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28"'H P HISTOFZ DET/CH-ENT
i * CAVALRY REGIMENT
"ANCISCQ 96257

AVIC.WE 8 Jan 1970

SUBJECT: Combab After Ac'lcn Inierview Report

THRU : Commending General
Inited States Ammy, Vietnam
ATIN: Command Histori:a
APO Sgn Francisco 96375

T0: Headquarters

Department of the Army
ATIN: O, C, M, H,

Washington, D, C, 20315

1, NAME AND TYPE OF OPERATIC.: The Search and Seal of MINH Duc,
during Operation KENTUCXY COUGAR,

2. DATE OF OPERATION: 1 - 2 November 1969,

3. LOCAIION: Reference -iap Series L7014, Sheet Mumber 6332 ITI, AN LOC
sheet of BINH LONG Province, Repurlic of VIETNAM,

4. CONTROL HEADGUARTERS: 11th CR, QUAN 101, VIETNAM,

5, PERSONS BEING INTERVIEWEL:

‘11 persons mentioned by name in EXECUTION
section,

6., INTERVIEVWING SPECIALIST:

Inlisted personnel of 28th Military History
Detachment, 11th ACE.

7. TASK ORGANIZATION: See Incicsure 1.

8. SUPPORTING FORCES: See Inclosure 1.

9. BACKGROUND INFOR “TION:

seals the month before this
troops involved,

#lthough the 11th ACR had praformed several
overation, it was the first seal for the US
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10, INTELLIGENCE:

a. XFaomy Forco: - cee Latleny i otat Tha 271st, 272nd,
and 954 Regimonts werc . = ithin the arca cf the Fishhook. There
wore no main forco 'mits wu. . - MINH DUC, however local forces in this

arca woro the MINH DUC locei force (to include three DUC VINHS!) and
; AN LOC district force, which noimally oporates east of QL 13, A squed
i of these forces normally enters MINH DUC village from the westcrn side
twlce por week, They alsc entor one or two days after the rubber work-
| ers have teen pald, to collect rice and taxes. The last contact in
MINH DUC was 26 October 1969, when one VC was killed, The village

has a population of approxiamately 2,000, and a current Bl-cklist is
avoellable at AN LOC Digtrict.

b, Terrnin: MINH DUC lies in the center of a rubber plontation,
and thus is suitable to armor operationms.

ce MWeather: On 1 November, the night the seal was placed, it was
a groggy muddy cold-wet night. "'ie day of the search, however, was fair,

11, MISSION: The Third Squadron, 11th ACR, the 15th ACR (ARVN), ond

Regional Forces under the cormi-nd of Major My ( Task Force My) werc to
scal and scarch MINH DUC villaze at 012400 November 1969 to apprehend

VC/NVA forcos in the village and destroy the infra-siructure,

12, CONCEPT OF OPERATION AND EXECUTION: On 1 November 1969 at H-45
(2315 Hours), How/3/22 and the US and ARVN artillery at AN LOC were to
begin firing to cover the movemeat of K and L Troops, 3/11 ACR into
their seal positions around MINH DUC, In their NDP's the two troops
waited seven minutes ofter t-c scheduled time for the artillery to
begin., Finally the units moved out, operating in rodio silence and
maintaining a blackout by using only Starlight scopes for navigation,
Because the scopes do not indicaic depth of field, the drivers had
some difficulty in manecuvering, wnd a few minor mishaps occurred

vhon drivers hit rubber trees or other tracks.

Since the opcration w-s tchind schedule, the illumination fires
began when K and L Troops wer2 still moving through the rubber. The
fires were planned to berin when the troops were in place. The ACW's
rolled through the cerie light for some mimutes before re~ching their
positions., K Troop assumed its ordered position, but received no
signal from the 3/15th Cavalry (ARVN) indicating the links were complete,
First Lieutenant Wilfred Fuller, K Troop third vlatoon leader, sent
his scouts repeatedly to his right flank to signal the ARVN wmit with
three flashes from the red-filtered flashlight. The ARVN response was
not forth coming, but the ARViis » :ported to their advisors that the
seal was complete. It was not urtil morning that the 200 meter gap
between K Troop and the 3/15th Cav (ARVN) was discovered and filled,
Evidently the ARVNs werc 200 meters east of their assigned position,
(See Inclosure 2, sketch of movement),
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In their movement X T -  3/11 . CR hed moved from its NDP at .
XT 698835 to the west ~ . 5% corner of MIH DUC, L Troop, 3/11
ACR had travelled to - - <% ccrner of MINH DUC, extending its
diagonal to X Troop. = - Vi units, 2/15th and 3/15th Cav,
formed two sides of the .- , sex"ing MINH DUC from the northeast

to the southwest corners. .Sce inclosure 2 ).

When all the forces were taought to be in position, and the villege
secaled, a PSYOPS ship broadc-st instructions to the villagers con~
cerning the morning search., The artillery fired illumination until
0330 hours, enabling the troopers to equally space the vehicles. The
men also set out trip flares and claymore mines behind their vehicles,
which faced into the village.

