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1. NAME AND TYPE OF OPFlUTION: A reconnaissance mission in wch B Troop, 
~nd Ii Conpan,y, First Sqt.adron, 11th hCR, captured a NVii. replacement school 

.. ..--'within 160 llBters of Cambodia, taking 16 prisoners and killing 27 NVA. 
/' ' 

2~' DATE CF OPERATION: March 31, 1970. 

3. LOCATION: Reference Map ~ries rJ:,07, Sheet Nunber 6132, RW, (XT 0278~'7). 

4. PERSCliS &ING INr:J.RVE~: Captain Lynn J. Hunt, B Troop Comnander; • -,' .:;t 
Lieutenant Walter:&. Chase, Third Platoon Leader; sergeant First Class Terry 
A. Dotson, Third Platoon Sergeant; Staff Sergeant Norman T. Bellomy, Assistant 
Third Platoon ~rseantj and various 1II9mbers of B Troop. 

5. IN'F.c:RVI.t!;flm: Enlisted personnel of the 28th Military History Detacl1l"oont. 

6. tiACKmOUND: On March 30, an aerial. visual reconnaissance spotted several 
d'Wf!llings and trails north of the B Troop NDP. Also, on March 30, the 919th 
Engineers finished a culvert bridge across the Suo;). Da Ha .Ltiver, ...nich enabled 
)3 Troop to conduct reconnaissance nor.th .f their NDP. 

7. SUPP<RTING FCRCES: Pink Team"tran the First Brigade, 1st Air Cavalry 
Division (AM), to whom the First SqW1dron was OPCOO to, were used to 
intercept fleeing NVA. Their effectiveness was not known, however, tor they 
arri ve d late in the contac t. 
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8. EXECUTION~ On ~r::arch 31, 1970, the First !'I.nd Third Ph.toons of B Troop, 
1/11th ACR, crossed the Suoi Ba Ha and began a reconnaissance to the north. 

f The platoons moved in column fo::mation, Third Pla+oon on the loft and First 
Platoon on the right. The Third Platoon was led bv Sheridan 3-8, cO''lIIlended by 
Staff Sergeant Norman T. Bellomy. A tracked vehicle numbered 3-0 followed 3-8, 
and the third vehicle in line contained the platoon leader, First Lieuten8.nt 
Walter ~ mInSe, and the platoon sergeant, Sergeant First Class Terry A. Dotson. 
CaptBin lynn Hunt led the First Platoon in his ACAV. The St-(~rid['J1, 3-8, stp..:red 
ahead of the First Platoon's lead vehicle because of the difficulty in s'busting': 
the j lIDgle. The land bJP the boundary is flll.t, but the scrub ond bamboo "'lUlgle :.s 
so dense that fifteen meters is the highest limit of visibili~r. The troop fol­
lowed a small trail northward. l'lide enough for two men abreast, the dusty tr~il 
was covered with Ho Chi ~·li.nh sandal prints, indicating the passage of ;»1 ene:...::-r 

platoon the night before. About 1030 hours, SSG Bellamyts Sheridan cane to e. 
I-shaped intersection of trcils. SSG BelloTItr scanned the area end saw a l~xge 
tree c.bout thirty-fi ve meters from the center of the nyl!. Carved on the trunl: 
W['13 a dioJllond with a dot in the center. SSG BelloIlJ'lJ, beceuse of p8.St experience 
along the D:-:3, knew thi s WClS t.~e NV A symbol for an as s8.mbly point. He then 
re.dioed the information to 1 LT Gl.s.se and proceeded slowly forwr:rd, W'2.ril;" (:r'~eing 
the .:o..re2.. iiYou ccn smell dinks, no Ilk'1tter what anybody sQ.jfS,;; commented c::: 'J,' 
Hunt Qfterwc-rd. The troopers noticed numerous fighting positions o.S they C'.dvr.;;'lced. 
about 35 ncters north to tho first hootch. The dwelling was lc.rge QIld reofed 
with thetched leeves which hed been folded in hEllf and stitched together. 'l...'1e 
dwelling 1l.'.S woll constructed in orientoJ. style, with curving roof-ends :-nd 
lumbered frame of 10c0..l InP.terials. Behenth the hootch was a bu:.'lker (15 ;~~ 20 tx6 t) 
wi th good overr.ead cover. The Blackhorse troopers did not not:. ce t..~e g:round 
level bunkers mtil 0. Ifill ... soldier stuck his head out of the side ,~21d fired a 
HPG at SheridsJl 3-8. Fortunately for SSG Bello:m;v, the round struck a tree wHcb. 
waS betwee.."1 hiLl .::lJ."1d the bunker. Al though the round exploded onl? five feet :::'W2.~-, 
b\.U"!'ling him c.nd hi tting him wi th shrnpnel, his wounds ~lere gener8.lly mild. -. 
cannister round It'.:-lew the hootch aWG~rll. Troopers dismOlmted ~l1d Jr..illed three 
iN,', in the bunker with fragmentation grena.des. other troopers ne-.rb:T fired from 
their vehicles. 

