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1. OPERATIOHS: January 1969 found the 1st Squadron continuing operations 
in AO SADDLE (SE Binh Duong and 1M Bien Hoa Provinces) where it had been 
since 15 Nov 68, The Squadron had the mission of conducting reconnaissance 
in force operations, establishing night smbush positions, and pacifying the 
vilh,ges of Binh Co :1nd Einh lV. Also, almost d.~ily LTL 16 was c1ea.red and 
convoy security W'lS provided for the 1st C3,V Div (Ai!) convoy to Phuoc Vinh. 

Elements of the Dong lb.i Regiment, prob:1b1y the Kl !Uld K3 Ba.tt~ions, posed 
the main enemy threst in AO SADDLE from 1-16 J'ln 69. Thare w~s no signifi­
c~nt thro'lt from !Uly of the enamyas local force units. During the period 
contact W1S M'1do on sever~l AP's. The most signific!Ult of theso engagements 
occurred on 4 Ja.n when F/2/11 ACR (OPCON to 1/11 ASR) kill3d 7 VC:md C3.p­
tured 6 individU.!l.ls !Uld 1 crew served WO'lpon :It XT869712. 

On 11 J'lnunrv. 2/A/11 ACR, OPCOiJ to the 1st C:tv Div (AH), at 1000H in the 
vicinity of XT767799. whilo moving south on Qt 13, W.'lS ~mbush.:x:l by tvlO NVA 
comp'mios emp10yin~ RPG's 'l1ld 3/A fire. After being reinforced by H';J and 
1st Pl'ltoon of A/l/ll ACR, 3/H/2/11 ACR, 'lnd B/2/2 Inf (I~CH), :md :lftcr 
oxponding 7 flights of !lori'll rocket 'lrti11..3ry !Uld an 'lir striko, tiD fight­
ing C'U11e to "1 h ... 1t with 2 US KL4., 21 US WIA, 2 AC:l.Vos combat 10ss')d, !Uld 2 
ACWos 'lnd 1 t:mk hCl'lvily d'lm'!goci. Enemy 10ssos woro 41 KIA ( C), 11 AK-'+7°s. 
4 RPG launchers, 'lnd 23 grcn'ldos c'lptured. 

On 16 Janu!l.ry, th(~ 1st SquJ.dron moved to Bb,ckhorso B!l.sO C'mp !l.nd J.ssumed 
r(3sponsibility for the BLh.CKHORS3 TAOR. Whi10 in this :lrO:l from 16-31 Jan, 
tho m!l.in enemy thro'lt w~s th~ 274th VC Regimont. 

On 27 J'lnll'lry, B/l/11 ACR bcg:m 3h3rid:m tr:lining J.t BhckhorsG. Th3 
3h3't'id-:m M551 was issuoci to c'lch roconn~.iss:mcc troop on tho b.sis of thr():) 
per p1.,toon. Consequont1y,,, roconn[;issmc) p1:ltoon now consists of 6 i.::'"~VQs 
!'1.nd 3 Sb'":lrid:ms. Tho tr!'1.inL'1g progr~ consist·lCi prinl1.rily of f:ll'!lili:lriz:l­
tion with th') T'J:')~pons syst3m !lnd th,: vohic10 itso1f. 

In e~r1y F3bru~ry olornonts of th~ 3qu~dron b~g~n movu1g from B1~ckhorso to 
tha 3i8n Ho'l :lrc'l to sarvo as RRF for th 3 3.nticip:lt,}d 1969 Tet Offcnsiv'J. 
On 10 F'3bru'lry, 3/1/11 f~CR w~s pbced OPCON to BHTAC. Four d~s b.ter, . 
A/l/11 i;.CR W'15 ph.ced opcmr to BHT;l.C and givcin tho sarno mission 'lS B Troop. 
On 15 Yebruuy, TF Privette W3.S formed undor the corom:md of the Squadron 
~xccutive Officer to control A 'lnd 3 Troops. 

