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1. n~TRODUCTION: IV' . 1969, the 2nd Squadron, 11th Armored. 
Cavalry Regiment co~_~ serve its count~f in the Republic of 
Vietnam. During the yw > squadron contributed significantly to 
the upgrading of ARVI~/G'!. i01:'C0S by Dong Tien operations. Also, the 
squadron !lssisted in crushing the enemy Spring and Fall offensives in 
the An Loc/Loc Ninh area and sll(;cessfu11y conducted a deliberate road 
opening of :Ll!./-A from Loc Ninh to Bu Dop. Each of these missions proved 
extremely successful in hamper~~g the operations of the Viet Cong and 
North Vietnamese Army forces in III Corps area of Vietnam. During the 
~r the sqt·-.dron conducted th3 following operations: Cowpens (previous 
year to 8 March) r Roughrider(9 :1arch to 13 April); i!ontana Raider 
(13 April to 1) Thy); Toan Th:.mg Phase III (16 ~'I!.y to 26 YJ.3.y); Toan 
Th!lng Ph9.se lIIA(26 Z'.·:lY to 8 June); Short Stop(9 June to 23 June); 
Kentucky Cougar(23 June to 7 September); Toan Th~g Phase III (8 Sep­
tember to 10 October); Kentuck] Coug'1r (10 October to 4 December); 
Long RO!lch n (4 December to 2 SJ • 

2. ~!OOTHLY ACTIVITIES: 

/l.. Janu'lry: The 2nd 3ClH:ldron continued Operation Cowpens from 
1968. During the month th? Squadron conducted the following missions: 
pscific~tion of the vi11:lge of T~n Binh; security of land c1e:lring 
oper~tions ~.d prevention of i~fi1tr3tion by conducting reconnaissance 
oper'l.tions 9.1'11 IiAP ~s in the 2;'1U Gillo province1 Host not3.b1e operation 
of the month W:lS :In Gxtonsivo seal of T'll1 Binh village. The se:l1 W:lS 

c~rriod out from 10 J'ill b 2 ~ J'll1 :lnd included extensive particip~tion 
of GVN :lgencios to include -;; 3 Inf~l1trycmVN), locd village chief, 
popuhr forces, :l-J1l ::ii:d:, d:..;:;-crict forces, md N'1tion!ll P.:>lice. The 
3ffcct of the 533.1 "13.5 :::. oreakdown of anemy resistance in Tan Sinh. 
H:lny members of the 'Ie infl"'1structure 9.nd il1eg3.l residents rallied to 
the Americ:ln 'lnd GV~'J forces. 

b. Febru'1ry: S~lring this .::J3riod tha Squ:ldr~n continued the mis­
sions of Oper'ltion CO.1pans. i3ec~llse of enemy :lctivity !1round the 
village of Phuoc HO:l r :l se~l w~s conducted from 8 Feb to 14 Feb. The 
4/8 Inf:lntry(A.t.li.I}r)<tnd 10C:1J. ',':;';'::,n3.mesa :luthorities p~rticipated in the 
se'll. Intorrog~tion of detain j _1 determined that there W:lS no signif­
icant VC infr'lstructure within ?huoc Roa. By the end of February, the 
Song Be bridge defensive for:'L'ic1tions were completed which permitted 
a signific'lnt reduction of ~·...:.,.;ric::J.n forces for security. This .9.110wed 
the Squadron to inprove ~nti-~::1fi1tr:ltion oper'ltions by the employment 
of more lIAP's l.nd inC.!,,()~33d r ;'):>nn~issmcc oper:l.tions in the AO. 

c. r-hrch: On 7 fhrch Opcr'1tion Cowpens terminated. During the 
oper").tion there h3.d been 28 sigr:.j.ficant cont:'lcts. Oper::tion Rough­
rider commenced on 7 i{~rch with ~he movement of the Squadron to B13ck­
horse B'lse C'\r.!p. The Squ1.dron mission of B:3.sa C'lmp security supple­
mented when tha Squ~dron(-) W?S p1'lced OPCON to illlTAC and moved to the 
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vicinity of Bien Ho~ 
vide Re1dy Ro~ction 
security for land cle~ 
Squadron h9d no signific ,.n"t 
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J Base. The mission at BHTAC was to pro­
: the Bien Ho~/Long 3inh complex ~nd 

)~r'ltions in th'lt1roa. During M:1rch the 
eont'lcts with enemy forces. 

d. April: Oper!!tion B.oughrider tennin!lted on 13 April 'lnd Oper­
:ttion Monb.n'l R3.ider cOlT.l!r.encoo.. On 18 April, LTC James H. Aarestad 
assumed COIm!19.lld of the Squ~dl'on from LTC Lee E. Duke. The unit con­
ducted areq reconn'lissance missions six kilometers northeast of Nui 
B'l Den ~nd fif'::'een kilometers northwest of the Michelin Rubber Pb.nt­
ation. During this oper~tion. due to he~vy jungle and numerous stre~~ 
? combined 1rms team W'lS used. The te~m consisted of a t'lnk pl~toon, 
reconn~iss~nce pl~toon, inf'lnt~ pl'ltoon and an AVLB or Zippo, if 
pr'lctic11. The Squndron found numerous b~se camps, bunkers and caches 
during the month. 

