
• [ l • USAF UNIT LINEAGE AHO HONORS 

_. r•IT ~E>OGHATOON 

(, 12th Plyin& 'l'rdning \ling 
- STATUS COMPONENT OF 

D ACTIVE I~] REGULAR AIR FORCE 

[!J INACTIVE [_] AIR FORCE RESERVE 

D DISBANDED D AIR NATIONAL GUARD 

Cl UNALLOTTED 

LINEAGE 

ASSIGNED TO 
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Cou,ttuted 12th Ftghter-Eacort Wing on 2T Oct 1950. ActiTated on 1 NoT 1950. 

Redeeignated: 12th Strategic P'igl1ter \Ting on 20 .Tan 1953, 12th Flghter-Dq 

\llag on 1 Jul 1951. Inactivated on 8 Je:a 1958. Redeaignated 12th Tactical 

Yigl:ater W1D8, and a.ctivated, on 17 Apr 1962. Organised on 25 Apr 1962. 

InactiTated on 17 lfov 19Tl. RecSedgnated 12th Flying Training \11~ on 22 

Mar 1972. To be activated on/about 1 Mq 1972. 

\ 
I 

SEE AFP 210-l-4 

HONORS (5 .. rnerH aid• for Ii alln11) 

SERVICE STREAMERS: None CAMPAIGN STREAMERS: '!'ell 

ARROWHEADS: W'one oEcoRA noNs: Swen 

PREPARED BY 

USAF HISTORICAL DIVISION, AEROSPACE STUDIES INSTITUTE, MAXWELL AFB, ALABAMA 

DA TE PREPARED 

18 Apr 19T2 

PREY EDI T WILL bE UIIEO 

DATA THRU 

22 Mar 1972 

APPROVED BY 

J' ... • •• ka'-M, 3r. CJ:det, 
u1., RNb Br. Hi■\ Raoh DlT 

... 



SERVICE HREAMERS y '- entrg1 aurma 
. 

1·1oooler ul Operotluna (W#I) y - -Chino Oelenalw• 
-

. 
~----· -

Chino Olfenal,.. 
. 

•4mericun ·rheoter ' (WWII) 
~ - -

EAME Theater !WWII) Aleutlon talanda 

Aaiotic-Pociflc Thout•r (WWII) Air CuR1bot 

Antlaubrnorlne 
.. 

Kore on T h•at■r ( Kor■on Wor I 

Viotnom Koreon Wor 

C.AMPAIGH STREAMER$ UH D•lenalve -
WMld Wm I UH Offenalu 

Somme Dal■n•lw■ CC F In terventi on 

Lya F lr•t UH Count•roff ■ nalv ■ 

C homooona • Morn• CCF Spring Offen•lv ■ 

Aiano•Morn■ UH Summer-Foll Off■n•I•• 

Sari,me Ofl■ nslv• Second Korean Winter . 
Oi5e -A isn• K•••o Summo;•Foll, 1952 

S,. Mihiel Th lrd Korean W In tar -
Meuse• Aroonn■ Korea Sum••••F oll, 1953 

V letno111 I . 
l Deteue 
X - Air 
X Air 0,, ... 1 .... \ . .. 

World Wor II, Arner icon Theater J Air Offu1lv._ ~--- II ., 

Anti •ubmor In■ X .U.r O:t=:~ye .. :-- - !It 
y World Wor II, EAME Theater X Air/On .. . t : . 
y Eyypt-Libyo I Alr Otteulft, PbaN IV 

Alger lo •French Morocco J!~"l!.L.1 .. Jl .! ,m.,.691- £ i; ----ii .... 

X T uniaio X 8 "'al. lo60 
X 

- •• - • •-•• • • - ••-a,.. 

'vt.tar-8'DI' Sicilv X .IMC 10TO 
y Hanle a• r nnnjo PECORA TIOHS . 

