
PH.AN RANG AIR BASE, VIETNAM 

VOLUME II, ISSUE 26 THE HAPPY VALLEY WEEKLY NOVEMBER 26, 1968 

THIRTEEN· 35th SPS Sentry, Dog Foll 
VC Sapper Penetration TryTO COLONEL 

Thirteen proved to be a "I feel lucky to be alive," s...id a 35th SPS sentry who 
lucky number for that number foiled a recent (Nov. 18} Viet Cong sapper attempt at Phan 
of Phan Rang lieutenant Rang AB. 
colonels recently. They were The sentry, AlC David L. Pierce was requested to make a 
the ones notified of their sweep of the base perimeter fence area with his sentry 
selection for temporary pro­ ,---------------dog after guard tower Juliet 
motion to full colonel. 'Luke' Record :a;::e:~:ement in the 1 a.m.They are: Alvin W. Banner 
and Joseph Fernandez, 35th "Rex and I had gone about 
TFW; George T. Dwyer, William SIi-a $ Unb ok 75 . yards down the road bor­
B. Maxson, William T. Shelton ,,, I~ l r:. e~n .dering the concertina wire 
Eugene E~ Rustad and Donald t:f;?& / ...,;q.,.,/cf' C,b.,,,,1;, ~ /:) fence when he stopped and 

Talk of "Cool Hand Luke" started sniffing. There wasB. Swenholt, 8th TBS; Niels 
H. Lund, 554th CES; Raymond and attempts on his 50-egg no breeze so it was hard for 
A. Youngberg, 834th ADIV; record in one hour by U.S. Rex to pick up a scent," 
Josep:t;i. R. Henry and William Army and Marine personnel led Airman Pierce said. 
J. Mayhall, 315th SOWG; Jack to an Air Force egg-eating "The dog was reluctant to 
A. Maret, 311th SOSQ; and assault by AlC Kirk W. Minert move so I flipped out my 
Robert E. StockhotJ.se, 309th A member of the engine flashlight and--lying there, 
SOSQ. conditioning branch, 35th FM&naked except for a black 

·----iAirman Minert recalls that breechcloth, staring up at me 
the . idea got started while was this VC. For a half-seaon 
his team was taking a break I though he was dead-and then 
after completing an F-100 jet I realized he was very much 
engine overhaul.. alive. He immediately at-

"I have something of a . tempted to run a way. 

FIREMEN TOPS 

JN VIETNAM 
reputation as a chow hound," "I dropped the light and 

i'Most Improved Fire Depart Minert said," and as _we , gave the challenge 'Halt, 
ment in Vietnam" is the honor talked of the 'Luke' movie Dung Lai'," he said, "and 
a.warded the Phan Rarig A1r and the recent attempts by that's when two more VC 
Base Fire Department PY other service branches to opened fire with automatic 
Seventh Air Force officials. match it, one said 'How many rifles a few yards behind me. 

The honor, a quarterly eggs can you. eat Kirk,.•" They were between the outer 
award, was for the period ' "I said I couldn't eat 50 and inner fen'ces •" 
from July 1 to Sept~ 30 of, • but could beat the Army re- "Their fire set off a trip 
this year. cord." flare and I could see them 

Selection criteria is On the day of the contest well and emptied three M-16 
based on effort expendeJ Lo- against time, Airman Minert clip~ at them. I beH ~..~ ::: 
ward fire prevention, extend did without his usual break- hit· one of them,but have you 
and effectiveness of training, fast, lunch and sunper. By ever tried to fire an M-16 
management procedures and 7:50 p.m., he felt hungry with one hand and control 75 
facilities and equipment im- enough to begin. More than pounds of excited dog with th 
provement. 100 squadron associates were other?" 

