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AVIc..WE 

THRU: Commanding General 
United States A~y, Vi~tnam 
ATTN: Comm...1..."1d Hist('·~-:..c''I'' 
APO S';;l F'r-·aI1(';.s:o 7(;3'7:: 

5 February 1970 

~'NCf'.ADF."" AT 1 Yl' l.~ ''J'"I"E~'·,\.Lr: 

~lF1F.D An'V 12 H.".R.::'. 
~ Dik ,ror;.1t 

TO: Haaoquarters 
Dep~tment of the Armv . 
ATTN: OQ!lI. (M'.~~h~ ~\r.w,\'~"~) 
Washington, D. C. 20315 \ 

1. (U) NAME AND TYPE OF ORGANIZATIOO: Air Cavalry Troop, 11th Armored 
Cavalry Regiment; 2nd Squadron, 11 th Armored Cavalry Regiment. 

2. (U) INCLUSIVE DATES OF OPERATION; 20 January 1970. 

3. (U) LOCATION: Area near Bo Duc, RV'N, northeast of An Icc. Mo.p sheet 
6331. XU9223. (RVN,1:50.oo0) 

4. (U) PERSONS INTERVIEWED: 

LTC Grail 1. Brookshire, 2/11 th ACR Commander 
MAJ Frederi ck M.. Franks , Jr., 2/11 th ACR 5..3 
lW tharles W. Abbey, Air Cavalry- Troop Conmander 
CPT Sewall H. Menzel, 2/11th ACR &2 
CPT Peter Economos, Artillery LNO with 2/11 th ACR 
CPT George R. Fish, 2/11th Howitzer Battery Commander 
1 LT Kenneth Farah. Regimental Chetlical Officer 
1 LT Bruce E. Hilebranci, 2/11 th ACR Assistant 5..2 
MOO Robert Bolan, 2/11 th ACR Operations Serger..nt 
All aviators interviewed are listed in inclosure 

5. (U) INTERVIEWING OFFICER: Regimental Historian. 

6. (U) TASK ORGANIZATION: 2/11 th ACR(_): F/2/1 1 th ACR, 0/2/11 th ACR, 
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H/2/11 th ACR,. Supported by Haw/2/11 th ACR; Air Cuvalry Troop, 11 th ACR, 
Blue Max, TAO AirJ and 4/919th Ehg Co (Armored) (atto.ched to H/2/11th liCR). 

7. {u} GENERii.L B!lCKGROUND; '!he Song Be isn It 0. sleepy little Asio.n River. 
Its waters run surprisingly clear o.nd swift, cutting deep banks in the sur­
rounding lo.nd. On its journey to the sea, it parallels the border that 
Vietnam shares with Cambodia, but after mo.ny miles, it fin~lly turns south 
and flows away from the border. 'nlis area. of the Song Be drc1nc.ge basin is 
the meeting point of the boundaries of the pol1ticc.1 districts of Bo Duc, 
Loc Rinh, and Phuoc Binh; however, to speak of these IIIQll-made boundnries in 
this area seems pretentious, at best. '!his is 0. \dId, physicc.lly h:trsh area. 
Its rolling hills are covered wi til jungle-- single, double, :.\lld triple canopy 
jungle. 'lh3 huge j ungln trees are surrounded with tn.ngled, impnssa.ble thick­
ets, and bu'!:.",:}oo forests 'w.:L th ·';,.~·r~es three o.nd four inches thick, yet growing 
like blades :)f groc3!=', D~ring ","'.8 monsoons :-..ild mu'=!h of ii}.'': f.r'{ se.':'1.Son as well, 
the g:'Oll!Jc 1!'t'ie:""rj.e,.:r'~l ,~!t. r',,:,-,:. i'o:,'(:, trees, t!-~€) clingi:..g ~1GS, and the 
small bu~t.9~ :1..: W€:'v ::J.1Ii ;lJ·::;:'s~'..~;., the :mol'(~ open Jreo.s, 'L:J.8 .. ,::"ter can be 
seen; d~,n.'k ,_~!ld~l'.J.~lC'.:r~ l\v~;:"G c'..~,_ :;;;:16 '\ery l:J.I'ge grc.ssy swomps- ill Within 
0. few m:;.lGS :)f' -r..."1e ',)orc>::;::::,-·· ·~1:.J.·:: '::::'~co:ue meo.do\Ols during the dry seo.son, but 
this o.re8. i::.; ";;'Ol1D!';,t'.;;t t7 "':,hc :u:7lg:.~. Flying over this area, one tends to 
remember tb€: milee ()f S(;lemingly endless jUllgle and soon forgets the ocoo.sionnl 
open areas. 

1bere is some civilizo.tion in this area-- nroUlXl Bo Duc nnd Bu Dop, and to 
the southwest, Loo Ninh. Li ttle villages, fields, a.nd rolling rubber trees 
cluster around these islands of civilization, but the ocenn of jungle dan­
inates even these oreas. A road (QL14A) connects Bu Dop to QL13, loc Ninh, 
nnd the rest of Vietnam, but it went unused for over a. year and t;\ holf o.nd, 
until November, 1969, wos praoti cally indistinguisht!ble i'rOl!l. the jungle it­
self. Because of the areaS ph¥sico.1 ch~o.cter1stics, it hn.d proven to be 
nlmost impassable for our highly' mechanized o.rm;y. We wOuld fly over, but not 
travel through the area on the ground. Beca.use of this, o.nd hacc.use of the 
prox1mi ty of Co.mbodi6., the land hnd become n hnven for the NV.A. 1bey hnve 
two mo.jor base :treas, 350 and 351, in the region, and their large infi1-
tra.tion network known as Serge's Jungle Highway pnsses through it. Until 
rather recently, the NVA had operated freely in the orenJ but, slowly 
Allied forces began to restrict their movement. 