On 23 Febru3.ry, [~/l/11lCR t:1:1d'3 cont'lct with e1cmGnts of tho 3/274th. VC 
Regiment '1t YT084048. B/l/l1 ACR. ACT/11 A~R, tlnc one comp~ny of 1/2 Inf 
wore deployed to reinforce. &ftGr tho b'ltt1~, 1st Squ'1dron units wore 
credited with B8 VC KIf'!., 6 VC p~: md 1 US WIA. :m8my 8quipm3nt Ctlptured 
in this ~ction consisted of: 16 10?rnm rockets; 1 .51 cal A/A MG, 2 RPG-2 
l'!unchors; 3 RPG-7 b.unch()rs, 2 LilGa s ; 21 AK-'-I-7 Gs; 2 60rom morttlrs; 188 
82mm mort'-r rounds; 24 60mm mort!lr rounds; :md 30.000 A.K-'+7 rounds. 

On 25 Fobru,-l'Y, 2/1/1/11 .';'::;R, OPCON 1/2 Inf in 3. joint U3-Th'li opl;)r3.tion, 
received 9-40 :lnd sm:l11 'll'mS firo 3.t YT114052, resulting in 5. US WIrt snd 1 
Shcrid~n comb~t 10ssed. 
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On 26 Febru~ry, eleMents of TF Privotto p~rticip~t~d in two sep~r~to 
~ctions. 3/B/l/ll ACn w~s conducting :1 SW30P ~long th~ e'st barm of Bien 
Ho~ Army Blse when it C'1L'1:J und3r firo from ~ 5[;1'111 vill:1ge 10c:1tJd ::lot 
YT028127. Tho pb.toon W'lS p1"cod OPCO.; to tha 5th tJlV_; Division ~nd p.:ll"­
ticip'lt,')d in ':) cordon ~round tho vi11 '1go. Tho vi11~g..) was occupi:.xl by 
d1emonts of tho 3/275th VC Rogimcnt ~nd tho.:; D2 .:l'lppor .htta1ion. .'!.ftor 
unsu.r:cose;fu1 efforts to porsu'l:1o thJ ::mom.v to surrender, thu ::1VN forc.:.s 
c~11od in ~ir strikos ~nd helicopter gunships. Th~ vi11~g~ W.:lS dostroyol 
by 'lir powor 'lnd t'lnk m:'!.in guns. At tho S'lmo tiIF) this :lction W:::'5 t~king 
p1"co l/B/l/11 ACR w~s sot up in '1 b10ckin5Josition It ITD45131, Whi10 tho 
2nd ATi:VN lv'arinos wora opor~ting in ao ~~3.i vi1h.g.:J. Action:lt both 10c:ltions 
13,st'Jd from 0700 to 1930. Th.:; results of thoso :lctions w:)r'J 170 VC KIA .md 
77 VC PW. Of thoso, olomonts of tho 1st Squ:ldron woro crooit3d with 14 vc, KL-l.. 

On 6 ~llrch, 1/11 ACR(-) movod to FS3 Ho1id'lY Inn to conduct oporltions in l.U 
S~TJDt..". During tho poriod 6-17 Ihrch. the 3qu~dron had nog'ltivG cont:.ct with 
tho anomy. On 17 lhrch, 1/11 '.c::-, rocoi VC)::} ordors to :novo to the Aich ,~li .. "1 
Rubbor Pb,nt1.tion to particip:lto in Opor:l.tion _.t1:ls ilodg:;. 

Opera.tion Atlas W'3dgo W'lS '1 throo division (lst Inf, 1st ... :lV •. md 25th Inf) 
opor:ltion concoivod to dostry 3. strong enomy buildup in tho vicinity of tho 
!-fichelin?ubbor P1mt'ltion. Jep10ying on the 17th, tho 3qu:ldron spent the 
night 'l.long QL 13. just north of Thunder I. On 18 I'hrch, th:J m:mouver 
e10mcnts of the Squ~dron, 3/1/11, C/l/11, :lnd 0/1/11 .,::;R, mov.)d west from 
"L 13 'llong tho "Gro:'!. t 3wa th :, a large Rome p10wcu t 1 eading from QL 13 just 
south of I'hunder II to the 11iche1in. Also on 18 ~:arch, the Squadron :::: and 
::row/l/11 AC moved into FS3 Thunder II (Xl(83557) to provide comma."1d and 
control and fire support. 

