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The -war in Southest Asia was · not a S'llbJec-b which I often thought about 

b~fore .1964. -In f~ct, . I think about it more. ta~ay . The daily killing 
' 

· and1 e;_,eryd_~y just plain miseries of war wer:e .. nothing. mar¢ than brief 

moments assoc·iated with- a news broadcast ·, but events took -placoe which 

did and will continue ta · influence my: life. 

f 

In 1964, we were still at Lawry Aii Force Ease. That year was not one 

of my best. I and a . fe~ thousand other Captains in the Air Force fell 

' 
victims of the Grade , L .1.mi tat ions Act p~ssed ' by-,Congress which 

basically. said, .. here · are· over 5000 Captai.ns -. eligible for _promotion, · 

but . we have only 1700 Major . slots which- can. ·be -.. fLlied·. 
~ -

I was •_,!\bt one 

· or ·those 1700 who were · selected, My concern, ,therefore i· was not · one 

o·f going · to wa:r, but wondering · if I would be . se·lected fc,r Majo-r next 

y~ar-. _If no.t .-;. I wo11ld., be· ;forced -~o ,.g-ive up a way of life I · was 

accustomed t ;Q .·for 15 years. 

·_. t:·, 
.:) 

;:: 

:.,) 
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,, ... ·.··· J; ;: '.'. ::::::i . . ?, :·: : '' 
I was inte~~~t.ed in;:;11:~~~ti.ing ;fo!, the - Wl:',r st~ri,es of men 

:-:· . ''!{ f•:lP. ;-.~~.;· r,'r~_ .. -~ .:i~ ·.:; -· ~!~:~ ~;:1ir ... , .. I ,· .;,:. : ,· ; 

returned fr6k>v1et "Nam"•such ai· "tt.· .Bill Fisher and Maj . 
. : . .. i;:; .?;~ _! :"!,. ._;, ..:..;. :, . . ,, :· 

who had 

John Vendon. 

·. :Bill flew C-123's · on -defoliation missions, and John flew the old 
;,,~---,·• ."' ,J _· •, -.-~- ~ . _. _.. 

: vooney Bird on psychologi·cal warfare missions dropping leafl.ets, 
. . : : ~ : : "-~ ;:, , . : . . . 

.: money, free ; p~sses · ~nd. safe conduct .. chits, and everythi·ng else they 
. . . . '/: :: . 
·-~-:. _, . i J : · : . ' 

~:,:-could get oµ: 'board. • Th:ere weren' t very -~n_y Air Force _pi l _ots who had 
~7 ~/:~ ~ .--- :; ... _ \ ·_ .... -'.J i I_ ',f(· . . . I • • 

-served their' t our yet but most organizations usually had somebody who 
. . : . . .. .. ~J ! -_~'. , ' : l . . . : .. 

had. John ari~ Bill were ·our links to an ev~~-increasing cqmmitment in 
. ~ ~~ . , ~ ' . . 

; 

Asia. 

The next yea.'r : I · was promqted and we were sent to Sheppard Air Force 

.. tl;-- ~. · __,.. 

Base. . I was; ~ Flight Commander in the helicopter school. 
+ ·f ;; . . . ' . Jl{ost of our 

graduates w~r~ being assigned to Southeast Asia. Also that year, . more 

and more o·f :t;he instructors wer~ also t _rading th:e white· helmet for the 

camouflaged one '. Their. replacements were pil9ts who had finished 

their remote tour wi tll ·various helicopter orga-ni.zations in Thailand 

and South Viet Nam. 

:·•,·i 
i 

I felt self~cpnscious associating with t~ese _men, especially during 

forl'llal sqcia l affairs. I stood by th~m with my two little med_als 

hangi;ng on my: mess dress coat in contrast to the rows of decorat i .ons 

which visually di.splayJ:!d their mighty deeds in combat. I want'ed those 
.; 

.medals, t.oo, · but I did not want to pay the consequences necessary to 

get them. I wanted no part of · a jungle war, even in the relatively 
I .~•. •• ·: ..., • • • 

safe confine's ·: of a h~licopter c ·oc_kp~t. 

'Two things :.· P,~ppened w-hic~ '??anged my mind. One was a threat, and the 

' 
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1- f;:rt:hs:r .:, was -·per~onal. Fir.st, per$onnel officers from Headquarters A 
' · 
~ . 

! Force conducted a series of briefings at Sheppard, · lhey _desperate 

I 
! ~eeded -experJenced ~ilo~, for search and rescue op~rations . ~pd I . . • - .. . . . . . . . 
! 9qunt.e:r,,,-ins~1ig~pcy , activitie9 . _ - , 
r. ,. 
I 
t ~· ;- . 

,

1

_-rhe , bigg,,st pool available for this helicopter experience was at 

_Sheppard. We were told that it was a 100% guarantee that any pilaf 
' 

who had not . seryed_ in South~ast Asia ~oulp. be there before the yea( 
~ • • • •~ • • • • • • • • • V 

was up . 
; 

They : a ,lso told us tha.:t, J;f we would_ volunteer to go, we covld 

. fly . the - type , pf_ helicopter we preferred . . , . . I; . , . I m;ust say th1=y kept the ,..-

' word • on . both! ta.ci:;:ounts. . . !_;· . .Most -of 11s were in Viei;_ Na_m during the 
i . _.,111,-

1 .fol:lfJ,~,'-ing moi-i;t,hs f ly.i~g . t _he aircraft we 1 isted as first c hoice . I 

:. vol_unteered to go al').d fly the H-3 bec ause I wanted no part of the 
I 

'in ,Rescue-. Since we . had more H-:-43' s there. than . any other he 1 icopt 

a greater percentage of graduates ended .up in that bouncing , 
. ' , 

·,v ibrating, t;tirashing machi-p.e w.i th the, upside-down ta i 1 held toget h e r 

; ·by .wires. · TJte H-43 v{as not :for me under any circumstances. Nor was 

rescue . . 

The other !;thJn8' wh1ch change¢. my mi:q.d was a growi;ng desire to shar~ 

i the expe~ience of those pilots ~eturning from Southeast ' Asia . 

·this do-es se;em , con.trad~ctory. On one hand , I wanted no pp~t b~ 

· on,. the _other hq.nd . -I wqnted i:;o .-pe al"!- active part.ipipant . 

. dii:;:J:i.otomy: persisted . throughout my entire tour. 

This 

I k ~e>l.U 

, .... 
.L l,, 

\ .My volunteE;r statement . to fly the H-:-3 was a,;:cepted and _ I was g :1,ve 

l Ju~y i 1967 po~t call o~b g ~ '. Travis. I now reversed my . po:3it_io11_ , and 

!-,·. ·. 
i·/,; 
' 
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rol~ at Sheppard. Instead of being a Flight Commander and instructor 

•in the H-19, I entered into the H-3 intial training program .as a 

student, along with Ed S;b.earer who worked with me back at Lowry and 

-Sheppard. After flying 30 hours in the H-3, we comp_leted the program. 

The •situation at · the 'pbrt at Travis was unbelievable. Civilian 

contract DC--8' s, 707' s, you name· it, were continually landing with 

hundr•ds of retti~hing GI's f~o~ SEA and then loading_up hundreAs of 

new- souls;;. The · port was ja:miiled, - people wi.:!re sleeping in chairs, · 

, benches·, "flo[?rs, c□rI'!-ers -- wall-to.:.:.wall people. What was striking 

. 'iias· the difference in atmospher'·e at · varibus loc-ations within the 
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._t~rminal. . ;At , th~ t ·i:bound gatE\s, wive-$, girl friends, kids, . parents 

· .and _returnees - were Si!D--iling, crying and displaying happy emotions of 

b,ei_ng:_ reuili:ted once again. On the outbound s~de, the opposite - effect 

-of __ sadness, quiet di~qussions but mainly each person silent-~ -- caught 

: rUP .:l,n· h _is O)','Il thoughts of -the uncertainty which lay ahead .' : 

When ea.ch f ·li.ght _number._ W-q.;S called :and another 230 troops were loaded, 

you could tell that there were doubts of their retur ning to those -
' , ,, 

stq.nding, h~l;f-he?-rtedly waying goodbye . -from -the othe.r side . of the 

fence. I ~as glad Adri~.nne .. was not there ., It was much easier.. in 

comparison, to. have said our goodbyes back at Stapleton . .,,,. _,.. 

I 
_Once we too}{ off, .however, the noise lave l increased and . men .. were 

!. again starting., to get enthusiastic about going to Viet Na~ and~daing 

what soldi~:r~ ·- •_are ·; supposed to do · - fight. There was·· a whole 'squadron 
•·. 

of A-37 p;llots on my flight - the first group . of the "Tweety Bird" 

bunch to deploy. · They were goirrg to win the war very shortly after· 

they got there - all dressed up in -new green flight clothes • with 

brtght new name ta.gs .and rank. L-ittle -di'd they realize that the first 
; . tA:!;ng · they ,. wo1;1ld have .. to do . is take them off. Seems ·as if _the enemy 

. could spot bright; patches and shiny rank a ·nd :make them tar-gets :to 
; ' 

place their iloes hair; oti. . _ . .-:j 
;; 

Our_ f _ir~t refueling stop was in Hawaii. Se'ein-g those islands · froni the 

air wa$· wi tb-out a q,oubt _one of· the most exciting sights I :have ever 

e .xper.ien~ed,, I have seen movies, film clipa, and travel ' log~ about 

the · is1an1:ls-. , -Al:l wE:re inadequate in · desori bing the.ir beai.1ty -and the 

• 
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perfect W'eather conditions. When I stepped off the plane and those 

famous Trade Win~s · blew across my face, I knew that this was truly a 

land of paradi9 e and that I wanted to live there. We had an hoµr 

st6p-over .: for . ·refuel i~g and I went into the terminal restaura-p.t and 

odef~d a ' giant ~c:incoct ion of .· ice· cream an:d fresh fruit . De~ici~\l.S and 

als'i:J .. ·!&L aet:· · I was to''' iear~ a year later that the price .of ~tving in 
< 

parad'·ise nia.tc:fi:es t'lie . plea.sure you get out bf being there. 

. .. ., ' - ··, 
From Hickam we ' flew to Guam. 

; ., 
What a contrast from Honoli.1lu. Hot, 

steaming and it felt like you were breathing water vaP,or, beca.'!l_se the 

humidit .. y i~a:i::i sci h:i.gh.. 'rt made you realize what it means to .have. t h ose 
..> _.. 

bl ·essed: Trade 'Win.as coming across the area. As usual, the ru~ ~o the 

• ·• T •• ,. . ·~ : _ .• 

local li'quor· package store was about as furious as the run to 'the 

men. s room. Guam has always been a popular spot for_ stocking _up o:n, 

tax-free booze. I did need the "P" call but no spiz::its and y,ras glad 

to ie~ve ' f6i Clark. 

The purpose · of Clark Air Force Base during the Viet Nam conflict was 
. ,: . 

multi-fold. To me , it meant three thing~ . One, all airc rew ~~mbers 

. . . . • . t 

had' to 'spen:d· a week there going through the "snake _school. '. ' - the 

Pabific Jungle Survival School. Second, it was a place where you 

. ' 
would meet friends fro·m ;long ago - 1-=ither coming bac k, going; . or 911 R . 

. ·,.; :.. 

& R-- stat'us. ·They club never cl·osed, :was always jaTIL"'!led, _had a 

continous · party, mad~ .. h~~d.reds of thousands 0£ dollars and lost much 

of ; it• 'due. to the:t't, · pilferidge, mismanagement, etc. But it was still 

a J,.1:rriping-off pl.a·ce where probably every Air Force officer who ever 

went t ·o SEA un'ioaded· a good port ion of his money . Lastly, it meant 

' ' 

, 
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the last strip of Americana before the war area and a year of whatever 

lay ahead. 

Snake schociLwas terrible. · It poured rain for five days and. literally 

never let up. _ Mud slides occured in the training areas, and two 

students were killed when a wall of slime came down on their tent . 

Train.ing for . our class was terminated and because of the weather 

situation we didn't learn too much except that it sure could r;;lin in 

that part of the world. ,., 

_,. 
Next stop after Clark was Tan Son Nhut Air Base . We first ~xchanged 

our money into Military Script and were processed in-country t'firough 

three days of cattle drives. Lines, lines, lines - going nowher~. 

Tan Son Nhut _ was the first stop for every person going in~o Viet Naro. 

It gave you a complete panorama of what was to be in store for the 

months ahead. Chaotic, over-crowded, dirty, smelly, hot, humid, 

constant motion - from traru;:;port planes taking battle troops in and 

out to fighters going out to bomb whatever the target was for that 

sortie. The entire scene was most depressing and at once gave a sense 
·, 

~ 
of insecurity, uncertainty and a lasting impression of hopel~ssness 

which, for me, lasted all the while I was in Southest Asia. 

