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.. :~·,,3r<:U):LOCATICti OF OPERATION: . Within a square bounded by XT5880 and XT5585,,' Map, . ;: 
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.';:,' ... "~ Seri.~s 18020" Sheet 6232 II N. ·,"··-,;t 
OOWNGRAOED AT 1 YEAR-fNTERVALI("-

, ::"4~·,," (0) INTELLIGENCE: DL:CLASSIFIED AFTER '12 YEARS. ' .. 
. ,', ",':~; . ' DOD DIR HOO.IO :'" 

< ", .,::S <~,. Easte.~-1!ar Zone C: There are two systems OfSUPP1,Y.!d'~,' . :t~~i, ~,n ... , ',' .:':~'~.:[ 
" ' "1. ~ r..~,t{"p ,.... .. 

\:;~o~tes;in this zone: the Saigon - Michelin corridor along the ;River Bas#lYian~>k~- ':.':~?(; 
,,:'-~i~1:;~S::~d cachE?s running diagonally fran the' "Dog's Neck" to \he Sai~on:~a1~r; ·,,:.~:';#i::: 

,~ . 1;;!~ .. : _: " . • . ', -, " . ~'.. . 00, 

':",:;:<,(~Outb.eas .. to river junction at xT4553). HistoricaJ.ly, l'lar Zone C has';1)ee~'a.D., , , ,~:~u-.oJ~1 ~' ~ : ' '.' '. '. 
,:' .:~;' " eif;~~...;.an which the enemy has provided manpower. aild materials 'to the:: 

:r •.... "~;~ ..• ~.. ' 

Htgh level headquarters, rear' service installations, training centers, 
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~. and hospitals are located in this area. Base areas 352 and 353, .straddling the 
. ~ 

Cambodian border into War Zone C, not only contain the Headquarters of Central 
. ',. 

. . Office J South Vietnam, (COSVN) bu~ also provide rest areas I for ~Force I enemy 
• V\ol~ forc.e "I\\~S Q.l~'b '''i~·a.k 1t£!P* 1lQ. p«par,,"""y phctaes o"t-

. units. 1,!bese base !t:M 81 so QPe \l:BQd. hy'M8in Force ll:z:l;itS te iBitia'be prepmabMT 
. ,o+QMNe Opeb ons .ftO"Y'l ~~t~e bc.r.&~ Q.rtt..}. 

pbasQI ot o££e~sjYe operatJons~ 

b. The Threat: From mid-September until early November, eneIll1' initiated 

activity was characterized by scattered attacks by fire, light ground probes, ground 

to air firings and logistical operations. However, during the early morning hours 

of 4 November, FSB Ike and FSB Jamie received ground probes while FSB St. B~a 

and FSB Vickie received attacks by fire. Although the K2 Battalion of the 271st VC 

Regiment was identified as partiCipating in the attack on FSB Ike, no other unit 

identification was obtained. On 20 November, the future intensions of the 9th 

VC Division were unknown; however, it was believed that the 4 November attacks, 

as well as others throughout III Corps, signaled the beginning of the f:ir st phase 

of the Winter - Spring Offensive. According to documents captured in III Corps, 

the initial phase of~ the campaign would be;"from 3 to 25 November. In War Zone C, 

as belie~d to be located in the central portion of the area 
~lffSlIiai'" -\0 Q.flo.<.1' 1"'t'1 

mt"I!E~cH!lS.IiI~· ~~ire support bases in the central a~. eastern 

areas. The 95C VC Regiment was thought to be located in the northwestern q~ter 

~ of the area of operations, with the mission of attacking FSB's Carolyn ~d Ike. 

Although its exact intentions were unknOwn, the 272nd VC Regiment was tentatively 
~QS ~ 

placed in ..... southwestern liar Zone C, and it .. believed to be destined for Base 

Area 355. Attacks in War Zone C would be supported by 9th VC Division ~ginic 

artillery and sapper units, and possibly the N-16 Armor Office, COSVN. Resupply 

activity continued and might increase along the Saigon Corridor. 

5. (C) PLANNED OPERATION: On the basis of the above intelligence, the 11th JIlR 

was placed under the operational control of the 1 st Cavalry Division (AM) and 
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. Operation Texas Traveler was planned. 
10 Clt(O • ." 

the Third Squadron, 11 th ACR, composed of 

. I,K,and L Troops, M Company/and an organic Howitzer battery, was given the mission 
." ~,'<.o~v.\ij n~ 

-... '.: ',,,:an.area ~co~s.foance of the Eastern Sector of \var Zone C. The First Cavalry 

. .,' .. ~D.i.vision:"(AM) provid~ two companies of 2/7 Cavalry and one platoon of C/8 Engineers, 

I 
l'~ , 

, . .\0 \>:. 
who were \reinforced by four additional mine sweep teams. Also, under the operatioMJ. 

~\, ... 
t' control. of the Third Squadron were f)t,wo companies of Clro from Minh Thanh and one 

platoon fran the 919th ;Engineer Company (Arm9I1td). 1\ 
i" corJU(..ti",,\ i\t\t 'fec"""n(u'~~kC-L, 1h.... w~\cJ. 

!JIbe Qp9PatieIl clemru:itled 'blla't; ~ r.ad:ti£C1l~ Third Squadron conduct a multiple route, 

cross country penetration through AO Dallas along the axis of route 246, executing 

combat assaults along the road to clear it of obstacles. 

tional Map~ _ <Ai Of'eiell, the First Squadron, 11 th ACR, 

of operation., and conduc-bJ'~perations. 

Cavalry' Division (AM) Operational Guidance gave the Third Squadron the mi~sion 

interdicting, and neutralizing base areas, cache sites, 

from Base Areas 350 and 352. 

6. (C) OPERATION: 

a. General: The operation began on the 24th of November with theL armor 

column pushing into the operational area as planned. As they progressed, it became 

evident that the terrain would limit their speed considerably. Also, they ~'~countere d 
.~...,~«.G. 

increasing signs of 1lirl8 fRailq\ and finally had a few minor contacts. On 25 November, 

the Third Squadron I s advance greatly slowed, and they fell even turther bQJ;i;i:nd their 

timetable. Because of enemy harrassing action, they were forced into time consuming 

sweeps, generally to the north and away from their route of march. These enemy 

actions were very effective, for they slowed ~ advance, inflicted casualties and 

equipment losses, and took aw~ the elements of tactiCal surprise and init~ative 

that are so important. 

On the mOrning of' 26 November, disaster struck the Third Squadron. Enemy RPG' shit 
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several key vehicles in the Command Post NDP, and the ensuing explosions and fire 

destroyed a number of vehicles and caused numerous casualties. The remainder of the 

~ was spent recovering fram the pre-dawn attack and ~articipating in small recon­
'';'' ",*,,1:." ~\t't W CL" ~~ etc.. 0>'\. 

naissance operations in the area. There was little contact the next;, day; however r- 0 

. .: several mines and caches were discovered. In the evening, I Troop was hit by a 

attack but there was no ground probe there, nor apywhere else, that night. ~~ 
.. -> \0 ~~ ~i'>.~~ . 

~ 'the Squadron was ordered to return~ which they did the morning of 29 November. 

b. ~ November 1969: On 24 November, Third Squadron began the1r penetration 

and Operation Texas Traveler was underway. M Canpany, in the lead, rumbled across 

the bridge spanning the Saigon River at 0630 hours. Six minutes later, L Troop also 

was on the western bank and I, K, and HHT/3/11 ACR were Cl'ossing. By' 0655 hours, 

the Minh Thanh CIOO had been airlifted by Chinook to FSB Jake, and the tracked 
,;' 

vehicles of the Squadron were rolling forward in a cohunn formation (L Tropp on the 

right followed by I Troop, and M Canpany leading the left column followed by K Troop). 

