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SOBJIDr: Combat Atter Action Report of the First Battalion of the Sixteenth 
Infantry (Kech) during the Battle ot Northern BINH LONG Province. 

Transmitted herGw1th is the Combat After APtions Report ot the First Batt­
ol1ori ot the 8.i.xteenth Infantry (Mach) which was under the operational 
control of the 11 th Armored Caval.ry Regiment frail 7.August to 20 Septsnber 
1969" during Operation KEm'Ucn COUGAR. 
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1 • (U) REFER»lCES AND OOURCES: 

a. 11 th ACR OPIJlN' s 6-69, 7-69, and 8-69. 

b. 11 th ACR FRAOO's 11 through 32 to 11 th ACR OIDRD 6-69 (Operation 
KI!NTUCKY COUGAR). 

2. (U) NAME.AND TYPE OF OPERATION: 

a. The IJajor a.ction in this period was the Battle of Northern BmH 
LONG Province, 8-20 August. This battle was part of Operation KEmUCKY COUGAR. 

b. The First Battalion, 16th Infantr:y (Mach) moved to positions near 
AN LOC in response to the threat to that city. Following pre-emptive operations 
and a counterattack, the Battalion conducted combined reconrurl.ssance 
and ambush operations with various units of the 9th Regiment (liliVN). 

3. (u) lNCLUSIVE DATES: The First Battalion of the 16th Inf. (Mech) was 
under the operational control of the 11 th ACR from 7 August to 20 September 196~ 

4. (U) LOCATION: Tho AN LOC District of BmH LONG Province. 

5. (U) CONTROL HEADQUARrERS: 11 th ACR, grAN LOI, RVN. 

6. (C) GI!NEruL: 

a. ~se of the operation: InitiD.lly, thG Batt:llion sour,ht to prG­
GIlIPt the plann enetI\Y Offensive against the populated areas near AN LOC and 
counter NVA/VC attacks made in its area of operationa. Later the unit switch ... 
ed to reconnaissance and ambush operations designed to seek out and destroy 
NVA/VC forces remaining in the area. 

b. Significant aspects of the operation: The 11 th ACR had almost 
complete mowledge of the NVli!VC plan of attack and was able to prepCil."e detail­
ed plans for responding to the en~ attack. 

7. ( C) lNTELLIGmCE SlMMARY: 

a. GENERAL: From 24 July to 6 August enemy activity was limited main­
~ to reconnaissance. There were occasional mortar or rocket attacks and 
mining incidents along with some small scale ground probes' which tested 
defenses. However, there was little significant activity, and newspapers 
wrote frequen~ of the IIlull. 1I 

On or about 6 August, the enetI\Y forces moved from secure base areas :in or 
near Cambodia to forward positions throughout BINH LONG Province, increasing 
the level of GnetI\f activity throughout the Area of Operalions (AO). The 
enetl\Y's movement was rapi~ detected and resulted in numerous conta.cts, 
ralliers, prisoners, and captured en~ documents. Thus, military intelligence 
soon had plana, probablG area of operation, and unit identifications of thG 
enemy forces. 

CONFIDENTIAL 

J ----...... 



tt. th1t WenWication: 

(1) 9th VC Division: 

CONFIDENTIAL 

a. 2'llald VO Reginent: Ch July 28, 0 Conpany, Fifth of the Seventh 
Oavalry, engaged a anall ebeny force at IT 715758 and killad two NVA,ca~ 
turing eneo;y. docuraente which identified the 271st and. 272nd VO Rag:ir!Elf:lts. 
0/5-7, which was under the operational control (OPOON) of the 11th .lOR, 
provided the first indication of 9th va Divisi~ activity. 

Ng'lJyen Van An rallied to the,214th Regional Fbrces at BIND lITNH on 31 
July. Atter two days of interrogation An identitied hinsel! as the pla.toon 
leader of theB21 ' Sapper Reconnaissance ConpGny, 272nd VO Rag1nent, a pOSition 
he has held s~ce 1964. Aocor,ding to An, about 20 June 1969, elenents of ell 
four o.a1n fOrce divisionp mVed into Canbodia, with the 7th NVA ::md 9th VC 
Divisions in"tha FisbOok' o.re~. 

After th1srolocdtionthe divisions s0nt roconnr.iSBt:lnce units to tJrgets 
in the In Corps aroa. These units roturnod about 20 July to discuss the All­
ied s.ttuo.tion. ~o battalion cQtlI:le.ndol'8 of the roconnnisso.nco elCilents of 
tho 271st and.272nd VO Reginonts o.cconp~nied tbeirrespectivo elanonts to the 
AN ILOO aron, to refino their origini!'\~ o.o.1l1'sis. An \o1O.S "With the K6 BO.tto.llon 
Co1'.:l1:l::.nder, 272nd VO Raginent, o.s the elononts selected Ilss~bly o.reas,stag­
ing areas o.nd a.vonues ot a.pproa.ch. An r s knowledgo of tho o.tta.ck plnns o::ne 
f:roo his a.ssooio.tion with the batt.'1lion coDtl-.rxlor. 

An stated th2t tho 272nd VO Reginont vould lCG,ve its O...,nbodian base area, 
cross the augon river noar IT 5696, and nove ::uong atr'lil th~.t runs in ::m 
onst-southoastorly direction to on asSenblyarea. noor IT 6696, botweon the 
Prek Kong ('lld 'Ibn to stranDS. ~o 271st VOReginent "Would cross the O~bod~ 
border noar IT 58<;X> and proceed p:u-allel to tho 272nd VO Reg1.r.lont, to est,'1b- . 
lish blocking poSitions between LANG BAY (XT 705855) and L.lliG StlU (IT 69(878). 
!!he 272nd VO Rag1nont would nove into the rubber".r~ nOar AP PHU LO (IT 6890) 
24 to 36 hours ~tor arriving in BINH LONG Province. ~e ])368 Local Force (LF) 
B"!ttolion 'WOuld join the 272nd VO Roginont nO"T BntH PHU (IT 715887). 

