f A D DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
f’) \ €~ 28TH MILITARY HISTORY DETACHMENT
11TH ARMORED CAVALRY REGIMENT

APO SAN FRANCISCO 96257

AVIC_WE ) 5 February 1970

SUBJECT: Combat After Action Inte ew Report
CLASSIFIED BY__ oo
SUBJECT TO GERERAL :* ! {1""}}’;_;!
souEDULE GF EX 1. o r'::;‘ te 3
THRU: Commanding General Aumr,ﬂ,l?:,hLLgs RO iCRLTED AT T
United States Amy, Vistnam  YEAR INTERVA
ATTN:  Comand Histoier DECLASSIFY OR: -_§_l_&_2~z§. xw
AP S~z Franeicco 5375

POBNCRADED AT 1 YR LR ™NTERVALS:
o DOAASSIFIED AFTER 12 YLARS.
POD DR 100518
TO: Headquariers -

Dep:rtment of the Army

ATTN: OGMH. (™M Johw Mbmj\\ﬂ
Washington, DiC. 20315

1, (U) NAME AND TYPE OF ORGANIZATION: Air Cavalry Troop, 11th Armored
Cavalry Regiment; 2nd Squedron, 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment,

2, (U) INCLUSIVE DATES OF OPERATION: 20 January 1970,

3, (U) LOCATION: Area near Bo Duc, RVN, northeast of An Ioc, Map sheet
6331, Xu9223, (RVN, 1:50,000)

4, (U) PERSONS INTERVIEWED:

LTC Greil L. Brookshire, 2/11th ACR Commander

MAJ Frederick M, Franks, Jr,, 2/11th ACR S-3

MAJ Charles W, Abbey, Air Cavalry Troop Commander
CPT Sewnll H. Menzel, 2/11th ACR S

CPT Peter Economos, Artillery INO with 2/11th ACR
CPT George R, F‘J.sh, 2/11th Howitzer Battery Commander
1LT Kenneth Farah, Regimental Chemical Officer

1LT Bruce E, Hilebrand, 2/11th ACR Assistant S-2

MSG Robert Bolan, 2/11th ACR Operations Sergeant

A1) aviators interviewed are listed in ineclosure

5, (U) INTERVIEWING OFFICER: Regimental Historian,

6., (U) TASK ORGANIZATION: 2/11th ACR(~): F/2/11th ACR, G/2/11th ACR,




H/2/11th ACR, Supported by How/2/11th ACR; Air Cavalry Troop, 11th ACRj
Blue Max; TAC Airy ond 4/919th Eng Co (Armored) (attached to H/2/11th ACR).

7. (U) GENERLL BACKGROUND: ‘The Song Be isn't a sleepy little Asion River,
Its wvaters run surprisingly clear and swift, cutting deep banks in the sur-
rounding land, On its journey to the sea, it parallels the border that
Vietnam shares with Cambodia, but after many miles, it finally turns south
and flows away from the border, This area of the Song Be droinoge basin is
the meeting point of the boundaries of the political districts of Bo Due,

Loc Ninh, and Phuoc Binhj however, to speak of these man-made boundnries in
this area seems pretentious, ot best, This is o wild, physicolly harsh area,
Its rolling hills are covered with jungle-- single, double, ~nd triple canopy
jungle, The huge jungle trees are surrounded with tangled, impassable thick-
ets, and bar-oo forests with “cses three and four inches thick, yet growing
like blades of gross, Daring *ha monsoons and much of ihe Ary senson as well,
the ground mnderne m v boroo . fost trees, the clingirg wviacs, and the
small bushes i¢ wet and porsihy.  Ir the mora oper areas, the woter can be
seen, d~nk .and murlky. There ovr. soue very large grassy swaps-—- 211 within

a few miles of the Hordor-. that btacone meadows during the dry seoson, but
this arex is Gomivicted by *he funglz., Flying over this area, one tends to
remember the miles of seemingly endless jungle and soon forgets the occasional
open areas.