Al 1 the buses . had wire covering· the· windows to. keep hand ·. grenades f:rom 

being thrown in. Guards and security police were everywhere. 

Hundreds of thousands of Vietnamese were constantly moving on 

bicycles. With all this goin& on, including a constant bombardment of 

artillary surrounding the ba~e . and Saigon with a continous shower of 
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_flares at ;a;tgh:t ~;- the_ pepple showed no signs_ of, c_oncern or awareness of 

a war going on fqr years. , Of all- the places I have ever been, .Saigon 

a11d Tan Son Nhut stood ~ut. as the two places I would never want to see . . . 

' i: i 
again. FalloiW1ng, ,my i~::::-c.oup.t~y processing. an_d briefings, I boarded the 

r· l . - - . 
C-130 .shuttl~ ! run wli.ich .was part of the airl 1ft support thoughout the _ 

1_: j ' • • • • 

I. I ' · .. . 

country. ·My a:estinati6n was Nha Trang, ·home of the 1st Special . . . ; . 

. :· I 

Operations W'ip.g. · _ I. .was ass:!-gned :to the __ 20th . Spe-cial Operations 

Squadron w;hich p.ad H-1 gunships and H-3 heJicopters with _ forward 
. - . ,, 

operati:i:i,g ).ocat_ions ~t -: Ba~.- Me Thaut, Udorn,_ ;Thailand, and Tan _$on 

Nhut , The Heuys -flew ·out of N-ha· r -rang _a.I)d, Ban Me __ Thaut. H-3:' i:;; .. 

ope.rated ou.t of Tan Son Nhut and Vdorn. _,.. 
~ 

' • .. •;: 

. I 
I .met the S.quad_!'on -Co~nder and he s:till. ~ad not decided which . H-3 

location I would be_ assigned. He indicate_d 1 that it·_ would be at, Saigon 

and I suddenly got- that terrible sinking feeling in -~Y stomac];i., 

F~rt-unately, Al Di VE;?:ney, _ Hoppie Hopkins, anq. ~everal other ~+lots whom 

I knew from· Sp_eppard . 9a:me in that same day from :U:dorn. They . pursuaded 

the . _Com:ma~der- to a ,515ign me-, to Udorn because .. I wou).d .be badly needed ' . . 

~ 

the;re · a _s 'lllany instructor~ an_d flight evaluators- were rotating. They 

were soon going to be hard pressed to find enough experi"enced 

. ' h"eL:L.copt:er ,pil-ots , to_ r~n .t :he -o.peration:. T-hl;!y man.~geq_ to -9 $_11° :me enough 

to sway ,p;i~ . m-i_nd f ·_o;r, a -Udorn . assig.nroent. I . happ-ily. began to · proces'.~ 

out :for Thail-and and: _within a,_ week climbed abo_ard a beat-up -f::-47 and 

he_.a~e.d - for th,e . lapd of·:· 9:ia!Jl, . 

We. overfl_ew ;t:;p.e qd .. :n, j un$~e~:: ci,f. , L~os ~nd J ,~,nde,9- at Udorn. What a 



My Memoirs by James Villotti 

contrast between Viet Nam and 'J::ha_i land. There . were no ravages of roany 
: ;_ 

years of wa~'.; Very little hunger, happy people, 4uiet countrysides, 

land not :mar;~d by hundreds of thousands of . bomb craters which made 

the Viet Nam lan_dscape appear as the moon · surface, 

.be . there. 

I was thankful to 

M:y" fir.st shock; haw~ve·r: came almost immediately after getting off :the 

·oc:i'oney Bird. I suddenly realized that the guys back at Nha Trang , 
weren't kidding when tJiey _said most of the ex:f>e!:_ienced ..guys would be 
r "otating. I didn't re~lize ·that they would be leaving on the .same 

. t). 
Goonei ~iid I iot ·6ff . of, They were . on their way out righ"t,..-after the . . . ,,;, . 

'. !! , .. , J 1 -: ,. , ~. . 

thing wa:s: refueled. It . was, "Hi, Jim, · good to see you,•• and tn · the 
. ' -::1 · .. 
sa.me bre~th, "Bye! take care, and fly high." . There were, of course, 

~. - :.::: : 

some instructors and ·aircraft commandei-s who would still be arou·nd , 

but they, _ too, would be leaving in two months. Hopp,ie, Al and Nick 

Conti had October rotation, times. 
·.-.:·• I •,= ·•• . ·.; :' J:f 

Ed Shearer, Roger Erickstad, 
-~ 

K. V. 

Hall and I would soon be picking up the load of taking the new B-52 
,.;, .. 

pilots, C-124 guys, and old duffs who were pumped through helicopter 
'1/ ' l 

' school, and getting them training in flyi'ng combat missions, which we 

first ·\~d to learn ourselves, 
.. t 

~--- ·:-. ; . :. --~ / 

, . ' • C .. ~ / .. -~-- .. : I • , 

) took my gear to the -'"1 Pony Express" hooch, 
;: ,, 

Each re.om had four bunks 

but we -~-~iy had three guys to a roam. This al lowed us to have a few 

extra beds for friends passing through. The room would be my home for 
.. : -~ .•. ··) -·· ~: *· ~ . ;'-:-j' •. -: •. i. ·.:•.:~ ~;. ~ . 
the ne¼t 12 months . There were black curtains stretched across half 

-~: I ., .. . ;, 

df · it. A de~k, a couple · of chairs, . and two lamps w~re on one side . · .. :~f~~~ :,-,·.:;~~ £-.> -· · i·· 
Of course\ -e~pensiv~ tape degks and speakers were also part of the 

:. -~;t"i- ·.: 

·' 

1•· :? ·: 
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decor : It was hard to buy essentials at the BX but Teac and other 

:$500 uni ts were in abundance. Everyon~ had to have one. The other 

side of the . curtains hid the bunk beds and lockers. 

Each "hooch" had· three to four Thailand gir],s to take care of 

.cleaning·, laundry, boot . shining, fresh fruit supply and other services 
v. r · 

depeIJ,d+ng_ upon individual needs. 

month. 

All of that cost each of us $2.50 a 

if, 

Nick, Hoppie and Al gave me a quick run down on the base, the various 

organizati9ns spread around and an overall briefing of _ the "Pony 
..p. 

Express"· mission . I was quickly scheduled for mandatory brie~ings 

before I could fly. These covered intelligence, rules of engag~ment, 

! local customs, do' s and don' ts, the town of Udorn and a -. mish-:mash .of 

other topics. 

I got my p~rsonal equ~pment in order, Had a ballistic helmet fitted . 

Was surprised to see how heavy they were. ~ Jungle fatigues, jungle 

flying boots, black identification patches for all military clothing, 
. ' . 

survival vest, radios, c~nteens and pobnds at stuff I would soon be 

p~cking around with me every time I flew. I had already made up my 

mind to get as . much m~yie film taken so I loaded up a good supply for 

the Bolex. 
··' 

After I got ~~ttled in, I started to get the detaiis of our mission ; 

All answers · to the who's, 
·>; .. j.:,',; . 

where's_, why' s and how• s started to fall 

into place. 'What made this p,art easy was the fact .that good friends 

,. 
~} 

' 

l ! 
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,; 
:-~ 

:were giving me - in.format ion I needed. · Many pi lots from Sheppard a."nd 

(other ·assigriments · were. working with me. As . the' Op~rations fffficer, I 
~ 
! •, ·. . . . '·· . .. . . . '. . 
\~eeded all the help I _ could get and I was thankful they were there. 

~Having friends a;:o~md makes even the most ·undesirable s1tua:{1~n a ·t 

iJ_east bearable. After absorbing ·several .days of ground school, . I . was 
• i 

;now ready to get my feet wet ·. But first, you had : to go get checked 
} '.i"- ,. . ,. 
i,out in ·town .:.. _ Udorn . 
,·. 
~; 

'f• ! 

~ 

~Udprn is the provincial capital in Thailand. As with all oriental 

-cities, the ancient and modern were intermixed, always with the same 
'·' :: ,·•·· 

result - · open:· contradiction·. A modern hotel was next to th~· shabbiest 

dwelling· or place of business. There were - shops after shops .$ith the 
J:· ._ 

. , (f, 

majority of them also the living quarters of the owners . The small 
, ; . . . 

children were . naked . · The overall smell was offensive, persistent and 
. . . . 

amplified by the Klang - the · canal right through town, 
\ ·) ' . .t · 

· The K'i ong was 

the city's answer to a sewage plant. 

washed it c ·lean every six months. 

Thank heavens the monsoons 

There were three -things you had to do in <town . First , hire a taxi for 
. ,., ~, . ! ' 

25 baht and a death-defying trip from the base into Udorn . If you 
-i. : -:- . 

survived that, you had to go to one of the jewelry stores and invest a 

'" i . 

mo.nth' s pay dif: •: Princess rings, bronzeware sets, ivorr chess sets, 
1 l. • ·•. - ! "[t~ 

four-seasoris g·□ id bracelets, black star rings and pins, ruby bracelets 
:: • .. "" 1J· '1· l : •. J·~ , .. . ., ._. -: ; 

for the high~~inded shopper, and of course, the famous Seiko watch, 
,I_ •• ':'. ._--. •·, \· • ~:~~-- :-~ • ••• ,·· •• t -:... . '·.::. _,- ·-.• . : _;t-~ .. 

: the best i tem i: for trading with the mount.<;tin tribesman. Especially for 
~-.. , -~- '." : . t:: .. ·- - . 

those with "black. face, shine in dark" features . Any money-which was 
."' •. _·: ;;:~ . . ~-/=· ... -<!t~ \::'. ·-:. '·· . ,._ -,;~-. . . .. -.. 

left over had to be spent in Arma_j iets - th~ friend_ly Indian tailor. 
' :•:; 

1:, i 

:f/', 
f ' 

' 
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Party _ suits,,! :spar~~ s:uits. , dress_ suits and ,~hirts were J:iis specialty. 
: ' i- . 

.Like · all g-cidd Amertcans. , I did my solumn duty to support · Thai_land' s . 
. · • i r.- [, . · · . ,· -· · ·. · · · · · 

·ec-onorny as ·.;1t=~h as _.:p□s_si~l~ ,'. _ I _ g~ot rings ,tor• Adrienne, Anne, Lisa · and 

·Mara. Got ·a !good deal on .bropzeware. service for 12 . That shiny set '. ' ·.! . . . i . . . , 
refused to ·stay even acce,ptably _dull when used. 

•·. . . . • _ :' . 'l,. _. ·. : 
Brass candle holders, 

a c_hess set ," ·a black star for my ring - n~ver could get the stone from . , .-.::.. ' . . . . i . 

are but some of the tourist bait items I . moving in the set_t"ing 
. . . ' . :-• . ., : . I . ' 

. succumbed tm .: 
:·: 

fl, 

As far as the suits were concerned, I had three made up , Very 

beautiful . Wore one on R & Rand gave all the rest to the Salvation 
-,1!::, 

Army when I came home. The mod look was there to s t ay and the cut of 

the suits I had tailor-made made me feel like a st~nd-in in ~n old 

Humphrey Bogart movie when I tried them on - including t he tux _. But I 

did help to · keep the Thai balance on payments ·up even though mine was 

in deficit. • 

I liked being in town and went in every free moment I had·, The Thai 

boxing matches on Wednesday were a must. The use of both hands and 
-~ 

1 feet -was _exciting to watch . But the ~etting going on was even more 

exciting. A wild and mad place . 

..., 

It was now time to ge_t down to. more serious _ things; my check out . as an 
: -:-.--

instructor and flight examiner . 
. ' ... . . . ' ' 

I was scheduled for my first .combat 
. {:[.:.. ··'· ·; ·· . . : . . ' . 

mission wi_~l,L Hoppie. We ·flight p1anned and set the thing up. Soon 
. . . . . ,. ! ·._ ... :. · · .. i.:~j!-";~'.f: . ·.. ·.•. . : ·~. ~. . .. •'• : . 
after tak~of;f ., I forgo:t , about eyerything I was ·supposed to know. 

. • . • . . ;, !.' .· .. ti:i'.~{i/ . . .. ,-::~_:/-t-i' ·_; -: . . : 'i '.: .. : \!~;;-:: . . . . 
scenery wa):s \/_f"antast ic_; · and ! ·wa~ completely absorbed in ls,ciking at the . . . •, ~J\ ,, . -!. . 

The 

~ ~-
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th01,1sands -of ·sights in:<t .his Jungle ,land. I -Ii.ever knew where · I was. 