~o i4 and 15 Battollons, 272nd VO>Rog1oont, plus ,tho D368 LF a'l,tt..'llion 
wore ,to attack:AN LOO tl'OIl the 'west, "With sUP1l:>rt1ng -tt~cks fron the north 
and south. ,. ': ' 

~e 9th VO Division 1 a plan "WnB to seille·;m4 hold AN LOO for one day. An 
stated that he heard tho 7th NVl~ Divis1'OIl "WOuld l~lmchattn.cks at the sone 
t:i:oo against QUAD LO! .nrtield, LOONlNH and BU DOP. ~ 88th NVA Reginent, 
9th VO Division and 1st NYA Division would bo responsible for ~y NINH 
rovince. . 

~o 25th Sapper Conp:ny, 272nd VO floginont had tho l"lission of tald.ntL ... ' __ 
BINH PHU, with a. 15 to 20 IJinuto !:.ortar r~nd/or rocket ba.rrago proocod1hg the 
attc.ck. ~e nortars would be loc~.tod ncar BINH NINH. 

Nguyen Van Son, an . ARVN soldier untU his abduco.tion by a. VO Local 
Force Squo.d in:July 1968, r;:.11iod to tho 399th fugiono.l Fbrcos (RF) at TAN 
HUNG (IT 8638'76) on 2 August 1 %9. Sen beo[Oo f'. nwoor of tho 16..;Il!'ll Prop.­
agenda section of tho :xc. Co 28/ xa Co Xi t loc~l Force. 
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Th,is un! t' s clssion, bosides prop~ gnnda.t w '.s to tcx :~p HUIJG PHAT (Xa Co 28) 
at XT 858848,and AP HUNG YEN (X··l Co X:1 tJ a.t XT 890863. Sen's b::;.soc -np was 
located south of suro HEO, nOa.r XT 9286, 'toout . ha.lf-hourls will from suro 
HEn. 

On 1; July 1969, tw coop~'nies fron tho 9th VC Division visited Sonls 
bosecaop. Son ws told by his Section Lendor, &.V Tion, th"'!.t tho conpmes' 
nission wo.s to roconnoiter the area. Son t~ed with IlEl:lbers of these units 
on throe occnsions. During one of these ooetings Son was told ttult the entire 
9th VC Division would cone to that a.roa. Th,o two COOp·'.!1ies sot up a. bJ,socoDp 
and rOIJainod. ncar thero lmtil late July. He henrd tn.'1t they loft the base­
caDp on 1 August and tro.voUod in the direction of SOC mum (XT 843823). 

Ch 1 August, 40 to 50 oen fron tho D368 LF Battalion rested in Sen's 
h]'socanp for sevan hours. When they departed, they ho.::tdod tow'lro SOC TrJ..NH 
Each of theso units 1.skad directions to SOC TRt.1NH, Seu stnted. 

b. 271 st VC Roginont: "hUt) condUcting n boob dC~'1ge ".ssos Slent r.is­
sien on 9 August, tho !ero·-Rifle Platoon (ARPs) of tho B:k~CKHORSE Ail' Cnv-
cJ.ry Troop, c-:'.pturod Ngo KllDllg Tri at IT 605905. Tri, D. r.wbor of 06, K2, 
F51, (~so known as C6 CoJ:.p:my, K2 ~tt..'1lion, 271st VC Reginont) s.::tid that 
tho K2 Battalion novod to the .F.1.shook ~a on 28 July 1969, ::-..nd ronnined thero 
until two days prior to his capture. On 1800 hours, 8 ~~ugust, tho C6 C'c!!P~ 
recoivod oroora to sand four non to Battalion Headqu.:l.rtera by 0400 hours,9 Aug. 
" fti and the other three non left the C6 b::-.seccnp at 0340 hours, 9 August 
and travelled oo..st lmt.1.l they were at K2 HOCLdqu:Jrtors by 0400 hours. Th,ese 
four and twel ve others (rour froT'. ench of the other three conp '.nics) were 
briofed by the batt'll ion COIlIl..'mder '\!ld givon the nission of finding n secure 
orca. for their respective conp'nius. It is possible th:'.t those solfe ~re~s were 
to bG used after the August 12 nttncks. 

Tri Cl..t."ld the other fiftoen nen left the bn.ttilion hendquortore ~t 0600 
hours and proceeded west with enough rico for nine days. Two hours later the 
group was spotted, hoyever, only Tri wo.s c-:-.ptured. n"c POW honrd fron vnrious 
ncnbers of the 16 no..n group th:1.t their unit wns to D.t~ck on undisclosed 
arGo. in the ncor future. 

(2) 7th NVA Division: 

0.. Gonoro.l: During the period 6 August to 16 .\ ugust, the 209th 
NVA Bcgioont was identifiod hl cont:'.cts neor LOV NINH. n"e 141st NVA Roginent 
was unidoll.ttfiod but :It least ono b'.1.tt .... u.ion D.."ty h:lvO p,rtic1pnted in ccnta.cts 
northeo..st of Loe NINH, while the ro.noindor of tho Rogir.ent was northe~st of 
AN LOC. n"e 165th NVh RogiDont clso G.voidod idontific,tion, howovor it WilS 

believod to be in the ro DUC - BU DOP :\TCn. 

b. 209th NVA Roginont: Nguyon Ven Th,ien r:llliod to the 11th Popular 
Forcos Platoon o.t XU 716050 on imgust 3, 1 %9. ruen,nssistc.nt pla.toon lemer 
of the <:21 Sapper Reconn2issance Conp:my, 209th NV,,:' nogi.T'lcnt, hOO been wound-
ed in tho leg of July 27 whon F Troop, 2/11 l~CR ongc,ged 4 to 5 NVA nt XU 726035. 
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(They killed ono,md docUDonts found. on tho body identified tho C21 So.pnor 
Bcconn:tissonco ConP::1l1y, 209th IN;, ncgi;.lQnt~. 