Lt. Col . James B. Robert s , there to witness the event. The VC fled into the da.rk-
commander, 35th CES and Base I had two peelers and two ness outside the perimeter 
Fire Marshal, credited the coaches-and a heck of a lot while Pierce was joined by 
fire department's "very com- of eggs. My goal was one egg other K-9 teams and security 
prehensive training program" per minute which lasted for policemen who swept the area 
with being a strong f act or in about 22 minutes. It took the to assure that no other 
taking the award. the remainder of the hour to members of the sapper team 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 6) had escaped detection. 
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Cof. TONY M. GREGET PILOTS GET 

KNOW YOUR C.OMMAND SATISFACTION 
Colonel Tony M. Greget is the new deputy commander . for 

operations for the 35th Tactical Fighter Wing. He arrived 
here following a year's duty as assistant deputy commander 
for operations with the • r-___,_;__, 

4531st TFW at Homestead AFB, 
Fla. 615th Names 

A native of San Pedro, 
Calif,, Colonel.Greget enter­
ed the Air Force through the Crew .. Chief 
aviation cadet program in 
1943. He completed basic Sgt. David C. Brooks was 
pilot training and received recently named. "Outstanding 
his commission at Luke AFB, • Crew Chief" for the 615th TFS 
Ariz., in June 1944. following an inspection of 

His overseas tours includE assigned squadron aircra:f't by 
two years on Okinawa (1946- representatives of the unit 
47), ten months in Korea commander. 
followed by three months The inspection t .eam, con-
again on Okinawa (1954-55), sisting of both operations 
England where he was and maintenance personnel, 
squadron operations officer selected Sergeant Brooks on 
and then commander of the the basis of his having the 
55th TFS, RAF Station cleanest aircra:f't, best 
Weathersfield {1959~63) and maintained aircra:f't, and the 
finally Germany where he neatness of aircraft forms. 
served first as commander, For his efforts, Sergeant 
81st TFS, Hahn AB, anq later Brooks was presented a 615th 
as commander, 417th TFS, TFS plaque denoting his 
Ramstein AB. achievement . 

He and his wife, the 
former Kathryn E. Snelson of 

Two F-100 Supersabre piletf 
from the 615th TFS recently 
bombed an enemy bunker 
complex in the III Corps 
ta~tical area with very sa­
tisfying· results, 

According to their forward 
air controller (FAC){Rash 
02), the strike pilots placed 
their ordnance with precision 
accuracy exactly on target as 
requested. 

Bomb damage assessment by 
the FAC was: 15 bunkers des­
troyrd, 1 military structure 
destroyed, 3 "L" shaped 
bunkers destroyed, 20 bunkers 
uncovered, 6 "L" shaped 
trenches uncovered and l 
bridge uncovered. 

The strike pilots, Capt. 
Ronald G. Swanson and 1st Lt. 
James D. Thames, credited th~ 
aircraft, configured with 
triple ejector -bomb racks, 
with the accurate bombing and 
increased loads that . made masf 
destruction of the complex · 
possible. 

Wilmington, Calif.·, have c.,ne 
daughter, Sandra Kay. GO TO CHURCH SUNDAY 
COMM KEEPS! SCHEDULE OF CHAPEL ACTIVITIES 

PROTESTANTWIRES OPEN Sunday: 10:30 a.m. and 7:30 p.m. Protestant Services 
"Providing The Reins of 9:15 a,m. Family Life Series 

Command" is the motto of the Monday: 10 a.m. • and 7:30 p,m. Think and Talk Series 
Air Force Communications Ser- Wednesday: 7:30 p.m. Meditation and Prayer

(2nd Wed - 6:15 p.m. - PMOC Cookout and Program)rice. This motto has never 
Thursday: 10 a.m. and 7:30 p.m. Ne.w Testament Seriesapplied more fully than to 

7:30 p.m. Choir Rehearsal (Morning)the men of the 1882nd Commu­
Friday: 7:30 p.m. Choir Rehearsal (Evening)nication Squadron's Telecom­

munications Centers. 
Church of Christ:The men of these centers Episcopal Service: 
Sunday: 7:30 a.m. and 7:30 p.m-.are charged with the respon- Sunday: 9:30 a.m. 

