]
;\D (5 /f?Z Reprovuced at the National Archives

///}',ﬁ(f‘ﬁfj £
7AKe
i ﬁx 0 c . 2GR
DEPARTMENT OF TIIE ArMY
HEADQUARTERS, 11TH ARMORED CAVALRY REGIMENT
| APO SAN FRANCISCO 96257
AVIC-WE 8 Bet 1969

SUBJECT: Combat After Action Report of the First Battalion of the Sixteenth
Infantry (Mech) during the Battle of Northern BINH LONG Province.

SEE DISTRIBUTION:

Transmitted hercwith is the Combat After Actions Report of the First Batt-
alion of the Sixteenth Infantry (Mech) which was under the operational

control of the 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment from 7 Angust +to 20 September
1969, during Operation KENTUCKY COUGAR.

FOR THE COMMANDER:

DISTRIBUTION: > o
1 0G, USARV i 5,
L
CPT

1 USAAS 2
1 USAIS Asst Adjutant

1 US4CAS

2 ACS FOR

1 USAALMC

1 USAARMS

1 US Military Academy

1 CO, 11th ACR

1 I, 11th ACR

1 Staff, 11th ACR

3 C0, 28th MHD, 11th ACR DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS
DOD DIR 5200.10

17

DECLASS

Authon
By




Reproduced al the Nationai Archives

CONFIDENTIAL

1. (U) REFERENCES AND SOURCES:
a« 11th ACR OPL/N's 6-69, 7-69, and 8-69.

b, 11th ACR FRAGO!'s 11 through 32 to 11th ACR OPORD 6-69 (Operation
KENTUCKY COUGAR).

2. (U) NAME AND TYPE OF OPERATION:

a. The major action in this period was the Battle of Northern BINH
IONG Province, 8-20 August. This battle was part of Operation KENTUCKY COUGAR.

b. The First Battalion, 16th Infantry (Mech) moved to positions near
AN 1I0C in response to the threat to that city. Following pre-emptive operations
and a counterattack, the Battalion conducted combined recomnaissance
and ambush operations with various units of the 9th Regiment (ARVN).

3. (U) INCLUSIVE DATES: The First Battalion of the 16th Inf. (Mech) was
under the operational control of the 11th ACR from 7 August to 20 September 196

L. (U) LOCATION: Tho AN ILOC District of BINH LONG Province,
5. {(U) CONTROL HEADQUARTERS: 11th ACR, QUAN 1OI, RVN.
60 (C) GENERAL:

a. Purpose of the operation: Initially, the Battalion sought to pre-
empt the planned enemy offensive against the populated arcas near AN IOC and
counter NVA/VC attacks made in its area of operations. Later the unit switch~

ed to reconnaissance and ambush operations designed to seek out and destroy
NVA/VC forces remaining in the area.

b, Significant aspects of the operation: The 11th ACR had almost
complese knowledge of the NVA/VC plan of attack and was able to prerare detail-
ed plans for responding to the enemy attack.

7. (C) INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY:

a. GRNERAL: From 2L, July to 6 August enemy activity was limited main-
1y to reconnalssance. There were occasional mortar or rocket attacks and
mining incidents along with some small scale ground probes which tested
defenses., However, there was little significant activity, and newspapers
wrote frequently of the "lull."

On or about 6 August, the enemy forces moved from secure base areas in or
near Cambodia to forward positions throughout BINH LONG Province, increasing
the level of enemy activity throughout the Area of Operations (A40). The
enemy'!s movement was rapidly detected and resulted in mumerous contacts,
ralliers, prisoners, and captured enemy documents, Thus, military intelligence
soon had plans, probable area of operation, and unit identifications of the
enemy forces,
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B. lnit ideptification:
(1) 9th VC Division:

a, 2Tnd VC Roginment: On July 28, C Company, Fifth of the Seventh
Cavalry, engaged a snall cbemy force at XT 715758 and killed two NVA,cap-
turing enany documents which identified the 2718t end 272nd VC Roginments,
C/5-7, which was under the operational control (OPCON) of the 11th ACR,
provided tho first indication of 9th VC Division activity.

Nguyen Van An rallied to the 214th Regional Forces at BINH NINH on 31
July. After two days of interrogation An identified hinself as the platoon
loader of the H21 Sapper Reconnaissance Conmpany, 272nd VC Roginent, a position
he has held since 1964, According to An, about 20 June 1969, elemonts of a1l
four nain force divisions roved into Cambodla, with the 7th NVA and 9th VO
Divisions in the Fishook area.