~ The column had moved about one and a half Idlaneters fran the bridge when M Canpany 

discoVered 8-10 fresh bunkers, located only 40 meters fram the road. Continuing, 
,. 

they realized that the ground lias becoming too soft to support the heavy 1148 1 s, and 

M Company was forced to travel on the road (246). They rrere then by-passed and the 

right hand column, with'·L .. Troop in front, took the lead. A1J the Squadron pus1led 

forward, the,r found increasing signs of the ene~, but still there was no contact. 
-. 

Only twenty minutes after finding the bunkers, M Company found a 105m round (XT603822) 

and tracks leading west. Nine minutes after this sighting, a Pink Team reported 

seeing fresh tracks and a one and a half foot hole near the road (XT596822). Th~ 

farther the colwnn traveled, the less trafficable the ground became, and by 08So 

hours f two M Company tanks were mired in the marshy ground near 246. The tankers 

worked very quickly and efficiently to free the vehicles before the march was delayed. 

About an hour later, L Troop found foo(J.:>rints (XT585830) and at about the same time 
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I Troop, follorr.tng L Troop, found a trail that had been used by five individuals-­

the tracks were only 24 hours old. Minutes later, an aircraft spotted two recently 

evacuated .51 Caliber machine gun positions about 6 ldlometers ahead. of the 

approaching column· ,(XT534875). 

'~ During the remainder of the day, L Troop made most of the visual sightings and con­

tact. At 1118 hours, one of their ACAV's hit a mine, which was planted about 50 

meters from the road. (XT552845). The mine blew a rear wheel fran the track, but 

caused no casualties. The units rolled forward for about a ldlometer where L Troop 

discovered a trail (XT538842) running north and south, which had been used by about 

20 people. L Troop turned from the route of march, following the trail, until they 

-,t, discovered a dud, 250-pound bomb which they blew in place. About this same time 

(1300 hours), a forward air controller spotted a major bunker complex at XT502804 .. 
and called in artillery. 

ft The westward move continued with L Troop still leading their column. At 1439 hours, 

they were in a brief fire fight in which one trooper was ldlled-- enemy casualties 

were unknown. The Troop moved forward in vigorous pursuit of the fleeing enemy t QIIJ. 

finally, at 1507 hours, they regained contact c'.TId suffered no casualties in the short 

fight. Later,. during a sweep of the area, they found one NVA ld.lled, six 6Onnn. 

rounds; 300-400 pounds of rice, 100 pounds of corn, pots and pans, two helmet liners 

and a bloody trail at XT538848. That afternoon K Troop, at XT563843, went'Cto the LZ 

to pick up the 2/7 Cavalry. The 2/7th Cav would be divided so. that one platoon, of ~' 

theirs was with one platoon of armored cavalry. The 2/7 Cav soldiers ~~re to ride 

~. on the tracks until a contact developed or the tracks entered a bunker complex. At 

I these times, the infantl7Men would dismount and either search or assault, staying 

between the tracks. 

~ In the early evening (1920 hours), a trip flare on the southern flank of an L Troop 

., strong point (vic XT558840) was ignited. They engaged the enem;y with their organic 
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.... apons, also ~ing illumination an4:w.ter roun&.. Artiller,y suWQrted by 
, ,-- \1>0 

".f'iring defensive concentrations in the suspected area, and a Light Fire Te~, "'sup_ 

porting L Troop, reported receiving return fire. Twenty minutes later the enemy 

broke contact after inflicting no casualties on L Troop. Enemy casualties were 

unknown. 

_ ~ By the evening of 24 November, Third Squadron had entered the small area in which 

most of the action for the next three days would be centered. The terrain fiuc-
. 

tuated between lightly and moderately wooded stretches. Most of the trees were dead. 

fram defoliation. The fallen trees andoceasional gullies made armor operations 

difficult. ' When the bamboo and heavy underbrush thickets between the stretches did 

not cause detours, the swampy areas, which were surrounded by big trees, did. Besides 

these natural obstacles to ar.mor operations, there were heavy concentrations of bomb 

craters in the area. "When I saw the area of operations, I did not tlrl..nk we would 

cover as much ground as the plansqalled for, II commented First Lieutenant Claire A. 

BidJingmaier, second platoon leader of K Troop. "What bothered me were the trails, II 

First Lieutenant Wilbur C. Fuller, t'hird platoon leader of K Troop, said. "Some 

of the recently used trails were well-used, two to three feet wide, hard-packed 

that showed up easily from the air. But the old trails, old but overgrown, were the 

most trecherous. The enemy knows that l-1hen ar.mor enters an area, it doesn't use the 

road. Thus the trails parallel to the road were mined. Since they used pressure 

mines, infantry would not detonate them, and s~c'e the trails were overgrown, the 

mines could not be spotted. Those mines had been there a long time, and were 

probably the first line of defense." 

, c. 25~~'Rovember 1969: The night of 24 November and the early mOrning hours 

of 25 November were quiet, but this calm was soon broken~ About 0645 hours, an ~ 
_ r 

I Troop ambush.patrolpat XT543843 received RPG and small-arms , fire from the north;..tkt·l~{L •.. 
\,l{rt "--\Urt.t., .{., ~~ N9 • oN:f "'( 

They engaged the enemy. a:ud their tn:trd platoon l'eactect; ~I i d'Jp Here supported 
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by a: Light Fire Team and Blue Max. In the brief fightr" us personnel were wounded. 

After fifteen minutes, contact was broken and I Troop swepty,the area; however, an 

y' M551 Sheridan hit a 20-po'lmd mine which blew a rear wheel and the track off. 

Fortunately, there liare no wounded from the mine. Little was found during the 
.. i,· ' ,'. 

sweep and.Mem;t;casualties were unknown. 

kt7 As the day's operations began, L Troop swept the area of the previous day's contact 
)f', <St",t.' 

(XT538840) and found nine 60mm rounds, one RPG Launcher with booster and-'dead NVA 

soldier, who had an NVA uniform, Ho Chi Minh sandals, and carried a hammock. The 

SHeep was completed by 0716 hours. About two hours later, I Troop received small- ~ 

arms, autanatic weapon, and recoil;I.ess rine fire frOfJl their (l~rthern flank. The 11 

_ _ _ usil\ ~\ .. o~c.. L..X!o.fat\"!.:I1 SWIft. 4fOUjk -'kt o.tt.c... c,.nd. ~ -T IO~o hCll4rS ~ CIOer-IV"- ""( 
,.. TroQP, ~l ed w!ttt 8!'~rie 1reap0ft3, aftd the flglxlang la.:. bed tnlbxl abC'111'5 1 9)0 ae;aofh -

~U."a SUh...r\' 
-1 -. I.,o)Qi't.. :l -

- There ... tme US k11led and five wounded. Enemy losses were unlatown. L Troop re-
. / - .Oh~ o{ thtfr 

acted to support I Troop during this contact, but they were stopped when ~1 

Sberid8Il6hit a mine in the center of a lreU-used trail at IT539844. TIe mine 

ldlled on~ trooper, and woundec:t,,;t.l:mee others. It b1el'l a hole in the hull, the track 

and rear wheel were blown off, and a large crater was left in the road. 

"''''I While this action occurred, M Company received RPG fire from the north and small-arms 

:fire from the south at XT56084.9. A Light Fire Team, Blue Max and artillery supported 

their contact. At 1020 hours,' the PSYOP helicopter spotted a bunker canp1ex at 
, I """'.,. 

