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CONFIDENTIAL 
.. 

1. (U) REFERm'CES: tat Cavalry' Division (AM) OFORD 63-69 dated 11 April 1969 
and 11 th ACR OPORD 03-69 dated 11 April 1969" FR.AOO 1-5 (Operation KlNTANA 
RAIDm), HQ, 11th A~ dtg 112300 Apr 69, 191600 Apr 69, 042300 May 69, 102300 
May 69, and 122300 J.1q &:J. 

2. (U) NAME AND TYPE OF OPmATION: 

a. Operation HJNTANA RAIDm (Phases I, II, and III). 

b. Recorma:i.ssance in Force, and Area Reconnaissance. 

3. (U) DATES OF OPmATION: 12 Apr - 14 Hay 69. 

4. (u) I£)CATION: Northern III Corps Tactical. ~ne, Eaater.n War Zone C. 

a. Phase I: The II Crescentll , NW of mu TIENG (XT3.364) - (XT3341) -
(XT4547) .. (li'4964). 

b. Hlase II: -South of the "Fishhook" on the western bank of the 
SAIGON River ($682) - (XT5269) - (XT5616) - (XT5082). 

c. Phase m: Vicinity of MINH THANH Rubber-Plantation -and area 
NE of MIcHEII.tN RUbber Plantation (XT5677) - (J:r7077) - (XT6252) - (XT4963). 

5. (u) CONTROL HFADQUllRl'EaS: Headquarters, 1 st Cava.l.ry Division (AM). 

6. (U) TlUE ORGANIZATIONAL OUTLINE: See Inclosure 1. 

7. ( C) INTELLIGENCE: 

a. AnticiPatedaM' Situation: Eastern War Zone C was known to -
be a rear service area transportatIOn zone for men and equi:pnent enter-
ing South Vietnam from Cambodia. The exact identification and location of 
the enem;y units were 'IlIllalolm, but elements of two North Vietnamese Divisions 
were believed to be operating in the area. Three regiments of the 1 at NVA 
Division were thought to be dispersed west of the SA.mCfi River. Of these, 
the 95C Regiment was in the IICrescootn area, the laB Regiment was north of 
Landing Zone GRANT" and tho 101D Regiment was north of NUl BA DEN. 

East of the SAIGON River, the 7th NVA Division was in the MICHElJN/FISHHOOK 
supply' and inf'iltration corridor. The 165th NVA Reg:i.ment was thought to be 
north of the MICHELm Plantation. The 141 st NVA Reg:illlent was suspected to 
in the· FIBHlI>OK area, while the 209th NVA Regiment was working along the 
supply' corridor frOlll a base in the MINH THANH area. 

!)]ring Phase I, the 95C Regiment was believed to be operating within the AO. 
The Regiment had suffered heavy casualties in the preceding l1¥mth and it was 
e.:xpected that this unit 'WOUld be dispersed in smaJJ. groups while they re­
gained their combat effectiveness. While the Regiment had u.suaJ.ly operated 
at a strength of about 1100" recent losses had probably' reduced the strength 
to under 1000. ELements of the 82nd Rear Service Group were to be providing 
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support services to the lIUlin force units in the area. 

In Phase n of the operation, ene:n:Jy units believed to be operating in the 
area were elements of the 96th .Artillery Regiment, 82nd Rear Service Group, 
and possibly the 209th Regiment of the 7th NVA Ili.vision.. Since the 96th 
Art:iJ..lery Regiment and the 82nd Rear Service Group operate in small groups 
over a w.:tde area., it was di1'i'icu1t to estimate the strength of these units 
actuall,y present in the AO. The 209th Regiment had a strength of about 
1100, but the entire regiment was not believed to be in the area of operations. 

In P.haae m of the operation., contact was expected with support and supply 
elements £.rom the 82nd Rear Service Group, artll.lery units £.rom the 96th 
Regiment, and possibly a battnlion £.rom the 165th Regiment, 7th NVA Division. 

b.lJ:he& ~UitieS: The 7th NVA Ili.vision was securing the MICH­
ELIN/FItEHOOK suppZ:OUte and posed a threat to the Allied forces in the 
area. The mvision operating in battalion size units had the capability to 
conduct ambushes and mortar attacks against NDP1s., though at the time the 
eD.e:n:Jy was generalq in a standdawn posture. The Ili.vision w.lS recuperating 
£.rom previous losses, refitting, and resupplying their units. 

c. Terrain and Weather: The terrain in all three areas of operation 
was quite mndJar, mostlY dOUbie and triple canopy jungle. Numerous streams 
traversed the area .flawing into the SAIGON River, the main water obstacle in 
the region. The contours of the terrain were not particularly rugged, but 
tanks were required to break the dense jungle. The water obstacles demanded 
judicious use of the A VLB's. 

(1) Fhase I: lllring Phase I., the Regiment encountered vast 
open areas in addition to jungle. Cover and conceaJ..ment were poor in this 
open terrain, but in ·the jungle, the concealment was emellent and the 
cover fair. 

(2) Phnse II: Heavy· bmnboo jungle was predominant in the oper­
ational area. the numerous-steep-banked streams were minor obstacles. The 
SONG TA MONG hindered north-south movement. 

(3) Phase'III: Ma.ny streams, some marshy areas, and heavy 
jungle were the pr:l.ril.;J.:ry p~ical characteristics in this zone. Two major 
roads, LTL 13, and 246 were important features, both good avenues of npproach, 
in good condition, and permitting rapid mobility by our forces. 

The weather during the third phase wo.s affected by the transition £.rom the 
dry season to the raiIly, soutbwestem IOOnsoon senson. ])].ring Phase I, the 
the weather was generalJ.y dr,y" but in Phase n, intermittent rain showers 
occurred. The oost rain came during the closing pha.se of operations" and 
it was samet1mes enough to create swollen streams and marshiness in low 
areas, but this did not h:inder the operation signi:f'icantly. 
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d. Major gye:ments: 

(1) Phase I: 
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(a) On 13 AprU at XT428SS7, the tir Cava.lry Troop, re­
inforced by A/l/llth ACR, D/2-12th Cavalry, and C/1-8th Cavalry, engaged 
an 'IlIIl:alolm size enetQ" force which was in a bunker- complex:. The contact -
resul.ted :in 14 us KHA, 16 us WHA, 11 NVA KIA (Be), 1 AX..J.,.7 CIA, and 1 6o-mm 
mortar tube and 10 6o-mm lOOl"tar rounds CIA. 

(b) On 1 S April, Fl2/11 th ACR engaged an ene.nu force of 
un.dete:rm1ned size that was entrenched in a small base camp at lT398S78. 
Tae Air was called in to 8llpport the engagement which resulted m 14 us 
WHA" 2 ACAVI s moderately damaged, and unknown number of anomy lossas. 

(c) On 1S April at XT447SS8, C/1/11th ACR battled an 
unknown siBa NVA force. During the fire fight anem;.y small arms, RPGI s and 
CS gas were used. At the end of the contact thera were 2 US VIlA, and 13 
NVA KIA (Be). 

(d) On 17 April at :xT4SSS77, HlfX/l /11 th ACR, while lOOving 
to establish a NDP, encountered an enemy force m a base cCl1l:\P. G/2/11 th ACR 
and 919th qmeers reinforced. The two hour contact resul.ted in 1 US KHi\, 
6 US WHA, 20 NVA KIA (Be), and 6 NVA PW1s. Three of the PWls were identi­
fied as members of the 18B NVA Reg1.ment, and three as mmbers of the C20 
(Procurement Company), 82nd Rear Service Group. 

(2) Phase II: on 11 May at :xT626S32, the Aero Rine Platoon/11th 
ACR was inserted into an area where an e:ne1l\Y transportation detail had bean 
sighted. Contact was initiated immediately and reinforceDmlts from G/2/11th 
ACR and B/.5-7th Cavalry were deployed. The contact resulted in S NVA KIA 
and 8 PW's. Six of the PW1 s were from the K34 Bnttalion, 96th Artillery 
Regiment, and two were members of the 82nd Rear Service Group. 

(3) Phase Ill: 

(a) On 29 April at XT416792, C/l/11th ACR (with elements 
of H/3/11th ACR and D/2-7th Cavalry) received small arms and RPG fire from 
an unkn.own size NVA force. Fire was returned with organic weapons, artillery, 
light fire teams (1FT) and TAC Air. ReBlllts-of the engngament were SS ve/NVA 
KIA (Be), 2 VC/NVA KBf. (Be), 2S us mA, 2 AK-47's CIA, 1 IMG CIA and 1 B-40 CIA. 

(b) All eneIl\V" force ambushed G/2/11 th ACR at XXS00802 on 
29 April. l-lhen G 'lroop returned fire, the an8ltW' ned leaving behind 7 VC 
KIA (00), 4 AK-47 I s, 1 B-40 and miscellaneous web gear. US losses were 
4 KHA and S VIiA. 

(c) On 30 April B/2-7th Cavalry received small arms fira 
from an enemy position at :xT478724. D/2-7th Cavalry' reinforced, and ARA 
supported. The resul.ts of the contact were 1 US KHA, 3 US WHA, and 14 VC/NVA 
KIA (BC). 
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(d) On.30 April, M/)/11 th ACR and C/2-7th Cavalry received 
small arms fire from an eneIl\V position at XT418792. Artillery and 1FT sup­
ported. The encounter resulted in 19 VC/NVA KIA (BC), lihile US losses were 
5 wounded. A sweep of the area located an "Wlderground medical facility con­
sisting of 25 -bunkers with tunnels and four operating rooms. 11,000 po"Wlds 
of rice" 7 AX-47's, 1 13-40, 20 NVA "Wliforms" 43 Chicom grenades, and other 
ammunition and explosives were found in the complex. 

e. ~orces EhcO"Wltered: Dlring the first phase of the opera­
tion, the 18~ ent of the 1 st NVA Division was located and encountered. 
In addition, a transportation element of the 82nd Rear Service Group was 
fO"Wld in the area. 

In the second phase of the operation, members of the 96th Artiller.,v Regiment 
were captured. Also, elements of the 82nd Rear Service Group and a subordi­
nate unit of COSVN were positively identified. Besides these "Wlit identifi­
cations, a senior officer in the VC Sub-Region 1 was capturod in the area of 
operation. 

In the final phase of the operation, no new or different units were located. 

f. In~ence Sources: Due to the nature of Operation MONTANA 
RAIDER, the in ence sources had to be immediately exploitable. Visual 
reconnaissance and the information from documents and prisoners best met 
this intelligence requirement. 