1be enElIllY' countered this build-up with increc.sed cctivi ty nnd Rressure arou.nC1 
Bu Dop •. late in November, F Troop waS airllfted to Bu Dop to decrea.se this 
mounting threat. Soon cl'ter thiS, while operating OPCON to the 1st Air 
Cavalry Division (llM), an abortive c.ttempt to reopen the road was mcde by 
2/11th ACR, but tha,r were f~rced to odvo.nce too rapidly nnd, consequently, 
lost ~ vehicles before the,y were finc.1ly halted. In Decamber, the road 
o.nd the jungle were c.ssaulted again. '!his time, 2/11th ACR,' reinforced with' 
engineers and Hane Plows, slowly cleared the road ('.nO. jungle, cutting 0. grea.'tJ. 
swath to Bu Dop. In 1o.te December and eo.rly Jnnu~, this worked continued 
rather uneventfully. 1be 2nd Squadron oontinued to secure the newly re­
opened road tiM the plows continued to cut Ol'l ever l:ll'ger bolt through the 
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NVA lines of suppq. .At the em of , 969, it seemed that the enemy wcu.ld not 
reilly contest this. 

the idea. Was short lived. Neor Bu Dop ther nttempted n.n o.ttnck during the 
RLF holidays in Dec(JD.ber, but B and F '.lroops surprised the bo.ttnJ.ion vhile 
they vere still cU.gging in tll'ld destr0100 them.. About two weeks later, north 
of 100 Hinh, our ground forces supported the Air Cavalry '.lroop in n large 
con'tnot in which mony NVA wre killed. In Jonumy, tllthough there vns little 
significant action, there vns 0. marked increase in en~ movement into the 
area. By mid-Januo:ry, this movement ho.dtUrn~<i,nto·.kcQn'tncts end the 2/11th 
ACR o.nd the 1/"tp ACR,vere eng~ed in hea.vy fightit:Jg ,~ this area bounded 
by the ,Song Be titJd ~. Oanbodion border." : ..... >. '.' .. , .:. t " 

i";'?l.' ....... :.,' ". ~ :......~. "!.', l~,:. ~-"'"" " .. ; . {'.: '.:;: ,,"_, ~,;." • • ''"",Jro.-,t • 

8.' ;""(iJ) ... :r;S::;::::'UaENCI: .1I'or ::"h~~·t'll Veeit·~fore thobcitUe on 20 Jnnuary, o.n 
·'thcrep.6fi::'!:. {m~'hdtivf~' .. \:'.:~' '1otieed.· G:i-oducJ.ly, reports filtered in of 

: ~nofui':e:e~~i()rs 'ill','tl'ie are~,.,,;'·;t. mechaniclll !t'3t1? -c;,f: s:f Ls:tection also indi-
"'a~~d ':"0 "., .... c;.;,., .,,~,l 4"t in +h c: ;'ni~':I'I.' c"""""C!e5' . 816-·.·1" ... ~ CIS"" 'v'r r'" ",(1 - ..... , l' salated 
~ ~ ..... -c...--C""'v·'" J,"-~ ~ .... w,:,,,,:,,,~ ~ .• --v. ~."''''':' '" . ~~.J. t't'"; '. · •• L,' ... \ .,;-

. incid~n~~""'?"'E' ;:':'ece! L'l:tO::),lp:!.(;t1;:'.'J£ a. la.r-gC? ":''1;;''';(i r':?I',"J':L'.;; ,\:,ht: 11th ACR 
. forc(;;'~: ..LL t.he [l;:Of.. .' , . 
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On 14 Jurn::.!:".. .... :;-·!. ~<~nt :;'opores; s"C.:\t"l9d that the "enemy lorns conducting squod 
!3ize reconnci~fl,-me(l inths a)~9a ::round Bu Dop a.nd the 2nd Squadron' B arell 
pf operil:t!Qn. '.1\;.10 C.~y8 lc.'~~e!·, seventy NVA soldiers were reported to be about 
three ld.l~ters wost of BU.-pop,.'lhe same day, more enemy were seen two 
k11rometersfarther n.orth •. " ;~Oin, on. 17 and' 1 8 November, more reports CllDle 
in of sigllted enemy troops; ti.lso, 0. repor,t of 100 Olld 500 soldiers camped on 
the border. Sniffor raa.dings·corroborn.ted theso agent reportS \lith very high 
readings recorded south of Bo.' Duc along the Song Be. 

Besides tho so reports, our intelligence people traced the movement of the 
enemy forces in Combodia to nreas immediately across the border from much of 
the 1,th ACR crea of opera.tion. '!he 5th Division lloved to a locution north 
of Bu Dop :md the 7th Division relocated to the area. north of 10c Nl.nh. 'Ihe 
209th Regioont ooved southwest to a. looation northwest of Bu Dop and five 
kilO1'leters tlW~. (Note: Besides the obvious fact that the bc..ttle inUea.ted 
that the enel:\V"s strength vns largo, tlr.tny interesting indiontore were found 
after the battle. Como w.tre \1~S found in tho aroa.. It ran south to north 
and southwest to northeast. tLro tra.cks vere spotted on trnils ncar the con­
tlict. During the btlttle, a. large secondary explosion occurred when on enony 
posi tion was hi to- indicating that perhD.ps this was also tm ~"Jtlo dunp or sup­
plr area..) 