An,io Ol•tlngul•hecl / Presldenllaf Unit Citation (AF) 

X Rume •Arno 

Southc,rn France DUC North Africa and Sicily 
Horth Aoennin•• Oct 42 - 17 Aug 43 
Po Volley 

Air Olfenalve, Europe 

Normandy 

Hocthern Fronce 

Rhineland 

Ardenn■• • A laac■ 

Centra l E uroo• 

Air Combat 

Anti,ubmorine 

World War 11, 1 .. 1at1c • Pacific Th■uter AF Outatondlng Unit Awards v/CGllba\ ''V" 
Philippine l•land1 15 Oat 1965-JO tcq 1966, 

- · Eaat Indies 1 Ju 19C6-31 ,-, , 19'7 i 
Popuo 1 Ja 19'1-Jl aicq 19681 
Cuodolconol 1 J• 1968-'1, t,tq 1969, 
Northern Solomon• 1 Ja 1969-'1 MN- .1910, 

' Bl1111arck Archipelouo 1 A~r 1910-21. Oo\ 1911. 
Hew Guinea ,,.:) F en.> fl // a<:-r 7 3 
Leyt■ 

forel9n 
Lua on Bepublf.o ot ftetlwa O.U..v,, Croala 
S...,th■rn Phllipplnu vt\11 Pel.ll 1 1 ,:p 1910-21 On 19T1. 
Ccntrul Pacific 15 Oct 65 - 10 Nov 71 
E 01tern Mondote1 

We,t■ rn Pacific 

Ryukyu• 

Air Offen a Iv e, Other .A • C .. ?~..., Japan 
I c..l.J. I ,< f(J u,nd I~ d'-'-- )3 

I Burma 

lndlo•Burmo 
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12th P'l'W - 3 

ASSIGNMENTS. Second Air Force, 111oY 1950; Eighth Air Force, 5 Dec 1950; 

42d Air Divieion, 9 Apr 1951-8 Jan 1958 (attached to 7th Air Diri ■ion, a. 20 

Jul-c. 30 Nov 1951 ; 39th Air Division ffieten■i/, 18 ~.ay-10 Aug 1953; 39th Air 

Diviaion LDeten•~7. 10 May-7 Aug 1954). Tactical Air Command, 17 Apr 1962; 

Ninth Air Force, 25 Apr 1962; 836th Air Dividon, 1 Jul 1962; 2d Air Diridon, 

B Nov 1965; Seven·tb Air Force , 1 Apr 1966-17 NoT 1971. 

TACTICAL C0MP0NJ:!lrrs : 12th Fi ghter-E11cort Group: 1 1IOT 1950-16 Jun 1952 ( ~ot 

operatioll&l, 10 Feb 1951- 16 ,Twi 1952). 43d Tactical l"igbter Squadron: · 

attached, 6 Nov 1965--c. 4 ,TM 1966. 45th Tactical Jl'igbter Squadron: attached, 

' 8 May-1 Jul 1962. 389th Tactictl Fighter Gquadron: 31 Mar 1970-15 Oct 1971. 

391st Tactical. Fighter Squadron : attached, 26 Jan-22 Jun 1966, aa11igned 23 

Jun 1966- 22 Jul 1968. 480th Tactical Fighter Bquadro~: 31 Mar 1970-17 ffov 

1971, • 555th Tactical Fighter Squadron : 8 Jan 1964-25 Mar 1966 (detached, 8 
, 

Dec 196~-18 Mar 1965 ; 6 Nov 1965-25 Mar 1966). 557th Tactical Fighter Squadron: 

25 Apr 1962- 8 Nov 1965 ; 1 Dec 1965- 31 V.ar 1970 (not Operational, 10-31 Mar 

l.970). 558th Tactical Fighter Squadron : 25 Apr 1962- 31 Mar 1970 (detached, 

9 Mar- 16 Jun 1965 ; 3 Feb- 22 Jul 1968; not operational, 10-31 Mar 1970). 559th 

Fighter-Eecort (later, Strategic Fighter~ Fighter-Day; Tactical Jl'ighter) 

Squadron: attached 10 ¥eb 1951- 16 Jwi 1952, assigned 16 Jun 1952-8 Jan 1956; 

a11aigned 25 Apr 1962- 8 NoT 1965 (detach.ad, 9 Jun-7 Sep 1965); u■igned 21 Dec 

1965-31 Mar 1970 (not operational, 23-31 Mar 1970). 560th Jl'igbter-Eeaort 

(l.at.er, Stre.tegic Fighter, Fighter-Dey) Squadron: attached 10 Feb 1951-16 

Jwi 1952, aa■igned 16 Jwi 1952-8 Jan 1958. 56111t Fighter-B■oort (later, 

Strategic Fighter ; P'igbter-Dey) Squadron: attached 10 Feb 1951-1 Apr 1952, 

assigned 16 Jun 1952- 8 Jan 1958 (detached 1 Apr-16 Dec 1952). 
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12th P'TW - It 

