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AVIC..cO 

DEPARTl'.EN.r OF THE ARMY 
HEaAIX.:UART&.5, 11TH ARMCJmD CAVAL1:.Y REGDfr,;Nl' 

APO San Francisco 96257 

Sua.nxn'I tf3 Armor Oparatims in Vietnam 

22 Mq 19f:IJ 

1. This resume brietl.y outlines the 11th Armored Caval..ry P.egiment's 
.Jart1c1patiCll in Operation Montana Raider during the period from 12 April 
1969 to 14 Nay 1969. while the Regiment was OPCON to the 1st Air Cavalry 
D1v18imo 

2. It is hoped that the significance of this extensive jungle oparation 
cCllducted by the Blackhcrse Reg:l.nalt JJaq be or acme value in furtherance 
of tank ani c.lvalry operations in South Vietnam" 
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CONfiDENTIAL 
"B.lAI..iKHO.(,S.c; ON T .. C; lIDI E" 

Addre S8 ':4. Vtln By 
L!olone1 JA,;t':'s Ho .1&.CH 

Cawaanding ot.t'1cer, 11th Armored. Cavalry .Regiment. 

TO 

The Ait.Vl.j Armor I,;onference 
22 l~ l.)\J9 

toG&.Y, I w.J.l cover one brief, 12-day oparatico oalled l·!iX;','A.A fuUD.:;rl., 
WbiUll lA8 based on a conodpt. pl'eparC)(l by t.he staffs .::f the ls t Air Javalry 
JJi./ialon, all,," t.r'.e llth Armored Javalry riegimdnt., in fuJ.fil.1.mBnt ot a II 
f1.:.ld laree NG,ldrement tv recannoi ter seJ.acted hostile aceaa of known enemy 
s<l41.Ctu.aries, lulic.~h had not reoently been inv9st.:i.gated.. As a mat.ter of tact, 
lilO.;:it. or i.h~5.; areas had navur basn penetrated by arsnor) 

Operat.~on M lUi'ANA 1tA.l,r.:.;;;< ilas ;;::mduct.eu in three phases betw!sn 12 
April and 14 May" The scene '01 1.;18 0 :drati0n was in Northern III CI)R.PS; in 
East.cll*n ilar Zone (J, 'r::e are!!. of o:>crat JDS st.raddled the SAD'N River, and 
was UOUl1Q:tu by t.:lC 1~A..u ).JiA;~ Sonier on the North, t.hL~ l-t.[CiL...lN Plantation 
on t,~ ;:)outh 1 Highway 1.3 on i.he ..;ast) dna j'uI BA :,";;,';:>11 ~"he West, To ai.d 
in famiJ.iarizat-:l.,oi1, t~ c:;'t"ies ;:;t DA\; 1'1..LG, l'AY .;,dHi, and Ail LX; are notr8d 
on t, tlt1 • .ap • 

Tbe area.s of ope,ra~io;l~ io: ea.;h ~)ha5'~ ;,u's ,;h'iwn .;n C<:J.e ll'.ap: t'hase I 
QC~ .u-rtotd J.n t..Ilfl Cl'eSC~:H:t [U'~D. l.o:otr.::::;:; at 01 !)'\L .'1 , .. 1.1 J i'hase II Nort.h ot t.he 
razorback, a •• u :"1'J.i:3e Il i ::':1 ~:1'3 . ":..;' '.:.' i.-l;.H al'Ua, 

All ::.nrt:l€ al',,: '1.S of 0pF,;::-aL:'.ld ?~'.: "i.:l~wd l.S wi'.:.n :i:l.r.u.J..a.r t.errain oro­
bleN. it. suo:.;t:.Cl:;':,iaJ. ~on .... ::m r::,f ~~~: ar::a 'Nas ;::oVQ!'od witl: doubl~ and triple 
canopY' jWlultl, CiC,..:t r.ra'/ersed by ;r..tr.,-;:;·), .... 3 streams ':lo:.dng iHto trOO 0A.i JON 
d1ver. TlI~ lQ1T!'iJl WdS !10t. J)al'Yi';..:.1.a1'1J ~"b.;eci; however, t;:e dense jl.i.ngle 
cover foredO oW' r..r;,lOt'-..i.nfa.;tcl L,,;';.IS to break j,mg1e auring t.'S c:ntire 
OPdr& t. ... 0110 

00 

Mstt.:rn iHU' Zlme :; nad. lOll'; ~en e~tabllshdd as a rear service area 
ahci. t,rarui:)v.rt.ii.uon zone ;:or t~i:e me;') Hna dqlliprJiunt ~llttJring ~outh '/ietnam 
irOtI1 ~A..'I.J,j.j ,loA:> .:.l.:,il:;ll:'f'·j; t.;.:,.J :.orotn. V i~1jfUlJ~SC di '/isi ::ms were l>dliev~d to 
" ojlf:tratJ.ut.; l.l~ ~h~ a1'\:l3.1 ;:.::;",.:'hU', ::';1<': exact regimiJnt,~l identificat.ions and. 
their .Local; ,on5 '.<',!l'f,l tUI.,.'<no'·'n, '1(;,:;:. ",8 arn'!ed in the arl::a, it. wa~ .felt that 
t.hd thrdG rebifllcll1t.B Ot ... !19 1st i';ilA "iv1sion Here disl")dr::::ed ':lest. ot t.he ~IGOiJ 
l1.iver \lith t,:le 9::iC Reei.'1ldut in,;,he Cl'eSC~{lt area, t.he 18B R~giment. North of 
laa(LIl{; sone ('L ...... T J aI!d v:1a 10lD .!tet;;irll,mt North of ;~t,IIA' D..:.;N. tAtr subsequent 

