
. 
j: 

I 

t<& JI't. 
It:;'+h plHb, IJHK'! 

Reproduced at the Natiooal Archives ·1 

6t?~ ?tJ 

.. .. ·i,a.-~ I, ... i.; . .- ----------j 
CnNflD£tJIIAL 

28TH -.-r 

'j i 

p'- HISTOI'[{ DET!'C'lt-fE:NT 
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AVIC-WE 8 Jan 1970 

SUBrECT: Combat After Ac:,":c;n :;:l:-terview Report 

1Hmr: Commanding General 
tJni ted States Army, Vietnam 
ATIN: ColD!ll8lld His tori:-;;:l 
APO San Francisco 963':';> 

ro: Headqua..-.oters 
Department of the .Army 
ATTN: O. C. 11. H. 
Washington, D. C. 203'15 

1. NtlME.AND TYPE OF OP&'1P~TI C ~ : 'The Search and Seal of MINH DUC, 
during Operation KErT't'UCXY ::;OUGAR,. 

2. DATE OF OPEP.ATIOlJ: 1 - 2 November 1 %9. 

3. LOCAiION: Reference ~,a.p Series L7014, Sheet Nu:m1:>er 6332 III, AN LOC 
sheet of BINH LONG Province, Rep'lr.lic of VIETNAM. 

4. CONTROL ~ADQUARTERS: 11 th 'oCR, QUAN LOT, VI EmAM. 

5. PERSONS BEING INT"'clVJIEl.JEIJ: .'ll persons mentioned by name in EXECUTION 
section. 

6. INTERVIEl.-lING SPECLiLIST: :::nlisted personnel of 28th Mill tary History 
Detachment, 11th ACF-

7. TASK ORGANIZATION: See Incl c3ure 1. 

8. SUPPORTING FORCES: See Inc] osure 1. 

9. BACKGROUND INFOR£:~TION: l.J.though the 11th -~CRhad :P'Jformed several 
seals the month before this operation, it waS the first seal for the US 
troops involved. 
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CONfiDENTIAL 
10. INTELLIGENCE: 

a.. EhOI!lY Forco.: ·.\!o :';"(.:.L:~_> :l t, ;'-":l3 271 st, 27200, 
and 95A Regiments wc~·o >i thin tho aroa of the Fishhook. '!here 
wore no main force '.m1ts 2\.. _ . :-mm DUC, however local forces in this 
aroa were the MTIm DUC local. force (to include three DUC VINHS') and 
.AN LOO district force)! which nOlmal.ly operates east o:f QL 13. A squad 
of these :forces normally enters MmH DUO village :from the western side 
twice per week. 'lhey also ent~r one or two days after the rubber work­
ers have teen paid, to collect rico and taxes. '!he last contact in 
~mrn DUC was 26 October 1969, when one VC waS killed. The village 
has a population of approxiamate1y 2,000, 3lld a current m":cklist is 
a.vailable at AN LOC District. 

b. Terro.in: NINH DUC lies in the center of a rubber pbntntion, 
end thus is suitable to armor operations. 

c. Woq,ther: On 1 November, the night the seal ws placed, it was 
a groggy muddy cold-wet night. '-'1e day of the se::trch, however, was fair. 

11. MISSION: The Third Squc..dron, 11th ACR, the 15th !tCR (ARVN), end 
Regional Forces tmder the corr::rnd of Ma.j or MY ( Task Force l...fy) were to 
seal and seCU'Ct1. Mnlli DUC vill[!.R:e at 012400 November 1969 to apprehend 
VCjNVA forcos in the village w';c: destroy the infrn-structure. 

12. CONCEPT OF OPEP.ft.TION fl.Jill EYiliCUTIOl-1: Ch 1 November 1969 at H-45 
(2315 Hours), How/3/22 and the US and ARVN '1rtillery at AN LOCwere to 
begin firing to cover tho movoc(.l1t of K and L T.roops, 3/11 ACR into 
their seo.l pesi tio:::s c-..rounc. MI~TH DUC. In their NDPfs the tlolo troops 
wnite-d seven mil:utes citor t::.o scheduled time for the o:rtillery to 
begin. Finally the units mov"cd. out, operating in radio silence and 
maintaining a bl~ckout by using only Starlight scopes for navigation. 
BcCG,use tho scopes do not indicc,':;c depth of field, the drivers had 
some difficulty in ma..116uvering, cnd a few minor mishaps occurred 
whon drivers hit rubbe~ trees or other tracks. 

