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Intelligence reports indicated that on or about 17 liu'Ch 1969, the 

7th IVA DJ.vision _a located in the vicinity of the Hl.chelin lUbber 

P.Lantation. It was believed at that t1m.e to consist of the tollow:lng 

units vlth strengths as indicated: 

141 at Regiment - 1(XX) men 

165th Regiment - 1 JIX) men , , 
,2:>th Regiment - 1350 men . ! 

{ 
Aocording to estimates, the 7th NVA D1 vision would proceed south via the \ 

Saigon River Corridor and continue the protracted TET Offensive of 1969 in 

the Saigon area. It was later learned that the misaittl ot the 320th Itegimant 

lilich waa BUccessfuliy engaged by the 11th ACR waa to secure auppl;y and inf1l­

tration routes north/south through the Michelin, the enemy's MSR from Cambodia 

to the Saigon area. 

In response to this enemy threat, the 11th ACR was alerted on 17 M:t.rch 1969 

to move into the M1.chelin on 18 Mlrch 1969. The 11th ACn was to pre-empt a 

three diVision operation called Atlas Wedge, and was to move into the eastern 

part of the )fLchelin based on intelligence and contacts established by Air 

Ca. v Troop on 16 and 17 Mlrch 1969. 

In response, the 3d Squadron departed AO BOOTS at 0500 <Xl 18 M:l.rch 1969, 

con::lucted a roa.d march west along rte ZINC to rte " then north along rte 13 

to rt79354h where it ran into the tail end of 1/11 AeR which lea beginning 

the march aouthwest fran rr?93546 to the Hl.chelin. The order ot march _8 
H/2/", ~'/11, L/3/11, and the Squadron Jump CP and they had arrived 

vicinity rt7C'fJ546 by 0730. 

The Begiment (-) movement was slow because the cross country route into-

the H1.chelin, a distance of about 20 kin, had three "choke" points. Each of 
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these loa8 secured by elements of A/2-28 Inf, canbat air assaulted in ahead 

of the ground troops. As each squadron passed through each "choke" point, 

the A/2-28 Inr element there passed. OPCCU to that squadron. 

The t.hird and final "choke" point was vicinity rL'615522 and as 1/11 ACR 

crossed that point, A/2-28 Inf fell back into an area vicinity XT617~21 ~ich 

it secured and later became FSB roC. 

The srjuadrons had been prepared to use AVLB's at these "choke" points, 

however none was required as the Engineer sweep teams were able to clear 

a path across these cn tical areas along an existing road throughout this 

&:>0 m wide rane plowed swath. 

3d 5:]uadron's move southwest alone: this swath which paralleled the Binh 

Long, Binh Duong Province boundary, behind 1/11 ACR was uneventful, but slow. 

In the meantime, HHT closed out BANDIT Hn.L, vicinity xr862362, turned 

the control of AO BOOTS over to TF 2-28 Inf and began its road march by 1000. 

I Troop was passed OPCON to TF 2-28 Inf and rE!'l1a.ined at BANDIT HILL. HOW/3-11 

was passed OPCON to TF 2-28 In! and remained at FSB JIM vicinity XT88'J394. 

K Troop which had at the time of 3d ~adron 's departure been OPCCN to IIFF'I 

securing Rane Plows east of Bien Hoa, was released fran its OFCCti at 1200 

and returned to the Reg:imental AO, Au MUSTid'l1, OPCCN to TF 2-28 In! and had 

relocated by late 18 Mirch in AU SADILE. 

HHT arrived at the new CP vicinity XI'790545, set up, and the TOC was 

operating by 1335. Its move had also been uneventful, having traversed the 

saIne route of march. 

By late afternoon, 1/11 ACR had deployed. its two AVLB's vicinity 

XT6 13521 and xr&:>45 15, and had proceeded across them into its newAO. 
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Likewise. 3/11 ACR had proceeded across the first AVLB. and headed 

toward the northwest (see Annex A). H Co proceeded along the east flank 

of the Squadron AO into a heavily wooded area vicinity XT59S526 which slowed 

its progress. M Co moved parallel but to the west of H Co and found move-

ment les8 difficult. L Trp followed M Co. The Sqdn CO overflew the move-

ment and directed ground elements. 

While this movement progressed. a Fink Team in support of 3d Squadron 

found and located a base camp BCt (Annex A) and H Co continued movElllent 

in this direction. 