. llltelllUIj·!ccl i'l..'1di!lGS :..lurin~ Phase I nroved ~his susoocted confibrurat:., '~n 
IiIn" ooeou 8 0 uast of the ,jr~I:.JuN itber, :...he 71.h N',A DiVi!:li7.l was ~1ievec', to 

CONFIDENTIAl 
:r: GLASSIFI:: f) 

I I , .... -.:. ... AJN.b~235tU J r . ..J';l';·I~J-~Yf--

I :: ,J""tJ I~'O' G:·~II-JS: ; : _} ____ ;,r..;..r\ ... ,~ ._"" 
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be uis~.csca _ .• 0;~i'" \;"'le h~;_~;!.~-'.: :-~- .. <~.:>,:>: ;.ct, IjU J',l"/Ll.j.·ilt.L'u. 'toi e]. I Cl1.l.ri'.:ior" 
ill 5" .-,..... ,,-; ., -~ t", I' • -, -:t " : • '\ • ., to- ~- -d "~- t ,. 40 \-" :.. T" '.I i~~ - '!.. ~ ~ .. hd lu 'tJ. '~LlJ,.,",.;<} .',"v v;_ . .l;.,,,.,~. t.._ .. ;u ~_"(;"~\F.:! .. I-"'S norl,o;j. 0_ ... I,t;: .~v_.~....ll' 

.rl.wta't.J.vn, "l,e l.~l~t. ;.egin!t!l(v i:: :.hs ;. J..J1Hi ,Cl< Area .. ~mC1 tne ~09t.n de6im,mt 
o~ra~ alOI:;; :,t1/j !';orri<.J.or' fr·::,!., a ba.33 .dl lind •. J..'ili ';'ll.,~H ~'ea, 

Thu~" our i •• tellig",ilce 6ath~rinb ot-jtlctives bdcame cwo fold; The 10c­
atJ.Oll C:u!d 1Je.:Lruc,,~on of tme.my rear ~,~r"'ice areas .. <lnd tiecondly, the id~nt­
ificatioll aHa ~sr..n.ct~on of the n.ec;illlclnt.s of t.htl 1st and 'lth hV.1. l.J'ivi~ion.s, 

':?drac.:"v!l j-Din';':;}. .. A.1...; ...... , J.C t. a:1/ beGa!l on 12 A::n'il Hnen t:1e 1st 
Ai ... ~avalrJ l.Iivis~on a:.:,.;;wued olierational ,:ontro1 of the 11th Annortlu ";av­
a.lrll~ec.;;i.I~nt \-)0 A rcini'orc~j illfautry oat.tal::.on, 11 utn Cavalry, was 
proviUdu 0/ tat1 ~.;;t. .Air Java.lry .ui. i:;ic.·n t.o create "-ile :;oniliil1l..!d arms tea.'llS 
Dlitcessary t,.:.;- ~xpJ.l)i t t.r.t: arda of.: o;'dl'a ti .;,13 assigi'l·.:d for Phase 1" The 
rtsg1ment. 'lias aStij.gned lobe missi:.m too ~o:,duct ~onnai6sance in Force in 
the creSC6n~ area) 

~~r .lor tJ;) t,hol dt::pl')~;rljer~", of f:).!·~,;s int.o t.ha :-'hase [ 3.!'62 :)f ooera~ 
tivns J 9-';V~;':'a.:. ;:·,;,·')pe!at..~~na';' :...;:,>. ~'_ -,:";" 'Ne!'cl ~ondi.l.:te(j~ 

t~ t.":/er iJ.~.(4 .';.lcc .. ·::'tj·.;, J.~_'l; :oii:c';; ··:r;;_::':i~ .. .;;" \-Jh.!..::h led t.ha .;!~';m:r to bH­
L~'!.,:~ ~~~3.:' '':'!~ij -·:.;';~ii:;ldr.t· ,,;' ... :3 ::l::'i._:lG H·:~·cn.)1.. !~UI JA j.~~\~, Ifha :-}l'j.:1 in.~'!'~·j,·,(: 
~he !.tlos~'! ;_ i,.·::'.r:.~';"':',c:·.~ ~-1~ .. ::"':._,-:: ::: .• _J .~.~ ~(;:~:\J.~. ~.:.se ';; tt3f::._;.. __ ~·it"y sl.:'.~SH 