XT560845, and when M Carq;>~contact finally ended, ~ tanks moved to the complex 

-,~d fo'lmd one dead NVA soldier in a bunker holding a wire that led to a command 
'. .~ .. " 

detonated mine. M COIjJpany also found 1 AK-47, 4 AK-47 magazines, one B-40 round, one 

, Chicom Claymore, and 3 pairs of sandals. M Carq;>any suffered one trower wo-qnded and ............ A 
l\l60 11\ ~~ .. , 1tIo,·~, Qt\ 11rop w~ S51 \t SIo.trt,\QIo Ju'+ ¢. 2S·r-~ 

one CIOO wounded in the contact. In the~~t~~h~ ~~""Troop lc".A'f ~t aah1n~"\rhi'C~c1J' 
... ~~ 

. ~. . wounded one US soldier *X'l')Q~fn*. ~ 20 l'e:aftQ) p .. eI;S'WQ Qeteaat.ea 1id:3:'1~ 2L J I" 
~,J hw)J~'f (v\''''w~{li 5c..~ a11 • u..1.6.. 
..' ~a., damaged the ACAV. Au I '1'1001' }§551 Ohens.9C 1::Q.t a 25 I'e'tUlti IIB:fte at n)43~r-~ 
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-,8ll1; fifty me'\;ePB froll! tJxe right :side af iH\e !"ead. i!he:m:ifte howlded une trooper 
.' . '. AClk 'f' ~~t cb~ 

8li(moderat.eJy..eanagea tire Slxeritim. FiJ. Qen mip'rtQ8ate!,~'6fld:ft 2, meters 01,.... / 

the..p:r:meas l~, another I Troop 11551 Sheridan hit a mine which cracked the ~ 
hull and ruptured the tuel tank. It caused no casualities, altb.ough it ..blew a 

500" o.~f" '"'-i'!l, C(2/," Itt\ktdup \.uM" I""T'((bP t~ 
51 by 10' -crater underneath the tank. The only enemy that were seen in the 
. w\.:~- ~ 
afternoon were spotted by a psyopa helicopter ~ 15 ,WA, who iIllnediately 
- Q.,J. a.,l ~ ~ '""- ke C"h -\-0.(.+. 

moved off their trail vftelil tM:y' uu tee helieepter at; 1635 ftetBl8. 

'1... Meanwhile, the 3/11 th ACR Camnand Post and Howitzer battery were moving ~!'lm 

FSB Jake to FSB Rita. However, progress was slower than expected, and several 

dropped -aut ot the march.,At 1115 hOurs} -Ine march column was stopped at XT5b4846, 
fk;IO.~1:fJf. 

and began to form the perimeter for the p.anrpl~Ut:. While the perimeter security 

was being established, the scout Ship from the Air Cavalry Troop spotted 3 or 4 

enemy within 100 meters of the northern perimeter. The scout thought the enemy 

was unarmed, and several troopers from the Canmand Post started out to bring 

them in. The ship was fired on(1820 hours) and called in his wing Ship, a Cobra 

to expend. C~tain Cole, Headquarters Company, then movea out to sweep the 

area with the headquarters ACAV' s. They were sweeping the area, reconning by 

" tire, when .@Jl- RPG hit the vehicle, wounding CPT Cole, a machinegunner, and 

CPT Robert Myers, who was dismounted at that time. All elements returned to 
.,)\.4!.-t. 

the perimeter, LTC Doyle, Third Squadron Commander, landed and led the Headquarters 
. ~ 

Troop .. into the area 318Mft at 1855 hours. Specialist 5 Freyn, Track Commander of 
~"tl"-' . 

-HQ ACAV 60( one of five tracksl\on line), spotted the enemy and opened up, ilhile 

closing on the enemy. I Troop elements also 'Ife1"e"' ~ the ~ep, but were A4iin 
behind the Headquarters Troop. A Sheridan )199'meters to the left of HQ 6o,spotted -""""7 

8 

CON PID BIJTIAL 



. ' 

REPROOUCEO AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES 
... ~ .... ~-.. --

- . P'Iftt "'Y1:Ictr.rIVB ORDER 12356, SECTION 3.3, NND/ P/l2CT 
DECLASSIJ'IED ,I;IA ~ V';:ltj.N'f/J ' D~TE ..2_/..L_ 
wmmER NN~ ,,73S!1L, BY .J.t:::w.~Pe..._U!Y.':!!IUI :::..----

. . 

movement" ~d began firing. The I Troop tracks had comenbehind the headqaarters 

ACAV·s" and in the dim'light at dusk, did not see them. When the Sheridan fired, 

the I Troop elements did too, raking the back of HQ 60 with .50 caliber machine­

gun fire. SP5 F.reyn had stopped his track to re-load. "iole dusted off the former 

track commander and two Engineers who were riding on the back deck. My track 

"1'IJO\\1 
looked like Swiss cheese,1I he lamented. AB I Troop advanced, itrppotted the 

HQ Troop IS. tracks, and both elements swept the area, but found only a north­

south blood trail. There were five US wounded. After Headquarters Troop and 

I Troop a_the contact area, they continued to the east, southeast to secure 

the vehicles which had dropped out during the march. Meanwhile, CPT Emerson 
, . 

took over the command post security and had the men dig perimeter foxholes 

and prepare fighting positions. The security of the complex was insured by 

11 AOAV's, 2 Sheridans, 1 Zippo, an M88 with a .50 caliber machine gun, an'l1578, 

and M577 With .50 caliber machine guns • . 1b 
d. 26 November 1969: Because of the late sweep on the evening o~ 'November, 

which lasted until 2200 hours, the 3/11 ACR Oommand Post and Headquarters Troop 

formed a hasty perimeter in the darkness. They set out no trip nares or Claymores. 

However, the men on guard were instructed to fire four M-79 high e:xplosive rounds 

iD.to the woodline at 2330, 0130, and 0330 hours. The enemy units" which consisted 

of the reinforced 01 and 03 Oompanies of the:0170 Independent Battalion, were prob­

ab~ in position for the attack when the rounds were fired, and thus were not 

deterred by them. The 01 and 02 Oompanies, composed of a total of 90 men equipped 

With 24 B-40 rocket launchers and small-arms, had been reinforced for the attack by 

a seven-man, RPO team equipped wi th five B-40 and two B-41 rocket launchers f'rom 

the C4 Company. 

There, were about 160 men in the NDP that night. One man in each track on·:.the 

perimeter was on guard, but the rest 'V19re sleeping. The silence lIas broken only 

9 



by the whispered exchange of words as the guards rotated, the occasional crackle of 

the radios, and the thud and then explosion of the M-79 grenades. At 0330 hours, 

SPS Freyn was asleep on his tI'Clck, ready to relieve his track commander at guard 

at 0400 hours. Specialists Four Ias1110 and Jones, RTOIS of the '3/11 S-2 section, 
&sG-

were on duty at the S-2 track. .,11 ) JS~ Knox, track commander of HQ ACAV 62, was 

preparing to fire four rounds into the woodline. SSG Knox fired the rounds, and R'I!Ptf­

at 0342 hours his shift was almost over., Suddenly, he saw tl'10 RPG rounds come from 

the northeast. These¢ollowed immediately by six more RPG rounds. The first RPG 

hi t ~'1548 ~ tiona carrier filled In th powder for the Howitzers, and a. burst 
, ~tOf 

. ~to names. The second projectile hit a.$ HOwitzer, setting it afire. The fire 

in the M109 soon detonated the M..1 load of ammunition that it lvas carrying, scat­

tering burning white phosphorous inside the small NDP. About three RPGt s were 

stopped by the mesh screening in .. 'i'ront of the S-2 S77, but another round struck an., 

