
DIP. OF mE A1ItY 
28m HlLItiJCr 8181'CBr DE'l.A.CS'v8IT 

11 m A100UD CAV AUCI Rmn fIIIT 
jpO SA' mBCISOO 96257 

9 --.~ 19?0 

• ~.'UI' _.:nII: L ~oop,3/11th ACR, OPOON to the IJh1rd Ilrisade, 
1'" (AM), cClilduated • Nconna1aaace ope~tlCb. 

2. DAB OJ' 8Am&t 10 Ifaoah 1910. 

3. LOCATIOJ: Are. wst ot LOO NDH, BINH LeilG lrovince, Refe~c. ~ S.r1e~ 
L?014, Hlp ::beet 6332 IV, Republio ot Vietn-. (m 681085~. 

4. ~ mGAHI ATIOJ: L hop, 3/1 1th . .!\.OR vu supplmaented with one rlve 
~ "trackel"" tea rra. the 1 at AOD. axpport was :provided by TAO .Air and 
llgbt t 1:re te_. 
5. MISsIClh 1he Firat Platocm, L/3/11th Aal was to check t~ previOWJ . 
m..ht' • ..trutIh alta and reconnoiter the immediate area. '!he Seccmd Platoon 
vu to cCDtuot a reoonnaissance ot the area nar'thwest of the Pb'st Platocm. 
Saccmd PJ.atoc:a VU jo1ned by trackers who helped the PlatOQI tollow all ~ 
trail to the northwest. ':Ole '.Ibird Platoon was to eeoure the 'lroop NDP. 

6. OCBCEPT OF OPERATION: 

1IckIrr..mm4: On 9 March, vhUe· on a reocnDai8SaDCe of the area eallt 
of PBNG1TIlfPRING (2) near XU 675090, the SacClld Platoc:u. di$aew .... a tra:U 
that. had. bee UBed recen~ bY' en.., soldiers. It vcnmd t o the southeast and 
iDto the rubber plantattms that surround LOO NINH. 

Aotmg an thi. dUcOV817, the Troop prepared an autcnat10 .,mush c<Ilsisting 
ot tl1.p 14Iw, nan_, 8JId al~ JldDe. alo:ng the trail. 1bla type of ambush 
m.t ~ nJ:1 effective r eaentq 8Dd CPT Caldwell, the 'lroop CCIIIDander, hoped 
that 1 t vould va:rk aga1D. 

, 

Abc:Iut 19.JO hour. the ambuah "popped". L Troop's lIlortar aeetitll quiqkly 
t1red tort1 rounds into the area aDd then aOiltiDued to tire sporadically tbrougb 
out the I11ght. 1ar17 the next DlO1'Z1t.ng the Jlrst P.Latocm aond to the aDlbush 81 tee 
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'lbsy t ound cme dead Hi! soldier, one AK-47, and some equipment. nte ground 
was covered With sandal prints leading into the nearby rubber. For the rest 
ot the dq, Second Platoon would tollow this trail to' the northwest, F.:1rst 
Platoon vould l'ecQllDo1ter the rubber to the sOI1theast, and 'lh1rd Pl atoon would 
eSC\1l"e tbe RDP. (See sket ch 1) 

b ... Ql1tipp: 'he radio crackled mc:.entarlly and then was silent aae.1D. 
First Lleutenant Erio C. Spard.er. PJ.ret Platoon I.adR, had just radioed to 
hie Ca Md_, Cqta1D J'oIm' q. Caldwell, telling hill that many Vietnamese 
rubber,varters wre Deal'-by. 1be platoon leader vae 1eadiDl halt his .nt 
on toot- a diDOUl1ted patrol. Beh1Dd this ..u party, 1'UIIbled the , ACAV' s 
aDd Sh«r1daml ot hie platoon, vi 121 onlT the drivers' and track caw."".,. ' 
pOl1 tiona lIIaIme4. h pl.atoea aOl'8d torward slowly throUlh the rows of 
towering rubber trees. 'lbe:lr JI1aaion ~aa to tind 8lJT 8D8JI3' mines. 