.u! ~.-:"i..~-.."; ...... --..;-'J:l.~ . ..: .. ~.:.~~;.~; .. : J.-:~-:~ ....... _r,. :~':J' :! ..... >:. ... :.\~. f<...~!-::t:;.: ~Lt! :-:O'f;0T ':i;1~ ·~c~-::~~i)n 

. !:,'".1 ·2 ·t~ 3. )~. 'J0era:. ....... !l3 .... ~ :a.~{;er 

}vS:' t,,~ .)r10 a· .... a:.- l·"j.:. .!. L~\~ ;_:n ~ ;~~:, .. :~\ i. lt~. ~I1eS(' ~~=1ac:'"-~r ...)c~i: .~c-n3. ::'!If.J.11 t.ry 
~UJapi\.n.i~i;i t.er:a .i.~ •. :·~.,6.~J. u.t..;: ... ;:ti l':'r:..· c·d ... '_ 8t: ... ::..~~-·.'..a :)·::u~:~.~"·.rJ.s~ .-;r~ 1;; i~~i:'il 

::)Eh;Jndl/ , a.r~'~ -aZ~IISi':cl 'J:';;;~3.~ rr::.:: . .':ma:;.ssa.'1ce ,)rOt:r~i. was .... ;(,cb.~ct~<i 
irA t.lle aL· ... <i :< _ ~4,::\[.i ,;IS ' .... :.·i C",-'.!;: : .1./:; aJJa.c':rlt. a!'Si:lS III ',he Ail' ~a' ... a1:Y' 
'i'['~~0i-': :"ho ~!:.J..-' ~,·.~il-~iof'. ~;fl~h...! .... ;,.i 1:.J.:j u:;·:;:j l.'J ~~ri~)r ~)~~·'1!J,.:.d _·.)·~~)2 ~'a!'bt:.:t., :J(;d:~f;~ 

Or: .1.2 i1.).L _!_ 1 ... ~~') 1.-~ .... · .. -~~,-;;7., ,:~~- .... i:J l:.t.~: J:r'J..~ore!..l ·.;.3,\"al:'y" ::.:~._;i.n.;j!lt fr-oID t;10 

LA •. .:A'., ,;)10 .. ~L,ji: .. \..)., :i.:·~ .. ';'S ',~~, ~~ ..:omp~ ::;l1-;Q ·"hen the :'.;0 SquJ.C'.u',:ms and tile 

lIt:Qdqua.rWrs ,:l~j:'~:l':' r<.i.;'-;a~·;", ?t ;:ii!.e~. f!"om J.:..:.li H ',:'. ;"0 ~!~'ici:lit.Y af 
,UA ..... .J. ......... ,J ,d •. i. c:'\: .~SC .;,," .',.;\,; .'.' 01' lI!CV-..l ... ~nt IJL'oc;J",:lea f:,or. Ji ~N dJA to 
J,'.II; .. ;.I~i ... ~ ..• ;..I.~:~.~:.-:. ~·I.'" _· .•. il,·J ,:',' ,~ .~., .-"....,. ).;, t'1U,'1 .. ' ... U" ~taJ -. i '{'" L- ..., - '1 .4 ____ ~_. _ - ~ <1_ .,_.},. ... ..;_ 4 ..... : >wi 4":'-, "' • .t.·~.d d..t.....,.i:lL -'J~Gdn I J. vO !; !"-i. : 

.. :. ~.~ ~ . 
. ' , . ' . ~ - , .. 

~u.aur ... :.r., ~ .• :'···.!'t ... ') .... , ....... _ ... ...;,_ ?...:. ,~'"'::.~,~:..-.: i'~.';~ i.l-: ::~{~ .~.:·._~:.1~1 ..;;.;!~-~ c~~~·-:-ti·)Tl 
plan; wh.! -'-~~ '::-',':: .. ' ~ ~:_" ~"I"'~ 2, :~-.: ' .. ~~ ~/~_ .. -.:..~:.~ . ....... (1 ~~'~lL~~~.~. ~.~ of \:~~.,~~ :.~_"~-""~.1 ir~to ~1.~iJ 
'rl..:l __ G ~a--j.~ ..... ~ 00 :~;)~.; C .•. t~ .f;~~!(.\: ,\.!;::- frOM ,,:-:' .. ~_ :} ~~._ . .j GO D.;·: r: .... :., th~ Air' 
"a"-'-~' '.;'." .'"; .... , .. , - ,., ". .,., , ..., .c:t...L,.I.'_" ~ -, ~- ~~ __ \.:;~-\.:.. :;'.'-,.:' ~.:~ 'J:.;'~ Y.:.~l..''' .'" C, .~.J ~ <, ")r:=\2:'c:'J t:1r'~l.l~:n :,r:;.,5 

area wht::"~ ... '- .~- 0:.'" >! ':'~",< ~A~U ,:.:,;.>;,~,"'; ·':"-.C'lS:>~3~ ·.:'he l;'\("·;erHm.t '>/3.3 
maue . .: t. 