L Troop ~7 • Within minutes the quiet NDP had been transformed into a. blazing 

~~~- tracks were burning, ammun:i. tion IVas exploding, and lethal, b~ t white 

phosphorous covered the ground. 

$ The men in the tiny NDP reacted immediately .~si,~ld.l1fully to the sudden attaclr. 

nWe opened up, and when the ammo-carrier exploded, I moved the track forward 20 

meters to the edg~ of a bomb crater. I couldn1t go e:ny further,'! commented SSG Knox. 

IIWe took a lot of shrapnel. II 

:~SP5 Freyn, on the south Side of the perimeter, helped the Howitzer Battery C01III1ander 

radio his men and try to move a 548 and 577 ammo-carrier from the fire. "I was 

told then that:rn;y track was needed on the east side, so we moved and I got hit by 

shrapne1-- but not seriously," he said. 

, % SP5 Schoolfield, senior medic, moved his track as the fire spread to the nearby 

Command Post. He dispatched one medic to the right of the perleter;.: where several 

troopers were wounded by Q~ .'RPG round that hit a M551 Sheridan. He sent another to .. 

10 
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the left, and he began moving through the middle of the perimeter; ('ablaze from the 

e:zploding rounds). 
. ,~ 

Another medic moved to the landing zone to assist in the dust-offs." 

The fire had started at 0352 hours, and by 0433 hours the white phosphorous rounds 

were.burning alongside the Command Post, setting fire to the tent. Within eleven 

tIlimites after that. three HoW!tz~IS M· ::several amnunition trailers and carri~ra 
\".. . ..-0 AD,,""+-~\~ ~~~J ~~~~ t fOcp WCI!> ('j'"\fC4( \oed {'VOlt', ","tiW'-rt-WM" pal r1-'" r ... ~ \t.f\ ~ ~c.""''- -4"", __ ~~wls+ 'SC(.t( 0 ~ -\k'l ~tfi:M>\l.*l'. 

were on fire. By 0456 hours, three troopers had been seriously wounded. 

sp4 Iasillo Said, "When Sp4 Jones and I heard the explosion (the anmunition carrier), 
. VIIC,l' QI 

we thought they _ RPG rounds. We crawled from the S-2 track and met ~ Dr Jom 

C. Sloan (8-3, 3/11Aqt). SP4 Jones and Major Sloan started passing out the steel 

pots,d:tak jackets and weapons that hung .trom the hooks inside the Command Post 

SP4" Jori.es told Major Sloan that he thought the S-2 track had been hit by an RPG 

round. Major Sloan went to check it. sp4 Jones crawled :towards the S-3 t;ack to 
\\ . 

see if· they needed or had extra weapons or fiak jackets. I couldn't find my rifle, 

but found a .38 and a .45 caliber pistols and put them on. I sta.rted to follo~>· 

SP4 Jones, crawling slowly, but a Howitzer blew up (0501 hours) and I stayed down 

until the shrapnel passed. vlhen I looked up and crawled over, I saw SP4 Jones. 

He had been hit by the blade of the Howitzer, and it had wrapped one of his l-mapons 

around his neck and shoulder. I called for a mediC, but it was too late. He was de ad. II 

1'SSG Irnox conunented, "When tho second H01dtzer blew, a piece fran the side just cleared 

my track and landed in the banb crater in .tront of us. I was hit by shrapnel in the 

arm. The fire had started the grass burning, and the names were up to the edge of 

"lIfT track-- but we had no place to go. I don't think we were getting my incoming 

small-arms or RPG rounds by then, because with the fire to our backs we were sil­

I houtted, and were good targets-- but ,re had no fire directly at us. With (}05e 

e:zplosions and the other vehicles on fire, it became a nightmare. Everyone was 

trying to get organized, and it didn't take them long to get organized. U 

11 
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Master SergeantVray J. Primeaux of mIT/3/11 ACR, dived for a hole when the Howitzer 

blew up. "I was trying to work my way to a Sheridan that had been hit, to help my 

men evacuate the wounded, 11 he said. !~I was too close and in the open when~ blew. II 
; 

• > """r LTC Doyle,' the Squadron Commander, very cooly organized and led the defenders. In 

('~ the midst of this confusion and destruction, he caJ.mly gave his assessne nt of the 

si t'!l8-tion over the radio to the Regimental Headquarters (the U:nsecure radio was used 

because the secure mode had been destroyed in the fire). Answering the Squadron 

Commander's caJJ., the dust-off ships came" despite the darkness and danger. 

Bringing in artillery and air support, LTC Doyle could be heard on the radio saying, 

tfAll our friendly forces are in the fiery area. Everything outside the fire is eneI!IY. tf 

. ~ action by everyone wi thin the NDP prevented this attack fran being more serious; 

.but, even' so, the enemy inflicted a heavy toll. 

".~ By 0550 hours, there were 4 us killed and 34 wounded. 1111l1li: ----~n ••• sr:.iI· IIi." 
- ! . 

• ,.,.--... li3::'. One 577., two 551 fS, 'four 11548's, two M109's, five 1~ton 

trailers, and two 1-ton ammo-trailers were combat losses. (There were 4 NVA ld.lled; 
. I 

however, Nguyen Van Nguyen, who rallied to I Troop later in the morm.ing,~jj.d that .. 
he. saw 15-20 wounded ~en from the C1 Company being evacuated to Cambodia.) ,} .. :;.-'. 

~ At 0640 hours, I Troop's Strong Point spotted two NVA soldiers (vicinity XT540848) 

and killed omil' llbout two hours later, an Air Cavalry Troop helicopter spotted' a 
. ~ 

. NVA soldier, but the airstrike that was called in had negative results. ~ther 

airstrike was oalled in when an OH-6A, flying at 60-feet and 50 knots, received 

he avy-caliber, ground-to-air fire. Again the airstrike and artillery Obt~d no 

results. The scene was repeated at 1000 hours-- again with negative results. 

At 1116 hours, I Troop received RPG and small-arms fire from an estimated NVA 

platoon in bunkers at XT558858. Blue Max, an airstrike, and a Light Fi' e Team 

expended. I Troop and the dismounted D/2/7 Cavalry svlept the area and found two 
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.30 caliber.,machineguns, 3 AK-47's, 1 RPG Launcher, 6 Chicom grenades, and. can­

ponentsof a'S1 caliber machinegun., There was one US soldier ldlled(fiJ;4t7)and. 

as the K1 Battalion of the 70th Security Guard Regiment, Central Office, South 

V1etllfml. The 70th Regiment was disbanded in late 1966. The K3 Battalion, 70th 
i\..qi'r' 

Regiment, was incorporated into the 66th Base Security Regiment and ..., K1 Battalion 

(D170) was incorporated into the 268th Regiment, 5R1. (It is believed that D170 

, , ~as reformed and is nOV1 part of the 66th Base Security Regiment, Central Offi:e?:..-~ 

'., V;:~t~~, . ,~: '.,;,.,. 
-:~"'1' . ~ ~ i')' ~1At'3. ,,\'\ (., • 

"J.'" •. , .. : "'. ~., Troop ACAV hit a mine 8\.XT525827)" The 20-pound, pres~e-dettbnated 

'.Iine ~d t~o and mod~rately damag.d-'~h~--;:;'irl.~~ In the '~flme loca­

tion, L~,op found and destroyed four 20-pound mines. Meanwhile, a M578 from L 

Troop struck another 20-pound mine ":$j$~., wounding two troopers and causing 
. ~ '. 

MddHgXttw<IU"pDll.x:l:mwuzi:fx::: ukiiycn: moderate damage to the vehicle. At 1600 
I 

hours, an ACAV sfrom K, Troop hit a 20-pound mine at XT562842, l-lOunding two and 

. causing the combat loss of the vehicle. K Troop found a bunker complex at XT552860, 

at -1800 hours. In the bunkers they found .51 caliber brass and powder, and the 

bunkers appeared to be an anmrunition assembly plant. Further sweeps produced 8 B-40 
'~'lj .•• <0. '_-'~l "~"~ 1 

rounds and 2 NVA uniforms with documents.niel;-e).Wat~(l)''other findings or contacts 

during the day and the evening of 26 November was uneventful. 

e •. 27 November 1969: During the early morning hours there was little 
. ': ell! ~{)cJ \wo ~" 
The CIOO unit working M Company s~ettell "bIIQ- VC, which they engaged; there action. 
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~as no return fire I and in the da3rlight, when M Company swept the area, nothing 
:,-...... , 

,f~'~i.i~~"~.Qo,tL ~"-,~6.t.~ ~~~;t/. 
. .. . Wbile search:irlg the area of the 'Dunker complex discovered on 26 November, K Troop 

foUnd 1000 AK-47 rounds, one anti-tank grenade, 2 Chicom grenades, 1 Chicom Cla:ymore, 

1 US Claymore, 1 US mess kit, 4 RPG-2 rounds, rice, uniforms, and 1~ pO'Wlds of docu-
, 

ments. The documents identified the In70 Independent Battalion. SearchiQg further, 

K Troop found medical supplies and the fatigue shirt of Captain Cole, who had been 

wO'Wlded in the leg the day before • 

. . :" About 0900 hours, M Company found a mine in the v:tcinity of XT543844, and at 1200 

hours they discovered another, a Russian T46, at XT557861. Also at noon, K Troop 
.' law\...a,O''fC.'"' .. 

founcl"SOiue enem;y bunkers about two kilometers north of 246. The b Jllr complex 

'. contained between 25 and 30 bunkers and little was found-- one bag of rice and 

sane scattered .30 caliber ammunition. In the late afternoon to/the southwest, 

,. r;~:T'Troop found a small bunker complex in which they discovered a number of documents 

that were later evacuated for further research. 
. 'I 

In the late atterneon, the 'lroops of the Third. Squadron formed their separate night 

defensive positions. M Company was at FSB J~I:t!;q~~;tead~ear the road 

at XT543846, K Troop 1-ms about one kilanete:r to"I Troop,,:and L Troop was located 8 7. ~ 
",ear \ 

tbewest of K Troop. The only significant action during the night occurra at I I 

. TrOopl;J NDP, which 1-Taa mortared qu.:lte heav:i.;:I.y at 1930 hours. I Troop received ..... I.,.,. 
o.I.0'4\- {t'(~ ~c.otllt'~ Yi"~ C>'t' t P('-~ ... o~S' v 'Qa JIlQP1;aI"'3, but there were no friendly casualties. Spooky, a Night Hawk, and 

. aerial rocket artillery were called in for support. 

Later that evening, Colonel Leach radioed Third Squadron' s Commander ami said that 

General Case,r w~ disappointed and concerned that t~e S dronhad not ~1 b?tte~ 
~~~~~~~~~~~ __ ~~~~~~~/~~ J ~~. O~~ ~ 