Since the oporo.tion irs r:cJhind schedule, the illumination fires 
began when K and L Troops '1C;;'3 still moving through the rubber. The 
fires were planned to becb ",hon the troops were in place. The ~~C'.V'S 
rolled through the eerie ~ Ught 'for some minutes before re~ching their 
positions. K T.ro~ ass~ed its ordered position, but received no 
signol fran tho 3/15th Ca'lnlr.r (.tUWN) indicating the links were complete. 
F.:i.rst Lieutena.l1t t.1ilfred Fuller, K T.roop third Dlatoen lender, sent 
his scouts repea.tedly to his rig1:t flank to signal the AWN unit with 
three :flashes from tho red-filtered flashlight. The ;~N response yns 
not forth caning, but the ARVlTs J' ,ported to their advisors that the 
seal was complete. It wns not ur:til morning that the 200 meter gap 
between K T.roop and the 3/15th CalT (ARVN) vas discovered and filled. 
Evidently the ARVNs were 200 meters east of their assigned position. 
(See Inclosure 2, sketch of movment). 
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In their movement K T·· 
IT 698835 to the vest ,,~-

.J /11 ,', OR had mOved from its NDP 11 t 
. S-G corner of Mn1t DUe. L '!Toop, '/11 
,-;~ cCI'Iler 'Jf Mnm Due, extending its 
:J:J lrSts, 2/15t.h and 3/15th Co. v, 

ACR had travelled to .' 
diogono.1 to K ~op" 
fonned two sides of the. 
to the southwest eorners. :S0e 

, s e;:::"ing Mnrn DUC from the northeast 
:rnclosure :2). 

'toben all the forces were t~ought to be in position, and the village 
sealed, 11 PSYOPS ship broMc::>:'lt instructions to the villo.gers con­
cerning the morning search.. The artiller,r fired illumination until 
0330 hours, enabling the troopers to equally space the vehicles., 'lhe 
men also set out . .±rip fln.res and claymore mines behind their vehicles, 
which faced into the village. 

'lhe iUumination made the Starlight scope effective in observing 
the seoled area. A-I; 0330 hours an Air Force " moonshine s1dpll droppo::1 
nares. 'lhe fu Force ship W:lS replaced by an l'1R.VN "SpOOky" began 
firing, and Captain Robert L. Harris, Camnmlder of K '!Toop, quickly 
callod the 15th Cav (ARVin Mvisor to find out why. He finally 
lellI'Iled tlu:.t there was no contact in progress, the IISpOOkylr was 
just testing its guns. The silence vas not broken again until 
d~light vhen the PSYOPS rep0~tod its broadcast, and the 399th 
and 212th Regional Force Compcnies and the Nationalist Police 
entered the village. 'lhe forces split into four-man teams of 
3 Regiona.l Forco members and 1 r:::tional Policeman, searching 
every house for 15 minutes, m07ic=.g from house to house, street to 
street, until the entire: -ville2'} was searched. ?1ai or My, district 
chief, and his advisor, Maj or C~.nrles Griffiths, planned the seo.rch. 

Majer Ny, having learned from the previOUS search operation in 
AP POO, hru.l giv:m the 3egioncl Forces 13 hours of intensified training 
in searching tho previous day. He also taught the National Police the 
use of the mineswoeper. 

Along 'Wi th the search, l/llj c:;.' Qriffi ths had coordinated a MEDCAP 
for the day. 'lhese MEDCAPS ocC'.:x on a weekly basis, and villagers 
'Wi th prolonged illness are given a week I s supply of medicine at each 
visit. Since a senrch and seal operation tends to alienate the 
villogers, it wns hoped tc...e l·!:IDCAP would offset this effect • 

.As the search progressed, !~['.jor Griffiths E:lld Major }flY discovered 
the Regional Forces were moV'....ng through the village too fo.st. Although 
the RF's searched throughly in the beginning, they became tired and . 
sped through the search t01.JarlS the end. 