tees than a kilometer to the northrst, the Seoond Platoon wes securine a 
... at tra~s traa tile 1st ACD. ~ey were t o1low1Di a f ootpath that ran 
DOI'thW8l~aoutheast tbrough the jungle to the rubber where the P.l.rst Platoon 
val operat.1.ng. 1be11' progress was slow but steady. 7be dogs and men of the 
vaoJd.Dg team studied the terrain carefully-discovering the clues and signa 
of elMlllW' presence. ' 

lD 'the rubber,. the Firat Platoon troopers had seen nothing but rubber workers. 
!he 41ao\m.ted element walked 40 meters ahead of the tracks. 'lbe day seemed 
q'UHt. !hen ••• a shot r Scae men :in the dismounted group had seG p.nd engaged 
~ ..., loldier imMdiately' to their front. In a split second the quiet 
calli ,an Vq' to the sounds of exploding shells, RPG1s, and amall-arms fire. 

1 L! Spanier .' . b1s men hit the dirt and returned the tire. In
3
front ot them 

1M '~ had erl"Upted with a f'usilade ot smalJ ... al'mS and RPG's. In the rear, 
1111' ~er ooqld Bee hi. tracked vehicles receiving tire, but he knew that 
their return tUe .,. limited because ot his dismounted men. His re.c11o vaS 
Dot v~ld.IIa SAd he oould not C(')Dllll1mj cats with CPT Caldwell wbo he.d just arrived 
trca the Second Platoon. 

111. troop Connender quickl.yreallBed that maneuvering the tracks to rescue the 

, 

1. 1'hey gave no indication at tJte NtA, and although they remained near thlt 
'tiahtlDg, theY' "~e not hurt. 

l .' • 

a. Inth. ~, ' the 8andel ~tra.~ vere :f Ou1;xd, CPT Ca.ldwell called tor a 
tracDlr ~ 4"<a 1.t.A;CD, 'cOIla! :tiDe at' liV. liIeD . aDd a dog. 'lbe team tlew 
in by hel1awtae:r at 0900 hours. 'lhat ttt. ,toll.oWect the en~ 'b-ai.l wh1le 
the SeoQQd Platoon followed. them tor 'seClrity. . 

3. 1.11e eDeJQ' pod U0D8 ctNe:rfJCi a large area ':c400 !J.eterSDQrth to south, ~ 
200 _ters east to 'vut). ' 



0
-

I 
l 

~
 

~
 

.
~
 

I
~
 

\o
j 

,.. ... 
~../". 

'I-
,. 

~
 

\, -! 
.
~
 

®
 

_ .. _-_. 

-

, 
c..- 1 

'? 
-

;:; 
!J

 
.J 
-
' 

\~~ 

( ....... 
)-

I' 

oJ 
-P :5 

..... ., 

IJO 
0 

I 

,=
 

i 
~
 

I
'~
 

I 
.. 

1\..0 
, -, <"'"' 

-

U
 

.j} 

..,' 

J 
J 

.) 

~
 

~
 

i 
:, . 

. ~
'
 .. :-; 

I 
-
"
~
'
-
'
-

I I 

\ 

l \ 
• 

:j 
11 

--'\
 

-~o
 

~
 

(J (
. 

, 
) 

-., 

I "I.,J 

... 

- , 
" I. 

\ 

\ 
,"\ 

' 

'-.Ii 

... -. 

--



.. . ~ . . 
CONFIDiNtIAL 

d1DOUDted men and assaulting the eneuw vas the only hope. cPT Caldwell 
had to cCllllllmicate to acccapl1sh this, but his radio was not warldng properly. 
(be at his rear guzmC's, Specialist Fourth Cl.aas TOllY' Herbert , jumped to the 
ground and raced through the en .. fire to the platoCll t 8 right f lank, tell1ng 
the drivers to push forward to pick up the di_oUDtecl men. At the same ~, 
CPT Cal4wll had h1a driv .. wheel bis ACAV to the lett, rall1iDg the men on 
the wt tlaDk aDd 1B'I1DI tba1I to move forward. 