Thien had lJ.:l.lUlgod to 2.void co.pture, but his wound h ..... d bocono worse and 
he rall1ac1. Although he crunged his story sovoI'rt.1 tines, the follow.i.ng account 
rOtlO.inod tmch..-:ngoo. throughout tho questl:oning: Thien o.nd s.::rvcn other nen 
wore to reconnoiter tvo ,-..rens, SOC 10 (possibly vill;>.gv 10 nt XU 710102) nnd 
a. l'Ond junction :llong QL 13 (pcssibly at XU 7.39(45). ihien, the ;}ssistc.nt 
conp::l1ly coIll.l..1l1der:"'.lld SOVen other nen' were briefed by the cor.P-:'lW corrAIlder 
and told to discover tho sizG"strongth, md position of tho outpost nt SOC 10. 
'lhe other nen woro to reconnoiter a re.::d ilmction o~ong QL13 for a possible 
si to for ~ battalion to a;cbush o.n~morad colucn. Both groups were to return 
to their basee.-mp nOar bridge 40 to report tho1r f100ings by Ju.:q 29. 

1'hien's group wns told th~t 5 to 6 d:vs after thoir return "tho K!7 
Ba.ttolion would nttack SOC 10, wille the KB Ihttillon ~UBhed on t1.l.'!':oroo 
oolunn (possibly to interdict reinforcenents fron QUAN LOI). 

(3) 101D NVll rlCgincnt: The .l;.tr U1vnlry'lrccp, 11th l~CR, killed 41 NVA 
:md captured six NVA ' PWs at IT 605905 on 9 August. Five of those priseners 
wore fren the F:1, F12, (also known as tho Jr:J B~tt::u'ion, 101D NVA Roginont). 
HoClllg V::lD. Khe" 0. nnster sergennt in the signal pb.toon of the K!7 lhtt.-uicn, 
Wc.s told th:::.t F:1 hod boon given the ''.ission of :mbushin€' ::!l""lorcd convoys (Khe 
wo..s told this by the plo..toon lua.dor c.nd WJ.S not told w.Jrc thoy would occur; 
ho'WOvar he believed thc..t thoy would be clong QL 13). The K7 Bc.tt:>.licn 1,rns 
enroute to the nnbush site when it w::.s hit by n B-52 bNlb strike c.t 1630 
hours August 8. Khe W3S teld tlxlt JfJ h::d ~bortod the pission ::nd would ro.r."l.in 
disporsod in tho nraa. to regroup ond resupply. 

(4) Other Intelligunco indic:1tors: Visu::U. reconno..issJnco rissicns fio'W'Il 
by the Air Cnv:J.lry ~op, 11th l .. CR, detected 25 newly constructoo. bunkerso.t 
XU 682197, neGr LOO NINH on ~i.ugust 9. Ho ~vy tr~ils th,t showod recent foot 
trnffic hoaded oo.st-soutboo.st c.t XU 678169, XU 682197, ·')nd XU 675154 were 
cl.so detected. 

8. (C) OPEHATION:.l. SlJlvlHt .. nY: 

0.. GCricrnJ.: In response to the thro'1.t o.gc.inst BINH LONG Province the 
First Battalion of the Sixteenth Inf.....ntry (Hcch), B Coop ""ny, first of the 
llinth C,:-.vnlry, the 34th Ibngers (!.;."'1VN), the 15th C-:>.vr.lry Reginant (;.RVN) :md 
elooents of tho 9th Info.ntry Reginent (IJWH) novod into the Bt.::.CKHORSE 11.0 
during ea.:rly August. Follrwine the series of .··.tt:1cks rn 11 to 13 August 
tho 1-16 Infantry (Moch) ran.:dnod in the 11th 1:..0 1;.0 to perfom rcconnr.issnnce 
oporn.tions until a now lull boeinnine in lJid-Soptanber. 

b. 7 August: On 7 J\ugust II FFURCE.'V directed tho 1-16 Inf to loc-va 
FSB JIM and nOVe north and beccne under tho oPGr::-.tional control of tho 11 th AC1 
A c:nd 0 Conpony, plus the Batt:U.ion Ho.'J.dqumers dop'1.rted FSB mi, . I Gnv!ng 
behind the Bnttalion 's reco!lJ.,~.issa.nce pl'J.tocn and B/2-3'3 lu-tillory. 
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At 1430 hours, August 7, 1-16 rO"l.chc)d LlU KHE md 2ccuptcd operntiona.1 
control (OPCON) of ;~ Troop, 1-4 C2V~rY. This ta.sk force (TF) then continued 
the 30 nile carch on Highw:v 13, stepping bricfiy at FSB THUNDER III (XT 769 
665) to pick up C/2-33 Artillery. Following SODO difficulty on '~ 13, the task 
force closod FSB l..sPEN I at 0330 hours, /~ugust 8. 

c. Pro-Atto.ck r~gns: At 0730 hours the srne norning, TF 1-16 ~ont1n'::' 
ucd its nOvo to its new AO. One plo.toon frOD ~ Coop:my svcurod C/2-33 ,Artill­
or:! a.t FSB .r..SPEN I wbUe the unit ooved to FSB EAGLE I. TF 1-16 nssur~ed re­
SPonsUxll1t7 for the Second Squadron, 11th liCR, 1I.D, and the How.i.tzer lhttery, 
2/11 ACn Wc.s pla.ced OProN to it at FSB E! .. GLE I. 'lho tc.sk forco dso est ... blishec. 
0. conbinad Ca:lIJClld post w1 th the 4th lhtt2lion of the 9th Inf. Best. C'J.1VN) , 
which we a.lso !l t FSB EAGLE I. . 

'!he Second Squ..'rlron ooved southmd occupied FSB .ASPEN I, a.ssmling res-l 
ponsibUity for a. new AD south and soutbo.:tat of AN LOO. 

At 1400 hours tho sane day TF 1-16 ond 4/9 Inf:l.!ltzy (ARVN) occupied the 
newly bu11t FSB EiJ~LE II (XT 745929). nus bec:m.e the Headqunrtcre for TF 1 
16 and 4/9 Inf' (ARVN). 'Dle reconnaissance conpc.ny fron the 9th FIOg.i.r!ent (iillVN) 
o.ssisted TF 1-16 in conducting recon.na! sonce opera.ticns, ~.rlbush p~trols, nnd 
prov:tding socuri ty and r;;:::ldy reaction forces for FSBs El~GLE II :-,nd 'lHUNDER IV. 

