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10. INTELLIG"B:NCE: 

a. Eastern War Zone C: There are two systems of supply and infiltration 
r,outes in this zone: the Saigon - Michelin corridor along the Saigon Rivor 
~sin, and the trails and ca.ches running diagonc.lly from the "Dog's Neck" to 
'GIle Sc.igon River (southeast to river junction at XT 4'; :>3). Historico.lly, 
War Zone C has beon an inviolable aroc. from which the onomy MS providod man­
power ~ materials to the battlefield. High lovel he.:tdquc.rtars, roar service 
inst.:tllations, training canters. and hospits.ls c.ro locatod in this ar04. 
~a.se nro'lS 3';2 and 3:3, straddling the Cambodio.n border into vlar Zone C, not 
qnly cont.9.in the Haa.dquarters of Central Offico, South Viotnam, (COSVN) but 
8:1so provide rost aroas for l1'ain Forci enemy units. Main Force units also 
j,nfiltrate .md initiate tho preparotcpry ph~ses of offansive operations from 
£hasG base c.roas. : 

I ' 
i 

b. The 'Ihroat: From mid-Soptomber until .)arly llov..lmber, enomy initiated 
~ctivitY' was chD.ractorisoo by scattarOd attacks by firo, light groundprobos, 
ground to c.ir firings .:tnd logistical opomtions. However, during thooarly 
n?oming hours of 4 Nov..lmber, FSB IKE and FSB JAlrIIE rocoivod ground probes while 
I!'SB ST. BARBAIl4 f.IJld FSB VICKIE rocoivod. attacks by fire. Although tho K2 
B~ttalion of the 271st Regiment W1S id~ntifi3d Q,S p.:trticipo.ting in tho attack 
Qn FSB IKE, no oth~r unit id'mtification W!l.S li13.do. On 20 Novamber, tho futuro 
intentions of the 9th VC Division woro unknownl howevor, it was bolieved that 
1;.he 4 Nov"mber attacks, as well as others throughout III Corps, sig-aaL...d· the 
qeginning of the firstphaso of tho Wi.'1tor - Spring Offensive. According to 
qocuments cc.ptured in III Corps, tho initial phase of the campaign would be 
trom 3 to 2~ Novombor. In War Zono C, ·the 9.:C .. VC Regiment was believed to 
'Qe lec!lt.:xi in thenorthwostem quarter of the aroo. of op3rations, with tho 
mission of attacking FSB'S CAROLYN ~nd IKE. The 271st VC Rogimant was believed 
1;.0' be in the contral portion of tho area of operations lUld proparod to attack 
firo ,support basos in the cont~l and o~stor.n arOds.Although its oxnct in­
tentions wero unknown, tha 272nd VC Roeimont was tontativoly placed in South­
lIostorn Wa.r Zone ,C" ;mdill was beli.:)vJd to bo dostilloo. for Baso Aroa. 355 • 
Attacks in War Zono, C w()~ld bo .su?port,~-d by 9th VC Division orgo.nic. artillery 
~d sappor units, . and possibly tho N-16 Armor Office, COSVl~ •. Resupply 'tJ,ctivity 
qontinu~ and was expoct d·to incro~so. 

\ . .. " 

11. MISS IOl'l : On the basis of the abov;) irit;)l11gGnco, the 11th ACR was placad. 
~&~r the oparationl!1l co.ntrol or the, 1st' C!lva.lry Division (»1) andOp~r."tiOn 
.~ TRAVELER was pianned. " rnstructions' f)-ora the First C.:lvalry Ditision (AM) 
Operationc.l Guidanco gave, the'Ihird SqUlldron, 11th ACRthe, mission, of locat.­
.ing, int3rdicting, .md neutralizing b"so o.roas, cllcho sitos, end the anOl!\Y 
lines of co'3D.Ullic~tion amno.ting from B'lsO Areo.s 3:: 0 .md 3,2 • 

.. ' 
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1~. CONCEPT OF CPE.-:u.TION AND EXECUTION: The Third .3quadron, 11th ACR, cemposod 
ef I, I, and L Troeps, 1-'1 CC':"'PIl.ny, and o.n erg!lnic Hewittler battClry, was given 
the missien ef cenducting ~L "roo. recennaissance ef tho E!lstorn Sector ef War 
Zone C. The First Cavalry Divisien (Ar-!) was to previde twe cempanies ef 2/7 
Cavalry and ene platoen ef cIa Engineers, who wore te be reinferced by four 
additienal mine sweaper teams. Also und,)r tho eperatienal centrel ef tho 
'Ihird Squadron were te be two companies ef CIDG from MINH THANH and ene pla toen 
from the 919th Engineer Compo.ny (Armered). 

