officers Club at Tent City
sported bamboo and plastic beneath a
borrowed ARVN Airborre Brigade para-
chute ... and "captured” Viet Cong
flags. The first time over the ground
nothing but Viet Cong flags flew in the
breeze and nobody was shooting ... the
second trip, no flags and some shoot-
ing ... a third trip, Vietnamese flags
would be everywhere and everybody
was shooting.

1

ABC shares a nearly empty converted
hangar with a few others in our first
mess hall at Tan Son Nhut. CWQO Al
Causseaux and the rest of us watched
discontented VNAF pilots bomb Presi-
dent DBiem's palace from here early in
1962,
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A joint planning session for the first
1 ST MISSION U.5. Army heliborne assault in Viet-
nam. Maj. Bob Dillard, CO, and Gpt.
Emmett Knight, OPS O, work with the
Vietnamese Airborne Brigade and ad-
visors to sel up the mission.

The first combat assault in Vietnam
was conducted in pineapple fields
about 10 miles east of Saigon and just
south of the village of Duc Hoa. The
diagrams make it look deceptively
easy, but we lost one there.

OM SAIGON

RELEASE
POINT

.
BLOCKING
RIVER
FORGE

VIETNAM

No guns mounted yet but the bald
headed fella in that picture of the
planning session got dumped on the
ramp by a rescue crew and announced
to the press that “It was just tike WW Il
ocutthere.” Notso, butwe all had to call
home and explain to the wives how it
reatly was after Time magazine pub-
lished the story.
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M as, those we flew into on 23 December .
1961. The spread between the bottom ¥
of those rows and the top was just - - --
¢ about the same width as the landing = 7~
_ gear spread on a CH-21C.
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Mest Mr. ARVN Soldier ... we carried
him outtoengage what was saidtobe a
headquarters operating a ciandestine
radio, protected by at least a Viet Cong
rifle company.
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From Vertiflite
May-June 1987

The UH-1B “Hog" of the Utility Tactical Transport
Company (UTT), fall, 1962.

and assign officers to aviation develop-
ment and procurement activities.

This was a major improvement, and
the first program to capitalize on the
new authority was the Light Observa-
tion Helicopter (LOH) development.
The requirement was for a lightweight,
reliable, easily maintainable, readily
transportable LOH, capable of perform-
ing visual observation, target acquisi-
tion, reconnaissance, and command and
control missions. The USN initiated a
design competition based on this re-
quirement on October 14, 1960, and a
joint Army/Navy evaluation was con-
ducted. The three designs selected for
prototype testing were the Bell OH-4A,
the Hiller OH-5A and the Hughes
COH-6A. On July 15, 1961, the chief of
transportation assumed full responsibili-
ty for the LOH procurement action and
five prototype aircraft were ordered
from each manufacturer in November
1961. These helicopters were then
evaluated by the Army against the Ar
my's stated materiel requirement. A
result of this “fly off,” the OH-54
OH-6A were selected for furthe

ented and moving toward proper prh
aration for war at the time, it wa
disrupted by events in 1961 and 1962
which ranged from another Berlin crisis
to the Cuban missile confrontation with
Russia, as well as the dispatch of a few
helicopter companies to a small distur-
bance area in Southeast Asia. Nobody's

andmtaﬁnﬂmfoﬂthmcch/VrrmICH-ZIShwnnmlhﬁriydqwofthm
war; mﬁdmmhmlylmofpmmm!mrk

dould erupt in Vietnam dunng
few years.

The War Years and Armed Helicopters

The 57th Transportation Company
(Lt Hel}{CH-21) from Fort Lewis,
Wash., and a sister company, the 8th
from Fort Bragg, N.C. were deployed to
Vietnam in November 1961. They arriv-
ed in Saigon on December 11, and the
57th conducted its first mission 10 days
later. The first Army heliborne assault
in Vietnam was conducted, with 30
helicopters form both companies par-
ticipating, on December 23, 1961, thus
opening the Vietnam chapter in the
history of Army Aviation.

lt would be impossible to ful

AR #fh conflict in
this paper, for it would involve a major
portion of the history of the Army itself
— as aviation became a driving central

element to all that occurred there. Need-
less to say, the careful planning com-
pleted by the Rodgers Board for expan-
sion of Army Aviation was dramatical-
accelerated. The new turbine-pow-
&ed wonders supplanted the tired old
eXips, and research and development
continued toward the second-generation

he UH-1 IROQUOIS, AH-1 CO-
A, OH-6 CAYUSE, OH-58 KIOWA,
-47 CHINOOK and CH-54 TARHE
provided a degree of mobility and
responsive firepower which dramatical-
ly expanded the capability of ground
forces to engage and destroy the enemy.
Army helicopters not only delivered
ground forces in airmobile assaults but
also provided a major portion of the in-
telligence necessary to properly deploy
units, and then sustained them with

-
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From Vertiflite May-June 1987

close-in fire support, logistics support,
medical evacuation and airborne com-
mand and control. Vietnam became
known in the public mind as the
helicopter war,

Helicopters, however, were not gen-
erally viewed as fighting vehicles at the
beginning of the Vietnam war. The em-
phasis had been on improved mobility
in support of the ground forces, but in
the face of an ever-expanding conflict
the need for armament became immed-
jately apparent. Transpert helicopters
were armed and provided with armed
helicopter escort. The Air Cavalry con-
cept demanded an armed helicopter to
realize its potential and development of
such a capability began in earnest.

The story of the armed helicopter
must be a separate subject in any saga
of Army Aviation, for the development
of this capability marked a fundamen-
tal change in the direction 2nd purpose
of the Army Aviation program. As orig-
inally conceived, Army Aviation was
restricted to the performance of those
traditional missions associated with ex-
tending the ability of ground forces to
move, shoot and communicate. Al-
though these missions remain as basic
requirements, the arming of helicopters
has engendered totally new concepts in
organization and doctrine for the entire
Ammy.

Helicopter armament had begun to be
seriously studied in the summer of 1955
when the concept of Sky Cavalry was
introduced into Army exercises and the
ongoing informal experiments at Fort
Rucker received the Department of the
Army’s blessing. Testing was conducted
over the next several years on a variety
of weapons ranging from light caliber
machine guns to rockets and missiles. In
addition to “Sky Cav” experiments,
armed helicopters were conceptually
evaluated with some testing as “gun
platforms” for use in the close fire sup-
port role, and the emerging concept of
large-scale airmobility began to take
substantive shape. This evolution was
still in process at the beginning of the
Vietnam war, : rmy

were not equipped with arma-
, it did not take long for units there
recognize the need for some kind of
protective firepower, and this is a “war
story” worth retelling.

A field expedient solution was applied
to the CH-21C SHAWNEE which con-
sisted of an MI1918A1 .30-caliber
machine gun mounted in the forward

T
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The AH-1 Cobra series arrived in Vietnam, just in time to assist in blunting the enemy Tet offensive

in 1968.

cargo door. The crew chief, stationed at
the rear carge door, was armed with a
hand-held automatic weapon. Although
crude, this system did provide some
firepower protection at the landing
zone, Like most improvisations, this one
went through a few changes before a
satisfactory configuration was estab-
lished. The basic installation was fabri-
cated by removing the pintle from a tri-
angular ground mount and welding it to
an iron bar which was then secured to
the door frames. The same arrangement
was initially used in both fore and aft
doors with a bungee cord tied to the bar
at the aft door so that the machine gun
could be swung inboard, out of the way
for troop exit, It seemed like a good idea
at the time, but it sure didn’t work out
in practice. When that aft gun was
swung inboard it was difficult to get the
troops to leave the aircraft, or do
anything else for that matter, because
the business end was then peinted
straight up the troop compartment.
Besides, if the troops did manage to
overcome their fear and sidle past that
ominous barrel, it became an obvious
concern to the pilot and copilot that
they were sitting at the wrong end of a
shooting gallery. There would be a
serious problem in the cockpit should
there be any little nervous mistake on
the part of the crew chief. Change one
was instituted immediately and the crew
chief was given a light ' automatic
weapon instead.

Ammunition feed to the forward
machine gun was another problem.
With the belt feeding directly from an
ammo box on the floor, stoppages were
commen, The only immediate practical
solution was to mount the ammo box
directly on top of the gun to ensure
smooth, untwisted entry of the rounds
into the breach. That part worked fine
but, of course, the solution brought its
own set of problems, the main one be-
ing that the gunner then had to peer over
the box and aim by pointing the weapon
parallel to his line-of-sight about a foot
above the barrel, There were no aerial
trigger components available in Vietnam
either, so with the pistol grip in one
hand and the ammo box in the other,
successful gunnery was largely a matter
of practiced guesswork. Even with these
briefly stated drawbacks (there were
many others}, this field expedient did the
job until some relief was provided by the
arrival of the Utility Tactical Transport
Company (UTT) with its armed UH-1Bs
in the fall of 1962,

The UH-1B {nicknamed the “Hog")
armed with guns and rockets was a
result of those early experiments at F
Rucker, of lessons learned in Viet

icopter escort,
for preassault fire at landing zones, and
for close-in protective fire during air-
mobile operations. Soon this responsive,
integrated firepower was expanded in-




. Perhaps a Bilerley’s on the street.
Ve a3

TV,
< iiisiii'iél’l‘i
Quickly erected, just outside of the
gate of course, and it said, "Last
Chance” on the other side. But Saigon
was a short Lambreta scooter and
“blue and white" away when the flying
was done and the next day's mission
had been briefed.

The PTT, where one placed an cverseas
telephone call, had to be early in the e
ing due to i diff . o 3 . ] " T ; )
e -".ne zpne g C . . The Caravelle, from whence the news-
paper pecple watched the war.

R iA
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The Street of Flowers where a hand
grenade blew off the front end of a
favorite bar.

- -

The old Rue Catinat, renamed Tudo
(freedom) after the French deparied,
was central Saigon ... now Ho Chi Minh
City ...

The sidewalk soup kitchen ... where
they clicked the hotlow sticks when the
soup was hot.




OPERATIONS

Meanwhile, practice makes perfect and -
M/Sgt Al Chang caught this flight, !
stacked in echelon right, on the way

down the Mekong Delta to pick up a
load of troops.