stated that he hdd explained t e situation to General 

he added, "You must finish up the 

+~t 'I S J.o\4l~ 
Oct' 0+ '~ClV\) "'0 

1 

. tion and have all Y<ll4r elements 

fo(t .£" __ In\( C ~ 

D41~) Ct",J r~ L,.,'J Jo 

-
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out and across the river prior to 1200 hours tomorrow. The river will be crossed 

prior to 1200 hours tomorrow. II 

On 28 November, elements of the Third S,quadron returned across the river and 

Operation Texas Traveler ended. 
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t~·~·7>·~:;· " . ',. *:!;;i: •• 
/ i..-1". 

,. ":if~\:~"" ; 
,~i~~".i.,.".1 .1 ... ·.·In·.Eastem War Zone nc If there are two .. systems ot IJJtU 
~.~",,,-, n..,;..it;·:'<~~L't. 
: '; _i:f;.:':,'·,:'· ofsupplT and infiltration routes: the Saigon Michelin corridor 

{~~~\t:, .... ~. alcmg' the River Basin, and a systeio. of trans imd. caches runn:1ng ::,l;, ,',' ~ !'ran the Dog'. Deck to the SaigCll River (southeast to 

~'.'):?':' 'rr 4SS.3). H1storil:aJ.l7, the Zone "en~has been an invioable area 
;: .. ,'. 

..." .: . 
.... t ~ «!.' .' . t 

frau. vb1ch th(');··enem.;y bas provided manpower and materials to the 

battlefield. JJ1gh level headcparters, rear service installations, 

tra1ni ng centers, and hospitals are located in this area. Base' 

Areas .3S2 and 3S.3. straddling the Cahbodian bordex: into Zone II C" 
. . f'!~. 

not only."· cantain the Headquarters of Cen~. Office, South Vietnam, 

, (eosm)' but ·also provide rest areas for main force enemy units. 

These base areas are also used by MF units to initiate preparatol"7 

. phases of offensive operations. 
. j 

2. From mid-September untU earq November, enemy initiated 

activity in War Zone "C" was cha:racterized by scattered attakcs by 

fire, light ground probes, ground to air firings, and logistical 

operations. Howe'Vm", during the earl.:;r morning hours of 4 November, 

FSB,.IKE and. FSB JAMIE received ground probes while FSB ST. Barbara 

and FSB VICKIE received attacks attacks by fire. Although the K2 

B&ttal1cm,' 2J1 at va Regiment was identified as participating in the 
, .. 

, . attack on IKE, no other un:t.t identifications were obtained. At 

presenii th&,.,.f:u:bure intentions of the 9th va Division are unlm01lllj 

however, it is believed (1) that these attacks as well as others t 

throughou:t m CTZ signalled the beginning of the first phase of the 

Winter-Spring Offensive. According to documents captured in II aTZ, 

the ~t1al phase of the campaign will be from 3 November to 2S NcvembR. 

l;n' War Zone "en, the 271 st va Reg:iJnent is believed to be located in the 

cent~al 'prtion' of the AO and is targeted ag8.1nst fire support bases in 

the central and e.'istern areas. The 9Sa va Regiment is believed 'to be 

, , .' 
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located in the northwestern quarter of the AO, targeted against FSBs CI 

CAROLYN and possibly IKE. The 272d VC Regiment probably remains in sattth-

western War Zone ncn, and although its exact intentions are unknown, it 

is believed to be destined' fff' Base Area 355. Attacks in War Zone "C" 

will be supported by 9th VC Division organic artillery and sapper units 

and. possibly the N-16 Armor Office, COSVN. Resupply activity continues 

and may increase along the SAIGON CORRIDCR. 

,3. On the basis of the above information, ~eration TEXAS 

TRAVELER was planned. The thir4 squadron was given the mission of the 

e area reconnaissance of the Eastern Sector of War Zone 11 cn • The First 

Cavalry DiVision (.AM) of which the 11th AOR lias OPCON, provided two 

oaupanies of 2/7 cavalry' and one platoon of C/8 Engineers, plus an 
" . CPO rJ.2:E ) 

add! tional. four mine sweepee teams., ~ third squadron also ~~ ~ 

" <::::5. ---
a platoon from the 919th Engineers" two companies of CIIXl, =.-....tr 
its howitzer battery. The operation called for the reinforced""Ehird. 

jjquadron to conduct a multiple route, cross countr,r penatration through 

AO DALLAS along axis of Route 246, executing combat assual ts along Routt 

246 to clear it of obstacles. On order 1/11 ACR would move to 3/11 ACR 

A 0 and conduct operations. in War Zone C. Specific instructions from. 

the First Cavalry Division OperationaljGuidance gave 3/11 ACR the 
~ , ~ 

, . ...( CdV Yv'lt OJ!o.I ( I 
, mission of locating, interdicting, and neutralizing base areas, cache H \. tPl a i 

I ~e sites and LaC emanating from Base Areas 350 and 352. JI-s-f cv Ao~ -\\:r~~{'1 
!......: \ nl'trt ' 'T 0 rCt?>' 
i>~"'\ £:; 4. On 24 November, 0630 hours. TEXAS TRAVELER began, with 3/11 ACR 
: ) III ~ <:..~Q d-l t\.: \/Pr-i ~ crossing the river (Rubicon as 1't' would turn out). At 0700 hourS M ~ 

I (!) 3/11 ACR found 8 - 10 bUDkers at 608823. Five minutes later M Co was 

torced to use the road because of the soft ground. At 0721 hours M Co 

found '105m round and fresh tracks leading W (603822.) Nine minutes later 

a Pink Team reported fresh tracks at ,596822, and a recently used hole at 

. 
.. -- .. _--"-
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598821 ~ The hole was 1~teet in diameter. At 0850 hours M Com bad two 
.l. 