My il'11a-p r-eading .. was not: up to. ·th·is type of t 'opog1~aphy but- · I didn·• t 

·0are. ·, Hdppie seemed t{j) know what he · was doiJig, so ' I didri.' t pay t ·oo 

much -attentidn. · During ·_'.the miseion, ', ·I was· ·all eyes. Wide 'dp'en ·eyes . 

I,1.saw,;: he·a~ ., -and q.id unbel;ievea'11le · thi,ngs ,t.otally new -to me. What 

really ·JoJ:-t·e<!l · :rne· happe:ned·. as we -retuF'n.ed. _. Hoppie, .si.gned me o-ft: as 

. being ful}.y qtial i:fied. ·as an . IP 'and ·:Exam,ine~. · ' I didn·' t ev~n 'know where 

I -was 1 ·wb,at, ' I did ·and :.was. ·so · out o'.f ;my e leme·nt · I ,didn't ' t'h1·nk -:-r 'ever 
"-' 

would. I soon learned .that my checkout process. ,wa-.s but ,_an indication 

of-· what ",the . who-le wa:r ·,·,. at least my war, ' was· a:bou-t :.· Never .any·· ··rhyme, 

reason, ·,or · purpnse. Jiust fill the squares and hope· ,for the ·-be·st. · 
~ 

; . . ~ . ,'. . 

The 20th Helfcopter Squadron was an unorthodox organization. 
,, 
The 

. . . i . squadron head.quarters ·:wets ·at :Nha Trang-, : ·Viet · :N'a:m. , B'ased· a:t: Nha: Trang 

was the ·"Save" ·f .1!.:tght ·.'·· About 20 . UH.,...·,1p' s, s□·m:e s ·l ' icks ·, a,nd: "the· •r-est 

gunships.. They- ·fl!e:w out · of ·Nha Trang but ,operat<!d· pre-dom-'.ilhe~tly out 

at · Ben .Me .- T.hout .· That was a:n -Ar·my Special Oper--:at ·ions Camp and the 

"Save·srn wo.r.ked wi t ,h them,, ' :The 20th also had a;n: R-3 t ·1 iglit . at ·tan :Sori 

N·hut :whe-re , L nearlyi s-I'!,de.d -.. ·up-r .. - -Th!=Y, :Jric>"st.-lo/ ha:ult3tl ·•trash, . had: :a . 'V! P 
t . 

tax.i se:r--vi:ce_, £or MACV,-:.and -iphe 7-trh Air Force-. -:,.Not · .. to□ ··· much of a :combat 

r-ol:e ,_but. 'had-, t .o .p~t up with :the Saigon ha,rrass.men.:t :a 0:l -•l the tfane:· The 

~0:t,h' s third.,. :.O!,gh~ was ci:ut-. ·of' :-oourr.try fn Tb;-a.i:land. .On paper, the 

unit never existed. Because -it was out of country, all the peo·ple 

apsigned!· to · t=;h~-- H-:3 • :f>ony.:- E~press ··,.-f .l igh:t,~ werl? ;· pa.1:a -T:DY =e;xpemsei5. ·.· 

Fant.astilc. ''.<Every ·thr-e·~ mont\hs we~ ;wou.].;d=! a:11 .':gft-t ; :in the'. 'same!'· -cre"a:ky' . 

: Gooney ,Bird ,-and • g 'o.· -ta, Nha Trang_. We: wau1d ·s.;ign:::>'baa::.k frr · 'from -!I''IJ:Y, ' ko to .. f, . 

Finance and 'gs't:: qut per deLm; '·sp-~nd- a ,cdupl:e '.-tif c-da)rs dd.-in 0111 t:J:-ie .-
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beach, sign: out:. TDY · again -and go back to Thailand ; Like - many other 

units, ·. we "weren' .t ·:the·:re" because the head .co''lint restrictions were far 

-exceeded. ·. · ff. y.ou~: weren'. t .. on paper, . y0:u -co'U1dn' t be · counte·d ·,' · This 
. . . . 

"arrangement"· p~id :for., lny trinkE!'tts and junk. · At least · it d•id:tl "t come 
. i . . - ' . . . 

m1t---o.f ~y: .no-rJDal< pay, check . . = ,:1n;_ fact 1 . my take home salary in· t =hose days 
. . ~- . . . . -, : ; , . : ~ .. : '. ,; .. : . . . . ·.: : . . . . . . . 

was $850 a ·month. · . . r made }an .. allotment. for $800 which took care of the . i - . • ,,: _ . . ; ; :-;:- _. ,; ;. · ' 

· faro;t.ly ,.. 'needs_,;. I. · iived.. on'·, the .'·remain-ing $50·.·· and .with thF-- . TD.Y!;.· 

hazardous • duty and.: s _ep~ration allowance. s.:ratui ties, . I was able ·· to - . 
~ 

supp.art -the . Udorn . jewelers and tailors in' the custom to· __ which u·. s. 
se;rvicemen :.we-re:· expecte·d to. :·· ·It also financed most . of the rest. and 

recuperation' week in Hawa+ i for Aq.rienne an.d me, and kept m~: in 

suf·ficient .chang,e for· 1steaks and good gin -and · tonic refre·.sh:me:n:•t.s . 
,, ., ·, ' ( .. . 

I . walked into .the' -best:~ possible situation by being at Udorn . I ·was 

the Operations Offi.cer·, aircrew ·schedu'ler·; one- of fiv::e instr·uc'tor 

pilots ,and thr-e~ ·fli:ght .:~exa.miners. . . I assigned ·Spe'Cif:ic ·crews to 

specific missions al though I · tried to keep sb-me sembD~.nce of a 

schedule going. We held to it most of the time but the more demanding 

missions were .flown by the most qualified ..,and experienced pilots . It 
t . 

was' onlj, .. • fa_i:r< ·T·he 'be•st ·guys·· gtit the worst ·m::1..ss :U:m but it · was a 

matter o.f '. · sll..l'rvi.val,;,• ,. I ne·ver bh:ce got any -.·adverse ·feedback ab0ut this I 

psl:i ,cy-;• ' ' I Im : .s11re0• al 1'-, tl\e ·. o,;u.tfits . did the same' 

I , • • ; ~ r : '.: 

I.:ti :was · hard for the ·IP'. s, ho\'iever. Not .on·ly 'did· we' .. have . to · f .l T t he 

. hard ones but we had to qua-1 -ify and checkout the , hew troops . Most of 

them were-, not hel.i.cop:ter:· p:ilohs from the t:Jld sc:hool · but rather old 

pilots·< who,., were puliled i •n . ifrom··B-'-52 1 s 1 ·.KC-13·5' s •, C-141' s and other 

' 

' 
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· ri6~..:.f ighte'r. drganizat ions. ' 'It was vei-;.y. difficult getting people who 

were . U:sed to £ '.fying a-,c 40,000 feJt and 450 KNT · down -ov·er tr~e to.ps 

: ddfng what ·'~elicopters . are capabl~ of doi-hg. The · IP' s ·would, average 

· 80 h01l'rs 'oi1cambat :fi.y.1n·g a ' m6nth ;compared ·to 35-40 hours for the 

other pilot~£'. But it did make ·the days and the tour go faster . 

-~ ;..-:-: 

·our ··methcid '\jf dpefratidn 'Was very ·simple; . but ' at the s~:me · ti':ite •, very 

' lf:ekcti.Je. ·. "Pony Expr~ss was the ·call iiign of our aircraft : -·.•. we •were 
. -. ,. .. ,. . . ' . . . . . ,,, 

known as the "Gomer Ge.t'ters" who operai;ed Southeast Aida '-·s ... 'tii.Bst 
• " •, •;•. 1 : ,• • •• • 

0 
· ,, • • , .• , : :. ., r , •• w, , clandestine ·airline. ·. We conducted special operations activities and 

! ' •} . 

the Gamers were the indigenous people we carried around . .We dropped 
~ 

,:: h1em oft andL: pick~a them up ft'om ' ail sort~ ' of missio'ns fn 'No:?th Viet 
- ' : ' ··i i . . • . -; . • - . . . . . f Nam, Laos and South Viet· Nam. One day it was a road watch·: or 1 a11 

• : • T ' - ' •,• • •. • • I ( 

intelligence gathering team. It could · be ''zi hit and d~stroy team, or 

one involved in covert operations. The numbers rap. from six man t e ams 

to a 200 unit special luerilla combat battalion·: We always''0 went - in 
,. , .,... , • -• . -• • l.. • • 

fllghti( of · ·at ieas·t two h'elicop_ters, . but some missie:ms needed :10 

chOppers. h· ·, 

' ' 
, , I .. . . ; • ; ~ . t l 

Three days before a s611eduled· mission; the m:i:ss -ion: c6nrrna.no.er·; u·sua-ll'y 

the IP or ·m-bst ikxp~-~fen.ce·d pi lot' . desi'gnated by · me as' .. fhe :ri:!a'.d. 

aircraft' -;□~rid~r- , ~ouid , go . to the Wi.ng 1 nte 11 igence . se·ot'-i'ii~· whe're he 

received sealed pac
1

kagets' ~de'' :up by the "C'AS" I - It Cohtrcii led A:iner ican 
! "t •. • r : •. + • • •~ • • •' •' I ·,. I • ' •' • • _,_ • • ,.. Sources" - people. After the crews studied the documents · ba_ck ·at 

.. :-1 -_.• -. ~-- ·? _··, -~ · : •· .•• . • ~ .. , •. : .,.. ~ ! . • -{· j • • .- ~.,.-- - .. .. • • • -. •.• . -1 · . _::.... .,_ -: . Squadron Ope rat ions, · they · were briefed by· se·ve·ral CAS re·pr~'Ei~ntat i ves 
-~ . 7 ~ . _: ·.,,- .. .': ; : :_: , , : . ··- :· ~ l~ .... · . · .... ·1 • • ·• • 1 • • - • ~ • i ·,r who had al 1' the latest part icula:rs · ·- iritel lig_ence data~ con"ta-ct · 

; -~-ints',' ·1~c~ti"i1on a~c1 tlie: getiera.1.· ;fui~sion · 's'd eh~r-io. · Lates:f ,3...iD · 
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photography was examined showing landing areas and pickup points. 

This was ext:remely important as these pictures outlined every mi_nute 

detail . prese~t in confined, often hidden holes -in the dense jungle 

just iarge ~n~ugh to drop our helicopters in. 

<Ynce the ,whe:r;-es, .. whys, and whens were fully covered, -the crews worked 

on the fligh1;_ plan, ta~:lrig i .nto a.ccount the latest intelligence 

q~ports on t _he enemy battle · of order. ·When all this,., was donE!, the 
. . , 

cr.ews had th~ , rest of •the . day and fol lowing · day off. ·Thi~ meant 

Udorn, sleep;- -Cl."Qb, ,pool01- .hobby shop ·, movie, or whatever. 

_.. . 
_,,,. 

Except for .a few. instances, mos'b mission take-off times were .t betweerr 
/1.: two to four: .,+.n the moniing. This would allow the crews to arr'ive a t;f1 

the forwa.rq operatins lpcation around day break. 

·The flights ,t .o thes.e remote spots were not always routine, . espec:l_:ally 

during the. wet . season. The heavy rains and cloud patterns always 

present _from _ the ground up· i;;axe<i our air';Inanship and ·:navigati·c,m.: skill's. 

Flying close formati□.l,l _ ip. a helicopter ±s both demanding a.nd }#azardous . . 
under th,e bes,t of circumstances. 

t . 
But add· weather formation ~-s another 

ingredient; plu$. darknei;;s and you h _ave sheer .terror, sometimes more 

than the eI1~f!iy_.brought, to bear. M:iq.-air collisions did happe~. Why 

-there . were IJ,Ot . more . is beyond any . e~p],anat ion I · could give . . · Some 

crews were lost. when.,. they flew , i~to cloud-:-covered mountains. tau . . ., . .. 

' . 
wo1:1ld_ know ~.¢l.meJ:n .1ng b,~d lili;e_ t};lat -h~ppened .when the dark, mu:r:-ky cloud 

mis_t sudo.enl;i .. ,took .o~ ~n . orange ;_color f.C:Jr a . brief instant - and no •. .• ' ,= ..... '(t-'1·~ :+; • 

answer ycn.1r .. r ,~dio call_,.,wa~ f~rthcoming . . Flying for hours and ' htindreds 

' 
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of miles to find a hole in t -he jungle was the -most satisfying and 

challenging thing I ever a -t; tempted. Much of the area- was unc h ,;lrt e d 

and · because of the ·'weather patter..ns, the ground was not visible. mo:s +; 

of the time. But to come upon -a predetermined se"t, of c oordina t e s and 

spot. your "hole" gave me a conf .idence I never knew I had nor knew I 

could have . _If nothing else, my l,51 cqrobat missions made me realize 

that I was as good as the other guy and many times a heck of a l ot 

better. I always took the back seat during- my life but my exper ii?. n c e :5 
,,,,, 

and adventures in Southeast Asia instilled in me t he reali z a -tion -t:ha-t 

I can do anything anybody else can. 

