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1, INTRODUCTION: From 1 January to 11 April 1969, the 3rd Squadron con-
ducted Operation Toan Thang II, and then began Operation Toan Thang III, In

"addition to each major operation, we often conducted two to six day special

operations, The speclal operations took plice primarily in Binh Duong Prov-

“ince, fifty kilometers north of Saigon. From January through March the

Squadron normally operated with one or two US or ARW infantry companies
attached, The mission of the Squadron task foree during this psriod w-s to
provent Infiltration toward Saigon,

From 12 April to 7 June, the 3rd Squadron w-:s OPCON to tho 1st US Infantry
Division for operations in the Ben Cat/Chon Thanh area, A combinaed arms
task force was used extonsively during this timo to counter ths constant

enemy pressura,

On 8 dJune, the 3rd 3quadron ro-joined tho 11th Armored Cavalry Rogimont
in a1 movoment to central Binh Long Province for oporation Shortstop. This
operation was followad on 22 June by Oporation Kontucky Cougar which is
still in progress in Binh Long Province, Its mission is supporting tho
pacification program, improving tho offoctivoness of US and ARVHl forecos,
and conducting oporations against cnamy forcos.

2, (PERATIONS: During tho poriod 1 thru 15 Jamuary, tho 3rd Squadron con-
ductod roconnalssance oporations in tho aroa around Blackhorso Basu Canmp,

On 16 Jamuary, tha Squadron moved oast of Lai Kho to oporats along the
boundary botwosn Binh Duong and Bien Hoa Provinecs, From 15 to 23 January,
the Squadron was in diroct support of the 18th ARVN Division, and from 24
Jauary to 26 February, conducted joint oporations with tho 5th ARWN
Division, Nommally, on3 armored cavalry troop was dotachod, and two infantry
companiss from tho 1/18 Infantry, 1/28 Infantry, or 4/8 A2VN Infantry worc
attachad so th~t the Squadron oporatod as a combined arms task forcoc, Opor-
ations from 16 January to 26 Fabruary worc conducted in ocast contral and
northorn Binh Duong Province to provont oneny infiltration to 3aigon. Stay-
bohind ambushos wars used oxtensivoly in theso operations and contact was
mado approximately ovory throe days with two to four-man onowy slemonts,

From 18 February to 24 February, the 3rd Squadron was divertzd from opera-

- tion Toan Thang II to participato in Operation Valontino, which took placo

betweon Highway 1 and tho eastorn »>dge of Binh Duong Provincoa. For this
operation the %th Battalion, 8th ARVE Infantry was PCOs to the 3rd Squad-
ron, This combinad task forco captured 41 POJ, had 10 VC/HVA KIA, and
recoived 2 Hoi Chanh,

Phasc III of Opsration Toan Thanz startod on 25 Fabruary and was conducted

in oast centr:l and northam Binh Duong Province. This oporation was con-
ducted jointly with the 5th ARVN Rivision and lastod until 11 April., During
this operation contact was made ncarly ovoryday with 2-6 man clomonts, ro-
sulting in a1 total of 140 VC/NVA KIA. The larzost contact was on 4 March,
whon L Troopy: M Company, and C Company 2/18 Infantry (attachad to 3rd Squad-
ron) roinfordéd the Rogimont®s Acro Riflo Platoon in heavy junglc noar

Phune Hoa, Tho two hour contact rosultod in 23 VC KIA and 7 U3 WIA, In

am offort to prevant tho mining of Highway 15 during this opcration, 2 scrics
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of towors woro constructed along tho routs, Tho towors providod continuous
night timo obsorvation of tho highway in tho Squadron's aroa of oporation.