There is same civilization in this orea-- around Bo Duc and Bu Dop, and to
the southwest, Loc Minh, Iittle villoges, fields, and rolling rubber trees
cluster around these islands of civilization, but the ocean of jungle dom-
inates even these areas, A road (QL14A) connects Bu Dop to QI13, ILoc MNinh,
and the rest of Vietnam, but it went unused for over a2 yeocr and a half ond,
until November, 1969, was practiecally indistinguishnble from the jungle it-
self, Because of the areas physical characteristics, it had proven to be
almost impassable for our highly mechanized army, We would fly over, but not
travel through the area on the ground, Because of this, and because of the
proximity of Cambodia, the land hnd become a haven for the NVA, They have
two major base areas, 350 and 351, in the region, and their large infil.
tration network known as Serge's Jungle Highway passes through it, Until
rather recently, the NVA had operated freely in the areas but, slowly
Allied forces began to restrict their movement,

The enemy countered this build-up with increcsed cctivity and pressure oaround
Bu Dop. Iate in November, F Troop was airlifted to Bu Dop to decrease this
mounting threat. Soon ofter this, while operating OPCON to the 1st Alr
Cavalry Division (AM), an abortive cttempt to reopen the road was mode by
2/11th ACR, but they were férced to advance too rapidly and, consequently,
lost many vehicles before they were finclly halted, In December, the road
and the jungle were cssaulted agein, This time, 2/11th ACR, reinforced with
engineers and Rome Plows, slowly cleared the rood ond jungle, cutting a greats
swath to Bu Dop, In lote December and early January, this worked continued
rather uneventfully, The 2nd Squadron continued to secure the newly re-
opened road ond the plows continued to cut an ever larger belt through the
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NVA lines of supply, 4t the end of 1969, it seemed that the enemy would not
really contest this,

The idea was short lived, DNear Bu Dop they attempted an attack during the
NLF holidays in Decamber, but B and F Troops surprised the battalion while
they were still digging in and destroyed them, About two wecks later, north
of Loc Ninh, our ground forces supported the Air Cavalry Troop in a large
contact in which many NVA were killed, In January, although there was little
significant action, there was a marked increase in enemy movement into the
orea. By mid-Jamuary, this movement had turned into.gcontacts ond the 2/11th
ACR and the 1/11th ACR were engoged in heavy fighting in th:.s area bounded
by 'the Song and the Cambcdian border. &
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8, " ( ‘"‘“"LIGFNGE FPor ~ht~ “£a Kot before tho batt.le on 20 January, on
‘lncreﬂso ,L-.,enemy hmﬁt) e otdesd, Grodunlly; reports filtered in of
. wnony- #13iers inthé arec., s mechanieal math *w: o cetection also indi-
cated 1 erfe;thift in the ’ns.a,, v“moes. Slo-ly. Shnse voriad a3 isolated
" incidente were zleced inig, ‘;L ’o“c‘ A a large “fn:ce eopoiry whe 11th ACR
;forcc. il H«e oo, .

On 14 Jumuory, cgent “eno;cs q**’red that the enemy vas conducting squad
sige reconnc J.')%{ﬁ')f‘@ in the ar efx zround Bu Dop and the 2nd Squadron's area

of operation, Two éavs loter, seventy NVA soldiers were reported to be about
three kilométers wost of Bu-Dop, ‘The some day, more enemy were seen two
ld.lometers forther north, .4gain, on 17 and 18 November, more reports came
in of sighted eneny troops ; also, a report of 100 and 500 soldiers camped on
the border, Sniffor roadings corroborated these agent reporté with very high
readings recorded south of Bo Duc along the Song Be,

Besides thosc reports, our intelligence people traced the movement of the
enemy forces in Cambodia to areas immediately across the border from much of
the 11th ACR crea of operation, The 5th Division nmoved to a loecation north
of Bu Dop and the 7th Division relocated to the area north of Loc Minh, The
209th Reginment moved southwest to a location northwest of Bu Dop and five
kilometers awsy. (Note: Besides the obvious fact that the bottle indicated
that the enemy's strength was large, nany interesting indicntors were found -
after the battle, Como wire was found in the area. It ran south to north
and southwest to northeast., Tire tracks were spotted on trails near the cone
tact, During the battle, a large secondery explosion occurred when an eneny
position w).ras hite- indicating that perhaps this was also en amo dunp or esup-
ply area,