. tracks struck, but extracted them and went on. A~ 0944 hours I Trp tot1llld. 

a trail used bY' 5 individuals within the last 24 hours at 595819. At tB 

same time L Trp tound foot-prints at 585830. At 1118 hours, An ACAV from 

L Troop hit a mine at 552845. The mine blew a rear wheel ott, but the~ 

were negative' casualities. The mine was 50 meters from the road. 

At 1301 hours a torward air controlleD spotted a major bunker complex 

at 502804. Artillery was called in on the area. At the same time L Trp 

found a H - S trail used b7 20 people at 538842. Following the trail, 

L Troop came into contact at 1439 hours. Eleven minutes later the 

contact broke, leaving one trooper ld.lled, and unImown e~emy losses. 

At 1507 L Troop regained contact at 538848. They found one NVA KIA, 

6-6omm rounds, 300 -400 pounds of rice, 100 pOlmds of corn, pots and 

pans, 2 helmet liners and a blo~ trail. At 1939 hours the L Trp 

strong point's trip nares went off, and they engaged the eneII\Y, with 

Organic weapons and M55a canister. Illumination was fired, but L Trp 

received even heavier AK-47 fire. An 1FT supported. The contact broke 

at 1949 hours, with negative casllalities for L Trp and unknown enemy 

losses. The 1FT received return fire, and the artillery fired defensive 

concentrations. ~ l,S 

cD 5. At 0645 hOurs} I Troop, while extracting from an ambush patrol 
U at 543843 

received RPG and small-anna fire from the North. They engaged the enemy, 

4-\\\ aA ;:.>\ ~ \ and a Light Fire Team and Blue l'ra:x: supported. There were five US wounded 

with unlaiawn eneII\Y losses. At 0700 hours at 543843, an I Troop 1651 hit 

a 20-pound pressure detnotated mine. There were negative casualities, 

but heavy damage to the vehicle. At 0718 L Trp swept the area of the 

contact from the 24th and found 9 6a;m rounds, 1 RPU-2 Launcheer with 

booster and.1 NVA KIA. At 0943 hours I Troop received small-arms and 

automatic weapons fire from tho North. The contact broke at 1050 hours 
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w.l. th 1 US ldlled and 2 US l-lounded. There were unknown enemy- losses. At 

1000 hours M Company at 560843 received RPG fire from the North and smill­

arms fire from the south. A LFT, Blue 1of.ax and artillery supported. They 

swept the area and found 1 AK-47, 1 :841 round and 1 cmCOM claymore, 4 

AK-47 magizines, and 3 pair of Ho Chi Minh sandals. There was 1 US wounded, 

1 ARVN wounded and 1 NVA killed. At 1305 hours a K Trp ACAV hit a mine 

at 562844. The mine was a 20-pound pressure detnotated anti-tank mine 

that wounded one US and moderately damaged the ACAV. At 1615 hours a 

I Troop H551 hit a mine at 543844. The mine was a 25-pound pressure 

detnotated anti-tank mine Which wounded one US andmoderatelely damaged 

the vehicle. At 1820 hours an ACT OH-6A received small-a.rms fire, and 

called a cobra to expend in the area. At 1830 the HO/3/11 spotted move­

ment around their NDP at ~43846. The HO ACAV received small~arms and 
~p S- ~k~Qr-d. t:REV t.rV -aNet' r rl"ocf 

RPG fire.A I Troop moved to sweep the area and received small-arms fire 

at 1845 hOI Irs • An LF1' expended, and then a sweep of the area found a N-S 
> • 

blood trail. There were 5 us wounded. 

· ~ .6. On 26 November 1969, at 0352 hours, the 3/11 CP at 545846 recDed 
p~f\£AVK 'm&. rJeS" small arms, RPG and mortar fire fran the north. Blue Max, a heavy file 

· s{>u. 1 0 , • .0 
· ~p,\ 'jJ~)Jl.L team" Spoolq' and artillery supported the contact. A RPG round caused a 

1~"C • S~~ W\~ 8IIIIIO-carrier to explode, setting a drum of M()...gtlG on fire. The fire 

! 'y swept through the camp" causing the combat loss of 1557, 2 551's, 4 M548's 
: 55&. ~NO I' 

. : 

. I , 

2H109's" 5 1. trailers, 2 1Ton ammo-trailers, 3 US killed, 34 US WO'lUlded. 

There were 4 NVA ,killed. At 0640 hours I Troop at 540848, spotted 2 NIA 

va at their strJng Point. One NVA was killed. At 0820 hours an ACT ship" 

in support of 3/11 ACR, spotted an NVA. An airs:brike and a Blue Max 

expended, but with negative results. At 0845 an OH-6A, flying at 60' 

altitude 'and speed of 50 knots, received large caliber tire. Artillery 

and an ai.rstrike expended, but with neagtive 1e sults. At 1000 hours, 

An OH-61 again received heavy tire, and artillery and the 8rsiirike 



REPRoo.x;eO AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES 

UTIVB ORDER 12356, SECTION 3.3, ~/ P~~2CT 
DECLASSIFIED PER EXEC 'V "::' hlp"'" , DATB _ _ /..LL' __ 
HUMBER IIN~ Y73S'YL, BY .JOw.~P.LJ_~:....-.---

"... .. 

'~a:1n had neptiva results. At 1116 hour&' I Trp, at 558858 rec1d RPG Gld 

saall-arms fire.fran. an estimated NVA platoon in bunkers. Blue Max:, m 

aLrstrike and a Light Fire Team. expended, along With artlller,y. A sweep 

of the area found 2 jO caliber machineguns, 3 AK-47s, 1 RPG ... 2 Launcher, 

6ChiCom grenades and components of a .51 caliber machinegun. There wm 

one US killed (D/2/7 cav), 8 US wounded (D/2/T ~ an~ one ~~~ 

There were three NVA killed, and one ~ q( 11b:5"tours an AH -10 

at 548856, f'J.ying at 10001 altitude and 140 knots received small arms fire. 

An airstrike and a light fire team were called in, but with neg.ti va results. 

At 1420 hours L Trp ACAV hit a mine at 525827. The 20-pound command 
anti-tank: 

detriotated mine wounded two US and moderately damaged the ACAV. At 1453 
525827 

hours L Trp found and destra,red 4 20 pound pressure detnoted anti-tank 

mines. At the SaMe time an M578 of L Troop hit .another 20-pound mine, 

wounding two US and moderately dama:gi.ng the vehicle. At 1600 hours a 

K Trp ACAV hit a 20-pound pressure detnoted mine, causing two US wounded 

and the combat loss of the vehicle, at 562842. At 1800 hours K Trp 

found a bunker complex at 552860. There was 51 caliber brass and 

powder there, and the bunkers sppeared to be an 8l11IIlo-assembly plant. 

Further sweeps found 8 ahO rounds, 2 NVA uniforms with documents. 

1e 2000 Hours HO/3/11 AIm had their trip nares go off, but there 

was negative casualities and negative movement. 

1. On 21 :Jovember at 0840 K Trp found 1000 rounds of AK-47a.n:ununition, 

1 anti-tank grenade, 2 ChiCom grenades, 1 ChiCom claymore, 1 US claymore 
I 

1US mess ldt, 4 RPG-2 rounds, rice, uniforms and 1~pounds of documents 

At 0900 hours M Company found a mine at 543844. K Troop found medical. 

. supplies. At 1101 hours K Troop found CPT Coles 1 fatigue shirt, bloddy' 

from the wounds he received the day' before. At 1220 M Co found a T46 

Russian mine at 551861. At 1136 I Trp found a base camp with documents. 