Maj. Milt Cherne takes over! This tough
looking, cigar-smoking warrior picture
made such a hit in the Pentagon that it
was displayed on the walis of the "E"
ring for several years.

CWO Bobby Bruce and U.S. Lampkin start out on another day's
mission. We flew 6 per day in pairs to support the ARVN Il Corps area,
except fortwo or three times a week, then we took everything that would
fly for combat assault with the Airborne Brigade, the 7th, 9th, 21st
Divisions, or the ARVN Rangers.

The old french hangars were commodi-
ous and when maintenance worked
night and day, they could easily sup-
port the pace of operations.
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Density altitude forced early decisions
on removal of excess equipment to
reduce weight ... the seats went next,

S » 4 ' !
We hung .30 cals when it became t
apparent that someone down there
had not heard our “rules of engage-
ment.” Platoon Sergeant Shultzchecks
it out.

A main occupation early on, to familiar-
ize ARVN troops with the rudimentaries
... like how to get on and off a CH-21C.
Here our expert for the day, CWO Dick
Parsens, works with an interpreter to
educate the troops.

We tried it on the back door, too, but it
was right uncomfortable when the bar
was swung back to let the troops off —
so0 the crew chief held a submachine
gun instead and both gunner and chief
kept a watchful aye.
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Surprise worked fairty well at first but
soon cover was provided by VNAF
T-28s — or they were USAF driven
when we weara lucky. An occasional
AT-6or B-25 might show up ... later the
AE-1 appeared on the scene and that
could be somewhat awesome.

Gunners half load — butputaroundin
the chamber only by order. The free to
fire order usually was given as the
assault landing began.




We are out in about 30 seconds per
ship if all goes well.

We had to take pictures to prove to the
MAAG that we were being shot at ...



A typical mission would start with brief-
ings at home station and “chalk one
rolling” at “0 dawn hundred.”
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We used a normal flight altitude en-
route for pickup ... but with troops
aboard we were usually at contour,

/7



MISSION BREAK

Brief and debrief ... these photos were
shot around mid year 1961. Maj
Cherne, CQ, flanked by signal de-
tachment Cmdr Cpt Ray Houtand 5Tth
XC Bob Webb, talk with pilots from left
to right around the circle — Frost,
Potts, Wilson, W. J. Williams, Eakins,
Gitford. These are the faces you can
see.

Another angle shows B. J. Williams,
Beachnau, Nelson, Smith, Ziegler and -
Sabey. Is that right?

Chow call on another mission ... the
heavyweights in front. CWOs Ken
Donley and Charley Larkin, Cpts T. C.
Westand Dick Bastion. Others thatcan
be recognized are Youngblood, Smith,
Knight, Gifford — but not sure about
Smith and that could be Lt Magee on
the right flank.

59




THE PRS
"Copter Duiy
In Viet Nam
Is Extended

THE TWO OFFICIALS, who
will lesve Sundsy and returh
Tuesday, will be accompa.
nied by Gen. Lyman L. Lem-
nitzer, chalrman of the Joint
Chiets of Stafl; Paul A. Nitze.
assistant secretary of defense
for international security af-

Confident: |

Long War,
Viet Cong
Defeat Seen ;

Mew York Times
Hews Service

Brig. Gen. Wiltlam B LOOLM W. BROWNE -

fairs, #nd Brig. Gen. Wilila ¥ MAL M W
£AIGCON. South Viel ham # B

B. Rosson, recently appointed| Fours o dwty in Snuth Viet,

1o sssist in specisl planning 3 Nam for certnin U.S Army per-
for anti-guerilla warfare. smnel serving In helionpter unils
Gen. Paul D. Harkins, R:'Jn'u hb:c:-"tr:.;grd’;t:d fr;m“r“muu
named Jast week 1t h the
new U.S. miliary assistance
command In Viet Nam, and
Amhassador Frederick E.
Nolting Jr, will fly from Sa
gon 1o take part in the discus|
slons st the headguarters of pilats Lhomeelves,
Adm. Harry D. Felt, the Pa- “The infarmnant emphasized that
cific Commander, nlku‘hc"fdtlﬂ.m ‘:INM ':“u'ﬁ:
TAIS WILL BE MeNs B T O o mov I South
mara’s third trip 1o Honolulu
in three months for & Teview
of the ¥iet Nam situation. It
1s expecied that the talks wil)
also cover Laos, since there
Is greal concern here over the
reporied heavy Infiltration of
units from communist North
Yiet Nam [nto Northern Laos
to stifien the forces of the
_pro-communist Pathet Lao.
There I3 & fealing here that
unleas the three princes in
Lacs can moon agree on the
formation of neutral govern-
ment. the Pathet Lao may|
resume fullscale action
against the Toyal Laotlan
forces of Peevaler Boun Oum.
Harriman is  acheduled to
sprak 1o the Senate Forelgn
Helations Committee on Laos
on his return Tuesday. .
VS, MILITARY ad tof/
President Ngo Dinh Diem's
forces has Incressed sharply,
over the past four months and,
U S, troops—engaged in train-

inj p ;
ln'd tommunications n South
Viet Nur—now Bumber about

1oy,

Technically, thc men Involved
had becn heré on lemporary duty
for 8 period of six monihs. The
extension reparied penhably m0-
Rliﬂ only ta key personnel in

clicopler eompanies. such as the

Termparary Ratus

Aboutl three-guarters of the

xervicemen here are assizned on
v .

m uly. pre
svoid  advertising  the  United
Siales mililaty dulllup to the
intcrnatinnal contrnl commission.
charged with reparting vholnlians
of the 1931 Genove Lfuce agree-
ment,

That sgreement envted the In-
donesian war. Technically, only
635 foreign military personnel
wers to be stalioned permanently
in South Viet Nam under the
agreement, and similar restric-
1ions were placed on  foreign
forers In Nocth Viet Nam,

“The United Siales’ declsion last
December to Increase its forces
here subslantially above .
Genevs limit came anly siter ac-
cusatien that Communist North
Viet Nam had (tageantly violated
truce terms for yesrs. sllowing
& buildup of Sovlet snd Commu-
nist Chinese forces there,

One source sald some of Amerl-
man military perionnel now here
on temporary essignment will be
replaced by rrrrunrnl. person-
ne juty for permanent
astigness In South Viel N

BY E. W. KENWORTHY

© WASHINGTON, Feb. ). —
Officials confidently predicted
today the ultimate defeat of)
the Communist Viet Cong in .
South Viet Nam.
. They conceded, however,

that it might take years for
the forces of Presldent Ngo
Dinh Diem. with material
help from the United States.
to wear down the communist
guerillas jn & war that would
not be marked by dramatic
wictories. 18
‘Thess views were expressed
as Secretary of Defense Rob-
‘ert 5. McNamars and W. Av.
erell Harriman, assistamt sec-
retary of state for Far East.
ern Affairs, prepared to'leave
for Honeoluhi for discusslons
..with the US. Pacilic Com-
mend an -the situation In
- Southeast Asia.

The missions add up fast and we also
became adept at briefing visiting VIPs.

i Nam 18

4.00. : Jength of ihe country.
enmpan{v hes sbout 200 ‘men snd
gbout 18 H21 he! ters, sach

capable of ecarrying 14 men,

Dally CTee

The helcopters are In s
dally. transmitting  Viernamese
traaps Into battle. The pllols and
unners on  belicoplers, U
rmy meni are under the same|.

orders I?D‘inl 1o al} US. service]
Eeuunne_ ere. not to fire on
‘ommunist Viet Cong except in

"':'w"”'%“h" fess, th Al
everihele ey are trading
shots  with ’Eommunisu more
often as they are used Increas-
Ingly on missions.

By February, the buildup of transporta-
tion aviation units had begun and the
45th trans BN was in place at Tan Son
Nhut. The TDY, “not to exceed 180
days”, had disappeared and we began
to make the news more often.

Time Magazine reporter, Merton Perry
jeins T. C. and Wolfgang for iunch.
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PHOTO REPORT FROM SOUTH VIETNAM —A7RU.S:

AMERICAN SOLDIER'S role in South Vietnam's war is that of instructor—~teaching Yietnamese how to fight Communists.

AMERICANS IN A WAR IN ASIA

U.S. soldiers, armed and in uniform, are deep in o dangerous mission in the jungles
of South Vietnam. Robert P. Martin, of the International Staff of “/U.S. News & World
Report,” spent days with the men who are training Vietnom’s Army te fight the
Reds. He took these exclusive photographs, and wrote the accompanying article.

SAIGON

HE WAR IN SOUTH VIETNAM is no lark

to the several thousand U.S. serv-
icemen on duty here. It is a grim busi-
ness, being carried out efficiently by
hurd-working, job-conscious Americans.
. The Vietnamese are fighting this war,
not the Americans. What the United
States is doing is supplying the arms and
equipment that the Vietnamese need,
and teaching them to fight the Commu-
nists more efficiently. The American sol-
diers here are advisers, instructors, tech-
niciaus—not combatants.

Yet the self-imposed disciplines
of war can be seen in every
camp and at every base where
Americans are serving. Outside
the large cities and the well-
guarded camps, every American
serviceman earries a weapon.
Even shore-bused U.S. sailors

PRISONER is ane of Communist
guerrillas, known as Yiet Cong.
He was cought reporting by radio
on movements of VYietnamese
Rangers who are fighting the Reds.

have their carbines. Few Americans have
seen the face of the enemy. The ex-
ceptions are the advisers—men and offi-
cers—who go on combat patrols with
their Vietnamese troops.

Reds? Everywhere. A Vietnamese
is a Vietnamese, and no American can
determine whether he is a Communist
by the cut of his clothes or the color of
his eyes. But every American in South
Vietnam is acutely conscious that the
Viet Cong—as the Communist guerril-
las are called—are everywhere.

The planes and helicopters that the
Americans fly are frequently shot at by

the Viet Cong. Roads that Americans
travel are often mined, and ambushes
occur repeatedly.

Some Americans have been killed.
others have been wounded or injured in
this conflict.

