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DEPARTMINT OF THE ARMY
91L9TH ENGIVEER COMPANY (ARMORED)
APO SAN FRANCISCO 96257

AUTC~T. 13 Jemmary 1970

SUBJECT: Goabat Opertticns After Action Repord

COMUANDING OFFICER

AT ARCDAED Chan WY RLG
ATTN¢ AVICwE -
APO SAN FRANCISCO 96257

1. NAME OF OPERATIMN: Kentucky Cougar

2. DATES OF CPERATTICN: 22 sine = 30 November 1970

3+ LOCATION: Northern ITI Core Zane-dn Loc-Toc Ninh avea, XT854835-XT625809 and
XT70% 720p-LT723TT5.

e COMMAND HEADQUAR.:RS: 1lth Axmared Cavalry = ziment

5. REPORTING OFFICERS: CPT Richard A, Corradini, 1iT Barry G. Hittner,

T Michael G. Kuehn, 1IT Iloyd M, Livingood, snd 1IT Rexford K. Wideuner,
6. TASK ORGAN:ZATION;

J.9th Fngr, Co. (Axmd) General Support 1lth ACR

lst Flt 919th Engr Co (Amd) OPCON 1st Air Cav; Covey security to
Phue Vinh

2nd Pt 919th Engr Co (Armd) Direct Support 1/11 ACR
3rd T1t 919th Zngr ColAymd)  Direct Support 3/11 ACR

Iith P1t 919th Engr Co (Armd) Direct Support 2/11 ACR
SEAR O TET s L

T. SUPPRTING _FORCES: N/A DONGRAR S T 1

LRCLALL P ATTR 12 YEAR
. Lo OIR fou 1o

17

DECLASS

oty
Z.D.

Au
By



Reproduced at the Nabonal Archives

8. mm.uamm. Seezllth ACT INTBWM

9> MISSIONs The 917i: Ingineer Ocmpany (Arurod) was to provide direct
coriat Bauglnoor support o Wo Llth ACR far the duratim of the ,Wticn.
10, CONCEPT OF OPERATICN: 1% seperete platoons of the 91.9th Engineer
Company (Axmored) were OFC(L to individual troops or teams of the 1lth ACR
or a mission by mission tasis to ensure thd meximum wtilisstion and

speed of mission exacution., BEngineers were cspdble of demolition wark, ford

and AV‘LB vonstruuiion, retcsssl...nce, NDP construction, turnel exple:ai

e R R R e

security, mine dstecticn; and camhat as an armmor elemente

et D St

f 11, EECOTION:
| S . WM)

On 21 June the Platoonl Dovame stiached to M Co and an 23 Juns maved

4

sut with M Go on a recon mission. The engineers ware used as right and
left security while on the move aud it w3 their responsibility to search
and destroy ény burker complexes encountered. 1 29 June, a Bn size bunkar
camplex was discovered and destroyed by the FPlatoone

On 28 June, *he Platoon secured an AVI® site for M Co and K troop.
After arossi.'}.g wag accamplished, the engineers secuwred & disahled Recov-
ery vehicle and 3 tanks., On 30 June, the Platoon laagered at FSB Side-
winder and began sweeping the road from An Ioc to Thunder IIT daily, On
7 July, wille with M Co, the Flatoon destroyed 17 tupkerss Fram 17-31
July, the Platoon was located at Quan Ici for a mal ntemance standone
Dwring = . e~d ... iyl oo .. <f Sep, the Platoon was located at Black.-
horse Basscarp where “ncv agsumad the responsibility of sweeping the road

fraom Mm to Xuan Loc and Cam Mye On Scp, the Ilatoon moved to
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B Agpen Iia m 6 fep; vi.7e n a mineswoep with M Co, the Flatomn wea
arbushed, Tho ra.:ulii*.g astion credited the engineers and M Co with
98 nvmo On 12 Sep, the Fiatnon was replaced by the 3rd Flatoon and
came intvo Quxr Lol to suppurt the ccnpany HQ sectione From 1LU~2l Sep, the
Flatocn ~wovlded =acte”’ -~ -+ the olosing of FSB Allons II and FSB Bagle T~
The mﬁ&%m,' during this tine, slu) participated in the clesring up
ofFSBﬁnmder?. On 21 Sep, the Platomn retarmed to Quan Lod and began
cms'ln.'mtim of a 30 x 15 £t camei# bunker for the G19th Ergr Co (Armd).
QnZSand%Sep, eight mon of the Platoon were OPCIN to the ARPs for a
demoldtion mi--icn, The enginecers were alr lifted to & bunker complex
northwest of Quan Lol and destriyod 50 enemy bunkers, From S=11 Oct, the
Platoon wlidened and repaired a taldge at XIi77 '3 and constructed and
placed culverts at the same location, TFram 17-25 Ociy; the Flatoon
enlargad a command bupker and conducted a recon for AVIB sitea on Rt 30}
*. On 25 Oct, the Platoon road marched to FSB Gwen.

