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1 • ~ AND TIPE OF 0PERti. TION: Oporation LOOG REaCH I (Be. ttle strike), an 
operation to locate and int~rdict ~D3my infiltration and relieve pressure on 
BO Ducl EU OOP. 

2. LmATION: RefiJ~nce Map S1:lries L7014, Sheet Nunber 6332 IV, LCC NINH 
Republic of Vietnam. 

3. REFBRE~S AND SOtRCES: 11th ACR SI'l'RKPS and INTSUMS (7-23 November 69); 
Regimental 5-3 Daily Journal and Duty Officers Report (7-23 November 69); 
Interviews with RegiIrJ.3ntal~ Squadron and Troop Commanders and personnel; 
personal observation. 

4. CCNTROL HlWlQUARTERS: F Troop, 2/11th ilCR, was controlled initiDlly by 
Headquarters, 11th ii.CR; following their airlift to BU nop they W3re OPCON to 
Third Brigad::, First.Air Cavalry Division CiM). The remainder of 2/11th ACR 
was controlled by Headquarters, 11th J~GR • 

.... -5. lNTEILI<ENCl!;.: Information about the enemy was very limited for this opE;rati 
. The military intelligence people knew about the increasing nunber of contacts 

in the aNa but they knew little about the ....no and ....ny that is so nec\:!ssary fer 
military planning. Fortmatsly, they ware more familiar with the physical 
characteristics of this portion of III Corps. 
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REPROOUceO AT THE NATIOHAl ARCHIVES 

ThE:! land betwr;en Loo NrnH and EU DOP is moldJd into rolling hills 
cowred by thick single and double canopy jungld with bamboo thickets and 
somo rubber interspersed in D. randaLl pattern. Ther\; are not cany streams, but 
during this timo of y~ar most low areas still are fillnd with water from the 
IOOnsoons. The resulting bogs make cross country op~rations hazardous at best. 
Because of these thick jungles and sWampy al'tJas, awnU3S of approach for armor 
whicles are limited and their ,TOvumont is quiw canalized. ']he main arteries 
of moveI~nt for tracked whicles are Highway 1l1..l. and one or two local roads 
nuar EU DOP. 

']his aroa has all the roquiruJIJJnts for a good infiltration route and tha.t 
is exactly Wlat it is. From the Cambodian bor~r leading south, southeast, 
the NVA haw wwloped an intricate maze of trails and pathways on which they 
move troops and supplies. These myriad trails have boon named &:rgos jungle 
Highway af'ter their discoverer. Ser~s Highway passus very close to tho BU DOP 
BO DUC area. Also mar this area to the W:3 st and contiguous to Camoodia is th(; 
tlIlE:lIny base area 350 and 351 to tht;; northeast. ']hu NVA haw built many base camp; 
a.nd bunker complexes to store supplies and allow men to rest while infiltrating 

.' /"'along $argos Highway. 

This supply and logistical artery is so important to the enemy that in the 
/ past he has defendOd it tenaciously. This oofenso has been so efi\,ctiv.;l that 

QL 14A, the main highway, has boen closed for about OIlti and one-half ~ars, and 
no U. S. forces haw really pen(;ltrated this area sincu then. 

/ 

In late October and November, the ~H}einy greatly incruased his activity in 
the area. On 4 November 1969 the enemy launch(;)d nany rocket and mortar attacks 
in the aNa. During early November, FSB !:;I..LEN, southeast of BU DOP, was the 
object of a fiBrce attack. On 5 Novumber, near BU DOP, the local CIDG had 
a sldzmish with wila t was be lieve d to be th..:: C-18 J...nti-aircraft Company mich 
is part of the 165th NV1\. &Jgiment. Thr~o days lat..:r, an NVb. soldier W3.S 
captured WlO stated that he was with C20 Engineers of thu 141st Rug:im.mt. Their 
mission, he said, was to build a road from FSB 1;j I;&N to so!;l\;lwhure ndar FSB 
JERRI ( this was thought to be either 0. route to BA 350 or an avunUG of attack 
against FSB ~I). 