9. (C) OPERATIONS: 

0.. Genpro.1: 2/11 th ACR had been operating for n long tine in the 
area along QL1411. to Bu Dop. 1be;r had oil'lifted an arnored cav'.1lry troop to 
Bu Dop to relieve tho eneoy pressure on tho.t ('reo.. In Novenber, they hod 
tried to go up the road, but had been ha.lted by the ca, 1st Air Cavalry 
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Division (A.'1) when thoir losses caused by roc.d tUnes beo~ne extrene.1 '!hey 
had not withdrawn frOtl tho Ql'ea, instead they fortified :'l.nd secured what 
they ha.d. FSB Joel was developed and the stretch of rOt"d fron FSB Joel to 
FSB Deb to QL13 was secured. In Deceo.ber, the next oa;or push up the roed 
began with Long Reach II. '!his tine the Squodron was given the equipIlent 
to conquer the rugged terrnin. A Rone Plow (lend Clearing) Cot1pDJlY, in 
addition to the 919th Iiilgineors, wa.s placed under the control of tho 2/11th 
ACR. With these resources, the Squadron cut a grent swath to Bu Dop and 
cleared the road. They built a. fire support bese ne~ Bo Duc ~~ned Ruth; 
Ioportnnt strategically was the fact that now ouch of the eneoyls prin~ 
line of cooounication had been severed and our second st:m'ldron was sitting 
astride it. Inevitably, the control of this vital link in the eneny effort 
\louJ.d bo chillengGd- and of course it was. 

Day of 20 JI'lllUtl.ry! The 2nd Squadron had the over~l tUssion of 
l.!onducting reconnaissance in ':b::,tr area of operation, securing the rood, and 
acting o..s :1 re::\dy recction fo::::o. On 20 Jo.nunry, the individual troops had 
oissions ::,el~ted to tbis overcll nission. G Troop WilS securing QL14A and 
setting 1.1': s';~!'ong points south to Deb. H COI:lp!JDy wns in the area northwest 
of Bu Dop .... ) pick up C Cotlpnny, 1-5, and recon in tn.'1t nrea. F Troop was to 
move to Ch:-n loi for a stond do-.ln. 

The early norning hours of 20 Janunry were very uneventful, 'Vr1. th o..ll three 
units turning in negctive situation re:porte, except r:t 0459 bourse At this 
time G Troop's AFir, (10c2t~d at 941210} reporten henring ~t~t they thought 
sounded like people choppj.ng wood and digging positions about 200 neters 
from their loco.tion. ~;.c rest of the night waS quiet. 

The silence was shc:.:ttered at about 0640 hours, when FSB Ruth begllll receiving 
incoDing IJort!l.rs. 2 ,li'j.ftcen rainutes later Ruth still Wa.S receiving nortnrs, 
'Which they suspecteC'. 1-10re cotling fron due west. Fortune,tely, ~\'ll the rounds 
fell short-- hittin€ outside tho perineter. To counter the on~ fire, the 
2/11th ACR TOC railic,od f.ye· n pink teon a.nd Cobrn.s to destroy tho enemy gun­
ners. lu.so, tl:e 0:' 3~'lic 155t:1o HOW'i tzer Ba.ttery rru:lioed an tlrt1llery w:ll'Iling 
th:lt they would be f:i:ting into the 912252 grid. Sane artillery norker rounds 
were fired in'!;o the F'lspectod ::ll'eo... 'lhe friendly troops in the areo. were 

111th ACR wes OPCON to 1st flir Cavalry DiviSion. 2/11th ~tCR had boen given 
orders to proc:Jod UI' QL1411. 0.8 rapidly a.s possiblo, accepting "sroe risk verses 
100% so,.leep." 

21he fa.cilities (l.t Ruth are well fortified. The DSB sits on top of a bill 
southwest of bo Duc. The bern is about six to seven feet high and from. out­
Side one can only see the cupolas of the ttUlks end ACAVls th'lt protect the 
perineter. Inside, the ground is lower thrdl outside causing 0. definite de- . 
pre&sion. Most of the Don have bunkers of logs and sandb~s, and the explo­
si ves ore buried. 
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asked to check these rounds to insure that they werc ... clear. They were and 
the artillery pounded the orea. Aled Red Baron 7 and ffi.ue Max struck the 
area atter the artillery- fire was checked momentarily. 'lhe enemy shelling 
ceased for a time. 

~e troops moved out on their respective :nissions and '"lD.other routine day 
began. ~e routine was broken at 1040 hours when mortars again pounded 
Ruth. LTC Brookshire, who was up in the air at this time; was fired upon 
by enemy using .51 caliber 1'IJ.achineguns and AK-47 f s, but his craft was not hit. 
Second Squadron sought to clear the area with the US advisor to the ~.RV1P8, 
anf.. since the area was free of friendly troops, was given the authority to 
fj:'ci J Blue Max gunsh5. ps ::olled in on the suspected area and the shelling 
ce":.HJd. In this SeCOll;) 't'ru-rage, Ruth received 37 rounds with 4 duds -
they ',,2::'2 ~. (:O"llbins.~··iou of 120mm and 82mm. 

