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1, OPERATIONS: January 1969 found the 1st Squadron continuing operations
in AO SADDLE (S% 3inh Duong and ¥W Bien Hoa Provinces) where it had been

since 15 Nov 68, The Squadron had the mission of conducting recoannaissance
in force operations, establishing night ambush positions, and pacifying the
villages of Binh Co and Binh My, Also, almost daily LTL 16 was cleared and
convoy security was provided for the 1st Cav Div (Ail) convoy to Phuoc Vinh,

Elements of the Dong Nai Regiment, probably the K1 and K3 Battalions, posad
the main enemy threat in AO SADDLE from 1-16 Jan 69, There was no signifi-
cant threat from any of the enemy’s local force units, During ths period
contact wis mado on several AP's., The most significant of thesc engagements
occurred on 4 Jan whon F/2/11 ACR (OPCON to 1/11 ACR) killad 7 VC and cap-
tured 6 individuals and 1 crow scrved woapon at XT869712,

On 11 January, 2/4/11 ACR, OPCON to the 1ist Cav Div (Alf), at 1000H in the
vieinity of XT767799, whilo moving south on QL 13, was ambushod by two NVA
comprnios employing RPG's and 3/A fire, After being reinforecsd by H2 and

1st Platoon of A/1§11 ACR, 3/H/2/11 ACR, and B/f2/2 Inf (1ECH), and aftor
oxponding 7 flights of acrial rocket artillory and an air strike, tho fight-
ing came to 2 halt with 2 US KIA, 21 US WIA, 2 4CAV*®s combat lossad, and 2
ACAV®s and 1 tank hoavily damagod., Enomy losses wore 41 KIA ( C), 11 AK-47%s,
4 RPG launchers, and 23 gronadoes capturod,

On 16 January, tho 1st Squadron moved to 3Blackhorso Base C'mp and assumed
rosponsibility for tho BLACKHORSZ TAOR. Whilc in this areca from 16-31 Jan,
the main onemy threat was tha 274th VO Regimont,

On 27 Jamiary, B/1/11 ACR began 3horidan training at Blackhorsc, Tho
Sharidan M551 was issucd to oach roconnaissance troop on the basis of thras
per platoon, Consoquontly, ~ roconncissanc> platoon now consists of 6 LliV's
and 3 Shoridans, The training program consistsd primarily of familiariza-
tion with th- waapons systom and th: vehielo itsclf,

In o~rly Fabruary oloments of tho Squadron bzgan moving from Dlackhorse to
the 3izn Hoa arca to scrvo as RRF for th: anticipatod 1969 Tet Offonsive,
On 10 Fsbruary, 3/1/11 ACR was placed OPCON to BHTAC. Four days latar, .
A/1/11 iCR was placed OPCOY to BHTAC and givan tho samo mission as B Troop.
On 15 ¥ebruary, TF Privette was formed under the command of the Squadron
Sxccutiva Officer to control A and 3 Troops.

On 23 February, 4/1/11 iCR mads contact with =lements of tho 3/274th VC
Regiment at YTO84048, B/1/11 iCR, ACT/11 4CR, and one comprny of 1/2 Inf
wora doployad to reinforce, 4fter tha battls, 1st Squadron units wors
crodited with 88 VC KIi, 6 VC Pif and 1 US WIA, Zncmy =quipmont capturad
in this action consisted of: 16 107mm rocksts; 1 .51 cal A/A MGy 2 RPG-2
launchors; 3 RPG~7 launchors; 2 LilG's; 21 iK-47%s; 2 60mm mortars; 188
82mm mortar rounds; 24 40mm mortar roundis; and 30,000 iK-47 rounds,

On 25 February, 2/4/1/11 iCR, OPCON 1/2 Inf in a2 joint U3-Thai operation,

raceivod B-40 and small arms firoc at YT114052, resulting in 5 US WIa and 1
Sheridan combat lossad,