9. (C) OPERATIONS:

a. Genergl: 2/11th ACR had been operating for a long tine in the
area along QL14A to Bu Dop, ‘They had airlifted an arnored cavalry troop to
Bu Dop to relieve tho enemy pressure on that area, In Novenber, they had
tried to go up the road, but had been halted by the CG, 1st Air Cavalry
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Division (&) when their losscs caused by road mines becone extrenc, ! They
hod not withdrown from the areaj instead they fortified ~nd secured what
they had, FSB Joel was developed and the stretch of road from FSB Joel to
FSB Deb to QI13 was secured, In December, the next najor push up the road
began with Long Reach II, This tine the Squadron was given the equipnment
to conquer the rugged terrain. A Rome Plow (Lond Clearing) Company, in
addition to the 919th Engineers, wos placed under the control of the 2/11th
ACR, With these resources, the Squadron cut a great swath to Bu Dop and
cleared the road. They built o fire support bese nesr Bo Duc nrmed Ruth,
Inportant strategically was the fact that now much of the enemy's prinmary
line of comrmmnication had been severed and our second seundron was sitting
astride it, Inevitably, the control of this vital link in the eneny effort
would %¢ challenged--~ and of course it was,

L. Day of 20 Januar>: The 2nd Squadron had the overall mission of
conducting reconnaissance in “heir area of operation, securing the road, and
acting as a ready recction forss, On 20 January, the individual troops had
nissions related to this overcll nission, G Troop was securing QL14A and
setting n> strong points south to Deb, H Compony was in the area northwest
of Bu Dop “5 pick up C Company, 1-5, and recon in that area. F Troop was to
move to @ ~n Loi for a stond down,

The early norning hours of 20 Jonuory were very uncventful, vith 211 three
units turning in negctive situation reports, except n~t 0459 hours, 4t this
time G Troop's AP/ (locatad at 941210) reported hearing what they thought
sounded like people chopning wood and digging positions obout 200 neters
fron their location, e rest of the night was quiet.

The silence was shottered at about 0640 hours, when FSB Ruth began receiving
inconing nortars.? Fifteen minutes later Ruth etill was receiving nortars,
which they suspectes were coming fron due west, Fortunately, nll the rounds
fell short-- hittirg outside the perimeter, To counter the enemy fire, the
2/11th ACR TOC radiocd for a pink team and Cobras to destroy the enemy gune
ners, A4lso, the orsanic 155mm Howitzer Battery rodioced on artillery warning
that they would be firing into the 912252 grid, Some artillery narker rounds
vere fired into the suspccted area. The friendly troops in the area werse

111th ACR was OPCON 10 1st Air Cavalry Division, 2/11th ACR had been given
orders to procced wp QLI4A 28 rapidly as possible, accepting "some risk verses
100% sweep. "

2The facilities ot Ruth are well fortified, The BSB sits on top of a hill
southwest of bo Duc, The berm is about six to seven feet high and from out-
side one can only sec the cupolas of the tanks ond ACAV's that protect the
perineter, Inside, the ground is lowor than outeide causing o definite de- |
pression, Most of the men have bunkers of logs and sgandbags, and the explo-

sives are buried,
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dsked to check these rounds to insure that they were clear, They were and
the artillery pounded the area. Alsd Red Baron 7 and Blue Max struck the

area after the artillery fire was chécked momentarily., The enemy shelling
ceased for a time,

The troops moved out on their respective missions and another routine day
began, The routine was broken at 1040 hours when mortars again pounded