Worship Servicesibility of keeping th~ ~ase 
Wednesday: 7:3y p.m. Worst.:.t> --•: V.L'-"-in constant touch with other 

Latter Da Saints:bases and strategic points --Sunday: 3:30-5:30 Worship Servicearound the globe. 
The 28-man section may CATHOLIC 

car:y messages enta'ilin_g pro-Sunday: Mass 8:30 a.m. noon 6:30 p,m. 
motions, supply,_command po- Mon Sat: Mass noon 
licies or a multitude of Tuesday: 1:30 p.m. and 7 p.m. Catholic Instruction Classes 
other essential message!.i 8 p.m . .Marriage Enrichment Classes • 

Modern equipment kep Phn First Friday: Mass noon and 6:30 p.m. followed by Steak 
top-notch order assures . an Cookout 
Rang Air Base of expeditious s d Choir p t' 5 30un ay: rac ice : p.m. 
transmission of all messages. Confessions: One half hour before all Sunday Masses 

.,,, 
15 minutes before weekday Mass 
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Today is Thanksgiving Day! 
Happy Turkey to you. This 
year the Red Cross girls hav 
been chosen "K_.P. For A Day"! 
We will be serving 
Thanksgiving dinner in the 
Mess Halls; Dew Drop Inn'! 

The Dew Drop [ nn Has plan 
ned many activitiep for .next 
week and the month of Decem­
ber. *R&R nite we will show 
slides of the various R&R 
locations . *Art Nite is es­
pecially important because 
all pieces of.art will be 
given to Vietn~ese children. 
We request that if you have 
any talent whatsoever you 
help us out by helping us 
make Christ mas a little 
happier for these children . 
Supplies can be gotten at the 
ARC Center before hand, or 
you can work on these that 
nite at the center . Please 
help us. Thank you! 

The month of D.ecember is 
especially i~portant to all . 
Let's make this Christmas, 
although away from home , a 
special event in the lives 
of some well deserving 
children. We have lots of 
planned activities for this 
month . . 

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 28 
1:30 SHIFTWORKERS MATINEE 

•6:35 NEWS BRIEFS 
6:40 OPERATION ENTERTAINMENT 
7:30 EVENING NEWS 
8:00 PENTAGON FORUM 
8:30 DEAN MARTIN SHOW 
9:20 STAR 

10 :10 ·BIG VALLEY 
11 : 00 LATE NEWS 

FRIDAY , NOVEMBER 29 
1 : 30 SHIF'TWORKERS tv'.i.ATINEE 
6:35 NEWS BRIEFS 
6 : 40 PRIORITY 

·7:05 BIG PICTURE 
T: 30 EVENING NEWS 
8 : 00 ROWAN AND MARTIN 
8: 55 DRAGNE'r 
9:20 HOLLYWOOD PALACE 

10 :10 GUNSMOKE 
11~00 LATE NEWS 

SATURDAY , NOVEMBER 30 
1 :05 LAWRENCE WF~LK 
1 : 55 MELODY RANCH 
2:4 5 SPOR'I'S 

. 5:05 AMERICAN, SPORTSMAN 
5: 55 KRAF'r MUSIC HALL 
6:50 ARMED FORCES NEWS 

SPOTLIGHT 
7:05 VIETNAM REPORT 
7 : 30 EVENING NEWS 
8:00 JONATHAN WINTERS 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 2 
1:30 SHIFTWORKGRS MATINEE 

• 6: 35 NEWS BRIEFS 
6:40 THE MONKEES 
7 :05 INFORMATioti SPECIAL · 
7:30 EVENING R~PORT 
8:00 ANDY WILLIAMS SHOW 
8:55 DANIEL BOONE 
9:45 BEWITCHED 

10:10 WILD WILD WEST 
11:00 LATE NEWS 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 3 
7..:30 SHIFTWORKERS MATINEE 
6 :35 NEWS BRIEFS 
6:40 GE COLLEGE BOWL 
7:05 GET SMART 
7:30 EVENING REPORT 
8:00 RED SKELTON SHOW 
8:55 COMBAT 
9:45 CHANNEL'll THEATER 

11:00 LATE NEWS 

WEDNESDAY, D;ECEMBER 4 
1:30 SHIFTWORKERS MATINEE 
6:35 NEWS BRIEFS 
6: l.rn LUCY SHOW 
1:05 FELONY SQUAD 
7:30 EVENING REPORT 
8:00 SPECIAL 
8:55 DICK VAN DYKE SHOW 
9; 45 IRONSIDE 

10:10 JOEY BISHOP 
11:00 LATE NEWS 

Some of: these a.re: • 
Saturday, Dec. 7,- We will 

decorate the Dew Drop Inn for 
Christmas. We need all the 
help we can get so~- you men 
come on over and give us non-
talented ARC girls the expert 
touch of a ,man's hand. 