Ch tho evenine of .t\ugust 8, on A Conpany :l.Obush pa.trol observod novc.."'1ont 
neD.!' its lOcation and requested 1.1 Light Fire Tom (LFT) for the cont:lct which· 
developed. &bortly therea.fter the eneL"'Y broke cont"1ct, fnding into tho ;iunele. 
Two us soldiers wore woumod in the a.ction. FSB EAGLE II received incening 
Dorters rounds. 

On 9 f..ugust C Coopc.ny found two 107r:n rockets at XT 719920 while con­
ductinC a reconnaissance of the area·fron which they had recuivod 82cn nor~ 
tar rounds the evenine of 8 Aucust. Searchinc farther they found 14 bu..11k­
ors, 24 cubic feet 0. .piece ~ttl1t feot of oveIhead cOVer, 200 feot of COIl­

nunication 'Wil"9 and one noro·10'7r1:lracket, at XT 721922, 
. On 1 0 ~":\18t an aircraft frOIl"" the BLACKHORSE Air Ca vil.lry Troop spotted 

0..'1_ estiDn.tcd .·VC ·Coopony in e 11chtly wooded c.rcn (XT 637972) while conduct­
inc. 0. visUlll. roconre,issanee Q1sSion.···'lhe ARPa woro insorted and Inter rein,.; 
forced by C Ca:JpnI17, 1-16, a cor!p~JIly of 4/9 Int'. (ARVl'!) nnd tho flBlucs ll of 
B/1-9 Co.v~~. . ... , ... ".-.. . 

'lhe AR:A3 innod1.a.tcl1o.cceptod three NVA Chiou Hois, whilo the US and 
ARVN forces swopt the' aroo. and o.a.dcconto.ct w1 th ri coripony-sizod for e. The 
US/ ARVN fOl'.COB Il:Jinta.1nod heavy orgc.nic fire on the eneny posi tiona as nrto­
Ulery ond tctCticcl. ::til' pounded. the oneny· posi tions. The eneny used snnll-arns 
end au.tom.o.tic .AJt-47 fire to withdrt.w into the j\lllcilo. When tho contact broke 
tho olllod forces svept the area ond found 31 NV: .. bodies, 4 roWs, 4 Hoi Chanhs 
and nil assortnent of NVA 'WOo.pons nnd wo'b.lgeCLr. C Conp~.ny W'"'.S crodited with 4 
NVP_ POWs ond 3 NV;\. killod. Intorrogation of tho prisoners provod the eneny to 
be fron tho the 272nd VC .Boginent, 9th VC Division, !.Ild the 58th Artillez;-
!lc>.tto.lion. (Seo Intelligenco· Sunn~)... . . 

. . 

d. 'lhe bnttJ.o, On 4ue,ust 11, TF 1-16 lost A Troop, 1-4 C~va1ry which 
boc'JIle OPCON to the 'Dlird Brigade, arst C~vnlry Division (Al.i). In return D 
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Coupally',5-7 Cavalry w:::.s p~':',cod OPCON to TF 1-16. A Conpany, TF 1-16 contin­
ued ground reconn~ss:mce to tho wost of EAGLE II :1S C Conp:my and 4/9 Inf 
(AllVN) hec.dqunrlers DOvod fron EAGLE II to establish and socuro FSB .ALtDNS II 
at IT 728966. 'lbis IlOVO en.'lbloo How/2/11 !en, DS to TF 1-16, to firo in sup­
port of tho First SqlUldron, 11 th ACR, at LOO NINH. 

On tho night of 11/12 August the eneuy hit south ond west of FSB ALLONS 
II and TF 1-16 wa.s ordered to inplenent the counterattack pla.n for AN LOC. 
Upon oxecu:bing the omer, it olnost 1rDedi~tely ncde contact. 

In the early norri.:lng hours of Au[;'USt 12, A "lld C Conp~ were colXlucting 
reconnaissance in the rUbber west of AN LOO (IT 7069(3). When the K6 B::!.ttc.1i':.'tl 
272nd VO RegiDent a.ttacked the al'tlOred carriers of both conpanies with snill­
oms fire and RPCe, both coIlp:nies' cODIl:md tracks wore hit by RPGs. D/5-7 
Cavalry rapidly reinforced T.F 1-16. us artillery, LFT, HF'l, muo M'1X t Cllld tnct­
ical air woro called to striko tho eneny 'J.S wall as likely avenuos of escape. 
Tho battJ.o continued until 1600 hours whon the 00, 11th AOR ordoroi TF 1-16 
to brook contact with olenents of the K6 Batt.'llion:md secure FSB THUNDER IV, 
;::nd FSB .tJ..IDNS II in proparc.t1on for further atUlck:s on AN LOC. '!hero wore two 
US k11led c.nd 27 wounded. Five a.rnored corriers wore ~~so destroyed, but the 
onetly' 10ft 28 bodies. 

Ch 13 August A and C COtlp~ node light contacts with olo!.ll3nts of the 
272nd VC neginont west of AN LOC (XT 717894). 'lh1s Rog1nent hod suffored heavy 
losses tho night before, and W:l.S not prepor0d to fi[)lt. 1ho enony withdrew, 
us::l.ng evasive tnctics, and hid in the rubber • .Aftor dusting off t'W'C US wcund­
ed" TF 1-16 continued to swoop the Ill'en to rogllin tho cont:'.ct. Dur.Lng the 
sweep TF 1-16 foune. '16 '.NVA bodies killed in the previouS d:J.Y t S :lction. 

On 14 11ll[;"1JSt TF 1-16 conducted recon..'1:-isso.nco north "nd west of J'lN LOC 
and provided socur! ty for FSBs ALLONS II :md THUNDEr:. IV. 