Americans are instructed to shoot
back, if fired upon.

No American in South Vietnam has
command responsibility over troops in
the field. Suggestions are offered by
American advisers, and sometimes their
advice is followed.

Americans and Vietnamese soldiers
often work as a team. Crew chiefs of the
U.S. Air Force, for instance, fly
on many cargo planes of the Viet-
namese Air Force. U.S. jump-
masters control Vietnamese para-
troopers as they leap into battle
from U. S. Air Force planes.

As the war goes on. the U, . is
getting more deeply involved. Yet.
this is still South Vietnam’s war,
fought by Vietnamese.

Here. in pictures and anec-
dotes, is the story of hiow Ameri-
eans act and react in this war that
is not like any war in which they
have ever been involved before.
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HIEF WARRANT oFfFicEk David R.
c Saylor thoughtfully chewed his fin-
gernails,. The Vietnamese infantrymen
leaping feet first out of his helicopter
were just a trifle slow.

Two hours of intensive classroom in-
struction, two hours of Bying, and four
practice missions had failed to produce
the catapultlike speed that the Ameri-
can instructors wanted the Vietnamese
soldiers to acquire.

“Mavbe you think a couple of seconds
doesn’t matter,” Saylor said. “But when
you're hovering over a wet rice feld
dropping these guys, and the Viet Cong
start shooting—well, a second or two
can mean the difference between losing
or not losing your chopper.”

The Vietmamese are gradually learn-
ing speed through hard practice. It also
is hard work for the Americans. In Jauu-
ary, a U.S. Ammy helicopter compuany
logged 600 hours in the air. For every
hour a helicopter is in the air, it must
have 11 hours of maintenance work.

Maj. 'Milton P. Chemne presides over
@ tent city perched on the edge of a
South Vietnamese airfield. At noon, the
tents are like ovens and the unpaved
streets are choked with dust. Books are
few and recreation is almost nonexistent.
Getting suitable drinking water is a prob-
lem. The Americans are building clubs
and ball fields in spare time.

Major Chemne does not think morale '
_is a problem yet. He says:

“Most of the Americans out here are
mature men. Almost all of them are in
the Regular Army. They know they have
a job to do and their higgest interest is
-in doing it properly.” _

Sgt. Gilbert A. Secor is a cheerful
sodier who, when stationed in Okinawa,
pefit week-ends hiking to remote vil-
z2ges to give medical care to people who

‘.-hn.':;l po doctors. available.

Here, despite a shortage of medical

.'-_su'pplies, he manages to treat 50 to 80

Vietnamese civilians during sick call,

AMERICAN INSTRUCTOR shows Vietnamese infantrymen how to get out fast
from a U.S. helicopter after it has brought him to a batle scene. Speed is
important, While a helicopter is on the ground, it is a sitting duck for Com-
munist guerrillas. Several American helicopters have been knocked out of
aciion by Viet Cong bullets. With practice, Vietnomese now have learned
" how to empty a helicopter of its soldier passengers in 9 seconds, under fire.

INFANTRYMEN leap from an Ameti-
con helicopter with guns in hand
and rush into battle with Commu-
nist guerrillas. A helicopter, flown by
three Americans, can carry 12 Viet-
namese soldiers, armed for combat.
In combat, an American with an
avtomatic weapon squats in ‘copter
doar, ready to provide covering fire.

PHOTO
REPORT

Continved »




CONTINUED

U. 5. MARINE, in traditional campaign
hat, instructs Vietnamese in techniques
of landing on « shore from a boat—an
art in which American Marines excel.
This is typical of the advisory rale that

U. 5. servicemen play. In all, there are be- U. 5. AIRCRAFT CARRIER CORE arrived at Saigon in February with 21
tween 4,000 and 5,000 uniformed Amer- Otters, single-engine planes, each capable of carrying 10 combat-
icans in South Vietnam. The number may equipped soldiers. The Core clso brought 300 U. 5. officers and men.

go os high as 7,000 by next summer.

£9

VIETNAMESE prepare for a marine !anding. Much of the fighting in South SUPPLIES of wor are unloaded from a U, 5.
Vietnam takes place clong the shores of that country’s numerous waterways. ship, the Hawaiian Fducator, at the docks
of Saigon. lts corgo included 200 trucks,

b d WL L e : assoult boats, pontoons for bridges, and
S/ earth-moving equipment to build airfields,
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CONTINUED

TEACHER AND PUPIL are shown in
these pictures of an Americon sol-
dier, above, and o typical soldier
of the South Vietnam Army, helow.

JUNGLE is scene of most of the fighting.
Americans teach jungle tactics learned
in the South Pacific in World War II.

HEADQUARTERS of the U. 5. Military Azsistance Advisory Group is in
Saigon. The “MAAG," as it is called, was not equipped to handle suzh -
o big buildup as that which kas occurred in Souwth Vietnam, 50 a new
U. 5. Military Assistance Command has been set up to control tactical units.

VIETMAMESE RANGERS get troining from an American in automatic weapons.
The American advisers live with the Vietnamese troops in isolated camps far
from Saigon’s pleasant accommodations. On o jungle sweep, seeking out the
Communist guerrillas, Americans accompany the Rangers and sometimes gel
involved in the fighting if the patrol is attacked by o bond of Viet Cong.

U. 5. NEWS & WORLD REPORT, March 5, 1942

oo | | v | yr—— fr—— [ it



Alor CRrY- N - o
Ing fags amd chanting *No This Defrnse Depariment picture
{Collinued on Back Page, Col. 13| shows twe canvas.covered misslles and

their transport
ship Divinogorsk.

64 Reds Killed, 27 Nabbed
In Vietnam Copter Assault

BAIGON (UPD — Government
troops killed &4 Vst Cong In &
copter-liftad wsaault on the south.
eru wdid of the Plain of Reeds
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The town of Muc Hoa was just north of
where this action took place.

Here the boss tries to explain some-
thing to 57th Lts Art Edquid and Sal

Formica. A stroll in downtown Muc Hoa.,
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Special Chronicle Report L

‘How U. S. Copters Face Red Gunflre

anhtemng |

Treetop
' *'.‘Mis's'lons

" By Jock Fotsle
Cl.rnlllell Cnrr-mdln.l )
Tan Son Nhut, -

Soyth, ngtnun L

. Some "American Jl:ell-
sopfer re. ave
s
170 gombut" hours aplece

it this war that doés not
ofticfally “involve the

. The Ariny's' 5Tth Heli:
copter” Company pased

cho g L

hem‘ cu.mulated the
t ime. It was
the ﬁrst Ay air unit to

leave the 'Uml‘.ed ,Stzte's

. “Einte then 9L "hes been
joined by two “other helicop-
ter companies ind one light
alrératt enlt, “groviding “alr
lupport ‘for each of the three
regions in which South Viet-
nam troops are bm.l.mg Cmg
munist rebels. - v ooy -
‘“We count combat thme on
flights in "which we land
South ‘Vietnamese troops in
contested srems, said the

Emmeit Knight. *We don't
alwavs eet fired on durine

operations’ officer, Caplain |

From Page 1

_ often we do."

* Sara Schofleld, lives at 343

has yet to Jose a man.

' ganized in air defense, We're

. malie fire in some areas how.

Treetop
‘Support
Missions’ .

thoss support missions, but
Knight, whose mother,

Bartlett strest, Hayward, led ~
the first of the 57th's flights o e e T
hers two days hefors last el -
Christmar.

Since then thhe oullit has
been flying almost daily,
either for training or opera-
tlons. The 87th choppers have
made #237 {lights, carrled
30,000 South Vietnamese
troops, and 70 tons of cargo
to beleagued outposis in less
ihan four months.

During these operations
‘the 57th’s copters have been
hit 17 times by enemy bul-
lets. Two craft bave been
destroyed in making emer-
gency landings after engina
failures. .- But the ebmpany

" “We've been fortunate”
Knight said. “But the Viet
Cong are getting better or-

meeling .concentrated auto-
¥or a long ume I.hem was

cnly rifia flre.”
The SHh's- pl‘lol.l '.Imve ——

netessarily become expert at| from the dugdn Viet Cong|fly sl maximum gross welsht- niustathe, hll background as|

flying the dangerous miles | ¢raops. at coutour level—and lin|sn infantryman “jn :le;m

at “contour -level.” Theyj wl’;ll we're doing would | formation, Hell, It trl'hlenl
hedgehop over hills and lrees, .
veping within 30 10 100 feet | frighten an lnstructor back) me!

“of the gréund. This maneuvar |In the states” mid Warrint| “Potls, 35, 1s & rﬂd fin-| iy !hu'pp.r nudni: quit
- helps to mask thelr approsch | Officer Bennle FPotts “Wa

he approached his tafget tor
dumplng his tmqn. ..

In what olhers hive de-
.. scribed M. an “Impoulble
" aercdynami¢ maneuver,”
Potts csused his powerlem
' crlft to “1{N™ Just enough to

r him from crashing into
l viiiage, He did plow through’
> soma free tops but landed

salely. .

" Later_Chiet Warrant Of-

fleer David Saylor, of 759
. Alexander street, Livermore,
_ flew ln a replacement engine
which was slung under his
eraft,

“With a 2500-pound load
hanging down like a2 ye-yo
1 waen't_abla to take much
»-nnnvc ‘actlon,”™ Saylor te-

lated.

" While South Vienam troops
" held the perimeter againsi
sniplng Communists, the

Irneehlnicu of the §7th re-

tingulshed for his reddish

J|tern wre squipped ith 35

AT

At

another pilot, -Warrani

lolt { ficer Donald Kermn. ﬂm

added
bl! fl.llhu, tha !'H-h's blnl.u
shaped H-21 Shawoee

caliber machine guns, Me-
chanies amd clerkn have vol-|,
unteared to man them. For
such duly they draw hatard
pay of §30 a month, while
the regular crew draws fitght
pay which for a crew chlef
can reach & ostling of #100
2 month.

"We don't flre unill wa
see  where the shooting
against us is coming from,”
Captain Knight emphasized.