In conducting their r3cennaissance, the Third Squadron would cenduct a 
multiple route, cross country penetratien through AO Dalla.s aleng the axis ef 
route 246, executing cembat assaults o.long the road to clear it ef ebstacles. 
The First Squadron, 11th ACR, weuld bo prepo.rod to reinforce by meving into 
the aroa ef eperatiens and cenducting operations. 

a. General: Tho operation began on 24 Hovember, 1969, with th3 o.rmor 
celumn pushing into the eperatienal tlre!l tlS planned. As they progrossod, it 
became evident the t'3rrain would limit their spe3Ci considerab~. Alse, they 
encounterod incroosing signs of enon:ry presence and fin.al~ ha.d a fw miner 
centacts. On 2 nevember, the Third Squtldron's advance grootly slowed, tlnd 
they fell even further behind their timetable. Because ef anomy ha.rrassing 
actien, they wore ferced into time censuming sweeps, genero.lly te the north 
and awoy from their routo ef march. Those onc:mw actiens woro vory of.~ octivo, 
for they slowed tho 3.dvance, infiictod c:lsUtl.lities and equipment lesses, 
and teek the eloments ef tactical surprise and initiative thAt aro se impert­
ant to armer. 

On the merning ef 26 Ueve:::mor, dis astor struck the Third Squadron. 
Enemy RPG's hit several koy vehicles in the Collllilalld Pest NIP, and the ens~ing 
~lesions and firo destreyed a number of vohicl~s tlnd caused num3roud c~SUD.l­
ties. Tho remainder ef the dny wo.s spent recovoring from tho pr3-dawn attG.ck 
apd participating in small ~cennaissance oporatiens in tho araa, in which 
there W!lS seme actien. There was little conb.ct tho next day, hewever 
sevoro.l minos and c~chos were discevered. In the evening, I Troop was hit by 
an attack but thore was ne ground probe thoro, ner anywhere elso, t.h.at night. 
Tho Squadron W9.S ordered to return to FSB JAKE, which they did en 29 ~lovcmbor. 

b. 24 November 19691 On 24 November, Third Squadron bego.n their ponatrot­
ien and oparation TEXAS T].AVELER was undo:rwa.y. M Cempany, in tho load, rumbled 
across tho bridgo spanning tho Saigon Rivor at 0630 hours. Six minutos lator, 
L, TroopDJ.se was on tha wostom bamk and I, K, o.nd mIT/3/11 ACR wore cressing. 
By 06; 5 heurs, the lmm THANH CIDG h:J.d boon o.irlifted by Chinook to FSB JAKE, 
and the tracked vehicles of the Squadron ware rolling forward in a column for­
mstion (L Treop on the right fellow.;d by I Troop, and M Company loading tho 
left column followed by I Troep). 

The celumn had movad about one o.nd tl half kilometers from tho bridge when 
M Compnny discovered 8 - 10 fresh bunk<lrs. loca ted on~ 40 metors from tho road. 

3 . 
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Continuing, they re!1lilled. tlla JtWe\.grbUnd wlis bcconiiRe ·too soft to support the 
heav" ~8·s, and M Company was fo~ced to tr&vol on tho road (246), Thqy were 
than by-p!1sS00 and tho right hs.nd column, with L Troop :in front, took the lead. 
As the Squadron pushGd forward they found :increas:ing signs of tho anemy, but 
still thare was no contact. Only twanty minutas o.ftar f:ind:ing tha bunkars, 
M ComptUly found !i 10_ round (IT 603822) and tracks lood:ing west. N:ine minutes 
after this, a Pink Team raportod seo:ing fresh tracks and a ona and one half 
foot deap hole near tho road (XT 596822). Tho farther tho column tr!1veled, 
the lass trnfficable the ground bocs.me, and by 08.5D hours, two M Company tanks 
vero mirod in tho marshy' ground noo.r 246, Tho tankors workod quickly and 
efficontly to freo tha vehiclos bafora the lIIArch was delayed. About all hour 
lfl'ter, L Troop found footprints (IT 585830) and at about the same timo I 
Troop, following L Troop, found a trnil that had b ,.j;::m usod by five :individuals 
about 24 hours biltQre. lfinutolJ later, an aircraft spottoo two recontly evacuated 
fifty-one caliber machinrguns positions about six kilometers Mood of tho 
approach:ing column' XTSJ4875). 

During the rema:inder of the day, L Troop lJlAdo most of tho visuals sight-
ings and contact. At 1118 hours, ona of thoir ACAV·s hit a mine which was 
planted about fifty motors from the road, at XT :5'52845). Tho m:ine blow a 
rear wheel from the tr&ck, but caused no cnsualt:lo.s. The units rolled forward 
for one kilometer to XT~8842 where L Troop discovered a trail running north 
and south which had been usod by 20 people. L Troop followed the trail and 
found a dud, 250-pound bomb which thoy bl3W :in place. At 1300 hours a forward 
air controller spotted a major bunker complex at XT502804 and calloo in ar­
tillery. 