C:ontact T'laS first estJ1b1ishErl at 1815-'> ~larch at ·,~T.588508 by D/1/ll and 
B/l/ll ACR. fhese elements received SA and ~J fire from the north. The 
Squadron deployed to attack in a wooge fornation vith D/l/ll in the l",ad, 
B/l/ll on the left flank, and G/l/11 on the right flank. :"lhan the anemy 
force retreated, t'1.ey left behind 21 ?~VA KIA and assort.)d documonts and 
axp10s i vas. Friond1 y losses wera 1 U,) '{!A ~nd 3 u srI.;,. 

On 21 'g,rch, the 3quadron received OP'::O.~ of H/2/11:~:..;'(-) .:md moved toward 
ObjoctivG 'Ford (,3T1757). On 22 ~rch,:/l/11 .';''':-, ost3.b1ishod contact with 
.g,n unknown si2',oo ;)namy force 'lt ;(T6062 :1nd ki11,,'<i 8 ;,:'lA with 4 U3 ~iIA. Late 
on tnG 22nd, the ::qu~dron ra~ch:}d Objactiv80x CCT623S47). On 23 ihrch, 
C/1/11 :\CR boc:lMO OF:Oi~ to ACT/ll ACR and ust3.b1ishod 1i~ht cont.:lct with tha 
enemy. On 24 M"rch., the m!m6UV;)r eloments of tho 'qusdron mov~d back to 
the "Great SWllth;' md Opcra.tion ~t1:\s ',ledge c~.rr..:; to 3. close. 

On 25, ihrch, tho 1st 5qu-:dron Ii'lOvod into tho Iron l'riang10 to participa.ta 
in Oper'ltion Omega. Th·;) In:lneuver c1emonts 'lssigncd to t.ho Squ:ldron for the 
operation W3ro B, C. and D/l/1E:':~, H/2/11t..::rt. D/2-28 Inf, md Q. aivorine 
Assault Group (~.A1) .:be Squ'ldron c:P moved into Lai Kho B~so ~::unp !Illd 
How/3/11 ~CR moved into FSJ Huortgen (XT694321) to provide firo support. 

On 26 t'brch, the Squ'lclron roceivod OP'::::Oi:: of the 2nd 3n, 9th Rogt. 5th ARVN 
tnf Division, ThiJ morning W'lS spont chocking out tunnel and bunker comp1oxos 
in tho vicinity of XT721246. The RAG force ostab1ishJd cont~ct :lnd ACT 
support,3d, • Fiftocm VC wore kil18d. 
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On the morning of 27 l'brch, Opor::-,tion Omog:l termin:ltlJd. and 1st ;>qu~dron wa.s 
ordorod to,return to F3S Holid'W Inn. The RAl forco, 2/9/5 A..l.Vl'Y, 3/2-28, 
D/2-28, and H/2/11 A:~ were do~ch0d from th0 1st 3quldron. The 3qu~dron 
worked AO SA.'"'DLJ: out of FS3 ~Iolid:ly Inn until 12 \.pril. 

On 12 'pril, the 3qu::tdron moved to t'10 vicinity of ihu Ti-3ng and bogan tho 
first phs.se of Opor:ltion Hont'ln.2 R'lidor. The y.,u:ldron roceived OPcorr of 
C/1-8 C3,v. Also on 12 April, tho 3quo.dron CommmdGr was medically OV3.CU:lt.xl 
'lnd the 3qu!l.dron ]x;ocutivo Officer, 11M Privette, took COInm:lDd of the 
:'qu'ldron. 

On 1,3 April, the units warG org-,mised into nnneuvor to:uns consistin~ of one 
t'lnk pl'ltoon, two recon pl:ltoons, :lDd one inf:lntr,y pl:ltoon. TO:lm A/l/ll ACR 
was att:lchad to tho ACT to reinforco tho Aero Rif'lG Pl:ltoon in contact :l.t 
X'ltJ.S8525.. The results of tho cont:lct wero 2 ",VA XIA, 22 U3 KIA and 22 V3 ~IIA. 
Te!Ull A was returnod to Squadron control shortly aftor the contact termin­
atocia On 14 April, Team C boc:lme QPC01.i to 1-8 ::;:lV and tho following d:lY 
T~ A also bocame opeo. to 1-8 :av. 