~::eanw~lile, in the First Plrtoon, about 15 meters east of t..~e Third, the 1-6 
track h2.d driven beside a well co.mflougeged bunker wi thout nnyone seeing it. 'ls 
1-6 po.sscd, 8. ITlJA fired .:l. 7.6?..mm light Clri.com machinegun ::.t it, hitting the re!:lX 
of the trc..ck only. 'ilie rea.r gunner fired, 8.lld CPT Hunt :Dmrredir:>.telJ" ordered his 
trcck driven over the bunker. The bunker was crushed and the troopers dismounted 
end dug out five prisoners who had been buried alive. 

'ilie troop hnd entered east of the mnin complex, so the two plD.toons turned in 
n herringbone pc,ttern once they were throe-ou.Dxters of the v['..y in. About 1200 
hours, D Company, which hnd been about 200 neters behind B Troop, ::tdvanced i.1lto 
the comple::~. Che tonk was hit h"r a RPG, wounding three Den. D CoLlprny cr..T.!e on 
line Olld fired strtight cl1eud. Their c=:n.-uster rounds clec.red the ~eo.. :aec<luse 
B Troop he.d oisl!lounted Den on the right flcnk of D Compo...~r, the tanks could onl:" 
fire directly nhead. Some tElnkers thought thnt SOJile RPG rounds had come frm the 
area near B Troop, however. 
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SSG Bellomy's Sleridan advanced to another btmker, where again a NVa 
stuck his head out. '!be loaej3r S;l.ot hill in the ht:.J.d with a M-16. SSG Bellomy 
cOmmtmtell, lilt was the first one he (thcl load0 r) ever got, he v.as yelling, 
, Sar ge, I got one, I got one f - tho'J.ght ho v.as going to dr ag me out of the TC 
to see it. II 'lhe disnotmted rrten killed two mON NVi, in the bunker with frag-

I mentation grenades. 

Hoanwhile, SFC Dotson saw a NVj~ in a hootch on the left and killed him 
with fire from the .50 caliber machinegtm. He then cb.smotmwd and used a 
fragmentation grtmacj3 to kill t\\O NVA still inS1.de. Later \\hen the btmker v.cs 
searched the troopers fotmd a RPG and pistol. There was a ~. hootch about 
ten meters in front of 1LT Chase's track. SFC Dotson ~nt over to it and looke l 
into a crack betW3en the boards - and saw a face, with eyes shut. Then one eye 
opened. liith his .45 caliber pistol pointed dirtctly at the eye, SFC Dotson 
softly coaxed the NVA out. He then persuaded t\\O ),l:)re NVh to come out of t.l.c 
btmker. 

'lhe first NVA to leaw the btmk.er at SEC Dotson's coaxing was a young, talJ, 
NV.4. Lieutenant. He was afraid. ''He knew I had hill dead to rights,:" said SFC 
Dotson. The NVi.. was dirty from hiding in the i.:nmk.er.. He \\Ore the:: solid green 
uniform that fades gray r'I'om washing. although he \\Ore no rank insig.1ia, badges 
and 1lJ3 dals \>,ere found inside the btlI1ker. 