After this reclocation the divisions scnt reconncigsmnce units to targets
in the III Corps area. These units roturned about 20 July to discuss the All-
icd situation. The battalion commenders of the roconnaolssance elanents of
tho 2718t and 272nd VC Reginents accomp-nied their respective clenents to the
AN [LOC aron, to refine their origininl analysis. An wns with the K6 Battalion
Com:nder, 272nd VC Roginent, as the elazents sclected nssanbly areas,stag-
ing areas and avenuos of approach, An's knowledge of tho attack plons cone
fron his association with the battalion conn~ndor.

An stoted that the 272nd VC Reginent would leove its Cormbodian base area,
cross the Saigon rivor noar XT 5696, and nove nlong a trail th~t rums in an
cast-southoastorly direction to an asserbly area near XT 6696, botweon the
Prck Kong ~nd Ton Le streams. Tho 271st VO Reginent would cross the Canbodian
border ncar XT 5890 and procoed parallel to the 272nd VC Regiront, to estab-
1ish blocking positions botweon LANG BAY (XT 705855) and LANG SAU (XT 690878),
The 272nd VC Reginent would nove into the rubber ~rea noar AP PHU LO (XT 6890)
24 to 36 hours ~fter arriving in BINH LONG Province. The D368 Local Force (LF)
Brttolion would join the 272nd VC Reginent ne~r BINH PHU (XT 715887),

Tho K, ond K5 Battalions, 272nd VC Roginent, plus .the D368 LF Bottalion
wore to attack AN LOC fron the woest, with supporting -ttacks fron the north
and gouth. A : : ’ ' ’

The 9th VC Division's plan was to seige and hold AN LOC for one day. An
stoted that he hecard the 7th NViL Division would lounch attacks at the sane
tine against QUAN LOI airfield, LOC NINH and BU DOP, The 88th NVA Roginent,
9th VC Division and 1st NVA Division would bo responsible for TAY NINH

rovince. :

The 25th Sapper Conprny, 272nd VC Roginent had +tho mission of toking
BINH PHU, with a 15 to 20 ninute rortar -nd/or rocket barrago procceding the
attocks The nortars would be located near BINH NINH,

Nguyen Van Sen, an . ARVN soldier wuntil his abducation by o VC Local
Forco Squad in:July 1968, rollicd to the 399th Regional Forces (RF) at TAN
HUNG (XT 863876) on 2 August 1969. Sen becane « nenber of the 16-nan Pro
agenda section of the X5 Co 28/ XA Co Xit Locnl Force. :

2
CONF IDENTIAL




Reproduced at the National Archives

CONFIDENTIAL

This unit's migsion, bosides prop-ganda, w:s to tax 4P HUNG PHAT (Xa Co 28)
at XT 858848, nd AP HUNG YEN (X Co Xit) at XT 890863. Sen's basoc mp was
located south of SUIO HEO, noar XT 9286, ~bout - half-hour's walk from SUIO
HEO,

On 15 July 1969, two conponies from tho 9th VO Division visited Sen's
basecarp. Sen was told by his Section Lender, Boy Tion, that tho componies!
nission was to roconnoiter the area. Sem talked with nerbers of these wnits
on throc occosions. During one of these noetings Sen was told that the entlre
9th VC Division would cone to that arca. Tho two comp-nies sct up a basecomp
and ronained near therc until late July. He heard that they loft the base-
camp on 1 August ond travelled in the direction of SOC TRANH (XT 843823).

On 1 AMugust, 40 to 50 mon fron the D368 LF Battalion rested in Sen's

basocanp for seven hours, When they departed, they hoaded toward SOC TRANH
Each of thesc units nsked directions to SOC TRANH, Sep; stated.

b. 271st VC Reginont: Whilec conducting o bonb dornge ~sscssnent rise
sion on 9 August, the Aero-Rifle Platoon (iRPs) of the BLACKHORSE Aipr Cav-
clry Troop, c-pturcd Ngo Kuang Tri at XT 605905. Tri, a renber of C6, K2,

F51, (also known as 06 Conpony, K2 Bottalion, 271st VC Reginont) said that
tho K2 Battalion movod to the Fighook ~rea on 28 July 1969, -~nd renained thero
until two days prior to his capturc. On 1800 hours, 8 lugust, the C6 Company
recoived orders to scnd four non to Battalion Headquartors by 0400 hours,9 Aug.
" T+i and the othor three non left the C6 boscearp ot 0340 hours, 9 August
ond travelled cost until thoy were at K2 Hoadquartors by 0400 howrs. These
four and +twelve othors (four from cach of the other three comp nics) were
bricfed by the battalion connandor and givon thoe nission of finding a securo
arca for their respective comp-niss, It is possible th~t thesc gafc nre~s were
to be usod after the lugust 12 attacks.