:J::CLJ\SSlfl:D 

I ' ..... -'~'" A .... '" o--'-:J ~t..L/ 
r . .J.;I~·'I'l "."u ~-y--

I, -r"/_1 ",,,,. ~ •• )'_I.,r 
: :;}' ~~ d ,,1'\. -,r'. l.j.: I -'U-._~ .;)_~ 
I-.... .. ~_--....... ------------- . 
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Phase I ot O(K:tration ,M·)NJ.'AM ii.AIDA.i. began on 13 AprU tile general 
aooOtlpt. ot lIMae I was for our two ~uadrons and one Battal1cn ~ask }t'orC8s 
t..o aOllUuct. zone rea:)unaisaanc8 in th..,lr resp8ct.ive A l' 8, in General Support 
to tJJa .ia~1.DMJnt.. provided -Pink Tea.lIs" (1 .)9)A and 1 Cobra) for t.hree 1;ask 
forces. The Air l.lavalr7 Troop was also waked to conduct.. Air ODA ot 0-S2 
St.ri..k.eJ8, and to provlue the Adro-.Klfle Platoon (AUP) for i..m.IIIadiate exploit..­
ab.18 1iar~dt8o 

l~ Tbd first s1.t:n1f1oant contact.. oacurl-ed on 13 April when t.he AdPa 
f1D6,dQ cuid. vnt..l'enandd eDl:lll,1 forces c:b.&r1n& tJ1a ground BIll of a .tJ-52 Sl#rike" 
4. t.be UJIltact coot.i.nueci, r.1nforc~nts ware pr-lvidsll froDl Wl/l1t.h ACR. 
811d a AUla lIlatoon at U/2/l2tb l.lavalry fraaa Landing Z')1J8 White" 

, 4!. Att,er a dq of negative enell1' contact" C/lIUth Atilt waa moved acro.. the SiJ)1 t\A. .iAv and placed O::>..;oN to t.he lib th Cavalry at FSa WHITS. 
In order t.o cross tJJ8 strea, - requested au airbome bulldozer and an AVJ..B. 
C Troop came into cObtact after crossing the s"ream and was reinforced b1' 
A/lIllth A..ii(. 

l. The next. day, lb April, we moved B/lIUth ACd across the 8W)I 
.liA ilAJ and placad all t.bree Troops \.1, B, and C) 1PCON to the First Squadron. 
tp,d j.'irat. »<iu&~on t. j~ OP JIOwd frClll· a field locat1on .:i:JU.t.h of t.be 
• t.rdaJ.l \iO landiug aone ~lli.L~ cl. wh.ils flak! ng t,bis aove the JWAP CP was am- . 
oUllhuu. 'J:h", cOII.I.uland and 10~sticaJ. v.h1claa ret.urned fire ahd assaultttd, 
t1xi.Dg I.n.e Wl-., LUltil 'troop () re1n!'orcedo During t.h1s contact, one of our 
..m ptJrforlllJ.' •. 11&8 an illooerable Shurld:m with an und :l"strength crew.:hlch 
1Dcluc.lttd an infantQ'llaDo 

40 The Mxt; Sipil10ant cootact occurred on 17 April when A and B 
troop. ttOtered a lara- base 0&iiC) in a bruaboo th:..cketo Five rifle companUtS 

, or tbB l/OtJl Cav 'l'~.'Q1'08 wttre e!aplo;(dd in a blOCking role. This l!t1ltact 
.QOD1iiDued tor two aa"aolar.l.,t on the 19th of April, 'J:ear.18 A aud B were 
1IOWc:l Wuut across Iib8 sti'eam in pN;>aration tor Phase no Again we utilized 
aD. airbo.rus bu.lldoll81": .... ~ Ai.LB f.O cr?ss t.lw SU)1 OA ItA 1 and to extract h 
tbd two '.Lroops 1'1'0. tJ1i~1·W1lle .. 

., "' \ .'~ ... ,' 

lDt,e~euo. ~~~red dur.!ni .t11ase I acourat.eJ.y' located t.rielt8 
.~tJ· and 1;\. t.ranapo,..:tion e1-.adnt ot t.be 820 ~'ear Serv108 Group. We 
lwl .that t.his· Phase of !;be oper:ttlon had the effect of deterrin~ future 
1st IIIVA Division attacku in the DI\t ":U~,li area, Vhile forCing the farward 
.el_~ntB 0 ... t.he lbB NVA det;1mcnt to relocate away frOlll DAt: '1'1.:4',0 and t40rth 
of the ~)1 dA HAO. 
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CO NflDENTIAl 
This slide shOWS ",",if;! r~:;ult.s of l"h~e 10 
This slick! SHOW':' .he 'l'A-': Air and ArtiI.L:rl Support us:;d by t.he 

l1.Q.;i.JIll.mto 

Phase It an ij""day cc .. lIUitColtHlt., was tur . .inated on C!O A:'lri1,., The fir .. c 
ill., :.i..J.:ond ~~druns .,i t.mu·~w frViu "he AO, aad conciuct.bd a I,,';lt;jfl t.l-fH.lr r!::>ur 
, ............ : .• aJ1Cti s~.u yawn in laat.UJ· ]oei t.iona outside lJI\l; l'I.~.lGa 