Ruth. LTC Brookshirs, who was up in the air at this time; was fired upon

by enemy using .51 caliber machineguns and AK-47's, but his craft was not hit,
Second Squadron sought to clear the area with the US advisor to the ARVN's,
and since the area was free of friendly troops, was given the authority to
firc, Blue Max guaships »olled in on the suspected area and the shelling
cezsed, In this secord tarrage, Ruth received 37 rounds with 4 duds e

they ware 2 combinsgtion of 120mm and 82mm,

LTC Brockshize callzd a a pink team from the Air Jev-i»v Trcop, Ticr were

flying cver avwa foyioe 4o discover the enemy ~itusiio: -ol-w (this was in
the §:—:- ~vre krep whifoh the mortars had been f7red). - uhite element
(LOH) 1zt o1y bean Tiying for about five minutes =i i+ . .ceived fire,

Its red ~-ement (Zobrs; tagan to roll in and retur:z rire bnt lost sight of
the LOY cond held its iz) for fear of hitting the small hilicopter, The
next thing that tts Cobra pilot remembered was heszi’ng :..: ZOH pilot on the
radio, " I am hi%", T zm going down!" The Cobra piist r-iinad Second
Squadron, telling thex of the downed LOH, and ..* ths sz time mede passes
over the area t-ving to ind the downed heliconter, DRuck at QUAN LOIL, the
Cobra pilots of ithe Air Uavalry Troop scrambled and wexe soon sirborne on
their way to the crash. Blue Max was also coming,

The situation hac changod capidly. At first, vzen only the mortars were
coming in, the enewy stircazth appeared quite small, Now it appeared that
they had a mumber 7 5% ccliber mgchinegun positions in the same area and
probably a large rmhir of troops, After assessing this situation, LTC
Brookshire @ecided -..:; n» ~rould bring in his three ground elements against
the oncowy, H Compooly wivid come In from the north, while F and G would
nore vp from the s~:tn, &% the time they were notified to move into the
coniizt area, the tircops were widely scattered. H Company moved overland to
BC DUC, and then went westumrd on a secondary road. Fortunately the 4/919th
Mzineers were with them, ond when the company came to a stream, they were
nble to quickly emplece sn ALVB and cross, From the stream, H Conpany was
frrced to bust some jungle areas to the location vherc they set up a blrck-
ine position. During this last phase, MAJ Abbey, Alr Cav Trp Commander,
guzizi. them from his command and control ship,

F Troop, which was on its way to QUAN LOI, had already turned on to QL13 and
was heading south toward LOC NINH vhen it receivel the word to retum. Since
it hed passed from the A0 of 2/11th, LTC Brookshi:c checked through the
Regimental Commander for permission to return F Toop, This was quickly
gronted and F Troop wheeled about and covered the distance in less than two
hours, arriving in the contact zone immediately behind G Troop.
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MAJ Franks, 2/11th ACR S.3, was on the ground telking to the G Troop Cammander
about moving to the crescent ta deatroy the mortar positions, When the call
about the downed LOH came over the radio, G Troop was able to quiclly move
north off QL14A and toward the contact. MAJ Franks immediately flew north
over the landing zone., Since he was firet on the scene; he took charge of
the artillery and gunships working in the area. The CO, 2/11th ACR, in the
meantime, concentrated on the overall picture —— moving troops and get’cing
fire support for the battle.

¥hile this maneuvering was being planned and executed, the Air Cavalry Troop
Cobras at the scene of the crash had located the LOH wreckage, and one Cobra,
p:loted by CPT Carl Marshall, had landed despite a heavy volume of enemy fire
to rescue the lme survivor. This was over by 1326 hours. After this rescue,
MsS Franks had used the Cobras to fire on the western edge of the LZ, A few
minutes later, the Howltser battery at Ruth was firing. MAJ Franks shifted
the Cobras to the north and used the artillery to pound the western woodline,

When the TAC Air arrived, MAJ Franks was able to rirgs the ene«7 in fire, IHe
shifted the artillerr- fire to the northern woodlin: 'the arti'lery was firing
almost straight wesi from Ruth), The western woodiir~ was now the target
for the TAC Alr jets caming in from the south, Ths  .<tern and southern
portions of the crescent were covered by Air Cavalrv iroop Cobras and Blue
Max ships, both of which made a southerly pass flr7i::: ~ver the artillery
fire and then coming in low to strafe the ground,