Thua, the chopper crews
observe the pecullar restraint
under which all Amerlcan
forces -hers operate. They
are noncombatants, able io
defend lhemnim only If
attacked. Thelr job is to mup-
port but not participate in
the offenalva action of South
Vielnam unita,

Viet

“1 wonder il we lose a
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. 2id ln en Alr Forcs hellcopter,
. anxlows awalting ¢ombat

-] man to enemy fire whether'
his next-ol-Xin will legally be;
able Lo collect wartlme Dene-
said another piiot with
trace of bitterneas. -
Well:=t's Hine we g0,
sald Knight. He, Potts, Say-
lor and others, including Cap-
tain Iran Webb of Satinas,
strapped on 455, drew mor-




L9




89

By NORMAN SKLAREWITZ

T WAS PUSHING 100 degrees

in the dusty tent city at Tan Son
Nhut airport outside Saigon when
the helicopter liaison officer from
111 Corps pulled his jeep in front
of the company commander’s own
sweat box. He carried a sheafl of
maps and for the next half hour
the LO sat on the edge of a cot
and outlined to the Old Man and
the operations officer what was up.

“According to the District Chief,

there is supposed to be a company
of V.C. moving into this area,” he
saild and pointed to a position on
the 1/50,000 map. “Corps wants to
put a gang of Rangers down right
outside the village around seven
tomorrow moming. They figure on
squeezing the Commies from two
sides and catching 'em between here
and the canal.”

About the same time that this
helicopter atlack mission was being
planned, the field phone rang in the
hut of an Army lieutenant colonel

up at Komtum, nearly 300 miles to
the north of Saigon. He listened to
the caller, scribbled some coordi-
nates on a scratch pad, then hung
up. Qutside his quarters was a con-
crete driveway where the detach-
ment Jeep had been parked before
a tin roof was put over the paving
to make it into a combination out-
door officers’ lounge, conference
room and pilots’ ready room.

Two voung warrant officers in
flying suits were reading week-old
newspapers when the colonel poked
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his head out the door. “Division
G-2 just called. They have reports
of what might be a large scale in-
filtration from over the Laotian
border. They want to send a couple
intelligence officers and an artil-
lery. spotter up to check out the
report. You ready to go?”

Still farther to the north, four
low-flying helicopters cut through a
rugged mountain pass carrying a
platoon of tough Vietnamese Spe-
cial Forces men and their teams of

Army ingenuity provides a practical
gun mount in helicopter doorway.

American advisers on a mission
deep into Communist-controlled
territory.

This was an ordinary day in the
shadowy war in Viet Nam where
the United States is carrying out
the dual role of combat adviser and
prime mover to the military forces
of a government hard pressed by
the Communist Viet Cong. And as
it is every day, Boeing Vertol H-21
helicopters flown by U. 8. Army
crews were a key element in the
fight.

The H-21 was the first helicopter
the U. S. put into tactical operation
in Viet Nam as part of a stepped-
up program of support. Today there
are three full units in action.

The 57th Transportation Com-
pany (Light Helicopter} from Fort
Lewis, Washington, is based at Tan
Son Nhut under the command of
Major Milton P. Cherne. It shares
responsibility for helicopter airlift
in the sprawling Mekong River
delta in the southern IIT Corps area
with aircraft of Marine Helicopter
Squadron 362.

The II Corps area in the center
of Viet Nam is served by the 8th
TC Company out of Qui Nhon.
‘Originally from Fort Bragg. North
Carolina, it is commanded by
Major Charles Hardesty, who led
his aircraft across the U. 8. from
Bragg to the West Coast for over-
seas movement—an operational first
for the Bth.

The dense jungle mountain re-
gion of I Corps right up to the 17th
parallel that divides the Republic
of Viet Nam from Communist
North Viet Nam gets its H-21s from
the 93rd TC Company commanded
by Major James E. Gray Jr. His
unit operates from the city of Da
Nang on the South China Sea
coast.

If any one piece of military
equipment was ever identified with
an operation, the helicopter is the
symbol of the war in Viet Nam.
What's more, military leaders see
in the chopper the answer to the
free-ranging movements of the Com-
munist guerriilas who have held the
advantage so far in the war against
the U. S.-supported government of
President Ngo Dinh Diem.

Now the helicopter is giving new
mobility and striking power to the

Vietnamese troops and enabling
them to be deployed quickly against
V.C. strong points in the jungles
and mangrove swamps.

In addition to this major assault
role, the H-21 is playing its more
conventional role as an aircraft for
medical evacuation, movement of
high-priority cargo into otherwise
inaccessable positions, and carrying
out liaison, intelligence and resup-
ply missions.

The Viet Nam story is far from
over; the American build-up still is
going on. But at the end of the first
seven months of our active partici-
pation, the H-21 already has writ-
ten its page in U. S. military his-
tory.

When the aircraft carrier trans-
port MSTS Core steamed up the
Saigon River on December 11, 1961,
with decks and holds jammed with
helicopters, the aircraft were still
unproved in tactical assault opera-
tions. Both Marines and Army
made use of ’copters during the
Korean War to airlift troops and
some weapons into position, but
then there was a fixed front line
behind which the ’copters put down,
In Viet Nam, they not only land
deep inside enemy-dominated coun-
try but often atop V.C. strong-
points. Communist riflemen hiding
in the thick sword grass have been
revealed by the downwash of an
H-21’s rotors on many occasions.

The concept of vertical envelop-
ment was refined in training exer-
cises over the years that followed
Korea, but the thinking generally
then was the use of rotary-wing air-
craft on a beachhead or airhead.

Both services have, since coming
to Viet Nam, learned enough about
the strategy to cause major re-
visions in past thinking.

A helicopter company command-
er in Viet Nam, directed to prepare
a summary report on his experi-
ences, found he was up to 14 pages
typed single spaced and he hadn’t
even reached the sections on com-
munications and maintenance.
When a colleague chided him about
writing a novel, he wearily replied,
“T’m not writing a book: we’re writ-
ing The Book.”

This is hardly an exaggeration,
for not enly have ideas come in for
overhauling as a result of the ex-



oL

P [ el

periences of the three H-21 com-
panies, but feats of maintenance
and operation considered unigue
or impossible back in the United
States are, of necessity, common-
place in Viet Nam.

In May this year, the men of the
57th TC Company racked up 1,000
flying hours—that's thought to be
the first time any H-21 unit has
rolled up that many hours and it
is assumed to be an H-21 world
record. The same outfit had a total
of 3,300 flying hours for the first
six months it was in Viet Nam.
Further, the 57th claims an avail-
ability record of 74.89 for its air-
craft against the general U. 8.
Army-wide standard of 539,

When such things as shrapnel
and buliet holes are considered as
routine un-scheduled maintenance
and when work on rotors, usually
done in moisture-controlled, air-
conditioned shops, must be per-
formed out in the open air, such
records become all the more amaz-
ing.

The 8th TC Company claims a
grim record of its own: it was the
first helicopter unit to have crew-
men win the Purple Heart for
wounds suffered in action,

Officially, of course, there is no
combat flying in Viet Nam, since
it is U. 8. policy to provide only
advice and support to the military
forces of the Vietnamese. This

posed an administrative problem:
it was difficult to log flying into an
assault position with heavy ground
fire slamming up and men being
hit as either training or service.
Finally the term “‘combat support”
was coined by the Pentagon and it
is against this column that flying in
Viet Nam is logged.

Mechanics of 57th TC Company
work on aircraft at Tan Son Nhut.

Because of different terrain in the
areas in which the H-21 companies
operate, a variety of assault tech-
niques have been tried. As many
as 10, 14 or even more aircraft
have been used in a single mission
over flat rice-paddy land, while in
other cases a single helicopter may
do a job,

Some of the Viet Nam territory
is heavily forested hills and rugged
mountain plateaus. A touchdown
target may be little more than a
rough clearing.

From the start of American helj-
copter troop airlifts, the Viet Cong
have been after the aircraft. First
they used home-made rifles that
were almost totally ineffective. Now
they have automatic weapons. In
addition, the communists use a lot
of energy building ground traps.

At Ban Me Thuot this past
spring, a major attack force whirl-
ing in toward its landing point
spotted 10-foot-long sharpened bam-
boo poles planted as helicopter
traps. The enemy hadn’t had time
to finish sewing the entire touch-
down area and there was plenty of
room left for the H-21s to set down.

Good landing areas in the central
and north regions are scarce and
the communists know it. One pad
had been used for some weeks by
aircraft of the 8th TC Company
for resupply missions. They were
then engaged in another area.



SP6 Niles Myers from Enola, Pennsylvania, re-
pairs an H-21 rotor in a hangar neor Saigon.

7. S. Army helicopter operations officers and Vielnamese
airborne brigade commanders prepare for a combat assault.
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CWOs Huey Nelson and Jack Carey
made it bit later when this picture was
published in the Feb 67 issue of the
military review to iilustrate an article
entitled “The Higher Level Staff
Advisor”.

The morning before the aircraft
were scheduled to resume working
out of the regular pad, a squad of
Vietnamese soldiers went into the
area to fix up the markers. One
detonated a land mine right on the
pad. The communists evidently had
moved into the area the preceding
night, sewn mines liberally and
then withdrawn without a trace.

Soon after the H-21 went into
action in Viet Nam last December,
it became apparent that the aircraft
had to have some means of defend-
ing itself against ground fire, Hast-
ily mounted .30 caliber light ma-
chine guhs provided the best means
of ‘feturning enemy fire and a di-
rective from the White House au-
thorized the American fliers to do
so when attacked.

Since a machine gunner is not
part of the regular H-21 crew, a
fast on-the-job training program
was set up in each of the three TC
companies. Usually some veteran
of World War IT combat flying in-
structed the younger men in the
fine art of aerial gunnery. Before
long, the V.C. discovered that the
passing H-21s were no longer de-
fenseless targets. )

The Americans obey the order
not to fire unless fired on but once
the enemy gets rough they don’t
hesitate to shoot back. The day that
Warrant Officer Henry C. Beau was
geriously wounded up in Kontum
Province by Communist fire, one
GI gunner got off 100 rounds
against the V.C. who were firing up
at the helicopters from a camou-
flaged hut position.

