DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
HEADGQUARTEPS, 11TH ARMCRED CAVALEY RZGIMENT
APO San Francisco 96257

AVIC=CO 22 May 1969
SUBJECT: US Armor Operations in Vietnam

1. This resume briefly outlines the 11th Armored Cavalry Pegiment's
sartlcipation in Operation Montana Ralder during the period from 12 April
1969 to 14 May 1969, while the Regiment was OPCON to the 1st Air Cavalry
Division,

2., It is hoped that the significance of this extensive jungle oparation

canducted by the Blackharse Regiment may be of same value in furtherance
of tank amd cavalry operations in South Vietnam.

JAMES Ho‘fr}:‘.aécxf‘*&
Calonel, Armor
Camnanding
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Address dven By
Golonel JA.uS Ho LBACH
Camnanding Officer, llth Armored Cavalry Regiment

T0

The AxVH Armor Conference
22 May 1509

Today, I w.ll cover one brief, 32-day operatiom calied MiX:7A A RAIDzd,
whica was based cn a concept preparaa by the staffs .f the lst Alr vavalry
vivision, anu tce 1lth Armored vavalry zegiment, in fuliillment of a II
Fisld karce requirement to reconnciter selected hostile areas of known enemy
saactuaries, wnich had not recesntly been investigated. As a matver of tact,
wost or thes. areas had never been penetrated by armor.

Lo INT.. swwoTIN:
Bo Il& TaldALN

Operation M WiANA WALt was sonducteu in three phases betw:en 12
April and 1 May. Tne scene of tie 5 wration was in MNorthern IIT CORPS; in
Bastern dar Zone 0, Tie arexz of onerat ons siraddled the SAILI N River, and
was bounded by Lhe CAWIUiAN Border on the Korth, the NICH..JIN Plantation
on the South, Hignway 13 on vhe wast, ana tosl BA .i on the West. To aid
in fapiliarisation, tie cities of OAU TLJ.G, TAY ..iLH, and Al LX are noted
on UL .u3Da

The arcas of operaticas Ior each phase are Jhown . w8 map: rhase I
ocuarred in tus crescent area Lortnwsat oif IAc Jl..uy ihass II North of the
razorback, a.d rtass IIL 23 ne oo TH4alH areas

AlL vnree areas or ocusra loag Tressnued s Wit similar terrain orce
blems. & suosvartial nortion of wiw arza Was covored witi: doudble and triple
canopy jungde, ana waversad by aunsrous streams Iflowiny into the SALION
dver. Tu2 terrzip was uot parwicilariy rugged; nowaver, tie dense jungle
cover forcza our Aror-infa.utey v.aznd %o break jungle auring bv.e entire
oparatb.oie

. Do B dusin¥
;
;

pastern war zone v had lon; been established as a rear service area

< and trans,ortataon zons Lor tie Ren and equioment entering South Yietnam

from CAwe .1A.  lasnise 20 WD n0rta vistnamese divisions were believed to
be operating in the ares; sow-ever, wne exact regiment.l identifications and
thelr locau . ons were wnknown, dhen we arrived in the area, it was felt that
the three re iments o Jhe lst #vA dvision sere disnersed Jest of the bHAIGOH
River with tne $30 Repiment in che crescont area, the 18B Regiment North of
land.ng zone GiaT, and Jhe 101D fegim:nt North of wil A DuNe Our subsequent

- intellige.ace findings uiring Fhase I proved this susmected configurat n

gortonaous. »ast of the SAJUUN fdver, Lhe Tih Ha Division was believed to
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: b8 uispersed —uooy e potinobhesioan e suondy/iucilees i c idop~
- . Phe oSty tepiment was paliaved Lo oo Jocawed Just north o m.,:.JUU\
Plantation, oiue lst neginent 12 th

tha a0lH {K Area, and tne 4093':: fegiment
operatimg along -he ¢orriwecr fro. a basz .n v ol JLNH areas

Thus, our inteldiguence gatiering objectives became two folds The loc-
ation aud a8suruction of enemy rear scrvice areas, and secondly, the ident-
ificaticn aud destruction of the regiments of the lst and Tth LkVa vivisions,

Ile Pila=iPugA, lUndAl Avisialles
as Jgi‘k.,\;ﬂil 4"...9 J'J;QL‘.\-)iJ

doaration MAdaiA aidoi achoally began on 12 Aoril wien tae 1st
Al Cavalry iLivision assumed oserational control of the 1lth Arimoreda cav-
alry we iment (=). A reinforced infantry oattalion, 1/ oth Cavalry, was
proviusu oy Wik L5t Adr vavalry Ji.isico Lo credte tie combined arms teams
necessary uo =xploit the area of operatioas assigned for Phase I, The
regiment was assigned vhe migsion to conduct Hdeconnaissance in Force in
the cresacent area,