This was the general pattern for the deplovment of ':  various supporting
fires during the aftermoon. It was only changed vh-.x: che TAC A ir jets
wvent off station to reload. At this tims, some cf ise helicopters were
shifted to the west. At about 1405 hours, MAJ Freilss nad to leave the area
to refuel, so LTC Brookshire took over on location as well as continuing the
overall coordination,

As the artillery, mrst:t" +, and gunships pounded .~ ‘rea, the troops of

2d SquaCron were movi:: -:I‘.;-::m to the contact area. ¥ "roop was thundering
up dust: J. 144 (Ono oot corier pilot later commen:e’ *hat even though he
was f‘l""‘* far avay f:co £ Troop's location, he could sec the dust they kicked
up HiML ing skyward.! € Troop had moved almost straight north from QL 14 A
ant e £ kilometer 1"..“ hit Bau Ba Linh, a very levge grassy area that is

a SWazy O n;:mg the monsoon It is dry now, and wi®h ois covering of four
inch recn, looks guite similar to a well kept footbs L field from the air,
The ~. .» sped across this, until they hit a stream on the northeast corner

of ks .a Iinh. 'The streem, which was not shown on the map, was about four
feet d..p and looked impassible. The B Troop commandc:’, who was in the lead
track, jumped from his vehicle and waded across the siTeam checking its banks
and bottam. Discovering that it was fordable, he ordered his ACAV's across
and then knocked down trees and placed them in the wator to let the Sheridans
crosse They then plunged into the single and double :anopy ungle which lay
between them and the crescent. Thelr speed was remeorlizble. In one and a half
hours G Troop crossed the stream and busted about two kilometers of jungle

to reach their objective. When MAJ Franks returned from refueling, LTC

auan, NILLE
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Brookshire diredted that he guide G Troop through the jungle south of the
crescent from his helicopter —--- this probably speeded the ovement cone
siderably. Finally, G Troop burst out from the southern woodline, ceme on
line, stopped, and began firing on the enemy across the field. F Troop who
had followed G Troop into the area, come on line to the left of G Troop and
also began firing.

Sonn nfter the troops came on line, a helicopter filled with twenty-five E=
158 0S5 Clusters, each weighing fifty pounds, came on siation. LIC Brookshire
stormed the artillery momentarily while the ship approsched. As the ship flew
2, v was directed toward the northside of the crescant by MAJ Abbey. The
cnip dropped the clusiers so that they opened one imwired feed above the enemy
hunkerse. It was hopad that the gas would drive th: ~cn:icious NVA out into the
open. They dropped i3 clusters so that they opencd .ud the men inside were
preparing for the next run when they heard MAJ Abhav*: voice over the radio
say, " On the second mm, come in juat a little lowe:s...,no, wait.,... it's
beautiful, they're runting all over the place." T:» LVA had been driven from
their bunkers end were rotreating panic stricken.

LTC Brookshire immed:ntcly followed up the dre~ o+ - .~mnships and artillery,

pounding the enemy in ths northern bunker posi* o L few moments later
at 1500 hours, G Troop charged across the open 7i:I%. sxecuted an echelon
movement and swept the northecstern corner of the «-..tuct area. F Troop

practically mirrored G Troop's movement, going to . northwestern corner.
They maneuvered in the area until gbout 1730 hours when the darkness forced
them to move to their night defense positions. (3)

H Company, to the north, had encountered four enem: .7thdraving from the
battle rn1 had killed them. Nearby, a Pink Team hod received fire and MAJ
Abbey hzi called in artillery and Hlue Max, but the .. ults were unknown,
Althouglh. che troops monevversd for another hour, tlc wuajor fighting was over
by 1640 rours., The whole coutact was finished by |74 hours when MAJ Fronks
gave the -»tillery an "end of mission®” radio trans-iic:~ion.