Even in the case of weapons
there are differences between the
various TC companies. The 57th
uses just a single machine gun
mounted in the forward door. The
8th has two aboard, one forward
and the other aft. The latter is
swung out of the way when troops
are deployed. The assistant crew
chief acts as the second gunner, al-
though enlisted men from a variety
of duty assignments ranging from
off-duty mechanics to gasoline truck
drivers double in riding aerial shot-
gun.

Crewmen wear the standard-is-
sue body armor but feel it provides
no protection from rounds fired up
into the aircraft from below—the



L

most common source of wounding
fire. One company is now experi-
menting with an armored seat made
out of 14-inch steel plating which
ho;‘yefully will lessen groundfire in-
juries.

During the first six months of
helicopter operations in Viet Nam,
the aircraft have been tactically
used to move Vietnamese Rangers,
airborne troops and Army regulars
into position for surprise attacks
on suspected Viet Cong positions.
Generally the aircraft make the
troop pick-up at an assembly point
and then airlift them to the objec-
tive, usually a village or strongpoint
20 or 30 minutes flying time away.

With the ground forces are U. 8.
Armmy advisers who are equipped
with back-pack radios to maintain
communications between the attack-
ing force and the helicopters should
they be needed later for evacuating
wounded or to make similar return
emergency runs.

Initially, the helicopters on maxi-
mum-effort missions flew contour in
a train, deposited their troops, re-
turned to the pick-up point, and
then repeated the run in. This meth-
od soon was abandoned. On the

second run the V.C. were waiting
and delivered devastating fire on
the aircraft. Further, the low-level
movement provided no surprise
after the initial run and exposed
the aircraft to V.C. fire en route.

As a result, minimum altitudes
are used only in the assault area.
The trip toward the touch-down
zone is made at about 2,000 feet,
to keep the aircraft out of range of
usual ground fire. When approach-
ing the attack zone, the helicopters
drop as low as possible and go in
to achieve maximum surprise and
shock.

Navigating when only 10 feet or
so above monotonous brown paddy
fields was difficult. To provide navi-
gational direction now, a control
aircraft, usually a Beaver or Otter
borrowed from the MAAG Ammy
detachment, is used. A helicopter
company officer rides in the control
ship and can by simple radio di-
rections direct the flight precisely
on target from his overhead vantage
point.

Air cover for many such missions
is provided by T-28 trainer planes
armed with machine guns, napalm
and rockets. Two such planes ac-

Boeing Vertol H-21 helicopters land on Tan Son Nhut Airport.

company a helicopter assault to
suppress concentrated ground fire
and to provide Combat Air Patrol
should enemy aircraft intrude
(something which has not yet hap-
pened).

If at all possible, the helicopter
company commander never takes
his aircraft into the same touch-
down area twice on the same raid
and never flies the same route when
moving into and out of an assault
zone.

The Military Assistance Com-
mand considers exact number of
combat support missions flown by
the Army helicopters to be classi-
fied information, but it is common
knowledge that at least one of the
companies averages a major assault
operation every other day.

In this most unconventional of
all wars in which the U. S. has
been involved, generalities are dif-
ficult to make. Yet one Army H-21
pilot may have coined the best de-
scription of Viet Nam duiy. He
said, “We get a call to fly a mis-
sion to a place we’ve never seen, to
do a job we've never done under
conditions never experienced. But
we go anyhow—and do it.” -«




U.S.M.C. ARRIVES

The USMC arrived in Soc Trang with
their CH-34 squadron in the spring of
1962. The Army briefed them in and led
them around for a while.

W ‘_::m-

Maj Cherne was along to do the brief-
ing. The USMC squadron was com-
manded by Ltc Archie Clapp and was
known as “Archie’s Angels” ... so with
that we adopted the title of “Milt's
Misfits". :

The 45th BN Cmdr, Ltc Howard
Richardson, and his staff, flew down
with Cpts Peppard and Bass seen here. _
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And the utility tactical transport (UTT)
came to stay with us ... CWO Giff Gif-
ford grins past his handlebar mustache
in between flights ... “red leader this is
blue leader” “blue leader this is red” . ..
“atc., etc., etc.,” escort chatter was s0
high for awhile that the 57th flight
leader could hardly get a word in
edgewise.

The air medals started to arrive even-
tually and the first one was approp-
riately pinned on our senior CWO,
Bennie Potts, by BG Stilwell ... later to
become known around the 57th as the
Army's highest paid gunner. {Stilwell,
not Potts)

Others lock on, too numerous to men-
tion — try your memory — young look-
ing fellas, aren't they?
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On this one we stripped a gear leading
a flight into VC village. Those rice
paddy dikes got hard when the dry
season started. Here old 208 is laid
gently against a dike inside an H-21
sized hole at Can Tho. She stayed
upright, the blades didn't hit the water
on shutdown and after a couple of

weeks of effort, she was placed on a
lowboy to be returned to the base for
repair. Unfortunately, the night had to
be spent in Can Theo where the Viet
Cong managed to insert a couple of
grenades which provided an abrupt
end to the story.

The Ft. Lewis bunch, and those who
joinedupfor the tirst tour withthe 57th
in RVN, were all out of country by
November '62. Soon thereafter we tost
one from altitude, packed with 57th
crew and friends from the 93rd. Then
there was AP BAC and that one was
pretty bad so a poem was composed to
commemorate the occasion.
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In Memory of the ap Bac Operation

Tune: On Top of 0ld ,Swoky

we were called intc Tan Hlep
on January Two

We would never have gone there
If we'd only knew

We welre supporting the ARVANS
4 group without guts

pttacking a village
~ of strew covered huts

A ten copter mission
A hundred troop load
Three 1lifts are now over
A fourth on the road

The VC*s start shooting
They fire a blg blast
We off load the ARVANS
They =1t on thelr ass

One .copter is crippled
Another sits down
Attempting a rescue

Now there are twe on the ground

A Huey returns nov
To give them some ald
The VC's are 80 accurate
They shoot off & blade

Four pllots are wounded
Two Crewmen are dead
when 1t's all over
4 good day for the Red

They lay in the paddy
All covered with slime

A ball of a sun bath
Eight hours at a tilme

An armored Battallion
Just stayed in a trance

One Captain died trying
To make them advancd

The paratrofps landed
A magnificent sight

There was hand to band combat
But no ¥C's in sight

wWhen the news was reported
Tha. ARVANS had won

The ¥C's are laughing
Over thelr captured guns

411 pillots take warning
When tree lines are near
Lets land those darn copters

One mile to the rear.



United States Army helicopter units fly-
ing H-21s carried many troops to battle.

In Vietnam the Boeing Vertol H-21 was called the

GAME OLD DAME

By MAJ. MILTON P. CHERNE
United States Army

MOKE and fire belched forth

as the engine roared to life
with deafening reverberations. Min-
utes later, the first CH-21 made her
ungainly debut before the Viet-
namese audience that thronged
around the baby flattop anchored
at the base of Tu Duo Street in
Saigon.

Awkwardly, perhaps clumsily,
she hovered momentarily over the
crowded carrier deck as the pilot
talked to her in soothing tones be-
fore coaxing her into a downwind
overwater takeoff. With the frivolity
of a teenager, she shed her ungain-
liness and changed into a thing of
grace as she ascended into flight.
The crowd cheered with glee and
admiration as the banana-shaped
helicopter circled the city, asserting
her reign and dominance over the
countryside, The skies were hers,
and hers alone. Jealous, tempera-
mental, fickle, understanding, mean,
ornery, and hardheaded she was.
But she liked to be treated like a
lady.

That was four years ago. Since
then she has been used and abused,
cussed and discussed, but never has
she been ignored. We pampered and
pleaded with the ole gal and some-
times seemed to lift her into the
air with sheer will power. She shud-
dered and vibrated to let us know
that this work wasn’t appreciated,
but she knew the job had to be done
—and do it she did.

Pigs, chickens, dogs, women and
suckling babes have swelled her in-
nards. Tceboxes, rice, lumber, plumb-
ing, wire and an endless list of
items have been speedily transport-
ed across the land. Guns, mortars,
and men were her primary interest,
and when they riddled her with
bullets, she gallantly continued on.

Occasionally the strain would be
too much and our lady would rebel.
Like a Missouri mule, she just quit
doing what she was doing and really
didn’t care where she was. This
seasoned many a young pilot and
greyed a few more. Once in a while
she would roll over on her side and
thrash her blades on the ground like
a child having a tantrum. We’d pull
and tug to get her on her feet and

with tender loving care feed her a
new engine, a shiny transmission or
two, and bribe her with the thought
of six new blades to take her into
the air again,

As her hair became white and her
muscles became knotted and sore,
she wisely noted the young upstaris
were doing more and more. They

‘were trim and sleek while she was

patched and old. Her memories
were vivid and she could recall the
legion of firm hands that had guided
her history. This game ole dame
had pioneered a new frontier, Sadly,
she recalled the valiant young men
who had given their all. Proudly,
she could point to her accomplish-
ments and the dedicated men who
have ridden her to glory.

Recently, the last of her kind re-
tired. Ironically, Lt. Col. Robert
Dillard, who introduced the lady
to Vietnam in December 1961, flew
one of the original CH-21s (old
049) on her last fight. He brought
her down from her unit and pre-
pared her for shipment home. The
excitement and confusion of her
arrival will be missing. No doubt,
no one will wave and cheer as she
leaves. But we all will have a sad-
ness in our hearts as we bid fare-
well to a dear old lady that has
taught us so much and worked so
untiringly.

Reprinted from the United States
Army Aviation Digest.

First Boeing Vertol H-21 helicopter to head for action
in Vietnam was unloaded at Saigon December 11, 1961.
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gy Neer Forget

Major Milton P. Cherne

WO HEADS are better than
one” is an oftused saying.
When both heads appear on the
same object the saying becomes
debatable. Some would say that

you really have nothing but a two-

headed monster.

Be that as it may, you can add
to the problem by making “jt”
look like a common tropical fruit,
designing “it” to operate in the
arctic, employing “it” near the
equator, and naming “it” after a
glutenous animal.