On 17 April, Mttjor John C. Dc.hns(m :lssumoo comm::md of tho Squadron. Tho 
Squ~dron 3SSumed control of Te::tms A md C. At 1600H, the 3qu:ldron CP 
elements flssaulted an enemy position :It .{T4.S8583. G/2/11 ACR was plo.coo. 
opcor; to 1st Squ:l.dron 'lnd reinforced. Tho results of the .:lction l-Ter;J 20 iiVA 
KIA and 6 NVA pw. 

Tho three maneuver to.:J.mS of the 3qu!l.dron moved north on p.2r:lllal axis toward 
FSE ~\1bite (XT4,57627) on 18 April. Team:3 mad3 cont.:J.ct ~t XTt.J.30597. To:.m A, 
moving to reinforce Team 3, ID:ldo contact :l short dist:lnco from that locction. 
The cont~ct continued all day :lS both te:lIDS moved through th~ :lre:l clG:lring 
bunkors 'lnd elimin!l.ting pockots of enemy resist:lnce. Results of the d:lyDs 
cont~ct were 78 VC KH. :lnd 1 '1rgol111ounts of onomy oquipment destroyod. 
Friendly losses were 7 03 :CIA md 30 ·wIA. On 20 .'ipril, all aL~r.J.'3nts cl0500. 
on the ::qu".l.dron NIP just outside ')'lU Tic:mg for ~ t~-Jo-d1.y st~nd down th:lt 
brought !Ul 3nd to Ph3so I of Oper'ltion::ontan3 f.:.::dder. 

On the llloming of 22 .ipril, the 3qu~dron dop:lrtod D:l,u Tion~ anrouto to .ill Loa 
and tho second ph.'1.se of Opor'ltion :Iont:m:l R:lider b3g:ln. D/l/11 :~CR WlS 
pl:lcod opco:'r to 3/11 ACR ::md the 3qu:ldron recoived OP:':::ON of 1-1/3/11 AC7I.. On 
tho morning of 24 April, the 3qu:ldron moved wast from :In Loe to F 3~ J :lDlio. 
Upon ro:l.ching J :unie on 25 :\pril, lll-:tnouvcr olomllnts w Jre fOrl1lc.'<i simil:lr to 
those used in Ph~se I. Te:un Ninnie was formud from the cO!.lIl1and group of 
S/2-7 ::"v, OPCON to 1/11 A:tl, 3/3/1/11 ACR, !md tho :-I::.::WQ s • On 27 April, 
TO:lll1 B found '1 b:lse c~,mp and c'lpturod :l l'lrgo :llllOunt of onemy equipment. On 
tho s~e d'\y Te~ A found :l bunker complex !l.nd piekGd up llrge :llllOunts of 
enemy equipment :md axplosivas. On 30 April, TO:llll :~innio was lO:ld into a 
bunker complex by 3t:l ~.CT pink te:lm :lnd encountorxi m ontronchod ,mllmy force. 
Artillery ~nd ABA supported ~d D/2-7 :o.v movad to rGinforeo. Th0 results 
of the cont~ct were 8 NVA KIA, 1 US KIA, and 4 US ilIA.. On 1Vhy 2nd, tho 
Squ3dron moved to g,'ltos of Qua.n Loi :lDd ended Ph:lsO r: of Opor~tion .Montan.:l 
Raider. 
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On 7 April" 1 st Squadron departed Quan loi to begin the third phase of Oper­
ation J.bntan Raider. '!he Squadron received OPCON of A/2-7 Cav and How/:3,' 1 ACR 
was reylaced by How/1/11 ACR in the task organiza.tion., '!he Squadron CP am 
How/1!11 ACR established FSB Gr.-eene at X~42790. Team B \-Tent OPCON to 5-7 
Cav. The remaining maneuver elements of the Squadron conducted reconnaissence 
;l.n AO I.ance 'With emphasis on the eastern edges of the Saigon River. Several 
base areas vere discovered but no contact wa.s made with enemy forces. Con­
tacts during the remainder of the operation were light and scattered. On, 4 
May, the Squadron moved to Bien Hoa. the period 14-22 :t.fay w?s spent in Bien 
Hon on maintenance operations and missions under the control of BHTAC. 