e. fuy: During tho first 13 d'lYs of ~1.ay, the 2nd Squ!l.dron con­
tinued Oper!l.tion Hontgna Raidu:!', Operation TO.:ln Th:mg Ph.:l.se III 
cor.nnenced on 13 thy. The Squ ~,dr(m h'ld the mission of conducting COr.l­
bined reconnaiss9.llce operation3 in conjunction with eleMents of the 
18th Inf'lntry Division(AR~~), Region'll lorces, and Popular Forces. 
Also, night ro3.d security o~Jarations were conducted between Bl.:lckhorse 
B'lse C'lmp :md XU'ln Loc. TL) oper!l.tion b.sted ten d~s with negligible 
results. However, progress was made in the improved efficiency of 
ARVN and US combined oper'l tions • On 26 May Operation To.:ln Thang Phaso 
IlIA commenced with the S::fu~dron moving to the An Loc/:::t.utln Loi area 
3nd OPCON to the 1st Infantry Division. This move W'lS in response to 
the r.lovement of four r3ginents from the 1st and 7th NVA Divisions into 
the .4n Loc/Qu1n Loi 'lr3!l.. R3conn'lissance in the ~rea north a.nd west 
of An Loc failed to turn u~:: ::myt'b5ng significant in 11ay. 

f. June: During th8 first 8 days of June TOJ.n Th.:l.ng Ph.lse IIIA 
continued. Reconnaiss'lnce bised on the current intelligence resulted 
in he'lvy-Cont~ct from 3 to 7 June. C~su11ties taken by the 101st Regi­
ment, 1st NVA Division 'lnd'~he 165 th Regiment, 7th £iVA Division were 
high. The Squ'.ldron 'lccountXl. for 175 KIA and 13 NVA P\i 9s. On 9 June 
Opor~tion Shortstop comr~encod with !l. two-fold mission. Through 13 
June tho mission w~s to oonduc.'.:, :lre.'l reconn9.iss9Jlco :md ost'lblish Nil.F. 
OffensivQ op::r,.tions wero t:lr~: ; ted !l.g:1inst the 7th NVA Division and 
10c:11 force units. On 14 Jun,:: .:n '1dditioml mission of conducting 
convoy security of tho log CCl',ll'.:)y from the 57 &st to t<]ast grid line 
to Q\l'ln Loi '1nd return d:dly w:::.s roceived. !,ttaoks by tho onemy woro 
limited to sIltlll ground probes and attacks by fire in the A.n Loc ~rea. 
On 23 June Shortstop t()rr:imted J.nd Opel:'3.tion Kentuoky Coug.:lr commenced. 
The mission '(J~S to conduct c::mbinod opor1tions with elements of tho 
9th Infantry Ragimon t (; ... 1(1,/':'; ) in t'b.o :ireD. of An Loo !l.nd Loo N inh. 

g. July: On 28 Jum~ the 2nd Sc:.~!ldron moved to tho Loc Ninh District. 
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The mission was to C' .abinod US and ,;'tRVN Op3rs tions, support 
the p~cific~tion afforJ, ~ct reconn~iss~ce in the ~O, and be &~ 
to villages within the Loe Jinh ~rea. The Squ::tdron conducted combined. 
oper~tions with elements of thE> 9th Inf:mtry Rsgiment(.ARVN). For 
gre9.ter coordin9.tion ~ joint 'l'9.ctic'll Oper~tions Center waS employod. 
This f'lcilit~ted the coordination of combat personnel, fire, and sup­
porting fires. 'Tho joint TOC improvoo. the efficiency of the combined. 
operstion. Also, in July ~ vor,y succossfUl p9.cific~tion program W:lS 
conductod.. 'The Squ9.dron cC):.ducted 21 l1odC1PS tre3.ting ~ total of 
1427 of the local popu11ce, ~d aided ~nd assisted. in the construction 
of four compounds for the Regional/popular Forces to increase tho 
security me:1sures in tho Distric.t. In :1ddition, NAP's were pb.cod 
!lround the 10c3.1 vill9.ges. 1ssisting tho 10c3.1 popul'ice in erecting 
b~rriers ~nd providing security for the villages ::tt night nssistod in 
3ccomplishing the mission at h~nd. Except for sporadic contact the 
enemy 9.voidod ang~gements. 