Tri and the other fiftoen men left the battalion headquorters at 0600
hours and proceeded west with enough rice for ninc doys. Two hours later the
group was spotteds howcver, only Tri was coptured. The POW heard fron verious
ncnbers of the 16 man group that their unit was to attack an undisclosed
arca in the ncar futurc.

(2) 7th NV. Division:

a. Genoral: During the poriod 6 August to 16 A ugust, the 209th
NVA Beginont was identifiod in cont-cts near LOV NINH., The 141st NVA Roginent
was unidentifiod but at least ono battalion noy have p-riticipoted in centacts
northeast of LOC NINH, while the ronaindor of tho Reginent was northe-st of
AN LOC, Tho 165th NV. Reginont also avoided identific-tions howover it wns
belicved to be in  the BO DUC - BU DOP arca.

b, 209th NVA Reginment: Nguyon Von Thion rallied to the 11th Popular
Forcos Flatoon at XU 716050 on fugust 3, 1969. Thien,assistont platoon lender

of the (21 Sapper Reconnaissance Conpany, 209th NV Roginent, had been wound-
od in the leg of July 27 when F Troop, 2/11 ACR ongoged 4 to 5 NVA at XU 726035,
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(They killed ono, md docuncnts found on tho bedy idontified the (21 Sapnor
Roconnaissance Conpany, 209th NV. Regincnt),

Thion had nanaged to avoid capture, but his wound h~d becono worse and
he rallied. Although he changed his story scvernl tines, the following accownt
ranained unchenged throughout the questioning: Thicn and soven other nen
were to roecomnoiter two ~reas, SOC 10 (possibly villoge 10 ot XU 710102) and
o rond junction along QL 13 (pessibly at XU 739045). Thien, tho assistont
conpany commandor tnd scven other nen wore briefed by the compony cormander
and told to discover the size,strength, nd position of the outpost at SOC 10.
The other non wore to reconnoiter a road iunction clong QL13 for a possible
sito for a battalion to ambush an nmored columm, Both groups were to return
to their basecorp noar bridge 40 to report their f£indings by July 29.

Thien's group was told thot 5 to 6 days after their return  the K7
Battolion would attack SOC 10, while thc K8 Battalion onbushed an armored
colum (possibly to intordict reinforcements from QUAN LOI),

(3) 101D NVi Reginent: The Adr Cavalry Trccp, 11th 4CR, killed 41 NVA
and captured six NVA * PWs at XT 605905 on 9 /ugust. Five of thesc prisonors
worc fron the K7, ™2, (also known as the K7 Battalion, 101D NVi Reginent).
Hoang Van Khe, o nastor sorgeont in the signal platoon of the K7 BEattcolion,
wos told that K7 had boon given the mission of ambushing armored convoys (Khe
was told this by the platoon lecader ond was not told whore they would ocours
howover he bolieved thot they would be olong QL 13), The K7 Batt-licn was
ciroute to the onmbush site when it was hit by a B-52 berb strike ot 1630
hours fAugust 8. Khe was told that K7 hod ~bortod the nission -nd would rerain
dispersced in the area to regrowp ond resupply.

(4) Other Intclligonce indicators: Visual recconnnissance rissions flown
by the idr Cavalry Trcop, 11th LCR, dcotected 25 newly constructod bunkoers at
XU 682197, near LOC NINH on  iugust 9, Hec-vy tr-ils th-t showod rccent foot
traffic headod oost-southeast ot XU 678169, XU 682197, -nd XU 675154 were
nlsc detected.

8, (C) OPERATION.L SUMMAIY:

a. Geneppl: In response to the throat agoinst BINH ILONG Province the
First Battalion of the Sixteenth Inf-ntry (Mech), B Comp-ny, First of the
iinth Covalry, the 34th Remgers (LGVN), the 15th Cavelry Reginent (ARVN) and
clanents of tho 9th Infantry Reginent (LRVH) noved into the BL:ACKHORSE 4O
during early Jjugust. Follcwing the serics of -ttacks cn 11 to 13 .August
the 1-16 Infantry (Mech) renm:dned in the 11th AC LD to performn recconn~issnnce
operations until a ncw lull beginning in ndd-Septanber.

b. 7_fupust: On 7 fugust II FFORCEV directed the 1-16 Inf tc lecve
FSB JIM ond nmowe north ond beeone under the operctional control of the 11th ACI