Pnor t.o in! t.i.at.1ng .)hd.8e II in War Zone C, a subst...1.nt.ial redeploy-
111<.1.t. o£ Iorc.:s was necessaryn 'ro adequately sup'ort. Phas~ II, it was decided 
t.h.'lt. the .~. nt-a! Heauquarters and the ~quadron Trains "fJUId be reLocated 
at. .It'lft'&") -:.~:' On 22 A )ril, t.;l~ First. and Secood Squadrons and Itegimmtal 
H.~auqu.arW·lllowd frCl.'l .J/\U: .r..:;!.,i :md cOlnnleted t.h'" i;U-rro..l.1e r;)()d march to 
Ioot.JUj i.l.J. in a J.i t.tJ.e mort: t.han 12 h::>urs" From lJiI.L l' L;~'J, t..r.e rf.e .~i!:lent. r'9~ 
":';JC~d. t.ile .1· .... uW to '~:i.; ~u.!iiU, and from Uj{U Cu lNG .. t.he :·~'l) •• l: ':,t .. t'a.l:;:~ ,~.,tt, 

on H.i",;"awa.r 1J to ",U4. .&..)1;;, Jn~ B.f,;ain, t,.!i.i Air Cavalry Troop ~overed L.:.d 

.wuWnt. t S liiOV1j, u~t. 

'~lltt aJ.·~a assi~n~d for Phase II lay .lJ1 t.ne center of the MI',;.t":Llli­
"':".hl!1 j it. llu11t,rat.ion/~uppiy ":ol',1dor., AS in ?IK/,se I, it. Vias utillzocl b/ 
i"L.-# ~.1":'4 as rtl&r s~u'viee and t.rCill.B~·sh1ptn\Jnt arca; h~r8 W' ant.icipat.ed locat­
.i:~.: cacnus and c-Jnt,act.i..rlt; t;;leH~nt.s of r..he t-20. ''-ear ::ier .. icc .Jroup" Intrwlll­
Ct!i.C. d&:tvulop<JQ by \ohtt Air ';avalry Troop revuaad taat t::e areas of fl~a';K 
i...::;t, t;ae,I!J ac .... i vity wre locate\..! in the t.ort.hweswl'n cOl'lldr and the ext.reme 
~Ju:"ndl"n .. itl ot tile area of 0 )dra:.~ons" In t.heo~ ar:eas, actlY~ base C3J,iPS 
a.!U u.:avil.,y used t.ruck r..ra:..LS were ::;i~ht.ddo 

'lhe wrJ.'ain in i..he Yhase 11 aJ't:a 01' oOt;rallJ.onsJre&mtod the .i.~gi.ment 

W1~·11 SBV!:!l"al pro:Jj,81olSo 'Ihurt: wall only one r')Ul..e into t.he ar~a of vperat.l. ms: 
.. .W 24u ll'0I4 i\lt L·.c.. AJ.orJJ t.ht; Wdliest t.argets were fringed by t:.drraiD 
Ui", · •. :~';~5: 'the ur<l.iIl3t.~ p<:Li.\"~ril in t,hu i'lcrthwtlst.t.lrn porvl.on of W:.id area ot 
,J , 1·,~t,iuns ;It::,rwit.t.s\.4 vl1hic .• lar tlut.rj" only fr:n t.ht; Nort.h, ·1'IhiJ.tl numerous 
:.. .• J. OOJl.KtHl :,,('ntal,13 .in t.be Soutlh..:rn t.ip of I"he A ) hlndttred rapid maveJ:l:.!nt 
:.". J i"uHi a.r~a <> 

,'u<,tJ" Ii Has l.nitJ.at~d 'in 211 A'lril ;j};n t.i:e first aud &.!cond Squa·.\rllns 
_, ./. :.:u :..i. JI\,: r:Jl.. tAl 21.(' ',,!'.1 ':mtel"'~d the AO lrom t,,:U nO.L·t.heast~, To fae­

"", .. ; t.j!~ ",':>v't! ilit.o :..ne ar~a of o')eratims, ;:;nl;in er S'tlleep'l'ea s :.zere 
.... " H.t.::> , Oi.u J..,c.. Cd :~, S)t!..;iaJ. .rarc.!s .... a.mpo .llX, forcas '1ro-.ridea secu.dt' 

,.d ;l:Yl.:tip t..:a. •• s, and as;>ist.thl in clearing thd roaQ" 

,;,.f,...:r:ll COl'C'::Vt. 01' tlli:5 'il,S€ was to uaOl.0Y ~jltO th~ Aland '1·:r-
1 t.;"; ,un'liss .• l!C(:. ... ,L t.u tae t..r~c t.as'( i)l"CaS" 

CONHDENTIAl 
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CONfiDENTIAL 
,,'.i,14 . l'be fir~t. signi1'icant cont.<.Ict. occurred (Jll 21 Apn1 tlh~n t.vo 

" .;;~, tlhot dO.1n ov..:r au enemy baBe CClinp in t.he northwes1:.<3rn corn'Jr 
'or the'area;of opdrat.iunso e/l/11th ACrl and H/3/Uth A.;R were called to 