I Trp was staying near 561849 as a night defensive position. At 1913 

hours I Troop received 60rJm, incoming, Night Hawk, Spoilk:y and ARA suppOJ!'.ted. 
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~Cf: 26 1\kmaber 1969, Attack on 3d Squadrorl CGGIMIld Poat/HOIIIdtser 
Batter,r CoIIplex 

TOI Qa.'ncH ng Oflicer 
1 t t.h Alw)red Ca.:l..r7 HegiJalmt 
APO San FJ'IIU'MtUco 96257 

t • kcilERuwt 

... CO 25 No~r t 969, the second d&y or Opt1"&t1on Texas TrawJ.e... Jd 
Squa4raa bad. ~ed deep eoough 1JIt.o Eastern War ZCDe C to "locat. the 
CP!HowitMr Batt.e1'1 CCllllplex trca FSB Jake (l'1'625815) to a poeit.1aa 1IIbeft it. 
could P.rot'1de btJt.ter support. tor the Sq'UlldrGl. Tentat.iwlt .. it. vall plADned 
to loc&t.. th. COIIpJAx in the Yici.nlt,. or ~J hCMlftl', b7 1715 houra 
the Coaplu: was six (6) kUa.t. .. abort. or t.he plarmet1 poaitioa bee&\IM of 
t.n..f'tioabUit,,. probl_ encountered. b7 the Hl09 Howit. ... aad 164B C&rso 
C&rriue. SiDee it t.akea approxl -tell' ODe and .. halt bo1IN to e&abU lib 
the HIIplex in a IlW loc&t.iaG, I decided DDt. to puab OD b\& to poeit.1.ao the 
Calpl_ at, IrS44846. Thu woW,d. haft lett -Wft''d~ t.wo bo1lr8 ot l..1aJlt 
to aetabUah t.he Ic:MIplex aod to a .. out, det_l ... cln:loee. 

b. At 1815 boura, 1IIIbUe the pariaet.er eecurJ.t,. wu beiDa eatabliebed. 
an Air Caval..r;r Troop So_ d .... ect.ed. t.bne t.o lour NVA v1t.h1a a buadNCl -..1'8 
or the northem -dl. ot t.he peJ"iMt.R. At. lUst tile 800Ut t.hou&I& that. t.he 
W A were UDIlIWd., 80 a d1eaourlt.ed patrol lIAL8 qu1ckl.,y &8a 7 bled to oapt, \1ft the 
l~VA. 3hortl;r the.'N&t'l;er, the Scout. was t1.red QD.. The Scout. Nt.umId tire .. 
and the CobJ9. 1J.JiDI COftI" i E U.at.elT rolled. 111 on t.he eaar. ~, 
the Headqu&I't4t.N l'I"oop C~ ... CPT Cale, .. ...tal .. the Pl"O'da1otl&l ACAV 
platoon aDd p.bed out. beJoDCl t.he dl .. ", .. at._ patrol to eQPce the a.v. 
Tbe pla.t.ooA awpt iAto the &I'M Mpl.o)riD& l"tCCIl b.r tire u it. 8J'f8Cl. Att.er 
traftlHac appJ'QX1M1;el;r '50 ...... t.he plat.ooD vas eappd. b7 lID BPG ,..... 
In the .uu1Ds tiN t1&ht., CPT Cole'a ACAV was hit by an RPG aDd he vaa HI"!.­
oual¥ .... ecI. H18 crew engapd the tea and t.b __ QI"Ded with the Nat of 
t.he pl&t.ooD to the CP to Prepa.N CPT Cole alii two other WUDded ... tor _Wt. 

o. Dur1ac tbia encounter, I MU at FSB Jaa1e cooJld1aa.t1n& with the ec.­
Iltilnd.er or 217 Ca-lrT. In rq abaenc., MAd Sloan, the 3-3, d.1Nct.ed CPT Fatrson, 
an AB81atant. 3-J, to take COiIIImM or Headquarteft Troop e18l8Dta. ; 
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A abort. t,iM later I &l"I'1:nd at. t.he CP and touad that: 

1 ) iVa bad not. pureueci the eD87. 
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2) ". bad a -.u can.,,,, at tow~ disabled whicl. .. to t.he acut.heaat 
or the contact. 

J) Preaprat.icaa ha.4 not ~ cOIIpl.t.ed tor t.he night det ... or t.he 
CcapleL 

cl. In lWpOQM to the abo ... , I directed CPT ~ to tall - ..... 1'7 
avaUable _ tNa the CP to 4.1& toxhol .. &l.oa& the pdl"illeter. AddltioM117, 
I retoaed. * P1'VY1a1oD&l. ACAY Platoca &lid ,.bed back out, 1Dt.o tbe area of 
COAtact. I aJ.ao <I.1nIcted TNop I, .1 ... cae pl.&t.oca. to Jo1D _ as 8OCI1 &II 

poII8~. At th1a u.... I wu CODNmecl about, add1t1onal ...,. beirls 10 the 
area of CGIltact aDd the stat.u. of the dill] 1 CODY07 or diaabl_ fthiel_ to 
the 8O\lt,heut ot the cGDtact. 

2. OrsY'.W- gC !chi CPl}lgwiter Btite" CfPP1. 

&. Iaed1at.el.7 att.er t.akirc oonuan<J.. CPT "rBOD had. man CI"(IR the roc 
am lPW t.e&II d1g ta:r.holee along the nort.heaat sector at t.he per.:1Jlleter. He 
..,101*l recOWl'T 'nh1clea and How1t.zer Battery ACAV's around the ~ 
pol't.1on of tM per1aets l". Caocurrent.ql' be had trip tl.Area and ca,.o~ 
set. out. to the eut &WI south ot the par1.-t.er. Trip t'l.&rea and clA9'JaoNB 
.... N aleo a.t out. to the nort.h <1A4 west. , bowa'Nr, these def1ce. had to 
be blplAced cloae to the ..,.h.iclea because at l.arge graaa~tUes bun11Dg in 
ttxNle areas. 

b. A.\ approxiJaatel7 21.30 houra, the 8WNp ot the area ot contact bad 
bee coatplAItAd ADd the d.1.N.blecl veb1cl .. were retumecl to the COIIplex. CPT 
E.ftOD then placed the Provision&l. ACAV Platoon and. disabled V1th1cl .. around 
t.he pen-t.er (Incl.oauN 1). Troop I, 1Il1n., vu IIOftd back: to it.. origiDaJ. 
atroac poiDt. pcsU,1on to the wast or the Ccaplu. 

c. Aa noted 111 Inclosure 1, st.arligbt c1ev1c .. ware operational. around 
tbd per.t..t.er. The t.1'OOp 18 a.uthor:1secl tOUl" a_Ol"S but nOM we1"8 opel"llt1ca&l.. 
Two Nd&ra wre also eaploJed on tho no~hem .... Q( the pel"i.l:later, boNner; 
tb.,.lDN too clon to treee &Ad baaY,J ..... atiOll to be ot atl7 use. I bad. 
&lao autbo1'iMcl an HleI prograa wit.h Wl9 c:tur1Dc the n.1gbt.. The laat t1r1Dg 
took pl&oe at 0))0 hours, tea minut_ before the attack. Deteuae tUes were 
also t1racl into t.he northeast at 2210 hours. 

3. 'ttl! Mtasls 9p 26 .Noy!Eer 1962 

a. At 260340 November 1969, two RPG rounds were tired traa t.he 1IOut.h aida 
or the per:1aet.er. .tU.D:>et. simultaneously, RFG and sma.ll a,1'DI8 tire waa ......., .. 
treD the northwest side ot the per:i.tMt.er. 
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~. J.ro rOUDd impacted OIl top or an 14548 &aBlm:li.ioD carrier caua1nc the baslc 
l.oa.d or poNder aDd 155- Pl"OJectU- to explode. SecODia lat .. 114 How1tsel" 
took an RPG d1not hit.. The vehlcle upl.od.ed a.ad. llCAtt.eNd. white pboIIphOl"U8 
OWl' t. eat.1re caapl«E. The ... pbolJpbcmal 1p1t«l aD MS51 Sher1daD aad later 
OIl it. too aplodtMl. Explod1ag e.an1t.1GD &lao 00IUNMCl the tra1l.ue tbat. vue 
Uat,1DJM. A Ibol't t_ latter an.otJauo Sber:ldM, .. Troop L lI617 cp eazn.r &ad 
HGIdtoMl" 11 wre b.1t. aa4 .. ~ b7 RPG tin. 1'ba eo.md Poet. CarrJ..ua ot 
the CP wre &leo -Sag-, boNe"r, aPG screen pre,..tAd..,OI" daap to t .... 
'f8hicl ... 