4 cnd C Conpony, plus the Battalion Hendquarters departed FSB JD, leaving
behind the Battalion's rocomn-issance platocn and B/2-32 lrtillery,
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At 1430 hours, August 7, 1-16 renched LAI KHE nd accopted cperational
control (OPCON) of /* Troop, 1-4 Cavalry. This task force (TF) then continucd
the 30 milc march on Highway 13, stopping bricfly at FSB THUNDER III (XT 769
665) to pick up C/2-33 Artillery, Following some difficulty on L 13, the task
force closed FSB ALSPEN I at 0330 hours, fugust 8,

c. Pro~gtiack rlans: At 0730 hours the scme norning, TF  1=16 pontin~
uod 1ts nove to its new 40, One platoon fron & Compony sccured C/2-33 Artill-
ory at FSB LSPEN I yhile the mnit moved to FSB EAGLE I, TF 1-16 assured re-
sponsibl1ity for the Second Squadron, 11th ACR, 10, and the Howitzer Bottery,
2/11 ACR wos placed OPCON to it at FSB EAGLE I, The tosk foreo clso cst-blished
a combined comnand post with the 4th Battalion of tho 9th Inf, Regt, (LRVN),
which was also at FSB ELGLE I, ‘

The Second Squadron moved south nd occupied FSB ASPEN I, assuning resé
ponsibility for a now A0 south and southsast of AN LOC,

At 1400 hours the sanme day TF 1-16 and 4/9 Infantry (ARVN) occupicd the
nevly bullt FSB EAGLE IF (XT 745929), This bocame the Headquartors for TF 1
16 and 4/9 Inf (ARVN), The reconnaissance company fron the 9th Regiment (iRVN)
assistod TF 1~16 in conducting reconnal sonce operaticns, -nbush patrols, ond
providing socurity and rexdy reaction forces for FSBs EAGLE II -nd THUNDER IV,

On tho evening of Jlugust 8, an A Company ambush patrol observed rovenent
neor its location and requestod o Light Fire Toem (LFT) for the contact which
devcloped, Shortly thereafter the enery broke cont-et, fading inte the jungle,
Two US soldiers wore wounded in the action, FSB EiGLE ITI received inccning
nortars rounds.

On 9 fmgust C Company found two 107tm rockets at XT 719920 while cone
ductingz a reconnapissance of the area fron which they had recuived 82rm nors
tar rounds the evenin: of 8 Aurust, Searching farther they fownd 14 bunke
ors, 24 cubic feet a plece with 14 feet of overhead cover, 200 fecot of con-
mnication wilre and one nore 107m. récket, at XT 721922,

/On 10 Aurugt an aireraft from the BLACKHORSE ddr Cavalry Troop spotted
on estinated - VC Company 4n & lizhtly wooded arca (XT 637972) while conduct-
ing o visual reconmissance nission. The ARPs wore insorted and later reine
forcod by € Company, 1-16, a corpany of 4/9 Inf, (ARVYF) and the “Blues” of
B/1-9 Covalry.. ~ ° . . ' a »

The ARPs irmediately acceptod three NVA Chicu Hois, while the US and
AIVN forces swept the arca and made contact with 4 cocpomy-sized for e. The
US/ARVN forees naintained heavy organic fire on the eneny positions as arts
1llery and tacticol alr pounded the eneny positions. The eneny used snall-ams
and automatic AK-47 fire to withdraw into the jungle. When the contact broke
the allicd forces swept the area and found 31 NV. bodies, 4 FOWs, 4 Hoi Chanhs
and an assortnent of NVA weapons and web¥gear. C Comp-ny wns credited with 4
NVE POWs and 3 NV.i killed. Intorrogation of the prisoncrs proved the eneny to
be fron the the 272nd VC Roginent, 9th VC Division, -nd the 58th Artillery
Bottalion. (Sec Intclligence Summnry). . A ’

d. The bpttle: On &ugust 11, TF 1-16 lost A Tro¢p, 1-4 Cavalry which
bocane OPCON to the Third Brigade, FPirst Cavalry Division (44). In return D
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Coupany, 5-7 Cavalry was ploced OPCON to TF 1-16. A Corpany, TF 1-16 contin-
ued ground reconnaissance to tho west of BAGLE II a8 C Company ond 4/9 Inf
(AIVN) hecdquarters moved fron EAGLE II to establish and seccurce FSB ALIONS IT
ot XT 728966, This novo enabled How/2/11 ACR, DS to TF 1-16, to fire in sup-
port of the First Squadron, 11th ACR, at LOC NINH,

On the night of 11/12 August the enenry hit south ond west of FSB ALLONS
IT ond IF 1-16 was ordered to inplement the counterattack plan for AN LOC,
Upon execubing the order, it clmost irmediotely node contact.

