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1. NAH& AND TYPE OF OPERA1'IONz An attempted allbu.wh near .AP 1HANH PHUNG, 
durin. Operation KENTUCKY COOGAR. 

2. DAm OF BATTLE: 21 January 19?0. 

3 •. LOCATION: Beterence Map Series L?014, Sheet Number 6332 lV, LOe 
NIB sheet of BINH LONG Province, Republio of Vietnam.. 

4. GOZftBJL HEADQUAR'mRS: 11 tb ACR, QUAN toI, VIEmAM. 

5. PERSONS BEING INTERVIEWED: Mentioned "" name in EXECUTION l!Seetion~ 

6~ TASK ORGANIZATION: Integral necass:I:", in EXECUTION section. 

7. SUPPORTING FORCES: Integral neceadt1 in EXECUTION seoticm. 

8. BACKGROUND INFOmt..ATImh Containtd Itt EXECUTION section. 

9. INTERVIEWING SPECIALIST: Ehl1sted personnel of the 28th l-tllitary 
H1stor,. Detachm.en t. 

10.. INTELLIGENCE I Loi Van Cmm, political officer of K1 Battalion, 
141st NVA Regiment, probablY'leeturtd the battalion on 20 January at 
their basecamp at XU 773192 pri01' to ~e march to forward ombush 
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positions at XU 760160. His lesson pl:m CtllDe from his notebook, which 
contained n history of the 7th NVA Division. To add weight to his political 
exhortations, he probably mentioned that" the 141st NVA Regiment hod 
killed 645,000 Americans and Vietnamese during 1969 n -- end further 
exhorted the battalion to continue the proud tradition to the final 
victory. Past intelligence has shown thllt the politicol offioer's 
task hns becCllle increasingly difficult, the losses inflicted by US 
forces connot be denied by even blatant lies. Canh lILV have spent 
many worried nights rereading the section of his notebook titled, 
ftResponsibilities of the Fblitical Officer at the Bnttolion Level." ~) 

111e Com:m:mder of the NVA forces prooob:q nttended the lecture ns 
en example to. his men, and to tlvoid being accused of lacking the ~ 
munist spirit. He may hnve politely listened, he did not accept it. 
He knew ve1l the limitations of his forces. he knew the power of the 
11th Armored. Cc.valr,r tl'lld the a.rt1ller;y, g'lUlships and tnctionl ail" 
which supports it in bnttle. Fran his intelligence in the LOC NINJ:I 
AREA., he JDt'O" ha.ve known that the First Squadron, 11th ACR (composed 
only of 13 :md C Troops), had reconned east or FSB DENNIS on Jan 19. 
He could guess that within d~s the o.rmor would follow the rond north, 
reconning towards his bnsecomp. He D.lso guessed that the nrmor would 
follow the ridge lines, or fingers, tun:dng off the road to proceed 
due north. 'nle ridge lines would be high ground, the annar forces 
would tacticruly . hold the high ground. 'nlnt would be the plnce for 
the ambush. Despite the politicol officerls propaganda, the Comma.nder 
knew that the best results he could hope for ~c.inst armor would. be an 
ambush fran vell.-conceoled" bunkers 'With overhead cOVer. 'lhe bunkers 
should lie along the ridge, forcing the armor to assualt up-hill. 

lolhen he assessed his forces, he might have smiled. Besides the 
two bnttalions (K1 and H:2, nt 75% strength), his foroo:3 vore reL'1ferced 
by tho (22 'h-ansportntion Comp01l1 (which hns no trucks, but 100% RFG 
tellJDS) • 'nlus he hOO the standard NV A rlltio of forces: ono bnttollon 
reinforced by RPG toams to OlDbush one armored troop. Wbnt Co.used him 
to smile wns tho cdditionnl 57.mm and 7~ recoilless rifles, five .51 
caliber nachinoguns, and now equipnent his forces had recently received. 