---Once · we found our area, we had to have visual and c oded rad-;i.~ contu,:·t 

with the ground people before we touched down. Many of theset/ p l ace •::; 

c hanged hands · on_ a · ,regular basis so it was al ways wise" t o know .who 

owned the territory before you dropped in for c offee . 
. , An d g et t i ng 

,~. 
coffee was the first order of business . Aft-er having gotten up around 

1· t o 2 PM, flying for three to ·four hours, it was time for c offee . W~ 

would be met by another CAS agent. We always assumed they worked f a r 

the CIA or some clandestine intelligence agency . 
" 

At t1mes, de p end i n g 
t 

upon the mission, there would be more than one . God, talk about 

c ha:r-acter.s - mostly bad ones . I felt we all had degenera t e ,d t o a 

-1-e-v~l as - low as th~ ~emy -whom we called upo•n -to defeat, def~~-t the::u 

bec ause they r-epresen_te_d _an evi 1 pol it ica:);. system which wa s 

-thre atening our f-reedom and sa_cred way of 1 ife, Bullshit!! The se CA~ 

people to me were power b,ungry, - sadistic mer:-cenar;tes whose va l ue f i:n­

hU:man 1-ife and dig,ni ty was on a ,par with the oriental phi lo,3ophy . 

Tliey · c011tro·lled the _Gomer, his existance, sustenance , pay, fo od . .- .;n,d 

,, 
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actions. · _They assigneq: -t.he team mission ; , plan of attack, objective::; · 

an_d ev-er-y aspec:t· :o -f his •life; -If he did not follow instructions, he 

•wquld .be hung .. by· the ,:thumbs, beaten, castr:ated1 shot, pusp.ed out ·of 

·helicopters ·and othe,r inhumane act:ions . which:/ were used as exa,mp.le.s to 

. th.e_ ~.rest . . (. ·~; 

These were the people I dealt with once we were at our forward 

operat-:Lng base . . ··: We ha:d' ·to watch -to·. make sure ,they wo~ld not try to ,,, 
_get u 9 ~to do . som~thing ,.we . h,;1dn' ,t , pla:p_ned or that ·was bey.and the 

caipa:bil-i.ty . of both the-. crews and the. aircraf,t. I must . admit, · -h .owever, 

they., weren:', t often w:i;-ong in wh-at ,.they, . -said·. or in what .they-:fi·rerlicted 

.would take· .. place, ; 'fhey ·knew ·the area ·li·ke I _knew the mountains of ,, 
Crested Butte. · The vc·· had prices ·on .their head·s because · of: the years 

of personal· battle. an.d conflict with the enebty : I said they-were 

sad·i-stio merceneries:., :; but I·· don't know how anyone el$·e .could : do what 

the-y .di:d day after' , 'q..a:y·,. month after month, 0 y'ear afte;r year . . / iheir ,job 

was :dirty .and . 310-ti can•t·. get g ·o.btil:, clean cut American -Joe · college guys 

to do what·. they had · to ·do; 

that•· put them t -he:rei; ; • 

I. dot1;. 1::t condemn; t;hem but · I do 'the systein 

' .,, 

:-.·· j ' r~ ~ ..! :.: 

Aft.er cof,f .ee-., ---.the . CAs_;, guy .. gave us a deta11·ed. briefing of wha,t : 'he 
. . ' ,,. 

want-ed us tO,;·.do. , . Ba-sicall-y, · OiUr 0jQ:b was ·to· pick. up • a :team . .o;fa .Gmners 

who·:. had bee.n a :u-t,t d0;ing their t ,hing; f .or weeks and -sometimes._ mon:th·s -. · Or 

we , were to .. dr-op ·:aff· a ·. ;·fresh .t ,eam. The j .ob of ·ea:ch crew and :h~l_ic_<=:pter 

depended upon _ the · n.1fmb.e'r' ' of,. Goroer·s inv-ol~d; .. _ You • had. a goo.d =idea o ·f 

a 11 ,this. fro:m the .. ·in::1. ti:al ··br.-ief~fngs ·at Udorn ~but -many. times __ the.-. 

si·t ,uat.;ton· :,wo:ll'1d change· . .in· a ·, p.ay . .:-,.~he, ,t :eam ~,ould d1aye made·. c-ont-act . 

' 
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·with another team a.nd joined _up to c;:;Qme out tog:ether. Re-gardless · of 

the . number ··.of people _involved; we alway~ tried to operc;tte under the 

high . bird ~ _ low bird .;ooncept ,· · The ·:low birds .were those designated to 

pick up or dr_op o:f:f people, The high ; bird was used as a diversionary 

air.craft .and to act -as -,-the rescu·e a:f.rcraft .in case . the low bird_ was 

hit or ,.otherwise r.i.·ot .. ctble -. to make it out : , . . 

l 

Following· the CAS bri~fing, things started t6 get exciting. In fact . 
~ 

-\:he · scarisst ,· part of :tb.e whole . oper~tion was· about -to b~gin. The 

safety of the -cr'ews,.- and more importantly, . the safety of the teams 

depended- upon - gett i~g ·.·:tn · and out · o:f · the drop"""off point • as, q3: ,h::kly . as 

--possible., as · qu-i·etly ae ,possibl-e , with little •or no ·helicopter l · · 

maneuver-ing: 
- . I To d(b . this, you had · to know eleactly where to go, 'be 

aware of . the. best fl ,ight- :path in and .·out, and have a godd visual 

impression of the landing zone to reinforce and conft_rm the 3-D 

ph0:tographs . you analy.zed·~:during the .: pre-:-missioii briefings. · This was . 

done by getting the ·m:t.ssion · pi.lots, along ·with the CAS rnan, into 

specially-built shmrt· .. . takeoff, unprepared ·landing;- fixed wing, ·Swiss 

aincraft; ·• 'ifhese P.c,n,:ters '. could take of·f al;-d , land within a couple ,. 
t . hundred feet at . about ·; 30 ·milE!s an hour; They · were flown by , Air · 

Aineri:can . e:tnployees. • · .. Air ·. A1nerica • was a CIA-f-ianced Southest ·Aisa 

airr'i:n~ ·. "" th~se : p:1:lots~were · >"(ild men ... I had ·.:more death-defying · 

flights with them t .han ( did on·our missions. They · would literally do 

whatever.,. yqm· ·,asked .·-r. and • morel ·l I neve,t.- . f-el t .-comfortable peening from 

an · a-:i:rcraft in. a tight 80"'. degree : bank wi th :·.the··. tops of trees above me. .) . . . 
I :break , out ;.in a cold . sw~a:t every · time ·1' ·,think about it . .. They would 

usual:) .. y ·: fly, a.beive the ~lauds, '·.think 'bhey ; were over the -. $pbt . •they 
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wa11ted to , _see and spi;raL down. through the overcast · until they. broke 

.out. .How.· ,maf:l.y .times .that overca~t was only ,a hundred feet or two . 

above 1:;he ground. AP.Y how :rµany times_ we broke out . over the llo Chi 

Minh T:rail loo}dng into t};le eyes of - t ·he .. Al\,A . (anti--:-ai)fcra:tf artillary ) 

batteril~-~ , !'l'h□se cr.ews were ;r:nore ·~urprised ; than we were to see . :;:;ome 

craz_y. ?iircraf.t defying God 1. nature, _. an_d their . own gun emplace:nients. 

. What _. ~ - cra?y. war! ! 

• 
Vie ; would·• have qmr maps . in- hand, plot . the fli_gh:t path from the :: base 

camp . t9. t~e 1r9p-off. point, Time ~~the legs, note the special.· t .erra:l,.n 

featu,r.es .. and get a ,_ gi;>c;>d, :took at,, , tJ1.e land in~ zone. This would allow us 
" ..,j!!::,,, • 

to set up the best apprqach and knqw if we coµld land or would need to 

(/ 

ma~e . ?J. .. hover operation • . Once ,we _were sat ir::;f ied, we'd head back to the 

cam);? -~ anywhere tro:rn..- 101'.'40 mi1~9 away. 

These • pase • qa11tpEi were _$.omething else. 1)1.ey had numbers · to ii!=lnt ify 

th'e.m !S11C.P., as ~S- 7,,. 38, 32 -;, or LS. 2~. . S,g.ine .were sel-f-su§taining, PS 38 

At times we __ just w~5-,:,hE;adqua~ters o:f .st:g.e . ist · Guerilla Bat;tal :f_qn. 

s~~yed j:h,~~~ f(Dr - q.ays. · -It was ,; rel.~tivel}t< saf~.• PS~) however, was a , 

. ; . 

h~J..l ·· hgJ..~ -c: ·. It was. qeido,;m. .sa,fe . and :, we , ne;ver stayed past dq.rk; Even 

thE;! .'; C,~ peop1~ ~!l~ thi: .,Gamers _pu),. led put. at night. I really think the 
>. 

bad .. guy.1::, s],~pt there c::1,nd · the Go:i;_ner-s had tn~ ,: pl~ce duril:;g the: clqy. 

---~~ ::: ·:: 

W.~ - nqrIIJq.lly had ;from at:t hogr. .or-.. :t,wo - foll0\fa,,l-').g the recon flight in :!;.he 

Porter before our work began . That was time enough to recheck the 

aJ:i_-oraft,, .. ~he ·, \;,'.§_.Ei.pon~,, -.::_ s _:u'r.v.ival gear, ··'. and t9r.· a lo:t,, of id).e , ta-lk} . 

A:g.ithi:ng °1:0 :;t~lte :: YEJUfi · ~:1,t_l.d ,_, oft the -: UP¢P~ing :,mi9 ~.ii;m, _l3y theD 

L 

" 
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·e-verything· that · could . be -done wa·s done, , so there was no use re-hashing 

·1t,' in your mind·. ·In the meantime, our -fighter cover was winging its 

way- to a pre:-designated rendezvous· spot s.uch as the elephant's· ear, 

the rooste'r tail, ·and the cross bon·es .locations which had a 

·discernable feature ,when you vfewed. the :topography from -the air or on 

·,a ·.map. Our .sovei.r was ,,us-ually A-1 ', s, .call .sign ."Hobo~". fro~ Da _ Nang or 

P.1:eki u. :· ·Thes.e- · ·guys ·would -do ar1ything for you and saved our sk,ins many 

· :t.f,mes. by g_:tt;i.ng ;right .down· along t _he tree, ·tops stra£-ing al1'.Q:· pu-tt ing 
~ 

W.ill-ie:..~P• s and· :rockets..:-±nto- areas which were ;fi_ring -on __ us. }fe~re_r met 

·the111 ·facre....;to-face, but• I felt I knew each one in a very spe~_iq,l way . 

You were -able· to te'lL :w-.ho you were: war-king .. with ·after .awhilELby the_ir 
-:'-,-

. voic·e·s. , r· · take that -back, . I did ·meet one face,..to-face . - -They.:, were . 

tak-i-ng' us ·across the ·, trai.l :o .ne ,day, into ,an. a,rea we -always werd1 uneasy 

a,bout .. : As. ·one ·.0£ .•.-t·he ·;A-1 '.s was. passi .. ng my ,;ri--ght side, a bat:t;__ery of 37 

·mm ope'ne-d up ·: and the,_·first 'several rounds took his ~~ng rig-ht , off. 

··saw -t'he .re·c;l. fl-are • from the .canopy -and seat eJection system .go o~-f and 

tht'i. ' pi lot! s chute open up .- · I: stayed on t .op · of him . al 1 the_ way ,down, 

. had :-the -. h.oist fully extended, and- was ,_ hov.ering over him as he - was 

.get.ting .out · of. -the- :.ha-r.ne-ss :- . . We :had him ~nbei_arci w:1,.~_hin a minute after 
\ 

he, touched the . g,round . -and alt.hQ\!lgh we -:were_ taking fire, there :":las no 

·daI11qge to :the - hel icopte,r .. , The_ ·,lifobc, · pilot'· s c;inly. in,j :uries wer:,e, to his 

n9se : and . face · which , h~ gqt duri,ng , the eJeo.t ion pr_oce:ss. Tpe foll .owing · 

week :-we received· .a caSE;! . of .Jim•Bea:m, :from ~he · Hobo fligh:t c1t .·:D~ _Nang, 

along ·'.with a -scroll:. -,o •f names and ,Iru;1.ny · t/nanks, 

Our ·takeoff .· ttmes. were planned t .o ,:_get . us ta qur! ·. Hobo j o:l,n-:,-u•pr1po.int and 

:,:the land.1ng. zone •iaxactJ.~r: t1n.-: a·· pr~d.stermilnad· ttm~. ::·.·, Whr.rn .we -.al"~iv~d, · if 



,,-{y :Memoirs by James Villotti 

~there were no identif·ication panels visible or if there was even the 
---

,slightest hint of something oiJ.t of the ordinary, we red-1 ined it for 

.all we were worth. A ho~ering ·helicopter is about the next best thing 

to a domestic turkey shoot you'll ever find. If things went the· way 

we expected them to we came in for the drop-off or recovery . 