Just beforo daVIn D Conp.:my recoived a. VC ground att1.ck on its night de . 
fcnsive position (Imp) a.t XT 70392.7. '!ho onon;y uscc1 82aJ nort--.r fire in pre­
p:m:-.tion for tho attack. D Conra.n:y exch'-t.Tlgod fire 'With tho VC olenents nnd at 
05.30 hours, t. :;md C Con.pc.ny wore c'llled in to reinforce. C Conpony ~so es­
corted the conronios' nortar tr1.cks J,Dd by 0657 hours tho conbi..'1oo forces of 
T.F 1-16 a.ssuned tho defense of Eil.GLE I. Artillery, J. LFT, mue 1'hx, ~d Srooky 
stra..fed the nroa. with rockets ~ nini-gt.Dl fire in surrort of tho F.3B. As the 
intensity of the contact d cl1ned, 28 of the 66 woundoo us soldiers ware 
"Ilodcvacodl' TF 1-16 continuoo. to pursu~ the enElIl1, latGr idontifiod '!s 1 

olecents of tho 9th VO DiVision. llt;co.in, tho oneIJy Dol tad into th0 jungle. 
~o follow-up swoop produced .31 enorrl bodies nnd nuneroue bloody trails lead­
ing into tho jungla. 

FollowinG this contC'..ct C Conp':'.Jly :;md D/5-7 C~v::tlry returned to the vic­
inity of FSB ALLClfS II to conduct:\ rlonned grourd roconn~ssc.nco. 1ho two 
conpnnies n.'1dc conta.ct with an unknown-sizod onq force at XU 725005. Blue 
Max, Spooky, and c. 1FT sun:()rtod with fire on tho likely "'.vonuos of esc~.pe, 
but the enGtW :.:OOe [cod his Wi tbdr:,v'll. 1~ sweop of tho ':I.l'Oa. shOWed 5 oneny 
bodies. 'lho US forcus suffered two wounded. 
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e. Tho kfternath: (h 15 .'~llL,'ust D/5-7 C".v;.1ry poved to FSB KELLY am. 
bocJn00 OPCON to TF WI'IlGHT. C Conr-ny swept tho ~:ron cf the previous d:.'W' IS con­
tact 2lld encounteroo a snell unit. The enor~ fled :'s C Cont:-ny fired cnd pur­
sued. C Coopnny swept the aro::1. :lfterw;:-. .rC.s :.'L"1C~ fotme 8 bocios, 5 free the pre­
vious night. 

/;.. Coopo.ny hoc been comucting road clo,:'.I'ing cper~tions on QL 13 north 
of lIN LOC :::me. wore noar thc.t villc1ge whon they c:do contact with :::m eneoy 
force. 1ho coODY' fled west inte. tho rubber as l~ Conr::-ny fired orgc.nic weTons 
nnd rursuod. ,'d"ter the encu;y nod, Ii. CooJ;Jl1Y swept the r.rO:l :me! found nctM.ng, 

C Coupony :md its nor ar pl:::tcon continued grc:un . reconn:'.iss 'nce fren 
FSB ~lLLONS II north on QL 13 :::mel to the west in their AO :md found nothing. 

On 17 il.Ugust C Conrany oade cont:-'"ct with n eonr::my-sized force while 
conductinG recoIl.t"l..'l.issa.."1ce alone QL 13 north of, .AN LOC. Ii. Troop, 1/11 ~\Cn r!:tn­

euvored to reinforce while :>.rtillery ond Blue !·i'UC hit the enarlY rositions. II!). 
RPG romd struck en APC, wounr!lnt; the crew of four md c 'usint; the less of the 
APe. 'lho onouy withdrew into the ju.'1gle, and C CoopJlly rursuocl withcut fur­
ther contact. The s~c d'lY 1.i. Con;-:-ny ccnducted n.:.~nt()n~nce opor "tions :me! 
furnished tho re·.dy re-:.ction forco for FSB ALLONS II. 

f. 1~ Now lull: On 18 j~u[.ust TF 1-16 continuec. ccnbinod opcr:-,tions with 
tho 4/9 Inf. (:..J.'1VN). I. ~c: C Conr~Jly conductEil ground recc.:1..l'J.c.iss'nco in the 
rubber northwest of ;~N LOO nne. southwest of FSB E.'J'.J,E I, while one cor'.,f''ny of 
the 4/9 Inf (i.nvN) conducted clover le:cf reC('!ID.:'.iss.::.nce c!=,er:ctions north, 
wost, 211!". scr.th of FSB !.J..LONS II. [itlOther COJ:'.r~ny c f the IJ9 Inf (;~nVN) 
r~'1in0d a.t LLLONS II 2S :l rendy re':',ction fe-rco. 

C CoOP~:1Y' fO'l1:d Wh:.lt :lLc~.red to bo 'J. rest 2.r::<t (XT 694905) just cast of 
the vil12GG of PHU I.O. Theyl::tor fcunc! (~OC1..IConts which indic~toc. th'lt tho 017 
rlCcoilless R:i.ne Conr:lIly, 272nd VC noci1~ont, 9th VC Division hc.c~ been in the 
a..rca.. 

A Coop:!J."1y n::tdo contJ.ct with eight ener:y sOlc1iers ncrth of tho vilb.ge of 
PHil LO a.t XT 68912. *~ Con["ny rursuecl :,,,S the onony fled to tho northwest. 
l'.. .:nd C Conr:::nios nJ.c.o J. cv'):rdb,tcd sweer "lith C ;n(~ B/1-5 C::.v:'.lry, but with 
negative results. 

Lc.tor th:!.t cftern::on A CenI rny Ll:lCe cont ~~ct while ;'"C'vinC west of rnu LO 
to reinforce C/1-5 c.t XT 673905. B/1-5 ncvoc;' south to reinf('rce:..l'J.(~ inte:rcUct 
the encny withclr::::::~!J.l fron js blcckinG' resi ticn north of PHU LO, 'lhw nrtillerv 
supported c.s 1'. CooI2ny rursuc.c. tho ener.y into the j Ul1Lle, ;. swoop of the 'lTe:l. 
producGd 3 UVI./VC c:oad:11c1 .1.n '),ssortnent of wc"',rcns. 