10, AIlLIEISs  Coondivrniior., both external and int:i-i2l, was handled well
and prchebly was the sscet significant reason why this was such a "textbook"
tattle. The comtecl wus not in the 2/11th ACR A0, Lut permission to Pire
wed oiduily obtained frunn the US advisor to the AKU': 3/9th Regiment, MAJ
Wick.w. ‘there were no close friendlies (iRVN's), ! ve was a company
opei::t oy a few kilowetors aoy. Inltially, 2/11tn .07 was not able to
locat. toem by air, beocanse when asked to pop smokc, iy used green, which
does 1T show against the jungle. To insure that H./:/11th ACR wes firing |
safely, the scuadron had the ground forces identify .:ir distance from the
impact erea by sound. ‘they sald they were far away, - the firing continued,
Also, there were no dismounted forces involved in t:r.2 ¢ontact.

#3) Early the next doy the 2/11th forces were callei to reinforce 1/11th's
contacts Because of this, 11th .CR forces did not yeitvrn until two days
loter.



Tharefore, LTC Brookshire was able to bring in his fire support very close,
A second advantage wes that the troops carried enough smmunition so that no
resupply wes necessary during the contact.

The internal coordinetion was also very smooths In effect, the man in the

air over the contact controlled everything. The CO and S-3 were able to

alternate with no loss in effectiveness. They were able to centralise all

the actions in one C and C ship by talking to Arty and TAC Air on Y and

Blue Max and Air Cev Troop on UHF, For most of the battle, the A ir Cavalry
Camender, MAJ Abbey, coordinated with the gunships, the CO and S-3 of 2/11
econtrolled the artillery and the FAC coordinated the air strikes. At
different times however, LTC Brookshire had his subordinates perform special
tacks (MAJ Abbey flew to the north and controlled H Company and the comtact

in that area, Also, at one point LTC Brookshire had MAJ Franks guide G

Troop through the jungle.) At the scens of the battic, there were always

between one and three Command and Control ships,

This tight control ellowed the Squadron to maintain a heavy ring of fire
around the enemy. “hey did not have to stop the «. -‘llery for the air :
strikes and gunships and vice~versa, These lasi®l Zuring the whole cone
tact——the airstrikes until about 1700 hours and -. artillery until 1836
hours, In all, & large amount of fire support wa: uszd, as shown by this
list of rounds expended: 155mm Howitger (/11 - %’ ~ds); 105mm Howitser
(ARVN's fired only in the morning - 230); Adr Strikes - 143 Air Cavelry
Troop Cobras - 47 strikes; Blue Max Strikes -~ 7.

Two very fortuitous events also maode the contact go ~ore smoothly., A few
days before the contact, H Company had traveled wes: Lo a stream on whose
banks they had practiced placing their ALVB, This -3 the sume route and
the samc ALVB site they used on 20 Jamuary. They 1o, in effect, hed a
"dress rehearsal’ a few days before. The second wa: tiaat MAJ Franks had
previously reconned the route over which G Troop movxl to the contact.

The ener. probably cons’ i, of two battalions. Thee were anti-aircraft
elements, heavy mort::- .nl probably infantry. Acccrding to LTC Brookshire
they wewe set up to .rnlush an airmobile force and "ii:ir plan almost worked,®
After 1. LOH was sho{ Jown, the lerp-Rifle Platoorn of the Air C-walry Troop
wag moo"led and welting at BU DOP, They were almosi insSerted in the area

ané ¢ iy had been "the results would have been dsvostating”, It was
diffi~:.L% to determine the enemy's actusl strength i2c-use after the

cont. i the troops were only able to sweep a portica st the arean. Becouse

of f:;.iing in other areas, 2/11th ACR did not re-enier the area until two »
days iuter, by this time the battlefield had been /% policed. '
Unfortunately, no documents or prisoners were captw.e! to accurately reveal i
the size of the enemy or hls losses, ;
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REGT 0026
E,F,G° 0459
Trps,H Co
TOC 0640
TOC 0655
TOC 0700
RUTH 0710
(How Btry)
TOC 0720
TOC 0730
TOC 0732
FTrp 0735
Red 0742
Baron 7

TOC 0745
Red 0750
Baron 7

CPT 0850
Dickenson
TOC 0920
G Trp 0924
G Trp 0940

20 January 1970

984th lend Clearing Co cut 121 acres, Have 34/27 plows.
Starting cut at 013310, stopping cut at 003313,

Neg sitreps on 4 hour to 0530, except at 0459 when G Trp
(AP #3, 941210) reported hearing what sounds like wood
being chopped and digging in on Az of 030-035 about 200-
250 meters out, Will fire M-79, Neg results.