'nle recent resupply of the 141 at NVA Regiment hod brought new·RPG..2 
launchers and rockets, new uniforms, Ho Chi Minh stl.l1do.ls and fresh, ~ .... ~- -
(1) 11118 portion of the narrative was deduced frau. explioit documet;lts, 

diagrams, found nfter the bc.ttle by B, C, F, and G ':&-oops, 11th AQR. I.d. 
Von Conh IS notebook, 'With the I1fncts II mentioned Wo.s found, along with 
other doc'Lltlents which made this section possible. 'lhe analysis of the 
NVA. Commander1s plans are of course, de fllcta; what he did is known, 
irnuctively we con hypotheailte. 'nle wenpons and resupply commentary' 
'Was proved by the equipnen t and weapons captured nfter the battle. From 
the 11th :lCR INTSUM 022-70, which contains the complete documents, and 
the P!!st intelligence on the 141st Regimental Methods, this WllS written. 
(See Inclosure 1) l 0 .... ,.. - r. : /'; - 1 1\ I ,..J t- .!. '.I (_ "I i"1_ 
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-cooked rice and bags of rlce. To instlll esprit de corps and enthusiasm 
in the unitt the men had been issued new pith helmets and red-and-blue 
scarves. Most likely the SClll'Ves lifted the morale of the battalion fS 

teen-egers more then the political offioer's lnggi,ng efforts. I ']he 
Commander and the poll tiCXl.l officer ll1llY have grinly guessed thb.t the 
young would die first, the older veterans would know when to run fran -
the evel'-odVDllcing nmor, ortlllery, gunships nnd to.cticnl air strikes 
that would eliminate ~ chance of escape. 

'lhe Coru:la.nder moved his men into CIlilbush position the night of Jan­
unry 20, moving perhaps four kilometers" 'Dle ombush position was in the 
rubber along the ridges at XU 760160. 'lhe dug Z-shaped bunkers, between 
four and five feet deep. A1 though the bunkers htrl oveI'.b.ead cover of logs, 
dirt and leaves, they were no more tJ.. an one foot above ground. ']he 
firing slits an the legs of the nzn shape were smnll; the openings were 
only inches above grotmd. *nIe slits were rO fed with a fine lattice-
work of bamboo nnd leaves which would conceal the barrels and muzzle 
f1a.shes. 'lhe cotammlder knew the bunkers must be invisible fran the 
air, appearing to be normal terrain. If the Blackhorse helicopters t 

visunl reconnaissance spotted the bunkers, ~~e NVA forces would be 
shelled, strof'ed, banbed, and gassed with OS or all four combinations. 
'lhen the nrmor would display mobility that would threaten total 
annihilation of his retreating forces. '1heywould find his northern 
bo.secamp, nnd llU;lke Ccm.bodia his only salva.tion" :Ebt the ambush site 
WIlS well-chosen. His forces occupied the high ground and the btmkers 
would conceal the fire until the Blackhorse T.roopers were in the kill 
some of the two I-shaped ombush sites. 'lhere were three streams in the 
area, running north-south, or northeast - southwest. *nIey were the 
no.turnl escope routes when the Blo.ckhorse inevita.bly chonged the course 
of the battle. 

EUt the WA Commander had contingency plans, too. If the :;unor 
forces did not reconn along the ridges and fall into his ambush, then 
his reroy reaction force, three kilometers due north of the ambush site, 
would engage them. He would have forces on the front and re~ flanks 
of the armor. He probo.bly did not expect B and C Troop until 22 or 23 
Januar,r. Since the NVA had field rations of orange-sized rice balls, 
and nlso bag rice, which has to be cooked, they may have expected to 

be in pOSition for several days. B Troop, 1/11th AeR found a note after 
the battle which stated, "find an area with good fields of fire •••••• 
on the 21 st, send out three men frcn one company to reconn the battle­
field. The rest areas must have bunkers which con withstand artillery. If 

11. EXECUTION: 'lhe F.lrst Squadron of the 11 th ACR had only B, C and 
HHT Troops and the How! tzer Bo..ttery in the LOC NINH AO beccuse A Troop 
was under the opero.t1onnl control of the First Brigo.de, First Co.vnlry 
Division (Al4) and D Company (tnnk cCl'!l.pany) was under the operationol 
control of the 199th Light Infantry Brigo.de (sep). 