fram 3L Oct to é Koverbar, the Flatoon was daily enpogod i cutbing

© trees into 22V = 1LY lengths and stacking them in preparation for the

constamoetion 5f a?’:ﬂ:@.«,‘ez roade On 7 & 8 Nowy, the Il-toon wma ongaged in
ths cmatmmﬁ.mof an NP et XT823842 and campleted placing the wire
arouncd th2 perimeter cn **- 13th of that monthe On 10 Nov, the first
squad of the Platoon was sent OPCUN 1o A txoope

On 1k Nov, while on a recon mission, the Platoon discovered 9 abmdaned
bunkers along the tree line at XT824835 and made plens to destroy the
‘mplacemente 3t a Joter date, During 12-18 Nov, the Platoon was engaged
in regular mil o pwespliy speraiions and, during ﬂlipemod, discoverad
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sevem 23 it -iloom pressrwe iype mincs; w1l were blown in place, On o

-scperate uccasionsg the [2%h and 17th of Nov, the Platomn was called upa

to apreed a total of 50 gellens of pm-wdne on 1Z at msaosa.

On 27 Fov, the Flatoon ~ag engaged in repedring & ford site at 1‘1525809
and, ding this operation, lost 2 men WIA. On this sae day, the Flatomm
discoves: 2 gemerate - -: me 25 1b Chicom pressure type and me
booby~txapped RPG round; both wers blown in place, Other mines wers
disoovered on the 28th (2 23 1b Chicom pressurc type-blown in place),
29th (2 23 1b Chicau Pressure type-blowm in place), and the 30th (one 83mm
rond buried in the road-blown in place)s During the rems ne of November,
the Flatoon ccnducted daily mine sweeping operations in the An Ioc -

Ioc Ninh areas

Taind Platoan/ 919th ingr Co (Armored

On & June, the Platoon constructed an NIP at coordinates XT739820 which
was nzrad FSB scldawi.ndw. The Platom ramsncd st this 1ocai.im until
28 Jxme. Lopds m time the Phtom oon:h:c'hed daily mine sweep operations

and culvert recon @ ong QL l3. They were also a reactionary forca for

tha resupp]y cmvoy to Quan Loil, Fram 29 June to 8 July, the Flatom
wag stationed at Loc Ninh when the equy was ambnsneda The acticn
resulted in 22 NVA/KIA, 1Pow, hEng:Lneers KIA md]lEng*‘xeers WA, On
10.Ju:g.y J&;he Pnoem moves T 1911 I-oi Ior two ohl Ma. “h:ile at Quern |
the '}:Pléivsom soxved as a reactionary force for the raaupply convoy fran
Iai Khe. |

During the first wesk of Angust, the Platom workéd on various

congtruction projects at L
s of o1 evoo of 14 S 1
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the Flatoon played a major role in plugging a hole in the perimeter defense
of Quan Loil, The perimater wos abttacked by NVA sappers, fhe w:!.\'e wag
breeched, «:d Une ememy was insids the basecamp. The Platoon aided in the
evacuation of frienciy casﬁﬂ;‘a tier and held a 200 neter front until redin-
forcenente arrived, T.us Flatoon and ‘i CEVE from the campany's msintenance
section were oredited with W euaiy (IA and the dnﬁncti&: o:f two RPCG
teans dwring ihis action. Yor the remsining weeks of August the Platoon
worked at Quan Loi building bumkers., Thoy also dispatobed one vehicle
crew and a2 mine sweep team to An Loc to secure a tridge sites On 1l Sep
tlie Flatoany, OPCIN to M Ccy moved to FSB Aspen II. The Flatoon remained
there for the rest of Sep providing security and daily mine sweeps in
vae Mmren IT axeas On 6 Oct the Ilatoon moved to @ new NIP at coordinates
XT70592) and performed dericli-ion work in the area, later in the morth
the Platoan moved to FSB Bagle I and cleaced the area of enemy fortif-
ications and cbstacless On 2l Oct 12 enemy bunkers were located and
destroyeds On the following day a other 19 tunkers were destroyede
On 23 Oct the Platomn moved fran NIP Eagle I to coordinates IT69?928.
Before lsavir; Bagle I, tic Platoon destroyed sll excess ammo and
cantured eremy ammo 2rnd destroyed all entrences ¢ the NDP

On 30 Oct, the Plutoon conducted 2 recon mission at X:l'éthJS
swrveying possibles ford siics and checking the servigeabillty of an
alrzady e=xisting Bailey Pridge. On 9 November, the Platoon was attached
to M Co #:d canuucted recon operations for ford and/or wulvert sites in
the vicirity of XIOLE - From 11-15 Nov, tho Flaiooa constructed a crossing