In the oarly norning hours of August 12, A -nd C Conmpany were conducting
reconnaissance in the pubbor west of AN LOC (XT 706903). When the K6 Battnliomn
272nd VC Roginent attacked the armored carriers of both companics with small-
arns firo and RPGs, both compmios' cormand tracks were hit by RPGs, D/5-7
Cavolry rapidly reinforced TF 1-16, US artillery, LFT, HFT, Hue Max, and tact-
ical alr wero called to strike the enery a8 woll as 1ikely avenuos of escape.
Tho battlo continuod until 1600 hours whon the €O, 11th ACR ordored TF 1-16
to brongk contact with clements of the K6 Battalion nd gecure FSB THUNDER IV,
ond FSB LLIONS II in proparction for further attacks on AN LOC, There wore two
US killed cnd 27 wounded., Five artored corriors were ~1so destroyod, but the
onenty loft 28 bodics.

On 13 August A and C Conmpony nade 1ight contocts with clanents of the
272nd VC Reginent west of AN LOC (XT 717894). This Rogiment hod suffored heavy
losses tho night beforc, and was not preparsd to fight. Tho enony withdrew,
using evasive tacties, and hid in the rubber, After dusting off two US wound-
ed, TF 1-16 continued to sweep the areo to regain the cont:ct, During the
sweep TF 1-16 found 16 NVA bodies killed in the provious day's action.

On 14 Aagust TF 1-16 conducted reconn-issance north -nd west of AN LOC
and provided sceurity for FSBs ALLONS II and THUNDER 1V,

Just before davn D Conpany recoived a VC ground attack on its night de.
fensive position (DP) at XT 7C3927. Tho cneny uscd 82rm nort-r fire in pre-
paration for the attack. D Conrany exchanged fire with the VC clenents and at
0530 hours, 4 and C Compcony were ealled in to reinforce. C  Conpony 180 es-
corted the conpanles! nortar tracks and by 0657 hours the conbinod forees of
TF 1-16 assuned the defensc of EiGLE I, Artillery, o LFT, Blue ix, ond Srooky
strafed the arca with rockets -nd nini.gun fire in suprort of tho FSB. As the
intensity of the contact d clined, 28 of the 66 woundod US soldicrs were
"medovaced! TF 1-16 continucd to pursuc the enemy, later idontified ns 7
clenents of the 9th VC Division. Agnin, tho onemy nelted into tho jungle,.

The follow-up swoep produccd 31 cnony bodies and nuneroud bloody trails lead-
ing into the jungle.

Following this contrct C Conpony and D/5.7 Cavalry roturned to the vic-
inity of FSB ALLONS II to conduct a rlommed ground reconn-issanco. The twe
conpanics node contact with an unknown-sized ecnamy force at XU 725005. Blue
Max, Spooky, and o IFT surported with fire on the likely ~venuos of eseape,
but the eneny riade gcod his withdrowal, 4 sweep of tho ~rea showed 5 cheny
bodies. The US forces suffered two wounded,
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c, The sftercath: On 15 iuust D/5-7 Covalry moved to FSB KELLY and
begnne OPCON to TIF WRIGHT, C Comp-ny swept tho rco ¢f the previous doy's con-
tact and encownterod a snzll unit. The enawy fled -s C Compeny fired rnd pur-
sued, C Company swept the orcn afterwards -nd found 8 bodics, 5 fro: the pro-
vious night.

L Conpony had been conmducting road clooring cper-tions on QL 13 north
of AN LOC ond yerc near thot village when they nde contact with on eneny .
forec. The cneny fled west intc the rubber as 4 Conprny fired orgonic we~pons
and pursucd. Sifter the cney fled, 4 Company swept the nrca and found nothing,

C Compony and its mor ar platcon eontinued greun ' reconn~iss-nece fron
FSB ALLONS II north on QL 13 and to the west in their A0 ond found nothing,

On 17 lmgust C Conpany nade contoct with a eonpany-sized force while
conducting reconnaissance along QL 13 north of AN LOC, & Troep, 1/11 ACR none
cuvered to reinforce while artillery ond Blue Max hit the eneny positions. in
iPG round struck cn APC, wounding the ecrew of four and c-using the loss of the
4PC. The cnony withdrew into the jungle, and C Conpany rursuod withcut fur-
ther contact. The smme day 4 Conp-ny conducted nodnton-nece oper ~tions nnd
furnished the re-dy renction force for FSB ALLONS II,

f. A Now Inll: On 18 iurust TF 1-16 continuel cembined operxtions with
the 4/9 Inf. (LiWN), 4 and C Conpany conducted growmd rcceanniss-nce in the
rubber northwest of 4N LOC and southwest of FSB E.GLE I, while one corrmny of
the 4/9 Inf [iRVN) conducted clever lonf recenn~issance crerations north,
west, ond scith of FSB ALLONS II, fnother comprrny cf the 4/9 Inf (LRVN)
renoined at LLLONS IT as a ready re-ction force.