'lhe Nationcl Police dctrined 11 people, of whem 7 were r;~lensed 
irmnediately. Of the four detainees I ono was a draft-dogder, tvo hod 
false idcnity cards, and one waS a Hoi <l1aIlh from the First NVA 
Division. 'lhe Hoi Chanh clo.:l.:led he was a South Vietnamese double 
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and hoo 24 hours or wer . .: 1. 

operation did not indir·' '. 
or not, and his repor+ 

~~ .. ~ search and seal operation." 'Ihe 
,~r the prisoner was telling the truth 
. '~ositively confirmed. 

In their search tilt '" . ~a1 Pollce used a Blacklist of suspect 
pere )nnel 'Which was' furnt ,~~ 5y officials in An Icc. 'llie sources 0-"1"6 

varied, but supposedly -tiD lJanes on the list have been investigated .. 

About 0100 hours fro search waS oomplete, and the seal was lifted. 
'!he troops ni thdrew, and lfh:!: Due continued its business .. 

1.3. RF.SUL'...."'S AND COMMENTS: lI~e Regional Forces operate continously, 
and get t:.red easily. Actually .. ~·l1nh Duo was too large for two companj_e~ 
too search.. A battalion \Tas :1eeded. Some areas \Tere not hi t-- like 
the oleared areas around the ;>erlmeter.. '!he Regional Forces vere reluc­
tant to search :individual b~ke:rs :in the houses. Most tit this resulted 
from the lack of :interest in the operation on the part of the junior 
officers. '!hey did r-ot supelvise the men. '!he lack of training also 
hurt the operation. If the PI'r had been trained in searching more, 
the operation would have been bect-er. If they had found something, they 
would have search herder. As i.t was, after an hour's extensive search 
with no results, th.;~ Regional Forces bec.3llle tired, and st-'ll·ted to walk 
through the village, n MAJ Griffiths commentc..(i. "'llie operetio!! took ~17 
six hours, and it s.lould cave taken eight or ten. " 

CPT Harris sdd, "'llie search was fair, but it was good training 
because the 11th ACR will probatIy do more seals in the future." 

~ Sylvester, Province Senior Advisor, said, "The real prupose of 
this is the added e.:nphasis on training }'\.RVN's, the Dong Tien program.. II 

"If there are VC in th~J village, the seal is effective. But the 
gap and lack of securi"bJ ?-urt the operation. IVe need to train the RF's 
extensively in sec.rch ope::co.t!onsk" 6UI!mled 11AJ Griffiths. 
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INCLOSURE 1 (Task Org!'I.' ',; Frlendly Fe roes f 111ss1on) 

a. Task Organizat~ 

TRPK 
K/3/11 Cav 

TRP L 
1/3/11 Cay 

CO M 
M73711 Cav 

b. Friendly Forces 

T~.F 2 
2/15 Cay 
15/4/9 Inf 

Tj3 
3 15 Cay 
16/4/9 Inf 

S N CON 
14 4/9 Inf 
V-100 Plat 

TF Hy 
RFCo 
RFCo 
RFCo 
1 PIt NPFF 
1 Intel Sod 

(1) 5th Div (_~VN) continues operations in Binh Doung, Binh 
long, Phouc long Provinces to da~troy VC/NVA forces and destroy the 
enemy infra-structure. 

(2) 11 th ACR continu€)s operations in .An Loo/Loc Ninh oretl.8 to 
destroy VC/NVA forces while concwtrating efforts against the enemy 
infra-structure. 

(3) 9th Regiment A:NI'T) continues reconnaissance ot"ere.tions to 
the south of 15tb ACR and secures QL13. 

(4) 1/11th ACR conti~ues reconnaissance operations east of 
QL13. 

(5) 2/11 th ACR continu8s reconnaissance operations in loc Ninh 
area. 

(6) Binh long Proviace :J:?FF and Intelligence Squadron supervises 
the search of Minh Due (XT7282) :.20700 November 1969. 

(7) 255RF Company is located in SE corner of f-.f:inh Due. 
(8) Psy C1ls ship .... rill play instructional tape upon completion 

of seal and again at first light on 2 November 1969. 
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