SUPPOR'l' COMPONENTS. 12th Air :Bue (later, Combat Support) Group: 1 BOT 

1950--6 Aug 1951 (detBChed, 10 Fl!b-6 Aug 1951); 14 -,eb-16 Jun 1952 (not 

operational); 8 Nov 1965-17 Nov 1971. 12th Maintenance and Supply Group: 

l Nov 1950-10 Feb 1951; 14 Feb-16 Jun 1952 (not operational). 12th Medical 

Group (later, 12th Tactical Hospital; 12th USAF Hospital; 12th USAF 

Di■peDBary): l Nov 1950-10 .Feb 1951; 14 Feb 1952-8 Jan 1958; 8 Feb 1966-

17 Nov 1971. 12th Armament and Electronic• (later, Avionic■) Maintenana~ • 

Squadron: 16 Jun 1952- 8 Jan 1958; 25 Apr 1962-lT Nov 1971. 12th Coamunications 

Squadron: 14 Feb-16 Jun 1952. 12th Maintena.nce (later, neld Maintenance; 

Consolidated Aircraft Maintenance; Field Maintenance) Squadron: attached 

10 Feb 1951-16 Jun 1952, u1igned 16 Jun 1952-8 Jan 1958; uaigned 25 Apr . . 

1962-11 Bov 1971. 12th Organizational Maintenance 6qua4roia: 1 Jul 1962-18 

Jun 1966. 12th Periodic Haintenance Squadron: 16 Jun 1952-8 Jan 1958. 12th 

Supply Squadron : 8 Nov 1965-11 Nov 1971. 27th Air Refueling Squadron: 

attached l Apr- 1 Rep 1955. 412th Muni tiona Maintenance Squadron, l Jan 

1965- 11 Hov 1971. 506th Air Refueling Squadron: attached 8 AUii 1955-1 J'ul 

1957. ~219th Annament aDd Electronic■ Maintenance Squadron: attached 10 

Feb 1951-16 Jun 1952. 4219th Organizational Maintenance Squadron: attached 

Dec 1950-16 JWl 1952. 6256th UBAJI' Dhpen1ary: 8 Nov 1965-8 Jl'eb 1966. 

STATIONS. 'l'urller AFB, Ga , 1 Nov 1950i Bergstrom A1'13, Tex. 5 Dec 1950-8 Jan 

1958 (deployed at Ma11aton RAJi' St.'ation, England, 20 Ju.1-30 HOT 1951; Mi ■ava 

All, Japan, 15 May--10 Aug 1953; Miaava AB, Japan, 10 Ma7-ll Aug 1954). 

MacDill AJl'B, na, 25 A.pr 1962-31 Oct 1965i Cam Ranh Ba:, AB, Vietnam, 8 lloT 

1965 ; Phu Cat AB, Vietnam, 31 Ma.r 1910-17 lov 1971. 
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· 12th F'1'W - 5 

COMMANDERS. Capt Jallle& f.f RoH, 1 ?lov 1950, Col CT Y!leon, 20 IOY 1950. Col 

Char lea A Gayle • l /,y1r 1952 ; Col Richard O llundk.er , It Aug 1952; Col Bovard 

G Cook, 23 Apr 195~ i Col Fobert W Stephena. 20 Jul 1956; Col Willia D 

Du.nhua , 10 Au« 1956-8 Jan 1958. ?fot aanoed, 25 Apr-4 Mq 1962, WlkA, .. _13 

Mq 1962 ; Col llarold t•l McClelland, 14 Hay 1962i Col Rqaond A. Br&dl97, 11 Jul 

1965 ; Col Levi R Chase , 8 Oct 1965 ; Col Jone■ !! llolt. 18 Oct 19t>6i Col Joel . 
D Thonaldaon, Hnr 19G7 ; Col \fooawwid E Davie Jr, 9 A-pr 1967; Col noy4 \lh1 te, 

5 Apr 1968 ; Col Ra.mon R Helton, T Apr 1%9; Col Harry B Trt.a~le, 31 Mar 1970; 

Col Larry !-i Killpack, 13 Apr 1970; Col Ralph 8 Parr, Ii Oct 19TO; Col :Richard 

lI f,choeneman, 19 Feb 1971 ; Col Albert L Melton, 1l Oct-17 Jfoy 1911. 