:QzriDl tb1s t.1me, the SeCClDd Platoon had answered the radio oall and had sped 
trca their locatlCll (IU66702S) down the jUDg1e trail to reinforce the right 
t let. at the t1rst platoOD.. tis lIlC7NII8nt took tbeIa only about tifteen min­
utes. ~ 'lbird Platoon had bee ordered to leave the NDP and maDewer 
sOQthveat, down tM vall.e7 aDd then turn north and push toward the rear of 
~ e~. 1he !roop ec-nder warned them to raain em top at the ridee into 
(X0)83080) so that th81' vould not be hit by . tr1-.!l.y tire 8lld vould not fire 
into the F1rat and Second P~toon. ~. movement vas oo.1lple~ rapicUY' and 
the 1:h1rd Ple.tocm arriftd shortly before the Secorld Platoon. (See . • ~tch 2) 

WbUe the two platoons were C<IIi~ to reinforce, the First Platoon 'was still 
tl,btlDg desperately againat b1 tter OWesi tim t o pick up the dism~unted !Den .. 
, L*I Spanier aDd his ~f!N t 1nal.q managed to edge back to the track, but he 
and a crewman were wounded bY' shrap:lel from an RPG sl.mnrtng into their track 
batore he oould bedn d1re~t1ng his vehicles against the enem,. the Platoon 
leader ' s ACAV could still mare and the driver 1"1naliY' drove i t behind the 
r ight f lank at the platocm. cPT Caldwell quickly drove oVer to coordinate 
with him, but as the Troop Commander jumped otr his track, the Lie.utenant passcr1 
out trom 108S60£ blood. Stefr Sergeant Brown, the aasistani; platoron leader, 
took command. He managed to get all his people to their tracks. 'Ibis took 
about ene hour. Finally the platoon began countering the e~ fi.re, but 

4. ~e u-acker team was carried aboard the tracks. Although they did not 
participate extenSively in the battle, the team leader was woundedl end the dog 
ldUe4. 

5. 1.he ftrst Sergeant, at the NDP, also reacted. His ACAV tzi.ed to reach the 
ccmtaat lJ'ea, but ran into aD BPG team wht81 they fought tor an hoour before 
O'IerocalDg them. 

6. h Platoon Serge~t was on Rand . R, so SSG Brown was neXt in t.;he ohtdn of 
c~ Most ot the enlls ted leaders in the platoon were on the- ground 
wirth the dismounted pau-ol. 'lh1s factor also added to the conf'usl.on. 
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Ctmtact tbe7 were not aI eftective a8 the othe platoOll8 aDd 

• I'1lbt tlaDk or tile l:lret l'latocm, ~ the f'b'e 
... pQIl tG tM bcDt aDd j .. lAt .., the rilbt. CPT 

ftr&uoap ibe Plret PlatooD to adYan age1Dllt the bunkara, 
.~IIIdI. ,lR: ..... N b;r IalDI arOUD4 ., nnt Platoon. Be vaa 

tbe two platocme Jdch\ aee1c!ezrt1:y engage each 
- __ IDa elavq, the Seccm4 Platoca tinaU ,. waftd the First aDd 

tlJm84 ~ heav ear redataDoe. nnan7, they f'ought 
.. .." to a pGIIl tiClll to the IlOl"'thveet or the tim Platoon. By th1a t.1.mB, 
~d ad Dd1'd Platoou vere in a precar10u poeit1C1D. ~ faced ee.ah 

otbW 111 the .... iii between. 'Jhe two platocae could not tire because of 
c1qer of b1't'tiq Menc1l1e8, bOW8'fV, the en-. could fire. h two 

toou "081_ a WI at lPG's. CPT CaldwU'e :lJ11tlal reaction va8 to pull 
botIa platoone back, .. k the eD8lq1 location with aoka fI.M have a Cobra stre..f& 
.... ~ poI1t1cms. 1Jhi8 vas too dangerous 80 he directed the 1hJ.rd Platoon 
to 1llMawel' east aDd .,.,. Irca the SecClDd. 111e 1h1rd Platoon awpt north 
IZ'OUDd tba CCIltact area aDd c.- alcmg side the F.lrst Platoon··-l'acing south 
tow the eDUT. 