On 23 l-Iay, the 1st Squadron moved into the BLACKHORSE TAOR. en 24 Hay, 
A 'll.-oop made contact ani killed 14 NVA, elements of the :3:3rd VC linin Force 
Regiment. Several. contacts during the end of May and esrly June resulted in 
p2 enemy KIA. On 10 June, the Squadron, minus B Troop, moved north to p?rtici­
pate in the opening of the Song Be Road. '!he night ot the 10th was spent at 
FSB Jim (X'l'88:339:3) and the next day they moved to FSB Remagen. VIII, fran. 
which it conducted road security operations until 18 June .. 

'!he Squadron moved. to FSB Bandit Hill (X'1'859.368) on 18 June, and bec2Jlle OPCON' 
to the 3rd Brigade, 1st Inf Div. '!he initial mission W£I.S to conduct ground 
reconnoissance in the viCinity of Bandit Hill. On 19 June, the Squadron CP 
WilS moved to FSB Thunder I. On this srune d,.,y, C/1/11 ACR was led into an ene""y 
base camp by an nerial observer and made conte.ct with 8. platoon sized enemy 
force from the Dong Nai Regiment. The action resulted in 12 NV./J. KIA, 6 NVA 
PW, 5 AlC-47's captured, and a large number of documents collected. 

en :30 June, the 1st Squadron executed fl. chrmge of .\Ors· with t'-e 1/4 Cav. The 
Squadron CP and How Battery moved to a central location in the new AO ~d 
established FSB Monica (X'1707312). The Squadron org.~n1zed into mtJleuver 
teems consisting of one trynk pl~toon, two reconncissance plntoons, end one 
infantry pl:'.toon ench. The terons deployed i·'~,led12.tel:v upon entering the AO 
and conducted a thorough se::rch of the northern portion of the "Iron M[1.ngle". 
'!he reconnaiss:::.nce showed mr.:ny signs of recent fI.ctiv1ty, but no contc.ct wns 
est.2blished. H:iking heilVY use of aeri~l reconnaissf'nce clrcr~t, the &:!ued­
ron continued to work the northern pnrt of the "Iron Tri :-.ngle II with the 
teams constmtly checking out aerinl sightings. This type of opero.tion proved 
very successful. From 2 to 9 July, 62 enomy were killed n.nd rt.n enemy hos­
pit:::tl complex wnS destroyed. 

All of the maneuver tef'.l1ls of the Sousdron closed FSB Friedr, on 10 July, o.nd 
for the next two days nil elements concentr'ted on ID".inten,"nce of vehicles. 
Opcr':!tions resumed on 1:3 July with 0.11 teruns depoxting Friedr, and working 
generc1ly to the north. 

On 28 July, the 1st Squadron re,ioined the 11th liCR in the Begiment:l AO 
around the 1m loc/loc Ninh area. The Squ:::ldron :J.S sumed the AO Ground loc 
Ninh. '!he firs t two weeks of ncti vi ty in the loe Ninh a.:rea were character­
ized by light, scattered conto.ct with sm~lll units of NVA. On 8 August, tho 
34th ARVl{ Ranger Batt2.lion 'Wos airlifted into loc ~!inh cirstrip. TF 'Ylright 
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wa.s formed consisting of 1/11 ACR and the 34th iLTtVN Rmgers. A joint CP Wc.s 
~sto.blished and joint oper.:1tions loIi th the Rcngers connnenced i7llmedi:-,tely. '!he 
\1sual method of opero.tion was one R~ger CompMY with each mnneuver element 
pf the Squadron. However, on numerous occasions the Rangers conducted dis­
mounted opera.tions on their own. 

pn 12 August, the 209th NVA Regiment began an extensive attnck in the loc Ninh 
~eo.. 'lhe 1st SqUJdron NDP at FSB Jon (XU'7320??) received 70 mixed mortarl 
rocket DJld RPG rounds in a series of o.ttacks which termin..~.ted at 0615. D/1/11 
:received light attacks by fire nnd minor ground probes at XU?29087 during the 
$ame time. 11 NVA were found around D Companyrs position the noxt morning. 
~t first light the next dny, the IIlf'neuver elements of the Squ<l.dron moved out 
to find c.nd destroy the ene~ elements. No contact w~.s m[t.de in the e.:'.stern 
portion of the AO, however, A and C/1/11 ACR h~.d running engngements in the 
north western o.nd western protions of the 1'.0 which rosulted in 17 NVA KIA. 
On 13 Augus t, D/1/11 ACR and one company of the 31 th ARVN R ·ngers eng'lged n. 