Before deploying friendly forces, tha Air Cavalry Troop conducted extensive 
visual reconnaissance. Sightings were used to plan ground operations as 
well as 13-52 and TAG Air strikes. In addition, the 1dr Cavalry guided ground 
elements aro"Wld obstacles and to enemy positions. Order of battle informa­
tion was provided the Regiment by prisoners and enemy documents. Of tha 
captives, one was a senior VC officer who provided a wealth of political 
information. 

There were a mnnber of valutlble documents captured during the operation but 
the most beneficial were from the headquarters of the 96th NVA Artillery 
Regiment, one of which showed the rocket firing positions used to fire on 
LA! KHE and DAU TnNG. other documents disclosed the operations and missions 
of the 82nd Rear Service Group. furing t..ru.s mission, Red Haze, SLAR, 
Sniffer, and agents were not able to give the immediate information necessary. 

8. (C) MISSION: 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment( ... ) will conduct multiple 
and concurrent reconnaissance in force (RIF) operations in areas of opera­
tions (A01s) RED, WHrl'E, and m.UE. 

9. (C) CONCEPr OF OPERATION: The 11 th ACR( -) reinforced by elements of 
1 st Cavalry Division (AM) conducted reconnaissance if force and area recon­
naissance operations in three known enemy sa.nctutlries which had not recently 
been penetrated. The force consisted of two armor heavy task forces (1/11th 
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ACR and 2/11 th ACR) and one infantry heavy task force (Phase I: 1 -8th CaVj 
Phase il: 2-7th Cavj Phase ro! 5-7th Cav) with the Regimental Air Cavalry 
Troop in direct support. The 1-9th Air Cavalry Squadron worked in general 
support. The Air Cava.J.ry1 s prima.ry function was to establish and maintain 
contact, and to guide the tanka and ACAV's through the dense jungle areas. 
The 919th Canbat Filgineer Com;pa:ny (Armored) conducted route reconnaissance, 
mine clearing" and preperAtion of AVLB nnd ford crossing sites over the 
many water obstacles in the area. The Headquarters, 8-6th Artillery Bat­
talion (1st Inf Div) was placed in direct support of the 11th ACR AS a 
control headquarters for all artillery fires. During the opera.tion" con­
ventional artiJJ.er;y was used heavilyj the maneuver elements were also 
supported by TAC Air, a.erial rocket artillery, 13-52 strikes" and helicopter 
gunships. 

10. (C) EXECUTION: The Regiment received a warning order for Operation 
MONTANA RAIDER on 9 .April. The next day Regimental representAtives attended 
the n Field Force" Vietnam, plruming conference" and then participated 
in the 1 st Caval.ry Division (AM) plruming conference on 10 and 11 April. 
By 11 April, the Commander had completed the necessary coordination with 
n FFORCEV, 1st Inf Div, 1st Cav Div (AM), 25th Inf Div, and the 25th Inf 
Div (ARVN). On 10 and 11 April, at the same time that the final coordination 
was being completed" the Air Cavalry Troop was conducting a thorough visua.l 
reconnaissance of the anticipated area of operation" and then, to disguise 
their task, followed with a.dditional reconnaissance in adjAcent areas. The 
information that the Air Cavalry gathered was used to check the valid! ty of 
the proposed B-52 bomber targets in the oreal and was, of course, the most 
immediate intelligence availAble. 

•. l.r. 9, .,fI~; .. JJh In an attempt to deceive the eneJl\V' concerning the mission and IOOvements of 
,~V71\. the Blackhorse" a cover and deception plan was devised which" it was hoped" 
~ \ would moke the enemy think: tlmt the Regiment WOB moving north of TAY NINH. 

\ 
'_ The pl..:l.n worked. In the mec.ntm., on 11 April the Regimentcl. TAO CP nnd 

q\UlI'tering pm-ties moved to DAU TIENG to await the impending orders. On 
the night of 11 April, fincl. II FFORCEV approvaJ. cnme. The next morning, 
the Regiment received its final orders covering its AD" Q, significant 
intelligence update" c.nd the expected cOl1lllitment of forces. By the time 
this WOB received" elElllents of 1/11th ACR" 2/11 th ACR, c.nd Regimental Head­
quarters were speeding toward the rum TImG area. B/l /11 th ACR was released 
from. OPCON QUe to join the Regiment in the DAU TIl'liG area. 

a. Phase I: 
I 

(1) 12.April : At 0800 hours" the operational control of the 
11th Armored Cava1.ry Regiment(-) passed from the 1st Infantry Division to 
the 1st Cavalry" Division (AM). The 1 st and 2nd Squadrons and the Regimental 
Headquarters movod from the LP.M roN and Bmi HOA are.:l.S to the vicinity of 
DA.U TIENG. The movemant to this location, 78 miles from BI..IiN HOA" was 
accomplished in oigb.t baurs. The road march took the Hlll.ckhorse frem BIm 
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BoA td PHU CUONG" across the SAIGON R1ver to CU CHI" along Higbway 1 to TRAm 
. BANG" and finally to DllU TnNO. lJhen the 2nd R<ll'tcf!~'On tros 10 kUometers west 

of DAU TIl!NG" it joined up 'with A/1-8til C,w tt :_'l.t~ liI':mt'lRt.. The 1st Squndron 
linked up with C/1-8th Cav at FSB RtUVLINGS (~:.'.r29'l4u6)., while RegimGntal Head­
quarters and all rear elamQllts moved into DAU TUNG Baso Camp. 'Wbile the unts 
were IOOVing in corrvay" ,3rd To.ctical Fighter W'.i.ng FAC: s flow overhead giving 
constant cover. Later during the final drive from TRtJID BllNG to })AU nEliG" the 
Air Cavah7 troop gave addi tioDlll cover as the convoy passed through. a poton­
tialJ.y dangerous area 1-Thoro ambuahos had occ1llTod proviously. This massivo 
movement was completed without inCident, and by 1700 hours, the Rogimorital CP 
was complotely operatioD.'ll and mold.ng plans for tho noxt dnyt s oporationo 

(2) 13 April: The Regiment took OPCOl~ of tho 1 st Battalion" 8th 
Cavat LZ WHITE and began roconnaissance in forco oporc.tions. TF 1/11th ACR 
left FSB RAWLlNGS and deployed its three toalrIB into AO SWORD, slicing the 
area in a nortmresterJ.,y direction. 

Foll.otdng tho ardars in the cover and doception plon" 2/11 th ACR ended its 
feint. The Squadron turned from its direction of mnrch and raced back over 
the previous ~.s route, aChieving the needed elomont of surprise. The 2nd 
of the Blackhorae positioned its CP and How Btry at FSB BRAOO II, nnd then 
deployed teams into AO SPEtUl in generally a west to east diroction. 

At the same time" G/2/11 th ACR" one platoon of H/2/11 th ACR, and a sq'J.D.d of 
919th Eng:inaers movod f'rom-FSB BP.liGG II to LZ GRt1NT Q Lntr.:":,, '0:-~:']' J.tbc:E!,ted tA) 
1:1.rJ.: up ldth eloments of 1-8th Ca.v at LZ WHITE. Be£nX'o ont.:;~~"'i=.g ii-\) K.:n]~E, the 
P!'Of!'SS3 of 'n'l C/2/i 1tr~ AC-::? i-mG:'l numerous I1'linos 1Y'Ot"O :Lt t"n1 two AVIEi C1".:;fl,singS 
wero rcqu.i.roj-o l!O::C::.LYI ofl-Ld.r imp('o.ud moVW:l:;TI't" :.11..) tee:;). l~c.g~j,:"Gd for tb.e 
night approx:ir.:t.a.tc.ly 1 kilomot8I' north&;.;ast of LZ G!'-fJJ.~Ti 0 

Tho day of 13 /, rr.r·i.l l1V"JoS a bl1sy one for the ld.r Cavc.::!.ry T;:>;)Opo I). pin:o{ to~"ll 
(1 LOH and 1 !1i1-1G) wc;~ assignod t.o each of the tt~::,J<: f:-:.~ .,.:.09; aJ.sc, J they con­
ducted ru:l air BDil. of E-52 stJ-'ilms #32004 Q;ld ~!J2r.:~'J .:'n,j,:J,. g:r'C'!l.."ld EDA of 
strike #32029. N.~ x:r42 ° ,557 " wh:Lle assossirlg S G:t:,i.kc ~f}?'O'2q ~ tho J..C'r.[) Hif10 
Platoon (J1RP) er.gogod c:r., entro.T).ched O!le. .. ·'1y fCJr.ce, t~o .f:'~:(:~t si!;SI1.i.fi:calt cont.act 
of Cpcr<::,tion MON'~.r£!l\rA PJi.IDffi. 1v'1/11 th !lCR and one p·1.~';·':;011 of D/2,.,12 Gav l."Oro 
insQ~"''tGd as reir .... :f'crcomontso Mtor the fisht::L;:),g.t 11 N7l. KlLl end one 6o.,:r1.lIll 
mOl'tor were disc\:~vored. US losses were 14 killed end i 6 woundedo 

(3) 14 April: In contrast to tho actian of t..lJ.o previous d::!y" 
14 April ws v~':rry quieta The KeF operations were C():;'ld:"J,.:;.tcd-as :;':>!.[!!".;.:."100, but 
thf'.re lia.S no signif:l.c:.:lIl.t cont.act w.::~hin the AO. At G6h:;~ :s....~2 bOrl:lGTS made 
strike #34002, but late:.· a BDf~ by the IJ.x CavcJ..ry T::-oop t·u;£nod up :';'ittle 
signif'icnnt e:101!W' activity. 

(4) 15 l'qn'iJ.: ll.t dawn, 1 at Platoon of the 919t.h &.[!inea't's ws,1'J.t 
to SU01 BA HAO" a t:r:J.lJtlta..." .. 'y of t,he SJI.:[G(iN River at x~1:475·50r t!':;;-"l8 D. "c.~e 
450 airborne dozer from tho 1 at Ccv Div (1.1,,:), they Gl,:l~:.c,c~d. t:!I\ i:.''i:T .. fJ and mao 
it possibln for r:/1i~I~;h l .. CR to c:;:';~ss the 8o-foot ga;::I C 'iXcop ~:ci;,t:LmGd on 
its mission af~J6r cros~~~1:', ~~t S00U ~ftor tho lnst track cro~8od '~iU obstaclo, 
the ri~"'er bank f.c:Ll . .:.peocl ;l':ld the hr:Lege foJll into tho rj~vo:r. It wonld 
rGq~l'o two fuvo>~.:;·b. c1D;1B of work by 'hho Engineers to rocov~r the bridge from 
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the water. In the meantime, C/l/ll th ACR had tlOved only a short distance 
. from their crossing site to XT447558 when they were hit by an unknown size 

enemy force firing small arms, RPG' s and using tear gas. A/l/llth ACR came 
forward to the aid of C Troop, supported by TAC Air, artillery, and ARA. 
In the battle, the NVA had 13 KIA (Be). The US forces had 2 KHA and one 
M-48 CBL. 