DTN AT T N RS Ten YA N
bo ZaratAt) I B Tek YAl N

Prior to tha deplioymant. of for:::s invo the ‘hase [ arsz of opera-
vions, s2veral riue’ veinai soniviies were condiried,

e . 1) Ay oL . ~ - T .. 3.0
ITRAT S8 vy wlzin 21 aUL A Jils

love thal tos

A LoVED wlG catentdin Lol Wes TrrudLatesy Wwhich led th
hl
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134

vhe "loes" | fobrirates otoviost fou e ceretald use u se.,;,-lcy sl_i‘s"
Al TEGLS LSS LD TS oo trnent faoed oIosbe 20ver ahd decstiion
PAadl W3S win &y oliE0% ' G MUy TLd 2TuR 5D 00eran.ins Lt lagge
JUSLLions geas .-‘-‘;; S L e AN AL Lnest laager Jesit.ons, infantry
cutpailad weryg L.lsad Lte und Firo coo 800 SOuent LS. N l; Anril

W gl &.UEshad Irun SR : Tude WOV R IAs

actually vack airag wnv ool

Secondlys, anc extensive visual rec.nnazssance oro, ri. was Londucted
in tne arca 0 D o2oald Laf ald etz ollvs adgacint arsas Ly nhe Alr vavalcoy
>

e Cof e e T o i
-l>"\“ ~0Q I LALAC ALl 445 Used o ,.a..‘ BT JG525;

O 31X Aaoc b i s w20 2l U 1l Anaorea cavalry Zeginent from tae
LA o0 and wlae o 0a 2rezs We s aciompid shza when t.he 1.0 Squadeons and wie
Headquarters <lzient reinnateu 75 milec 1"om d:all Ha e cue viciaity of
UAUG Jawd unocdg T ilur8e Jhe doule Al ovi.ent or ocz=ded from JI.N A to

Pil o i across Wie Jalu

taen awony Bighway 1 Lo idal

A

N

Baitay w2id 1onud Dy 2roe Dol Deooaoooint 10 ilouctars
EES A SO wy e ST JALBALA and Lne 1st
SQUAUE Ul w220 L LT e g T AR zestlim

pleng wh. .3
TiaG ozt w2 2« ;oL
vavalry &r:co roo,diond coae
area wWhery ... o5 I i
made 1t oL

: .3, the Alr
ced throuwsh ohis
The neverent was

Dt ime e e e e e ———— e

N U,.Jc‘,« Bt I_L’_./5-




S

s CGHTA

. L. PiASe I

ao LNIRILUCT IO

Phase I of Operation MINTANA RAID&t began on X3 April the general
concept of Phase I was for our two Squadrons and one Battalion Yask Forces
to conuuct zone reconnaissance in their respective A'g, in General Support
to the ieygiment provided "Pink Teaus" (1 JHoA and 1 Cobra) for three task
forcues. The Air Uavalry Troop was also tasked to conduct Air BDA of B-52
Strikes, and to proviue the Acro-tiifle Platoon (AiP) for immediate exploite-
able targots.

be AJLL NS

lo The first signifioant contact occurred on 13 April when the ARPs
engayvd aud entrenchod enemy forces during the ground BDA of a B-5Z Strike.
As the cmtact continued, reinforcements were providsa from A/1/11lth ACR
and a &ifls Platoon of D/2/12th Cavalry from Landing Z-ne White.

2. After a day of negative enemy contact, C/1/llth a’i was moved
across the Su)I BA HAu and plased O>CON to the 1/bih Cavalry at FS3 WHITE.
In order to cross uhe stream, we requested ai airborne bulldozer and an AVLB.
C Troop came into contact after crossing the s.ream and was reinforced by

A/1/11th Alit.