Monday, Dec 9 . -: This nite 
is dedicated to talent _._ We 
are going to have a talent 
show. If you are interested," 
please sir,n up ih the of fice 
a.t the Dew Drop Inn. You <ean 
practice at the center. For 
a special t reat the ARC girls 
are goi ng t o have a surprise 
entertainment act. ( 7) ! 

Saturday, Dec. 21.- This 
nite i s also dedic ated to art 
Again , all works of art will 
be g iven to children . 

•Monday , Dec. 23 . - Christ -
mas concert!! The enterta in­
ment will be , provide~ by 'I'he 
Ci sco Kids . T,hese men ar e 
really great so, come on over 
and hear t hem. 

Tuesday, Dec . 24. ­
Christmas caroline . 

8:55 MISSION IMPOSSIBLE 
9:45 SPECIAL 

11:00 LATE NEWS 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 1 
1:30 CHRISTOPHERS 
1: 45 SACRED HEAR'r . 
2:00 THE ANSWER 
2:30 SPECIAL 
3: 30 SPORTS 
5:25 PRO BOWLERS TOUR 
7 : 05 MY 'l'HREE SONS 
·7:30 EVENING NEWS 
8:00 ED SULLIVAN 
8:55 BONANZA 
9: 4 5 LATE SHOW 

11:00 LATE NEW3 
·:~,- ~ 
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RED CROSS 
HAPPENINGS 

THURSDAY 
YUM YUM TURKEY! 

FRIDAY 
Run it off 

SATURDAY 
Shuffle Board Tourney 

SUNDAY 
n&R i!lides. * 

MONDAY 
Art Nite. * 

TUESDAY 
Dcros Delight 

WEDNES DAY 
Fun ' N Go.mes 

TH UH::i DAY 
How Well Do .You Know Your 
States? 
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PROMOTION ROSTERS .REGEASED 

-

Numes of Phan Rang personnel selected for promotion to Al l eman, •Maurice E. Cullison, 
stnff, technica.l and master sergeant during the December Ronald J. Dreher, Bobby J. 
1968-- May 1969 cycle were released r ecently by CBPQ . . NamP.s Freeman, Nathan D. H-ill, 
and un i ts of those selected Willie A. Kitts, Pat McCabe 
arc : M. Clark, Robert I\.. Cole, John and William S. McCoy. 

35th SVC F. Collen, Richard Kulesa , 35th CES 
'l.'o tech; Franklin L . La rry L. Lairsey, ,Jame3 R. . 'I'o master; Richard M. 

Clark. 'T'o staff; Gua,jar J. Lenze , William B. McCoy, Hansen. To tech; Robert G. 
Mart inez, Gary L. Hughes, Russ e l L. Saylor, F.D. PheJ.ps. To staff; John A. 
Cha.res S. Sutton, Kenneth ,J. Robi nson, George A. Ruedeman, Brown, Juan A. Colon, Raymond 
Gordon, Juli an R• . Lucero and James J. Sauer, Jos e ph Cruz J r., Nicholas E. Husting 
Wallace Hart. Sorrento, Deroet r i ci Tru ij illo, Jimmie E. Joiner, Douglas L. 

03ltth Air Div. Joe J. Wellner, Robe rt J. McMurphy, Woodrow J. Michel, 
'I'o staff; Joe l E . Poor. Younts, Robert- H. Mondragon, Thomas" 

8th TBS 35th TFW H. Poupiot, Lawrenc e R. Sewer 
To master; Bobby R. Prit- To master; Lyle V. David A. St ev e ns, E ..J. 

chett. To staff; E. E Cantrell Bradford, Normand Langfelder, Thompson ,Jr . , and Talmadge 
Jr., David C. Carlson , ,Jame s Leonard L. Marshall, Paul R. Thomas. 
M. Compton, Ben,ja.min H. Br ooks E. Gernand, Eugene B. 35th 'J1NS 
Degeare II, Michael L. Dol.on, Holt, and Joe M. Lineberger. '.I1o master; Billy ,T. 
Jerry M. Elkin, Clyde L. To t ech ; Jerry D. Beshey, Bulli on . To t ech; H . ,J. 
Irwin , Kenneth A. Lee, Dorris Bobby ,J. Bunton, Louis A. Popolillo. To s t aff ; John T). 