In another part of the lID at XT398578, F/2/11 th ACR troopers were searching 
a bunker complex: located in dense jungle when they were fired upon by an 
elleJI\Y force estimated at 50-75 men. Supported by TAC Air and ARA, Team E 
fought until 2000 hours when the enemy broke contact. Friendly losses were 
8 US wounded. The next morning the area was swept; no ene.tT\V bodies were 
found but a large cache of munitions was uncovered. Upon investigation it 
was found that antitank rocket firing lanes had been cut in the jungle. All 
the prinCiple routes into the area had been mined li.lth 25-lb anti-vehicle, 
pressure-detonated mines emplaced in circular containers. Two vehicles were 
lost to these mines. . 

(5) 16 April: There were no significant results on 16 April, 
but RIF and Area Reconnaissance continued. D/l -5th Cav uas airlifted into 
AO KNIFE to act as a blocking force. At XT447558 near the scene of 15 April's 
contact, TF 1-8th Cav sent out extensive day and night ambush patrols. 

( 6 ) 17 April: Due to intelligence gathered the previous day, 
the enemy was thought to be located in the southlY9stern portion of AO KNIFE. 
To facilitate the movement against these positions, 1/11 th ACR was gi van an 
AO extension into that area and the Squadron assumed OPCON' o~ all armored 
teams moving into the suspected area. 1-8th Cav placed four rifle compan­
ies in blocking positions for the 1/11 th ACR drive to the north. At this 
time AO OORD passed from 1/11 th ACR control to 2/11 th ACRe TF 2/11 th ACR 
placed three troops in blocking pOSitions on the western bank of the SUOI 
BA HAO. 

Further upstream the Ehgineers h:.d racovured thJ bridg\3 thL'..t had f.il.lan on 
15 .April. The 1 st Squadron TAC CP and the engineer platoon crossed tho 
SUOI BA HAD and proceeded to L2 WHITE. They had moved only as far as 
XT458583 when they were hit with Rro and small arms fire. Artillery and 
ARA were called in, and G/2/11 th ACR came to reiforce. Before being called, 
G/2/11 th ACR had been conducting reconnaissance operations south of LZ 
WHITE where they had located a sizeable enemy hospital complex at XT404594. 
The enemy broke contact at rr458583 in darlmess, leaving 1 US killed and 
6 US wounded. All the units that had been involved in the fighting spent 
the night in the contact area. In the morning they swept the area, cleared 
the bunkers, and found 20 lWA killed and captured 8 NVA. 

(7) 18 April: C/1-5th Cav was placed OPCON to 1.8th Cav, pro­
viding a 5-compan:y blocking force, as TF 1/11th ACR maneuvered north with 
'IN' s ~ B, and C/l /11 th ACRe By 0930 hours, A and B/l /11 th ACR were in contact 
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with the en.em;y at n43,3600 and XT436598. The fighting contimled throughout 
the day, 'While artillery .ARA, and 4 air strikes pounded away at the en~. 
The day's results were 74 NVA ldlled,-numerous weapons captured or destroyed, 
and an addi tiona.1. 2 NVA killed by B/1-8th Cav as they were .fleeing northward. 
The US losses ware 1 ldlled and 30 wounded. _ 

Jllring the day, TF 2/11th ACR remained in the blocld.ng position which it had 
set up the day before. At XT382561 the platoon of 919th &1gineers operatmg 
with 2/11 th ACR located a large anmm:i tiona cache of three 8+-mm mrtar 
tubes with 260 81-nm rounds, 1 6o-mm mortar, 18 rounds of 57 -IIDI'l and 75-JlIJ1 
RR amm:unition, 1600 rounds of 51 caliber aDJllmition, and miscell.aneous other 
materials. 

(8) 19 April: All elements of the 1 at and 2nd Squadrons, 11 th 
ACR, were alerted to move to the vicinity of DAU TIEllG for a two day main­
tenance standdown in preparation for Hlase III. C and D/l /11 th ACR, G/2/11 th 
ACR, and How/2/11 th ACR remained in the field at RON locations. 

(9) 20.April: Phase I ended with all e1ements except How/2/11th 
ACR mving into the DAU TIENG area for a standdown until 22 April. 

(10) 21 ApriJ.: How/2/11 th ACR moved to DAU TnNG from FSB 
BRAGG n without incident. 

b. Phase m: Prior to the beginning this phase of l«JNTANA 
RAIDER, a su&itantLiI redepl.o1ment of forces was necessar;y. To better sup­
port the mission, the Regimental Hea.dqwlrters, .Air Cavalry Troop, and all 
rear elements were relocated to ClJAN LOI. 

(1) 20 ApriJ.: The Regimental TAC CP, quartering parties, and 
an engineer platoon from the 919th Ehgineers moved from DA.U TnNG to QUAN 
LOI and began their prepara.tions for Phase m. 

(2) 21 ApriJ.: All elements contmued the maintenance stand-
down. 

(3) 22 April: The Air Cavalry Troop llI>Ved fram BIEN BOA to 
PHU CUONG, to join a convoy composed of 1 st a.nd 2nd Squ.a<h'ons and Regi- -. 
mental Hea.dqwlrters coming south !'rom Dt\U TIENG. The convr.J;f pushed north­
ward on H:i.glrwq 13 to QUAN LOI without incident, completing the 98 mile 
march in a.baut 12 hours. At BFl{ CAT n/l /11 th ACR left the convoy and 
M/3/11th ACR took its place. As in earlier moves of this type, FACts 
!'rom the )rd TFW a.nd the Air Cavalry Troop new overhead. The 1 at Squad-
ron linked up with B/2-7th Cavat (JIAN LOI a.nd 2/11th ACR joined A/l-8th Cav. 

(4) 23 April: All elements spent the day completing their 
maintenance operations and preparing for H>.ase m. 
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(5) 24 ApriJ.: Phase m began as TF 1/11th ACR and 2/11th ACR 
pushed southwest .tram AN we along route 246. In an attempt to speed the . 
movement, elements of the 919th Engineers .flew into the TOO LE CHON Special 
Forces camp and sent out sweep teams nortb:westvard al.cIag:the road to meet 
the task force col'lllJl'l. Dlring their movement, the Qlgineers were provided 
security by the CIOO forces. After progressing sJ.owl7, the two squadrons 
were forced to stop short of their AD. North of 12 RITA (n'!)40843)" TF 
1/11 th ACR laagered for the night. To the south" TF 2/11 th ACR sta;yed at 
LZ PHYU:[S (lT532816). How/2/11th ACR was to remain there that night and 
throughout Phase III. 

(6) 25 April: The 2nd Bn, 7th Cav which was constnlcting 12 
JAMIE (XT487121)" WllB placed under the operational control of the Blackborse. 
TF 1/11 th ACR had no ene.Jl\f contact on 25 April and stopped at LZ JAMIE before 
darkness. In TF 2/11th ACR" the CP and the Howitzer Battery remained at LZ 
PH1LLIS, while the rest of the task force thrust cross cOtmtry into JIJ BLADE. 
As this element entered the AD boundary" it began pushing south along the 
western. edge of the AD conducting area reconnaissance. At predetermined 
locations, individual troops turned to their eastern .flank and sped out 
searching their awn AD. Although TF 2/11 th ACR was able to effectively cover 
its area of operation by this tactic" no elle.Jl\f contact was gained. 

(7) 26 April: In AO ARROW, TF 1/11th ACR spent the day perform­
ing aggressive RIF and area reconnaissance operations t:rom their location in 
LZ JAMIE. To the west, in AD BLADE TF 2/11 th ACR transferred its CP to NDP 
Sl'UD (IT531733). During the dq, F/2/11th ACR was fired at by an ena. unit 
using small arms and automatic woapons. The enemy broke contact iJ1IIIediately" 
before there were aII3' casualties on either side. l:n a sweep of the area 
(XT531733), 6,500 POtmds of rice were discovered" of 'Which 5,,000 pounds were 
evacuated intact. l:n the northwest area of AO BWE" TF 2-7th Cav began 
their operation by airlifting A/2-7th Cav into an LZ in the vicini~"" of 
XT413801 to exploit B-52 target #32048. \ohen this Wlit got to lT420792, it 
-was-'~with small arms tire which wounded 1 US soldier. Atter the fight" 
1900 pounds of rice were fO\Uld and evacuated. A few miJ.es tl'IIIa'¥, in AO 
ARROW, C/1 /11 th ACR and a platoon of M/3/11 th ACR conducted area reconnais­
sance under the-operational control of 2-8th Cav. The Air Cavalry Troop 
made BDA's of B-52 targets #32048 and #32063 throughout 26 AprU. 

(8) 27th April: At XT426788, two Air Cavalry Troop !.DH! s 
were shot dcnm over an enemy base camp. A/2-7th CaY quickly deployed 
into the area and contacted a well entrenched enEIl\Y force. ~ triendl,y 
forces drew back and let TAC Air, art1llery, and ARA pound the e%lEIIV posi­
tion. C/l /11 th ACR and M/3/11 th ACR tried to reinforce by moving north 
from AO ARROW, but they reached only as far as LZ RITA prior to nightfall. 
To the west, TF 1/11 th ACR cont::l.m1ed reconnaissance operations and located 
large ene.Jl\f base camps stocked with weapons and food at :r:r467745 (All/11th 
ACR)" and r.r462728 (B/l/llth ACR). l:n these two camps US units recovered 
2000 pounds of rice and aver 190 individual and crew served weapons. l:n AO 
BLADE" TF 2/11th ACR continued to locate ~ small base camps and bunker 
complexes. 
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(9-} 28 April: C/1/1th ACR and W3/11th ACR pushed along Route 
246 toward A/2-1th Cay which had been in heavy contact on 21 April. The 
going was tough and in one position (lT463819) a blorzn bridge necessited 
emplacing an AVLB. ~ before dark they reached A/2-1tb. Cay. Maan-­
while~ artillery continued to hammer at tb.e contact area" supporting A/2-1th 
Cav. In-otb.er operational areas of Phase m, TF 1/11 th ACR~ TF 2/11 th ACR~ 
and TF 2-1th Cay had o~ sporadic enem;y contact. Many small enemy complexes 
were penetrated and cleared~ and at l1'516685, F/2/11th ACR located a large 
hospital. compJ.ex containing over 6000 pounds of rice. 