—

W
r

N .. 1 - .-m’l—m“
e
ALA IS

PP DECLABERED,

Y P
N,

oo



e . R
Reproduced at the National Archives

On 26 February, oelomonts of IF Privetto participatod in two soparato
actions., 3/B/1/11 iCR was conducting a swasp along tho o st borm of Bien
Hoa Army Base whon it came undor fire from 2 small village loeatad 2ot
YT028127, Thoe platoon was placad OPCCi to tho 5th ARV. Division and par-
ticipatsd in » cordon around the village, The village was occupied by
dLomonts of the 3/275th VC Regimont and tho D2 Sappor Sattalien., aftor
unsuecassful offorts to porsuzds tho onemy to surrendor, the GVN forcus
called in air strikos and helicoptor gunships., Th: villagoe wes dostroyod
by 2ir powor and tank mnrin guns. At tho samo timo this action was taking
pl-co 1/B/1/11 ACR was sot up in 1 blockinz wosition at 7T0O45131, whilo tho
2nd ARVN Mardinos woro oporating in Ho Jai villago. action at both locations
lastsd from 0700 to 1930, Thoe rosults of thoso actions wors 170 VC KIA and
7?7 VC PW, Of thoso, olomonts of the 1st Squadron worc croditod with 14 VO KIa,

On 6 March, 1/11 ACR(-) movod to FS3 Holiday Inn to conduct operations in iv
SADDL7. During tho poriod 6-17 liarch, tho 3quadron had negative contact with
the enomy, On 17 ifarch, 1/11 .C7 recoived ordors to move to the iich:lin
Rubbor Plantation to participatc in Oporation ..tlas Wedgo,

Oporation Atlas Wodge was 1 threo division (1st Inf, 1st .av, and 25th Inf)
oporation concoivad to dostry a strong onomy buildup in the vicinity of the
Michelin “ubboer Plontation. Ooploying on the 17th, the 3quadron spent the
night along QL 13, just north of Thundor I, On 18 larch, tho mancuver
olemonts of the Squadron, 3/1/11, C/1/11, and 0/1/11 .CR, movad west from
"L 13 along the “Groat Swath®, a large Rome plowcut leading from QL 13 just
south of Thunder II to the Iiiichelin, Also on 18 .arch, the 5quadron Ci and
dow/1/11 AC moved into FS3 Thunder II (X7783557) to provide command and
control and fire support.

Contact was first established at 1815%0 Harch at YT5887308 by D/1/11 and
B/1/11 ACR., These elements received 3A and R'3 Tire from the north. The
Squadron deployod to attack in a wedge formation with ©/1/11 in the lsad,
871/11 on the left flank, and C/1/11 on the right flank. ‘Jhen the enenmy
force retreated, thev left behind 21 HVA K1A and assort:d documonts and
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explosives, Frioendly losses were 1 US XIa and 3 U2 WIL,

On 21 "arch, the 3quadron reccived CPC0.0 of H/2/11 :li(-) and moved toward
Objeetive Ford (ZT3757)., On 22 arch, 2/1/11 il ostablished contact with
an unknown sizod cnomy force at {76062 and killod 8 XVA with 4 U3 WIA, Lato
on the 22nd, the 3‘quadron reachad Objective “ox (XT623547). On 23 ifarch,
£/1/11 ACR bocame OF-ON to ACT/11 ACR and sstablishad lizht contact with the
snemy, On 24 March, thc maneuver eloments of the ’'quadron movad back to
the "Great Swath” and Operation .tlas ‘Jedge cwmz to a c¢losc,

On 25 farch, tho 1st Squ~dron movoed into tho iron Irianglo to participate
in Operation Omoga. Tho manocuvor clements assignad to the Squadron for the
oporation ware B, C, and Df1/11:0%, H/2/11 1.&, D/2-28 Inf, and a RAiverine
Assault Group (RA3), The Squadron P moved into Lai Xhe Basc Jamp and
How/3/11 ilR moved into 732 Huertgen (XT694321) to provide fire support.