Heanwhile L Trp. a :pJre Becon Troop, following close behind .K Company, 

was maneuvered by the Sqdn CO to a potential crossing point across a marshy 

streamline from which it was to be deployed ag.::dnst another base camp, BC2 

(Annex A). that had been discovered earlier by the Fink Team. 

By 1600, H Co having only two of its maneuver platoons .. had established 

contact and engaged an unknown enemy force vicinity BCt (Annex A). Exchanging 

heavy fire with the surprised enemy it became app:irent that infA.ntry would be 

needed to support this attack. 

A/l/5 Cav had been operating in the Michelin fOr sQIle time. It had not 

been engaged and was placed OPCON to 3d Squadron upon 3d Squadron IS assumption 

of the eastern section of the Michelin. The Sqdn CO immediately called for 

lift support and two platoons of A/1/5 Cav were lifted from its R<Il position 

(Annex A) to an LZ vicinity XT579538. On the arrival of the initial infantry 

platoon it was pl.a.ced OPC<Jl to M Co and joined in the contact. 

L Trp continued to move toward 002 (Annex A) fran the east. At the 

intended crossing site of the north/south stream to the east of BC2. L Trp 

saw and engaged a emall VC/NVA element vicinity XT575538 and reported 
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8 probable kills. The marshy ground along the stream prevented L Trp fran 

crossing and the Sqdn CO moved the troop farther north to find another suit-

able crC8sing site. 

KeanWd.1e, TM M continued its attack, now having gained an infantry 

platoon, and the continuation carried them on into BC4 (Annex A). 

H Co by this time had broken out of the heavily wooded area and following 

the same route had reached the LZ where the second air inserted platoon of 

A/l/'} Cav was placed OPCON to H Co (-). 

The Scouts from Air Cav Trp had found another active base camp vicinity 

BC) (Annex A). Now having three maneuver elements TM H swept between BCt 

and BC4 (Annex A) on into BC3 (Amlex A). As TM H approached, it came under 

heavy RID and automatic weapons fire. Though the battle lasted only from 

1710-1730, it waS furious and a good fight. Two tanks were hit by RR";ts, 

one caught fire and burned becoming a canbat loss. The other, though hit, 

was not a coni>at loss and was towed back to FSB I))C the next morning. 

Though 4 tankers sustained wounds, 6 NVA KIA's were found along with am7 

and launcher and 1 AK47. To evacuate the wounded, an L2 was cleared several 

hundred Deters northwest of Be) (Annex A) and this was later to become TK H's 

NDP tor the night. 

L Trp had continued north. About 1700, it reached a crossing point and 

turned west. As L Trp crossed the stream, it came into a dense blizzard of 

R.RJ tire, however most of the rounds were exploding in the trees due to the 

lack of fieldS of fire. The unknown size VC force put up a determined fight. 

The L Trp CO maneuvered one of his platoons to the north so as to envelop the 

enem;y from a second dii:'ection. In the process, two troopers from the initial 

platoon suat~ned wounds and several ACAV's were ordered back to the east, to 
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clear an LZ SO that they could be evacuated. The ferocity of the contact 

picked up again as the dustoff arrived. Both platoons were receiving dense 

fire and 10 more casualties were sustained, one a platoon leader of the 

platoon hooking south, who was toA upon arrival at the hospital in La! Khe. 

He was the only US QA on 18 March 1969. As darkness aPproached, the 

intensity of the contact subsided long enough for L Trp to identify 6 NV! KIA, 

but a complete s'...eep of the area was not possible until morning. L Trp 

PIlled back to it s LZ area after completing all it 6 dustoffs and this became 

their NDP for the night. 

Sy 1810, TM K's sweep had resulted in 34 NVA KIA and 5 POW's. The 

agr,ressiveness of TM M's initial contact had been overwhelming and it was 

rewarded by only 1 casualty who was evacuated early in the fight, and no 

losses in vehicles or equipnent. Additionally TM M found a n1.1llber of weapons 

and supplies including 2 heavy machine guns with spare barrel, 1 RID with 

launcher, 6 bicycles, 1 Chicom machinegun, 1 AK47, several .51 Cal cans 

ammo, and assorted documents. As darkness fell, TM M pulled back to its 

LZ and set up it s NDP for the night. 

lt1ile this transpired, the Clro Co from MINH THANH (XT630663), which had 

been OFUW to the Air Cav Trp and working in the junr,le east of the Michelin 

vicinity XJ:'5956, was led back into the rubber to RON. As the Clm Co 

cleared the jungle, OFUON passed to 3/11 ACR as Air Cav Trp could not pro-

vide C&C during the hours of darkness. Then at 1700, the Clm Co encountered 

an unlmown size enemy force, engaged them, and 1d.lled 2 NVA while sustaining 

2 casualties 'Who were later dusted off. Thereafter, the Clm Co proceeded to 

rI'585567 where it established its NDP. 
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Throup,h this, A/1/5 Cav diminished in strength by 2 platoons, remained 

in its Sa.Tll8 locaticn vicinity n;76563 which 'NaS to become its NDP. 

