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1. INTROOOCTICfiz From 1 January to 11 April 1969, the 3rd Squadron con­
ducted Opera.tion Toan Thang II, and than began Operation Toan Th31lg III. In 

. addition to each major operation, we often conducted two to six day special 
operations. The special operAtions took pl'lce primarily in Binh Duong Prov­
moe, fifty kUoaeters north of S3.igon. From J!lnuAry through H3.rch the 
Squadron nol'lUlly oper9.ted with one or two US or Aa.1VN inf31ltry comp~ies 
att~ched. The mis8ion of the Squ~dron t~sk force during t~is period w~s to 
prevent intiltro.tlon toward Saigon. 

From 12 April to 7 June, the 3rd Squ~dron w:'.s OPCON to tha 1st us Infmtry 
Division for operations in the Ban C~t/Chon Thanh :ira!!.. A comb in 3d o.rms 
t~sk force ns used extensively during this time to counter the const-l.nt 
enemy pressure. 

On 8 June, the )rd Squ~dron re-joinoci tho 11th Amored C~v:l.lry Regimont 
in ~ movoment to centr!ll Binh Long Province for opor~tion Shortstop. This 
oper~tion W3S followed on 22 June by Opor~tion Kontucky Coug~r which is 
still in progress in Binh Long Provinco. Its mission is supporting tho 
p~cific!ltion progr!lm, improving tho offoctivon0ss of us ll11d ARVH forc')s, 
~d conducting oporo.tions 3g!linst on()!!lY forc0'8. 

2, CPERATlOOS: During tho poriod 1 thru 15 J!lnuo.ry, tho 3rd Squ!ldron con­
ductod roconn!lissmce oporo.tions in tho 31'0'1 ~round Bl~ckhorso B!lsO C~1P. 
On 16 J'llnary, th3 Squ'1dron moved O!lst of L'1i Kho tQ opor'1to ilong tho 
bound'lry bot'Poon Binh Duong l.nd Bien Ho~ Provinces. From 16 to 23 J:muary, 
tho Squ",dron "3S in direct support of tho 18th ARVl~ Division, .:md from 24 
J'UlU~ry to 26 Febru!lry, conducted joint opor'1tions with tho 5th .Ai1VN 
Division. Nom~lly, onJ !ll'morad c3v-:llry troop w~s dot'lchod, !lnd two inf'mtry 
comp'mi'3s from tho 1/18 Infmtl"./t 1/28 Inf!lntry, or 4/8 k1VN Inf~ntry woro 
,.tt,.choo. so th-:-t tha Squ'ldron opor!ltod ~s !l cOiUbinod ~rms task forco. Op0l'­

!ltions from 16 Jxnu~ry to 26 Fabru~ry woro conductod in o~st contral !lnd 
northorn Binh Duong Provinco to prov;mt ::-moray infiltrntion to Saigon. St~y­
behind ambushes wars used extensivoly in t~es0 opcrntions ~d cont~ct W3S 
m"tdo ::Lpproxim..!l.taly overy throe d:lYS with two to four-man 0norGY Jlcm~mts. 

From 18 Fobru:l.ry to 24 Fobru'1ry, the Jrd Squ!ldron W:l.S diverted from opor~­
tion TO'ln Thtmg II to p:lrticipa.to in Opor'ltion Vuontino, which took pb.co 
between High","y 1 :mel tha e:lstorn :A1.gG of Binh Duong Provinc·:'). For this 
opor'ltion tho q.th B!.ttuion, 8t~ A,.-qVI,; Inf~ntry vas OPCO~'; to the JrdSqu~d­
ron. This comb in 00. t~sk force c1pturoel 41 pal, h.'ld 10 VC/IWA KIA, £Uld 
recoived 2 Hoi Ch~. 

Ph'lsO III 01 Opar!ltion Toon Th~n;; st1.rtod on 25 F'lbru:'lry !lnd was conducted 
in O'lst cantM,1 'lnd north~ Binh Du.:mg Provinco. This oper:ltion W:iS con­
ducted jointly with the 5th ARVN ~ivision wd l'lstod until 11 April. During 
this operation cont'1ct W'lS l1l:ldo ne"lrly ovoryd3Y with 2-6 DUUl oloLlonts, 1'0-
suIting in 'l tot'1l of 140 vc/~rvA KIA. The largest contact W::LS on 4 }Io.rch, 
whon L Tr00l!t~!M Compony, !lnd C Comp:l.DY 2/18 Inf".Ultry (:ltt!lchoo. to 3rd Squ!ld­
ron) r3inforcoo tho Rogimont's Aoro Rillo Pb.toon in heavy jungle n:)J.r 
Phu",c Ho'1. Tho b.To hour cont~ct r'Jsultod in 23 VC KIA ond 7 U3 WIA. In 
".Ul offort to provant thQ mining of Higliw~y 16 du.J:'~g this opcr;ltion. 'l sorios 
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ot towors worQ constructed along tho routJ. Tho towors providod continuous 
night time ob.orv~tion ot tho highway in tho S'lu1dron's !U"Oa at oporation. 

