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Many Americans are aware of the names, and accomplishments, of the top 

American commanders in Vietnam, men such as generals William Westmoreland 

or Creighton Abrams. However most are not aware of their enlisted counterparts, 

the ranking non-commissioned officers during the war who often served without 

publicity, quietly and effectively doing their jobs. In the Army aviatidn f_i-eld a 

couple of names stand out, SGM Cyril G. Manning, Aviation Soldier of the Year 

1964, and lSG Joseph White, both of whose careers encompassed multiple tours 

in Vietnam, effectively spanning most phases of the V:Jar. 

Those of us interested in Army aviation history, heraldry and insignia got to know 

Joe White when he was with the pioneering 11 Knights of the Air" 114th Assault 

Helicopter Company (Air Mobile light) ii:, Vietnam. Joe, with his passion for 

collecting military insignia, was kind enough to offer to share the 114th's unit's 

history and patches with others. His career continued in Vietnam, most of it spent 

in the Delta, where he served with the 164th Combat Aviation Group and ended 

up with the unique 18th Corps Aviation Company in late 1972. He was a charter 

member of that select group known as "Delta Legends," exceptional individuals, 

officers, warrants and non-commissioned officers, who served two or more tours 

with the same, or different, units in the Delta. 

After retirement Joe's interest and significant contribution to Army aviat,ion 
continued. He was ever helpful to the many historians who sought his support 

and advice, giving freely of his time and knowledge. Althou~h he often rever saw 
results of his labors, his love of and devo_tion to Army aviation caused him to 
persist, tireless(y, in his endeavors. Now is a fitting time to acknowledge and 
honor the many accomplishments and contributions of lSG Joseph A. White to 

Army Aviation history, particularly during the Vietnam' War 1961-1973. 



Aug 65 - Dec 65 - HHC, 3rd Infantry Brigade (S2/3 Air Operations) 

1st Cavalry Diyision (AM} An K~e, RVN Dec 65 - Sep 66 -HHC, 11th 

Combat Aviation Group 

NCOIC - An Khe Army Airfield Command 

Jun 67 - Jun 68 - 114th Assault Helicopter Company - Vinh Long 

13th Combat Aviation Battalion_164th Combat Aviation Group 

Jun 68 - Nov 68 - HHC, 164th Combat Aviation Group - Can Tho 

NCOIC - S2/3 Air Operations 

Apr 69 - Apr 70 - HHC, 34th General Support Group (AM&R) - Saigon 

NCOIC - DPO (Directorate Plans & Operations) 

Jan 71 - Jun 71 - 1SG - 165th Transportation Company (AMS) Phu Loi 

Jun 71 - Dec 71 - lSG - 214th Combat Aviation Battalion - Vinh Long 

Jul 72 - Nov 7~ - 1SG - HHC, 164th Combat Aviation Group - Can Tho 

Nov 72 - Jan 73 - lSG - 18th Corp Aviation Company - Can Tho 

Jan 73 - Mar 73 1SG - 18th CAC - Can Tho Assigned to US Embassy 

after the US Army departed. To fly UN; ICCS and NVA/VC Peace Teams 

through the Mekong Delta to observe peace stand-down. 



Awards, Decorations and Badges 

Distinguished Flying Cross 

Bronze Star Medal with 5 OLC. Army Commendation Medal with 4 OLC. 

Air Medal with 4 OLC. Purple Heart. Presidential Unit Citation. 

Valorous Unit Citation. Meritorious Unit Citation. 

Good Conduct Medal w/Sth Award. National Defense Svc Medal w/OLC. 

RVN Service Medal - 3 Silver Stars - 2 Bronze Stars 

RVN Cross Gallantry - 5th Award. RVN Cross Gallantry Fourager. 

RVN Staff Medal. RVN Campaign Medal. 

Combat Infantryman Badge. Master Aircraft Crew Member Badge. 