A/1/5 Cav (-) had no contact on 18 .reh 1969. 

By 1940 all 3d Squadron .lements had secured their NDP's. This included 

A/2-28 Inf securing FSB 00:; which contained 1 155 artillery battery SP 

(n/8-6), a '05 artillery battery towed (D/1-7), the 3d Squadron Jump CP, 

and unit trains. SPOOKY was called in and 'WaS on station providing illum­

ination to the previously engaged THfS/CO fS in the Michelin and fire support 

if requirnd. However, the night was quiet and the NVA did not attempt 

counter-attacks. 

The time of day had precluded a total accounting of results of the 

sweeps and refl8'WlBd flWeeps the next morning found many blOod trails and 

drag marka which substantiated estimates that the actions had been con­

siderably more successful than the total bodies and weapons/equipment found 

would indicate. Cile extremely valuable find on 18 March was a PUW who had 

been a Co 1 sa in the 320th P.e.e,iment .. :)11d the intelligence that he as well as 

others provided was exceedinp;ly accurate a.nd F;I'eatly predicated our actions 

in the days that followed. 

As the SlID rose the next morning, the sweeps began anew. Among the many 

finds, TM M found two more previouBly unaccounted for NVA KIA in its contact 

area. Likewise forces were shifted to strengthen each element. 'rrp L sent a 

platoon north to A/l/5 Cay (-) as well as a platoon to 'I'M H. In exchange, TM H 

released a platoon of' tanks (only 3 as 2 had been hit during the 18 March fight) 

Wlich joined L :'rp giving it the firepower it had lacked the previous day. 

Upon conpletion of the re-a.1ip,nme.nt of forces, the S'Weepa were rene'W9d. 
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in earnest along the routes shown (Annex D). Each element's RIF employed 

racon by fire and other techniques hoplng to generate a good tight. The 

elOO returned OFtON to Air CaY Trp and again departed the rubber into an 

area east ot the J.6.ehelin vicinity J:r5957. 

At 104.5 TM M received sporadic snall arms fire and returned tire but no 

maint::dnahle contact ensued. A sweep of the contact area did result in 1 NVA 

KIA without US casualties. 

At 1120 TN H recei vee! small arms and nro tire and by ra.pid and aggressive 

reaction was able to kill 5 UVA while sutfering only 1 casualty. A sweep of 

the contact area vicinity .rr5S4545 resulted in 3 AX47's, 2 RlC2 launchers, 

10 Rffi2 rounds with boosters, 9 Chicom grenades, 1 US grenade, 1 82mm 8:)rtar 

round, and assorted wb gear. 

Progress was slow throughout the day due to the extensive bunker 

complexes found by all ele~nt8. ':hese bunkers demanded a cautious, 

thorouJ!.h search and clear'nnee as well as destruct.ion. 

At 1155, elements ot A/2-28 t~sked with the security of the vital Av.Lb's, 

recei.,ed several RRi rounds vicinity the A VLB at xr604515. 1'he volum of 

return tire apparently ~s sufficient to silence the e~, but its strength, 

!Ussion, and lack at rapid mobility precluded its swaepin" the area. Aerial 

VR could not generat e further contact nor identity any results of the return 

tires. 

RIF's continued and many bunkers, most of which were relatively new with 

overhead cover, of varied dimensions, were discovered am destroyed without 

further contact. 

Around 1300, the Sqdn S-2 accompanied by the intel officer trom 541st Ml 

was conducting an aerial VH along the ectees of the Michelin when their UH-l D 
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drew heav;y machinegun fire £'rom several .51 Cal machinegun8 located vicinity 

%1'554586. The aircraft. applied evasive tactics and returned f'1re 808 it evac­

uated the area but not before being hit by at least one round which slightl1' 

wounded the right door gmlner. It returned to P'SB DUC where the ship 'NIlS 

inspected prior to eVacuating its own CrewnBn. 