This sketchy information was pi.:.:cod together and supplt:.'IIlented with know­
ledge that inwlligenctJ personnel had already gleaned from previous encounwrs, 
to duvelop a positive idea of the tH'lGoy situn.tion. It appeared that at least 
tl«> battalions of the 16.5th NVA Rt;;gi.mtlnt 'Wt-lro north and W3st of BU DOP ltlile 
the 141st had t1«> battalions to the south. EU DOP, BO DUe, and FSB JERRI wert:) 
faced with a large emmy force ltlich could be quickly rtlinforced h<::;nvUy with 
near-by forces in Cambodia. 

6. OP.t:R.ATIONS: C4lposing this throat \\'Cro Special Forct:)s advisors and CIDG 
at BU DOP, elements of the 1st Cav Div (JIM) at FSB JERRI, the Third Mobile 
Strike Force, and the 36th Ranger Battalion at BO DOO. These units needed 
reinforcing to withstand thu enemy threat. On 6 Novemoor, Colonul James INach 
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Lieutenant Colo~l GQorge Hoffmas-wr, and Litlut~nant Colo~l James Reed (CO, XO 
and 5-}, 11th ACR respectively) met with Brigadier (})neral Ca~y in the Third 
Brigade Headquarters at QUlIN LOI to dewlop plans to count.;lr-attack this nJ3nace o 

This plan evolved into FRAGO 52 (dated 7 Nov 69) which had thE;! following 
mission; " 11th ~tCR conducts reconnaissance operations along QL 14A from Loo 
NIm as far as possiblo to\\8rd BU DOP to relit:w pressure in BO DOC District, 
f;i..xing and destroying NVA/VC forcos encounteNd enroute. 1I This was powntially 
a difficult mission for threo reasons: the road had not been travelled in over 
'a ~ar and might be heavily mined; the jungle had grown up to the ~dgo of the 
road and the jungle floor was still soft, thus this cul-de-sac \\8S a good ambush 
site and one from ltlich it would be difficult for our tracks to maneuver; finall' 

,.' the ~nemy force and capabili ty ~re not compl..: tely known • 
./ 

G Troop, which was to march to BO DOC, ....as at their SP about 1140 hours 
on 7 Nowmber. By dusk they \\ere located at XU 8411.37 near 1"SB IEB. In the 

, m~anti.me, B Troop Sl;ept thtJ dusty road to IEB and then ~turned to the wast 
, -- (XU 8051.35) where they established an NDP. F Troop, Wlich was at the LOO NINH 

airstrip in th~ morning had by night fall closl.ld to FSB N.h.l.~CB. 

At 1.3.35 hours, lWgimental operations, located in a bun~r at Q,UAN LOI, 
received word that H Company and .3 Howitzers (sp) 'Were near the g(ltes of DEB, 
but they had to wait about an hom- to sweep tho:: area for mines b<:lfore ontering. 
(Th~ r~maind:lr of the howitzers ~r~ at FSB MhRru) All the 2/11th hCR units 
remained in the~ sta~d locations dm-ing the night. Hol'tever, in th~ late 
a:rt.emoon before they reacht:ld the NDP, thd Bngi.n3ers found a mine at XU 852148 
The az,3a on the road n~ar the plante d miro was filled with fro sh trac ks -
and sand9.l prints not liON than a few minute sold. Thu eng:i.n:eers cleared the 
mine, but while they W3rt:1 working they obf)lt3rved SOlae yellow smoke curling s~­
ward. '!hey reasoD3d that the enemy soldiers who had planted the mine had popped 
the smol<.a grtmade to }reep Red 28 ( flying in the area) from engaging them. 