Gave call to H Co. Receiving in-coming-- got fix about
1000m, Fired HE round twice-- moving fire team up now,

Still receiving in-coming-- believed to be coming up by
RVN Compound due west,

Calling in Pink Team and Cobras.

Arty warning from RUTH-- firing into grid 912252,

Airstrip also receiving and MAJ Wicker, No casuelties,

To fire marker round and have it to check if friendly
clear the fire, Firing on grid 912252,

Fired couple of canister rds,
receiving in-coming,

Neg results as yet. Still

"SPing" at this time,

Going to fire on grid 912252,
of his friendly,

MAJ Wicker rerorts clear

Cobras firing on grid target.
grids when air fire is clear.

How Btry to crank up on

Spotted clearing-~wants to work out there, Gave clear-

ance to work out,

Moking sweep toward east,
AK rds, B<40 rds,

Found mortar fins, bandages,

Call in Blue Max, Checked 211 fire on Arty,
Sweep team moving 300m south of JERRI.
1 ACAV hit mine XU87318/, 231b-~ urgent dust off, back

injury (was 16th vchicle in column, mine on south side
of road.
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G Trp 0955
G Trp

GTrp 10%
TOC 1040
LTC 1055
Brookshire
MAJ 1100
Wicker

Blue 1101
Max -

MAT 1105
Wieker'

LTC 1110
Brookshire
TOC 1135
Red 23 1235
REGT 1245
TOC 1250
MAT 1254
Franks

LTC 1305
Brookshire
Blue 1315
Max

MATJ 1319
Franks

Red 7 1326

. - - :

Vehicle #9 hit mine at JERRI. No cnsualties, Mine on

right side of the road at grid 961222 (2nd vehicle in
colum ),

Found 231b mine 150m north of culvert on grid 853148~
wrepped in plastic, loose dirt,

Found mine(853147), new, wrapped in plastic, Found on
north side, believed placed last night,

Now receiving in-coming again, Told Arty to fire on same
grids as before. Received acbout 20 rds in 3 min,

Receiving fire to his east-- no hits reported as yet.
Believed AK & ,51cal fire coming from 9184 and 922232,

Radar called in 930250w. MAJ Wicker clemr it-- firing mortars,

Arrived in our location, will proceed firing on grid
930250,

Confirmed location of his troops-- going to have them
pop smoke,

Advising Blue Max of WP and where to fire, Adiusted fire,

37 nixed with 4 duds, 120mm & 82rm from grid 930250
Believed LOH shot down grid 920231,

Blue Max on the way.

F & G Trps nmoving to where LOH shot down,

. 51cal located at 913235,

Get F Trp back here, Take sane route as G Trp,
Receiving ground-to-air fire 923233,

Arty crank-up on grid 923210,

Picked up our downed LOH, Safe at Bu Dop.
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RUTH 1330
How 1335
Btry

Blue 1355
Max

ok 1405
Franks

REGT 1407
G Trp 1410
H Co

LTC
Brookshire
LTC 1500
Brookshire
H Co 1502
H Co 1515
LTC 1516
Brookshire
MAJ 1630
Franks & LTC
Brookshire
COoL 1640
Starry

1.OH 1725
S.3 Alr 1735
MAT 1836
Fronks

REGT 2017
REGT 2302

Arty firing from RUTH in grid 923240,

Requesting 80 pallets HE, 5 pallets GB, 2 pallets PD fuses,
Second set of Cobras have arrived,
Breaking station for fuel,

19 clusters of CS standing by,
All vehicles across swamp at R1231,
H Co now at 935270,

Arty check fire, bring in CS,

G Troop charging across open crea.