Seemingly, with a beginning
such as this, it would -be improb.
able that fame and success could
ever be achieved. However, the
Hog—twa-one (CH-21) not only
took part in epochal events, but
personally wrote a few chapters
for people to ponder. The banana-
shaped chopper was known and
identified worldwide. Her picture
appeared in print from west to
east and north to south. Printed
boldly across her sides in huge
block letters was U. 8. ARMY.

Newspapers, television, maga.

zines and radio covered her ex- .
ploits in Vietnam beginning in
December 1961. Even the Viet
Cong acknowledged her presence
with crude drawings which were

‘distributed to their better gunners

and regular units,

Some people, unfortunately,
never have the opportunity to
face a “moment of truth.” Some,
unfortunately, have a moment of
truth and find they are not capa-
ble of handling the situation.
They are not prepared: do not
have the intestinal fortitude to
measure up to the task at hand
and must back away from the
challenge. To face such a situation
and to surmount all obstacles in-
cumbent with a mission is to ex-
perience a unique sense of real
accomplishment and personal sat-
isfaction,. - -

If just one of her heads kad a
memory, she could remember 22

‘December 1961 when she blazed
. her way to fame during the first

U. 8. Army heliborne assault in
the Repuhlic of . Vietnam. She
could recall the steaming jungles
and elephant grass; the flooded

. rice lands of the Vietnamese delta
" area; her persondl wounds and

the agony of the wounded soldiers
she evacuated; names like Pleiku,

.- Da Nang, Na Trang, Ap Bac, .
_Soc ‘Trang, My Tho, Cau Mau,
and other strange sounding places.

Fame is short lived and success
can oniy be measured by what re-
mains after you depart. When you
are emulated after your departure,
or when your accomplishments

"'become a new set of standards, or -

when your meager successes are

- building blocks for bigger and -

better things, then you have been
successful, - o

. So call her a two-headed mon-
ster if you will, or a gas guzzling
Hog, but ne‘er forget, ole CH-21
faced her moment of truth, tasted
the sweet fruit of success, and
paved the way for the future.

U. S. ARMY AVIATION DIGEST

Tean very 1954



THE 57TH STARTED THE ACTION TO BE RECOGNIZED BY THE AAAA AS THE

OUTSTANDING AVIATION UNIT FOR 1962.
WAS A GOOD IDEA AND ADOPTED IT.
THE CONVENTION THAT YEAR. GSFC JAMES C.

THE 45TH BATTALION THOUGHT THAT
MAJ} CHERNE ACCEPTED THE AWARD AT

DYKES FROM THE 225TH SIGNAL

DETACHMENT, ATTACHED TO THE 57TH, WAS ALSO RECOGNIZED AS THE AVIATION

SOLDIER OF THE YEAR.

57&3 TRANSPORTATION COMPANY (IT HEL)(B-21)
APD 143 B-ox 25, San Frenoisoo, California

ABVJX 7 August 1962

SUBTEOT: The Hughes Outstanding Avietion Unit Award

Conanding Officer
LA5th Tranapoaiztion Battalion (Trans Aecft)
470 2l3, US Torses

TOs

The 57th Transportalion Cempany (Light Helicopter)(l-21) had for
aevaral yeers ebly supparted the training and efforts of the STRAC lith
Infantry Divislon, stationed et Fort lewis, Vashington. In cddition to
thia support which inslufad omoTy facet of military preparation both
doucstic and cverscas, tho 5T5h Tronsportaticn Conpeny repoatedly ossist-
ol tho local popuiace during timos of strifo ar peril, Soarch and Roscuo,
flood rolief, transporting fire fightors in tho ruggod hills and mountoins
of costcern Orogon, modical ovecuation end c host of othor dutics thot aro
camon to o woll treinod, highly siillod holicoptor organizntion. All of
thoso tcoks woro porfompol with o minimwn of fanforo ond o moximim
profossionnl compotencos i

In Moy of 1960, ordars woro rocoived {Inclosure Nr.l) that woro to
ohongo tho ontiro porspoctivo of tho unit and eventuslly bring tho do=
signotion of tho unit boeforo tho oycos of tho world and tho scrutiny of the
Unitod Statos Army. Thoso woro tho ordors changing tho status of tho unit
to o STRAF II Catagory. Tho following doys, wooksa and menths wore dovotod
to loeding plans, alort plans, notifiocation plans, boslo loods and a host
of othar projocts thut could favorably and advorsoly offoct tho undt duwring
tho inltinl ond oritiocal momants of o movamont, Novor sotisfiod and novar
quito porfoot anoughy thomo plons woroe stuwdiod, triod, roworkod, ro=triod
and poliphod ogain and ngoin, Tho fruilts of this labor would scmodoy beo
anjoyod whon tho momont owmo and thoro wos not timo loft to corroct mistokos, s

April of 1961 found tho world in g tumoil and South Enot Asin floupdan=
ing in internnl disputos 4Ll ayos followed theo nows roports closoly and
spoculation of assistonco of tho jmarican public wns o cammon topie,

4April provod to bo o triple barrolod month for this unite On 1 April
1961 (Inclosuro Nr.2) tho §7th Transportation Gompany wos soloctod os o
Suporior STRAC unit and wop awardod tho strommor for tho unit guldon and
a sovetod soroll, Sovorol daoya lator mosangos woro rocoivod direoting tho
unit to proparo for movamont, Flans woro pullod from tho filos, boxos
" tokon ‘out of atorage, and packing and eroting bogan on o twenty~four hour
tosls, Shot rocords roviovwed, wills, powor of attornoy, olothing inspoctiocns,
doublo chocks on oireraft and wohiolo maintcnonco, roplocamont of short timo
cciponont ports and tho multitudo of othor ftons that must bo chockod ond
double checkod when you aro about roody to novo, 4All looding was cecanplishod

IN 1963, WE WERE AGAIN IN THE LIMELIGHT AT AAAA.

in tho prosoribod time fromo and tho woiting for additionnl ordors began,
Ono day, two days, o woak and than tho word to unlood ond propore for irmode
ioto novanant to Yokimn Washington to support tho STRAC 4th Infaontry Division
throughout thair yoorly diviaion menuovar. Carofully oach itam was wnpackod
and storod, Mnspivo notos tokon to auphasizo tho lessons leornod and aesist
us should tho day prrive for anothor novo,

During tho tomue at Yakina Washington, tho unit reooivod a doloyod
Amy Treiod>g Tosrt, In ordor not to intorfarc or inposo any rostrictions
on the manurvering Porcors tho ATT was progranod over an olovon doy pariod,
thpiros somod Yo bo ovoryvhoro ond anywhoro tosting tho unit at ovory
posaiblo’ormovtupilys Adr raida infiltration, amoko, goa attaoks, night
novasonl, aacurity; oporotional nissionsy nothing war axcludod, Tho rosulta
wero rowardivg and Justifiod tho long hours ond offorts whick nust bo put into
ov” sirraiave conbot nission $2 rocoive tho noxiam snount of trafining in o
ghot padod of $hiee L c20rc of 97.0 was owartod tho unit for the truly
oviekaallng Joi Yho Gk eurlr,, 7233 oovedso ord tosts (Inclosurc Nr,3?)

smiotzly wpon rotusy to Fort Lowds an IG inspoction wns ir oxdor nnd
ongo ngalp tho untt wont inic high gonr to mako a good phowing. Oporntional
nissions were ot no timo slightod or dolnyod bocauso of tho additional wark
ercatod by the normal proparction for a Mg inspoction, Night flights,
support nissions and othars continuod on s mormnl, Onco agnin tho spirit ond
ospirit-do-corp of tho unit anorgod and ench soldier bucklod down to tho
tosk at hand, Onco ogoin, theso offorts wore rowardod by e roting of Suporior
by tho Inspoctor Gonornl, (Inclosure Nr.h)

Enrly Novanbor found the offlocrs ond mon of the umlt storting to think
about Thanksgiving and Christnns leavos, Iittloe did they realize that '
Thonksgiving would bo spont on tho Pacific Oconn end Christmns would be a
sacrod nonent or two in South Viotnom, cramod botwoeon nnintananco ond nissions,
Whon tho flog wont wp and tho ordor to novo was roooivad, tho procodurvs wers
cld hot, Inspoctions, ohocks, allotments oto., woro nore or loas routino,

In four days, one hundrod percent of all TOSE airoraft were flyablo apd
ready to dopart, it 1000 hours, 6 Novembor 1961, twenty H-21's daparted Groy
Fiold, Jort Lowis, Washington for Stocktons Ooldfornic, A% 1900 hours, 8
Novenbor 1961, twonty (20) Molfooptors arrived ot Stockton, Oolifernic without
inoidant, This inoluwdod o night £light ovor tho Biorrg nountoins, rocching
an altitudo of 10,500 focte .

On 21 Novaubor 1961, tho unit dcpartod for “destinntion wnknown® gboord
tho USNS Coros Twonty-omo (21) daoys lotor, orowds gothorod to obsérve tho
Bannans Bolicoptors dockod at Solgong Vietnom. Hundrods and hundrods of
pocplo gozod with odniration at tho blg hollooptors with UeS. Amy boldly
writtan aoross tho sido, Ao ropidly oa possiblo tho cocoons wore ranovod,

. onginos pro=oiled and the crowds wnitod expootantly os the first holicoptor
proporod for flights Snocko blow out of the exhauat as tho engine roorod
ipto ooction, &lowly tho blodos etortod to twn, ZFuster opd fostor until
the pilot nodo cll of his flight chockss Thon with a poworful lurch, the
first Unitod Stotos Amy Oorgo Holiooptar to fly fn South Viotnon, liftod off
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.the deck of the enrrier USNS CORE and spod down tho Mcokong River to the
Boigon Intormational Airport. Ainothor first for tho 57th Tronsportation
Canpany. ©Oneo by ono tho B-21's novod nolslly off tho earrior to thoir
now hano in a strongo apd wufondliar lend,

Tho 22nd of Dooaibor 1961 will bo long ranchbered by tho nen who sorvod
with this unit on thot doy. Oporating jointly with nonbors of tho 8th
Transportation Canpany {Light Holicoptor) o troining oxarciso wos conductod
north of tho city of Snigon., Everyono know thot this was o rohocrsal far tho
real thing that wos to follows Thirty (30) B=2l1 holicoptors londed to pmaximum
capocity with oreck Viotnmoso peratrocopors rocod aeross tho docile country-
gldo, Toko=-offy chock points, rolonsec polpts and the londing aroc wero hit
with axnet tining indienting the dogroo of prefossionallm and training that
theac wwo units posgossod, Tho treining cxorclse was canpletod succosafully
in evory dotril ond wo know that wo woero roady for tho "big ono®.