The illumination made the Starlight scope effective in cbsorving
the sealed area. At 0330 hours an Alr Force " moonshine ship" dropped
fleres. The Air Force ship wzs replaced by an ABVN "Spooky" began
firing, and Captain Robert L, Hprris, Commander of K Troop, quickly
called the 15th Cav (ARVi) advisor to find out why. He finally
lecarned that there was no contact in progress, the "Spooky" was
Just testing its guns. The silence was not broken sgain until
daylight whon the PSYOPS repcrted its broadcast, and the 399th
and 212th Regional Force Compeniecs and the Nationalist Police
entered the village, The forces split into four-man teams of
3 Regional Force members and 1 I'mtional Policeman, searching
every house for 15 minutes, movirng from house to house, street to
street, until the cntire. —villez~ was searched. Maior My, district
chief, and his advisor, Major Charlesg Griffiths, planned the search.

Majer My, having learned from the previous search operation in
AP PHU, had givan the Regionel Forces 13 hours of intensified training
in scarching the previous day. He also taught the National Police the
use of the mineswceper,

Mong with the search, lMajcr Griffiths had coordinated a MEDCAP
for the day. These MEDCAPS occir on a weekly basls, and villagers
with prolonged illness are given a week's supply of medicine at each
visit, Since a search and seal operation tends to alienate the
villagers, it wes hoped tre »EDCAP would offset this effect.

As the search progressed, !'~jor Griffiths end Major My discovered
the Regional Forces were moving through the village too fost, Although
the RF's searched throughly in the beginning, they became tired and
sped through the search towards the end.

The National Police deh-ined 11 people, of whom 7 were roleased
immediately. Of the four detainees, one was a draft~dogder, two had
false idenity cards, and one was a Hol Chanh from the First NVi
Division, The Hoi Chanh claimed he was a South Vietnamese double

agent., He also claimed ! with beards and
moustaches, opcrated i e ARVN radio nets,
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and had 24 hours or wer. % <° fhé gearch and seal operation," The
operation did not indi- - ¢ .ér the prisoner was telling the truth
or not, and his repor* .« ~ositively confirmed,

In their search tiat u@wéhal Police used a Blacklist of suspect
persimnel which was furni ;¢ By officials in An Ioec, The sources are
varied, but supposedly th: rades on the list have been investigated.

About 0100 hours tre search was complete, and the seal was liftled.
The troops withdrew, and Mix: Duc continued its business,

13. RESULDTS AND COMMENTS: "he Regional Forces operate continously,
and get tired easily, Actually, Minh Duc was too large for two companies
too search, A battalion was needed, Some areas were not hit-- like
the cleared areas around the perimeter, The Regional Forces were reluc-
tant to search individual burkers in the houses, Most of this resulted
from the lack of interest in the operetion on the part of the junior
officers, They did r.ot supezvise the men, The lack of training also
hurt the operation, If the FI's had been trained in searching more,

the operation would have been better. If they had found something, they
would have search harder, As it was, after an hour's extensive search
with no resulis, th: Regional Forces became tired, and started to walk
through the village," MAJ Griffiths commentecd. '"The operation took only
six hours, and it si0uld have taken eight or tem."

CPT Harris scid, "The search was fair, but it was good training
because the 11th ACR will probatly do more seals in the future,"

Mr Sylvester, Provinece Senior Advisor, ssid,"The real prupose of
this is the added emphasis on training ARVN's, the Dong Tien program,"

"If there are ¥C in tho village, the seal is effective, But the
gap and lack of security *urt the operation., We need to train the RF's
extensively in search operationsk! summed MAJ Griffiths,
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INCLOSURE 1 (Task Orger.’ 42 Friendiy Ferces! ifission)

a. Task Organigzat.

IRP K oF 2 TF 1!
X/3/11 Cav 2/15 Cav RF Co
15/4/9 Inf RF Co
; TRP L RF Co
I¢3;11 Cav THP 1 P1t NPFF
3/15 Cav 1 Intel Sed
cO M 16/4/9 Inf
M/3/11 Cav
SQDN CON
SQDN_CON 14/4/9 Inf
How/3/11 Cav V100 Plat
Mort 3/11 Cav
3/919 Engrs
Gr Surv Sec

b. Friendly Forces

(1) 5th Div (iRVN) continues operations in Binh Doung, Binh
long, Phouc Long Provinces to dectroy VC/NVA forces and destroy the
enemy infro-structure,

(2) 11th ACR continues operations in An lLog/Loc Ninh aress to
destroy VC/NVA foreces while concentrating efforts against the enemy
infra-structure,

(3) 9th Regiment A7WH) continues reconnaissance orverations to
the south of 15th ACR and seecures QL13,

- (4) 1/11th ACR continues reconnaissance operations east of
3. )

(5) 2/11th 4CR continues reconnaissance operations in loc Ninh
area,

(6) Binh long Provimece LIPFF and Intelligence Squadron supervises
the search of Minh Duc(XT7282) 20700 November 1969,

(7) 255RF Company is located in SE corner of Minh Duc,

(8) Psy Ops ship will play instructional tape upon completion
of seal and ggain at firet light on 2 November 1969,
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INCLOSURE 2( Copy of C .Overlay to OPORD 21.26, 3/11ACR)
; Map Ref: VIEINAM, 1:5C I0C sheet; series 6332111
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