C Compony fow? what apre-red to be a rest axon (XT 694905) just cast of
the village of PHU LO, Theyloter found documonts which indieated that the €17
Recoilless Rifle Company, 272nd VC Dieginent, 9th VO Division hat been in the
ared.

4 Conpony node contact with eight encniy soldders nerth of the village of
PHU L0 at XT 68912. . Conp-ny pursucd ns the encny fled to the northwest,

L and C Componics nade 3 coordin-ted sweer with € ond B/1-5 Covelry, but with
negative results.

Later that ~fterncon & Cemp -ny niade contict while roving west of PHU LO
to reinforce C/1-5 at XT 673905. B/1-5 noved south to reinferce -nd interdict
the cnany withdrawal from § s blecking position north of PHU LO, The artillery
supported os L Conmpoany rursucd the cnery into the jungle. & sweep of the area
produced 3 Wi/VC dead -nd an assortnent of we~ycns.

On 19 fugust o . PC fren 4 Compoany struck » 75-ycund rressurc detonated
ninc vhich wounded 4 nen ~nd dostroyed the 4APC, Trhe 4/9 Inf (LLVN) sant two
conponics to open QL 13 “otwoeen FSB ALLONS II and the northern bounc-ry of
its 40.

On 20 Lugust C Corprny found two VC bedics =nd destroyed 50 fihting ro-
sitions yhile on combincd cporations with ARVN forecs. The oper>tions center-
od between PHU LO, in the rubber northwest of LN LOC, ond AP PHU, The two VC

bodics were crelited to C Corpony for the action of 12 lugust.
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h 21 ldugust the sceond platcon of C Copny escorted - sguad of the
919th Engincer Conrany olong QL 13 from AN LOC to LOC NINH, .bout 300 meters
south of the ombush site of 17 August (C Conpony) the US forces ngain were
anbushed from east to west by an NVA conrany. C Compony (~) roved fron FSB
ALLONS II north nlong QL 13 to reinforcc while artillery, a LFT, -nd ~ Blue
Mox surported the colurm, However, the cnory force slijred into the jumgle,
leaving 11 dced and one NVA  FOW, The US forces suffered 4 wounded, Later
interrogation of the rrisoner identified the cnemy unit as the €3 Compony, X7
Bottalion, 209th NVA Deginent. Throughout the day TF 1-16 secured FSB JALIONS
IT ond THUNDELR IV,

On 22 Lugust 4 and C Gompandes conducted a combined reconn~issznce in
the rubber northwest of AN LOC, The 14th Conrmy of 4/9 Inf (AIWN) remained
ot FSB ALLONS II as o redy recction force while the 15th an?! 16th Comprnies
conducted reconnaissancc operations in the jungle to the far northwest of AN
LOC and south of LTL 17, The day possed without incident.

Late in the ofternoon of 23 fugust the TF 1-16 com-nd -nd control hell-
copter veccived 50 cnliber machinegun fire ot XU 693018, frtillery, toctie~l
oir and a pink tean saturated the aresz, but killed no ereny,

On 24 iAugust TF 1-16 and one conpany of the 4/9 Inf (.GVN) ccncucted
ccribined operations near XU 693018, but found nothing,

On 25 fugust TF 1-16 and 4/9 Inf (LRVN) conducted raintenonce cper-ticns
at FSB ALIONS II,

On 26 .mgust ¥3/11 ACR becme OFCON to TF 1-1€, L Sonpony ~md one plo
oon of M Trocp reccrmed rorth from FSB ALLONS ITI ca QL 12, € Coupony -nd cne
platoon of i ZTroop tr-nsrcrted the 14th and 15th Comprnies, 4/9 Inf  (LRVN)
olong QL 13 7o thc rubber at XU 7604,