LTC '0., ~1_,,· •. • .'. c. -;" ,,':: ,'. -, pink te f th A • - .'\ ~ - ': ~~ T"'" 'J':. - ere J:.l"C, • ..:' • .;::I ... _ _ c "u_·.~· .. , _~., a em rom e .t'..l._' v(1.'J. __ .. :. '. ,.I1? __ :.C.:' W 

fl"";n7 '-.'!"'r" ","".' T"'-''l'':''' ':'0 discover the enemv ~"+:il"'!-lr,- - '1-.' (thi!" "as in J - ..... ~_, - \ ..... - r.... ~ .. "I. •. ~ ." 4.J V ~ .. -' .. _ J.":' - _. .-. '. N -,~ 

i:;he SSTJ:: 7J"c tl"<:·l\ ;·h~. the mortars had been f:·:ui). "'\.' ',::hite element 
(LOB) h:l: c." ~.y be(~rl .':>l~i.i..!'.g for about five minute5 '1' ... 1'!eived fire. 
Its r&2. ;'~'_emell+ (Go:'):!:':>;: 'c'3gan to roll in and retu:'~," 1:' L'{i ::mt lost sight of 
the LOS .::.nd held it::: ~"i:c: for fear of hitting the smnH ;.1;'i~.icopter. 111e 
next thing that ":ts Cobrl'J. pilot remembered was he::jT~llG :.,; ~:,oH pilot on the 
radio, tt I em hH:J'" 1 t:Jn going down!" ~e Cobra p~.::'(j~. :·-j.:~:)ed Second 
Squadron, tellingt.he:n: of the downed LCII, and <:. t::.h'.~ ;:;~!3 time made passes 
over the area t:~d.ng to :"'ind the downed helico:)'t,~~< B~'.:k at QUAN LOI, the 
Cobra pilots of ""he .Air r:,.val.ry ~oop scrambled and w:e soon sirborne on 
their way to the crash. Blue Max was also cani.':1g. 

111e situation har. chang~c1 .l'apidly. At first, ... <1.an only the mortars were 
coming in, the elle:,!'j s"!:.r<::!:l.g:th appeared quite sr.'I211. NOi., it appeared that 
they hOO a number ,:.1: c 5': c( .. ~.iber machinegun posi'!;ions :!.n the same area and 
probably a large r,'r:;b~:'" of' troops. After asSeSSi!lg th~.s situation, LTC 
Brooksh11'e decideCl ': '~" .", ..... ':,' -.,rauld bring in his th:r.-E,e gr('und elements against 
the fJ:'1.':!~"'. H CaIn;~~'li' '.':":'1:'};'-;' cane in from the nort,h, while F and G would 
!lo'!e i.1p from the s..,': b.... ;..::., the time they were nofdfied to move into the 
cul!. :J.:::.;;:t area, the ':,,::C()j,3 were 'Widely scattered. H ComPlillY moved overland to 
BO DUC, and then w(nt \.l(·:r.t',;nrd on a secondary road. Fortunately the 4/919th 
.Ehgineers were with them, and when the canpany C!l"lle to a stre!3Ill, they were 
'-ible to quickly en.pl£l.ce an ALVB and cross. Fran the stream, H Conpany WftS 

fl:::,ced to bust some jungle areaS to the locl')tial ,,:here they set up a bl"'ck­
inl;: pos: tion. IUring this last phase, NAJ Abbey, Air ':av Trp Comm.ander, 
g'Uj,:'t .. ~::. them. fran his cOlllDlaIld and control ship. 

F Troop, which was on its wq to QUAN LOI, had already turned on to QL13 and 
waS heading south towc.rd LOC NINH when it recei vel the word to return. Since 
it had passed from the AO of 2/11th, LTC Brooksh:t.:'(';: checked through the 
Regimental Canm.ander for permission to return F T.!.oop. 'Ibis was quickly 
granted and F Troop wheeled about and covered the distance in less than tvo 
hours, arriving in the conta~t zone immediately behind G Troop. 

S(·01l1 PI DC") "P"( 5 



.. 
MAJ Pranks, 2/11th ACR s...3, waS on the ground telk.bg to theG 1i"oop Caatmd.ftr 
about moving to the crescent to destt'O;r the mortai:' posi ti-cns. loben the call 
about the downed LOR come over the radio, G !roop ws able to qu).ok1y move 
north off QL14A and toward the. CC'lltact. lW Franks 1ulnr$diD:telyrlew north 
over the landing zone. Since he was ttret. em the seene, he took charge of 
the artillery nnd gunships voriting in the area. lhe CO, 2/11tb ACR, in the 
meantime, concent..'tuted on the overel1 picture - moving troops and getting 
tire support tor the battle. 

\<hile this maneuvering was being planned and executed, the Air Cevalry ~oop 
Cobras at the scene of the crash had located the LOH wrecksge, and one Cobra., 
p!ioted by CPl' Carl }/.IBl"shall, hsi lnnded despite a hea~~ volume of enemy fire 
to :~'eBcue the lane survivor. ~is was over by 1326 ho1.l!'s. After this rescue, 
M.u;r Franks had uSed the Cobras to tire on the western edge of the LZ. A few 
minutes later, the Howitzer battery at Ruth was firi::g. MAJ Franks shifted 
the Cobras to the north and used the artillery to pound the wostern woodline. 