'!he Rt:lgimental COIllLJElnoor dirocwd the ~cond Squadron to Nconnoiter by 
artillery fire ltlen they continued to BO DUP the following Iaorning. '!hen, at 
2100 hom-s, the nightly bri~fing was radioed to 2/11th ACR. Their orders for 
8 November-IlBe prepared to move F Troop to BU DOP by air. Be prepared to re­
establish FSB MARGE with one troop and the Howitzer Battery of First Squadron 
if I Troop departs and 2/11 remains contnittcd along QL 14A.. Use more Ncon by 
artillery fire along QL 14A. 1I 

By cnOO 8 November" E Troop had started its morning s~ep of the roads, and 
G Troop's vehicles were rolling up QL 14h. to BU DOP. By 0940 hom-s, 2/11 HQS 
WlS on their way from 1,UlRCE to IEB where they ·were to set up a new C.P to control 

:' the road march' of G Troop and the wntative airlift of F Troop to BU DOP. hbout 
one hour lawr" 2/11 HQS \IiEls at FSB lli:m - about 24 hours late. 

i..t this same time, Reg:i.mental operations received a Nport that would by 
the end of the afternoon become quitd common - a track had hit a mine. '!his 
vehicle struck the mine even though the road had been swupt and other tracks 
had already passed owr it. Second Squadron pursonnel oo~rved that lIall of 
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the mims 'I.E) haw bl.len finding have bocn wrapp~d in 5 or 6 lnyurs of plastic 
bags, and the mina detectors are not picking th~):l up." 

Dospite the difficulty in ~t,.;cting th~ llliI1es, our ~neiINer sweep teams 
discowred and romowd fiftcdn mines on that clay. 'Ibis was dc.;r..1Unding l'x:>rk, 
ho~ver, and it soon eJd'lausted the men. At noon G Troop radiood that the m3n on 
their s~ep teams werd getting tired, and they requested additional teams and 
three lOOre dt:l te c to rs • 

Around mid-day this method of operation was changed radically. Major Generu 
lj.oberts, 1st Gav Div COllunancier, orduI'Gd that the 11th heR get to .F'SB JERRI a.s 
/quickly as possible without any los~s. ('Ibis w:l.S passed to COL L~ach by BG 
. Cnsey.) At 1236 hours, acting on thuse ordurs, the lWg~nt sent the follwoing 

,/ ordar to 2/11th aCR: "Proceed as rapidly as possiblo. Objective - to get 
into JE.RRI by dusk today. Reduce sw;;eping to suspvcted points, acc~pting some 
risks wrsus 1~ Sl'kep. Do not conunit F Troop. It is still on airlift st~d-by. 
Mow some 155nm howitzers into position to support ..ImRI. ~gimcntal Comman<iar 
··suggests now is time to put some M-48 1 s up front." 

Before this order, G Troop had moved about five kilomctors and had hit only 
o~ mine" but betW3en noon and the t.:iJnId thay set up th-..ir NDP, they moved only 
two more kilometers and lost 4 tracks dUJ to m.inJs. '1bat day, vven t..'1ough they 
found 15 minus, 2/11th .i.CR lost 8 tracks because of unwt..-ci:.c u...Iill.n0s. I>'J.ost of 
the minas had been buried from 2 days to two W'Joks, according to Second Squadron 
~rsonnel. 

By cillrknass, G Troop was about midway betw-;en l"SB iii';B and FSB JERRI. E Troo, 
was about a kilometer northeast of rEB, and F Troop was back at YJ.l~CE. 1.1so, 
at dusk the ~JlPfs l'tere extracted. '!hey had been swuoping a portion of the road 
a few kilometers ahead of G Troop so that the road march l«>uld 00 sp.;;ecbd. 
,'!he operation had thus far been having difficulty and it's fate was not decided 

// until quite late that night. At a bril::lfing, LTC Brookshire, Co~ndor of 2/11" 
told the RegiLlental Co.ruanoor that he had not brought forward his AVLBfs, tanks 
and howitzers although COL Leach had sugges-wd it. LTG Brookshire sta"tl:ld that 
the road l'Kluld not support the 'l.E)ight of these heavier vehicles. SOIDd staff 
members argwd that it l«>uld. 1-1ajor il.booy, Air Cavalry Troop Com.-na.nder, lobo 
had been with the JJU>f s, said it would support thl::l ~ight. JJ.though thoro 
mre ~~ral varying opinions, the proolem was finally solwd later that clvening 

At 1924 hours, BG casey radioed COL L",ach and told hila to "oust as planned 
to EU DOP" with the lobol~ squadron (10 ss one troop and half of the Howitzer 
Battery nbich would St;.)C1.Il:'O FSB IEB). This was latl::lr IOOdified so~l'bat. The 2/11 
th ilCR was ordered to "hold in plaCE} l' and prepare for F Troop's airlift to BU 
DOP the following day. ilso, G Troop \'1as to establish a FSB in their preSldnt 
area to support~. Reg:imental ~3 Plans ord;rud this base to be situated 
at XU 857162 or G Troop's location. 