D. Luckett, Charle s Mohrman , Demar tino, ,Toseph Deperro , Cope, Ke nneth A. Ki:z-':'r, P11l ph 
Floyd H. Pettit Jr. , Thoma .., Hair, Eel.we.rd. J . O'Hara, G. Lewis, J'ohnD. 1'\,:-C i rr.mon , 
Frederick E. Reyell, ,Tames A. fUchard 0 . . Sheridan and. Donald G. Neff, D:w ld L. 
Stickley, Donald E. 'I'aylor Joseph L. Strutton. ' To staff; Normand, Troy B. PhilJ.jps ,Jr . .. 
and David Vega Jr . · DalP R. Gamble, IUcbard L. and Gerald F. Slaybaugri. 

35th Dispe nsary Largent, · Boyd A. Lougbrige, 35th SPf-, 
'l'o staff; James W. Doering,Daniel W. Powell, Moses B. To ma.ster ; Edwani L. 

Randall J. Helfri c h, Alfred Sanches , Cleo W. Warren, Wi lliams. To tech; llobert H. 
H. Rocha, Charles E. ~;hearer, Robert D. Deey, Frank Ellenburg, Hog er .F: . L, ,;c uyer 
David J. Vallee and M. IL Esposito, G.L . Peterson, and Raymond R. Sidhu .· To 
Witenberger. Larry O. Pullen, Derial n. Sta.ff; Doug las T. ,_:;:i.d cl .i.n r_r;. ., 

352nd TFS Hoynolds, Lynwood J. Sanders Gary L. Hamilt on, B. T .. 
'l'otech; William C. Melton,and Robert H. Steele. Herrmann• Jr., Dona·d L .• Nc··, , 

Michael J. Shenar, Marvin R. 35th CSG Edward Piwowar ,;l<i, GJ e '.'1,·; r. 
Winton. To staff; Michael H. To master; Earl L. Boyer, He dmond, tlohn :0 . E, l mrno ;,;· .'1·. , 

Belcher, Carl J. , Bruno, Bobby Roman C. Hochhalter, Loyd. C. Vanghn N. Spann, · ~r,:1hn R , 
R. Carswell, Glenn M. Dee s , Olson and Vittor M.A. Saccone.'l'insley , fl. A . 1:rrou tru,"ln ,T:c ., 

No1.·man M. Dorminey, Jerry E. To tech; Hilton R . Biggs, Wendell W. Wal l n:ce , Drtr:iic.v lL 
Hammons, James P. Kuzma, David W. Bliston, Antonio Wi lliam ::'; ::rnd J c!.rry Jl: . i-!or;id ;:·, 

Allen G. Mentzel, Ronald J. Briceno, Paul G. Carey III, l13 ri t. h MMS 
Pavlik, Gary P. Reynolds, Joseph B. Carithers:, Hehry H. To nw.Gtcr ~ Hoy 1., . Mu.llin '.•X 
Joseph A. Schwab, ·Halph 'r. Mccarley, and Paul M. and ,Josc' ph F. Rus e c t t.n. . To 
Shafer, Kenneth H. Zege l. ' Richardson. To staff; Roy tech; H•::ih : r t Ci . Ueel~, ,Ji mmi e 

615th TF:, Alexander, Brooks H. Atherton ,C:. Catt ei- toi , John F. 
To master; John E. Col1ins.Doyce A. Bailey, Rodney f~; Esquibel, Willie L. Gri gg :=: , 