The westward move continued with L Troop l~ading tho column. At 1439 
hours they we~ in a briaf fire fight in which one trooper was killed---­
~neD:ij" c!lsualtios' were unknown. The troop moved forward in vigoeous pursuit 
of the fleeing enemy' and f:inally regainoo contact at 1~ hours. They 
suffered. no c~sualtiOlt.! in the short fight. Later, during a sweep of the araa, 
they found one NVA killErl, six 60mm rounds, 300-400 pounds of rice, 100 
pounds of corn, pots and pans, two halmet l:inors and a bloody trail at IT 
538848. That afternoon K Troop went to the LZ at XT 56J843 to pick up the 
2/7 Cavalry. The 2/7th Cav would bo divided so that one platoon of theirs 
~s with one platoon of !lrmoroo cavllry. The 2/7 Cav soldiers were to ride 
Qn the tracks until a contact doveloped or the tracks ont)red a bunker complex. 
At these times, the inf~ntr,ymon would dismount and either search or assault, 
stay:ing botweon the tr&cks. 

In the early evening (1920 hours), a trip flare on the southern flank 
of L Troop strong po:int (vic XT 5 58840) was ignited. L Troop eng3ged the 
enem;y with org,'Ulic fire, us:ing lllum:in~tion and l'i2mu rounds. Artillery sup­
ported by firing defensive concentrations in the suspected 3rea, and a Light 
Fire Team that supported reported receiving return fire. Twenty .;l:inutos later 
the enemy broke contact, after inflict:ing no CDosualllio.. .&iemy co.sualtias 
were unknown. 
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By the evening of 24 N~'femJ~~rci;o~d'~ered the small 
area in which most of the neit'lhf.eEr"" days action would be centered. The 
terrain fluctuo.ted between lightly and moderately wooded stretches. Most 
of the trees were dead from defoliation. When the bamboo c.nd oCC4sion41 
gullies made o.rntor op61"l1tions difficult. When the bamboo c.nd heavy underbrush 
thickets betweeh the stretches did not cause detours, the swamps surrounded 
by big trees did. Besides these na:turnl obstacles, there were heavy con­
oentn.t60ns of bomb craters in the area. "When I saw the area of opero.tions, 
I did not think we would cover as much ground as the plnns called for," 
qo mented .First Lieutenant Claire A. BidlingtlU!ier, second platoon leador 
of K Troop. "Whit bothered me were the trails, n said First Lieutenant 
Wilbur C. Fuller, third platoon leader of K Troop. "SOme of the recently 

used trails were well-used, two to three feet wide, hard-packed toot showed 
up easily from the air. But the old trails, overgrown, were the most trech­
arouse The enemy knows that when armor enters an area, it doesn't use the 
r.oads. Thus the trails parallel to the roads wera mined. Since they used 
pressure mines infantry' could not detonate them. Since the trails were over­
grown, the min,3S could not be spotted. Those min2ts had been there a long time, 
and ware probably the first line of defense." 

c. 25 November 1969: The night of 24 Novamber and the early morning 
hours of the next d3Y were quiet, but sunrisa broke the calm. About 0640 
hours, t1n I Troop ambush patrol at XT ~3843 received RPG and small-arms fire 
while they were returning to the NDP. They engaged the enell\Y and wore support: 
ed by a Light Fire Team t1nd Blue ¥4X. In the brief fight five US personnel 
were wounded. After fiftean minutes the contact broke and I Troop swept 
the area, however, an M.551 Sheridan hit .:1 20-paund mine which blow a rear 
wheel ~d the track off. Fortunately there were' no wounded from the mine. 
Little .was found during :r,he swe,ep< and enemy ca.SUAlties were 1l!1lo:lown. ' ' ' 

,.,' . .;., 

. ,As the day'~s ·oper~:tions begtlll,' L Troop' swept-the 'aroaoi' the previous 
day's contact (XT 5)8e40) and found nine 60mm rounds, one RPG Launcher with 
booster' and,..:one ,de9.d 'iWA soldier.,'i'he.NvA, wore, o.rl NVA 'uniform,' Ho ,Chi Minh 
so.ndal.s and carried a 'hAmmock. '!he sWeep WOo,s completed ,by :6'718 hou:rs. " . ' 
About.'two h()urstater~ I Troop received· sI!Ul.Il-ar,.u~ fire~ .:1utomaticweapons , 
and reco'ilessrif.1e fi~,from' thei~ northern ,n.:ink. ,~e trooPt. usj,ng: 
'GhE!ir organic weapons. swept through, the ,.o.roo and by 1040, h~rs had overrun 
squad-sise unit. There.,were·2,.US 1,<:illed c.nd five 'woWided. Enemy 19s5eS 
wereUnkriown.,L Troo( \ 'reacted ,to the I, TrOop cont!1c't, ,but w~restopped 
when one, of ,their Sheridans', hit a' mil:le in the center' of a' well-:u~od trail, 
at IT 5J9844.Th~mine killeci' one 'trooper and,w"undod.three Qth~rs. It.,· 
blew a ',hole, in the .hull~besides blowing o:rf a whoel 4Dd tho, t~ack, ' It also, 
left' a large crater in the', trail. ' , " ' . , 