™
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November, the Platoon provided rine sweeping operations in the An Loo=

Broth Platon/9ioth Enge Co (Armd)

v . "he memth of July, the Platown provided convoy secnri}w on QL 13
from Quan Ioi to Thwncoar 111 and from Quan Lot %o Loo Ninhe On 17 J-0'y
the Platoon al ong with elements of tho company’s malntenance section
reacted to en arbush on QL 13. The contacht resulted in 13 NVA/KIA., During
this action the man guns of the company?s CEVs were put ta extensive
use, To our knowledge this is the first time the main pgun of a CEV was
fir t in cambat in Viet Nam,

During the laso pzvt of July and 'hhe besnning of August the Platoon
was located at FSB ispens The Platoon, during its stay there, Improved the
perimeter defenses by se''ing up trip flares and bullding a L3 foot watch
toers In addition to irproving the dafenses, the Platomn conducted
daily mine sweep and culvert recona between Duc Vinh and Thunder IIT. On
A6 Aug, the Platoon traveled to Quan Loi, On that day the Flatoon was
given the mission to proceed to An Loc and recover a 50,000 gallon fuel
tanker that had overturned on QL 13 at coordinates XT756880. The
Lo, o te bk howrs of work, was recovered with its load intoct and it
was escarbed back to Jman Loi. On 7 Aug the Flatoon departed Quan Lo? -.
given the mission of building a new iSB, Eagle II, largs enocugh for ths
2/11, 2 ARVN artillery baiteries and an ARVN Bn HQ. Sixty percent of the
berm wam comletod after the first day of worke The following day the
bum wes campletes v gunm posihions were canstructed. The platoon
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On 27 Aug the Platoon moved with H Co and conducted mine sweep

_operations fram coordinates XT723775 to XTT3T79h to XT725779 and found

? Chicom AT mines, 2 6Qumro\mda and 1 RFG-7 romd. The Platom then
lis:ed up with H Co md E Trp and, on their veturn trip to FSB Aspen II,
they were arbushed by an estimated platocn sics NVA force, No casualities
were reported by the friendly forces and 6 NVA were KIA, On 29 Aug
the Platoon with F Trp traveled south paralleling the Minh Than road to
coordinates TFTZ3TTS. From there they swepb to IT70778h, the location
of a damaged tank snd AGAV. Those vehicles were hlown in place, On
30 Aug the Flatom left Aspen IT and traveled to the village of Lang
Nam, This village was searched revealing 3 cannisters used to flre
rookets, an NVA firsi 211 pouch and an REG-2 booster.

Cn 1 Cr) *-2 Platoon moved to Di An. “he Platoon stayed there umtdl
10 Oct pulling mainteam ce an their wehicles, putting in c«meqrt:l.na and
trip flares to improve the perimeter defense. The le also
conducted mins sweeping classes and demaliticn classes for 2/11
persaaeal and construoted quarters for the 2/11. The Platom, during
this time, also aided in the comstruction of tent frames for Regt HQ at
I’ Hoa, The Platoon left Di An and laagered at FSB Marge on 10
Oct. The rest of the month found the Platow. ¢igaged in daily mine swoep
operations in the vicinity of Marge. During mine sweeping operations,
the Flatoan discovered aid removed 2 23 1b Chicam AT mines an 17 Oct.
Also on that date 21 bunkers, one recently abandoned, were discovered
and plans wero made to dastroy them at a Jater date. On 19 Oct an

LTI iovldge was emplaced ab ~Uvhed 68 anl a foed alie wes constructed

1l
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First Matom,” 919th Engy Co (Amd)
n 22 funa the Platoan moved ¥o & bridge site at XT8L733L with & doger

from the lst Engr BEn and repaivred damage causedby hezvy rainse They

remained al the site as & security force wntil 25 Junes Fram 25 Jime
o 7 July the Platoor: wre ~iaticned at FSB Thunder I, there they conducted
daily mine sweep operationa and acled as Wﬁfmﬂwma@mcm
to Quan Lol, '

Fran 7 Jw'y to 3L July the Flatom was statidned at FSB Friedz
XT585335 and conducted daily mine sweeps to the Ben Cat bridgss On
17 July the Flatoon conducted a mountsd ambush patrol at n%asaas. The
fallowing day the Platoon made contact with the ememy while trying
to return to FSB Frieda, Approximately 1015 NVA were encountered,
e FOW waa taken, On 19 July, while supporting A troop 1/11 ACRy the
Platon mads canlaet with 710 VC which resulied in )y VC/KIA and
1 VC/WIA.