Ninforce A/2/7th ~avalr'y, theu in heaVT contacto Terrain dictated that 
tQese e~ments mova north out. of the Au, and proceed -.-est along rout.e 246, 
ancl at.tack the enem,y fran the il)rtho AGaUl it. was nece~:;ary to '3mrloy an 
AVLB t.o re:llace a destroy~d bridGe a.1.ong r Jute 2460 

4!o 'l'wo days latdr, on (:9 April, ;;.!2/1th ~ayalry, C Trooo £l,ne 1'1 
COII1pan,y lIB ~ n'd<lvy cont.a.;t in tila SaJ,itl base area... O/2/1.Lth ACii was ~ent 
t.u reiuior.;e; howevdr, i toe "rail e.L.amt!nt ilaS a.:,bushed a.long ilhe rou~'3 and 
it.s lUOV~i~;nt. .,as i'urt.h.r illlPdded wmm t,ft'O tlTlks ~~~re disablad Of min~s alo;j~ 
rout-e 24o.. 'l'M m~s hau been planted in the trac,,;s madu by C Troop ,:ind .r1 
Campau,)" liWO \lays ~reviouso upon r(:laching the A '{ ~ site on route 2h6, two 
ta.nKs .. r;:v~l;)p6d rllecnanical 'lrob.!.eI!1s ilIHl G TrDo~' s ilfth r.a,l.< bE:llied en a 
lo~; \.:1vre,l'ora, G Troao was :.mabJ.e t.o reach the ooj~cti'le area" The dis­
aoled vehicle::! and an ~nginl!er Platoon tlere used to secure the hridge itself) 

Je On -,0 A.pril, Band D/2/7th CavaJ.ry reinforced with 8h<:!l'idans 
ana A~AV8, made contact "it,h the enemy in a weil <ieveloned t1.lIlnal conmles 
NorYlwest of ft'Su J;\l'U,tt;o 

4,,)n tt:le same day, 'l'eams H/J/llth .,\,,;H. and A/2/7th Cavalry, !<illdd 
~ NVA .Lll d 1iu!1ll~J. alld bunr.l!1'" cOlnpl.t!x ill the Northwast.ern corner of thA area 
of opera t.l.onso 

On 1 May \.ui..! i'orcas reassambl.:d ill the v'l.cinity (If ,,::;SI e iUTA arlQ JA...r..:: 
for tond wic.harawal to laagtir posi tioHS n~a.r .. \j~ 1. \.: <, .. .ad '<l!,~'. 1JI" Thi~ 
:JIDVEtlilunt was a slow, wdious one, requ.lring al,)cut i:~ :~, .. .;,rs occaasa 01' t.hree 
uU.ning inci.cildnt.s and difficult. terrain·) '£ 0 .fac1li ta t the movemant, :.lle 
919th w.~inder5 const.ructed a ford across L .. t:: SAl Iii 1".i. ver at T '.I,G ~ C:!;N ~ 
and Air wavalrj" from thtt ~.eg.iment and W',t;;! ld+" J-~ir C<l;t::;;,J .. J:Y lJivis i or, ,;,jcu.red 
~ngilleer mine ~w~t:tl taams in au....- IDee 0.:: the '"ji 'c,h:;.'a;·rifl<::: C olw:ln" 

Si6nif1cant. ill't.eJ.J.igence c.:unng l~hase II can,e .fr:m do~wrents C-iP= 
t.urdd on ~7 april ori~inating fl4;:m hea~quart~rs of :.118 90th ~r.rA Art111~ry 
!~~~ut.... Th",SI:! inc.Luded hand ... raced maps 15howl..'lg anE:my firing positions 
I.o~ci (,() rockl;#t. JAL t.lU, a.!d VAL l'I~,u" Ol..r~er accum-::nts cailtUI'tld t.hrollg;}out 
I.hIIJ arda 01' Opdratl.on. irovicltJd useful int.tl1J.ig _lx:e on tile operation and 
,dSal-OIlB 01 the l.4!d 1iaar ~r'Jice Group" 

This & ide shO'o'1s !:,rltJ T;-.C A~r and .=1..:':.::',L.ur:.: :Y.l::''Jo:'t used by ;;.he 
lw~;iL., .. m t" 

l..'ur.l.ng ~naBe II, we succeeded in l:Jcating t.hri"een lar;;6 0nemy 
rood alld ar.oJS cachu~, t.hese ara included in the results "lide" 
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lJhas~ 11 wa~ 1"o.i.J.ow~d 01 a lOLlr an..y ~riod of r,.aintcnance in 
fid.1U 10cat.::'ons nIJar A.N .i.. A; and Qu:\N .1.101. 

v 0 t%wrI.:.. U r 

In I'hasd Ill, Wl8 .w~imdnt. ~hift.tld it-s attentl.on to the .. ;ast Dank 
0.1 .. ce aAlli)11 diver, l.n t.he vicil1it..1 ot ".um 1'1IANHo ,i.egimdntal ::>perati;:;ns 
bub841 in t.M hort.tl ",i t.b ~lanB t.O movo l.U 1:.0 i.he ot.uer ~outh .)fl or;.wr_, 