To tech; John A. Dcgout, Blount , Gerald F. Hurns, Wilson B. Hurhcs, De lbert 
Archie Q. E:vo.ns , Lc la.n ,J. ,James W. Cho.ndler, ,Je ffry L. Le e , lhiLlip G. Nn l .l ~.v- , 
Hittman nnd Do.ni cl. C. Newton. Cizek, Walter ,J . Dart ,Tr . , EJ,,,nod F: . 'rhomns and w· .N. 
To s t a ff; Dennis C. n~ khcef, Edwin L. Denni s, C.L . Youngquist ,Jr. 'l'o :-:, l, ,,n; 
Gcn0 r. Flliot t 1 Arthuro Mitchell, Ronald V. Roden, lhrz i e 'l ec Drewry, David ·H. · 
Gonz.ul e :, , H.E. ff,.mbc r~ r' r, Jesus Salazar , William R. D11Lw.. , Ghndnv: k liowRr<-l , ,John 
,Tohn S . Leo. , Henry Lovel a ce, Steele, Joseph R. Rt r uus and W. Ma tthews, Ke nneth C. 
G.l.c.•nn H. Bowl ett, ,Jo'.;r.p·h G. G11.ry A. . Warfield. Pjrlhop, Edward J. Radiker, 
:: c: hu t C, Gr: rn.Jd P . \-f,..1.1 Len; an ri 35th Supply nr,yrnond D. Ri:,r.;1~u , Geori:;e R. 

llnvi ,t W. W:1tson . To master; Abner n. Dnker ,S t, owe , nnd Wi llinm F. 

61 11 th 'l'F3 jf., Joseph J. Dorsey, ,Joseph Wh i. t; n.k cr. 

To t ~c h; William C. r. . Lrwc'lry, Law'renr. e Perlstein .Re s cue 
Barr-:0rri:1n , ·J r: ::;:.; c V. [)o r.i .; , and ,Jruncn Ge ssionr;. To tech~ To stnff; .J1}ffr cy L. 
T, ,1- ,:; ,· . F,:1ril-:.l i n, ,John Gco r 13,: H. Palmer, na lph M. Bail ey. 
i ,· 1 1,i•: 1: ·i11,i ',! i.l l i n.M B. lk Coy. ;.)o 1.bcrp; nnd 'J1 h0mn.s ii. . l, uy . (;00 Ph t;to 

To .-', ·1' T ; : ' liffo n l JL llatr:n. 'J'n r;, Laff ; C]ydc llolJ iwn._y , '!'c, 111 , 11:i.P1· ; Cl 1arl cs W. Dees. 

f ou:i.ld I, . Chnnc ey, Mi cbrwl • 1,:1 I r,· R. Adkins ,Tr. , R_ogc r N. ( COM'i'·r Ni i: •J ON rA Gi;; 6 ) 

- --- - - ------------ ------ - --- ------·- -------' 
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Wing P1'lots Aid Thanksgiving Mess·age 

ROK ·Operation PRESIDENT SENDS BEST WISH~ 
Pilots of the 35th Tacti- Nearly three and a half centuries ago, the first 

cal Fighter Wing were thanked Thanksgiving Day marked a pause in the harsh labors of the 
recently for their "outstand- Plymouth colonists. 
ing support rendered ... to It was a time for those who had survived the hardships 
Operation Peng Ma (White- of the severe winter to enjoy the bounty of a full harvest 
horse) #9," and to thank God for his many blessings. Not the least of 

In a letter, Air Force Lt. these was the sense of freedom they found in the wil'derness 
Col. John W. Kierman, air of this vast and yet uncharted land. 
liaison officer, 9th Republic We .are humbled as we look back to that day and recall 
or Korea (ROK) Infantry Divi- the achievements of so many Americans, in all walks of 
sion, extended the apprecia- life, who enriched the bounty of our soil and extended the 
tion of Maj. Gen. Chang Hun blessings that God had showered upon our founding fathers. 
Yu, commanding general, 9th Foremost among those whom we remember on this day, are 
ROK Infantry Di.vision, and of the brave men and women in uniform ..rhose sacrifices have 
the Division Tactical Air protected our nation and preserved our cherished heritage 
Control Party (USAF). of ·freedom. We are one in gratitude on this Thanksgiving 

"The outcome was a resound Day as we are reminded of your constant courage and un-
ing success for the Korean 
forces, has significantly 
lessened the threat against 
Nha Trang Air _Base and the 
city of Nha Trang, and wa~ a 
fitting 18th anniversary 
triumph for the 9th ROK In-
fantry ·Division," he wrote. 