C Compzyy an? cne rlaotocn of M Troor node the'r recconntiss-nee west of
QL 13 to just south of the 0-0 grid line. At that point an NVA plotoon
sprong on ambush, During the fire fight o tonk from M Corpony struck o 50
pound pressure detonected rine which wounded three onl coused the loss of the
tanke Lrtillery ond a LFT supperted the contoct and  the (LB were inserted.
C Conpony, 1-5 Covalry moved south to estihlish 2 blocking position, While
pursuing the eneny, an 4PC hit - nine, wounding one and dustroving the LFC,
L sweep producced 4 NVL killed. One Kit Carson Sccut was alsc killed in the
action, Docunents found cit the bedies identified the Z28 Sarper DReconnnissance
Bottalion,

gs DRegourses ccntrel peint: On 27 nd 28 Jugus?® TF 1-16 continued
conbined US/ ZRVN o;eraticns in the northern rorticn of its 40, On the 29th
of fwrust o resourse conwrdl peint was estobiished on QL 13, supperting the
South ¥Vietnomese National Police while o therough search of civilions and
vehiclos was ade.

h, [aWHN chonres: On 30 Zumust TF 1416 noved scuth tc reconn the area
north and west of 4l LOC, Meanwhile the 14th nd 15th Conp-nics, 4/9 Inf (LEVN)
conductal 2 foot iareh frem FSB LLLONS II to 4N LOC to heconc the AN I0C
security forcc,
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On 31 fugust the 9th and 10th Conpomnics, 3/9 Inf (LRVN) ropl-ced the 4/9
Inf (LRVN), and began conducting combine? cperations with TF 1-16, The 3/9 Inf
(“RVN) Cammd Fost was moved to FSB LLLONS IT and the 9th Company served as
a ready reaction force with C Conpony. The 10th Conpony reconnod the nerthem
40 while 4 Conmpony conductod roconn-issance in the southern perticn. M Trocp,
3/11 ACR, was released OPCON this date.

On 3 September the 10th Company (ARVN) and the headquarters of 3/9 Inf
(AIVN) left FSB ALLNS II to continue oper~tions with 2/11 ACR while the 9th
Comopny, 3/9 Inf (ARVN) reconned the northern pertion of the TF 1-16 AO,

1. Now contnct: On & Septenber the S2 of the 1-16 was given the
nission of checking villages to the west of AN LOC which had received mortor
fire the previous night.

At 1443 hours that day the S2 and a platoon from .. Company were anbushed
by a platoon-sized eneny force while moving west on Highway near XT 723888,

i end C Compony noved to reinforce but were ambushed by a battalion.siged
force two klcneters west of AN LOC, Artillery supported wnile o Bluc Muwx hit
the arcu wit: LRA, T™he contnot continued wntdl 1757 hours, when the €0, 11th
LCR ordered IF 1-16 to brock contact and move to secure #5B LLIONS II -nd
THUNDER IV, Two US soldiers were killed in the battle, -nd 25 wounded required
evocuation. TF 1-16 nmoved back to FSBs ALLONS II and THUMDER IV lecving 63
dead VC in the rubber.

On 6 Soptember TF 1-%6, 4/5 Inf (ARVN) -nd 2/15 Cavalry (ATWN) swept the
contact crea of Septcmber 5. The 4/9 Inf (ARVN) c-pvured 2 VC who identified
the K9 Battciion, 272nd VI Regiment as the armbushin:' unit. During the sweep
they also fouid 4 4N -47s ond 3 antd-aireraft posivions,; o destroyed 50 caliber
nechinepun, 27 fighting pesitions with no overhead rover, 3 comond bunkers,
and 37 fighting positions with two to three feet of cverhead cover.

Fron 7 to 10 Septexber TF 1-16 continued US/ARWN operations ~nd worked
north and west of AN LOC with mbush pratrols. On 10 Serteriber H Compeny, 2/11
LCR vms placed OPCON to TF 1-16,

J. Moye o FSB E.GLE II: On 12 Soptember TF 1-16 reccived orders to
close FSB LLLONS II, which had becone oxtremely rmddy due to mionsoon raing,and
establish FSC BAGLE II, T:» sone day the 9th Company (LRVN} doported FSB ALLONS
II for FSB EIGLE I to concuct operations with 1its parent -:itilion, TF 1-16
arrived ot FSB ELGLE II ot dusk and H Troop, 2/11 LCR sesixa? PSR THUNDER IV,

On the 13/14 Sertcibor the sterilizatiocn of FIB ALICHS IF wos conyleted
ond anbush potrols swwe ploced in  the rubber to Jie west of AV LOC,

X, Tne ehcior ginodg ¢oiar Fron 15 1o 17 Soptenber TF {16 continued
operations ir its AC «lthovt contiet.
Or. 18 Septanber the ~16 I1¥ (Mech) rec-ived ~mers to be preperet to
reassunc opercticnal eontiol of L Trcop, 1=4 Unvalry and to returm to the
- First Infantry Divicinm,
On 19 Septeuber & and € Conpanies rennined at Z4GLE I, conducting nadne
tenanee operations in preparation for the road march to LAI KHE,
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H/2/11 LCR and Howitzor Battery, 2/11 LCR, which had been DS to the 1-16 Inf
since 8 fugust, became OFCON to TF 3/11.