Intelligence wheels were !7inding and based on the latest input it vas 

decided at a 1500 meeting to move 3/1 1 ACR elements north out of the rubber 

to BUICK (Annex C) trom which elements would initially form A. blOCking force 

to cover planned 8-52 strike8 that would be conducted that night and earl,y 

next moming (Annex C). Also 1/1 1 ACR was to move into 'What ha.d been the 

3/11 ACR AO and responsibility ot FSB IXX: was to be chopped to 1/11 ACR. 

Although 3/11 ACR forces were well deployed for this move, the necessity 

for resupply impeached immediate redeployment as each of the combat troop's 

trains lIa8 at P'SB J));. 

This change in mission also necessitated an early termination of the 

RIP t s • 'l'he extent ot each element 19 advance is shOW! by the alTO'Wheads 

(Armex B). Each TM started its march south to the resupply point which 

was moved west ot FSB J).£ to expedite redeployment (Annex iJ). 

Prior to TM MiS move at 1505. vicinity XT5S2548, ,.mile searching at 

base cal!lP, the troops tound 2 12.7 heav;y mchineguns, 1 light machinegun, 

1 AK47, 1 RF02 launcher, 6 S2mm mort.ar rounds, 4 rifle grenades, 500 7.62 

rounds, 60 AX47 rounds, JOO 12.7nm rounds, S protective IlB8ks, 2 lbs of 

documents, web gear, and assorted items of personal a.r.d field gear. 

As each element arrived nt the resuppl,y point (Annex C). it was refueled, 

maintensnce checks performed. personnel ted. etc. lflen this liIi!lS completed, 

it headed north toward BUICK (Armex C) as 800n as it was :r&!.dy to go. 
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The order ot departure was M, L, A. each following the other along the 

route shown (Annex C). By 1800, each of these elements had departed the 

resupply point and H had arrived. TM Hfa delay was caused by some exten­

SlV8 bast! camp destruction it was required to complete. 

In ad11tion, Air Cav Trp had again returned the elm Co to 3/11 ACR 

OPCOK tor the night, leaving it vicinity XT564565 1i1ere 3/11 ACR would pick 

it up during the northward move toward BUICIC (Annex C). 

A SPOoKY was called in to support the move north as it 'WOUld be long 

after dark before all elemflllts would reach BUICK. Also, rather than letting 

the Clro Co settle and becoms stationary. ttMt Sqdn CO directed. it to start 

maving north until the mounted elements caught up 'With th_. 

At 19)0, as the Clro Co m.a.rched north vicinity XTS6.3569, they reported 

seeing a re!ati vely good sized group ot NVA Jll)V'ing south toward them 

vicinity XTS62572. The ClOO Co was ordered into a hasty aDi>ush, the LOH 

c&c orbited a.pproximately 2 km's to the south, a LFT was called in to 

support and also orbited oft to the 8outh, TH's K, 1., and A were pushed to 

Jrl)'Ve more rapidl3 and everyone awaited the a.ni,)ush to be triggered. 

By 1915, the ambush was popped and the cnn Co killed .3 NVA and captured 

their weapons and equipmnt. Contact 'WaS established and maintained Wdle 

supporting elements piled on. Shortly, TM M 'Was deployed on line having 

!'I¥)Ved .troJa XT573568 at the triggering of the ambush and began to aweep 

north (A.nnexos C It D). Shortly thereafter, TM L joined them (Annexes C &. D). 

It was an excellent fluid operation, just as successful as had been 

hoped. 1M M and LiS pursuit was outstanding, being conducted after dark, 

with heacUights on under SFQOKY illumination. By the time contact ceased, 

10 ftlOr8 NVA KIA and 1 If VA POW (WIA) wre added to the list including 
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additional weapons and equipment, all without a single friendly casualty. 

The northwu'd .ave continued. By this time .. C/1-11 Wdch had also 

entered the AO OPCOI to .3-1 f ACR about 1500 loAS located vicinity XT580538 .. 

1M A had cloeed on TM M and L, and TM H had departed the resupply point. 

Then .. most abruptly, the march halted at 3:>50. Intelligence gathered 

by Regimont dictated a different move and adjustments would rapidly be 

torthcoming. Every unit was directed to hold in pos1ticm tor the night. 

TH's M, L .. A and the CI.IX; Co formed a cOl1l!:lOn NDP perimeter a8 shown 

(.Annex C). TlO{ H 'WIls ordered back to the resupply point to RON (Annex C) 

and C/1-11 was ordered to RON in position (Annex C). 

The reJlltt.inder ot the night was '.luiet and uneventful save for the three 

1:-52 strikes lfhich ten in the bo.xss shown (.Annex C). 