a.. Aa a resut. or t.be att.ack tour ~ were ldl..lJId aDd tllllll1t7 tOUl" ~ 
wounded HI"'1.owIlJr enougb to W&I'I"8I1t duetott. at the tou:r _n k1l..led, t.hree 
were knawn to be Idllecl tl"T1D& to lI09II Dul"n1.Da ftb1cl.. out or tbe area of 
explocH,. '_adtiOll. or to,. t, 17 tour -.. NqU1l"1Dg d\l8tott, 13 a.I were 
NtUl'Md to "'*'7 the nm. dq .md taur are uplCted to ret1l1'D in the nut. 2J-7 
clap. Clle attia .. alichUY 'MOunded was not. Nt.umed to dut.7 clue t.o tile 
pJlOXi wdt7 of his DFJt.OS. 

b. Major equ1pD1Dt. losaee tor 26 NoWillbar are &I follows: 

2 X Kl09 How1tS1J'8 (RPG) 
2 .x: )651 ~r1d.aDs (1 RPGj 1 u:plocU.ng ... m1t1aD) 
1 I tOTl C<: 'I1d llOllt Ca.'r'.ri.8r (RPG) 
4 .x ~48 ,,4_101\1011 Ca.rrier (1 RPG; ) exploding "'101tloo) 
8 X 16 'l'raUeJ'It (expl.odin& a_m1t1on) 

5. Ai.1c;&,PM IW:1rw tlP Att.yk !1Jd Sub!!gwpt to the A.tWk 

a.. iWbc RPQ tiN Walt 1n1t1&t.ed, a nUllber of Cl"8W8 on the periMter MW 
tblt tin aal po1nta tNa wA1cb t.he tire Wall c.l1l'act.ed tl"CL The .. CI'WII 

i..-d1Btel¥ -.ace4 t_ .... and eoat.1Dued. to tiN duriDg the oootact.. 'lbe 
pen.l;er heLd. 

b. F~ wre:l T1iat.tiy brought 1n.to the D01"thweat. tra HD~ Bat.terr. 
tlbeD ABA. &rri:vecl 011 at&t.1Ia, the Cobras tiNd. cl.oee 1D to the noJtJa 8ud north­
eut.. At. tJda t_, MoI't&r BattelT wu ah1ft.ed fv.Jt:.ber to the nortlalllet to 
int.erdict ftJIItAe of w1t.hdrawal...to __ ............ '1 Cb na -Jake aDd. JaIIle Wl'It 
alao bl"OUlht. in to 1at.ud1at. rout. .. it ~ to the DOI'th aDd DOzt.beut. 
A. .~ U. l.&t. .. _ Air FOJ'Ce·SMdow" &In.-,ed CIa stat.1oa aDd t1Ncl trca 150 
to tOOO .... l'8 of t.M IIOrtbem .:!de of the periaIt... Prior to the nSbadow" 
&1roraft. mw:lng ott atat1aD, I dlrMtect 'lroop I to .ow CJD8 platoon to tb. 
ana of c~ &ad to t .. up td.t.h D/217 Caval.r;r at. t1nt. ll,gbt to JNI'8U8 
the ~. The one a.rw>red. ca.1'8l1'7 pla.tOOll moved. in the arw. or contact as 
the It Sbaclowt' aircJ'lLtt IIOftd. ott .t.at1aD. 
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'lM plat oem ims:l1a.teq started & sVMp of t.he t.edi&t.e arM aad totmd, on 
t.be no:rtblaat. a1de of tbe peri..t.v, t.wo dead IVA wit.b RPG lauDDber ad &D 

AK-47. .\.boIt. tiM lat.v, I pu .... Troop I ud 0/2/7 Caft1l7 to tbe _rt~ 
aut; al.aac • -.101' t.ra1l -,at- t.bat. a.ppIU"ed. t.o be a l.1D.'lir aouoe of wit.h­
clrav&l tor tobe IVA. • 

.,. Aa fNop I &ad D/2/7 CaY&l.r.r MYed al.c:lQs the t.raU .,..., • P1I* 
'lela NDOIIII01t.end 111 tl"Ollt of t.1le t.roopa. At. 084S bauI'II t.be Saoat .... t1.n 
tr. 1!5S0859. Artlllar;r, .rtara, l..1cht. tire teuB, ABA.. aad t.*,,1oal a1r 
vve IIIpl.oJ*l ap1Det. t.he _peete .u poa1t.1aaa. At. approxi_tel;r llDOIrbouft 
Troop I arr1wd 111 tohe ara, .-:t ecaced &D:l OYC'1'IIIl the ..., poeit.iona. 
Four IVA died as a result of th1a act.1c:G and one priaca.er wu taka. 

d. 'l'be PW ..,.t.ual..q pl'O'ridecl the Squad.nJIl w1t.h 41Nct1c:JDa t.o t.va baa ... 
CUIpB ued. by t.be tOl'C" that. att.ackecl the Sq'L'Bdraa QD 26 licn"'r. Troop K 
and C/2/7 CawJq tOUl¥l tile baato"'lp' late GIl t.. 26tb aar1 deKlOJ1d tba OD 
\he mh at Jo'II.... The PW alIIo laft add1t1cmal det.ejla QD the _tack of 
26 Not8llber. He at.at.ed that two CO'IpNl:i., C1, ..t. C), of t.De m.70 (part. at 
the 70th See1ll'1t.7 BIIi.-t) bad part1cipat.ed 10 t.he att.ack. Eacb ~ bad 
tort.7" ... ..ob COIIIpaD;J' wu UMd with 12 .RJ?G..2 and 2 RPG-7 l.a1aJban. The 
t.WO CCWIIpMt_ WN ...... ed with 5 ~ ad 2 RPG-7 t_ ba C4 00IIp8D7. 
&aDh ~ber bad ....... to I11De rouada at HPG '_mi:tioD. He d1cl ... lmow the 
d.a8ce 1Dct ....... b7 CJ 00IIIpaAV' but. he did. kDow t.hat OM .... bad beeA kllled ad 
t.~7 Mr:leuaq l'JIRmded tro.. 01 00'IIpa1\J'. 

6. CggDlWlipp! !lid Correct.!!! AaUoa 

a. 1':roa the abaft, it. 18 eY1deat. t.hat 11l apite at \he pNCautiou t.aken 
b7 t.1le CP /How1t. ... Bat.t.v;r c.pl-, t.h.,- WN ..... eaaup bee ... t.he ...... 
able to j,ait,1ate the ..... 1oa. It. i.e &l8o ftI.cl.t. tbat BPG ecre.aa ebtaW.d lsaw 
be. __ tor t.he a..u. ... ..a t.bat. lION t.hr.IuIht abould baD been Ii'" to 
t.ba plM_t. of tile JG48 ." __ i1;1aD C&l"l"1ere· to !lunare t.bat. the1r deetNCt10a 
would DOt. jeopud1H &ll Gt,her fth1c1_ 1D t.be COIIpl ex. 

o. To Nd.ace t.he poaa:lbU1t7 of aurpriH. all Ullit.. ba'ftl beea :r-tnded 
t.hat. __ coad1t1AlDa pNOllrde 00J!J"1D& ........ of ~b 07 ...... or otib .. 
aUl"ftil 1aace cIn1He t.bat Uat.eD1ac poat.a w1l.l be...... To NdwJe t.be wJ.Mra,. 
b1l1t.7 of Howitaer .Ba:t,t.el7, MS48Aeem1tlon Ca.r:r1.en are d1epeJ'Md uad RPG 
IIClI'MIl 18 UHd. tor bot.b t.he HowitH" m:l carrJ.ere. 
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DAVID K. DOYLE 
lXC, Al'mor 
Com· .. U. 