On 20 Septenber 1=16 Inf (Mech), 4/1-4 Covolry, and C/2-33 lrtillery moved
south along Highwey 13 to LLI KHE, becoming OFCON to 1st Infantry Division.

9. (U) LOGISTICS: On 7 iugust the 1-16 Inf (Mech) becane OPCON to the 11th ACR,
The Reginental S+ contactod the 1-16 S-4 at LLI KHE and gave hin information
on how ze-supply would be conducted, and the generol plm for the suprort of
the 1-16. '

Due to - shortage of space at QUAN LOI, the trnins of the 1-16 Inf were
initially rlaced at FSB THUNDER IV, The originial concept was 10 re-surrly
the 1-16 Inf out of THUNDER IV, and re-supply by oir from QU.N LOI. The
nointenance tean that cane with the unit was to operate from THUNDEK IV,

This arrangenent was undesireable fron the beginning becrusc there were
not sufficent people in the 1-16 Inf Support Platoon to cperste from two
seperate locations. Aftor one week's operations, it was decided that the trnin
would have to be noved to QULN LOI, 4 location was found and on fugust 15
tho trains noved to QUAN LOI. Tis relocation inproved the situation and the
flow of supply continued without interruption.

TF 1-16 used an average of 7 CHL7 sorties per day for acrizl resurrly.
Initially the unit experienced problens due to its lack of experience with
cerial re-supply. Howevor, in tine the unit proved to be very proficient at
helicopter re-supply.

The 1-16 Inf was supported by the mainten-nece contoct tonnn fron the
701st Maintenonce Battoalion. This unitl!s naintensnce scetion renaoined at LLI
KHE to support the remainder of the unit. it first the 1-16 Inf oxperienced
difficulty in cormmicating with LAL KHE and in turn with the 701st Battalion,
The rosult wos confusion, This problen was allievinted whon the trains were
noved to QUAN LOI where better communicaotion facilities were availcoble.

[nronition resupply for the unit wos provided by the QUAN LOI LSF, There
were no nojor armumition probloans during the oper-tion, However, the 1-16 Inf
wos operating under the First Infantry Division (SR, ond therefore experienced
nore armunition rationing thon the other 11th LCR units.

10, (C) TOTAL RESULTS OF CONT.CTS:

n. 154 NVA/VC KIi
b. 1 CHIEU HOI

c. 6 RUs
de 4 US KIL (1 Died of Wounds)
ce 149 US WILL

NOTE: The statistics ond accounts of contact contained in this report have
bacn token fren the 11th LCR INTSIM, The ~bove total results were
submitted by 1-16 Inf (Mech). The diffcrences arc chicfly a rotter
of roporting.
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T.SK ORG.MIZATION OF THE FI.ST B.TT/LICY OF THE SIZTEENTH INF.NTRY (MECH)

7_AUGUST

4116 Inf (Mech)
C/1<16 Int (Mech)
i/ m, Cav (OPCON)
C/2-33 irty (DS)

11.4UGUST

L/1<16 Inf (Moch)
C/1-16 Inf (Moch)
D/5-7 ay (OPCON)
How/2/11 ACR (DS)

26 _LUGUST

L/1-16 Inf (Moch)
C/1=~16 Inf (icch)
M/3/11 4CR (OPCON)
How/2/11 LOL (DS)

10_SEPTEMBER

4/1-16 Inf (Mcch)
C/1-16 Inf (Moch)

H/2/11 LCR  (OPCON)

How/2/11 LCR (DS)

Inclosure 1
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8 LUGUST

1/1-16 Inf (fech)
C/1-16 Inf (Moch)
Lf1-4 Cav (OPCON)
How/2/11 LCR (DS)

15 ~UGUST

L£/1-16 Inf (Mech)
C/1-16 Inf (Mech)
How/2/11 .CR (DS)

31_LUGUST

3/1-16 Inf (Moch)
0/1-16 Inf (Mcch)
How/2/11 LOR (DS)

20 SEFTEMBER

L/1-16 Inf (Moch)
C/1-16 Inf (“ecch)
A1<4  Cav  (OPCON)
C/2-33 rty (DS)