On 26 MYarch, the Squadron roccived OPCON of tho 2nd 3n, 9th Regt, Sth ARVN
Inf Division., The morning was spont chocking out tunnel and bunker complexcs
in the vieinity of XT721246, The RAG force ostablishod contnct and ACT
supportad, Fiftoen VC wore killed,
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On the morning of 27 larch, Opor-tion Omoga torminatod and 1st 3Squadron was
orderod to rotum to F33 Holid.y Inn. The RAJ forco, 2/9/5 ARV, 3/2-28,
D/2-28, and H/2/11 ATk wero dotachod from the 1st 3quadron. The Squadron
worked A0 SA™DLE out of FS3 Holiday Inn until 12 :pril.

On 12 'pril, the 3quadron moved to the vieinity of Dau Tiong and bogan the
first phase of Opcration lMontana Raidor., The Jsyuadron roceived OPCON of
C/1-8 Cav, Also on 12 fpril, tho 3quadron Commandor was medically ovacuatad
and the 3quadron Ixocutive Officor, l1AJ Privette, took command of the
“quadron,

On 13 April, the units wers organigod into mancuver toams consisting of one
tank platoon, two recon platoons, and anc infantry platoon., Toam A?l/ll 4CR
was attachod to tho ACT to roinforeo theo Aero Rifls Platoon in contact at
X458R%5%, Tho rosults of tho contact werc 2 ..VA XI4, 22 Us KIA and 22 U3 WIA.
Toam A was returned to Squadron control shortly aftor the contact termin-
atod, On 14 April, Team C bocame OPCO.J to 1-8 Cav and the following day

Team A also bocamec OPCO. to 1-8 Cav,

On 17 April, Major John C. Dzhnson assumed command of the Squadron. The
Squadron assumed control of Teams A and C, At 1600, the iquadron CP
olements assaulted an onemy position at AT438583., G/2/11 ACR was placed
O0PCOl to 1st Squadron and reinforced, The results of the action werc 20 WVA
KIA and 6 NVA PW,

Tho three maneuver toams of the Squadron moved north on parallel axis toward
FSE White (XT43537627) on 18 April, Team 3 mads contact at XT430597, Te~n 4,
moving to reinforce Team 3, mado contact 2 short distanco from that location.
The contact continucd all day as both teams moved through the area cloaring
bunkors and oliminating pockaets of cnemy resistance, Results of the day’s
contact were 78 VC KIA and large mounts of cnemy equipment destroyed,
Friendly losses were 7 U3 “IA and 30 WIA, On 20 April, all slemoants closaed
on the “quadron NIP just outside Dau Ti=zng for o two-day stand down that
brought an and to Phase I of Operation lontana fzider,

On ths morning of 22 ipril, thc 3quadron doparted Dau Ticng anrouto to an Loc
and tho second phase of Operation lontana Raider bsgzan. D/1/11 ilR was
placod OPCOY to 3/11 ACR and the Squadron reccived OPZON of 1/3/11 4CR, On
the morning of 24 4pril, the 3quadron moved wost from .in Loc to Fis Jamie,
Upon roaching Jamie on 25 April, manocuver eloments wore formed similar to
those used in Phase I, Team Minnie was formod from tho cormand group of
3/2-7 Zav, OPCON to 1/11 ACR, 3/3/1/11 ACR, and the HI IiV's., On 27 ipril,
Toam B found 1 base c¢~mp and captured a large amount of cnemy oquipment, On
the same day Team A found a bunker complex and pickad up large amounts of
cnemy equipmant and explosivaes, On 30 April, Team Iiinnio was lead into a
bunker complex by an :iCT pink toam and oncountersd an ontronchod onomy foreo,
Artillery =nd ARA supported and D/2-7 Cav movad to roinforee, Tha rosults
of the contact wore 8 NVA KIA, 1 US XI4&, and 4 US JIi, On May 2nd, the
3quadron moved to gates of Quan Loi and ended Phasc II of Operation Montana
Raider,
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On 7 April, 1st Squadron departed Quan Loi to begin the third phase of Oper-
ation Montan Raider., The Squadron received OPCON of A/2-7 Cav aend How/3/11 ACR
was replaced by How/1/11 ACR in the task organization, The Squedron CF and
How/1/11 ACR established FSB Greene at XT642790, Team B went OPCON to 5-7