Frmiékugto&ﬁ.ug the Platoon wndsr the direction of the lst
Cav began clsaring land for LZ Am, During this seven day perlod the
men of the Platoon with demolitions and a dozer cleared over 100 troes,
Tn addition to olsaring land for the LZ, the Flatoon constructed 2L tunkers
and encircled the arza with mare thon 1600 meiers of triple standard cone
certiny fence, On 23 Aug the Platoan was divided: 1 squad worked on
caonpletion of FSB Kelly and another cleared flelds of fire at NDP Allons II
and the 3rd s;vad was used as convoy security from Ioc Ninh ©o Quan Loi,
In 1 Sepy 1 ACAV and a five man crew fram the Platoon working with

G Twp /13 wend én & rocon ndssion and fownd twenty bunkerse The next
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day on & similar mission 5 X miles nothwest or 12 Ral‘l.y, 200 fighting positions
Were discoversde Gn 5§ Ser tomber LZ Kelly moeived :!mming RFG, mortor
and recciiess. x'jne roundse That morning & mep of the. ‘ares o;f oontaot
was conducted resulting *n centach with 'bhe'ensnw and the engineers were
credited with 12NVAAKTA. n 23 and 2 Sop, ‘the Platoan constructed &
Glass 12 log tridge and canducted recons of othew possible bridge and
ford sitese TFram 25 Sep to 11 Oct the Platoon was laagered at FSB Debe
The Pirst 6 days were spect constructeing 1500 meters of berm, 200 meters
of triple stehdard ooncertina fence &nd reinforcing bunker positions to
improve the psé:imeter dofenses The élg:i.naars, fram 3 Oct to 11 Oct,
conducted daily mine sweeps betwoert FSB Jon to FSB Dob and along QL 13
from Ioc Ninh to FS3 Thunder II%s Ih addition to keeping the roads
(... the Platoon also §eshmyed defoctive ammumnition and an obser=
vation tower at FSB Jone During the First days of Noveinber, the Platoon
concucted demolition classes f.'c:" members of A, B, 8, and D Troops,
pulled maintenancs on tl'leir vehicleé and provided convoy security
to Loc NMinhe On 12 Nov, the Flatoch einforced & Bailey Bridge on
QL 13 at XUT22973 using :5 xé x I ti:ﬁbars.

On 13 Nov the Plalcon moved to Bpecial Forces camp in the vicindty
of 113283878 and pulled security for the 501 Rome Flow Company. On
15 Nov while returning to Phoc Vinh, the Platoon was ambushed by an
uknown sized enemy farce in the vicinity of XU267973 receiving
negative casualities. The ITatoon returned to Quan Loi on 19 Nove
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at 217669?2. From 22-28 Oct the Platoon mrld.ng out af Marge worked on
Mo Aqhm iam&om, dra‘v* »y =ad cloaning & swiming pool and
raplaﬁ.ng culverts aioig 2L 1 3.

12. msm*.zss mmmnec 6
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LOGISTICAT, ATD A iIs T‘?.&m Ws Any' existing 1ogistzl.cal probilans
can be adequately minimized ir the Squam-m Gmnanders take an active

and peraomnal in the gltuation,

1}, SPECIAY, EQUIPMENT AND TECHNIQUES: -Again, the 1% ton cargo trailer wis

proven to be the wrang vohicle for armor operationss There ls not enough
roaa in an AGAV fm:an mg'maew squad, its ‘ocls, and equiment.‘ The
trailer would be fine on roads but that is no. waditimal Cavalry countrye

An MShS ca;rgo carrier;, a:ked, per plataon would Nlp ease this current
e i . A : 1-.. :u .-\‘_: h‘\L - ,-k ) k! :

and recmv:mg mo'buw’qy p:roblan’
S s L Lo e Tz tul

150 GOMMANTIER - ANALYSTS =

Gmnba'b assult of %ginear sweep teams to choke points along a

I'

g Ko
tra& :13 ﬁ.me saving tactic and its continued use is encouraged, The

vp v, -
use of sweep wama i‘;'om the 15:39 txroops shc,ald be encouraged to allow

wiver*cs more freedau for no:mal engineer 01,“'?21'510138.
b. Vehicle rccomery mwm onca again facilitated by -

k] .as.

«Gsmlcfj, advian T L3 J:.;“Qmmﬁ- Apnr O
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necessary, they cm fight& 5
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_de Engineer sweep teans sr.:liled the Cav to march Into the AO considarebly

m@%m expactod and gave the Cav the elament of swprises
6. TECOMEIDTIS: |
e Iwa dotalTad Toglatical suppart ab Squadran level should precsed
:tu'hme operafi,w.s. This should include who shall feed and supply the
b. The 1% ton" cargo trailer should be replaced by one M5L8 per

"ngineex platoan.
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