wt.a tbe IJb1ro4 Platoon maneuvered eastward, the Seccmd Platoon vas able to 
f.iloe ~.,t up a ne-v-, heav,y tire, but advanced slavly beca.use or th~ 
~. 111e ~ Pl atoon had partially circled the batt1el'.1.eld and 
wen beliW the lU8t Platoca. ~ slowly moved through the F1rs·t aDd con· , 
~ thiI,J" heav,y tire. 11181' onroame the eDeDV to their front and turned 
to the nartheaat. 'lhe PJ.r8t Platoon also turned in this direotio and tba 
two p~tocma avept forward through the rubber. (See akBt ell /:.) 

ibe platoons oant1.nued to 8veep the battle field, but finally aftar . hours 
tha f1gb:t tng wal oYer. L Troop lost four men killed PM 16 voundetd. ~ enemy 
la. ., NVl KI.\L 6 IVA XBA, 35 NVA ~, aDd 6 NVA PW's. L Troop aaaptureci 14 
JL.4?'., fOUl" SK:) r1tles, tour light ~ch1neguns, ODe RPG..7 lamahaer, three 
RPo.a launchers, aDd Qle 60 DIll mort~. 

7. ~. MadeV£.C8 were slav in oaad.Dg. Also, there vu aa. confusi.on because 
CPT Oal4velJ. 1I fs1:t.1Z11 l"id1~ prevenW him trom giving an aeeurat:.e SI'mEP to 
the helicopters. 211e uadron Ca-aud .. '. lhip vas the first em. down to pick 
up dust-ott'l. ~ IM!IlI}Sers at the T.roop vere rather bitter about tbe ~ac 
heliooptc-Is aeas1.Dllaok Qt actiCID. A r.., troopers were anveb Ad'ound the 
battlefield to tba NDP when ther V&'e dusted ott. 

~ 
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Jd.cht. the Pla1;oaD atepcl m a 1'tr'aDa Pcdnt at ~8CIOIJ 
, SeOca4 PlatocD OOcupled the area aD4 CCDt4mw4 the aearah. 

om 

CPt CaldJMU 0Dlt 1UI8d Air strib. GId guD8hipa mel did Dot use artillery c:Fr 

~. rlUr1zrc the ..m portteD ~ the battle. Be oCl18idered that the artllle:ry 
aid JIGriar use voulcl be too slow md t1 ceaaUll1JJc:lD this bl.\ttl&. 'lhe air 
BUppClll't an1ftd quiakq aDd atqed throughout the t:1ght.1ng. 

b. lam ytieD': Aocard1.ng to captured d~ts and pri.oners, the 
eDIII1 UD1t va. the J!7 Battalion at the 209th NVA RegbBnt, 7th NVi!. Division 
2!ae t.I:Iree oCl!!lJl8n1e, of tbe battal10D bad the madon of conduoting an ambush 
near XlJ6?6O'15. a. pri.caer, ~ Sa Hop, who vaa with ane or these comJ.'..!nio s ,' 
C-4 ~, said that h1a mit JIOftd into the area CIl the night ot S Ku-oh 
IDd belen di,ging poa1ttCIDI aDd pr~ for the ambuah. l%»cm completion uf 
tbe _~, tbey vaN to return to a taipGl"a1"7 b_ oallp located a.bout three 
hours to tbe vest at J.faDg Ce1 (ItJ69S09S). 

'Jhe UDita emplaced lId.Da. in treat of each ambush position u well as a f ew 
alq an unBpsa.U'ied road. Nau,yen Be. Hop aaid that his OOLtpany ha f our 
8.40 and &.41 rocke.t launchers, cae 60 DIll mortar, and JL4? rj.flesi. (Not e : 
!he intarmation vas taken t ram A1me.x A to 11th ACR INTSffi.J 069-70, dated 10 
March 70.) 
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