While this action occ:mrred, M Compn.ny receiv3d RPG fire from th~ north and 
small arms fire from the south at IT ;60843. A Light Fire Team, Blue Max 
and artiller,ysupported their contact. At 1020 hours, the PSYOPS holicopter 
spotted a bunker complex at IT SQ084 5 • .:md when N Comp9.ny's contact finally 
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~nded, their b.nks moved ttt~TGlr.AeSS1Eg1d i~VA soldier in ti 

bunker holding a. wire thatV~1.o 3. command deton!lted mine. M Company also 
round an .A.X-47. four AK-4? magazines, one B-'~O round, one Chicom Claymore, :' 
~d three pairs of s:md:lls. 11 Comp:my sufferoo one trooper wounded and one 
CIDG wounded in the cont:lct. Also in the morning, an I Troop Bheridtm hit a 
twenty-five pound mine buried about fifty meters from the road. 

+n the afternoon, ~ K Troop ACAV hit 3. pressure detona.ted mine which wounded 
one US soldier 9.nd moder~tely d'1m:J.ged the AC.t.V (vicinity IT 562844). L9.ter 
~ the day. ~nother I Troop Sheridl.n hit 1 mine which cracked the hull and 
ruptured the fuel tank. It csused no ca.sualities. although it blew a large 
~rater underneath the tank. Soon after this, D/2/7th linked up with I Troop 
~ their NDP.. Except for these mining incidents. there was no contact with 
the ene.'tly that afternoon. The only enemy that were seen were spotted by a 
psyops helicopter which saw fifteen NVA. who immediately move off their trail 
and did not fight. 
! 

• Me~nwhile. the 3/11th ACR Cormnand Post and Howitzer b1tter.y were moving from 
FSB Jake to FSB Rita. However. progress w~s slower than expected, and sever~l 
qropped out of the march. At 1715hours, the march column W3.S stopped tlt 
~ 544846, l1nd beg'm to fom the perimeter for the hesdquarters. \tIhUe the 
perimeter security wss being established. the scout ship from the Air Cavalr.y 
Troop spotted three or four enemy with 100 meters of the northern jJerimeter. 
The scout thought the enemy was unlrmed, and several troopers from the Command 
P:ost started out to bring them in.. The ship was fired on (1820 hours) and 
qalled in his wing ship, !l Cobra, to expend. Captain Cole, Headquarters Com­
pa.ny then moved out to sweep the area with th:J[ea1qufrters ACAV's. They were 
~weeping the 9.rea, reconning by fire, when an RPG hit 9. vehicle. wounding 
OPT Cole. a m'l.chinegu~er, and CPT Robert. My~, who was dismc:mnted at th1.t 
time •. All elements returned to the perime'Eer where LTC Dotle, CO 3/Uth ACR, 
bnded !lnd],.ed the Headqu!trters Troo,? b'lck into the ·1rea. !1 185:5 hours.. SP.5 
~reyn, T~'1ck Con:m'lnder of HQ ACAV 60( one of five tr~cks sweeping on line), 
~potte1 the~enemy ~nd o~ened up, while closing on the enemy. I TrooK elements 
!\lso joined the sweep, but were behind the He1<iqu3rters Troop... A Sheridan. 
100 meters to the left of HQ 60. spotted. movement. and begsn firing. The I 
Troop tr1cks h1d come up behind the headqu1rters ACAV's, ~nd in the dim light 
~t dusk, . did not see them. When .the Sheridan fired. the I Troop elements did 
too, nking the b'lck of HQ 60 with" .s 0 c.'lliber machinegun fire. SF; Freyn 
hsd ~top?ed his track to re-loa.d.· ''We dusted of the former trnck commander 
~nd two,Enginears who ware riding on the back deck. MY track looked like 
Swiss cheesG, "he.lamented. As I Troop a.dv1nced. it. fin,ally spotted the HQ 
Troo?'s tr~cks. and both elements swept the ~rea. but. fo~d only a north-
south blood tnil. There were five u.s wounded. After He!.dqu:!rtors :md I 
Troops crossed tho cont1ctarea. thsy continu3d to the e~st. souths1st to 
secure the vehicles which had dropped out during the march. Heanwhile, CPT 
Emerson took over the comm1.nd post security and hD.d the men dig perimeter fox­
holes snd prep1re fighting positions • The security of the complex w~s insured 
by eleven ACAV's. two Sheridans;· one Zippo, 9.n M88 with a .50 caliber machine-
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gun, an M~78, '1nd H~7 with a. • 50 caliber machineguns. 