On 19 August c:.::1 :. PC fron 1.. ConrJl1:y strack::. '15-rcunc1 rrossure detonated 
nine "'hieb wouncloc. L non ·c.l1(1 c:;;stroyed the .LPC. 'fuc 4/9 Inf (:,ffi1N) sent two 
cooF'n:tos to oJ:en QL 13 ':J0twoen FSB :.LLONS II .:me: the northern bounc~,:,.ry of 
its itO. 

On 20 I.U[;ust C COI:.r":."1Y founc~ two VC bc'(~i0S ;,nc. (~t;stroyod 50 fichtine ""0-

si tions "Thile on coc.bil1od cpor:.tions with !:.RVN forc0s. The oper:,,,tions center­
ed betwoon PHU LO, in the rubber northwest of ~'.N LOC, :mel ;l.P HID. 'lhe two VC 
bodies were crec1ited to C Corr:'J1Y for the :cction of 12 I.utust. 
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Ch 21 llUi:;USt the second pl,'"ttcon of C Co::r -llY escorted ::'. squ:.c1 of the 
919th Engineer OoOr2117 done QL 13 fro:' .UI LOO to LOO NINH. :JJout 300 Deters 
south of the n.."lbush site of 17 Jiugust (0 Oonrc.ny) tho us forms ,;gnin vere 
onbushed froIl ea.st to west bya.n NVA conr:my. 0 CoIlPJIly (-) r:!oVec1 fran FSB 
fJ:.LONS II north nlone QL 13 to reinforce while r..rtillery, a. LFT,:mel 1. Blue 
Mo.x surported the colunn. However, the enor2Y force slil red into tho jungle, 
le:::.ving 11 doc.d and one NVl.. roW. The US forces suffered 4 wOll..'I1eled. L1.ter 
intcrroE;:J.tion of the rrisonor identified the oncny unit os the 03 Oon:r-~ny, F!I 
fu.tt:::.lion, 209th NVA PlCginont. 'Jhrouf,hout the c_o.y TF 1-16 securecl FSB IJ:.IDNS 
II and THUNDER IV. 

On 22 /lo.llgust II end 0 Conr'lll1.es conducted a conbinod reconl1:,iss:nce in 
the rubber northwest of liN LOC. 'Jhe 14th Conr1ZlY of 4/9 Tnf (J.illVN) reIJ.~ed 
at FSB llLLONS II as c. reLCly re)ction force while the 15th ~'m/l_ 16th Cor2p"'nies 
conducted reconn:Jissonco operations in the junffle to the f~r northwest of AN 
LOO and south of LTL 17. The d8.y p:.ssed without incident. 

L.'1te in the cltornoon of 23 llugust the TF 1-16 cO'Tt-nc1 .'ncl control heli­
copter l'ocGivGCl 50 0'1_liber TI:J.chineeun fire G.t XU 693018. l;rtillery, tc.ctic"'~ 
cir and a pink tc~. sc.tur::\ta:l the ere::, but kUled no eneny. 

On 24 Im[,ust 'lY 1-16 ond one conr21lY of the 4/9 Inf C~~VN) ccnc.ucted 
ccnbined opcr:.tions nec.r XU 693018, but found nothinc. 

On 25 ,/,"..ue::ust TF 1-16 and 4/9 Inf (l.RVN) conc1uctoc r::nintcnonce cper~ticns 
nt FSB IJ:.LONS II. 

On 26 :lU6'Ust 1'1/3/11 li.CR bar-IDe OPGON to TF 1_16. II. ~npC',n~" ;'..'1c. one rlc.t­
oon of ~i Tr,y,P recc:l.."1od rcrth f~.'on FSB fJ:.LONS II eJl QL ~ ~. 0 Oonpony ::ncl ene 
pb.toon of ri '~or tr:'.nsl"crtocl tho 14th mel 15th C'''''r~nies, 4/9 Inf (l:..i.lVN) 
c.long QL 13~,'.) the ':'uhbo': 2t XU 7604. 

C OonpJ.:.:? an:" nno r =-2tocn of M Troop nDelo the'r reccnn.:is s;.nco west of 
QL 13 to just south of the 0-0 BriC! line. L.t thc.t [Oint :::m NVL. plc.toon 
sprang :m o.Dbush. During the firo fiGht::1. t~11k fron H Oo:o:r::-l1y struck 0. 50 
pound pros sure dotonf':ted cine which wounded three 2-11C: ca.usccl tho loss of the 
tank. Artillery :::md Q. LFT surrorted the conte-.ct end the ~·.nTh were inserted. 
o ConpOlly, 1-5 C:WCtlry Ilovod south to est ;.1::lish 2 blockinG position. While 
pursuing tho encny, a.n .~PC hit -: nine, wounc:inc one .:me c:..:stroying the ."...PO • 
.I.;' sweep producoo 4 NVi~ killed. One Kit Co,rson Sccut wns 'lIse killod in the 
action. Docuncnts found Ci1 the ecdies iccntifiec! the Z28 S1;-por TIeconn~,iss2llce 
Eo. t wi on. 

g. nesour·~cs centrol pcint: On 27'll~~ 28 .·~ULUS.l~ IT 1-16 contiiued 
cODbinAQ US/ 1'..J.1VN a~:or::1t:1.::'i:1S in the northern ;c.r1:;:i,(n of i-!:,s LO. On the 29th 
of l1U[}l,st Q. rOSQur·:<' CC:':"l"(T'vl pC'l'1t wns estc:tJ.ishoJ. on QL 13, sUPI'crting the 
South V~.etn.:'1:880 N:::-::ionc.~_ Polic,: while c. thc.:.'ough ",eGrch of civili.,7ns::md 
vehicl(Js w:::.s ::::i!.e 0 

h. :ulVN ch';:;!lr:'es ~ On 30 !~ucust TF 1-;6 novoc scuth tc reconn the ::treD. 
north ::md west of Al~ LOO. }·fe:J.,'1vhile the 14th :.nc~ 15th OOTcr~nios, 4/9 Inf (LRVN) 
conductad ::: foot ~1nI'ch freD FSB :.LLONS II to :.N LaO to beccno tho IJT IDO 
securi ty force. 
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On 31 l.ueust the 9th ond 10th Conr'llios, 3/9 Inf (:lJ1VN) repl:--,cod the 4/9 
Inf (t..RVN), and begon conduct:J.n[ oonbinec: oper:ltions with TF 1-16. 'lhe 3/9 Inf 
(:-RVN) Coml:Jlld Ibst WQS novO(: to FSB .~LL(fiS II i.1Ild the 9th Cmp:my sorved as 

II reody reuction force with C Con],:'c.ny. 'lhe 10th Coorcny reconnod the ncrthern 
J.VJ while A Conpr.ny conductod reconn'1issrulce in the southern porUm. M Trocp, 
3/11 ACn, w~ relensed OPCX)N this date. 