~en the TAC Air arrived, 11M Franks was able to ri!'f the ene: ... :r in fire. He 
shifted the nrtille:r.,;:," fire to the northern woodlint ',::.be arti'-lery was firing 
almost straight wes·t fran Ruth). Ule western wood~ j 1" was now the tt.l.rget 
for the TAG Air jets caning in from the south. 'lb", .~,tern and southern 
portions ot the crescent were covered by Air Caval!';! 'iT-OOp Cobras and Blue 
Max ships, both of which THada a southerly pass fI7';~,:: 'ver the a.rtillel')" 
tire and then canine; in low to strafe the grounde 

This was the general pa.ttern for the deplovment of ':..~, various supporting 
fires during the afternoon. It was only changed \,~J'';!,' t,he TAO A :ir jets 
went off station to reload. At this time, sane cf l.,!~e helicopters were 
shifted to the west. At about 1405 hours, MAJ Frl.'J:~s had to leave the areo. 
to refuel, so LTC Brooksh:J.re took over on locatiol~ as w€.ll as continuing the 
overall coordination. 

As the urtillery, airstr:L·,~r~, and gunships pounded :.r" : .. ea, the troops of 
2d Squaer'on were mov:!:,''''~ .. _,.u~.:' to the contact area. ? ·.":::"oop was thundering 
up dust;. .r-., 14A. (On~; '~I~.'. ":"':;"cer pilot later camnelL~8f:. ·::.ha.t even though he 
W5.S fl::-- :..J~: far a'ltray f:: l~': ? :'.:'oop IS location, he couJ.t:. beG the dust they kicked 
up 1)11 ", '",r;rg skyward.! G ':!:roop had moved almost straight north fran QL 14 A 
a;:l(~ :1..'. t. kilometer l::.::i; hit Bau Be. Linh, a very IfT'g":: grassy area that is 
a i.Pil'i:c.i1 ~hlIing the monsOO~lS. It is dry now, ~d wi·::'~l :::$ covering of four 
inch :::-,;,:::0, looks quite similar to a. well kept footbc.-:~ .t'ield fran the air •. 
1he "t. "- ~J sped a,eros s this, until they hit a stream "P. the northeas t corner 
of l:::,~~.J. Linh. 1he streem, which was not shown on the "'lap, wa.s about four 
feet d,.: .. p and looked impasSible. 'lbe B 'lroop canma.nd(,:j::·~ who was in the lead 
track, jumped fran his vehicle and waded across the stTenm checking its bonks 
and bottan. Discovering that it was fordable, he ordered his ACAV's across 
and then knocked down trees and placed them in the -wn:tcr to let the Sheridans 
cross. '!hey then plunged into the single and double ~.]..--:l0PY' ungle 'Which lay 
between them end the crescent. 'lbeir speed was rem~'.;d:tlble. In one and a halt 
hours G ~oOp crossed the stream and busted about two kilometers 0£' jungle 
to reach their objective. When MAJ Franks returned from refueling, LTC 



Brookshire diredted that he guide G Troop through the jungle south or the 
crescent fran his helicopter -- this probably speed.ed the ovement con­
siderably. Finally, G Troop burst out from the southern woodline, came on 
line, stopped, and begtlll firing on the enemy across the field. F Troop who 
had followed. G Troop into the area, came on line to the left of G Troop and 
also began firing. 

So(''!l. after the troops com.e on line; a helicopter filled with twenty-five Eo. . 
158 GS Clusters, each weighing fifty pounds, came on si.p.tion. LTC Brookshire 
st')r?,:d, the artillery momentarily while the ship apprc·: c,hed. As the ship fi(tw 
::.:~" "(, was directed. to-...[n....""ti the northside of the creF'·:!;".1~ by MAJ Abbey. 'lhe 
rh:lp dropped the clus;"ox-s so that they opened one Im:('.J:'C...(i feet above the enemy 
~:)"unke:rs. It ws hop4?.G. that the gas 'WOUld drive tl:. .. .; ':c',E-cious NVA out into the 
open. 'lhey <iroppoc1 1.3 clusters so that they opened .:u6. the men inside were 
preparing for the next rUll when they heard MAJ Abhe:'." :,:' voice over the radio 
s~, II On the seco:::ld run .. ceme in juet n little 10~.1('~' .. " .no, wait •••• it's 
benut1ful, they're I'!.L''l~::,il''..g allover the plnce." ~"::';' h'/A had been driven from 
their bunkers and WP1'f.) ,\·~treo.ting panic strickeno 

LTC BrookShire im.ma(~:l n:~t:J.y followed up the drc •. '~' -:-.. !Ilships and artillery, 
pounding the enemy :L11 tae northern bunker pas i~.,-·.,'l. :" L few moments later 
at 1500 hours, G '!roop charged across the open .. :::1, ·~xecuted an echelon 
movement and swept the northec.stern corner of th", . ':. :<:a.ct B.ren. F Troop 
PI'tlctico.lly mirrored G Troop's movanent,. going ;tv 't,;"', northwestern corner. 'lb., maneuvered in the area until about 1730 hours v.t.an the darkness forced 
them to move to their night defense positions. (3) 

H Company, to the north, had encountered. four enel'll,:' .,;: t.hdraving fran the 
battle 1',"\,1 had killed the..1Q. Nearby, a Pink Teag hi):-'i J'8ceived fire and MAJ 
Abbey ht.C! called in artillo':y and ffiue Max, but trB ,'" ul ts were unknown. 
Although '·:.he troops mnneuv(;;I"8>1. for another hour, U.;, ':iil.j or fighting wns over 
by 1640 bourse 'lhe WOlf; CV:Ltn.ct WtlS finished by ';;;:,;f) ilours when MAJ Franks 
gave tht: -:'.:':'tillery on lIane. of mission" radio tranS::-ii.'-:::~on. 