Normally, the drop-off missions were made int -□ areas where you could 

_land · the he·1 icopter, cir at ·1east set one gear on the ground. The 

pickups were something else. · You couldn't always coun"t, on the team ,, 
tn2l.king it to a cleared _area because they may have been in a fire fight 

· or were . on the run. · Whatever the reason, many pickups were made by 

hoist . These were always -very touchy and demanding. We att9.,,..:mpted to 

get three . Gomers ·on the. hoist at one time . Whenever you had the hoist 
0 extE:nded and human soul_s on the jungle penetrator, you were in your 

mos:t;: vulnerable position·; · If · you- started taking · fire, -you couldn't 

take off with guys hanging on. I should say you normally couldn't 

take off dragging people through the trees. It would seem like an 

~terni ty before the hoist ·operator reported that they were on board . 

It was even_ worse when he · rt;!ported that part of the team was on board 

and he was takin-g · the h□-ist back down to b1'ing ·up the rest. How often 
t 

I .felt li.ke saying to hell with them and getting out. I never did . 

When. you had. ev.erybody · on board or off- loaded· it was back ·to the base 

camps for- refueling pridr to heading for Udorn. The Hobos esc orted us 

back, said good-bye, and returned to Da Nang. We would check over the 

a-i _rqraft f .ar battle damage and then refue·1 it for the long f 1 ight 

!·hom~. All s:trip$ had 55 gallon drums of ·JP-4:. dropped in by Air 

America. . We alwa:ys., - however, took ou-r own fue·1 wi·th us , anywhere from 

· three to .se_ven: drums in eac-h a-ii~craft. Our trusty b'-it obst i -nant 

" 
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gasol.ine motor pumps . transfered the fuel from the ba1-re·ls into the 

ai~craft fuel system. If they failed, we pumped by hand. By now it 

would get dark and we were always hurrying to -take off before it 

really. set in . 

The return flight was about the same as th~ flight down . Close 

formation, bad weather, . dark, · but coming home we v.ere able to use 

navigation aids td needle our way ba(?k "into · t _he country. Tune in . the 

TACANS, make contact · with . the· Ground · Control Radar_. si t~s, and breathe 

a little easier and share a small sense of accomplishment. I never 

kne.w, 'if · I was doing something warthwhtle contributing to some· overall 

scheme to make. it safe for democracy, 

what I had been directed to complete. 

~ -
but at leas-t I knew I corq.pleted 

I never considered it a ,;].umb 

_game. Tao many-· people were killed and guys ,1n our own outfit died 

treating it as a game. 

Once . w~r~ wer_e back at Udorn we debriefed with the intelligence 

people, stored al 1 - the eq·uipment dragged out that early morning, piled 

in our - trucks and headed far the club .. A big meal, steak, of -~□urse . 

Good, bad, tough, tender, ' 
' ' 

far me it was always steak along with 

several G and T's. I ne.ver drank, g .in and to:n-tc for 35 years but that 

became part of my rout :k,ne ·. Never vari.ed .,, just G and T's and •$·teak . 

Each mission was different, but in many a 9 peots .soJD.e things were 

· common to all of them. · .!f·he :most striking was the scenery as you ·flew 

over hundred of thousands of square miles. of. jungle. No matter where 

you looked, it was beautiful w_ith _differep.t areas offering unique and 
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striking 1eatures within themselves. Triple canopied trees, . hundl:'eds 

· of feet high., packed so · close together that they kept sunlight - .and, . 

human intrusion out. They also kept hidden and confined all life and 

activity beneath ' an uml:>rella of changing green. 

Countless waterfalls cascading down jagge~ walls of karst were 

concealed fr.om view- un-til · you were suddenly on top of them as they 

plunged thousands of feet dawn narrow ravines creating great c loud~ of 
,t, 

mi.st as they entered deep blue pools a.t their bases . .~, -.. ~ \'.! 

. Whq.:t seemed like .small, placid str~a.:ms would change to raging to r rent$ ..,,.,. 
as they fallowed the contours to Lower elevattons. Al 1 of Tuhese 

waterfalls and rivers attributed . their source to the intense ''and 

fierce monsoqns ·which . came and went ·as predica.tably as the r:isi·ng an<!l 

$etting of the sun . . Never have I seem such heavy ~nending r~ins as in 

Southest Asia. They inundated the entire subcont ine·nt . Land that was 

green and -natural suddenly took on the look of a giant mirror as _, 

hundreds of thousands of rice fields and patties fil ·led with water 

reflecting the sky, clouds, forests and ..._ all their surroundings . 

I flew for far distances and all · I could see was. terrac ed ri c e fie l ds 

in all directions. Enough rice was grown there to feed the free 

wor·ld . Control of the rice-producing areas was a strateg i c milit ary 

objective for both _sides; Whoever controlled the bread basket of 

Southeast As;ia controlled the minds and wills of millions of people . 

In sharp contrast - were the mountains of karst - a volcanic mater i al 

whic;h. dominitited large se.cti-o -ns of the country. They C□\lldbe compared 

' 

,• ·:-;1• -
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·wlth our Badlands •: and · md.V-ement '' th:r6tigh " them was virtually fmpossi ble . 

. What made· t 'herii: -· even : mo:r-e hostile ·was the . ci::mstant cloud bases which 

covered their jagged peaks, hiding them from view. It was always a 

good idea· :to climb up' just_ ~i'_li;ti_J;~ '- higlier 'When you had· to · :fly on 
. . . _· .. ! ". . -'~ ,; : •. ~ . ~ . ( ~-:: · ;. . . ~ 

i:ttstt-iiinE?°nts over· th~'iie:L~ii-61'.iiha bl.i'fie·d '.areas. 
.. L•, · . . . ' • / . 

Des·pi -e-e all ~ieriierits ,.: wh:tch·· could stitldetily ti.Jrn hour~ of nonnal 

operations·'· into . moments of sheer' ·terror ; many miss i ons were 

. .. . . )• .. . . . . . . .. . . . ~ . . . 
uneventful . · They were flown as ·planned, · no problems, !1□ decisions and 

_ri.6 puci\:ering. ' '!'her@ ~ere also _.:tnahy time·s during which iny 

ev~rC:..churni'ng stoma6h; 'due to the Thai· food preparation and_ -~ater 
~ 

bci6teria cc:mtent, was thrown into high gear. The first of t~ese 

moments to remember was my -initial cont~ct with . enemy gunfire', There 

k a.si "'. aiways a ' setl~e ' of h~lplessn~ss . but alsa · a '· need to · a.uck , move, run . 

Blit ·: when : you are strapped :1.n A ·seiit afid all r ytm can_ move is <yaur head 

i ~ .· • ' , • , . ,• . ' • . -;. [' ,•, • •, • . • .•. . !> ,. , • , • I . , 

and a:r:ms, =ducking :ts · .. imp6ssibl:e,'· yoi.i · ban' 't -:. f1y with your hea:d down . 

i . . ~- " ~ . . ' . .. . . ··, • . . . . . . 
:r-tovfng- about- is •"out of the quest i on; because ·wh'.ere can _. you go in a 

666k~it? ;~y~~ c~n•t· ffy ~w~y -be~atlse peopii i orl the . ir6tlnd - ~ep~~d upon 

you-: t ·' alway~ did one! =·o.uinb fhing, . howe~er' .' · 1 · always,:-· loaked t he · o t her 

way \ ' · If gunfire was coming from the right, I'd .look to the l eft . 

Always had some replusion of being shot in the head . 

Tli~re · wefe mariy times ' I could heir the bul Hits impact i'ng -Ehe ·' ai:il- c raf t 

• • . ·t ~ . . . .- -. . . . ,. • . '. ~- . • ~ ~ •• . • . ~ .•• 

fusel'age even above -the noise level d'f our own gunners return:lng t h e 

·f i t-~ :' . Sever;I time s ·hiey '-*6uld ' shat ter · the" gla~s -· a s ' -t hey ·tb;.J i'rito the 

· • t'fl'.·• - ... • 1 : •. • • , . • , • , •. , . . •. _ .• 

c o c kptt :- ·rt ·was a hovelty·"to hang · up a ' p:t.ece a ·f plexigitas~ · tull of 

.. ... .. ,... . . . . . . .. ·,~ .. ; -; . .. . ' - .. . .._... . . .. . ' . ' . . . . . . . ' . 

bu1 let h(!)l~s _. back·· i.n 'the hdocn. Btit . after aw-hi le, the ·novs lty - vi-ore 



My Memoirs by · James Vil.lotti. 

',J 

off and besides, · ther~ ,wasn't enough wall space_ in those small 

cub:i.cles to accomod,ate all the war . !3ouve.nirs_. 

Cr.uising along about 5000 feet above the terrain was a relatively safe 

environment. Once :i,n . awhile this safety. was punctutated by AAA. bursts 

which suddenly got .our -attention: You would. suddenly realize that 

someone on · the ground w~·nted to kno9k you out of the sky. · 

Anti-airQraft fire i .s niqe to watch - something like a. 4th of July ,_, 
fireworks display . _ But the consequences ~re di~ferent. _ All you wan~ 

to do is. g~.t away as fast as you can. Quick ·turns, changes of course, 

climbs to higher al:ti tudes were some of the tactics which br.oug~t a --
little safety to you. 

,,. 

Ev~n more spectacular was the visual effects of tracer ammunition 

· str~aking across. the skies. Th~ psychological impac} was extremely 

. vi·vt.d, . especi.;lly when t 'he gunners were beginning to get your range. 

At nig:P,t, tb,.~ impact . was m()re startling but shorter lived. The ground 

gunn·ers couldn't trac;k as well and . when they did, it wasn't for such a 

long time. All they had to goon was S□'l.Uld, a few lights or engine 

t 
exhaust, 

, .. 

One real problem was hoist : pickups, espec:ially if th~ ground teams 

were.• being: · chased. . When . the · hoist . penetratqr came down, . they all 

wa~ted to ·611,.mo on it; , .. a.,t the same time and :get ,pulled 'into the 

relative safety of ~he h~licopter. 

ac,G_ommodate that · type of weight. 

But the hoist motor could not 

The . first :time it happen~d wa? on an 

·e~ergency e~fil t!'ation.. . These \iere bad to ll_egin with becauf:Se. ym.1 

' 
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-always knew that the enemy was in close pursuit of the team and if 

~hey weren't extracted soon, it would be too late. Rpger Erickstad 

and I went i _n as low b _ird to ·pick up a six-man intelligence gathering 

team. The area was not the best Ji'th high trees, so high that 01.1r 

hoist cabie of 225 feet was too ·short to get to the ground. We had to 

maneuver our way down into the trees, watching that our main rotors 

and tail rota~ didn't. contact any limbs. The Hobos were overhead and 

i;t was they who first alerted us that we were taking on fire. They ,,,, 
could ·see tracers coming from our "7 o' ciock" ·position ,.. a real blind 

spot. As soon as the ·VG opened tip, all ::six Gamers hit -the hoist at 

once and. ~ouldn't let go. We were so power l ·imi ted, with ij!·em holding 

· o·n, I couldn't get ·into a higher hover or :maneuver in an attempt ·to 
fl cl imh out and depart the scene·. I ·told the hoist operator to hold out 

his· hand with three fing_ers indicating to them that three was alt we 

could take, This didn't work and I told Roger to fiFe a close burst 

from his:automatic weapon and keep · indicating three only. When 15 to 

20 rounds came down close to. them, they knew we meant business and 

.we.re mor-e of a threat to their security than the VC' s who were only a 

few hundred feet away . Three let -• loose a.ntl we were able to get them 
~ . up. The Hobo·'s were hollering for us .to gP-t out but looking down and 

seeing the others· gaping back nervous'ly· anticipating their rescue kep.t 

us hanging in there.- We did it. Lead Hobo .then told us to p1tk up a 

cer.tain heading, stay low and get on out. Back at the base camp we 

counted 37 hits throughout the airframe. Nobody was hurt. 