Third Platoon contin~ d on and crushed the next otmk.er, killing :.~.,',) NVji~ 

'!he troopers fotmd two bags of 6crnm rotlI1ds, a 6<bm mortar tube, mc:dic~':. s'lpplics 
and a few docunents. nbout twenty-five mewrs fartiLl..":", .' the troopt.ly'·· "':1,e upon 
a large hootch that obviously had bclen a classroom. 'lhe classroom r.'.~ .. : arge 
benches, papers and various training aids. One of the triining aids".·'; a half­
silhouette of a man, quite like the targets used in basic ·~raining ir~ '~;18 US .. 
'lhe silho~tte had a bacning of I'0eds, and a block >'.?sti~ fror.~.o C.!l.nmd the 
silhowtte \\€re tiny clay balls. Upon further Sen:' '::!11.ng, troo;,:,el's fotlI1d a sling­
shot. '!he exact use of these aids are tmknown.) Highly significant to the 11th 
.nCR was the finding of photographs of an aC ... V" a LOO, a lli-1, and a Cobra. On~ 
the back of each Jilotograph ... as written the DOSt vulnerable spots of each, and 
where to aim an RPG. 11.150 fotlI1d v.as a cOlrlplett brochure aoout the 1st Gav Div. 

First Platoon had contin~d s<jarching btmkers and had taken seven prisoner.:. 
from one btmk.er. Thcl JiI{VN int~rpeter with B Troop searched oeyond the complex 
to a trench line in the rear. The trench had overhead CO'kr. The i-iliVN intcrpet.c 
(nick-named "Mac" by B Troopers.) saw a NVi~ Lieutenant who had dug a hole in the 
side of tht;; trench, trying to hicj3. He persuaded the NV", to come out. Near-by 
troopers frOL1 the First Platoon helped the \\Ounded NVi> to his feet. He wss 
wotmood in the chest, and had mmerous shrapnel wotlI1ds. The interpet.tlr turned 
to l.::ad the man away, but the NVA began choking him frOIil behind. First Lieu;. 
Wl1ant Larry D. Serg~nt. struck the prisoner with the butt of his M-16, but the 
determined NV11. continwd choking Hac. T\\O I'JOre sharp blows finally stopped the 
NVil, and although they didn't knock the NVa down, the last blow brolre the stock 
of the rifle. 'lhe \\Otmded prisoner was subdwd and then dusted-off. "Hac" 
suffered bruises. 
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,From the interrogation of the fi.:st prisoners, CPT HWlt kiarned that 
the Company Commander and Political Officer ho.d escaped ",arlier. He radioed 
for a Pink Team W1ich arrived about 1400 hours and began to reconnoiteJ', ; 

I the SurroWlding area. 

after the initial RPGs and small-arms fire, enemy response was nothing. 
The e~my was surprisingly poorly armed. B Troopers found only one RPG and 
laWlcher, four SKS rifles, ond light Ii'BchinegtUl, a 60mn mortar tube and roWlds, 
and a pistol. B Troop had disoounted and captured 16 prisooors, without 
suffering a single casualty. D Troop r s oostructive fires aided in killing the 
27 NVA W10 re fused capture. 

The complex, W1ich included a large out-door dining area complete with 
picnic taoles and chairs, was an NVA replacen13nt school. ~ of the large 
hootches was for military training, the other for political training. The 
school receh-ed oen from infiltration groups and trai~d th<.::m before sending 
them to units of the 272nd va fWg:iment. 'Ihe intelligence gained was small; 
l':lost of The prisoners ~l'G new in country, and could provi~ only aliases for 
the 272nd, rather than enemy inwntions. That the 272nd VG Reg~nt h,'}d mOVdd 
from their fonaer positions to the Dogt s H.aad was good intclll.gence. ':'he 272nd 
VC Reginflnt had fol1D~d the First Squadron to the Dogr s Ht:ad. 

B Troop stayed in the complex until about 1700 hours, continuall ~r checking 
the are~o They then moved to a NDP a few hundred mt:r!:lars a~y. 

CPT Hunt cOliliTll::lnted on the troop's y::erforuance, "I t,hought my :t.·' displa;ye{ 
high jud.€1nent in discrir.rlnating between those lIbo could be taken al:."'ind those; 
'lIbo showed resistence, thus rdsulting in the maxinun n1.lllD'!:.~ of nris0. ,:'3 

captu..nJd. You can add, II he smiled, If..... I thir.'.r they f:.'r3 J",.,; 1:::.:;:.: damn tree 
in the Re g:i.n:: n t • fI 
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