Finally th0 mission was completely formed in its final wrsion. It had 
changed during the last few ~eks s<:.rveral times-- initially the operation W3.S 

to be stric t1y an airlift to BU DOP, la tar change d to a road sllCep" which was 
modified to light s~eping; finally, the pre&)nt mssion evolved of airlifting 
F Troop and having G Troop set up a FSB, and lfut.:ping a major portion of the road 
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QL 14A open. 

By 0700 ho\.R'S thd J'l.tlxt day, G Troop was sw<o::vping a portion of thd road 
back in the direction of FSB DEB. This move was for the p\.R'pose of establishing 
a new FSB nt3ar their pre sent location lbich could support FSB JmRI. D\.R'ing 
this: .JIC)W they discovered mol'e- mines on the same ground they had S'W9pt the 
previous day. 'lbey managed to find tl«> mines but a third (near XU 855160) 
destroyed a Sheridan and wound3d one nan. E Troop was also l«>rldng on QL 14A 
but ndarer to LOG NINH in the area of XU 7614. 

Northdast at Be DUP, the airlift Was running into difficulty. The loading 
and movement had bdt3n performed without any problems, but the first C-1:30 that 
attempted to land at BU DOP received .51 caliber machinegun fird 'Which hit its 

/ engine and started it on fire. '!he aircraft had to return to L~ NINH without 
/ . landing. The second C-130 bounced too hard upon landing and had to take off 

again also - the pilot fdare d that a landing ~ar was bro.ken. Fortunawly the 
rest of the PUmdS managed to land with thbir cargo of F Troop1s tracks, but 
d\.R'ing the IOOrning of 9 November it still looked quite doubtful. 

At Headquarters 2/11, there was much confusion that morning. AS with all 
, cilitary plarming, the variables change so that the orginal plan is never 

compl~ted o.xactly as do signed. '!he mark of .good loaool' is the skill and 
ability to formulate instant decisions and carry out the new action lb:3n the 
plans go astray. That was e:xactly lbat LTC Brookshire Was doing that :...nrning. 

, G Troop was having troublos in moving back, the:cefo.re he flew out to the area 
to moct it and a.lso sent out scme tracks and a dozer to I;J:;:et G Troop. This 
way they would not be left in an untenable position that nieJlt. 

By the end of November 9, half of the airlift was complgted and the Iltlxt 
day all of the troop (minus Sheridans) W3re at BO DOP and OPCON to the Third 
Brigade. 

After these first hectic days of planning and op;;r,·tions, the work b0c<l.IiJ3 
much more routine and the number of contncts sharply deceased. :s and G Troops~ 
~, Company, Headquarters and tho:) Howitzer Battery worled hard to d3velop FSB 
JCEL, clear the road, reconn the surrOlmding area and strvngthen the large 
breach they had mad3 in the ommy position in the area. 

, On 10 November, operations progre s~ d well for the second Squadron. E Troop 
conducwd ground reconnaissance in the rubuer north of LOG Nmi where they had 
no enemy contact but did discove r and Ii:: stroy a 2:3-lb ChiCom mine • Near the 
inters~ction of f.l113 and QL14A, they set up an NDP. G '!roop continwd to 
develop FSB JCEL and performed a ground reconnaissance from FSB DEB to land 
near FSB JCEL. 

'1.be pattern of operation tt.as qui~ similiar on 11 and 12 NoV\...~oor. i: Troop 
(-) covered the area generally north of L~ NINH. Wlile one of their platoons 
SWI..>pt the road in the area of FSB D&B. G Troop, w:>rking more to the north-v.est 
conducted ground rElconnaissance along QL 14A betW:Hm FSB lliB and J~L. 