3> The next day, 16 April, we moved B/1/11th ACR across the SUII ,
BA HAO and placed all three Troops \A, B, and C) JPCUN to the First Squadron.
The iirst Squauron's Jump CP moved fram a field location South of ivhe
suwream vo landing sone WiliTd. wWhile making this move the jump CP was am~ -
oushsue The comwand and logistical vehiclea returned fire and assaulted,
fixing voe enemy until lTroop G reinforced. During vnis contact, one of our
wain purformess was an inoverabls Sheridin with an und xstrength crew ~hich
included an infantrymm

4o The next Bi@lﬁoanb contact occurred on 17 April when A and B
Troops untered a large base cawp in a bawboo thicket. Five rifle companies

.of the l/uoth Cav Task Force were employed in a blocking rols. This contact

eontinued for two days. Early on the 19th of April, Teams A and B were
moved dust across uhwe stream in preparation for Phase II. Again we utilized
an airborne bulldoser abd un AVLB .¢ cross the SUJI BA HAY and to extract h
the two iroops from Llﬁ’ﬁunglao

Co  ANToLLIGw. m.

Inf.e.l.ligexm gat.aered during rhase I acourately located thne 1bB
degiaunt,  and 2 transportation alemnt of the 82D .iear Service Group. We
feul that this Phase of Lbe gperition had the effect of deterriny future
1st NVA Division attacks in the Da. TIE\G area, while torcing the farward

- slements o. the 14B NVA degiment to relocate away trom DAU TI.G and Horth

of the Sull SA HAO.
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This slide shows w.e results of Phase Io
This siide suows bhe TAU air and Artillery Support uszd by the
Hoglmente

to SlAriSilia

¢
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Phase I, an Y=day co.mitment, was tur.inated on 20 Anril. The Fir..:
ag. Waoond syuadrons citndoew fros vhe AQ, and conducted a itwenty-{sur hisur
braadefal JRICE SbALU uOWD in laagor dositions outside AU [1..G.

Fa Pakas oL
&,  INTH oulTLON

Prior to initiating ~hase Il in War Zone C, a substantial redeploy-
n:nt of Iorc-.: wad necessary. Lo adequately sup-ort Chase II, it was decided
that the . ntal Heauquarte.rs and the Squadron Trains wauld be reiocatad
at uan L)L On 22 Aoril, toe First and Second Squadrons and tegim:ntal
H..auquartePs moved fran JAY 2lw.i and comnleted vhe y0-rale road march to
wena LI oin a little aore titan 22 hours. From bal I'ILN3, the da:iment rs-
vrFaced tae route Lo L vu.ukiliy and trom VHU Cu NG, the Ma ix ot Lralal oot
on Higaway 13 to wa. LI, Jnce again, t.c¢ Air Cavalry Troop Eovered L
ﬂﬂ‘omnb’ﬁ move. ante.

Tie area assigned {or Phase I lay .n itne center of the MIUd LIuw-
sload )ik lnriltravion/Luppdy vor:idor. As in “hase I, it was utildized by
Wie wavay a8 rear swrvice and twrans-shipment arcea; here we anticipated locat-
iy caches and contacting slesents of the t2d .ear Service droup. Intelli-
guice developed by ohe Air vavalry Troop reveaied tnat tie areas of neav-
icit cnewy acvivity were locateu in the hortihwestern corner and the extreme
Suuchern vip of tha area of ojeravions. In these areas, active base cawps
4w avavily used wruck uraiis were sighted.

The verrain in ivhe Phase [i area of ooverawions Hresented the degiment
Wil several proolews. Thure was only one rouiwe into the arsa of operat.i.nst
%3 240 lroaw ah LK. Also, the liceliest targets were fringed by terrain
i vaedest The uradna,,. patuern in the Nerthwestern porvion of ilw area of

2.orvions permdttew vehicular entry only from the North, whiie numerous
“7 3. duuked srewss in the Southern %ip of vhe A) hindered rapid movement
i 2 wldb ared.

Joate 11 was aniddated on 2, Aoril in:a nie First and Second Squaurons

pou cdane rowie Shic wmid entercd the AQ irom tie northeast. Tc fac-
coowter W Ldve 1o tne area of onerations, smidn er Sweep Tea s uere
Soosante D06hG Lo €T, Ssecial Forees wvamde  (1idi forces nrovided securitr
-+ ..w 3weep Wwawd, and assisted in clearing the roaas

oopetePal concept of thds 'hise was Lo wepioy 110 the AD and ner-
- Coad s fuv nnadsSsance #lUh tae tee tasc [orces.
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. & da Lhe first significant contuct occurred on 27 April when two
lall"s,ﬁrg shot dosn over au enemy base caap in the northwestern corn.r

hh‘

De  AULLUNG

“"of the area’of operations. C/1/11th ACR and M/3/11th ACR were called to

reinforce A/2/7th vavalry, theun in heavy contact. Terrain dictated that
these elements move north out of the AU, and proceed west along route 2L6,
and attack the enemy fram the north. Again it was necessary to =2mploy an
AVIB to reolace a destroyed bridge along r wute 2hb.