(10) 29 April: B-52 bombers struck target #32063 and later an 
air BIlA. indicated that a large enemy complex was hit. Elements in the AO 
cleared ma.ny base camps and bunker canplexes. The most significant action­
occurred as A/2-1tb. Cav~ reinforced wi tb. M/3/l1 tb. ACR and C/l /11 th ACR~ re­
located (at rr4l6192) the forces that they had been battling for the two 
days previous. After the fighting was over~ tb.e NVA had lost 40 KIA (BC) 
and us casualties were 25 KHA. As two platoons of G/2/t1th ACR~ under the 
con.trol of the CO of A/1-8tb. Cav~ sped to reinforce A/2-1th Cay in its con­
taot, they were ambushed at 1800 hours just north of LZ WHITE (1T500803). 
Enemy losses were 9 va KIA (BC). us losses were 4 KHA and 5 WHA. 

(11-) .30 April: 'llle battle of tb.e day before continued at 
tT416192. A/2-1th Cav~ still reinforced by C/1/11th ACR and M/.3I11th ACR~ 
ld.lled 19 NVA (BC) while suffering 5 us wounded. US units discovered an 
addi tiona! 11 NVA KIA (BC) from the fighting the day before, as well as 
6 tons of rice. Because of difficult terrain and dolmed tanks, G/2/11th 
ACR was never able to link up with A/2-1th Cav. Within 500 meters of LZ 
JAMIE (XT418124)~ elements of B and C/2-1th CaY, reinforced by ACAV's and 
Sheridans from t;he 1 at Squadron, killed 9 NVA in an extensi. ve three-layer 
bunker complex. Eleven rifles and 4 RPG-2 1 s were captured :in the fighting. 

(12) 1~: M/3111th ACR, C/1/11th ACR, and C/2-1th CaY, 
which had replaced A/2-1th CaY, continued sweeps in the area of the previOUS 
dayl s contact. In one of these sweeps, Allied units discovered an addi tiona! 
10 toM" of rice. -In the evening at e120.30H, the enemy hit the RON location 
(11'420189) of C/2-1th Cay with 15 82-DIIl xoortar rounds, killing 5 us and 
wounding 5 more. Elsewhere in the Phase m area of operation, TF 1/11 th 
ACR and TF 2/11th ACR reassembled in the vicinity of LZ RITA and LZ JAMIE 
in preparation for tb.eir withdrawal to laager positions in the AN LOC/~AN 
LOI area. 

(13) 2 May: The withdrawal retraced the route of original 
entry into the area at the beginning of Phase m. The JlK)ve back to ~AN 
LOI was tedious and slow. The terrain was very difficult and a number of 
mines slowed the progress even more so tb.at tb.e complete move lasted 20 
hours. In an effort to speed the withdrawal, tb.e 919tb. Engineers constructed 
a ford across the SlJOON River at TOOO LF}-{;}I)N (XT624815), and in. addition, 
sweep teams, sooured by the .ARPts and D/2-1th CaY, were air assaulted in 
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advance of the main withdrawing column. When TF 1/11 th ACR and TF 2/11 th ACR 
moved into the AN ~/c;JJAN LOI area, Phase m was completed and a 4-da7 
maintenance standdown began. 

c. Phase II: 

(1) 3-6 Mq': lAlring this busy period US forces carried out 
extensive maintenance and re£itting. To complete maintenance, 1/11 th ACR 
laagered just outside of WAN LOI (n81 0890) and 2/11 th ACR established a 
position 7 lti.lometers from AN LOG (XT7 36818). }))ring this period, How/l /11 th 
ACR joined its parent squadron at c;JJAN LOI" and How/3/11 th ACR returned to 
the LAM s:ti area. On 6 May, A/2-7th Cav was airlifted into the 1/11 th ACR 
location and remained OPCCti throughout Phase lIe 

(2) 7 May: Phase II began with the movement of T;F 1/11 th ACR 
and TF 2/11 th ACR southwest nlong Route 245, and the entry of TF 1/11 th ACR 
into its AO, AO ANVIL, and TF 2/11 th ACR into AO HAMMm. The CP and the 
Howitzer Battery of 1/11 th ACR established FSB GREENE (XT642708). Before 
the main maneuver portion of TF 1/11 th ACR (A and C/l /11 th ACR and W3/11 th 
ACR) reached FSB GREENE, it turned to the west entering AO ANVIL near 
XT693732. Meanwhile, 2/11 th ACR moved into LZ JOE (XT628664) where it link­
ed up with B/5-7th Cav" and from there 2/11 th ACR proceeded to FSB IXXlPATCH 
(XT620645) where the CP and Howitzer Battery of 2/11 th ACR were located. 
The maneuver elements of TF 2/11th ACR (E, G, and How/2/11th ACR) were mov­
ing aJ.ong LTL 1 3 so that the could enter AO HAMMER from the northeast. The 
5th Bn of the 7th Cav, still at LZ JOE, became OPCON to the Blackhorse Regi­
ment and continued their 10caJ. operations in the vicinity of the MINH THANH 
Rubber Plantation. B/l/11 th ACR and one platoon of H/2/11 th ACR became 
OPCON to 5-7th Cav. 

(3) 8 May: TF 1/11 th ACR and TF 2/11 th ACR had no significant 
contacts or findings as they continued area reconnaissance in their respec­
tive AO's. TF 2/11th ACR relocated its Squadron-CP and Howitzer Battery to 
FSB MEADOW BROOK (XT608632). In AO SHIELD" TF 5-7th Cav beg<m. area recon­
naissance with Dl5-7th Cav working the eastern portion after being airlifted 
to XT668675. To the-west of the MmH THANH Plantation in A(}--SHIELD, TMI s 
IVl/11th ACR and A/5-7th Cav deployed and swept the area. B-52 bombers flew 
three missions hitting targets #32083, #32084, and #32085. .An air BDA of 
these areas showed scattered enemy base camps, but none had been used recently. 

(4) 9-10 May: In the morning of 9 May, the Regiment began 
searching the portion of the eastern bank of the SAIGON River that was 
within their AO. To accomplish this mission, all of TF 1/11 th ACR and TF 
2/11 th ACR wi th additional infantry wrl. ts were used, but no contact or 
finding resulted from the search. 

(5) 11 May: Operations were completed in AO BOIJI' and 5-7th Cav 
was released to 1 st Cav Di. v (.AM). TF 1/11 th ACR moved into MJ DARl', and at 
the same tme 2/11th ACR began operating in AO JAVELnl. TF 1/11th ACR, :ldth 
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A, B and C/l/11th !CR, M/3/11th ACR, and A/2-7th Cav, established FSB SliM 
at XT592610 for its CP and Howitzer Battery. Then A, B, and C/l/11th ACR 
began sweeping southward.. At zr613587, .all III th ACR attacked an entrenched 
enem;y force with the additional support of T11.C Air, artillery, and lIRA.. Four 
enem;y were ld..lled in the action. Another. element o£ TF 1 III tb ACR, B/l III th 
ACR, ldlled an additional 2 VC in a bunker compJ.ex at XT819598. These 
actions and other :i.n..for:ma.tion indicated that the eneJQ" was moving eastward, 
so B and C/l III th ACR drove north from AO Dart and to the south along AO 
JAVEI".JN in an at tanp~ to intercept the enemy movement. Inspi te of our units' 
rapid response, the ·~was not fOWld. Dlring the ciq, TF 2/11 tb ACR 
rema.ined at F88 MEAOOW'~K and moved E.. G and H/'2/11 th ACR :into AO JAVELIN 
along LTL 13 and then onto Route 239. The ARP was inserted at XT626532 
because of information obtained on an earlier aerial. reconnaissance. They 
iDlnadia~ met en.EmW resistance and called in elements of G/2/11th AOR 
and B15-7th Cu. Together the units killed 5 NVA and captured a. One 
friendl.y soldier was 'WOUnded. 

(6) 1 2 May: TF 1 III th ACR pushed their recozmaissance all ciq 
but made no significant contact or finding. In TF 2/11 tb ACR, E/2/11 th AOR 
fOWld the enaIIrT at XT616570 and killed 5 NVA with no losses to themselves. 
The .ARP was again inserted at zr626532 where it had been so success:t\1l 
the previous dq. Together with B15-7th Cav, under the Air Cavalry Troop 1 s 
operational control, the liRP located 2 additio.naJ. NVA bodies and 3 complete 
122-mn rockets. 

(7) 1 3 &y: TF 1 III th AOR cont:inued operations but gained no 
contact. 2/11 th ACR moved south along Highwq 240 to QL 13 at BEN CAT and 
continued into BIEN HOA. 

(a) 14 Ma;r: Operations ended. The Regimental HeadqwJrters .. 
Air CaV'a.U:7' Troop and Squadron TRANS lOOved back to BIPN HOA from QU/Jl WI. 
A/2-7th Cay and B15-7th Cay were released back to OPCON 1 st CaY Div (AM) and 
l/11th AOR, with M/3111th ACR,moved along the route taken the previous day 
by 2/11 th ACR to BI.1!N BOA. At 1645 hours, the Regiment waa released from 
OPOON' 1 at Cav Div (lIM) and returned to the OPCON of II FFORCEV for 1'urtber 
deployment. 

11. ee) ~ RBJLTS: 

a. statist,j.cal Sump!arl: 

(1) Fhem,y Losses as a Result of Ground Action: 

KIA 

PW 

PI 

129 

6 

pm -
97 

o 

Rice (tons) o 42 
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247 

15 
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PI Pm pn TOTAL - - -
wpns (individual) 10 232 3 245 

Wpns (crew served) 7 12 0 19 

Ammunition (tons) 1.5 1.5 1 4 

(2) Ehelrv Losses as a Result of .Air Action: 

PI PI.D: PI! TOTAL - - -
TAC fdr KBA 1 0 5 6 

TAC ldr K1311,. (Poss) 12 0 3 15 

ACTKBA 13 0 10 23 

(3) Frien~ Losses: 

PI PIlI PI! TOTAL - - -
KHA 25 18 2 45 

WIA 98 102 40 240 

Tanks (CBD) 4 8 0 12 

Tanks (Cm.,) 6 2 0 8 

14.551 ( COO ) 2 2 0 4 

M551 (CEL) 0 0 1 1 

ACAV (COO) 3 7 0 10 

AC.AV (Cm.,) 1 2 0 3 

LOH (Deat) 1 2 0 3 

b. Fhase I: This phase provided valuable information on the dis-
position of reg!iDSrits in the 1 at NVA Division. Through inteITogation, in-
formation was obtained on the 82nd Rear Service Group and their food pro-
cureme/nt system along the SAJDON River cOlTidor. It is' thought that Phase 
I deteITed enem;y plans for attacking the mu TDlm area, whlle forcing the 
advance elements of the 18B NVA Regiment out of staging llrOas north of DAU 
TIENG. 

c. Phase m: In this phase of the operation, thirteen major caches-
were located. This depJ.'ived the enem;y of a large quantity of food and ammuni-
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tion and put a scvore strain on his logisticnl systo.m. One of the larger 
finds was the axtcnsive modical facility consisting of four operating rooms 
and twenty-fivo bunkers with interconnecting tunnels. Sjgrd ficant intclli­
gon.ce gathorod during Phaso III came from documonts captured on 27 April, 
ori.ginll.ting from Hoadquartors., 96th NVA Artiillary Rogimont. These included 
hand traced maps sholdng OtlCll\Y firing positions usod to rocket LA! KHE and­
DAU TIam. Other docwnonts captured throughout the area of operations pro­
vided useful intelligonce on tho operations and missions of the 82nd Rear 
Service Group. 