;:,... :J IV j:::" 1. 0 t. ,.., T J A L. 
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~e First Squadron was given the msdon of conducting ground 

reconnaissance in the Loe NINH area. It also had the mission of con­
ducting operations with canpaniea 5,6, and 7 of the 2/9th Infantry 
(ARVN) and BF/W torces. ~e Second Squadron, 11th ACR, operated 

north .t LOC NIIH, 1b the BU DOP area and could reaot and reinforce the 
First Squadrca. 

In August and September, 1969, the Firat ~uadron defended LOO NINB 
successfu.ll.J' against superior anEIIIIV forces (2) •. 1he F::lrst Squa4rcm 
had beaten decisive4r both the 141st 8nd 165'bh NVA Regiments. 'Dle 
troopers were veJ.L.aoqud.nted with the NVA bunkers with overhead cover, 
and f*1181' with that portion of the rubber. 

On January 19 B and C Tl-oops reconned east of FSB DENNIS which was 
the location of the Squadron headquarters and troop and howi tzar battery. 
On 20 JanU81'7 the troops reconned in the vicinity of FSB DENNIS. 'lhat 
dq two SPAR readings were recorded at XU 7319 and XU 8019. '!bus it 
was decided that on the 21st the two troops would reconn north of FSB 
DENNIS, to the SPAR locations. The troops would follow the northern road, 
and when the road curved east, they would stay north, following the 
ridges that led to one of the SPAR locations. (See sketch of B and C 
Tl-oop movement). 1he two-pronged sweep would allow each troop to react 
to the other and tactically alvays hold the high ground. 

At 0700 hours the troopers began the road march. Twenty minutes 
later, as they turned off the road, they noticed the rubber workers 
leaving, heading for their homes. The suspiciousness of this incident 
did not have time to sink in, for ten minutes later the contact began. 
C Tl-oop, which led the march, turned from the road and headed for the 
ridge in column. About 0740 hours the lead element received recoilless 
rifle, RFG and small-arms fire at XU 760160. Although sane fire came 
fran positions northwest of them, the main fire was fran the northeast, 
so the troop quickly formed on line and advanced slowly up the hill 
to the bunkers. 

Heanwhile, B Troop had proceeded about two ki1o .... eters, turned off 
the road and headed for the small bridge over a stream running north­
east to southwest. As soen as the rear element crossed the bridge, the 
lead element received fire. 1he troop in! tially formed on line t9 the 
south~est, towards C ~oop, but then reversed direction as the en~ 
fire locations bE'ODlDe evident. The en~ was in a bunker line running 
east and west, but north of B Troop. 1he enany maintained poor fire 
discipline, the fire fran the northeast was premature, allowing B Troop 
to successfully reverse course and canbat assualt the comer of the line. 
At 0745 hours the First Squadron Ccanumder reported the contact to 
Regimental Headquarters and requested a Blue lv'..a,x end a Light Fire Team. 

(2) These battles are recorded in the Combat After Action Report of 'the 
BattJ.e of Northern BINH LrnG Province. (C) 
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'!he Regimental 0amatmde1' ws soon on the site, end at 0828 hours reported 
grollnd-to-air ffre. at XU '178168. (See sketch of enemy positions. ) 

Captain Ronald G. Caldwell, First Squadron Assi stent S-.3, alternated 
cammand and centrol ships with the Squadron Ccamander. "It was rubber 
with leaves, and in that canopy, I couldn rt see the troops. 'Jhey vere 
popping smoke almost continually for someone, '~t!he commented. CPT 
Ce.ldwell directed artille1'7 on the stream beds1''the most likely escape 
route. '!he art11le1'7 blocking fires covered all·three streams. (see sketch). 
-'!he Blue Max worked out in supporting the troops, and hit some of the 
ground-to-sir Dltlchinegun positions, 11 he added. 