On 3 Septeober tho 10th Coor~ (AWN) nnd the he'ldquarters of 3/9 Inf 
(JilWN) left FSB !ll,ImS II to continue orer~tions wi th 2/11 !~Cn while the 9th 
Con.'1pD.y, 3/9 Inf (..:"u'1VN) reconnocl the northern pcrtion of the TF 1-16 .11.0. 

i. New contAct: On S Septenber the S'2 of the. 1-16 wus given the 
mssion of checking v111'lges to the west of AN LOC 'Which h::!d received ncrt.').r 
fire the previous n1eh t. 

At 1443 hours that day the S'2 and ~ platoon tron .~ Coopc.ny were tmbushed 
by II pln.toon-sized enen:y force while movine west on Highw:1Y noar XT 723888. 

1l. c...."ld C COCIpl1Jly noved to reinforce. but vere cnbushed by n ba.ttalion-siled 
forco t·",') ldJ. cDeters \vest of AN LOC. 1.rt11lery supported uirl.le c. b'luc M1X hit 
the nroCl. wit:;. l.I'A. '2he cont,,-ot continued ootil 1757 hou.!:[,:', whon the CO, 11th 
iCR oroo:'OCl TF 1-16 to brook contact nnd DOVe to secure .?SB ;..LLONS II ..,nd 
THUNDER IV. Two US soldiers were killed in the ba.ttle, :'llc. 25 wounded required 
evacuation. TF 1-16 Dovod bQck to FSBs ALLONS II nne. THUNDEi1 IV l02ving 63 
dead VC in the rubber. 

On 6 Soptenbor TF 1--:6, 4/9 Inf (AJiVN) ::.nd 2/15 Cav nlry (.'l.WTN) swept the 
contC'.ct c:.rea ()f ScP-~',Qnbor )0 '!he 4/9 Inf (lill.\'N) cr.p:Jroo ,:. VC who identified 
the K9 Batte: :~on, 2':'2nd VC Reginent as the unbushh:..'_' '.m:1:L During the swoep 
they elsa fOltld 4 iiF -47s :md 3 anti-nrcrnft posi·i;·''::;!lS, c. destroyed 50 c21iber 
Dcchine[,-un, 2-; fieh·:',L."lg pcsitions v.l. th no overhead ~'(:'1rcr, 3 COlJIlt:l11d bunkers, 
and 37 figrtir..[; positions with two to throo feet of cverhend covor. 

FreD 7 to 10 ScptOI!ber TF 1-16 continued US/l:u.1VN operations llIld worked 
north and west of 1lN LOC with onbush r~.trols. On 10 Sel'tenoor H Conp"ny, 2/11 
1.CR wn.s placed OroON to TF 1-16. 

j. l-foye to FSB E.'.GLE II: On 12 ScptaDber TF 1-16 recoivod o1":1ors to 
closo FSB l..LIDNS II, which had becone oxtreD.Oly nuddy due to nonsoon r~ns,and 
esto.blish FS:l FJ~GLE II. 'It '3 sono d'lY the 9th Conr!lny (I,.Irm:: c1.QPc.:-tod FSB ALLONS 
II for FSB E{:..GLE I to COLc't~.ct operCltions with its r::tre~t ,=:::.;;~;:..::,.:m" TF 1-16 
c.rrivocl c.t FSB FJ~GLE II a.t dusk ~d R ~oop, 2/11 Len se::".L:,.)'2 j'f:B ':r.~W~ER IV. 

On the 13/14 S8ptoubo:." the sterUiz~ticn of F3B ALI':;ilLj 1.7 -.:.::'.s conr lated 
and o.obG,3h p.2t:::ols 'p:~e pl.-.ced in the rubber~j ,)'G wes'c of i;J,.T LOC. 

k. .}~t,_~t~:"7 s-:;:~}:1ll::.',~l.: Fro!:"! 15 t.t .. :7 Scrtenber TF 1-'16 continued 
operntiJ:'1s iI: :its AC 'Jithn'.',t cor;.t;.'.Ct. 

Or. 18 &!}Genber the·' -16 br' (Bach) roc:'~,~7od r.I"tters to bu pre:r:CTed to 
rea.ssULlO operc~tic:.nnl aont~~01 of L. Trcop, 1-4 C~,:nl.l··y ::md to retu...--n to 'the 
First Infmltry Divis.~ J.n. 

On 19 ScptOllber flo nnd C Conr::mies renained a.t Z1~GLE I, conducting r.l'lin­
tGnonco oper:ltions in I=re];nro. tioD for the rond n'lI'ch to 1.:' .. I KHE. 
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H/2/11 flOn o.nd Howitzor Ba.ttery, 2/11 ACR, which hcf. boon DS to the 1-16 Inf 
sinco 8 l..ueust, beca.Dc OPOON to TF 3/11. 

On 20 Septenber 1-16 In.f (Mech), 111-4 Ct.v~.lry, Glld 0/2-33 ~'lrtUlery noved 
south ~ong HighwC;V 13 to Li~I KHE, bocooing OPOON to 1 st Infontry Division. 