~ompnny silled NVA force at XU693087,,' '!he action resulted in 30 NVA KI."... 
tram late August through 4 September, the level of enemy ,':1ctivity WOos con­
fined to indirect fire c.tt2cks Qlld minor probes of RF/PF loc~tions in the 
orea. 

On 5 September, C/1/11 ACR with one company of Icc Ninh CIDG m.~de contc.ct wi th 
elements of the K8 Bn, 209th NVA Regiment, iust to the northwest of loc l-Tinh. 
12 NVA were killed in this action. TF Wright wO.s disolved on 6 September. 
ibis same day, B/1/11 ACR engaged n NVA b!:l.ttalion in the vicinity of XU695090 
while conducting D. reconndssa.nce of the area. C 8l1d D/1/11 ACR and one com­
pany of croG reinforced. The bettIe r~ed for five hours end resulted in 
74 NVA KIA und 5 NVA PW. Friendly cD.su~l ties were 3 killed and 36 wounded. 
!here was no significant action for the reorunder of Septenber 2nd e~rlJr 
Octobel'. 

~ 12 October, the 1 st SquJ.dron moved south end begen to work an AO southe~st 
of Q.lc.n wi. The Squadron CP was ini ti-lly established at FSB Gywn (XW278l7) 
but was moved to FSB Lindo. (X'1'823841) whore it rel'1dncd until 25 November. 
cperations in this area consisted of 10c8.l ground reconn:riss"nce missions in. 
the Quc.n loi rubber and its jungle fringes combined loIi th a· concentrated pro­
gran of RF compc.ny training. '!he only contc.cts during the period wore est"b­
lished on NAPrs. 'Ille Squmron completed trciIJi".g of 7 RF cO"1p.wes in com­
bined Q.I'mor/infontry tuctics and cir ".ssaul t techniques. 

On 25 Novenber, the Squadron assUl!led responsibility for In !to west on l'..n loc 
and the mission of keeping LTL 246 open for Q 3/11 LCR operation in eCl.stern 
War Zone C. A Squadron CP waS establi shed at XT704892 where the HQ remdned 
until 29 November. '!here W::l.S no contn.ct est,blished with enemy forces during 
this period. On 27 November, B/1/11 ACR wns :'irl1fted to Bu Dop by C'-130 
to become OPCON to the 3rd Brig:ile, 1st ACD. 

On 29 November, 3/11 ACR operations in War Zone C termin".ted 1Ild the Sau.')dron 
was released from the security mis sion of LTL 246. :lll La Wf'.S J.S signed th~t 
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encompassed the arca. northwest of l:..n Loe end the .sc,u8dron CP moved to xtn10-
928. Ertensive reconncissonce WJ,S conducted in the Jungle north end west of 
the lin loc rubber pla.nt:,tion until .3 December. ;~:dn, no conteJ.ct Wt'l.S est.1.b­
~ished with enemy forces. 

p.n 3 December, the Squadron moved north to assume responsibility for the Loc 
Ninh AO. '!he Squo.dron CP wo.s established ::'l.t FSB Borge, XU734063, where it 
IItc.yed for the recainder of the year. During this period Sc-undron opera.tions 
consisted of ground reconnaissnnce throughout the AO. The only significant 
nction during this period took plnce on 27 December. Action W:'.8 ini ti:>.ted 
vhen en Air Force FAC observed NVA in the open at XU690205. The :~CT/11th flCR 
engc.ged the enemy and A and D/1/11 ACR reCccted to the sighting dong with the 
196th Region:;.l Force Conpc.ny. The ground elcnents f:dled to find the bulk 
~f the enat:JY force. In that cont~.ct the results were 4 friendly Ia:~, 1 
friendly WIA, nnd 3 NVA IIA. A tot0~ of 76 enemy "rere killed by air 0nd 
o.rtillery fire. other reconno.isst'nce in the l~O indic~ted light enen~.; tr".ffic 
put turned up nothing specific. 
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