d. 26 November 1969: Because of the b.te sweep on the evening of 25 
November, which 11sted until 2200 hours, the 3/11th ACR Comm~d Post ~nd 
~e~dqu~rters Troop formed ~ h~sty perimeter in the d~rkness. They set out 
no trip n~res or Claymores. However, the men on guard W·3re instructed to 
fire four M-79 rounds into the woodline a.t 2330, 0130, xnd 0330 hours. The 
Etllemy units, which consisted of the reinforced C1 and C3 Companies of the 
Q170 Independent B~tt11ion, were probably in position for the att~ck when the 
l'ounds were fired, and thus were not deterred by them. The C1 a.nd C2 Com­
p!.nies, composed of a total of 90 men equipped with 24 B-40 Rocket launcbe:rs 
J;nd sll1t11l-!lrms, had been reinforced for the atta.ck by 3. seven man RPG team, 
equipped with five B-40 and tvo B-41 rocket launchers,from the the C4 Com­
P!1ny. 

There ,.rere about 160 men in the NDP tha.t night. One IU.9.n in each track on the 
Eerimeter w!}s on gua.rd, but the rest were sleeping. The silence was broken 
Qnly by the whispered exchange of words 3.S the gu"lrds rotated, the occ3.sional 
crakle of the radios, a.nd the thud and then explosion of the M-79 grenade 
l'IOUllds. At 0330 hours, SP 5 Freyn wa.s o.sleep on his tra.ck, ready to relieve 
}lis track commander at guard at 0400 hours. Specialists Four Iasil].o and 
Jones, RTO's of the 3/11 ACR 5-2 section, W3re' on auty 1ri thA S-2 track. SSG 
Knox, tr!1ck co~der of HQ ACAV 62, pnp~~ £&lid, fi .. ed: f(jut rcmnds :into the 
woodling. It waS OY..,.2 hours and his shift was almost over, Suddenly, he saw 
two RPG rounds come from the northea.st. These wero followed immediately by 
six more. The first RPG hit a M548 ammunition carrier filled with powder 
for the HowitZers, and it burst into names. The second projectile hit Il 
MI09 Howitzer, setting it ~fire. The fire in the MI09 soon detonated the fU1 
losd of ~ition th~t it w~s Clrrying, sClttering burning white phosphorous 
inside the small NIF. About three RPGts were stopped by the mesh screening 
in front of the S-2 t.rsck, but another round struck an L Troop 577. Within 
minutes the quiet NDP hsd'boon trllnsformed into a blo.zing 1010caust--tr3.cks 
were burning, a.rmm.mition was e:x:ploding, snd letha.l, burning, lrhi'h6 phoa)ihorous 
covered the ground. 

Th.e men in the tiny NDP re!l.cted immediately wd skillfUlly to the sudden 
,.tt4ck. :VWe opened up, ~nd when the ~0-c1rrier exploded, I moved the tr'lck 
font9.rd t'Wenty meters to the edge of So bomb crater. I couldn't go :my fUr­
ther," commented SSG Knox. f"we took a lot of shrapnel.: i . -
SP 5 Freyn, on thG south side of the parimotor, halp3d thCl Howitzer Bt:l.ttery 
Comtll.!Uldor r!ldio his men and try to move 3 548 :md 577 3.rmtlo-c:lrrier from 
tho fire. ItI w:a.s told then that my track w:os n300ed on the Ot:l.st sida, so wo 
moved 'lnd I got hit by shrapn31-- but not seriously,:7 he sa.id. 

The senior medic, SP 5 Schoolfield moved his tra.ck ~s the firo sproad to the 
ne~rby comm~nd post. He diSp3.~od one medic to the right of the perimetor 
where sevs~l troopers ware wounded by an RPG round th~t hit a ShClridan. Hs 
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eont another to the left, and 'he' begtn mo'O"tirg through' tne middle of the 
pertmeter--ablaBe from the exploding rounds. Another medic moved to the 
lrutding Bone to assist in the dust-offs. The fire had started nt 0352 hours 
and by 0433 hours the white phosphorous rounds were burning :1longside tho 
Command Post, setting fire to the tent. Within eleven minutos after that, 
three Howitzers !llld several ammunition tn.ilors !Uld carriers wero on firo" 