Crew Chief Mechanic's Badge. 11th Air Assault Div Air Assault Badge. 
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114th Assault Helicopter Company 
Major Robert W . Reid, Commanding 
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seRVING rtte U.S. AtudED FOR('SS IN THE DELTA 

Can Tho, Republic of Vi~tnarn ' 

lSG has over 8,000 medals 
By SPS Stirn Berry 

VINH LONG ARMY 
AIRFIELD, - First Sergeant 
Josepb A. White is winging hls 
way toward a goaJ. His ambition 
is to have the most complete 
collection of military aviator's 
wings in existence. 

Already the first sergeant of 
Headquarters) H eadquarlers 
Company. 2 14th Combat 
Aviation Battalion has interested 
the Smithsonian Institute, 
National Air Museum and tl1e 
Naval Aviation Museum in his 
hobby. 

ISG Wlute's collection of 
wings number more than 8,000 
sets, and date from the early 
ye~s of the 20th century·, when 
flying was in its pioneer period, 

- to today's wings worn by 
astronauts. The first sc.rgeanr 

· values his collection so highly 
that he has it protected by the 
famous insurance c-0mpany 
Lloyd's of London. 

The wing collecting fanatic 
first became interested in his 
.bobby while: semng a tour of 
duty in Gennany 12 years ago. 

'•While attached to German 
Army Headquarters," he 
explained, .... met a former -
World Wu U Messerschmidt 
Pilot who had a few set, of 
wtna:a. He told me some good 
1tortu and that ,ot me 
i11tert,at'4." 

Sll'\c.:1 th1, Um, hb co1l1cUon 

has expanded from United 
States and Gennan wings to 
include wings from Austria, 
Australia, Bavaria, Belgium, 
Bu l gar 1a, Canada~ Denmark, 
France, Hungary, Isrsel, India, 
J ta.ly. the Netherlands, Slovak 
(Czecl1oslovakia pilots who new 
for Nazi~Germany), South 
Africa, Switzerland, Sweden, 
Turkey and Uruguay. 

Included in the United States 
_portion of the collection is one 
of the origianl 14 badges 
awarded to Army aviators in 
1913. One of these was awarded 
to Second Lieutenan l H. A. 
Arnold. Before Lt. Arnold's 
military career was over, he 
became Ch.ief of the U.S. Anny 
Air Corps during World War n 
and a 5-star ~cneral. 

Besides Army · and Air Force 
wings, the first sergeant has 
wings worn by aviators of the 
U.S. Navy, Marine ColJ)s and 
Coast Guard units. from their 
first authorized wings in 1917 to 
the present-day U.S. Navy 
Astronaut wings. 

In searching out wings, badges 
and Insignia, ) SG White has 
came in contact with somo 
fabuloth fltou, aii'ch as 
Jacq_uolino Cockran, 
Rickenbacker, Gen. H. A. 
Arnold, Sikon.kY and othon. _ 

AD OX&Jl>le of ont of hll 
tamou, cnnt•~t• It Colontl Ham 
l\ud1l. , • rorm,r s,uu ,uot fer 

Nazi Germany, who flt;w more 
lhan 2,000 missions on thl: 
Russian front. and caitsed 
adolph 'fhUer to 1nvcnt six new 
decorations jus1 for him. One is 
an expensin medal studded with 
jewels which tl,e German 
d.ict11tor presented himself. l SG 

. White purchased this badi;e, the 
only one of its kind in the 
world, while he was stationed 
with t'he German High 
Command He3dquartets in an 
advisory c.apacity for $500. 

Ano th er contact is Sgt. 
William Reilly, who shot down 
three planes flying with the 
Royal Australian Air Force in 
the Battle of Britian and in the 
Pacific. Reilly, who finally lost a 
leg in combat and today 
operates a store in Australia, 
sent lSG Whlte a pair · of win&s 

. be wore on his wartime tunic 
The hobby js rurther enlarged 

by photographs of military 
aviabon during World War 1. The 
collection numbers over l00 
different pictures. 