The a1tt1cu.lt 'Wt'l·a:i.n re,!uirec.i us to t.allor our lorce::s to trhe local 
c'.IIluit.ioua. ~ince the area ast of MINH T~H was tllle least. oosl.raule lor 
·..ra .. .i[dci vebicJ.etl, ~Je QiiL:idea \.-hat infan .... ry should be ,Mployed t.h'i:re~ The 
.:iUitJ 'tA .1Jf11G, runn .. ng t..ast,..tlest. tthrough the Au prestlnted another obs-.acle 
1.0 t.ort.h-Swth Juove'Q, .. mt.., In t.l1i.it:stern port.icxl of t.he area of o"lerat.J.ons, 
swep bankea bt.rea.ra.s I.mtering t.he ~AIGON River impedea moveaent in trhat areac 
The <mel good route 1at.0 t.be area was route 24!;J,'IUd as in t-'tlase II J this 
one r<>U.w was us"Hi by Doth Squadrons CiS t.hcl1r Loo,., -':over was aense t.hroue;h­
out. t.be area, and our Amlor-Iru·a:li.ry teams brokd jungle aurmg t.he :ntlN 
.t'haseo 

.I. antdclpated coo.t.acting tWar ~rvice t:tlements -c.hr0U6hout t.he area of 
OtJd1"ar.J.OO8, Q.ud lnte~t#nC8 avaiJ.able in tlhe iU'ea l.ndicateti ~hat. tllement.s 
OJ.' r..he lb!;Jt.n !tVA I.'(eg1Jn~ •• t "~l.'e J.ocated1.o thd ~outhern portl.On8 01 tine AO, 
ana t.tw ~b .Da\. t;,llIJD, 209th lNA .tUIt!i.m.dnt, Nort.h or 41'v. ' '1 HA .. ~H was reoorwd 
t.N &N ~t.a.u\1~ a base lor 1 ts ambush mission aiOllt; llii,;hway l.3c 

A. 1.I1 t.bB wo jJrdY1OU~ t11aBds, comb.llled arms t.t;,ams were lormed lrnm 
lih. F1rt;t. CiDd $econd !Xtuadrons, ana toile ,;>17th I,;avatry, 1st Air Cavalry 
lJ1v181.00, .. nich wa~ at HiS J{)t;,. 

Pbaw III be~u.n on 'I May., 'l'h~ three tat;k Loree .. INure or<lt.::".;:u C 

C >nClUOt Kl'aa recOnrlaJ.ssance DY pushing into tue .. 'dstullpart of r.neir re­
aapec.,.ivu .. )'sJ Gna .,OJ.'i\:l.n" /JaC .. out towaru t.he .:.&sto Lit.t.le contact was 
IdilIJa uu.r.L.Dg l.ua l.irttt. beverai 08.Jo; tlherefo.re, L.he tL:giment. was .;1 van the 
"d.::UII.')1l 0.1' Id&t'chin& l,.}1d ... atit. .iae u1' ..he S.d,))~ ttiv Jr wcdch waS "he illost 
JJ.,."'J.J c;ach8 CIl'd(Jo NO ... i&nir1ccul't. cacnc~ ~dre l;)und aJ.t.noU[;h ~evl!ral a.,all 
~. ·ups Ul hVA .ere ~pot.t.ua ancJ ungCl.boa with negli"ib.Le rel::;i.i..Lts. 

un .u ita,y, t.he liet:i~nt. ,,,O\(oa O)()ur.h since t.he t'4ort.h rn l\'} was 8ss,mt.iallt 
v .J, 1 of \"Jll8r.J1o The tWLl..Plmt. ...obt. 0l'C >N 01 <.>nth Cavalry, .JUt re t.a1neQ -~ in­
:.ril • .H 'f.·0 l.nfamiJ:,y C'J.:lpan.1ttB J.rOlll t.~ lst. Air Cavalry Division, 

1", The initl.iu. con'tlac!:' here oc.::ur, dd on J.l liay ;hen t:le a.er;imental 
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,', . ,~ ~. . C D' 'FI" r~ r"~'" ,~ ~ 11 UtI, i Ji.L 
Auro-dii'la 1"J.at.oon, re...n1'orcea by G/~/.uth ACtt engaged a t.ransportat.1on 
e.18la nt in ~ bUnker c.;omplexo vie catltured tlight IN A Troops 1:Ula. kl.lled 
ti va in a t.oU6h ounker .1'ight.o 

4:0 A and B Troops HJ.so came in too c.;on1.ctCt. 'wit.h an ~n,,~nched. ~nemy 
tared live Jd.l.QI18t,drs hortoh",u:tt of t.h" HI';: I~~ t.he ~aI" uay. 