About this time, third Pla.toon of I Troop waS extracted from their strong 
point '1nd snat of secure the northwest aida of the porimeter. By 0456 hours 
thro~ troopers had boen seriously wounded. One c~suality was SP4 Jonos who 
W3.S with SP4 I'ls1l10. I~sillo said," lfuon Jones and I ho.3.rd tho oxplosion 
(tho sIll!ilUl1ition c'lrrier), we thought thoy were RPG rounds. We crawl:3d from 
the S-2 trsck md met ,!brior Slosn(S-3, 3/11th ACR).ft SP4 Jon2§ and K~J Slo~:m 
st~rtad passing out the stoel pots, flak jackets and woapons that hung from 
tho hooks inside the Command Post. Jonos told HAJ Sloan th"t ho thOU6ht tho 
3 ... 2 tr~ck hsd been hit by an RPG round. MAJ Sloan w~mt to chock it. SP4 
Jones crswlod toward the 5-3 tr!1ck to S00 if thoy neoded or h:1d oxtra wea­
pons or flick j!lckots. "I couldn't find my t'iflo, but found 0. .38 and II .4.5 
').nd put them on. I st!!lrtod to follow Jones, crawling slowly, but 3. Howitzor 
blew up (0.5 01 hours) snd I stsy'3d down until tho s!lr!l.pnol p,,-ssed. vJhon I 
Ipokoo. up 'ln1 crawlod over, I SRW Jones. Ho ho.d boon hit by th8",·.po.do of tho 
Howitzer, and it ho.d wr'lpped one of his weapons around his neck ~nd shouldor .• 
I'c~lled for ~ modic, but it w~s too late. He W:1S dead." 

SSG Knox commonted, 'When the second Howitzor blaw, a piece from tho side just 
cl611red my track and landed in the bomb crater in front of us. I W:lS hit by 
shr'1pnel in ths arm. The fire h'ld startod the grass burning, and the flames 
wpre up to tho edge of m;r track, but we h:ld no pl:lcO to go. I don It think 
we were getting any incoming small-.'ll'ms or RPG rounds by then, because with 
t~e fire to our bscks'we wers silhouetted, and wore good t~rgots, but we had 
no fire directly at us. if.lith thoso e:x:plosions md the othor vehicles on fire, 
it. beC'lme· 0. nightm.J.re. Everyono wss' trying to get orgmized, 31ld it didn't 
t,t1ko the!!l long to get organizod." . 

LfC J:loYXo., tho ·Squadron COIll!l&.'"ldOll',' vol? coolly'vr.;nnized a.nd led the defenders. 
In the midst of this confusion and dest~ction, he calmly hsve his 3ssessment 
of the situ~tion over the r!l.dio to the Regimenhl Headqu:lrters (the unsocure 
r'l.dio w's used bec3use the secure mode h!!d beon destroyed in the fire). 
Answering the Squ'ldron Comm~nder's call, the dust~off ships came despite the 
darkness !l.nd d1nger. Bringing in artillery and 'lir support, LTC Doyla could 
be he'lrd on the r~dio saying, "All our. friendly forces sra in tho fiery !l.rea.. 
Everything outside the fire is anemy. It .,.. 

The ~ction by overyono within tho NDP provonted this !l.ttack from being mora 
serious; but ovon so, the onomy inflictad no ho!l.VY toll. By 0550 hours, thore 
woro four US killed and thirty-four 'Woundod.One 577, two .551's, two Ml09°s, 
four M,48's, fiva it ton tr:lilors, nnd two ona ton ammo-tr~il3rs wore lost. 
(Thoro wera four nVA killod; howover. Nguyon V~ Nguyen, who rallied to I Troop, ..., .... 
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19.t3r in tho morni.l1g, said \J:.;bl 'fl~_ l.5.~o. woj~cn from tho Cl 
Compan,y boing ovacua ted to Combod ia. ) 

4t 0640 hours, I Troop's strong point spotted two NVA soldicrs(vicinity 
~T ;"0848) .and killed one. About two hours later, an Air Cavalry Troop 
helicopt~r spotted an enemy soldiar, but tho airstriko that was called in 
had nagativa rosults. Anothar airstrike W1S called whon an OH-6A, nying 
~t 60 feot und 50 knots, racoived ho3.VY grounci-to-air fire. Again tho 3.ir­
strikoand artillery obt1ined no rasults. Tho scane was ropeatod at 1000 
hours, n.nd ag3.in the rosults woro nag!Ltiva. At 1116 hours, I Troop rocoivod 
RPG snd smll-!.rms firo from an ostimAted NVA platoon ontronched in bunkers 
~t IT 5588;8. Blue tbx, TAC Air, ::md 'i Light Fire T03ln ro11od in on tho l1t'ea. 

l Troop and tho dismounted D/2/7 Cavalry swept tho area and found two .30 cal­
IDor JD.!1chinoguns, throo AK-47's, ono RPG Launchor, six Chicom grenades, and 
qomponents of a • 51 caliber machinegun. There was one US soldier killed from 
0/2/7 and eight US soldiers wounded(D/2/7), and one CIDG. CPT James Tutt, I 
Troop Commander, and an officer from D/2/7th Cava1r,y apprehended a Hoi Chanh 
~o had been fighting fiercely. Inside the hole from which the Hoi Chanh 
emerged were three dead NVA soldiers, literally blown apart by our • 50 c9.liber 
uiachinegun fire. The ra11ier, Nguyen Van Nguyen, pointed. out several base­
q'!mp !lreflS, then, ~irstrikes were employed. 'ind K Troop swept the a.reas. 