10. Alr::~:;;SIS: Cool'd:i·,·~;',:L(1~~, both externo.l and in·::;~'::.j::l, was handled well 
and p:rr'IJ<.;.bly wns the! ;!i(.~ t Significant reason why this 'Jas such a "textbook" 
cattl',. ~he contact :.c:.:,,:; not in the 2/11th ACR AO, b1;:t nermission to fire 
1~~~;:; r;,·,:5,~~c.l! obtained frl)J;) the US advisor to the AIF'~~'i, 3/9th Regiment, !W 
wiC~~_:,') 'l'here vere LO dose friendlies t'iRVN's). ;:.~ r·Te was a company 
Op6~".:.:"'. :.,; a few kilffill.)"t.;,rs a··rq. Initio.l1y, 2/11t~~ ,.,';7, W.'lS not able to 
10 cd. tllem by air, b(-;oc.use when asked to pop smo!{(,,, ~ '(.'')y used green, which 
does !FJT, show against, t,he jungle. To insure that E.:" j'11th ACR was firing . 
safely ~ the sCluooron h:..d the ground forces identify ,:.·,~.i..r distn..l1.ce frem the 
impa.ct orea by sound A 'mey said they were far away, :: u the firing continued .. 
Also, there were no dismounted forces involved in t;'~3 c::mtllct. 

13) Fe.rly the next dey the 2/11th forces were callt'd to reinforce 1/11th IS 
contact. Because of this, ,1 th ,:CR forces did not l'(::!-cprn until tvo days 
1o.ter. 

• 
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~, LTC Brookshire was able to brin, in his fire support. "'81'1 clos4!. 
A secOl'ld advantage woa that the troops carried enough 4D1fIlWl.1t1on so that no 
re8U~ ~ neceasar.r during the contact. 

'Jhe internfIJ. C()()rd.1nation vas also very smooth. In effeot, the man in the 
air OV'er the oontact controlled everything _ 'lhe 00 and S-3 vere able to 
alternate with no loss in effectiveness. ~ey- vere able to centralise all 
the actions in one C and C ship bY' tal king to ~ and TAO Air on FM ond 
mue Mra cnd Air Cav' Troop on UHF. For most of the battJ.e, the A ir Cave.ll.T 
Camnander, l!AJ AbbeY', ooordina.ted ld.th the gunships, the 00 ;md S-3 of 2/11 
controlled. the o;rtU1C1C1.7 and the FAG coordinated the air strikes. At 
different times however, LTC Brookshire had his subordinates per.f"orm special 
tucks (MAJ Abbey' flev to the north and controlled H Co-npany and the eo:trta.ct 
i':l that area. Also, at one point LTC Brookshire had MJw Franks guide G 
'!roop through the jungle.) At the scene ot the battlo, there were al~ 
between one and three Caamand and Control ships. 

'lhistight oontrol elloved the SqutXlron to maintni.'Il 3. heavy ring of fire 
around the enemy. ':hey did not have to stop the J",::··:.llery for the air 
strikes and gunships end vice-TerBa_ 'lhase lastel ·::'ur1ng the whole con­
taot--the e.1rstrikes until about 1700 hours and .',..,"', .Jrt.Ul..ery until 1836 
hours. In all, a .la:rge amount of tire sUBPort ..... '12·.1 ns~, as shown by this 
list of rounds expended: 155mm Bowi tzer (2/11 - .:;:-.) "ds>a 1 05mm Howi tser 
(ARVN's fired only in the morning - 230); Air Stri k,;s .. 14. Air Cavalry 
1i-oop Cobras - 47 strikesJ Blue Max Stltikes - 7. 

~ very fortuitous events also mode the contact go~··:>re smoothlY'. A fev 
dqs before the conto.ct, H Company hed trnveled wes~ 'iJo n stream. on whose 
bariks they had practiced placing their ALVB. rus ·rc::..3 the sflID.e route and 
the samG l1LVB site they- used on 20 Jonuar;y. 1hey 1.'<.:.:;. in effect, had Q. 

"dress rehearsal" a few days before. 'Ihe second 'War; t.:le.t MAJ Franks had 
previously reconnad the route over vhich G 'lroop mov3d to the contact. 