There were . o_ther times things didn't turn out so well. When they 

ref.used to let go· o-f the penetrator and we were taking it .pretty badly 

,, 
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. 
'and . it became ·para:mount ' to •get out fast, I told the- hoist operator . to 

dut ·the cable ,. He , would then · hit t'he f :tri·ng switch which would 

activate· a ·_cartridge ; _ '.fhis . would shear the t.cable. at the aircraft. It 

·~mild ,then fal·l , to -the ' ground and . free the aircraft · ,:for takeo-ff. 

. 'there ·we:r:-e other sttuat-ions which also . ov:erloaded -the he 1 i _copter..-

1'his happened~· when ·you -.,landed instead . of di~vered a-nd wE;!n't; _ ;i.n to pick 

up ·, large · lii t-and-run teams. •:. Their purpo1;3e ·was to stir up .,as ,· rQ.u<::h 

irout>le as possible a.nd irritate the VG al 1 · they cGu1d1 . I :fl: . :t;h.ey . 

. succeeded in doing this;- tlie-y were · usually one stride · ahead •of a bunch 

'crf . bad ·guys in i hot purst1i t. 'We usually had , six _to 10. helicopters far 

~ 

these types o :Cfopera~-iofts :where we would haul about 25 Gamers fil ' each 

aircraft. Ori bne ·par·ticular mission, everything .. went ~ong. :: cdft,- flight 

of 10 :dropped off a '·-200~man guerilla search and·· o.estroy :contingent 

wl'tliout any glitches~, · :we were . scheduled t0 return ·· precisely i ·n 2 1/2 

hour's " to!: pick .. them -up. · ·As we . wer-e iruiking •· our, approach into . the . .landing 

zo-n:e·.- t-ne't·e -was · no indicat-ion that .it• would · be -anytld,.ng. hu_t ·a ... :t-.0.'.1.Y):ine 

ex;:fil.' B·ut,· just · as we :were coming: int-a O.ilr ·. touchdown, it seemed as 

i ·f : the en-t1::r·e -r ·ic·e : .fie·lds along:- our righ\ flanks· opened up a1?. i ·:t' • in a 

t 

ce·roetery -- l1.orro'f· . mbv.ie'~ : Mortars --were -' zeroing' in·.,on :::U.S. and I c _p.tlid 

actua:·lly 1::tee the · VC"s ··-co:n1ing out D'f'. ,.their :ho1.e$-~:firing. ?it us. - Ou:r­

f lltght - Grew§ returned ~;ire bu-t it was the Gamers - who rea-Ll-y s(l:V:ed , '\,l$: 

frd'm capture' ·or death. ·· · They came betwee.n us · and the · ·enemy, . ,c;l;ropping 

·down, •retu:rniihg f :1:re,.-with< . automatic weapons, getting up, · retreating 

toward the choppers, dropping down and firing once more .. For this 

'~ . ~ . . . . . ) 

:-mi·ssi·bn, · we ·had two ' flig·ht- -mecha.n·ics on · board. •.rat.her. 'than . one. . This 

:al-1.0wed us~ -~tcf ·1ead a:rtd r:of-::fy.':-lo~d -the· _:G:o:n1ers ·fr.om ·.botl1'- .the ma-i .n ·entrance 

' 
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1.□□r and the aft ra:n;tp .. to s~ye time and speed . up the proce~s. · SSgt. 

' ~:rtelU. was _up front wor!ting the . main door and old MSgt "Dad" 

-~o~th:l,ngha~ .w~s on the aft ramp, We were .the closest aircraft to the 
I 
; 

·:iie~reati"ng _. Goier~ and . t;he,y, were pi.l~ng .on \)oard through both - . . . . 

;_~n:tr;-9-nce \:h_;<O .. J°h!;!r~ was _a •a ;l.ot of -'.F~dio. c~~tter..,! weapqns firing,.:~ / ,omers . .. ' .. . . . 

~.hoi!eril,ng, .and-: un_organi•z1=d chaos. , VG- f .inally zeroed in on us and all 

qf .a -s:udc;len . th€! whple .:. cockpit . seemE!d . to : ~xplode , Our · front . 
. : . . ..... . . : . . . ·_ . ' · .. ·• .. :. .. ·---:: ~- ; . ·-:, .. ·: . ; . : .:; : 

_wi,ndshie ~ds ~. ~ere blown,.qµt,: and sl:ugs ripp~d t:b,ro'1gh -. . . the cockpit area . ,,,,, .. 

~y .. back became _ very ho.:t . and . numb. I cou.I°d hear Dad Wor-thing:P.am . 6ay he 

-cou;l.dn't get the ~ft ramp up . . ~ said, "Don•_t s~~at Jt." ]11grtelli 

le,aid, . "We are l~aded,.:: ~1:t' s get . out_.•. " . I applied max power ,,A"J. -Ht1;=d off 
J . and s ,ti9-r~e4 :_ moying £or~ard !- 1:?u~ npt very fa$t ._ at <;ill. _I coulS;i!l' t get 

. . ,, 
t:qe .nose down .,;fa,r eno:t,ig};l. - _we _we:r:1;_ □1J.t ,. of balanG~ _and t9-il heayy. I 

y~;J..leq. at )furt~lli to start puship.g them forwa;rd. even get a .. <;ouple of . .. . ···· - . . . . .. . ., . 

tlle~ 1~. the coc~pi ~ area,~ He did ~Q.d_ I wa$ . t:q.~n . able to . get . the . nose 

l;_ow. ~}?-□ugh _to gain .. a _irspe~$i and;· c~j,mb. We w~re sitting .. _ducks -all 

a;J. □Rg and ; ._1_ 9- .□ !l' t · lq~.ow how we got - qff . .. The Hql;ms agai.n were ,c dpi~g a 

super"!? jOt> pf p;utttng qr(i~nance into . ~he area that the heayy 

CQr,l.C!;!Rtrat;:l;9n of r1re -• ~fl.S ~Elmit:1-g ,:: f:rom. ·. · ~~n: W~ f .il).a.J,),y got t-Q , our 
1 . t 9ru~~e altituq.e;, I ~e~1ized r · h~4 b~en hit . in the · back , My whole left 

s:/;:de . .- was numb and ,l t~?ins~ered _ cqn1;ro], over ta my co-:pilot i A:bout 

thts - -J:i~e, ._ Mar:teJ.11 g~fl,ed 9ve:i:- -. interph,;me that . some Gamers wer~ also 

w~unded -. bµt he h,c;!.c;;}l;l' t any idea of how many _or how badly because the y 

wer~ packed in like sardines. 

~-· \ ... ·; ~-

~~n-. we ~ande-q. ,r · __ we were G;l_~tpnished <to J:_~arn sev~ra;l things ... ,:First, .we 

~~4 t~l-;en <39 : Gom~rs_. 9n.Qo~~d .. , ; ·our - ~apacity.- .. w~$. 25. lfp wondE;:!;t7 · PBi~, CG 
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(central gyro) was .. out · Of balance. · It's ·a miracle we got off the 

g.round at . all. -- Six ·were wounded and one was de-ad. The other shoc k 

came when we finally got them all out. Dad Worthing ham was gone . We 

. didn' ,t know if,,·he. :f·e .11 out, s1·1pp'ed away aftsr landing, . wh-ich \:.,ould be . . ) . 

hi,ghly_ -unusual-, · or . what. Bef'ore ·1--, could eve-n , think df a~ expI~hation 

pr pl!=ln a cours~ of, .act·ioli·-,,: ·another wave ·-from our flight came: ·- 11-i" and 

whi;:i -st;eps out. of. the.· . Ai r • American he 1 icopter · but· old Dad hims:e.lf: ·­

f_qqe. white as_· snow ..:. _ ev.en though •his golden ·tah ·was -' still ev f dent on ,, 
his arms,, . · He had gott.en out ,crf our he1icopter-· af-ter- all, _. att·empt ing 

t_o;_ close , t .he· aft ramp. ;·_, '.· ·A ·cardinal si-n ~ -you ·never l eave the 'a.i'rcraf t 

wcithout · ~-,cpl:16:it· permi·ss.ion' o-f the · a•ircraft 'co:mrnander ·. He got · out, .., 
started pushing the . ramp up arid at tha-t ··t=iine we 'started l ·iftfri;g.- off, 

When ' that happened·, he -said:·- the .. whole'- world closed in around hiil 

He.re - _he· was, . ·unarmed, .- except for-- h ·is 38, · in -t-he middle of a raging 

!ire ·tight,.· mortars going'. 0ff:: everywlier-e and ' he! · is :··stap.di ng in the 

middle .o.:f a giant rice · paddy, shocked, helpless, and completely alone, 

An Air American pilot luckily . spott~d him as his aircraft was being 

load~d-•and. h~ .hover/~ax1ed ·• over· to Dad wl-i□ - didn't need to be told to 

g~~ ~nboard. · , In all !:p.h.;e . co:1ifusrion; Wo:i-t:&ittgham"ha·d said he was 

get~ing .off , to • bFing u~•·th~-: t:-amp. 
t .- . . . 

He assum~d -I . h~~-rd ·him but o:f ' 

ca>ur9 e .! l. :idi:d-a l t .- · A-, harrowing exp·erien-ee· ··which ; turned: out .. to ·be' ·a good 

co_nyersati•~:n ·, topic wcirtbf many ' laughs-: L One of ·fiiany , such eixper iefoces 

w~ t ·ll: <;l , happy, ·ending . . ,:,.-. :...-:· ··· t: 

My ;°Q,;pk wa._e still_ :.n1:1'11lb,: :-. d . t :ook •o:f -f .my_ re·strainirig harness, { ·lac k vest 

a;lil_4 su;rv,fv.al ·vest ;,· · -'.J.'h·e- sl:ug 1\?ent :~t ;hrotigh· · the l5ac-k ··of. my . seat,· ·throu·gh 

· tl\~. ~l.ack -vest.~-fa.nd skimm•d.. :a ·•J.ontf . -t;ne·. ~1-lidle -ot' riiy back, · N0t-hing ·a 
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good · c1e~4ing and some bandages wouldn't take care of . 

days, it felt all r~ght. 

Within a few 

We stayed in the jungle ·-for ;five days during that operation. The 

following morning, we got another .- shock . About · 5:30 AM my flight 

mechanic came· running to · where I was sleeping. He was so exc ited he 

could hardly talk. All I could make out from his j abbei~ing · was the 

phrase, "One of our· helicopters is .missing. 11
· Now how i!l, the hell 

could ~nybody . steal a 20,000 pound aircraft parked sever~l hundred 

feet away and us not know about it? The whole bunch was awake by now 

and we all started heading toward the parking area . It was ·si,fill dark 

so s~ver~~ 0£ us took our flashli~ht~ along. Sure enough, Gene · 
fl 

WLlliams' helicopter was · gone. We proceeded· to do what any 
. . disciplined military · group of men would do, especially since we only 

had on . combat boots and shorts; 

s c ratched. 

We - milled aroud, mum1Yled and 

The - sun was beginning· to cast its first morning light and we could see 

the tire tracks leading away from . the H-3'e parking spot , The chocks 
t . were still in place. We spotted the helicopter . and what that crazy 

thing had done Frobably could ·ne~er be duplicated again. There it 

_was, 200 yards away, do;n · a h·i11: nestled in a grouping o:f trees, 

apparently without a scratch on it. 

During the ni.ght whe-n. the. hot steaming temperature of the jungle 

cdbled off, the pressure in the brake hydraulic lines bled off.. Also, 

the air pressure · in- the tires dropped off sufficiently to allow .the 
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wheels .to roll. over . the restraining ·chock$. The area was not . level 

with a ,fairly good inci,ine. All ·the circumstances were . perfect to 

start the -aircraft · o.n its f 1 ight of f:reedom. . It .winged its way down 

the ~dope, . thr-·ough: a "hi.•llside 1:1ned with, tr_ee.s and ··didn't hi,t ~:ny of 

'¼hem. : Gene started··.l t · . .-up., ··hover.ed• out · and = set tt back down on the 

pa:rkin:g. ramp. , . What a .week that :wa·s :. . Bob . Fr:.□!st- st.epped in a sink 

hole., · badly spra'intng his ankie; .· sat · for t.wo da-ys with his. f ,o:b·t 

soakin•g; :· mi•ssing all · the aot:ion tn·cluding a few meda·ls :for some 
, . 

heroics we · were al:l'. making out .like. 