h. August: On 27 July, the S(,~'Ja.dron moved from Loc Ninh to An Loc. 
The mission was to conduct comoined operations with the 9th Infantry 
Regiment(ARVN) to the west of .c\n Loc for the purpose of locating and 
destroying NVA/VC forces believed moving into the area for an attack 
on An Loc, continuing the pacification effort, and securing the log 
convoy on QL13 in the AO. On 12 August, Troop E and H Company came in 
heavy contact with a batt~lion size element from the 271st NVA Rag in 
the rubber southwest of An Loc ~ Simul tam~ously, Troop F, escorting a 
log convoy on QT.1], li1S ambush 3d from both sides of the roa.d at coor­
dinstes X'!?6.5 740 with RPG, s:rru..ll ~rms and mortar fire by an eloment of 
the 101st Regiment. For tho day, casultios taken by 101st and 271st 
NVA Regiments were heavy (200NVA KIA). U.S. losses were 9 KIA. 

i. September: During tho first six days of September, the Squadron 
continued its combined ope:!"ations. On.5 September 1969, LTC Grail L. 
Brookshire 'lssumed. command of the Squadron from LTC Jat'les H. Aarestad. 
On 7 September the 2nd Sq~~dron m~rched to its new base Camp, Di An, 
and became CPCON to the 2nd Brigade, 1st Info.ntry Division. The mis­
sion W'!1S three-fold: (1) Conduct eight days of new equipment tr:lining 
an the M5 51 Sherid!ln with eOoch Armorad Cavulry troop. (2) Prepare 
for !lnd pass the Comml.nd :::aintenance Management InspectionJ (3) Con­
duct reconnaissance and o.mbush p!ltrols around Di An. Each mission 
was successfully car:riec! out. 'The month ended with the Squadron still 
:1t Di An. 

j. October: On 10 October the 2nd Squadron completed. the Sheridsn 
tnining :l.nd conducted !l. ro~d m~rch from Di An Ba.se Camp to Loc Ninh 
district to ~ssume responsibilJty for the security of the district 
capit~l of Loc Ninh. Besides ~he security mission the Squadron wa.s to 
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locate 'lnd interdict Htration routes from &.se Area ) 50 , 
gain contact with s.nd ,VA/VC forces in the AO, and conduct 
f,tJng Tien operations. '. .:.j the month, enemy activity was light. In 
Dong Tien oper~tions, the Squ~dron conducted joint rcAPS with RF/PF 
medical personnel in the L:)o Hinh district. Twenty-four rCAPS were 
conducted tresting 16)4 of the local populace. Also, Troops E and 
G conducted combined milit!l.ry oper!ltions with the RF/PF/CIDG in the 
District. 

k. November: During this month, the 2nd Squadron continued its mis­
sions in the Loo Nin."'I AO. Due to increased pressure in the Bo Duc 
:lre!. by the 7th NVA Division the Squ:ldron was given the mission of air­
lifting Troop F to Bo Duo/Bu Do:;? On 9 November the troop was airlifted 
by C1)O aircraft from Loc Ninh to the airstrip at Bu Do:;? From thore 
Dong Tien operjtions were conduoted with the CIDG and ARVN forces. In 
conjunotion with the airlift of Troop F, the 2nd Squadron conducted an 
armored csvalry demonstration fl~m Loc Ninh to Bu Dop and setup a fire 
support b~se at the half-w~y point. This demonstr~tion relieved the 
pressure on 3rd Brigsde, ~st Air Cavalry Division troops in oontaot at 
Bu Dop/Eo Duo. Along with the joint rCAPS and combined operations jn 
the Loo Ninh lre9., the Squadron initiated another Dang fiElD. operation. 
As the Popular Self Defense Foroe received new woapons, they needed to 
be taught how to use them. The Squ!ldron conducted M-16 marks~~nship 
tnining J.lld mine deteotion tr3.~'1ing with the Popular Forces. The 
significant enemy activity W'lS their laying of mines. The Squadron en­
countered a tot~l of 8 5 mine~ • Sixty-six mines were destroyed or ev.:tc­
Ulted by the Squ'lcr:)n for '1 parcent'lge found of 77.7. 

1. De(;l')mber: On 4 December, the 2nd Squadron initiated oper:l.tion 
Long Reach • The mission w~s to conduct a deliberate road opening 
of QL1~A from Loo Minh to Bu Dop !lnd destroy any NVA/VC forces enroute. 
QL14A had not been o,en since January 1968. For the operation the 
squ'1dron h'ld under its comrr..:md a bsk organiZation of the following: 

Trp HQ B 1/12 Rifle Co 
~p E D 1/12 Rifle Co 
Trp S 919 (-) Engr Co 
Co :1 984 Land Clearing Co 
How Iltr.;r 

Light enomy resist~noe W:l.S 3noountered during the cutting with mining 
inoidents the II'.!lin probleIl!, ~'orty-six mines were encountered. The 
oper'ltion W'lS completed on Christmo.s D!.y with 2265 aores of jungle cut. 
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