9. (U) LOGISTICS: On 7 14ugust the 1-16 Inf (Mach) becone OPCON to the 11th AOn. 
'!he Deti.nontal S-4 conta.cted the 1-16 8....4 a.t Ll .. I KHE nnc1 ea.ve bin infoI'rlntion 
on hov re-supplY would bo conducted, and the genernl pLn for the supr ort of 
the 1-16. . 

Due to c. shorta.ge of spnce .:J.t QUll.N LOI, the tr~s of tho 1-16 Inf were 
ini tiolly r-1tl.ced a.t FSB THUNDE.Ll IV. '!he orig1ninl concept was to ro-sur:l"'ly 
tho 1-16 Inf out of mUNDEn IV, ::md re-supply by air fran QULN LOI. '!he 
na.:lntennnco teaD tha.t cone with the un! t was to opom te fron THUNDEl! IV. 

'.Ihis a.r:ro.nge:o.ont w.s uneosireable fran the beginninG bec['.uso there were 
not sufficent poople in tho 1-16 Inf Suwort Plntaon te crer:;.to fron two 
seperate locations. !aftor one week's opor::.tions, it wns decided that the trr-in 
woUld have to be coved to QUl..N Lor. A locntion yns found nnd on August 15 
tho tro.1ns noved to QUAN Lor. 'lhis relocation inproved the si tU.:J.:tion and the 
flow of supply continued without interru:rtion. 

TF 1-16 USed an a.verage of 7 CH47 sorties per dny for .:J.oria.l resurTly. 
Initially tho unit experiGllced probler'.s due to its la.ck of experience with 
aerto.l re-su;ply. However, in tine the unit provoo. to be very proficient at 
helicopter re-aupply. 

'lhe 1-16 Inf w.s sUHortGd by the no.1nten~nce cont':'..ct ter]:l freD the 
701st M:linte!lQnce lhtt...'1lion. 'lhis tmitls nainten':'..nce suction roncinec1 a.t L1...1 
KHE to support the renn.inder of tho unit. l .. t first the 1-16 Int oxper1enced 
difficUlty in corn:.runicn.tine 'Wi th IJ~I. KHE and in turn vi th the 701 st Ba.tta.lion. 
'!he result wa.s confusion. This problot1 wnS nllievi!J.ted whon tho tr'lins were 
noved to QUAN Lor where hotter connunic~tion facilities were nva.il:::ble. 

1:.tlIJUni tion resupply for the un1 t \I[',S rrovided b:r the QU; .. N Lor :~SP. 'lhere 
wore no na.jor ommnit:1on problans durine the oper~-.tion. Howc.'Vor, the 1-16 Inf 
'Wc.S opera.tine under tho First Infa.ntry Division .~SR, ::-nd thorefore experienced 
nore o.t1IJ1.1lli tion ra. t10nine then the other 11 th ! .. OR um ts • 

10. (0) TOTIJ:. RESULTS OF CONT;.OTS: 

n. 154 NVly1VC KIA 
b. 1 CHlEU HOI 
c. 6 R)l.J's 
d. 4 US KIl~ (1 Died of Wounds) 
o. 149 US WIl.l. 

NOTE: 'lhe statistics cnd~ccounts of cont:.:'.ct contc.ined in this rOf-ort h~vo 
boen taken fren tho 11 th 1 .. 0n INTSTlH. '!he ~,bovo tota.l rcsul ts were 
sub:dtted by 1-16 Inf (t-fech). '!he difforencos a.ro chiefly a. ~C'.tter 
of roportine. 
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T:.SK OnG. .... m.Zi-~TION OF THE FL~ST ILTTl..LI0?! OF THE SIXTEElmf INF.",NTnY (MECH) 

7 AUGUST 
8 I~UGUST 

I¥1-16 Inf t\fech) 
1./1-16 Inf (1l'eeh) C/1-16 In!' <Meeh) 
C/1-16 Inf (l-fcch) I/~-4 Cav (0 PCO N) 
Ii/1-4 Cnv (0 PCO N) C/2-33 1..rty (DS) 
How/2/11 IiCn (DS) 

II :~UGUST 
J 5 ,.'.UGUST 

1~/1_16 Int (113eh) 
!~/1-16 Inf (Hceh) C/1-16 Inf (Meeh) 
C/1-16 Inf (Hech) D/5-7 Cb.v (OPCON) 
How/2/11 L.cn (DS) How/2/11 ACn (DS) 

26 AUGUST 
31 l~UGUST 

I../1-16 Inf (~10 eh) 
A/1-16 Inf (Heeh) C/1-16 Inf (1':l'ceh) 
C/1-16 Inf (¥eeh) £113/11 ACl1 (OPCON) 
How/2/11 l~CR (DS) Haw/2/11 l~Cn (DS) 

10 SEPTEHBEU 
20 SEFTEl:·fBER 

·V1-16 Inf (~ch) 
~/1-16 Inf (Meeh) C/1-16 Tnf (&eh) 
C/1-16 Inf (":och) H/2/11 I~Cn (OPCON) 
11/1-4 Cnv (oPCOn) How/2/1.1 !CJ\ (DS) 
C/2-33 !.rty (DS) 
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G/i-16 :=nr 

: ;:; 10 1'~~...!iSt 

C/1-16 lnf 
llPJ>S. 11 th ACR 
B/1-9 CGv 
4/9 Inf (HNN) 
272nd VC Regt 
Contact . 

",) 12 August 
A/1-16 In! 
C/1-16 In! 
D/5- 7 Cav 
1\6, 272nd VC Regt 
Ocmtact ' '.; 

: "~pre¥:: ': 
) :s 

~; ~j,e~l- :,o;-~'f~i ' J; Q~ :G' 
o· ~.~.:~ , t~. '. ~ , 'J J~ ":-. ~ . 

, - : 8) 13 ,t" ,ici;t ; 
;.-/~ - 16 j".:1.f 
Gmj.J;",·ct 

9) 18 i:ugllst 
1,,/1-1 r: Inf 
G/1- 5 Ce.v 
B/1- 5 Cev 
Conta.ct 

10) 21 August 
. C/1-16 Inf 

03,1\7, 209th NVA 
. Aabuah 
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