; iroop had swept the initial btmker line and disoevered on enemy 
strong point on the ridge above them. 'Jhey assaulted the enf:l1l7, slowly 
climbing and riking the anEllly positions. B iroop, meanwhile, hod again 
changed position and proceeded due east, assaulting along the long leg 
of the L. By 0917 hours B iroop had progressed to XU 7.42165. B Troop 
'Was taking recoilless rifle fire, along with small-arms and RPGs. '!he 
enem;y countered C '!roop IS asso.ul t of the ridge with mortar fire, but 1 t 
did not deter the armor crush. At 09.30 hours B '!roop took documents fran 
a dead NYA and immediately interpreters began trtlllsiating what later in 
the day 'Would be a significant intelligence find. 

At 0952 hours another ship reported ground-to-air fire at XU 778168. 
At 1005 hours Major Abbey, Commander of the Blackhorse Air Cavalry iroop, 
drew .51 cillber machinegun fire and was forced to lend at the LOC NINH 
MACJ landing pad. '!he Blue Max 'Worked out on these positions, and 
tactical air strikes were called in requiring the ground troops to keep 
popping the smoke grenades, to insure that air strikes were the reouired 
five kilometers a~. The air strikes hit the northernmost escape 
route, a stream bed, and the anti-aircraft positions. '!he Light Fire 
Tealll hit three .51 caliber machinegun positions north of the bunkers 
that B '!roop a.ssaul ted. 

C Troop swept its ridge, and headed for B '!roop, for Il link-up 
that 'Would combine the troops in a sweep north to destroy the remaining 
NVA forces. FGch Troop CO!llIl1lmder had changed direction three times. 
When the troops returned fire and won fire superiority, they ceased 
firing to pinpoint the enemy loc.::.tions. 'When the ene:nr;y IS strongest 
points of fire 'Were disco'rered, the troop as saul ted. '!he two troops 
proceeded slowly, but consistently with maintaining fire superioriV. 
Since they were a.1wD¥s as saul ting up-hill, and without dismounted 
troops, they could odvtlllce only when sure that no NY 1. remained to 
their rear or flQ..c'lks. "You can fire you .50 calibers and MSO'S all 
day, but if you oren It firing exactly at the enf:l1l7, he 111 pop up, 
take careful aim tl!ld blnst you, II co,;-.mented CPT Caldwell. 

'!he Buperior marksmanship and relentless advance of the armored 
troops produced a despernte response fran the enemy. (he NVA platoon 
left the bunkers and attempted to maneuver to the reflr flank of the 
troop. II As soon as you saw a NVA fall, there were several more drag­
ging the body awD:y, II said Sergeent First Clnss Hnrphy. '!he NVA 
platoon simply provided better targets for the troopers, and was soon 
cut to ribbons_\..- 0 1'/ r TO:'; 1'1/ T I /::. '-
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At 1100 hours B and C Troop linked-up and began the rapid sweep 

north. 'lhey entered the beginning of the basecmnp and found 35 NYA 
bodies. 'lhe enemy was in complete rout, and by 1142 hours the firing 
had ceased. B and C n:-oops also found 1 57mm recoilless rifle, 4 RIG-2 
launchers, 1 60mm mortar, 16 60mm rounds, 9 rounds of 820m mortars, 
7 AX-47 1s and 10 QrlCom grenades. By 1225 hours the interpreters had 
tronslated the documents which identified the location of the 'two main 
enem;r base camps and tactical tdr strikes were directed there. 

Although 2 M551 Sheridans and 2 ACAVs were literally blown apart 
by combinations of recoilless rifle and Rro fire, only one Trooper 
fran C was killed, and nine were wounded. B 'Iroop suffered only six 
wounded. or the fifteen wounded, only seven men suffered serious wounds. 