Jo .[n ~ night. aaouah on 12 MaT, G Troop dngagea. ~ ti'luau o1sea ~lement. 
PIUf~ t.httir pos1t.1ooo Thd act.J.on reeult.ec1 in t.he aeath of one Vittt. Uong 
01'J.1et:tr &ld t.l)8 c.;a;>-wr8 ur ~ Viet Ccmg ~ll1C11'~a:)'~ino 

Quo best. 1ntelJ.1g~nce aunng PhC&8t1 III came iran the nine prisoners 
ca~tul'8ao ~ of th(;o ~IOIkSZ'I .ere troll the ~th Artillery Regiment, ana. 
were C&I"ry1ng b roc1Cc:l'tll 'flO tom LA! KHE area • .,oon calJt.Ur8do 'three roaket.a 
_re u8t)t.UnlQ, 11vtI .er" uttst.royaa by air bTorikttso Idunto11'1cat.1on of toran­
~art.atl.on ~rlf(mn.l 1rClll t.he b~a. Bear ~rv1U8 Group c.;MBle irom t.vo ol'itioners 
captured on ~2 Hayo HOwe~r, our IlOS~ o1gDiliCan'fl ~tell1gttnctt came wit.h 
t.t. c~t.urtt of LI 'l'HAJ. HL.." OIl 12 Kayo HI~ h ,d bwn with t.he Viet Cong 
lor 1iIHn'fly yaars: He baQ libe rauiC IJf CAP'.r A.lli and berved as the tJ.oitical s 
~ulU"lt.T ~h1tIt l'or We VO :iub-HdgJ.on 1" This man is capable ot providing 
lIMen va.wab.18 ploit.ical informat.ica, aud he is currentl,y in SAIuOH being 
upJ.a1~a b¥ t,~ ~ )..It.h v'ietnaDtse GoverDDSoto 

Tb1s e.udB shows the results of Phase IIIo 
This slide shows the TAe Air and Art.111erJ Support used by 

t.he Ke~t:IIlt.o 

Upon complet.i'1l of Phase lil, t.he Regiment was ord.er'.d to BLN HOA 
and lllA~J •. 'O~ Base ~amp for a much needed maintenance period" 

lJur1ng Operation d )i~TANA. dAIVll1t, 1:he rlegiment moved over 1,000 
aileso OVer 200 :niles were on roaC1S, \.,hile nearlJ 800 miles involvod jungle 
breaking operat.ions incluUing close ImeJll3' .;ontacto 

The final st.at.ilt.ics COI,lpilad in Operatil)l'l llONTANA ;u\ID.:R are shown 
here: 

10 Al'da !'ec.J&1Q&1ssance VS ~one reconnaissanceo Area recon has 
t.rooC>1 in all of the AO i mediatelyo Zone recOIl tdnds t.o push ~namy in front 
or r.roopa. 

,'. I 
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• ;' rOJJnn£NTIAl 
Hedd for IntallM.n \1ant1'7 needed for di5llounted oapability 2" 

to, _arch ounker oOlllplexeso 
~~ ~, 

".,.., 
, .t Jo 'DIIception PlanISo They reduce the prql.Jab1lity Ol mines and. am-

. #',:+ ~~,;. wb..J..l.~~OIfing t.b.. unit to capitali .. on 1ts spded and aotu.llty_ 
""~~",,,~,""., f· .. 

~' 40 UfMt at UiaabJ.ed Vebiclas. Crews llItSuded With 'V8u1clas and can 
,~1' r!' 

l 

be ~ as staliia0.aJ.'7 fire ;»lat..1'armso 
.'. 

!;Jo lL.up Ure"s With Vehicles. 01'8V8 ~ed8d to both fight and l1x 

. o. danning PrJ.orit,y. Priority ot mann1Dt£ vehicles should be tanks" 
, lbSl'., .\CAVs. . 

• "(. Lo.p.stical Tail Wags 'J:actica.&. Dog. Ability to aupoly' the troops 
l.iJIlits lit18 duratioo and. ratiiu.· of o·JeratJ.on .. 

~. / ij.. vTJI. and Ai J..tj Importance.. These vehicJ.es nacess&ry for sustained 
~a'tionso 

.... ~. Kaintai.Q Contaot" Air Cav Troop 115 used to maintain contact(. 
ITe.- JllL\st be .aaa1DtaiDed U41tml eD8m.1 115 Qest.ro;yado 

10. .l18actioa T~a ""'en though arllOr vehicles are present in the 
area. the decision to deploy thellt D1U~t be naa.da early to compensate for slow 
II1OV8IlI8Dt tbrou.gh t.ue jungle .. 

11. »011't be dlsillusioned if nothing hap'l8ns. Tbe absence of enemy 
1s in it.ael.t intelligence. 

The most signiticant con...:l ... 810n arawn frail Oparat10n MORIAN! !AIDER 
is t.bcit there are no un-tankao.Le areas" There may be terrain whtlre t.anks 
c~t ,0; however. 1n SIly ard8S, tHere Ctt sane plaoes where ta:lks can 
~ost always be emp.Loyed.o 

w. suould .Ul&int.aJ.n as our AXl:M as Cavalr~en and Tanker, ''We I l.L 'J:17~D 

0" ... \'" r· , 1 ...... '·1 Kt C 1',t litH k 
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