Although the intelligence results were relatively light., the extensive 
reconnaissance that was conducted provided higher headquarters with infor­
mation on an area that had not recently been explored. 

d. Phase II: More information was gainod on the activities of the 
96th Artillery Rogimant nnd tho 82nd Roar Service Group. Tho most useful 
intelligence gathorod during Phase II cmna from the nino captured prisonertS. 
Six of the prisoners were from the 96th Artillery Reg:iJoont" and were trans­
porting eight rockets to the LAI KHE area when captured. Three of the rockets 
were captured and five were destroyad by airstrikos. Idmltification of -
transportation clements of the 82nd Rear Service Group camo .from two pri­
sonors captured on 22 May. 

The most significant inteJ.ligenco" however" CDme with the capture of LY 
THAI HIm on 12 Mny. HIEN had been with the Viet Cong for tt-re:nty years. 
He held the rank-of Senior Captain and served as the ltoli tical Security 
Chief for VC Sub-Region 1. This man is caprible of providing llIlch valuable 
information, and was transferred for exploitation by the South Vietnnmese 
Government. 

1 2. ( C) CCHBAT SUPPORr: 

a. Artillery: 

(1) The following units provided direct or general artillery 
support during Operation IDNTANA RAIDER: 

DIRElJT SJPPORl' GEN:m.AL 3JPPORl' 

How/1/11 ACR A Co., 1st Bn, 27th Arty 

Haw/2/11 ACR A Co, 6th lh, 27th Arty 

How/)/ll ACR A. Co, 1 at Bn, 21 at Arty 

C Co, 2nd Bn, 19th Arty C Co, 1 at Bn, 77th Arty 

A Co, 3rd lb, 197th Arty 
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(2) T;ypes oi.' Missions: Contact-clos(3 support accounted for 
50% of the m:i:saions in 4lll phases of Operation M:>N'rl.N11. RtUD.ER. Intelligence 
targets on B-52 strikes, radar readings, and "sniffer" missions comprised 
24% of all missions, precision firing on bunker complexes and base camps 
accounted for 20%., and the rema:1ning missions were registrations, marld.ng 
rounds and defensive concentrations. 

(3) New Techniques: An 0-3 liaison officer was pJ.aced in· each 
squadron headquarters for controlling and coordinating artillery fires. 
AlsO I an FSE was established at Regimental level for control and coordination 
of artillery in and around the areas of operation. The FSE WtlS staffed by a 
lieutenant colonel, a major.1 2 captains and 8 EX. 

(4) Timeliness and . Effectiveness: Poor communica.tions during 
nenrly half' of Operation WNTANA RAIDER made clearance of fires and time­
liness of fires comparatively slow. When conmur.ications were f'unctioning 
correctly', the artillery response was satisfactory. 

the majority of missions were close-in fires on bankers and bunker complexes 
'in heav:lJ.y forested areas. Consequently, the 155-am artillery fire was only 

. marg:i.nally effective. -when using delay fuze" the results were adequate but 
not overwhelming. 105-mm Howitzers could not do dam.:lge underground. 

(5) Problem Areas: 

(a) Forward Observers: It was impossible to fully utilize 
the FO on the ground. He could not see or direct artillery fire through the 
dense jungle terrain. 

(b) Coll1llUllications: Artillery frequencies were contin­
u.aJ.ly a problem. All frequencies used were shared by other units. The 
enormous amount of traffic on artillery frequencies mnde it essential to 
have a discrete frequency. 

(6) Evaluation: The artillery moving with the ground troops 
made a substantial contribution to the success of Operation MONTANA RAIDm. 
11 th ACR troops were constantly'1:mder the range capa.bilities of their organic 
artillery support units. Close-in support nnd blocking fires consistantly 
aided the troops in fixing the enam,y in one place. Base camps and bunker 
complexes were destroyed or exploited after artillery banbardment. This 
method devastatod the Qrca and kept the NVA underground until troops were 
over them. 

b. Air Force: 

(1 ) Sorties Flown: 

TIPE -
Reconru:dssance 

Fighter Support 

PI -
58 
,1 

63 

54 
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(2) Munitions Ex:pended (aounds) : 

TIPE PI pm pn TarAt - - - --
H ... 117 106 106 44 256 

l-r-82 176 132 16 324 

Napalm 30 50 28 108 

(3) Bomb Damage Assessment: 

f! PIlI pn TOTAL - -
Bunkers Destroyed 100 127 45 272 

Dmkers Damaged 4B 44 6 98 

F.i.ghting Positions Destroyed 3 4 2 9 

Trenchline Uncovered (meters) 145 280 0 425 

Confirmed KBA 1 0 5 6 

c. Engineers: 

(1 ) T ask Organization: Dlring Operation }fONTANA RAIDERI the 
1 st Platoon of' the 919th Engineer Compa.n;y was in direct support of' 1 st 
Squadronl 11th ACR1 and Jrd Platoon of' the 919th Engineer Company was in 
direct support of' 2nd Squadronl 11 th ACR. Regimental Headquarters received 
support !'rom the 4th Pla.toonl 919th Engineers. 

( 2) General: (h 12 Aprill going by way of' PHU euONG and eu CIn 
to TAY Nlllli, the 1 st Platoon lef't FEB HOJ:.:tDU :rnN 'With 1/11th ACRe Later 
that day, they laagered o.t n299518. On 13 ApriJ.1 while the line troops 
moved into the AD, the 1 st Platoon escorted fuel tankers to a collection 
point and then proceeded to the jump CP location. Enroute.. The Engineer 
M48A3 tank burned out a .final drive. While dragging the tank back to DAU 
TIENG that night, the platoon came under a heavy volume of automatic weapons 
f'ire. F':ire was returned and the platoon ran the ambush to RON at DAU TIENG. 

On 14 Aprill the platoon, minus the M48A3. tank, lef't DAU TlENG f'or the jump 
CP location. Upon arrival .. the EZlgineers were ilmlediD.tely place OPCON to 
C/l/11th ACR and IOOved out to RON at XT415543. Early the f'olloldng dayl 
the :Ehgineers traveled'to SUOI BA HA01 a tributary of the SAIGON River. 
Using 0. Case 450 dozer .. the platoon emplaced an A.VLB across an 80-f'00t gap 
(n447550) and crossed C Troop. Immediately af'ter the lnst tank crossedl 
the bnnks of' the river collapsed and the bridge, f'ell into the river. The 
next day, af'ter RON at the bridge with 1 st Platoon of' A TrooPI 11th ACR1 the 
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Ehg:i.neers worked feveri~ to recover and re-empl.ace the bridge far A and B 
Troops to cross and reinforce C Troop's contact. FinalJ¥ by noon on 17 
April, the bridge was read;y once more and A and B Troops crossed without 
incident. With all the vehicles across, the &1gineers picked up the AVLB. 

The Eilg1neers were joined by the CP element and escorted the CP north al.ong 
the west bank of the SAlDON River enroute to LZ WHITE. SuddenJ.y, in thick 
jungle at r.rl6"8,, the Imgineers made contact with an estimated NVA battalion 
in heaviJ.y fortif'iod bunkers. The .&:Igineers engaged the enemy and a fierce 
firef'ight ensued for the next three hours. A final sweep of the area re­
vealed 21 NVA KIA, 6 NVA PWls" and numerous en.eDJY weClPOnB captured at the 
loss of 1 US killed and 6 US wounded. Numerous blood trails indicated that 
the enem;.y Ina1' have lost many more. 

On the morning of 18 April, the platoon destroyed twenty well fortified 
1,1 .x 20' x 6' bunkers and agtlin proceeded with the CP to LZ WHITE, where 
they arrived at approximate4r 1130 hours. On 19 April" they left LZ wmTB 
with C and G Troops and proceeded north to LTL 1 3. On 20 April" they con .. 
ducted a mine sweep west along LTL 13 .fran XT39J6~ to lT331'73. Finishing 
the sweep, the platoon road marched back to DAU TIliNG with 1/11th ACR for 
a two dq sta:o.ddD'wn. 

On 12 April" 3rd Plt/919th Ehgrs received word to move to DAU TIENG with 
2/11 th ACR to participate in the operation. Hoving via PHD' WI" PHU CUONG" 
and CU CHI" they arrived and laagered in the vicini ty ~ LZ GRANT. For 
several days the 3rd Platoon conducted minesweeps along LTL 13 and Route 
243, and participated in recovering disabled vehicles. The Engineers also 
pushed up ,00 meters of berm and dug one power sump as' well as one drainage 
SUIIlp for the Howitzer Battery. lllring 17 and 18 April, the Platoon 
remained as reserve for danoli tion duty. The Platoon destroyed. 60 bunkers" 
1.500 pounds of rice" 20 pounds of tetrytol, 600 rounds ,1 caliber ammamition, 
70 boxes of mortar fuses, and 2,0 assorted mortar rounds. on 20 April" the 
3rd Platoon proceeded to DAU TIOO with 2/11 th ACR for a maintenance stand­
dmm. 

lm'ing Phase I, 4th Plt/919th Engrs remained in general support of mack­
horse Base Camp. However, one bulldozer did acccm:rpany the 11 th ACR Head­
quarters to DAU TmlG to prepare an ammmition dtmJp and dig bmkers and 
fighting posi tiona for the ID.ackhorse TOC. 