The efforts of your com­
imand, he continued, "made a 
major contribution to the 
successful outcome of the 
operation. I consider the 
overwhelmingly favorable 
ration between friel).dly an9-
·enemy casualties as prima
facie evidence of the effec-

questioned devotion to this country. For thanks to you, 
there is hope in the homes of America today, and the hearts 
of America are free from fear. 

Mrs. Johnson, our family and I send you our warmest 
w~shes for a Thanksgiving celebration that brings each of 
you·the same satisfaction and joy which you have brought to 
us-~and all your fellow countrymen. 

LYNDON B. JOHNSON 
President of the United States 

......-•----t 

Yellow Jacket Pilots Have 
A Good Day For Strikes 

F-100 Supersabre Pilots from the 352nd TFS "Yellow 
tiveness of the air support." Jackets" recently had a number of good combat sorties over 

Although official "killed South Vietnam all in one day. Three of the missions were 
by air" figures had ·not been flown in support of Free World forces near Binh Tuy in IV . 

. released, the enemy took 382 Corps, in the southern part of the republic. 
-soldiers .killed in the Commenting of his own mission, Capt. Henry J. Pirkkala 
operation, and nine wounded. Jr, said, "We had several structures in the open and .the ._.____;__________..,_____ _ _ _ _ _ forward air controller (FAC} 

352nd DESTROYS GUN POSITION 
Two F-100 Supersabre pilot of the 352nd TFS were recent-

ly credited with destroying an automatic weapon position in 
a strike southwest of Pleiku. 

One of the pilots was Capt.around the aircraft . 
Douglas J. Cook. ' 

"When we arrived at the 
scene there was another air-
strike going on and the air-
craft were taking heavy 
ground fire," Captain Cook 
said. "We dropped down 
through the overcast and 
dropped some bombs so we 
could find -exactly where the 
ground fire wa.s coming from. 

"We were going in Just 
about as fast as we could go,'killed by air (KBA). 
Captain Cook said. "It was Maj~. _Donald W. u,..•.:-•-:: 
difficult putting all the described what happened on 
bombs on the target with all the mission that he flew with 
those tracers coming right at Lt. Col. Robert D. Hook like 
us. In fa.ct it was a little 
terrifying. We didn't take 
any hits though--it was 
amazing--! Just couldn't 
believe that I hadn't been 

Then all of a sudden we could hit." 
see smoke and dust coming up His mission accounted for 
from where the guns were the de struction of one 
firing. There were tracers weapon . 
and explosions flying a.11 

saw ground fire on every pass 
we made." The end result of 
the supersabre jockey's mis-
sion was seven enemy structu­
res destroyed, six damaged, 
four sampans destroyed, four 
bunkers destroyed and an 
estimated eight enemy soldier! 

this, "There were numerous 
structures visible through .the 
trees. Our bombs were all on 
ta.rget and one hit a structu-
re and yielded a large se-
condary explosion. 

11 

Still another strike was 
made against a suspected 
company sized VC supply area 

(COijTINUED ON PAGE 6) 
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Y~Uot1 Jacltet Pilots ... lPROMOTIONS ... ., 

• • ( CON'l'INUf~D FHOM PAGE 5) ; CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4)~l 
only eight miles from the end of the runway a:t,~Jhan. Rang. •To staff, Lawrence W. Beacom, 
The pilot destroyed a bunker and uncovered several trails ' Donald W. Bowman and Ernest 

~eading into the ar~a, a.s wel~l.1:~.. ~~.'.::.~~~~--~.. ~ll~-~~-~~9--.!!.~-:~ W. Erickson • • 
1n the area. I 554th CES 

"Our FA_C had quite a 1 To master; William D. 
number of · targets for us, - Chute Pack1'ng !Bowdre, Palmer P. Jenkins, 
"said Capt. Rowland D. . 1Albert F. Jesse and Ronald E. 
Stanley of the mission he Jstephens. To tech; James R. 

flew with Capt• . Winston J. IM~tc~lf' Harry w. Morse'Ser,·ous Job 
Barr. , w1ll1am A. Pinto and Robert 