I\ccording to Nguyen, he was part of the D170 Independent Battalion. In our 
tntelligence files, however, D170 is a1~o known 3.S the Kl Battalion of the 
70th Security Gua.rd. Regiment, Central Office, South Vietnam. The 70th Regiment 
lfas disb3.nded in late 1966. The K3 Battalion, 70th Regiment, was incorporated 
into the 268th Regiment, SR1. (It is believed. th1t D170 was reformed. and is 
~ow p~rt of the 66th Base Security Regiment, Central Office, Vietnam.) 

At 1420 hours, an L Troop ACAVhit a mine(XT52;;827). The twentYPoo/ld, 
pressure detonated moderately dam!lged the vehicle. In the same location, 
L Troop found !.nd destroyed four twenty pound mines. Meanwhile, 3, M 57 8 
~rom L Troop struck another mine, wounding two troopers and causing moderate 
4amqge to the vehio1e. At 1600 hours, an ACAV fro~n K Troop hit a mine at 
Jtr S62842, wounding two and causing the combat loss of the vehicle. K Troop 
tound 9. bWlker complex at IT 552860, at 1800 hours. In the bunkers they 
found. 51 c11iber bnss snd powder, and the bunkers appesred to be an am­
munition assembly plant. Further sweeps produced eight' B-40 rounds and two 
NVA uniforms with documents. There were no other findings or contacts during 
the day and the evening of 26 November W3.S uneventf"uJ.. 

e. 27 November 1969: During the e.~r1y morning hours there was little 
!lction. The CIDG unit working with 11 Company did spot two VC, which they 
engag~, but ,there WIlS no return fir;;, Ilnd in tho daylight, when }1Company 
SW(!)pt th3 a1"01., nothing was found. 

On 27 Novomber, the Squadron was instructaci to begin movam<:lnt back to tho 



~'\ \ t.' , . "T 1\ I 
...... ~.; .' ~ i.)o~ i\i I,.. '. 

89.st with the goal of le!1v.J]NCL~JImP Also on this day, 
while sa!:lrching the area of the bunker complex discovered on 26 November, K 
~roop found a thousand AK-47 rounds, one gnti-t~nk gren!:ldo, two Chicom gren­
~des, one Chicom C1~ymore, one US Cl!:lymore, one US mess kit, four RPG-2 
l?Ounds, rice, unifonns, and one and a half pounds of documents. The doc­
l.\lIlents identified the D170 Independent Battalion. Searching further, K Troop 
found medicsl supplies and the fatigue shirt of CPT Cole, who had boon wounded 
in the leg the day before. 

About 0900 hours, 11 Comp!1ny found a mine in the vicinity of XT 54 3844, 3.nd .at 
1200 hours they discoverOO. "nother, a Russian '1"+6, at XT 557861. Also,at 
~oon, K Troop found and sesrched some enemy bunkers about two kilometers north 
clf 246. The complex contained between 25 and 30 bunkers, but little W!lS found­
qnly one b,g of rice and some scattered .30 caliber ammunition. In tho l.ate 
afternoon to the southwest, I Troop found tJ. small bunker complex in which thoy 
qiscovored s number of documents that were later evacuated for rose!lrch. 

1;n the late afternoon, the Troops of the Third Squadron fonned their separate 
night defensive positions. M Company was at FSB Jake, I Troop was located 
near the road at XT .543846, K Troop was about one kilometer east of I Troop, 
tnd L Troop W9.S located near K Troop. The only significant !:lction during the 
night occured at I Troop's NDP, which was mort9.red quite he1vi1yott 1930 hours. 
I Troop received I.bout fifteen RPG rounds, but there were no friendly cas­
u2.1ties. Spooky, a Night H!:lwk, and aerial rocket g,rtillery were called in for 
support. The enemy's losses were unknown. 

Later th1t evening, Colonel Leach radioed Third Squadron'S Commander and said 
that BG Casey W9.S disappointed and concerned th~t the Squadron had not made 
better progress, and thought that they should be much nearer to the goal of 
leaving AO Dall3.s and returning to FSB Jake. The Regimental Com.ma.ncler stated 
that he had expl!1ined the situation to BG Casey, but he added, "You must fin­
ish up the demolition and have all your elements out and across the river 
prior to 1200 hours tomorrow." 

On 28 November, the elements of the Third Squadron returned .across the 
river and Operation Texas Traveler ended. 

10 
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ENEMI CONTACTS 

TEXAS TRAVELER 

/ 

1. 241439 - L T:rp in contact a.t 1T538842, 1 US KIA contact broke 1450H. 
241507 - L Trp regained contact XT538842, 1 VC/NVA KIA. . 

6-6Omn rds, 3()()...400lb rice, 100lb corn, pots and pans, 2 helmet 
liners, blood trail. 

2. 241930 - L Trp Strong Ptn non XT538840 had trip flares go off, eng w/org 
wpns, M551 cannister. Ilium fired. Ree'd bvy AK fire in rtn. 1FT 
bounced. etc broke 1940H. Neg cas/en losses unk. 1FT ree'd 
ground fire Ar~ defcons fired in supt. 