On 22 April, 1 st Plt/919th Engrs once again marched with 1/11 th ACR, this 
time .from DAD TnNG via PHU CUONG to AN LOC. The begimti.ng of JDTANJ. 
RAI1lm Phase m on 24 AprU found the 1 st Squadron moving west whUe the 
E.ilgineers were being deployed along Route 246 for m:Lnesweeping operations. 
For the next few days the 1 st Platoon cleared the route to LZ JAMIE and 
then continued m:J.nesweeping between LZ JAMIE tltld AN 100. en the evening of 
27 April" the majority of the 1st Platoon was air assaulted to :rr467798 to 
emplace an AVLB. Upon arr.Lvru." however, the stream was discovered to be 
impossible to cross at that point. In order to extract C Troop from that 
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area, the platoon of Engineers moved bad:, Xir.J:'...:.ced the AVLB, and then with­
drew to LZ RITA where t.h$ir ACAVI s and tank joined them the next day. Earl:y 
in the mming on 29 April, the Engineers, along with C Troop and M Company, 
assaulted the bunker complex that had kept 2-7th W pjnned down for three 
days. At the end of the day, 59 NVA had been killed at the expense of 1 
qineer dead and 5 wounded. On 30 April, the arJOOred teams and Engineers 
returned to the contact area and swept through the base camp. They found 
and destroyed numerous aneJIW' l1I11'1itions and supplies. That. evening, while 
moving out of the bunker complex, the Fngmeers made contact with an NVA 
squad resulting·m 6 NVA KIA and no E:ngj.neer casualties. The next day the 
1 at Platoon pulled back to LZ RITA and on 2 Mq they returned to QUAN LOI 
where they began. a maintenance standdo'WIl. 

On 22 April, the Jrd Platoon of the 919th Engineers once again was on the 
move, this time to AN LOG via CU CHI and PHU CUONG. On 24 April, Phase III 
began and the Jrd Platoon left AN LOC and arrived at their new AO by night­
falJ.. llJring this phase the Ehgmeers conducted minesweeps, vehicle recovery 
lIIi..ssions and d.eIoolition duties. They returned to AN roc on 2 May to begin 
a maintenance standdoz. 

On 18 April, two squads of the 4th Platoon, 919th Ehineer Company, were 
dispatched to (VAN LOI to support tho Regimental. Headquarters during Phases 
II and III of the operation. At QUAN LOI the following day they began con­
struction on lmdergr<nmd bunkers for the Headquarter's personnel, 1 20' x 
40' bunker for the TOG, 9 each 101 X 10', 10' X 20', and 20' x 30' bunkers, 
and a road to the Air Section I S maintenance area.. Their efforts were gree.tly 
responsible for the negative casual.Ues resulting £rom the numerous rocket 
attacks at QUAN LOI. 

MJNTANA RAIDER, Phase II began on 7 May. The 1 st Plt/919th Ehgrs left ~AN 
LOI and preceded the 1 st Squadron to their proposed laager position at 
XT642707. The &1gineers illJmediately began construction of what was to 
become FSB GREENE. When 1/11 th ACR arrived, the platoon had finished the 
berm, land clearing, had constructed a Chinook lift" pad and VIP pad, dug 
a sump, and cleared fields of fire. Dlring the remainder of Phase II, the 
1 at Platoon conducted minesweeps, escorted resuppl:y convoys, and inserted 
AVLBls to facilitate the resuppl:y of 1 at Squadron. 

On 7 May, the Jrd Plt/919th Ehgrs left AN LOG and traveled south along 
Route 245. At XT624705 the Fng:ineers inserted and AVLB to cross the 2nd 
Squadron and then proceeded south through the MINH THANH Rubber Plantation, 
leaving the bridge with 1st Plt/919th Ebgrs. In the dqs that followed, 
the Jrd Platoon constructed two NDPI s for the 2nd Squadron and conducted 
several minesweeps. 

The 4th Platoon contimled their support of Regimental Headquarters. On the 
night of 1 2 May at QUAN LOI Base Camp, the 11 th ACR Headquarters came under 
attack from an unknoim size enenu force which had breached the periJooter 
wire. Reactillg to this threat to the TOC, the 4th Platoon was immediately 
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dispatched to the berm and engaged the eIleIV with organic weapons. They 
killed and wounded~" and drove off the rest. At daylight" a sweep of 
the battlefield- revealed 1 2 NVA KI..A, numerous blood trails and a tremendous 
volume of nnmitians left behind" at the loss of one engineer killed and one 
wounded. On 14 Hq" along with Regimental Headquarters" the 4th Platoon 
left ClJAN LOI enroute to BIEN mAe Operation HllTANA RAIDF2 had been completed. 

(3) Problem Areas: 

(a) ElIrployment of the AVLB: Several times bridge sites 
ware chosen by' C<mDDanders and the engineer platoons were told to emplace an 
AVLB at that point. In most every instance" either the stream was too wide" 
or the banks were untrafficable" thus delaying the operation considerably. 
It was suggested that the engineer officer who would :insert the A VLB" be 
allowed to perform a visual recorma:issance well in advance of the proposed 
emplacement. In addition" the engineers should direct traffic across the 
bridge to prevent armor commanders from abusing them. 

(b) 1~ton Cargo Trailer: 1~ton Cargo Trailers proved 
again to be the wrong vehicle for armor operations. There is not enough 
room in an ACAV for a engineer squad" tools and equipment. The trailer 
would be adequate on roads aJ.one" but roads are not tradi tiona1 caval.ry 
terrain. An M.548 tracked cargo carrier per platoon would ease this current 
and recurring lOObUity problem.. 

13. ( C) AIMINIS.rRA.TIV MATI' ERS: 

a. Resu:ppq: DAD' TIENG was selected to be the Reg:illlental forward 
support base Tor Phase I because of its proxi.mity to the area of operations. 
The base had no ASP and only llmited Class m storage capacity. The s-4 
and the Food Service Officer new to DA.U TIENG prior to the Regiment I s 
arrival and coordinated with the 25th &:T Battalion for Class I" III and 
IIIA resupply. Arrangements ware made to thr~put Class V from the 3rd 
Ordnance Battalion at U>NG BlNH on a daily basis. Transportation Orders 
for the first four days of the operation were turned :in to the depot prior 
to leaving BDN IIDA. The quantities requested were calculated to cover 
daily expenditures and to gradllally build up a small stock camnensurate 
with the limited storage ca:pa.city built a.t the base. SUbsequent requests 
ware based on daily expenditures and were··called in to LONG BlNH in the 
evezting for delivery 5 dqs later. The 5-day delay between-Tequest aild -. 
delivery necessitated telephonic changes due to sudden draw-downs of par­
ticular items but, in general" the system worked well and delivered an 
average of 70 tons o£ ammunition a day. There were no Class II or IV 
facilities available at DAU TIENG. These items were shipped from LCIlG Bnm. 
All resupply .trom DAU TIENG to the units was carried out by CH-47, requiring 
35 to 40 sorties a day to lift an average of 140 tans. ReSllPPl¥ was respon­
sive as turn-around times averaged 20 m:1nu.tes. 
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The Regimental TRANS supported Pha.aes II and III £rom WAN LOI. .Again the 
8-4, assistant B-4 and the Food Service Officer flew to ~AN LOI to coordi­
na.te Classes I, III and l1m:ited Class IV with the 1Sth S&S Bnttalion" 2nd 
FSSE and Cla.ss V with the 3rd OrdJ:u:mce Bnttw.1on ASP prior to the Regiment's 
orrival.. Dlring Phase III n.U resupp~ was brought forwtlrd to the units by 
C8-47. D1e to the long turn-around time (average 45 minutes), four CH-47's 
were required to .t':Q' the 3S to 40 dn:1.ly sorties and it wns necessary to 
resupp~ throughout the dayo This ltlck of responsiveness ca.used by the ex­
treme distance tram the fOr'Wtlrd suppl;y base to the area. of operations ho.d an 
adverse effect on tactical operations. The situation was alleviated same­
what by fixed wing deli ver,y of Howitzer am:nmni tion d.uring P.hnse II. Ammnni­
tion was requested through the 1 st Caval.ry D1 vision Support ConIDand which 
arranged for deliver)'" to a fixed wing strip near the !:iring batteries. The 
batteries picked up their ammmi tion at the strip and transported it in 
orgaDic KS4B Cargo Carriers. Although fixed w1Dg supp~ took-mIlch of the 
pressure off helicopter resupp~, it proved unreliable and CH-S4 and cH-47 
sorties were flown from. WAN LOI \to .fill the gaps. 

b. Maintenance: To provide maintenance support far Operation 
MONTANA RAIDER, the , 40th Maintenance Comp8lV Contact Team was increased 
from 2S to 36 men, and an M...aa VTR was added to give heavy lift and recovery 
capability. Major assemblies" such as tank and ACAV engines and transmissions 
were loaded on S&p trailers and moved with the contact team. The increases 
in support maintenance personnel and the procedure of having major assemblies 
on hand, gave good response time even though the Regiment was working up to 
70 mUes from their normal maintenance/supp~ support in LONG BmH. 

The Regiment moved initial.J.y to DA.U TDlil and coordination was made with the 
94th Maintenance Comp~ Contact Team there. This contact team could provide 
only a limited SOln"Ce of repair parts on a fill or kill basis, but it was 
an ideal point of contact for maintenance and supp~ DlesBoges being passed 
to and from WNG Bnnt. Cooperation was excellent and a Ver)'" good working 
relationship developed between the 140th and 94th Contact Teams. 

When the Regiment moved to gJAN LOI for phases II and m of Operation 
MONTANA RAIDER, comple~ new maintenance areas had to be set up, new 
COJDlDllnj,cation channels established, and repair parts started in new convoy 
routes. Tha 610th Maintenance Comp~ Contact Team at ~AN LOI provided 
limited repair parts supp~ on a. fill or kUl basis. Communi.cations to LONG 
BINH proved to be one of the biggest problems at QUAN LOI and it was a con­
tinuous battle to get maintenance and supply status through on the telephone 
circuits. 

IUring Fhases II and III, there were no roads open for maintenance person­
nel and parts to go forwrd, so extensive use ~ made of aerial. 11ft to 
transport parts and people to the field. The ClI-Sit n::ky Craneli was used 
in the closing dqs of the operation to evacuate damaged M113A1' s to <;JJAN LOI 
by air rather than by dragg::l.ng them in with the combat elements. 
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Retrograde of combat loss vehicles was extreI:lely difficult !'.rom both DAU 
TIPNG and QUAN LOI. Tank transporters were in short supply" and a minimum 
of tw dqs t'ln"'ft-around time was experienced at DA.U TIliNG and QUAN LOI. 
Shortage. of tie-down equipnent added to the evacuation prOblEIDSo When the 
vehicles were evacuated to LONG BIBB" there was another delay on turning 
them. in to the CC&S poj,nt because of the lack of peraameJ. in the rear area 
and the amotDlt of paperwork involved. 