1he eD.e!!!:.' probab~ Confl~"'j~!~·. of two battalions. 'lhCI'8 were anti-aircroft 
element..;: hea'V7 mort~ :._: .. ~'!l::' probably infantry- Ac:cvrd1ng to LTC. Brookshire 
they 'W(::C", set up to ' r. ::1"~1!l ::l.l1 airmobile force and lit-il,ir plan almost worked." 
After ~:L_ LOH was sh-:: .. i ,:ow, the Aerp-Rifle Platoon of the Air C.wa.lr1 Troop 
'';.1.3 ;.'(),~,·'j.t"'d and wn:lt.1r;S at BU roP. 'lheY' were a!mOf\'c '!.:::'.serted in the area 
o.lld :~.( ';::"1(1' hEd been lithe results vould have been. da~:~I.~tatingn. It was 
diff:' -, .-1. 'j to determine the enemy's actual strengt."1 ·;·-)c,use after the 
cont,::·.; the troops were only able to sweep Q. port1ol'l)1' the area. Because 
of f:cl~~ing in other arens, 2/11th ACR did not re-6n·~f.31· the area. until two 
days :;.(_ter, by this time the battlefield hal been '.~t.::': policed. 
lhfortunately, no documents or prisoners were c~ptu!'E;,(: to accuro.tely revenl 
the sitle of the el'lem.y' or his losses. 
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20 January 1970 
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BATTLE 65 

To: REGT 0026 984th lend Clearing Co cut 121 acres, Have 34/27 plows, 
Starting cut at 013310, stopping cut at 003313. 

FnI: E, F, G . 0459 
Trps,H Co 

FnI: TOC 0640 

FnI: TOC 0655 

FnI: roc 0700 

Fro: RUTH 0710 
(How Btry) 

FnI: TOC 0720 

FnI: roc 0730 

FnI: TOC 0732 

FIn: F Trp 0735 

FIn: Red 0742-
Baron 7 

FnI: roc 0745 

FIn: Red 0750 
Baron 7 

F'm: CPT 0850 
Dickenson 

Fro: TOC 0920 

Fm: G Trp 0924 

FnI: GTrp 0940 

Neg sitreps on t hour to 0530, except at 0459 when G Trp 
(.~P #3, 941210) reported hearing what sounds like wood 
being chopped and digging in on Az of 030-035 about 200-
250 meters out. Will fire ~79. Neg results. 

Gave call to H Co. Receiving in-coming-- got fix about 
1000m. Fired HE round twice-- moving fire team up now. 

Still receiving in-coming-- believed to be coming up by 
RVN Compound due west. 

Calling in Pink Tealll and Cobras. 

Arty warning frOID RUTH-- firing into grid 912252. 

Airstrip also receiving and MAJ Wicker. No casue.lties. 

To fire marker round and have it to check if friendly 
clear the fire. Firing on grid 912252. 

Fired couple of canister rds. Neg results as yet. Still 
receiving in-coming, 

"SPing" at this time. 

Going to fire on grid 912252. HAJ Wicker r&"'orts clear 
of his friendly. 

Cobras firing on grid targe:t. How Btry to crank up on 
grids when air fire is cle~. 

Spotted clearing--wants to work out there. Gave clear­
e.nce to work out. 

f1:,.king sweep toward e3St. Found mortar fins, bandages, 
AK rds, B-40 rds. 

Cnll in Blue Max. Checked all fire on Arty. 

Sweep team moving 300m south of JERRI. 

1 ACAV hit mine XU873184, 23lb-- urgent dust off, ba.ck 
injury (was 16th vehicle in column, mine on south side 
of rood. 

4ft 8 i ' R'L e r:c (FE e ) ~ 
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Fm.: G Trp 0955 Vehicle 129 hit mine at JERRI. No cllsualties. Mine on 
right side of the road at grid 961222 (2nd vehicle in 
coltmm). 

Fm: GTrp 

Fin: GTrp 101) 

FIn: TOC 1040 

Fm: LTC 1055 
Brookshire 

FIn: MAJ 1100 
Wicker 

Pm: Blue' 1101 
~, 

Pm: M.tW 1105 
Wicker' 

Pm: LTC 1110 
Brookshire 

Pm: TOC 11.35 

lib: Red 23 12.35 

Pm: RIDT 1245 

Ph: TOC 1250 

En: MAJ 1254 
Franks 

F'h: LTC 1305 
Brookshire 

Fin: Blue 1.315 
Max 

Pm: MAJ 1319 
Franks 

Ph: Red 7 1.326 

Found 23lb mine 150m north of culvert on grid 85.3148-
wrapped in plastic, loose dirt. 

Found mine(853147}, new, wrapped in plnstic. Found on 
north Side, believed placed last night. 

Now receiving in-coming ago.in. Told Arty to fire on same 
grids as before. Received a.bout 20 '!'ds in .3 min" 

Receiving fire to his ea.st- no. hits reported as yet. 
Believed AK & .51 col fire coming frOB 9184 and 9222.32. 

Radar called in 9.3025<>- MAJ Wicker clol!lr i t-- firing mortars. 

Arrived in our location, will proceed firing on grid 
930250. 

Confirmed location of his troops- going to have them 
pop smoke. 

Advising Blue Max of WP and where to fire. Ad,iusted fire. 

37 nixed with 4 duds, 120m':! I.e 8?rna from grid 930250 

Believed LOH shot down grid 9202.31. 

Blue Ho.JC on the way. 

F & G Trps noving to where LOR shot down. 

• 51 cal located at 91.32.3 5. 

Get F Trp ba.ck here. Take sQ.,."1e route IlS G frp. 

Receiving ground-to-air fire 923233. 

Arty' crank-up on grid 92.3210. 

Picked up our downed LOR. Safe nt Bu Dop. 