We were also.' fortunate _(?) t .o have -our Sqµadron Qommander come over 

--·from Nha Trang to fly .with us, 'A re.al bastard he was. WheJ:J:e,ver the re 

wa.s · "ca chince of .hi.s ge:tti-ng a medal on a m:l.~$1,on, . he was the:r.e. Not 

tt·o·: ctmtri-b1:;l.te ,·:to the , effort, b-u,:t: .-:to ; re,ap: tb.e· . .awards and glory,. .. He 

·.flew as , my copilot .t:h~ _. day we_, g-ot .. _p;it sp bad. , . He got a small s).1ver 

o:f gl.ass on .)1is chee1' . when; t.he .. bursts came . i _nto our cockp_i t · and ·i -t 
,, 

cl,:-J:lW ·some · blood. No more than he would get shaving but for him, that 

~was his Purple Heart. When we got. back to Udorn he went through the 

-proqes~, i.a'il -. the hospita-1. "I- nefus~d ·to e ,v.en .have them -ta;ke · a ., look at 
~ . ~ . 

. t 
my ba~k ., bere.ause we wou-ld have ·gotten one together. I wanted: .no part 

of. 'any- award .with hf1n:~, He rea-l-,J:y showed .his - true color·s arid . 

pr·ofessio-nalism a few;;,.:mon.:ths ],ater,, ~- ! l ~ 

·, .. ·:.,. 

T'here; :w:er·e . ,.six . Amer-i-ca-n: p :ilots r _u .nning~ arou-nd -the- ground about l.5 . 

-mi1'es west; , of_ Hanoi. -An -·EB:::---,66 · c.rew, .. a F-105 Wd.•14 We-asel crew: -and 9 n 

iF·-4D · crew. , __ :'.fbie Jo):lies .an-.d ,Sa:ndys tried. fol:'! three consecutive :.P.9-ys to 

' -g:et them· o_u-t,_, bu-:t t.he -·Rei;:;c~ . T.a.sk Fore~ 0wa5:-_;forced, back by i -nt_ense 
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ground_ f ir.e. They also had to . c _ontend with the MIG' s who were playing 

in their own backyard up there. 

their efforts to bring them back. 

The Rescue foiks finally called off 

I got a _phone call from the 

Operatians -. Center ._ sayitlg _t was , to_,_get same people .aver to NKP for a 
. . . .• -~· -~ q~~ • : . : : } . ( ·\ t. ~ ;!· ~.. . . . ~ . . special mis9ian brief.i~g that mor~ing at 0900_, K. V. Hal 1, Ed Shearer, . . '• : :! 

, ; 1 t-

Roger Erickstad and ~y~·elf :~ :took a _bird anq , reported to the 

Intelligence Section. We .. were mE=t by big wigs from the 7th Air Force 

Joint Personnel ;Reco"":!'er.y .Center ,out of. Saigon. The center was '- . ... 
commanded by -an Army tw~-star general, Hi 9 deputy was ·-an _ Air For-::~e 

Brigadier .. We all. sat- ~awn and an Army colonel briefed us. We were 

ta take a thr:ee'-ship Pqny Fligbt into _North Viet Nam and b~lng these 

pilots out . . · That basical~y was the mission. The first thin~ that 
r, entered my mind which I. stoo_d up and asked was, "That's a Rescue 

mission, how conie the r,lolly . Gr~ens aren't involved?" . I was told that 

they had been but refused to a~tempt any further recoveries because of 

t~e untenable situation. 

couldn'. t. 

.I was wondering what we could do that they 

My thougp.ts we:r-e answered . a~ .the grand pi.an began to unfold before us 
t by _the briefe:r::, .Thip ,was .the scenario. We were to fly special South 

Vietnamese co.mmando teams who wer;t'f dressed up in ·the North Vietnamese 

unLforms . and drop the:nt off --in the yic,ini ty of the down!2d American 

pilots. These co:rmnandas ; ,would make contact with the Americans, get 

:th/3-:r'n .all together, we would then came in, . pick them up, and fly back 

to NKP. dn the surface it seemed li-ke a reasonable thing to d_a. The 

A-1 Sandy pilots who warke,4 with the Jollys in their attempts would 
~ . 

_accompany the Hobos -and le~d us into t.he .,,irea . . Wha,t soundeci like a 

I"' 

> 
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go·od plan began to , take · on doubts when the . Sandy pilots expressed 
their reperva·tions about any helicopter getting into that general 

·area. But - we • would g·1 ve it a ·go. · We spent the rest of the · day f 1 igh t 
planning a ·nd then flew back to Udorn. 

The next morning ·I led a flight of three H-3's back to NKP. We 
touched down about 2:30 AM and were r-scorted to the far side of the 
field. A-bout that same time, one of the· ominous . C-1~ Black Birds 
representing the special activites group touched down and taxied 
beside us. Covered vans pulled up to its aft ramp. About 30 Game rs 
dressed up 1:ike North Vietnal!l soldiers ci imbed on board · the~ans . 
wer.e then driven over to ·our helicopters , Security controls were 

u 

They 

extremely tight . When they were all buckl~d down, we started up and 
began what was -to be my. most interesting, discouraging, 

_ disillusioning_, and •wildest experience of my life. 

We joined up and· headed · north out of NKP at about 800 feet. Suddenl y, 
KV Hall called saying he was - loosing his main rotor transmission oil 
and was going down =- for an · emergency landihg. I told Ed Shea:rer to . ~ 

stay with : me ·and we would follow him down. KV touched down and Ed - and 
I were right along side . ' We ·landed in an open area about a qu9.-rter of 
~ mi le · from a smal 1 Th~i v:tl:lage .·,. ' Suddenly thiµgs happened so fast 
al).d unexpectedly that. we were totally unabl~ · to react to a chain of 
e _vents which led to an international incident. 

The , Squth Vi.etnam spec•ial_ forces troops which we · llad onboard had been 
fight .1-ng -the i,.,ar for years ancf wer'e part of a highly traineid spec i a l 
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combat unit. For ' mise16n·, after mission, month after month. they were 

totally involv~d in assault landings. Whenever they jumped out of a 

landing helicopter, • .they w9.re ·in._, bad , guy country with VC firing at 

them before they took three steps away from the helicopter. Thei1-

whole training, in fact, their very -survival, · demanded that they get . . 

out· and shoot at - anything that moved. They understood no English and 

when the three of us touched down, · there was ho way for the-m. to know 

.what was happening. ,_ . Litt le did they know they were sJill .in 

Thailand, 

• . 

The . Thais .. area · very friendly and happy people. Whe·n the ~:i. l ],agers 

he-ard our formation and--·saw it coming in for a landing close 'to their 
I 

settlement, they were eager to see _what was going on . Well, as. soon 

as our wheels t _ouched, -the Gamers . were out · ready for blood. They had 

spotted the Thais coming to . have a lo□-k and began to pour automatic 

weapons fire and grenade · launchers in their general directiq_n . All 

you coul-d see . was Thai butts scurrying for cover as the whole world 

exploded around . them. It must .have, taken us five minutes to settle 

the Gomers down and convince them we were in no danger. Once ·things 
t se-t·t1·ed, it didn't take long ·, f-or the villagers .to show- their 

hospitaLitj in spite of the near destruction of their town and 
f 

-~emselv~s. -- -They so-on were feeding the .Goniers bananas,: grapefruits _, 

and other delicious tropical fFu·its always in abundance thro•ughout the 

area. · 

· I ·managed to contact . the-,· Sandy and Hobos 'who •w~re coming to join us 

and' asked for .·another helicopi;;er from Udorn to rep1ace KV' s .. ' Within 

,' 
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and hour and _ a half- the -whole . gaggle was once more heading for the 

North Viet Nam border and our objective. We refueled at the last Lima 

site next to the border and from then on it was the Sandys' ball game . 

They had been up there with the Jollys and knew where we were going. 

It didn't take long ~~for~ we reali~ed why _the Jolly' s had g.iven up . 

The whole sky , lit up ·as 50.mm . tracers ,cri?s-crossed ~he a i r around us . 

- KV'_s ~ircraft took ·a tew hits but .that was all-. , . . ~ l . ,.. . • · . . As .we proceeded 

closer to Hanoi, it was evident th~t to insert these special teams 
+ 

covertly wa~ out of the question . ... The whole countryside. was populated 

wit,h .f~rms, villages, . ~nd was dott_ed w-ith countless thatch huts . We 

. could la_nd, ·1et the Gamers out but, -everybody · in the surroun1,ing area 

would know -it and that would be suicide for our teams and maybe us. 
,, Suddenly 1 the sky tur~ed yellow in .-front of us.· ' AAA batter i es were 

~ goins qff eve~ywhere and the Sandys told us to do ·something nobody 

_que,s .tioned . 
. ' We did a 180 and ·gqt the hel 1 out of the.re. 

We lande9- .):?ack at NKP about nine hours after that early morning 

de_;,~_rture . Th~ , ,A-r;my t .w9-star was .waiting along with his staff . It 

se:~ms lik~ the eps,iog.e near the Thai . vi.ll~g.e got ve.ry high le.ve:i 
l 

attention . Qur- South Vtetnam Amba_ssa,dor along with the US · Ambas•;:;ador 

to Tha_i land, the Secret~ry .of State and numero.us mi 1 i tary advisors r . • ~. . . .. 

were cl~scus:5ing th.e _ incident wi t:t;i- gipv~rnment of Thai .lap.d 

representati".~s. I g1;1ess it appeared for a short t:1,.me that Thailand 

had been invade~ by North Vietnam - . an event certainly worthy of high ~. .,. . . . . 

level concern. · I knew the ramifications of our small "invasion forc e" . . ' . ... . . ...... . .. . ' . .,.,. . .. ' - -·· .. 

con~inued beyond that day, but we _ he1:1-rd nothing mqre about it.- ., In . ... -:··-:~ . . . 

fact, I .~~yer., gave it .any :r;nqre ··c;;pnc;ern, although it was worth a · good 'I .• ••• . -,. • , . ,.., , 

' 
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laugh later on, espe·cially since no one was hurt. 

After we debriefed, the two-star said we were to try it again the next 

day. We did, and except for. the shoot-up-·the-Thai-coulitry~id~ 

episode, the resu.lts ·were· .the ·sa.me•·. They shot the hell out of us. 
. ~ ;~:. ·: .=h;i ·{.· - . .. 

Same · debriefing,same :: c,rde·rs - go ag_ain the next · day. I had begun to 

doubt the ·sanl ty of . ai\ of this but . we reluctantly· took off for t"he 

third time. This time ·, we weren't ·so lucky, however. KV's crew chief ,,, 
got hit in the l_eg, two GOmers in my plane received wounds, and one in 

Ed's was killed. I couldn't believe what I heard following the 

debriefing. We were told tq go again! ! ~ 

. q 
At each one of these debriefing sessions our illustrious Squadron 

Commander was there. ' This time he wasn't flying · with us. He was 

smarter that I thought and probably figured there were safer missions 
,, 

where he could get more medals. He never said a word, but I finally 

did . . I asked the two-star general just what it was the Joint 

Personnel Recovery Center was trying to prove - meaning him, of course 

- but I wasn't that direct. I went over crur missions, explained we 
t 

could never do · what we were ordered to do. Besides that, the 

emergency signals suppo·sedly · coming from the downed crew members were 
:·· . . .,;. . . . . . 

stronger - when they should be getting weaker. I final:l,_y said that if 

the .mission was pol:tt'ical to sho·w . that the U.S. was heavily in~olved 

in getting out downed ~r~ws even ~io~e ' to ' Hanoi for back-home 

propaganda purposes, . theri" te 11 us - and we could plan ·the · mission and 

react accordingly . . · B~t if. we were really expected to do what we had 

• • ·_ 1" ' ~- • • ~,., ' • : • • • .. . • ~ • • '•. • • • ·- • • • ' ' 

been ordered to do the past three ¢tay·s, then it" _was simply a suicide 

' 
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badly tho11gh1? '. µp _. with :p.o possiple chance of success. 

, , .,: -~ ;. ? r:_·. , .. 

There was .a ·. te~:r .i ble., s1,.J~rice i .n the r.oom- as t~e two.,..star stared . back · 

at ·,'.··I!IE? . . T_l.!.e ,' Li;;. ~9l. :, \ ~~9; -lea·d ; the Sandys broke · the,.-si le nee as he added, 

"He/ ,:~ . r-igh'.f ., :. ~ep.§!rah''. ·,. Tp_e . General. loo~ed.- J;:>~Qk. ,to . me and s~id, - "I' 11 

tak~ '-' c-a;r~ :: .. □f you late+l Maj or, , put. for p.Qw you;r , crews are off tl;l.e · 

ho_o~. I -' 11._ hav.e !;he · Army choppeJ: -·.,people take · over fro~ here,." He 

did , '·· ~ ::I:'he . n~xt i:,morning: four •. Army, Hu~ys .~headeq.-, nor~h with the Gamers 
. . . tlf, 

ab9~r_el..: They -, we:i;-e .ne-ve:r: , hearq. from , again . ¥.,Q~ did I ne.ar from the 

ArP.1-Y. ' Genei:-a-l, hiq .(tir , Fa.:rce Deputy.0 or the Joint . Per_sonne 1 R~$<;:>very 

Center-. -]cy ,$quc;p.r.on .~o~nq.e·:r was .-some-thing elpe. Of a .11 ~i.~gs , he 
::,.> 

coµ).d;n' t figur~ , out how in the wo;rld I could -p.ave embar:r;-ased him., in 

. ~ fro,~t ... pf . al),. · those · people!! . . - I ·· dpn' ;t ,· remember all that I said to him. 