2o Two days later, on ¢9 April, a/2/7th vavalry, G Trooo and M
Campany i ue neavy contact in tne sane bass area. G/2/1ith ACA was sent
to reinfor.e; nowever, its .rail element was awbushed along vhe rouls2 and
its wovuissnt was iurth . iapeded wnen two t.nks were disabied by inines along
route 246, 1The mines haa been planted in the trac.s made by C Troop and
Campany wwo uays previous. upon reaching vie AVlo site on route 206, two
tanks .evelupad mechanical »robiems ana G Troop's fifth vank beliied cn a
log; vacrefore, G Trooo was unable to rsach the objective arsa. The dis-
avled venicles and an cngineer Platoon were used to secure the bridge itself,

3o Un 30 april, B and D/2/7th Cavalry reinforced with 8heridans
and Auavs, made contact .ivh the enemy in a well develoved tunnsl comdlex
Northwest of FS§ Jarildo

4. On vhe same day, Teams H/3/llth acR and A/2/7th Cavalry, killed
19 &VA 1n 4 cuaned and bunser complex in thes Rorthwestern corner of the area
of operations.

On 1 May uvue forces reassambled in the vicinity of .SB's RITA and JA..Is
for tne wicharawal to laagsr positions near anN L X aad iy LOI. This
movenent was a slow, tedious ons, requiring zbout 29 Louirs because of unree
wining incidents and difficult terrain., 7o {acilitat the movement; the
919th anginesrs constructed a ford across v.e SAI . il diver at T .G Lo CHW,
and Air vavalry from the segimeant and whe lst £ir Cavaixy bivision cicured
engineer mine swsep teams in aavance ol the witharawing columne

o LoladdiuoNus

Significant intelligence curing rhass Il cang iram docwrants cap=-
tured on ¢7 april originating firam heasyuarters of whe yoth MVA Artiliery
degiment. These inciuded hand uraced maps showing enemy tiring positions
used v rocket LAL hHe aud DAV TIwGe Ouner decuments captured thirougaout
vhe arsga oif oparations srovided useful inteliig.nce on tie operation and
wissions of the (2d Hear Service Group.

d-  GTATISTIVS
This siide shows tine TxC Air and aActiliery binnort used by whe
egitent.

luring rnuse II, we succeeded in locating thriveen large cnenmy
Yood und ar.s cachus, these ara included in the results -lide.
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Phas: Il was foliowed vy a lour azy period of maintenance in
ti=id locations nuar aN L A and QuaN LOI.

Vo PHaow III
aa JINLERODGCLII N

In thase I1Il, une degiment shified lts attentron to the uast pank
of vre 8ALU N Aiver, an the vicinity of ,JUNH THANH. dAegimental »verations
begea in the Noruh «ith plans v move into the otuer South on ordsr.

The aifficult wurrain required us to tailar our iorces to the local
g tions., Since the area cast of MINH THANH was the lvast aesiravle ior
“&ra.ked vehicles, we o8:ided vhat infanury should be :aployed thiere, The
avivd TA 1ING, runn.ng rast-veat vhrough the AU presented another obs-.acls
wo hortdi-South movem:nt. In the Jestern portiou of whs area of ojerations,
st«ep banked streams untering the SAIGON River impededu movement in that area.
The ons good route into vhe area was route 2hb, 'nd a8 in Phase II, this
one route was used by ooth Squadrons ay their LOC. Jover was aense through-
out the area, and our Amor-Inta:try teams broke jungle auring the .niire
rhase.

e anticipated contacting Rear Service elements throughout the area of
opdTaTLONs, and intelilgence avaiiable in the area indicated that elements
os vhe Jobtun WA reglme..t were socateddn the Southern portions ol thne AD,
and the KU dattilion, 209th NVA Heyiment, Worth ol .Ji . TiAsH was recorted
v bu walntaining a base ior its ambush mission along Highway 13-

a8 1 the wo revious Phases, combined arms teanms were roraed irom
the First and Second Squadrons, and the 5/7th Cavairy, lst air Cavalry
Ui\"isl.m, «delt was at [SB JOs.

Phase [II begun on 7 May. The threc task 1orce. wure oraurea g
¢ nduct area reconnaissance by pushing into tne .estemmdart of tneir re-
spesJive .. J)'8, ana ~orking bac.. out toward the =ast. LitLtle contact was
WUe wuring Lne liret several das»; vherefore, the Hogiment was jiven the
wdssion ol searcning vhe wast siae ol .he Sali N River wndeh was Jhe aost
4i..vay cache urea. no oigniiicant cachus were 10und aitsough several s.all
uf up8 ur NVA were spotitud and ungagea with negliyivie results.