At dawn on tho morning of 23 Doeanbor 1961, tho pllots oxaninod thoir
elxeroft - with wnusunl thoroughnesse Each itan on the pro=-flipght choek
list was carofully serutinizod, Sinultancously tho Viotoomose paratroopors
gudotly and orderly broko thanselves into cholk loads and assanbled afound the
holitoptor thot wos to make history for than. Slowly the tino peased. One
hour, two, thon throe, Tho pilots loughod norvously os intolligoenco pationt-
Jy triod to got o fix on the rodio thaot wo woro aftar. Then tho word cono.
Go § Mith the 57th Tronsportation Conpany looding into o snnll papoe in
history, thirty (30) holicopters fomwod in ocholons right ond loft, gnining
specd as thoy loft tho Soigon Mrport behind. On tine, and on torgot, tho
helicoptors flored for o londing into an clnost inposaible zono. Perpondicular
rows of pincapple flolds doop in owd and woter. If ovar pllot training ecnd

tochnique poid dividends, this woa the doy. Shnll ams fire broko out irmedinte

ly and sovoral of the aireraft wore undor fire as they dopartod the area to
roturn for additionanl troops and roinforcaionts. All the circrafts dopartod
this nrea but one, As tho pilots lookod bosk they coull sce tho olowd of black
moke ond orongo flomos roaching for tho sky ond thoro was littls doubt as

to what hod heppenod, Lnothar, but undesirochbls first for tho 57¢h Tronsporto-
tion Coopony. Tho first aixcraft %o bo lost to insurgent aetivity whiloe on
an operotionnl nimsion,

On sho 2hth of Doccnbor 1961, Speoinlist Fourth Clonss Goorgo F. Fryott,
was repartol kidnnped by tho insurgent Viot Conge The 57th Trunaportation
Coopany cnd the 8th Tronsportation Conpany wore jointly olortod to propoaro

" to poss o large nwobor of troops ns soon as tho location of this inerican

soldiar wos dotorminod, Frantic proparations wore medo to continue noking
roady tho B=21's for this nmost inportont nission, On 2 Jonunry 1962, the

word was rocoivod and for tho first tino, o lorge numbor of treops wore dolivors.

od into an otherwlse wnnccossublo arods Ono thousand and thirty six (1,036)
troope woro flown into a hole in tho jungles This londing 2ono wos no pore
than 300 yards by 150 yardss Tho ground was soft and tho zono wos further
confined by isolntol trocos ond brush growing at ropdan, Tall, towaring junglo
trocs ridgod tho oron and tho Viot Cong roanod at will throughout this dcnso
foliogod aroa, Without incldont, thls nission waos porformed to tho ciwzanont
of the Viotnowso staff ond carnanlars who woro now grosping tho inmportanco of
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"holicoptors in their oporations and tho soiplcto froodan ond floxdibility

it would give thon in futuro.cctions,

& ono tino priority of tralning bocano our goal, Helicopters departed
regularly to train the Infentrymon on the minimum procedurss he must grasp
prior to being sent on an essault mission, In three monthe, the 57th Trans-
portrtion Campeny adequately treined 26, 364 men, We now had the flexibility
to move enywhere in the Mekong Delta Area and displace trained troops, At
first owed by the helicopters, the Vietnsmese scldler soom cama to look for=
ward to an assault by the helicopter, Slowly, the local comengers began to
employ the hellcopters more and more in less stereotyped missians, New ideas
were sought and in every case the pilots of the 57th Transportation Coampany
carried them out to the letter, An entire new concept in thinking rnd menuever
againat the insurgent forces made the helicopter the mcst desired toal in
their inventory., The ratio of men employed, to Viet Cong destroyed, tleerly
demonstrated the soundness of helicopter verticle envelopement. -

With the arrival of the Urited States Marine Squadron ceme an even great—
or lift cepability, Inste~d of fifteen choppers, we could now employ thirty
or more, The men of the 57th Transportation Conpany esgerly greeted. the
Marines and passed. on to them the experience that we had gained during the
many assault missions we had flown, On 22 April 1962, ancther first was
recorded for the 57th Transportation Campany, A mnssive mission of thirty (30)
helicopters, 1lifting 1,104 troops, flown jointly by United States Marines and
United States Army Helicopter pllots deecended upon a little lmowm erea in an
affort to suppross those who wish to owverthrow the govermment, With miniemm
plenning ard liasieon, the mission was performed in training-film style. Each
unit moving directly to the appointed place at the appainted time with split

secand timing,

On the 19th of July 1962, a tripie threat was passed against the Viet
Cong. On this day, for the first time, forty (40) helicopters deposited
their troops in an area south west of Ben Cat, These choppers were flown by
the 57th Transportation Campany, United States Marines, and Vietnamese Air
Force pillcts, Four hundred and eighty (480) soldiers were mnssed adjacent tc
a suspected Viet Cong strng point, Lamded in flooded rice paddies with mud
and water up to the waist amd chests of the deberking men, A feat deemed
impossible just a few short months ago.

As of the 24th of July 1962 this unit has flown 4,563 hours in support
of the Vietnomese forces. A grand total of 133,464 ton miles of cargo hava
been flown to assist this metion in its struggle for independence and freed-wm
fran the Viet Cong, 51,358 troops have been transported by helicopter to
insure the eventual defeat of the insurgents,

Flying as much as eight hundred ond fifty (830) hours a month we

* have clearly shown thrt helicopters have carved for themselves a notch

in history end have aded & new dimension to modern warfare,

The eyes of the world heve carefully followed the progress of this
unit, With true determination, cutstending Espirit-de~Corp and hcnest
dedicrtion we have lived in contempt to the dengers that surround us and
performed each and every mission to the best of our sbllity,

\"}?)L/fm @m/wﬂ.?
MILTCN P, CHERNE
Ma jor, TC
Coamanding
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the Army, to step forward to make

the award for the "Army Aviator of

the Year." (Applause).

REMARKS OF THE HONORABLE
STEPHEN AILES, UNDER SECRE-~
TARY OF THE ARMY;

"{adies and gentlemen, as you
all know, in South Vietnam these
days traditions of Army aviation
are being made on a daily basis -
traditions that will bolster Army
aviation for years to come.

Army Aviators over there are
risking their lives in a grim and
difficult and dirty war. I think it is
particularly fitting that the recipient
of the Award of "Army Aviator of
the Year"” be a man who is being
honored for his achievement in that
theater. 1 would like to ask Captain
Emmett F, Knight to come forward,
piease." {Applause).

REMARKS OF JAMES N, DAVIS,
PRESIDENT OF THE AAAA:
"Captain Emmett F. Knight has
been selected as "Army Aviator of
the Year" for 1962-1963 for his out-

THE ARMY VICE CHIEF OF STAFF,
GENERAL BARKSDALE HAMLETT, 13
SHOWN WITH CAPTAIN EMMETT F.
KNIGHT FOLLOWING THE LATTER'S
RECEIPT OF THE 198§2-1963 "ARMY
AVIATOR OF THE YEAR AWAHD.”
CITED FOR HISMANY ACHIEVEMENTS
WHILE SERVING IN VIETNAM, THE
AWANRDEE 13 CURRENTLYSERYING AS
A STUDENT AT USATSCH. (USA PHOTQ)

standing performance as Operations
Officer ol the 57th Aviation Company.

Captain Knight's development of
new and imaginative techniques for
the employment of rotary-wing air-
craft in the assault role contributed
greatly to the success of helicopter
operations in Vietnam." (Applause).

REMARKS OF CAPTAIN EMMETT
F. KNIGHT, U.S8. ARMY TRANS-
PORTATION SCHOOL, FT. EUSTIS,
VIRGINIA;

"Secretary Ailes asked me just a
minute ago if 1 wanted to say any=-
thing, and I told him I wouldn't feel
right if I couldn't lay off some ol the
blame for this on somebody else, so
thank you all very much.

I am indebted to all of you mem-
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bers of the Quad-A for this honor,
but my gratitude really remains
largely for the officers and men of
the 57th Transportation Company
with whom 1 had the honor to serve
in South Vietnam.

An Operationa Officer, as most of
you are aware, could real easily be
compared to a funnel. He primarily
acts as an agency through which the
individual talents and energies of
the members of the helicopter com-
pany can be directed into action.

ACKNOWLEDGMENT

1 would particularly like to thank
two proups within that organization.
Firat, the maintenance and enlisted
fiight personnel. No unit canoperate
successfully without the outstanding
quality which many of us in Army
aviatign have come (o accept as
routine. We had the finest.

Secondly, the people I dealt most
directly with over there - the war-
rant officer pilota. These are the
individuals within the Transportation
Light Helicopter Company who flew
the missions. Many of the warrant
officers in the 57th logged well over
300 hours of combat support time.
They were guaranteed aflight nearly
every day for the eleven months we
were in operation there. They per-
formed these missions - [ don't
need to tell you - in an outstanding
fashion.

The 57th deployed to South Viet-
nam in November of 1961 as a unit.
It was a fine company, and I can
only accept this Award with the full
knowledge that eachof the individuals
in that company can c¢laimownership
to a large part of it. Thank you very
much.” (Applause),

Oct.-Nov., 1963

REMARKS OF JAMES N, DAVIS,
PRESIDENT OF THE AAAA:

"The next award is the Hughes
Annual Award to the "Outstanding
Aviation Unit."” I would like to ask
the Vice Chief of Staff of the U.S,
Army, Genera! Barksdale Hamlett,
to come forward and presenti this
award." (Applause),

REMARKS OF GENERAL BARKS-
DALE HAMLETT, VICE CHIEF OF
STAFF, US, ARMY:

"Mr. Davis, Honored Guests, la-
dies and gentlemen. The Hughes
Award for the "QOutstanding Army
Aviation Unit" was established in
1960 by the Hughes Tool Company -
Aircraft Division.