"Poor visibility and {E. Walters. To staff; Dan W. 
heavy overgrow.th of_the tar- /Bateman, Alb_ert A. Clark, 
get area obscured much of th Aircraft of the 35th }Divid I<'. Dixon, Robe.rt W. 
detail from us, "he continu- Tactical Fighter Wing here fLong, William H. Messler, . 
ed", and when the ·FAC start- fly well over .a hundred sor- IRamiro L. Pazos, Charles R. 
ed givings us the bomb dama- ties per day. Though all 1Rice, K.A. Romanelli, Vernon 
ge assesment (BDA) and more these aircraft are different jE. Schwarz, Dennis H. Takaki, 
BDA, we were really over- s~zes and are used r'or a mul- Robert C. Tucker, Melvin C. 
whelmed and pleased.u titude of purposes, they all Waddell, Earl T. Williams, 

The final mission was have one thing in common. Richard R. Wise and Danny R. 
flown by Capt. Colin A. Each aircraft depends on .Young. 
Clarke, 33, Bothell, Wash., parachutes, 120th TFS 
and First Lieutenant Wendell The task of maintaining To master; Wayland D. 
L. Cook. !and packing these 'chutes for Boyle, Donald H; Ford and Ray 

Captain Clarke commented~ use is the job of the 35th E. Zoren:s. To tech; Michael1· 

"The FAC spotted a bunch of FMS Parachute Shop. J. Valiant. To staff; Kenneth 
VC run into some bunkers. NCOIC of the shop, MSgt. E. Blazer, Glenn H. Brocker,I 
'rhe first '750' was right on George H. Puckett, commented, ,Terrall M. Goldman, David L. 
it, destroying it completely'.'! "We pack every chute as if it Hatch, Richard E. Ha.tz , Harle. 

The final BDA for the five!we a 'life or death' matter, . jG . Slatton and Robert C. 
sorties was 20 enemy struc- ibecatise it is! 11 (Stevenson. 
tures destroyed, 11 ffamaged, Two kinds of chutes are 35th AEMS 

• J 

17 bunkers destroyed, 2 dama- packed in this_shop; drag To master, Modestine A. 
ged, · and 6 sampans destroyed. chutes that hel p brake the Rullo and Roy W. Williams. To 
·The high flying "Yellow ,jet powered ai r craft on land- teeh; Charles Garcia. To 
Jackets" also were credited ing, and personnel chutes Staff; Richard E. Davis, Davi 
with . one KBA (body count) antlj that the pilots wear. • . • E. Fortney, Patrick E. Garret 
13 KBA estimated. Add to thatj . "Of the two chutes," said Gintuatas J. Mekesa, Harold 
two secondary fires and two iSergeant Puckett;" the p~r- J. Ouellette, James D. Powell, 
secondary explosions and 200 ; sonnel chute takes longer to W.E. Simmons Jr., Burl E. 
meters of trench destroyed, ' pack. It's bigger and harder Spainhower and John F. 
and indeed it .' s obvious that to handle. Every personnel Williams II. 
the pilots of the 352nd did chute is packed as if it will 504 TASS 
have a good day, in fact, a i surely be used, though they To tech; Robert E. Barlow, 

!.:.:!.l~~~~-~a~ ,:•.n•· •=-~·- ·~"·~·-·-,.~ sel~~~e:r;i~ge~s in this ~!!~a~te~~ :t:~~;J~~~lf~1i!0 

. LUJI/E 1section include AlC .John C. J. Wight. 
!'\ • • • 

(CONTINUED FROM PAG~ 1) 
get the next dozen down," he 
said. Coaching Airman Minert 
during his marathon werp 
SSgt. Wilburn E. Willis a.nd 
Sgt. Harold Henderson while 
SSgt. Craig Johnson served 
as official eEg counter, 
Bret R. Stagg was official 
,1udr;e and time keeper and 
Sgt. Berna.rd D. Shively was 
"load team" and advisor, all 
bf the 35th FMS. 

Eggs were provided through 
the courtesy of SSgt. Edward 
P. Dray and his brother,· PFC 
Patrick J. Dray who is with 
the 21st se,s . 

Getz, SSgt. Elmer E. Over- . 35th FMS 
street, and AlC Alvin E. To master,; F.A. Thebado Jr. 
Tackett. To tech; Edward. P. Dray, 

Gerald L. Feagan. 
(CONTINUED NEXT WEEK) 
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