Jn AL HMay, uhe negiument woveda south since vhe horth rn a:) was ess.untially
v.. 1 of nenye The regim:nt 105t OFC N or 5/Tth Cavairy, out retained :on-
wril ot v..o wnfanuy caspanies irom vhe lst air Cavalry Division.

e  aULILONS

1. The initiua convact here occur.=d on il Hay :hen tie Re;imental
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Asro-itifle Piatoon, re.nforcea by G/«/llth aCi engaged a transportation

elesnt in a bunker complex. e captured eight NVA Troops ana kiiled
five in a tough ounker iight.

20 A and B Troops also cameé inio contact with an en.renched enemy
torce five kiilometers horvhwest of the MIC!ISLIN the same uay.

3o J[In a night amoush on 12 May, G Troop cngaged 4 syuau sizea e¢lement
pussLng their position. The action resulved in the aeath of vne Vist Cong
Of1icer and tne caswure of a Viet Cong Sumiar-tantain.

Co INTulilGunoB

Our best intelliigence auring Phase III came from the nine prisoners
canrtured. dix of the prisonurs were from the ¥6th Artiliery Regiment, ana
wore cairying U rockete vo thu LAI KHE area iwhon captured. Three rockets
wure caplurvd, iive were wsstroyea by alr ourikes. Idenuvitication of vran-
spartation pursonnel iram the b2a Rear cervice Group came from wwo oiisoners
captured on 42 May. Howevur, our mostv signiticanv intelligunce came with
the casture of LY THAL HI.x on 12 May. HIuN h.d bevn with the Viet Cong
10r vwenuy yeurs: He haa uhe rauk of CaPY ALW and served us the Piroitical s
Sucurity Chief Lfor the VO Sub-fteyion 1. This man is capable of providing
much vaiuable ploitical information, aud he is currently in SAIUON being
expiaited by the S,uth Vietnamese Govermment.

do STAYISIICS

This siide shows the results of Phase III.
This slide shows the TAC Air and Artiller,; Support used by
the Regimant.

8o POST <0 8ATLON

Upon complet.ion of Phase Ili, the Regiment was order.d to BI.N HOA
and BLAU...Oros Base vamp for a much needed maintenance period.

Ve vunCulUSIONS
8. Orollal onNAL STATLOTIVS

Luring Operation 11 MTANA RAIDiR, €the degiment moved over 1,000
miles. Over 200 :iles were on roads, while nearly 800 miles involved jungle
breaking operations including close vnemy -ontact.

The final statistics compiled in Operation (IONTANA AIDzZR are shown
here:

bo L85 NS Luedl oD

l. Area reconnaissance VS Zone reconnalssance, Area recon has
trooss in all of the AO i mediately. Zone recon teunds to push vnemy in front
ol uwroops.
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2. Neeod for Infantly. antry needed for dismounted capabij.ity
to ssarch mmker complexes.

Q Ihception Plans. They reduce tne prqbability or mines and am-
ua‘ﬁns whuq,allowmg the unit to capitalise on its speed and mobility.

te 4o Use of Uisabled Vehicles. Crews meeded with venicles and can
be ysea as staviunary fire platforms.

Ho K.up Crewas with Vehiclest Cirews meded to both fight and fix
thume

6o sdanning Priority. Priority of manning vehicles should be tanks,
H.?Sl'a, ACAVs.

. b
(e Logistical Tail Ways lacticai Dog. Ability to supoly the troops
liwnits ne duration and radius of oreration.

s 8o VTH and Avib Importance. These vehicles necessary for sustained
\zfnranonso
. 9. Maintain Contact. Air Cav Troop is used to maintain contact.
Preossjte mst be maintained uatbl enemy is destroyed.

10. BReaction Time. sven though armor vehicles are present in the
area, the decision to deploy them must be made early to compensate tor slow
movement through tue jungle.

ll. Uon't be disillusioned if nothing haprens. The absence of enemy
is in iteelf intelligence.

The most significant conclusion arawn fram Operation MONiANA RAIDER
is that thers are no un-tankaolie areas. There may bae terrain where tanks
cannot go; noWever, in any arcas, tuers are saue places whare ta:ks can
alost always be euwployed.

We suould saintain as our AXIM as Cavalrymen and Tanker, "We'll lry\®
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