CPT Gilcreste. dinks running in the open, killed two,
at 933265

Report 2 more dinks killed.

loaving station for refuel.

On the way back into RUTH,

KI.?; - 27, KBH - 54, KBA -~ 80, B Arty - 730 TO‘bal ld.l}. -~ 234-
Dest 6 ea ,51cal positions, 4 -~ 120am, 4 ~ 82mn,

(927270) taking AK fire,

Shodow ship will be on station at 1900,

Arty~- end of mission,

E Trp - 016295, HHT, How, 4/919 ~ FSB RUTH, F Trp - 924238,
G Trp -~ 920215, H Co - 928266,

Message to LTC Brookshire: Maintennnce parfa and per-
sonnel requested will be at this location in morning,
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20 January 1970: Movement during battle,

Initally, elements of 2/11th ACR were in the following lecations:

F Troop was on QL13, heading southward; G Troop was at coordinates
852147 at 1036 hours; H Company was located at YU018312, After the
battle began, the units followed the general patterns indicated on
the map, (15 This is the stream which G Troop had to cross, Soon
after passing (2), F/2/11th ACR followed G/2/11th ACR into the area
of tha battle., Vhen G Troop reached the area of (3), they received
small arms fire, (L) indicates the location of an ARVN infantry
company(from 3/9th). They initially volunteered to secure the downed
LOH with a squad-- Second Squadron advised against it. The area near
(5) is where H Company had their contact., (6) is the crossing site
for H Company. They used an AVLB emplaced by L/919th Engineers who
vwere with H Company, That night the elements of 2nd Squadron were in
the following locations: F Troop(XU92L4238); G Troop(XU920215); H
Comparyy (XU928266)e The map also depicts FSB Ruth~- 2/11th ACR CP,
The cther lines partially the AC boundaries,
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NOTES 2

Soon after LOH crash, MAJ Franks (2/11th Sa3)
arrived on site, YMe initially had Cobras
firing into box #1. Then after artillery
(How /2/11th ACR) was ready, he had artillery
fire into #1, When this occured, MAJ Frarks
shifted Cobras to box #2, (The artillery
fire was lifted briefly when CFT Marshall,
Cobra Pilot, darded in LZ to rescve the
survivor of the LCH crash, During this

time the Air Cavelry Trocp Cobras covered

him by shooting into hoxes #1 and #2.)
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Noteg:

1, Artillery (How/2/11th ACR) came from FSB Ruth
‘in an east to west direction).

2. Cobras flew over the artillery (flying rorth to
south) then rolled in at low altitude over torrets
in the eastern and souvthern woodline,

3, TAC Air flew south to north, hitting targets on
the western woodline, Wher T-C Air lcft, their
torets were pourfed by helicopters uhich shifted
over,

( A11 this supnort was controlled from ore helicopter
(2/11th ACR commend ard Control Ship)., Arty,

TAC Afr werc on F¥, while Plue Max and Air Cavalry
Troop were on VEF)
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3 Sketch
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\k g Notes:
|
\ E 1. Cobras continued to fire into this area,

\ A : /s .

\ 2. Artillery was storped while C/S was dropred on area,

'

Y \\ 3., Imediately after C/S Dron, Artillery and Cobras
‘\\\ 3\ strafed burnker area ard to the north,
\ ;
. .
3 N L. Soon after this, G ar! F troop crossed field

toward bunkers,
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4 Sketch

SHELTs 6332 1
SCAIE: 1350,0CC
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L\,
' s 1. G Troop:dkr (2) Came %o woodline and
\ (aa) : went on lire, firing
across into northern
~ % hunkers.
et (b) Tchelored and moved

off to the Jeft

AN
L!(aa) Followed G Troop into
area, Then came on line

(bb) Moved across field and
drove to the west,

2. F Troop:
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NOTES ¢

Dunkers ard fichting positions

4; trail network

D

W

(Nag about 20" hunkers
and fishting positions)
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