Each item in lbe wing 
cQtlection baa a story 
accompanyins it to tell abou·t ur 
heroes both put and pn,&ent, 
roak.ina aviation bittory come 
alive r,om the nyina Jonny to 
ataco ap roe kot1. To tell tho 
11-ory or IVhthun wlnp. ISG 
Whit• ii l.n th, proc•• of writint 
9l 1foH1 wtW 111 .... ,wtunl *"'"'' II hll RM•• 



Mg Allen Burdett Jr ca, 1st.Aviation bde VN. 

lrtSpects Joe Whites wing collection, TSN. AFB .Saigon 



THIS INVOLVES ANOTHER CLOSE CALL WHICH I HAD IN ViIETNAMo I HAD 
GONE TO SAIGt'I'N TO 'VISIT SOME WOUNDED PERSONNEL AT THE S.!iIGON 
GENERAL HOSPITAL. I REMAINDED OVERNIGHT AND WENT OUT TO THE "GOLF 
COURSE" WHICH WAS OUR NAME FOR THE ARMY' s HELIPORT IN SAIGON 
TW BUM A RIDE BACK TO MY UNIT AT CAN THOo I ARRIVED AT THE FLIGHT 
OPERATIONS DESK AND SIGN UP FOR A RIDE TO CAN THO ON THE FIRST 
AVAILABLE AI RCRAFT RETURNING THEREo ABOUT TWO OR THREE HOURS 
LATER ONE OF MY UNIT 0 S OWN AIRCRAFT, A CH-47 ARRIVED TO DROP 
OFF SOME SUPPLIES AND WAS RETURNING BACK EMPTY.o I WAS BOOKED ON 
THiS FLIGHT ALONG WITH 20 OR JO OTHER PERSONNEL. RETURNING TO THEIR 
UNITS 0 THERE WOULD BE ANOTHER HOUR DELAY WHILE . THE CREW HAD 
LUNCHo 

WHILE SITTING THERE AT OPERATIONS A C'OLONEL FRIEND OF MINE 
HAPPEN TO PASS BY AND ASKED ME WHAT I WAS DOING HANSING AROUND 
OPNSo I TOLD H~M I WAS WAITING FOR A RIDE TO CAN THOn HE TOLD 
ME HE HAD HIS OWN AIRCRAFT AND IF I DIDN'T MINE FLYING AS CO­
PILOT TO YUNG TAU WITH HIM, HE'LD THEN DROP ME OFF AT CAN THOn 
SINCE HE HAD A MUCH FASTER AIRCRAFT I DECIDED TO GO WITH MIM. 
WE FLEW TO YUNG TAU BUT GO'F SIDE-TRACKED WITH SOME MUTAL FRIENDS 
WE HAD RUN INTO• BUT EVENTUALLY WE TOOK OFF' n 

HE DROP ME OFF! AT CAN THO AND I WALKED INTO MY ORDERLY ROOM WHERE 
THE UNIT SECRETARY PROMPTLY SCREAMEDo EVERYBODY HAD LOOKED AT ME 
LIKE I WAS A GHOST. . . 

IT WAS THEN I FOUND OUT THAT THE AIRCRAFT I WAS SCHEDUI$D TO RE­
TURNED ON HAD· BEEN SHOT DOWN WITH ENEIVIT ROCKETS KILLING ALL ON 
BOARD HER. SINCE I HAD NOT HAD MY NAME REMOVED FROM THHI FLIGHT 
MANIFEST FOR THE AIRCRAFT, AND AFTER CALLING SAIGON OPERATIONS, 
HAS ASSUMED I WAS ON HER WHEN SHE WAS SHOT DOWN. 

I PROMPTLY VOLUNTEERED TO GO OUT ON BODY .RECEOVERY ALTHOUGH IN 
ENEMY TERRIORITY'• 
""---~-------------..---.:..___,~---,---------'---, 

' 

PASSENGER NAME A 0 
FLIGHT NO./DATE 

FLIGHT LUNCH STAMP 

l 







The_ Vietht.U'V\ VeteraJ'\5 of AMerica, Chapter 32 QueeJ'ts, New York arraJ't,ged 

for Joe White's burial at_ Ca(vertoJ't No.tiohaf. ceMetery OJ'\ Oct. 1-4, 2008 .• 

Rest In peace Joe. 1928 - 2008 
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