250718 - 1/3/11, XT538840: Sweep of area ot etc 241930H, fd and evac 9::r.6Onm 
rds, 1xRPG.-2 launcher and rd w/booster. RES: 1 NVA KIA. 

3. 250645 - I/3/11, X1'550840: l-Jhile extracting from AP rec'd RPG & S/p. fire 
from the north, rtn' d fire w/org wpns, 1FT & Blue 1·\lx apt 'd. 
RFS: 5xUS WIA/Unk. . 

4. 250934 - I/3 /11, XT540835: In etc, re e 'd S/ A fin N, rtn td w/org wpns 
Arty, 1FT & Blue Hue spt'd. etc broke at 1050H. RES: 2xUS KIA, 
3xUS WIA/Unle. 

5. 250943 - I/3/11, XT557843: Ree'd S/A & A/W fin N, rtntd w/org wpns. Ctc 
broke at 1050B. RES: 1xUS KIA, 2xUS WIA/Unk. 

6. 251000 - lV3/11, XT560843: In etc, ree'd RPG fire f'm N & S/! fin S. Rtn 'd 
w/org wpns, 1FT, .Art:!, Blue }fax spt'd. Sweep ot area fd 1xAX-47 
1xB41 rd, 1xCC claymore, 4xAK mag's, 1xCC rifle grenade, 3xpr lIC1'f 
sandals, all evac. RES: 1xUS WIA, 1xARVN WIA/1xNV! WIll (later died). 

7. 251830 - HQ/3/11, XT5448L~5: Spotted movt a.roun:i NDP, HQ ACAV eng w/org 
wpns, rec fd S/! fire ::-.nd Rro fire in rtn. I/3/11 DO\":ing to G'Weep 
area of etc, ree fd S/A fire at 1645, etc broke a.t '850H. 1FT spt'd, 
sweep of area revealed N-S blood trail. Will s\'eep at first 
ligbt. RES: 5 US WI.A/Unle. . 

8. 260352 - 3/11 CP, XT545846: CP ree 1d S/A, RPG & hvy mortar fire fill N, 
eng w/org vpns, Blue !'l'ax, liFT, Spooky, FAC, Flareship and Arty 
apt Id. &roep of orea fd 1xRPG.-2 launcher, 1 xAK-t.7, en!.J~~doou,­
RES: Foliowing .~~_~4-".1x5~~4xt15§~~~~~/~~f! 
trai~<~ ~,.O 't1:aJ.J..~~ I . ~1;I1§·j{I~l -~4~ WJ.ll.ZI.l.JJ1lA 19/:, -. 

9. 2~4Q ... ~~t ~TS4~1 ~o~ p9~pt,e~~~:~~.v.'~~ q 'W/QTfl, wpn~ 
.. ~ c.l~9J:'es, !.l~@' J,'tp; f1~e,~w~eR 'f4 1~lWA I\JA.' ',". , . 

10~ ?6111~ ... lb/n. Xt;58B~: ~Qt~RPG. a/.A fit'e flJJ: eat plt WAr ~n p}{;s. ~tn 
t'i,re.w/org w.pns, J3ll1e ~, tJ~f lIT. (lQd ~tr ·spt!4. SweeP or 
~a fd. ?lO.,.Q cal Mq,. 3~~47, 1Jtl\PG..~ +o~nQller, 6x90 grenades, t>nd 
c,~~t, of 51 90.1 !~q. RFa: l~US KIA (~/2(:d, ~US ~~~(D/2/7), 
~~C. {l fII,.~, 3~NV.A KIA, ~~Q~ ~~, . . .~ . 

" •. 270317 ... W3/11 & ClOO If, I1.54~5P: 4QOJa ~~t of M eo !Wi> spotted 2xVC (S'lP-
. pers ). Fng v /org wpns neg rtn fire. Ex:tracted at th1. tJ.IIle." to 

M Co NDP. f-~:;.,:.c··:.'::~~'·t,~.:.f:.-.; 

12. 27191 5 - 1/3/11, XT543845: Strong point in ctc, 1FT, Blue Mox, Spooky 
bounced FAe Flaresbip. 4xUS WIA (slightly). No dustort reoueeted. 
Arty continuing to fire & Red 22 expeM1ng. 
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1 - Zippo 10 - :res 

2 - M5'77 11 - HQ 33 

3 - ACAV 12 - HQ 5E! 

4 - H~ 6Q 13 - ~Q 2<} 

5 - 10 HOW 14 - HQ 76 

6 - L~· 15 - I Trp 

7-M578 16 - HOW 63 , 

S - HOW 43 17 - M548 

9 - M578 

lbe legend g;lves the bumper numbers or the Heoiii"'unrters 1'roop IS !CAVs. 
Other vehicle'S are'referred to by' designation. or troop • 
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