F and G n:-oops, 2/11 ACR, were called upon early in the contact to 
react. 'lhey moved out fran. the BU DOP area and at 0914 hours G Troop 
reported an estimated company moved south through FSB EUNICE leaving 
sandal prints in the road. At 1033 hours G Troop received small-arms 
and Rro fire from the north side of the road at XU 792145 and returned 
fire with their organic weapons. 'lhey did not stop, however, but con­
tinued on to the First SqUll.drcu Conttlct. 'lhey took no c".sualties, and 
enem;y losses were unknown. About 1450 hours, G 'Iroop entered the C Troop 
contact QI'ea at XU 772162 and found two bundles of enemy' doc'lrlleDts. F 
Troop pushed on north to the basecamp mentioned earlier in the doouments 
captured by C Troop. F n:-oop proceeded on the eost side or the northern 
most stream, and B and C Troops swept the west side. At 1540 hours F 
n:-oop found doouments on a dead NV!. 

At 1608 hours, G Troop entered the contaot are. of B and C Troops, 
at XU 775150 tlDd pursued the trails there. Seventeen minutes later 
they received sIl1t.l.ll-arms and mortar fire fram. the south at XU 775130. 
'lb.ey suffered no casualties in the brief firefight, but killed 4 NY,!. 
Artillery and a Light fire Teat!. supported the contact. 

Captain Lynn lhmt, soon to be commander of B Troop, who nanned tl 
M-60 machinegun in the contact, co 1D.ented, " The ground troops ha.d the 
situation under oontrol at all ttQes--- nothing we couldn't handle. But 
you can't tell when the enemy will reinforoe, so it's alW83's good to 
have the support. " 

On the next dllY, B Troop further searched its contact area. and found 
three more NYA bodies buried on the site. 'lhe final total 'W8.S 41 NVA 
killed. They olso found 9 60mm rounds, a 57mm recoilless rifle and round 
100 AK-47" s rounds, and 2 CbiCa:l cloymores. B ont C Troop fought a well­
Q1'Dled, numerically superior etlemY' on his own choioe of field, and beat hill. 
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1. (U) HQa, 11th .Azmd Cav Regt lHTSUM lfR 021-70. 

2. (u) tor the per:l.od: 210b01H 1:0 212400H Jan 70. 

,. (0) BiIlllDtll"T ot • .,. Act! Y1 ty: 

n. Ground Activity: 

(1) 11. Al'Ild Cav Beat (.), (OPooN to 1st Co.v D1v (AM»" 

(n) 1st Sqdn (.), 11th !OR: 

1. 21074SH, lU'160160, C/1/11th ACRJ in etc, req 1ft and Blue MDx, rectd 
s/o., mtr, BPG, and • S:1 col tire. Rtn v/org vpn8. (BII~) (SO/%ID) . 

i.. 21091c;1{, m4~168, B/1/11th ACRJ in ctc v/USBF, rtn tire v/org vpIlS. 
Arty and In apttd. (BRIRP) (SO/O/O/O) , 

1. 211142H, S.3, rpt 1d C 1rp 1xUS nA, 9xUS VIA, 2x.MS~1 CBL, 2xM11' CBL. 
(EHIRF) (s%/olD) 

~. 211300B, vic ID760160, 1/11t1l ACR. f'd Dtlp, indicates ~. en~ CP ' 
locnted • area. v/trace: ItJ?'7~183, XU778187, X0765193, XU776190, Xtr7'10194, 
IlJ'716184, XU768177. 'Jhere is 11 rencti on torce located. in area. bOUDded by 
Xtm20, XU7322, 107520, IU7522. Klp also indicated ntr and AA psns in area. 