That was the only time I was ever disrespectful to a superior during 

my , ~ntir.e . m,4.li t ary , career.. All my feelings tor,ard hi.IJl came -.· p~ur:ing 

out _. He p.ey~r sa;l.d a wp:r:-d, _but he had -:the l~srt dne on ~y ·e:f:(iciency 

v repor,t .. , q. pr!ma~y t~ctor· qf w);l.y. L .never . made full Co.lon~l. .. But 

franli:)l..y, 1 t : w~s . worth it. . l' m ~LI. ve . . and -well . . : Wot · like ·the Ar.my 

crews. L • ~ .:.• : ·, : ·.·: ·• • .:; T ,.,• 
. t 

~, 

Wo1,1ki~g -·for ,.the -A~.my ·htgh . command was.- much .different than working .wi t h 

the Army:-.. helic':)pt~r,,.pilbts·., · .. il. · tnade · s9me good ·-friend~ w~th the Grunts. 

Whe1;1ever '½hen~ -~wa9 _ seine -:qii:~siori: ·l".?hiGh . r~quired. .the power and. •· );.1:f.t · 

capaq;lty great~r t;h.i:in i 9ur-., JJ.b~ i ~. · 1;£).ey,•,,would . br:l,.~g . Jn the Cr.i:r; 4!7, ,:, heoks 

from . y.ar ;l,q,µs ,._(lnJly }tr~n~por-t;ation , qompanies ,a .. T!?-ey .were qut te . ~ :_:bunch. 

Al t)?.o:qgp..- w~ .. .f lew -.thE; ic!-.m~ _:rniE?s:l,.p:p.-" tgpk off ·· fro:µi .thi: same ba§le , and . . \.;r.·~ ·:. , . •. . ' . . 

la~Q.ed , ~-t _.:.- th~ ·, ~a:rne · SJ?9t.~:'.· "fe f n,.ev~r {lew witl1. .. the~, They "be.l; i,eved, that 
i ~ . 

' 
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the . only way to get · ;from Point A to Point B was to fly a straight line 

between them. It didn't ·make any difference what was · in bet":-7een. If 

th~re were enemy ~o:0:cen.trations along the route, we would ·go around, 

bu:t not the grun,ts. :_ They'd go straight over, shooting all the way. 

When they ianded, the first thing they would · d□ · is strip and c].ean all 

the weapons. } Next . it wo~ld be to light· a f!~~-- The crew chiefs and 

gunners cooked our llleal while the pilots broke out their "emergency 

ration" box of excellent ' iiquor and mix. Everyone ha~ a befcire-:meal 

drink. 
•, . ., 

We'd eat and · only then would they take . care of 'their 
. . 

helicopter needs . I must say they had their priorities right. Many 

of .them had. three tours iri Southest Asia. I would have ha~different 

priorities too if r · knew I would spend three to four years do.ing vfhat ,, 
. . 

we were doing, A great bunch of . men . . 

The episode of the Gamers and the Thai "invasion" was caused by lack 

of communications. Non~· of the hundreds of Gamers I hauled around 

during all those mis~ions spoke English. I didn't even know what they 

spoke. This factor was always a constant cause of worry to us. It 

wasn't_. a problem when we were taking them in because we first picked 
' ,t , . ·. . 

them up at some base camp while the CAs· guy supervised the whole 

~ffair. Ve dropped them off at some pred~tei1n'ined hole in the jungle . 
r:~ . 

But exfilling them was another thing. The only way we·._.- made contact 
.• 

with the team was by coded, col'ored, panel cloth shaped into so:ine 

symbol. . If we saw the panels and they told us what we wanted. to know, 

we'd .come in .and land, You would never see a Gomer until you were 

dqwn on the 'gr,6urid when 'S~ddenly they would. appear from the jungle 
. f::• ·~· 

covering: It . was impcissible to tell if they were, . in fact, the good 

. " 
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guys .you were pi·cki-ng up. Everyone- who wasn't American look.ed -0the.,~-----

same, especially in combat - dress. The only sure was · of .kndwing : i..f .- ::you 

were rigbt was if they didn't shoot at you. · Sometimes we ·:were · wrdng 

when our exfils were compromised with dire consequences. · To s ·um it · 

up, coming :~in for' a · pickup was always a puckering e ·xper-ience because 

·. you : didn't - know what : or who would. ,be greeting you·. 

There are · two other . event$ .I want to recal.l . Once because it was a 
~ , 

tragedy and : the :other because it was an encounter with disaster in a 

most unexpec·ted way .. As I said before, . . ., whenever we had an emergency 
~- r , . ' 

exfil, · it -~as usually -bad and unpredic:table. 
.:.! -·•t -::· . . 

Jay Oberg a,nd. ·I were -sent in· td'{pick up a · ··team ·who _was .on a short, .but imper.tart'!;, 
. --~ . . .. 

intelligend·e.:..gathe.ring · :r~.'ission. : · Apparently, :they were carrying 

i:nformat·ion ·about ·the ma•in. ·communications lines going from Nor.th Viet 

Nam . into· .the Parrot's Beak area. They were .being chased ,and. it looked 

-as if they -would be overcome be-fore we got to them. Whenev·e:r there 

was a pqssibility ·of -a real quick extraction, and the ~af:er means .of 

using ·the hoist penetrator was too slow, we: used the McGuire . •Rig .. 

This was. a ·.very long rope affair with loops in it to secure, feet and ) _ . .. . ,._ 

hands.:- T:qe ·guys mn the gr·o-u.nd would simply _grab onto the ·rope and .. ;;, 

we'd · 11f-t ithem up a.nd· fly· .away W1iile . they . hung on .- · You would :then fly 
. ~ :: . ' 

let·~down, ·•.;they : wotild get : off,' an.d then ybu~ -d land 'and -tO a 5a_·f9· ,area I 
·. :f 

pick them i up. ·we got to them but some wer-e already ·:,wrmndeti: and all 

:w~re on th~ run. Jay and r threw out. the rop~s-; , .four gra~bbed mine 

·a ·nd si-x . wete oh his:> ' The -Ve couldn't hav.e ·been but sevet--al·-·,hundred 

:feet away ::and as we :we:re lifting ·away, • they began to shod.t a:t, the 
.-;q·(r.:-: -

dangl;i rig I tafge ts . Three were' hit and khdck'ed of'f Jay I s r·ro'pe .. One 

~ 
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cl.ropped from -mine . while we were ~t abo.ut 300 feet. There_ wa~ , no safe 

area nearby and we had ~o climb to 9000 feet to get across the Ho Chi 

Minh Trail. Th~ six Gamers hung on and we flew over 80 miles before 

coming down to _6000 feet once we crossed the trails . Another one fe 11 

off Jay's rope enroute and when we landed, we had five remaining 

survivors whose hands . had to be pried loose from around the ropes. It 
. . · .. { : 

took a long _time for me to get over that experience . I saw men. die 

before, but as in a;l._l · events, circumstances determine impact. · See!l.:ng 
t1f, . 

those Gamers falling to the jungle floor was horrible. 

... ·:, . 

The other e_vl!!·nt took . place without benefit of the enemy ~laiming _I/: .i~ . . . . . . , . . . . ~ ·. 
_victory, Ed (Shear~r wa~ my wingman and we were returning home from a ' ~- ·: J! . . . . . ' . 
routine mi~kion. Eq. and I had known each other · for a long time . We . . ;. 1 ~ . . . 

were together at Lowry f+ying the SAC ~issile ~ite mission. We went 

to Shepp~rd together where he was in my flight of .•. instructors and we . . ,· ' . .. 

went to Vietn~m together. He was a very skilled pilot an~ fine 

of.fie-er. ]{eturning home as we had so many times before, he was flying 

my right wing . All of a sudden, it happe.µed a mid-air collision. 

Ed had run into me. Our ~otor blades h~t and we both went ~9wn . I had 

11 peopl~ bnboard and he had a like amount. I had very little control 

of the helicopter as it was porpoising like mad. We _hit hard but 

level, thank God, alfd except for some very sore bones and bodies, . . ,_ .. . . .- . . .. ' ·. 

everyone was all ri_ght. : I . never did _ see Ed cir know what happe-ned to 

him. We were eventually picked up later and then ·r learned that Ed 

and his group were a~ay. The _Squadron Commander got the final licks 

there too as Ed's OER (officer evaluation report) was also one that . .... . . ; - . ,. .· \ . : ; . . . . . .. : ·-?r;·:;.. . ·, 
you would ·want to pu~l out ·of your files and burn. The mid-air 

' ! ' •. •• -. - . . .. . • ~ 
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collision occured only 10 days from the scheduled end of . t our and 

departure for home . rt became my last flight because I ,;;aid to hell 

with it . Enough is enough. Ed didn't fly either bec ause he was 

downgraded to copilot status and th~n left shortly after me . 

There were ·:same nice things ta remember, tao. One was the clo.se, and 

genuine friendship I developed with my fellow pilots in the Ponys . 

Our logo was TPRS ~ THIS PLACE REALLY SUCKS. That acronym wa.s ·seen ,,,, . ,., 
all oveT Sc5tithest Asia. On clubs, latrines, trees, roeks, huts , 

helicopters, stationery., everywhere. And ·we would never tel l anyone 

outside • of the unit what TRPS ·stood for. ,I' 11 never forge_:t, · walking _,, 

. down the hall at PACAF headquarters· after - I had been assigned there 
11 from Udorn. · General ·crane stopped_· me as we happened to pass · eac h 

ot her and out o-f a clear blue sky·, he asked me, "Villot~_i, · what doe.;; 

TPRS mean?" · I laughed and told him. He- was a colonel ·and wing 

c ·ommander o·f the 453rd TAC . Fighter ·Wing while I · was at Udorn. We had 

TRPS ,even sten9iled on his staff car. I still use it to 

affectionately describe how • we al;l felt . The whole plac e suc ked , t he 

:food, climate, war and whatever we were ~ttempting to accomplish by 

our heroics . 

-Btit TPRS kept us a11 · t'ogether and united; · It was very_ evident by 

' another sayiri.g · we had - . and proved. "Tb.ere is always room at a Pony 

table." No · matter haw, ·big or smal 1 the table - at the bar , mess hal 1, 
. , 

you name it, all - the Ponys sat at that table. If two or ~hree guys 

went to eat .. ,and sat down ··and·_: 'fot,1r or eight mare : Ponys came in ; they 

all sat 1).t .- the same table. · rt was ama.zing but nothing eve·r wound up 
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on the floor, got spiii~d or tipped over. It was like the parable of 
the fish and loaves. No: ·matter ho~ many came_,· there was always room 
far more. 

And, of course, you just had ta go to the nightly movie. You were 
out'doors, with benches to sit on; and invariahly you watched terrible 
flicks. I didrt 1 t ·know they mad~ so many bad f;llms but nothing is ever 
too good far· the· ·American GI. And rain, but you never,¢, walked out, no 
matter how bad · it was or how hard it . was raining, you stuck it out 

until the bitter end. Why? · As .we said, it killed another two hours 
off the toilr. And counting the time remaining of your tour~as very 
important and a major production. When you first arrived you had to 

h get the best Playboy centerfald ·yau could find. The picture was then 
divided off into 100 areas - no more and no less. Each area was then 
numbered from 1 to 100 ···and when you had passed the 265th day of your 

. . . . ~ . tour, it was time to start ln?li-king and filling in the 100 blqcks on 
the calendar - start'ing with ·100 and going downward . That was always 
a grea·t day and it called for a party when someone reached that 
plat.ea ti: · Nledless · ta say, you very se lect-i ve ly numbered those areas 

. ' . . t . · cpvei'ring the main ingredients of the figure with the lowest six to 10 
numb:Jrs. The final number one area was blocked out the morning.you 
got up, a11 ' 'packed, tickets. in hand, ready to board the ... out-of-country 

. . 

passenger flight. ' The location of the number one area didn't vary too 
much -:for. thousand~ of guys. 
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