COlI PersaoneJ. and Administration: During Operation MOOTANA RAIIlERj 
the B-1 element of the jtmJp dR·. departed BnN IDA to DAU TIliNG with one ~,ap­
tai.n and one Aargeant first olass., DLfficulties in ccmmmications and 
errat:Lc courier service created problems which had not been encOWltered by 
th;ts same team in the previous operation" ATLAS WElGE. The length and 
mdgnitude of the operation was marked by a substantial incretlSe in the 
number and importance of vistors. The resultant increase in protocol affairs 
alone necessitated the Adjutant1s presence, and an increase in personnel 
to one major, one captain, one sergeant first class" one sergeant/security" 

,land two clerk/drivers. 

IQring the operation. the forward 3-1 was engaged in preparation of the 
Regimental COlIIIlander l s correspondence" casualty reporting" liaison with 
UFO at BIP.N HOA to provide immediate replaCEments for hard ldt units, and 
to redistribute personnel assets. Courier aircraft were scheduled and 
controlled; however" distcibution was handled by the Commmications Platoon. 

At DA.U TIENG and again at (JIAN LOI" barbers were prov.ided in adequate numbers 
for the troops as they returned to the base area for maintenance standdo'WllS. 
No significant problems were noted in the area of diSCipline" law and order. 
Red Cross girls were provided at every opportunity from BIP.N IDA" TAY NINH" 
and LAI KHE. 

During the three phases of the operation, .. twenty-nine 11 th ACR personnel 
were killed, eight of whom were tre.ck Oommanders. Sixteen additional US 
soldiers died wh:lle 'Wlder the operational control of the 11 th ACR. A total 
of 240 men were wounded, 90 from OPCOO' units and 150 .from the 11 th ACR. 
Thirty-four track cOIllDallders were wounded. 

14. (C) plm'mENT OR UNUSUAL ASPml'S OF THE OPPEATION: 

a. IQr:i.ng Phases I and II, most of the operational areas had not 
previously been penetrated by armor vehicles. 

b. III contrast to the enemy base areas in the LAM: 800, CATCHER'S 
MITT" and MICHELIN, the ooeII\Y stood fast and fought rather than attempt to 
break contact and withdraw. 

c. This operation reinforced the theory that fortified enemy base 
camps should not be attacked by infantry alone) the mobility and firepower 
of armored vehicles is necessary both for penetration of these areas and 
the reduction of friendl.y casualties. 
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d. furing the operation, the Rebiment moved over 1000 miles. Over 
200 miles were on the roads, while nearly 800 miles involved jungle brealdng 
operations including close enemy contact. 

e. Throughout the operation, the need for extensive engineer support 
was constantly demonstrated. Engineers were invaluable for route reconnais' 
eanee, mine clearing, preparation of river crossing Sites, clearing of landing 
zones, and construction of NDP's and baae areas. The AVLB proved to be a key 
vehicle throughout the operation. 

f.. Most of the operation took place in heavily jungled areas without 
accessible or secure land LOe's. Squadrons relied heavily an 101578 1 s and MB8's 
(recovery vehicles) to maintain the combat effectiveness of the armored 
vehicles over a sustained period of time. 

g. Again the marriage of TAC Air, the helicopter, tank, ACA V, and 
the foot soldier provided an effective combat team for operations in a 
jungle envirorunen t. 

15. ( C) LESSONS LEARNED: 

a. OBSERVATION: Area reconnaissance vs zone reconnaissance. 

EVALUATION: ~Jhen time and terrain permi.t, area reconnaissance 
is much more effective than zone reconnaissance. A zone reconnaissance per­
mits the enemy to zoove in front of the advancing force thereby avoiding 
detection. Area reconnaissance provides for more troops in and around a 
given area, thereby increasing chances for making contact. 

" 
RECCMMENDATION: Whenever posaibla_ ~.NGODnt'.iss~ce should 

b..; conductod in lieu of zone raconn:::.iss&Ulco. 

bl> OBSERVATION: Need for infnntry. 

EVALUATION: The T<Xi.E of ~ m'll1Orcd cavdxy troop docs not provid\.) 
for ~doquc..tc infcntr.y forces needed for searching end cleQTing bunker com­
plcxes or providing ~dequ~tc flank security for nrmored columns involved in 
extensive jungle busting operations. 

RECCH1ENDATION: Dismounted infantr.y elements should contiime 
to be cross attached Hith armored elements tihenever possible. 

c. OBSERVATION: Tanks need highest manning priority. 

EVALUATION: Tanks and 11551 's CaIU'lot effectively fight wi. th 
less than 4-man crens although ACAV's can. Furthermore, tanks are required 
"n1enever jungle busting is involved. M551 , s and ACAV's are less critical. 
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RECC!1MINDATIOn : ~ianning priori ties for armored vehicles should 
be in order: tanks~ H55' 's" and ACAVls. 

d. OBSERVATION: Keep crews 'With disabled vehicles. 

EVALUATIOU: Often crew members of broked dO'un or damaged 
vehicles are transl'eITed to other vehicles. Once a vehicle is repaired, 
it-often takes considerable time to round up its crew so that it can be 
re-emp10yed. 

R.EC<J.R'IElIDATION: -:1hen vehicles become inoperative, the crews 
should remain With them until they are repaired and ready to fight. 

e. OBSERVATION: Use of disabled vehicles. 

EVALUATION: Throughout the operation" v91uc1es tlbat were damaged 
were evacuated to central nDP's and RON positions. They were then employed 
in a static defensive role around these positions thereqy releasing more 
operational vehicles for combat operations. At some points in the operation, 
as m.any as 10 or 1 2 disabled vehicles were the primary" defense around NDPI s 
and RON positions. 

RElXHM]NDATIOH: Disabled vehicles, whenever possible, should 
be employed in static defensive roles. 

f. OBSERVATION: Importance of engineer vehicles. 

EVALUATION: Throughout the operation AVLB1s, CEV1s, and rt1 
dozers were used extensively. The Armored Vehicle Launched Bt-idge (AVLB) 
was probabJ.t the single most important vehicle in this operation. A total 
of 17 gaps 'Here bridged throughout the entire operation. The CEV was 
frequently used to clear landing zones" improve AVLB crossing sites and 
provide security for engineer mine sweep teams. rtl dozers were constantly 
used for clearing firing positions for artillery batteries, clearing fields 
of fire around perimeters, and constructing fords. 

RIDOMMEllDATION: Adequate organic engineer support should always 
be provided to the §quadrons when on operations such as 110llrAN! RAIDER. 

g. OBSERVATION: Importance of Vl'RI s. 

EVALUATION: Throughout the operation adequate LOCI s into the 
AOIS were practica:uy nonexistent. Extensive maintenance and recovery 
operations were b,y necessity performed in the field. Extensive M578 and 
MB8 support was required to maintain combat effectiveness. 

RECOMMEiIDATIOl{: Every effort should be made to provide the 
max:imum VTR support possible to forward elements involved in simi 1 ar opera­
tions. 
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h. OBSmVATIOliJ: JtIost effecti va combat team. 

EVALUATION: The most effective organization for canbat during 
jungle busting operations is a headquarters element (Trp/eo), tank section 
or platoon, reconnaissance platoon, infantry platoon, and an AVLB and 14132 
Zippo !f practical. This team provides speed, firepower, st~ power, 
and the ability to effectively break jungle. The infantry" is most adapted 
to provide security for the armored vehicles and search enenu complexes. 

R.FX:G1HElmA.TION: Balanced teams, to include infantry, tanks, 
ACAV's, and specia! purpose vehivles provide the most effectiVe organization 
for combat during jungle busting operations. 

i. OBSmVATION: Establish and maintain contact. 

EVALU.ATION: The importance of air cavalry to establ:tsh and " 
maintain contact ~ ..... _lIteIIrJU;1asized. Air cavalry is constantly re­
quired to scout the areas, find targets, locate routes for reinforcements, 
as well as guide tanks and armored vehicles throug.L'1 the jungle. 

R.EXX!1MENDATIOll: \-lhenever possible, pink tea:ms (1 LOH and 1 cobra) 
should be placed in direct support of advancing ground elements. 

j. OBSERVATIon: Reaction time. 

EVAW.ATIOU: Although tanks and ACA va s provide the JOOst effective 
reaction force, often considerable time is required for linkup, especially 
in heavy jungle. The decision to reinforce with armor should be made early 
to allow for this time lapse. 

R~OMMENDATION: Don't hesitate when deciding whether or not 
to reinforce with amor. 

k. OBSERVATION: Logistical tail wags tactical dog, 

EVALUATION: Extensive jungle busting operations take a heavy 
toll on all types of armored vehicles. This is especiaJ.ly true of tanks 
which are always placed in the lead. Mines, RPGI s and maintenance failures 
make sustained operations for longer than 10 days almost impossible, 

RBXlniENDATION: E:x:\:.ensive jungle busting operations should be 
limited to 7 - 10 days. Adequate time for maintenance rehabilitation should 
be provided subsequantly. 

1. OBSFBVAXIOlf: Food container, disposable, Far 7360-999-3860, 
was introduced to the 11 th ACR during Operation 110HTAllA RAIDER by CW2 
Fryer, Food Service Advisor. 

EVALUAXION: The disposable food container is a styrofoam-lined 
cardboard box which holds three polyethylene bags to keep food warm for 
field serving. 'It holds up well under normal handling and has the same 
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capacity as the standard I-1:er Nac inBUlated food container. Once it1s used, 
it is thrawn s:wtq or burned so it presents no cleani:r::lg or sanitation problem 
and requires no backhaul aircraft. It was first used extensively in Opera .. 
tion MONTANA RAIDm and was entlmsiastically accepted by mess personnel of 
the 11th ACR and OPCatJ units. 

R.EXX)MHE1~1JATION: All ground units, particuJ.arly those with _. 
limited air assets shoUfd requisition these items well in advance of ex­
tended field operations and should have enough to provide to OPCON units. 

m. OBSERVAXION: Uater eontainer, air droppable, 3 gal, FSi1670-
832-5917, was introCblced to the 11 th ACR during Operation !lONTANA RAIDER. 