1ho Squ'1dron In. divortod to northwpstom Binh Duong Provinco for Oporation 
Atl'!. t4'odco on 11 :.brch. Tho oporntion bogan in tho l'ilch3ltn Rubbor Pl3Jl­
t!1tion ::and h02VY Gnonty l"osist.!lJlcO wu oncountorod on tho tirst d1Y. On 19 '''".! 
~ 20 March, fUrthor cont3cts took placo, rosulting in tot~l on~ casualtieS 
tor tho 4-cby poriod ot 13.5 KIA 3nd 6 PCW,witb 2 US KHA 3nd YI WHA. In . 
addition, extonsivo onomy stor08 woro c~pturod.· 

On 11 April, Opor'-tion Mont.:m!l. R'l.idor bog.m for thQ othor two Squ:.drons of 
tho Rogim3llt. During this oper!l.tion md until 7 Juno, tho 3rd 3qu:ldron WIlS 

dotachod from the 11th ACR ond was OPCOO to tho 3rd Brigado, 1st US Inf.::mtry 
Division. Tho Squ:::t.dron operatod from Jon Cat to Chon Th~, gonornlly 25-40 
milos north of Ssigon. Cross attaChmont at company and troop 10v31 was 
CODon, 3I'ld tho 3rd Squ:::t.dron oporatod as '1 combinoo. a.rms t.:Isk forco. NO:l.rly 
evarcby 3. cont'1ct wa.s mad3 with 2-4 nun VC/NVA cloments. Tho task forco, 
including I'ltta.chod units, had !l. body count of 90 onomy soldiors for tho two 
month opera.tion. Tho 1st Inf~tr,y Division diverted tho 3rd Squ~dron to the 
3.rGS of tho M:1.ch.::lin Rubbor Plont'ltion for Oporation Ihdison Thrust, which 
took plnce trom 10-16 Hay. The combat units undor Squlldron control for this 
opera.tion vora K Troop, D COlilpmy 11th ACR, :l.i.d C/2/28 Infa.ntry, mtlking 
Ope~tion ~~dison Thrust the only time during the yoar when the 3rd Squadron 
eontrollod 0. t"sk force consisting of only ono orgonic combnt unit. During 
the 6-dsy op~ration tho t"sk forca Ilccountod for 13 KIA 'lnd 2 Pa-I. Upon 
completion of this operation, th~ Squ'ldron rogained control of I Troop. 

On 8 Juno. tho Squ'ldron moved to centr!ll Binh Long Provincu as P:lrt of Oper­
ation Shoitstop. A m3jor conta.ct with tho 101D NVA Rogimant took placo 
southwest of An Loc on 18, 19, and 20 Junu when !In!lircr!l.ft ,;as shot down 
rotd K Troop reacted to SGoure the ship. All Squ'ldron combllt 81om~Jnts be­
C'lmo involvoo by 19 Junv, in :lddition to H Company 11 ACR, which W:lS thqn 
(FCW to tha Jrd Squ:ldron. Cont'1ct was fin 'lIly broken on 20 June with ?~, 
NVA KIA. In!1 sGp:lr:-.to cont:lct on 17 ,~nd 18 June, I Troop kUloo 13 tWA' 
five milos north of tho '1r01 of cont'lct. 

From 28 July to 6 Septombor, the Squ~dron w~s rQloc~tod to contr'll Long 
Kh'lnh Provinco ~d v~s pl'lc ... d (FeClI to the 199th Light Inf~ntry Brig1do. 
During this period the Squ~dron rocoivod tho M551 Shcrid~ vohiclos 3Jld con­
ducted tr~inin~ on this now aquipmcmt. Upon completion of tho tr:l.ining, 
tho S1U'1dron rejoinod the 11th Armored Cav'llry 3.egiment to p3rticip'lto in 
Opor~tiot\ Kentucky Coug,,_r. During this s:una poried, tho 4.2" mort'lr sections 
"'&1"0 fomed into !1 provisionil mort",r b"ttary, which is now oporating as a 
separ'lto elomant within the 3rd Squ~dron. 

With the exception of two ene~ cont:lcts in Binh Long Provinco in 3aptember, 
no unit under 3rd Squad~n' control h::!.s boon involved in 0. ~jor comb'lt 
'letion from 22 June untU Pecember. On 7 Septomber, in the S'-ll10 gonoral 
o.re3. 'lS tho 18-20 June cbntaot, M Comp~ and I Troop ong'lgod '1 NVA b'ltt'llion 
hO'1dqu:lrters element that resulted in 98 N;VA KIA ~ 1 P(ll with 3 US KHA. 
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Dur~'.~rly October tho Squ~dron rocoivod ~ warning ordor on Operation 
Texa~~v81~r, which v~s ~ relocltion mission to oonduct reoonn~SS3nC8 
opGJ'3.t10ns1n eo.atom Wa.r Zono C. On 24 Novembor, tho ordor WdS executed 
and the'Squ$'lron, with D Comp~ny 2/7 C!.v (<PCtE), movoo to W:u' Zone C. Ibe 
opention tOl'llin3tad on 28 Novembor by ardor of tha 1st C~nlry Division's 
GOnel"41. the coat of tho oPQ~tion .·"a rol!ltivoly' high. Tho cO~11I!W1d post 
W'l.' st'b.ckad on tho momins of 26 11ovambor ,~ tri311dly lassos in porsonnal 
end aqu1pmont WON l~rgq. Tho 0p0r,.tion, howowr, rasultod in tho roloc!lt1on 
ot mtljor NY! units. Tho Squadron c01'ltinuoo opor~t1ng in its draa. of Binh 
Long Provinoe, ~d on 20 D~CDbor tho :1ro4 lisa oxtondod to covor a~storn \'hr 
Zona C. For tho NlIUlindor of tho YOD.r only spoMdic anomy cont~ct wn.s !Il1ldo 
during racona 4Ild night APt s. 

Throughout Opor~tion Kentucky Coug3.r tha 3rd Squldron worked extensivoly 
with AL1VN Forces in the An Loc u'all. IntonsivG tr~ining progre.ms wore put 
tnt:> effect to tr:lin "m rotr~in US !Uld .ARVN forces during this poriod of 
light an~ activity. 
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