~. 212000H, 1/11 th ACR, tinol to.lly reported to be 31xNVA KIA: ibis is 
a. combined count tor 1/11 Ie 3/11. Ele wpns, doc's aDd QI:l1l0 collection ore 
a.s in Po.ra 4& , ANNEX B this INTSUM. 

(b) 2m. &idn (+), 11th ACR: 

1. 210640H" XU928266, B/2/11th ACRJ reord 8:uds ntr tire. Arty, IFr 
spt'd7 Neg oos/unk. (ERr) (s%/oID) 

a. 2109148, XD8791S6, G/2/11th ACRJ on W!JY to 1/11th etc reported est 
Co siBe 1lDit moved BOUth through PSB EUNICE, sandal prints in road. (m) 
(s%/oID) 

1. 211033H, XU792145, G/2/11th ACR, rec'd s/o. and RPG tire tm N side of 
road. Rtn'd fire v/org wpns. Neg Ot·.s/unk. (MRr) (sc/%lD) 

It.. 21160SH, Xl1775150, 2/11th, G-F Trpa in area. of 1/11th ete. 

2,. 211625H, xtnS5130, G/2/11th ACR; in eto v/USEF, ree'd a/a am l!ltr 
fire fu S.Phgtd v/Arty, org wpns, LFT. Neg ca.s/unk. 



(ONI= T b fN rIA L 

2. 212200H, 5.2 2/11th ACR, rept'd 4XNVA KIA in ctc todny, co-pit wpns 
and ret to para. 4e and JoomI B • 

.ANNEX: B (Document Readout) to 11th ACR IntSUD 021-70, d!lted 21 JMUll17 19'70. 

DOCUMmT BATCH NUMBER 01/012/70 

(e) CAPTURE DATAot UHIT: C/1/11th ACR 
Dro: 171400 January 1970 
POC: XTS80829 
CIRCUMSTANCE: Found ib bunker during cont~ct. 

(e) ~8 ba.tah ot documents; which identified the K2 Batta.l1cn, 141st RVA 
Regiment i1Dd posll1bl7 the K4 Ba.ttal1on, 165th RVA Beg1ment I1lld the K1 
Ba.ttalion, 141 st NVA Begiment~ contained the tolloviDg: 

(1) An envelope addressed tb Bguien Duc Hien, HVN fran Nguren Son Vy, 
IBN HT 86.532 1 K Bl rT, (OB: LJlf HT 86 •. 532 YK B2 rt identifies the Bl 
Platoon, (J'f CanpD.llJ, 12 Battalion, 141st IVA. Regirlent.) 

(2) A hand drawn 1 ;50,000 tUlP ot IDe NLnh. 
, 

(3) A 1942 edition or 1 :1f;OOO JIlllP ot An Icc o.n1 IDc Hinh. 

(4) An unda.ted sketch (not drawn to scale) ot 11 ba.tt-"llion defensive 
position with the following instructions: 

- If the enemy a.pproaches pos! tion 1, one plntoon ot 12 will 
defend nnd AA will reinforce. IS will fire mortars. 

- It enecy approa.ches 12, 11 will defend ld. th one platoon, 15 
~ll fire nortors. 

If the eneLV approa.ches 15, one platoon or 12 and X3 will 
defend. 

- It enea,y a.pprollches X3, 11 nnd 15 will defend. 

- ibe AA must shoot down all helicopters in the nre~. 15 v.lll 
fire their mortars. 

- 1he norws alreadY' have the rrmges for every X unit. 
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(6) A list of wea.pons a.nd equipi1ent belonging to Z1 
tnlion, 141st NVA Heginant): 

UNIT eKe AI K54 B40 75I:tl RR BMG AT MINE 

K22 1 6 1/4 1/10 
C2/K24 21 3 2/10 4/2000 2 
(22 1 2 

UNIT SMJ HOE MACHETTE 

K22 1 4 1 
C2/K24 4 5 4 
C22 1 6 

3 

" -........... 

(possible K1 B~t-

HG TP SHOVEL 

17 5 15 
35 25 42 
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