AIRCRAFT. Tactical . F-0~. Dec 1950-Dec 1957. ~-~4, Jul 1962-Mar 196~ ; 1-~. 

Jan 1964-Mar 1970, J.lar 1970-Hov 1971. fhrpport. KB-29, Apr 1955-Jul. 1957. 

OPERA'flO!iS. Provided fi ghter eacort and air detenae, and exerci■ed SAC bomber 

forces . 1950 -1957, e.nd twice &\lgmented air defense ton:•• in Japan during the 

Salile period. Fro1u rdd-1957 until inactivation. and troa early 1962 wtil 

deployzr.ent to Coutheaat i\aia, maintained preparedneH r.,o vorld-v14e tactical 

operation,. Beginning Nov 19~5. engaged in aerial combat in Southeast Aai&. 

Provided close air support, intordiction, :r-eacue canba.t air patrol. MIG patrol> 

and 114.ddlar activtt.iea. Ji'lev lut combat 1ortle in SEA on 20 Oot 1971. 

EMBW-4.• De■cr1pt1on. Azure , a avord point to bue or. hilt fluent proper; 

a bordure gyronn,y ot tvelve ot the second and tint. f1mbr1ate4 ot the ■eoond. 

Significance. 'l'he e111blem 1B 11Y1Abolicr ot the Wing and it• 11i■■ion and diapl~• 

• Into~ation furnhhed by AY 'Mil Per Ctr (DPMSAA3), Randolph AP"B, 'l'ex, 

10 Apr 19T2. 
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12~ rrw - 6 

th• Air Force colors, ultramarine blue and golden y-ellov, to indicate 

member1bip in the USAII'. Th• border 1a divided into tvelve part• to represent 

the unit'• numerical. designation. The tleming nerd eyaboli&e■ the Wing'• 

■trength and 1triking ab111 ty. Mot to: SPIRITUB OMNI.A VIJICl."1', The 6-piri t 

Conquer, All. Appro-y-ed by liq USAJP on 15 Mar 1963. 



I ,. 
•.' 

I 

"-

.. .. . . 

12th !i~hter-F.scort r.roup 

'M!}l,PORARY BF.s'I'OWAL 

The history or the 12th Fighter-Escort r.roup tor the 'J)eriod 

20 Nov 191to to l Nov 1950, including all honon, hu been 

temporarily beatoved upon the 12th Flying Trainin& Wing. '!'he • 

attached historical account or this group has been extracted 

trom Maurer Maurer, ed .• Air Foret Combat Unit• ot W'orld !!!. ll 

(Washington : USGP0, 1961), pp. 55-56. 
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12th BOMBARDMENT GROUP 

Com1i1111cd as 12th Bombardment 
Group (Light) on w Nov 1940. Acti­
,,11ud on 15 Jan 1941. Trained with B-18, 
B-23, and PT-17 aircraft. Patrolled the 
west coast aiter the: Japanese attack on 
Pearl Harbor. Rcd(sig11111td 12th Bom­
bardment Group (Medium) in Dec 1941. 
Using B-25's, began training early in 1942 
for duty overseas. Moved to the MiclJle 
E,1st, Jul-Aug 1~>42, and assigned to Nimh 

AF. Attacked storage areas, motor trans­
ports, troop concentrations, airdromes, 
bridges, shipping, marshalling yards, and 
other targets in Egypt, Libya, Tunisia, 
Panrdlcria, Lampedusa, Crc:te, Sicily, and 
Italy, Aug H).p-Jan 1944. Supported 1hc 
Allin! .lri \',. from Egypt lo Tunisia, Oct 
1\)42- Apr l!J-t_\. Early in 1943 lWO squad­
rons operated with Twelfth AF, assisting 
Allied for.:cs moving eastward across 
Nor1h Africa, while the ul11c:r squadrons 
cominucd operations with Ninth AF, 
bombing enemy defenses along the 
~fan:th Line. Received a DUC for action 
against 1he enemy in North Africa and 
Sicily from Oct 1942 to Aug 1943. While 
auad1e<l to Twdfth AF, Jun- Aug 1943, 
the group operated from bases in Tunisia 
an<l Sicily against targets in Pantdleria, 
Lampe<lusa, Sicily, and Italy. Assigned co 
Twdfth AF in A\lg 1943 and operated 
primarily against targets in Italy until Jan 
1944. Flew some missions to Albania and 
Yugoslavia. 