The basis for selection is the
extent to which that unit, and I quote,
'made outstanding contributions to
or innovations in the employment of
Army aviation on and beyond the
normal mission assigned.'

PREVIOUS WINNERS

There have been three previous
recipients of this Award: in 1960,
the 1st Reconnaissance Squadron,
Fort Carson, Colorado; in 1961, the
937ih Engineer Company (Avn}, U.S,
Army, Caribbean; in 1962, the 45th
Transportation Battalion, of U.S,
Army, Pacific (Vietnamy),

This year, the Hughes Award is
being given to the Utility Tactical
Transport Company, U,S, Army, Pa~
cific (Vietnam). This title really
might be called a 'cover' because
this is an armed helicopter escort
and assault company. (Applause).

With us today we have the officer
who served as Commanding Officer
during the greater part of the period
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Dear.. Sirg. CHOLON
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THE BALLS OF AN AHMY HELICOPTER PILOT.
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THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

TO ALL WHO SHALL SEE THESE PRESENTS, GREETING:

THIS IS TO CERTIFY THAT

THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
BY EXECUTIVE ORDER, MAY 11, 1942

AUTHORIZED BY )
_ * HAS AWARDED
THE AIR MEDAL
TO
FOR

- MERITORIOUS AGHIEVEMENTY _
WHILE PARTICIPATING IN AERIAL FLIGHT
o E A tu_mnnnm-nn
“GIVEN UNDER MY HAND IN THE CITY OF WASHINGTON

: DAY OF sxn R

THIS M\
A% \[
. S LA % P Bk
JapEd ¥, OOLLIVG . H oF VIR amarY
Sutted Hatn by SR }
Comumier 3 Qule? L

AP0 143

SAN FBANCISCO, CALIFOBN]A
e B e

SBvoenied im appieciation for Aehing s amit oldain = tetal
U oo flinp Acsts. Bhs part pou ploged in making this et
sanading poal possiis exll lomy do  temevboted In e finld of
amiation. @tas Mefesioncliom’ s attained by fos and temembored

S8y
e NN e
N sngey:
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OIld 077 still wears a57th patch and is displayed at the U.S. Army
Transportation Museum, Fort Eustis, VA.
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by Colonsl Emmett F. Knight

Cnne-lnd to fill & need not fully recegnized, 1o form an overflying crest
Soldiers: organic, extended syes and sars and voice fiying above the best.
Waaving an overiapping seam aleng the edye of sir and ground

Commanders carried alofi, ranging with the guns and fiying to the sound.

Born forty ysara age to a fractious Army family of ground and Air Corps
Weaned in North Africs, itsly and France to a diet of workdwide wars.

in Asia and in Germany, all together in Army combat shoss
Concerned with bew best ta fight the snemy; theres were divergent views,

Army Aviation, formed with hiddan strengths of ingenufty and drive
With piiots performing alr ljal a new capabliity alive.
WMMMMGOMMM,M-MMMMIIWM
Flying tabric coversd “Qresshoppers,” Stinson snd Piper Cub.

lnuummumnrhommmhwmm.ﬂofm

8o the victorious nation reorfents resources and begins to starve the force.
The Alr Corps stilf flew, off into the biuve, by high performance seduced
leﬁ-ﬂmym-noldlduemlmgmhﬂewhhbnﬁmﬁ.

M.kmdbohld,ﬂnhnh-mroﬂhommhﬁrvﬂommhy
h-wofvmmwmmtnpm.nunynhn
Rotary wing for medevac, 8 Qodsend proven on that rugged Korean ground
mmm:-m;um«;mndwwhm

mum-w.mummmmwmmm
He Nils & void the Air Force can't, bis early promise grews.

Pianning, axpanded training, procursment and fogistics
HNelicoptor R&D tshes off, Rucker sxplodss, growth defles statistics.

Real survaifiance, and cargo fized wing craft above the best are Found
An integral part of Army combat strength; avistion units the world around.
Improved helicopters are developed for Increased support of the troops
In CONUS and Korea and Europe this ind Is beginning to run in groups.

Qrowing fasi, but thoss old cantsnkerous recips comprize the powser of the fleet
With brains and simew and bone structure in place, he's rapldly adding meat.
Then a major change — turbine power for muscle begins to appear st age fourtesn
Opening new horizons of sky cavairy; airmoblility Is ne longer just a dream.

At age twenty with alrcraft turning ohsolete, another war. .. “Play It sgain, Sam”™
Our willing crews will be sorely tasted in the jungle of Vietnam.

Soon Shawnees and Mojaves give way to lroguols and Chinooks.. . . then demr
The Carfbous are Josi 1o the Alr Force in that old roles and misslons scam.

Helicopters armed for combat soon help to dull the pain and by age twenty-five
A milastone passed, = final phass achieved, an airmoblle division is alive.

A hardened veteran then, with choppers rampant on the Vietnam combat scens
Army Aviation becomes highly visible on the home front TV screen.

S Nghting at age thirty, youthful vigor and power now fully mature

A proud warrior standing tall and straight, his massive strength secure.
Mauvied by the sver increasing intensity of that ynpopular far-off war,
Ne faces about to quit the Neld with a chagrin never suffered before.

8o home sgain, baltie scarred, proud, snd in need of rest and recuperation

Yot anxiows to refit and rearm before the next crisis to faca the nation.

Birt history repsats snew after sil our wars, the struggles will be sgain

T 0 compete for suddenly restricted resources amid the annui that foliows pain.

Army Aviation, combat proven today, but with the anxisty that middie age brings
Many sircrafl are oider than the flyers, and them drawing boards don't have wings.
The Russians have watched and listened; witn d owr inalrmobiiity
Their Nips and Ninds in quantity show thelr respect for helicopter capabiiity.

Thirty-nine and holding? No, that's a thing one can't achieve —Time moves on
And mow we face 8 scenario of radars and smart wespons in srgaaic schelon.
The future unfolds as ussal with predictable svents but at an acceleralting pace
And we in Army Avintion ars part of 2 frenzied technrology rece.

“The Byt at the end of the tunnel,” remember when ihat bromide first fleaw 7 !
There Is 8 new generation of fiying machines and we've actuslly bought = faw.
The Biack Nawhs are reaily superior and there wiil be a rejuvenated medium oo
Apaches are at the junction, without the Scouts per se but with ANIP in lisu.

But then take s look at the numbers and compare the production rate
Think & minute about helicopter sir-to-sir and now Ist's calculate.
Army Avintion at sge forty, resoiutely marches toward lis fate
Press on, oid warrior, forward, let's ensure that we're not too late.

Postscript

I'll bet you didn’t know that there was a
“poet” in the 57th, but this piece of
doggerel somehow emerged and was

printed as the centerfold for the 40th
birthday issue of the Aviation Digest

—————— M ————— T —————————————O
—— e ———— _and it kind of brings us up to date. Now

five years later, we could add a stanza
about V-22 tiltrotors and the next
generation Light Heticopter Experi-

mental (LHX).
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The reunion gathers force with a
meeting of these oid timers at Fi.
Rucker in the summer of '85. As Jim
Tarrant said when he sent the pictures,
"Intelligence: being able to identify
individuals in enclosed pictures.”
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" The latest H-21 to perch on the ramp at Boelng Vertol Company is

e ONG bearing tail number 54140, It is being restored there by
- . volunteers with a sincere affection for the ¢old Shawnee, and will
T subsequently be exhibited at the U.S. Navy Sea-Air-Space
4 Museum aboard the retired aircraft carrier “Intrepid.” The
. Intrepid is moored at pier B6 in New York City. ,

In actuality, 54140 has been made up from many hulks and parts
by the voiunteer group. Chief among them is Jack Fetsko, a
former Vertol service and marketing representative. Other former
employees and retirees involved are:

Jack Carey Bill Kay

Walt Davis Herb Kendall
Jacques Gordon Ed McKee
Ronald Hamp Chuck Miller
Jack Hawk John Murphy
Jim Imbesi Dan Oristaglio

Volunteers among employees currently working for Boeing
Vertol are:

Tom Albertson Bill Ripley

Ray Bebak Keith Rockcastle
Brian Boutilier Bob Samson
John D. Fetsko Dick Schaffer
Larry Kovatch John Watson

Hugh Prestilec

The Team

Back Row — Left to Right — Brian Woodcock, John Slattery, Brain Boutilier, Ray Bebak, John Watson, Tom Jenkins,
Bob Cicconi, Chuck Mitler, Ed McKee, Bob Swanson, Herb Kendall, Ron Hamp, Hugh
Mulvey, Bob Brubaker.

Front Row — Left to Right — Bill Ripley, Keith Rockcastle, Walt Davis, Bill Kay, Jack Hawk, Jacques Gordon, Tom
Albertson, Jack Carey, Jack Fetsko, John Fetsko, Larry Kovatch.

Not Pictured — John Murphy, Jim Imbesi, Don Oristaglio, Hugh Prestileo, Dick Schaffer
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Please excuse the holes, omissions and the mistakes In this story of
the 57th. It Is based on records which have been decimated by
everything from chewing puppies and government Issue termites to
decades of change of stations and lack of absolute recall... memory is
the second thlng to go, you know.

It is necessarily incompilete because 1t 1s pretty much limited to the time
that I was with the unlt. However, you will note that it Is loosely bound
so if you've got somethlng to punch all those little holes with, you can
add your own collections to lt.

Also, please hold Frank Plasecki and my current outfit, the Boeing Vertol
Company, blameless for this scrapbook. If you think It is a werthwhile
endeavor, In fact, they deserve our thanks for they helped with the
beginning and the end - the history of the CH-21, the helicopter stuff and
the restoration of the old Shawnee now underway In Philadelphia. And
they laild it all up and printed It gratis.

mmett F. Knight
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