2 
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Pm: RUTH 1330 

Fm: How 1335 
Btry 

Fb.: Blue 1355 
Max 

Fh: 1,fAJ 1405 
Fronks 

Fm.: REGT 1407 

Fm: GTrp 1410 

FD.: HOo 

Fb: LTC 
Brookshire 

Fm: LTC 1500 
Brookshire 

I'm: HOo 1502 

Fm.: HOo 1515 

Pm: LTC 1516 
Brookshire 

Fm: MAJ 1630 
Franks & LTC 
Brookshire 

fu: COL 1640 
Storry 

lib: LOll 1725 

F'm.: 5-3 Air 1735 

Fm.: HAJ 1836 
Franks 

To: REGT 2017 

Fm: REGT 2302 

C 6'2' f [ (( r 4/ ~ t 6' .. 

J.:rty firing fron Rum in grid 923240, 

Requesting aO pallets HE, ~ pallets GB, 2 pallets PD fuses. 

Second Bet of Cobras have arrived. 

Breaking stotion for fuel. 

19 clusters of OS standing by. 

All vehicles across swamp at 921231. 

H Co now at 935270. 

Arty check fire, bring in CS. 

G '!roop charging acros s open I:::.l'ea. 

CPT Gilcrest-- dinks running in the open, killed two, 
at 933265 

Report 2 more dinks killed. 

leaving station for refuel. 

On the wn::y back into RUTH. 

KIA ... 27, KBH - 54, KBA - 80, BArty - 73. Total kill - 234. 
Dest 6 es. .51 cal positions, 4 - 12O,m, 4 - 82mB. 

(927270) tnking AK fire. 

Shoiiow ship will be on stl1tion at 1900. 

Arty-- end of mission. 

E Trp - 016295, HHT, How, 4/919 _ FSB RUTH, F Trp - 924238, 
G '!rp - 920215, H Co - 928266. 

Messoge to LTC Brookshire: Mainten<'l.nce pnrts nzxl per­
sonnel requested will be at this location in I!lorning. 

J@enraOe" , r Q 6 , 
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20 January 1970: Hovernent during battle. 

Ini tally, elements of 2/11 th AGR were in the follovling locations: 
F Troop was on QL13, heading southward; G Troop was at coordinates 
852147 at 10)6 hours; H Company was located at YU018312. ll.fter the 
battle began~ the 1.U1i ts followed the general patterns indicated on 
the map. (1) This is the stream which G Troop had to cross. Soon 
after passing (2), ~/2/11th ACR followed G/2/11th ACR into the area 
of the battl~. Hhen G Troop reached the area of (3), they received 
small arms fire. (4) indicates the location of an ARVN infantry 
company(from 3/9th). They initially volunteered to secure the downed 
LOR with a squad-- Second Squadron advised against it. The area near 
(5) is where H Company had their contact. (6) is the crossing site 
for H Company. They used an AVLB emplaced bi 4/919th Engineers who 
vlCre In th H Company. That night tho elf'1llents of 2nd Squadron were in 
the follol~ locations: F Troop(XU924238); G Troop(XU920215); H 
Company (XU928266 ). The map also depicts FSB Ruth-- 2/11 th ACR CP. 
The C'ther linea partillliy the AO boundaries. 
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MAJ FRAIVK'S 
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in heliconter 

Soon after LOR crash, ~~J Franks (2~1th S-3) 
arrived on site. He initially had Cobras 
firing into box #1. Then a.fter artillery 
(How /2/11th ACR) uas ready, he had artilleI7 
fire into 111. When this occured, MAJ Franl<:s 
shifted Cobras to box #2. (The artillery' 
fire uas lifted briefly \men CPT Marshall, 
Cobra Pilot, lo.med in LZ to rescue the 
survivor of the LOH crash. During this 
tiMe the Air Cavalry Troon ColJras covered 
him b.y shooting into ~oxes #1 and #2.) 
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1. Artillery (How/2/11th ACR) came frau FSB 
, in an east to tvest direction). 

2. Cobras fleH over the nrtillery (flying :r.orth to 
south), then rolled in at low altitude over tarrets 
in the eastern and southern Hoodline. 

3. TAG Air flew south to north, hitt.ing targets on 
the '.lestern woodline. Hhel'1 T.\C Air left, thrdr 
tcr;:'r::ts T,.l("-C i':--1l--r'.cd by helicopters l·rhich 8M fted 
over. 

( All this snrnort Has controll&:' from one helicopter 
(2/11th Acn CDr!M8.Tl(~ aY\rl Control 5hip). Arty, 
TAC M.r l·leTa on FH, Hhilo T3J.u~ V/(lX arJd A:tr Cavalry 
Troop l.rere on VHF) 
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ribtes: 

1. Cobras continued to f~re jl'lto th:i.s area. 

2. Artillery ",as stopped vhile CIS "las droprer. on area. 

3. lmMediately after CJS Drop, Artillery and Cobras 
strafed bunker area ann to the north. 

L.. Soon after th:I.s, G a.nr1 F troop cros~e(! field 
touI1rd hunl<:ers. 
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1 • G Troop'l-nr (a) Came to ","oOO1i1'1o and 

,·rent on line, firing 
across into northern 
bunkers. 

\ 
,........ \ 

-',-",/ (b) EcheloneCl, and moved 
off to the leN, 

{\I~ 
2. F Troop: L (aa.) Follot-red G Troop into 

area. Then came on line 
(bb) Moved across field and 

drove to the ,.rest. 
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•• 51 cnliher machine gun rositions 

t trail netl'lOrk 

~! Dunkers t'l.rrl f::lghtinr,- positioflS 
~ (Had a bout 2('0 hun1{ers 
, and fighti:ng pesi tions) 