CONFIlENTLL 

" 



" 

t. 

I 
'f . 

~ " . ,~ 
i 

REPROOUCEO AT THE NATIONAl ARCHIVEs 

CONFIUENTLU. 

H Company on thl;} 11th remnin~d nl;;lBr m:.B as a rV.1.dy rv(lction force and on 12 
November moved into th~ ar~a. south of IEB to conduct their re connaissonc~ 
optJrations. 

'!he mission for B Troop on 13 Novom.bor was more ground rl;}connaisS8nce. 
G Troop mrched back over the route they covered tho day bt.lfore. About C/910 
hours, G Troop mad3 contact with an unknown siz\;) ';l'1'Jmy force. One of thair 
ACAVI s W3.s hit by RPG' fire but only lightly <.l.a.innged. Tho troop fir..;d back 

/'with their organic W\;)alX>ns and \\Elre rlilinforced ldth artlllery, Bluti:: t-iax, and 
. a Light Fire 'learn. IN the action, three US troops wor(; woundi:ld and 1:.tu-ee NVA 

were killed. 

On Nowmber 15 and 14, 2/11 worked the same glneral aNaa that tht:y had 
previously workfjd. They attemp~d to find tho NVA by roconning n~ar or along 
14A. G Troop mad;) no contact but at 1755 hour s, 15 November, they did find 
two NVli. killed the night bvfore and a.51 calioor lJlachimgun position with 
e.xpenood brass lying abGut. Ncar I£iB, H Company found and destroyod SdVi:lral 
bunkelrs. 

'lhe next day the F'irst Platoon of G Troop sWJpt ~ 14A from FSB Jo...L to 
FSB lEB whilu escorting two 155mm howitzors. Also on tho 16th, the rumaind3r 
of the troop pusht:ld \-Nst of FSB JCEL on a ruconnnissance. E Troop, wrking in 
their' opt:lrational art:la had no contact. Onl,;) of their Sht:ridmls hit a min.J at 
XU 775150, which wounded 0110 man and nod<::ratoly damaged the trnck, 

On 17 Novemoor, H Company, rhich had been tho rcndy rvaction fore.;; at IEFI, 
moved to ·FSB MARGE. That day, most of G Troop conducted ground 1'0 connuissanca 
in tho area around ll!iB, while one platvon Uro\'O north from IEB to JCEL. Botn 
G and E Troop, which was also reconning, fvund enemy .;)quipm.ent but neither had 
any contact. 

During tht::l noxt fiva days, the~o was littla contact. G Troop 4:iOvod to QU;.W 
LOI ldth her c..lDmaged vehicl~s for a standdown. H COf.1pany continuvd. to be. th .. 
ruady rtlaction forci: for FSBMiJiGE. Bas.,;d at ';DEB, E Troop concluctud ruco~.:'. 
naissancQ. in the surrounding area. 

/~., This is how the operation w"mt in its first weeks. Much had buen compldted 
in a short !=Criod of time. St;cond Squadron had accomplished th\;l luission of 
relit:ving the Jressure on BU DOP. In doing so the Squndron partially 0poB3d 
the road thnt had been closgd for one and on..;-half year,§, ~t up a new fire 
support base (J02) to aid JERRI and BU DOP/BO DUG, conduc-wu rt::cOlma~ssance 

._ovor a lar~g area contiguous with QL14h and airlifwd an air cavalry troop to 
BO DUP to aid in that aroa! s :1~fonS<J against the NVJ1.. Thore wer.; no lohg lists 
of enemy kil.lJ:ld or captured, and wh .. :m reading the statistics for the.$13 we€r~ th.:. 
do not Sdem singularly iIilpre ssi va. Howe ver, in a war lik"" Vietnam, statistic-s., 
and lists of accomplishml::nts a~ not a trw ~asure of SUC()3SS t:ven though they' 
are used by so~ to gaga it. Sucooss accomplishing tho given mission in an 
efficient manner - that is what the Second. Sqmdron did. '!hey accomplished 
a very difficult roow and greatly lessoned the enony prussure and dominance 
in the area -- this tht.m is success. 
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