Moved to ln<lia, Feb-Apr 1944, and 
assigned to Tenth AF. Engaged chieffy 
in missions against the enemy in Burma, 
Apr 1944-May 1945. Bombed communi­
cations, military installations, and other 
objectives. Ddivercd ammunition to 
Allic<l forces at Imphal. Also attackc:<l 
some targets in China. Began training 
with A-26 aircraft in the summer of 1945. 
Returned to the US, Dec 1945-Jan 1946. 
/nuctivaud on 22 Jan 1946. 

R(duignat(d 12th Bombardment Group 
(Light). Activaud on 19 May 1947. Not 



.. AIR FORCE COMBAT UNITS OF WORLD WAR II 

manned during 1947-1948. ln11Cliv111td 
on 10 Sep 1948. 

R, d ts i gnat t d 11th Fighter-Escort 
Group. Activated on I Nov 1950. As­
signed to Strategic Air Command. 
Trained with F-84's. /nac1ivattd on 16 
Jun 1952. 
SQuADaoNs. Bw (later 559th): 1941-1946; 
1947-1948; 1950-1952. 81d (later 56oth): 
1941-1946; 1947-1948; 1950-1952. 83d ( later 
56ut): 1941-1946; 1947-1948; 1950-1952. 
43,pl, (formerly 94th): 1941-1942; 1941-
1946. 

STATIONS. McChord Field, Wash, 15 
Jan 1941; Esler Field, La, c. 21 Feb-3 Jul 
1942; Deversoir, Egypt, c. 31 Jul 1942; 
Egypt and Libya, Oct 1941; Mcdeninc, 
Tunisia, 3 Apr 1943; Sfax, Tunisia, c. 15 
Apr 1943; Hc:rgl3, Tunisia, 2 Jun 1943; 

. Ponte Olivo, Sicily, c. 2 Aug 1943; Ger­
bini, Sicily, c. 22 Aug 1943; Foggia, Italy, 

. c. 2 Nov 19,B; Gaudo Airfield, Italy, 19 
Jan-6 Feb 1944; Tezgaon, India, c. 21 Mar 
1944; Pandaveswar, India, 13 Jun 1944; 
Fenny, India, 16 Jul 1944; PanJaveswar, 
'India, 8 Jun 1945; Karachi, India, 15 Nov-
24 Dec 1945; Ft Lawton, Wash, 21-22 Jan 
1946. Langley FiclJ, Va, 19 May 1947-
10 Sep 1948. Turner AFB, Ga, 1 Nov 
1950;_ Bergstrom AFB, Tex, Dec 1950-16 
Jun 1952. 

CoMMANDElls. Unkn, Jan-May 1941; 
Col Charles G Goodrich, 6 May 1941; 
Col Edward N Backus, 16 Sep 1942; Lt 
Col William W Wilcox, 21 Sep 1943; Col 
Lloyd H Dalton Jr, c. 29 Sep 1944; Lt Col 
Samuel C Galbreath, 4 Sep 1945; Lt Col 
Lewis B Wilson, 23 Sep 1945-22 Jan 1946. 

Capt H Carney, Nov 1950; Col Charles 
A Gayle, 20 Nov 1950; Col Cy Wilson, 
Fc:b 1951; Col Charles A Gayle, Apr-16 
Jun 1952. 

CAMPAIGNS. Air C'.ombat, £AME Thea­
ter; Egypt-Libya; Tunisia; Sicily; Naples­
Foggia; Rome-Arno; India-Burma; China 
Defensive; Central Burma. 

DECOUTIONS. Distinguished Unit Cita­
tion: North Africa and Sicily, Oct 1941-
17 Aug 1943. 

INSlCNL Shitld: Azure, a sword point 
to base or, hilt ftamant proper; a bordure, 
gyronny of twelve of the second and the 
first. Mollo: SPIRITUS OMNIA VIN­
CET-The Spirit Conquers .All. (Ap­
proved 3 Feb 1942.) 
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