Tho Squadron was divortod to northwostorn Binh Duong Provinco for Oporation

Atlas Wodge on 17 Mareh, Tho oporation bogan in tho lificholdn Rubbor Plan-

tation and hoavy onomy rosistanco w28 oncountored on the first day., On 19 .

and 20 March, furthor contacts took placo, rosulting in tot-l cnomy casualties ..
for tho Y-day poriod of 135 KIA and 6 P(W, with 2 US KHA and 37 WHA, In . - ;¥
addition, axtonsive cnomy storos woro capturod, ‘

On 11 April, Operstion Montana Raidor bogan for tho othor two Squndrons of
the Rogimont, During this operation and until 7 June, the 3rd Squadron was
detachod from the 11th ACR and was OPCON to the 3rd Brigade, 1st US Infaontry
Division, Tho Squadron operatod from 3on Cat to Chon Thanh, gcnorally 25-40
milos north of Saigon, Cross attachment at company and troop lovol was
common, and the 3rd Squadron oporatod as a combinad arms task force, Nearly
everday a contact was mads with 2-4 man VC/NVA oloments, Tho task forco,
including attachod units, had a body count of 90 onemy soldiors for tho two
month operation, The 1ist Infantry Division divertcd the 3rd Squadron to the
area of tho Mich:lin Rubboer Plantation for Oporation Iadison Thrust, which
took place from 10-16 May, The combat units under Squadron control for this
operation were K Troop, D Company 11th ACR, and C/2/28 Infantry, making
Opsration Madison Thrust the only time during the yoar when the 3rd Squadron
controlled a task force consisting of only ono organic combat unit, During
the 6-day oporation the task force accounted for 13 KIA and 2 PGJ, Upon
completion of this oporation, the Squadron regainod control of I Troop,

On 8 June, tho Squadron moved to contral Binh Long Provinco as part of Oper-
ation ShoMstop., A major contact with thoe 101D KVA Rogimant took placo
southwost of An Loc on 18, 19, and 20 Juns when an aireraft was shot down
and K Troop reacted to socurs the ship, 411 Squadron combat clomunts be-
camo involved by 19 Juno, in addition to H Company 11 ACR, which was then
PCON to tho 3rd Squadron, Contact was finally broken on 20 Juno with ?8
NVA KIA, In a sopar:to contact on 17 and 18 June, I Troop killed 13 WVA '
five milos north of tha area of contact.

From 28 July to 6 Soptombor, the Squadron wzs ralocatod to contral Long
Khanh Province and was placsi (PCOH to the 199th Light Infantry Brigade,
During this poriod the Squadron recoived the M351 Sheridan vchicles and con-
ductod training on this now oquipmont., Upon completion of thoe training,

the Squadron rejoined the 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment to participate in
Opor-tion Kentucky Coug-r. During this samo poriod, tho 4,2" mortar soctions
woro fomed into a provisional mortar battery, which is now oporating as a
separate elomont within the 3rd 3Squadron,

With the execoption of two enemy contacts in Binh Long Provines in September,
no unit under 3rd Squadron:control has been involved in a major combat
action from 22 June until December, On 7 Scptomber, in the samo gonoral
area a8 tho 18-20 June contact, M Company and I Troop ongagod a NVA battalion
hoadquarters element that resulted in 98 NVA KIA and 1 POJ with 3 US KdA,
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During early October the Squadron roceived a warning ordor on Operation
Texas Traveler, which was a relocation mission to conduct recomnaissance
operations in eastorn War Zone C, On 24 Novembor, the ordoer was exscuted
and the Squadron, with D Company 2/7 Cav (GPCON), moved to War Zone C, Tho
operation torminated on 28 Novembar by ordor of the 1st Cavalry Division®s
Goneral, The cost of tho oporation was rolatively high, Tho coumand post
was attacked on tho morning of 26 Novembor and friondly losscs in porsonncl
and oquipmont woro large. Tho oporation, howover, rosulted in tho reloecation
of major NVA units, Tho Squadron contimied oporating in its arca of Binh
Long Province, and on 20 Decambor the arva was oxtondod to covor oastorn War
Zono C, For tho romainder of tho yoar only sporadic onomy contzct was mado
during racons and night AP's,

Throughout Oporation Kentucky Cougar the 3rd Squadron worked aextensively
with ARWN Forces in the An Loc area., Intensive training programs wero put
into effect to train and retrain US and ARVN Forces during this poriod of

light enemy activity,
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