Car, The remaining maneuver elements of the Squadron conducted reconnaissence
in A0 ILemce with emphasis on the eastern edges of the Saigon River, Several
base areas were discovered but no contact was made with enemy forces., Con-
tacts during the remeinder of the operation were light end scattered. Om 14
May, the Squadron moved to Bien Hoa, The period 14-22 Mgy w-8 spent in Biem
Hoa on maintenance operations and missions under the control of EHTAC,

On 23 May, the 18t Squadron moved into the BLACKHORSE TAOR, On 24 iky,

A Troop made contact and killed 14 NVA, elements of the 33rd VC lMain Force
Regiment, Several contacts during the end of May and esrly June resulted in
62 enemy KIA, On 10 June, the Squadron, mims B Troop, moved north to prrtici-
pate in the opening of the Song Be Road, The night of the 10th was spent at
FSB Jim (XT883393) and the next day they moved to FSB Remagen VIII, from

which it conducted roed security operations until 18 June,

The Squadron moved to FSB Bandit Hill (XT859368) on 18 June, and becsme OPCON
to the 3rd Brigade, 1st Inf Div, The initial mission wes to conduct ground
reconnaissance in the vieinity of Bandit Hill, On 19 June, the Squadron CP
was moved to FSB Thunder I, On this same dry, C/1/11 ACR was led into an enemy
base camp by an aerial observer and made contzet with o platoon sigzed enemy
force from the Dong Nai Regiment, The action resulted in 12 NVA KI4, 6 NVA

PW, 5 AK-47's captured, and a large number of documents collected,

On 30 June, the 1st Squadron executed n chonge of AO's with te 1/4 Cav. The
Squadron CP and How Battery moved to a central location in the new AO and
estoblished FSB Monica (XT707312), The Squadron orgrnized into mcneuver

teams consisting of one tonk pl-toon, two reconnaissance platoons, and one
infaontry pl-toon each, The teams deployed i-mediately upon entering the AC
and conducted o thorough se~rch of the northern portion of the "Iron Triongle".
The reconnaissance showed many signs of recent octivity, but no contact was
estcblished, lMoking heavy use of aerinl reconnaisssnce aireraft, the Squad-
ron continued to work the northern part of the "Iron Tri-ngle" with the

teams constontly checking out aerial sightings, This type of operation proved
very successful, From 2 to 9 July, 62 encmy were killed ~nd nn enemy hos-
pital complex was destroyed,

All of the moneuver terms of the Sousdron closed FSB Frieds on 10 July, amd
for the next two days all elements concentr-ted on m-inten~nce of vehicles,
Operations resumed on 13 July with 2l]l tenms departing Fried~ and working
generclly to the north,

On 28 July, the 1st Squadron reioined the 11th ACR in the Regiment:l 40
ground the An Ioc/Loc Minh area, The Squadron assumed the AO rround Loc
Ninh, The first two weeks of activity in the loec Ninh area were character-
ized by light, scattered contoct with smnll units of NVA, On 8 August, the
34th ARVN Ranger Battalion was airlifted into Loc Minh cirstrip, TF Vright
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vas formed consisting of 1/11 ACR and the 34th ARVN Rongers, A joint CP wes
established and joint operations with the R-ngers commenced immedi-tely. The
usual method of operation was one Ranger Compnny with each maneuver element
of the Squadron, However, on numerous occasions the Rangers conducted dis-
mounted operations on their own,

fn 12 August, the 209th NVA Regiment began an extensive attack in the loc Ninh
arec, The 18t Squadron NDP ot FSB Jon (XU732077) roceived 70 mixed mortar
rocket and RPG rounds in a series of attacks which terminnted at 0615, D/4/11
received light attacks by fire and minor ground probes at XU729087 during the
game time, 11 NVA were found around D Compony's position the next morning.