IWALUAXION: The 3 gal water container consists of--a package 
of polyet.h¥lene tubes with tubes, and can be dropped from. tree-top level 
with little chance of breakage to troops who have no LZ. It was used to 
same extent by the Aero R1.fle Platoon of the Air Cavalry Troop, but it is 
onJ.y of 1im:i ted vallle to the tank and ACAV troops lIDO can clear their own LZ. 

REPOMM.ENDATION: Infantry units can most benefit by use of this 
item, but the 11th ACR can use it for OPCOO un:t.ts and emergency resupply. 

n. OBSERVAXIati: The CH-54 "Flying Granet! was utilized to evacuate 
three inoperative M113A11 s during the operation. 

EVALUAXIat.f: To evacuate a M113A1 by CH-54, it must be pulled 
to a secure LZ, the 'engine relOOved and the tracks taken off. This necessarily 
takes some time and planning, but if the choice is betlreen this and dragging 
it over 20 miles of jungle roads l-r.ith another combat vehicle, air evacuation 
is far superior. 

R&::<J.ntIENDAXION: All mechanized units should be briefed on 
preparation and SlIilging of the M113A1, so that the option of air evacuation 
is open to them. 

15. (C).C<l'1MANDERIS AlIALYSIS: In Operation MOUTAlJA RAIDER the sources of 
intelligence used by the Regiment were required to be those which could 
provide immediately exploitable information. The only two sources of 
intelligence which met this requirement were visual reconnaissance and 
information provided by pt'isoners and documents. Prior to deploying forces 
into B.Ir¥ of the areas of operations, the Air Cavalry Troop naw extensive 
visual reconnaissance nissions. Sightings made b;y the Air Cavalry Troop 
were used to plan ground operations, and target :8-52 and TAC Air strikes. 
Once contacts were initiated in enemy base areas, the Air Cavalry Troop 
served to direct ground elements around obstacles and to enemy positions. 
Prisoners and doC"lll1lents provided the Regiment with Order of Battle informa­
tion; however, through rapid interrogatioh, inforIilation from pt'isoners was 
provided to commanders in the field and served to assist grmmd operations. 

25 

CONFIDENTIAL 

i 
, ~ I , \ . ..-. -. .; .. , " :-.J,,_ ".' NtJ./:L ':23:;:'([, I 
I , 1/1 "4,'" - _. U-/rs: . , ., \ V f.AJ ... ""\' . ":l It ' 
I -~ -----_.'" j'\, ,i.,j""I. --- ._" I 



Reproduced at the National Archives 

CONFID.3:NTIAL 

other intelligence sources-Red I-Iaze" SUR, Sniffer" and agents, were unable 
to provicie the :iJi1mediate and readi1.y exploitable information required by the 
Regiment. 

In respe.Jt tp intelligence gathering" Operation 110NTAHA RAIDBR was a modeat _ 
success. Phase I produced significant intelligence ~ the dispositions of 
the regiments of the 1 st nVA Dirision. The interrogations conducted also 
provided usei'ul :information on the food procurement system of the 82nd Rear 
Service Group along the SAIGON River corridor. In Fnase IT we were unable 
to confirm the presence of the 7th INA Dirision elements in the MINH THANH 
area, however, we 1rere able to define the routes of travel and the cache 
locations used in the movement of rockets by the 82nd Rear Service Group 
between Cambodia and 1AI KIm. In Phase III, our inteJJigence confirmed the 
presence and activities of the 82nd Rear Service Group in the area. The 
thirteen caches tl1at were located during Phase III deprived tL'1e enemy of 
large quantities of food and amrnuni tion" and put a sever. strain on his 
logistical s.ystem. 

D3spite the logistical problems encountered worldng in these remote areas, 
resupply 'Was generally SIOOoth and responsive. Careful coordination with 
local support units and the WNG ~INH Depot kept the Regiment adequately 
supplied inspite of the five-day 'time lag between ordering and receipt of 
supplies. Eh.-tensive use of GH-47 and CH~ helicopters for vehicle recovery 
and resupply lightened the problem of shortages in recovery vehicles and 
unsecure or impassible secondary roads. 

Operation MONTANA RAIDER 1-TaS a successful example of a Cover and D3ception 
Plan. Dlring Phase I" the eneIW 'Was misled into believing that the Regiment 
intended to operate in the vicinity of mrr BA DEN. The plan included the 
"loss'l of fabricated overlays and the use of fictitious security slips in 
radio transmissions. Ground elements 'Were moved toward 1ruI BA Dar and visual 
recormaissance 'Was nade in that area. Once the RegL-nent arrived in the DAU 
TIENG area, the 1 st and 2nd Squadrons moved along the road toward lillI BA DEN, 
but on the following morning they S1-rung south acros s the previous dayl s 
route, surprising the eneIl\Y' forces in the MU THUG area. 

In Phase II of the operation, another Cover and Deception Plan was dra'WIl up 
indicating that the Regiment intended to operate in the AN IJJC area. '\oA1en 
the 1 st and 2nd Squadrons left their standdo'WIl positions on 7 May, they 
moved toward the proposed area but then strung s1carply south into 1-mrn THANH. 
This overall deception plan in conjunction withe actual planned operations, 
reduced the probability of encountering mines and ambushes and allowed the 
RegjJnent to capitalize on its speed and mobility. 

Operation MONTANA RAIDER proved tha.t ~ere are no untankable are as If • Huch 
of the operation was conducted in heavily jungled terrain laced with numerous 
lvater obstacles. .AJ. though aput,fic areas proved the match for the armored 
vehicles, vrl.thin all AO's considerable terrain existed which could effectively 
be penetrated by ACAVl s and Sheridan l s preceded by tanks. 
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:r.l0b'TANA RAIDER demonstrated the ability of an l.rT.lOred Cavalry Regiment# 
reinforced by infantry and air cavalry" to effectively conduct sustained 
operations in heavil:y jungled areas. HOliT.AliA RAIDER accomplished the mission 
of locating enemy base camps and destroying the personnel and material found 
in than. MONTANA Rll.IDER cost the enemy dearly as re.nected in the total 
enemy losses for the operation. 
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Task Organization OUtline 

12 AprU 

The 11 th ACR( -) moved to the DAU TIENG area under the following task 
organization: 

1 11 ACR 
111 ACR 

C/1/11 ACR 
D/l/11 ACR 
Plt/919 E.hgr(-) 

~11 ACR 
2711 ACR 

G/2/11 ACR 
H/2/1l ACR 
Plt/919 Ehgr 

t1!t Con 
CaY Trp 

919 Ehgr{-) 
HQ, 8...6 Arty (DS) 

How/2/11 ACR 
How/3/11 ACR 

Upon am val in the DlLU TIENG area~ 1/11 ACR assumed OPCON of C/1-8 CaY 
and 2/11 ASR assumod OroON of A/1-8 Cav., IV1/11 ACR moved soparately from 
the SA.IG<li-Tal area and became OPCON 2/11 ACRe 

13 April 

Operations in Phase I ~"Ore initiated undor tho following task organization: 

TF 1 11 ACR 
Ii 1 ACR 
C/1/11 ACR 
D/1/11 ACR 
c/1-8 Cay 
Plt/919 Ehgr{-) 

TF 2~11 ilCR 
W'2I1 ACR 
H/2/11 ACR 
B/1f11 ACR 
J./1.8 Cav 
Plt/919 Engr{ .. ) 

TF +-8 Cay 
Bl1:a Cav 
D/1-8 Cav 
E/1~ Cay 
D/2 .. 12 Cav 
G/2/11 ACR 
Plt/H/2/11 !~CR 
Sqd/919 Ehgr 

1k APril 
P1 t IV1-8 C£xv roloasod OPCON 1-8 Cav. 
Pl t IV1-8 Cav OPCON 1/11 ACRe 

15 AprU 

~tCon Cav Trp 
919 Fhgr(-) 
HQI 8-6 Arty (DS) 

How/2/11 IlCR 
How/3/11 ACR 
C/2-19 Arty 

A/l/11 ACR(-), C/1/11 ACR{-), 2 Plts/D/1/11 ilCR & Plt/C/1-8 Cav roloased 
OPCON 1/11 itCR. 
A/1/11 ACR( -), C/+/11 14CR( -), 2 Pl ts/D/1 /11 ACR e:. Pl t/C/1-8 Cav OroON 1-8 Cav. 
B/2-7 Cav OPCON 1-8 Cav. 

D/1-5 Cav OPCON 1-8 Cav It 

16 April 
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D/1/11 ACR (-2), PI t/ A/l /11 ACR, & PI t/ 0/1/11 L.CH releo.sod OPCON 1/11 ACR. 
D/l/11 !eR (-2), Pl t/ A/1 /11 ACR, & PI t/ C/l /11 AOR OPCON 2/11 AOR. 
Pl t/D/l-5 CD.V roloD.sod OPCON 1 -8 CD.v. 
Plt/IVl-5 CttV OPCON 2/11 Aen. 
All/ll ACR(-), C/l~+ ACR(-), Plt/0/l/11 ACR, 2 Plt/D/l/11 ACR & Plt/c/l.8 
CD.V released OPCON 1-8 CD.v-. 
All/l1 ACR(-), C/l/11 ACR(-), Plt/C/l/11 ACR, 2 Plt/D/l/ll ACR & Plt/C/1-8 
Cav OPCCti 1111 ACR. 
B/l/11 AOR(-) reloased OPCON 2/11 ACR. 
B/l/11 ACn( -) OPCON 1/11 ACR. 

18 April 

C/1-5 Cav OPCON 1-8 Cav. 

19 April 

RIF operations were terminated on 19 April as units moved towards DAU TIENG 
for a 2 day maintonance standdown. 

1)11 ACR 
1/11 ICR 

B/l/11 ACR 
0/1/11 ACR 
D/l/11 ACR 
Plt/919 Engr(-) 

No change. 

2/11 ACR 
FJ2/1i lOR 
G/2/11 ACR 
H/2/11 ACR 
Plt/919 Engr 

20 ~ 21 April 

22 Ae£ 

~tcon 
Cav Trp 

919 Ehgr(-) 
HQ, 8 .. 6 Arty (DS) 

How/2/11 f .. CR 
How/)/ll ACR 

Upon nrri val in tho QUNl LOI m'oa, 1/11 ACR asswnod OPCON of B/2-7 Cav and 
2/11 ACR asawned OPCON of A/1-8 CD-v. 

2) April 

D/1/11 ACR reloased OPCON 1/11 ACR. 
M/)/11 ACR OPCON 1/11 f~CRo 

24 April 

The Regiment moved into tho 11.0 for Pb.o.se III with no chango in tn.ak organization. 

25 April 

Operations in Pb.o.so III woro initiated under tho following tnak orgo:nizntion: 
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