At first light the next day, the moneuver elements of the Squadron moved out
to find ond destroy the enemy elaments., No contact wns made in the e~stern
portion of the AO, however, A and C/1/11 ACR hnd running engngements in the
north western ond western protions of the AO which rosulted in 17 NVA KIA,

On 13 August, D/1/11 ACR and one company of the 3/th ARVN R-ngers engaged -~
comprny sigsed NVA force at XU693087, The action resulted in 30 NVA KIJ,

From lote August through 4 September, the level of enemy activity was con-
fined to indirect fire attacks and minor probes of RF/PF loc-tions in the

area.

On 5 September, C/1/11 ACR with one company of loc Minh CIDG made contcct with
elements of the K8 Bn, 209th NVA Regiment, iust to the northwest of lLoc Ninh,
12 NVA were killed in this action, TF Wright wos disolved on 6 September,
This same day, B/1/11 ACR engaged a NVA battalion in the vieinity of XU695090
while condicting a reconn-issance of the area, C and D/1/11 ACR and one com-
pany of CIDG reinforced, The battle roged for five hours and resulted in

74 NVA KIA and 5 NVA PW, Friendly cosuclties were 3 killed and 36 wounded,
fhere was no significant action for the remainder of September ond e-rly

Octobeer,

On 12 October, the 1st Squadron moved south ond began to work an AO southe-st
of Quon Loi, The Squadron CP was initi-1lly established at FSB Gywn (XT8278.7)
but was moved to FSB Iinda (XT823841) where it remcined until 25 November,
Operations in this area consisted of local ground reconnniss-nce missions in.
the Quan Loi rubber and its jungle fringes combined with a°concentrated pro-
gran of RF compeny training, The only contocts during the period were est-b-
lished on NAP's, The Squadron completed trcining of 7 RF companies in com-
bined armor/infantry tactics and air assault techniques,

On 25 November, the Squadron cssumed responsibility for an AO west on “n Ioc
and the mission of keeping LTL 246 open for a 3/11 iCR operation in eastern
Wor Zone C, A Squadron CP was establishcd at XT704892 where the HQ remrined
until 29 November, There was no contnct established with enemy forces during
this period, On 27 November, B/1/11 ACR was n~irlifted to Bu Dop by C-130

to become OPCON to the 3rd Brigode, 1st ACD,

On 29 November, 3/11 ACR operations in War Zone C termin-ted and the Sousdron
was released from the security mission of LTL 246, .[n LO wns assigned th-t
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encompassed the arca northwest of /in Loc ~nd the Souadron CP moved to XU710-
928, Extensive reconnaissance was conducted in the jungle north ond west of
the in Loc rubber plant-tion until 3 December, sgain, no contact wos estabe
dished with enemy forces,

fn 3 December, the Squadron moved north to assume responsibility for the lLoc
Minh A0, The Squadron CP was established nt FSB Marge, XU734063, where it
gtoyed for the remainder of the year. During this period Scundron operations
consisted of ground reconnaissones throughout the A0, The only signifiecnt
action during this period took place on 27 December, fction was initi~ted
vhen an Air Force FAC observed NVA in the open at XU690205, The .CT/11th ACR
engcged the enemy ond A and D/1/11 ACR rencted to the sighting clong with the
19%th Regionzl Force Company, The ground elecments failed to find the bulk
¢f the enemy force, In that cont-ct the results were 4 friendly KI., 1
friendly WIA, and 3 NVA KTA, A totol of 76 onemy were killed by air »nd
artillery fire, Other reconnaiss-nce in the 40 indicated light enenv tr~ffie
but turned up nothing specific.
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