At tiJl'st light, TM H began its move north to join the other elements of 

3-11 Acn vicinity the previOUS night t s contact area (Annex E). 

During the night, intelligence information was disseminated necessitating 

that 1-11 AGH return to its previous AU to 3-11 ACE IS west and continue its 

previous nission and that 3-11 ACR 'WOUld rennin in its old 11.0. 

The l1el",inEntnJ. CO called an early morning meeting at FSB DLC to m.:1.p out 

his intelligence finds a.nd determine Vlat the best response 'WOuld be. 

This in progress, the ARP's were inserted into the B-52 areas to con-

duct a BDA. The CIDG Co 'lGS sim.1larly inserted in a different location 

vicinit;y XT590569 ldth a BDA mission again oreoo to Air Cav Trp. 

Resu.lts of the Comander' s meeting had C/1-11 returning to 1-11 ACR 

(Annex E) to join its west'W9.rd and northwestward RIF throupp the rubber 

while 3-11 ACR was to gravitate southward throur,hout the day. 
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B1 the time all was settled and the Sqdn CO had rejoined his troops in 

the field. TM H had moved to a location just south of the 4 other THiS/CO'S 

ROO position in the area of the previous night 'a contact (Annex E). Then, 

upon ncDi vUlg eu1dance, each TM cOJma.ncier moved his troops southward gen­

erally' along the axes shown (Annex E). Missions were to f1rd the enemy, 

generate a fight, nnd destroy 'lny base camps found em'oute. 

The TH's proceeded as directed. At 1045, T'H L while searchine a base 

camp area vicinity Xl'555568, found 1 ChicOlll grenade, 2 packs, and docwnents. 

Nothing of sir;n:l.f1cance occurred then until approxilM.tely 1Ji)O 'When the 

ARP'a came upon an active base camp that had not been hit by the 8-52 strike 

the night before. The ARpt s \ere engaged by intensely severe fire, suffered 

severnl cMualties and were completely pinned. down. 

At 1426, upon request of the CU, Air Cay Trp, the 3';dn CO immediately 

turned TIt A around and started ooving them to rolieve the A..1pt s • \dthin 

ndnutes, he added a platoon of t<Ulks from TM 11 which, with a white ele.'!1ent 

overhead, was directed to retrace its steps and join TM A a8 soon as poss­

ible. The white element guided them north (Annex E). 

The nulti-reaction was rapid and the tank platoon caught TM A as it 

turned southward and passed them by at this point in order to lead down 

a trail to the BDA site (Annex E). 

Air Cay Trp covered the ARP'a without f'urther damage beinr, sustained 

lDltll the arrival of' TM A, now consisting of one pla.tOQ1 each of tanks, 

ACAV's, and infantry. 

Msan'While, TM L at 1515, found a base camp at .rr;62545. Its search 

yielded J.I)C1J lbs rice, 50 S2mm mortar rounds, 1 120m mortar tube and 

tripod, 44 120Dm mortar rounds, 30 Chicom grenades, 2 bicycle!!, to 107mm 

rockets, 50 charges for 120mm mortar rounds, and assorted gear and documents. 

11 



(i ; ,: . ,( 

"',' " l'i 

I.' .. ~ i ; .t .:! .~~:\.L 

;cd zn r t
, 

At 151.6, the CIm Co then vicinity n'594563 in the southern portion 

or the Bane BDA area saw and engaged :3 NVA. It \tB.s supported by one 1FT 

and results netted 1 IVA. KIA. 

At 1550, TN K located a base camp vicinity x:r570540. Its search yielded 

3CXlO lbs rice, 9 Chicom grenades, 7 RfG2 rounds, 7 60mm mortar rounds, 

12.7 heavy nachinagun. 

Upon arrival ot 'f14 A in the BDA area, the Sqdn CO placed them u;-COJ{ to 

the Air Cav Trp CO as the AU wa.s his as liOrEt the AUP's On the ground. The 

enerq base catIP was lOCated in a wooded area and the terrain around it was 

relatively clear ot dense vegetation. As the armored vehicles approached 

the ARP's, some of the ARP's 'Were able to join in and reinforco TM A. l'he 

tanks initially set out to cut a swath around the woods 'Hhich was accom-

plished in short order. 'niroughout, there was sporadic contact character-

ized by heavy small. arms and Rrc fire. Onee the swath was COl!1pleted, TH A 

began swooping b!lck and forth throur,h the wooded aroa between the swath 

(lumex F). On its first pass t.ltroue;h the area, it callie under intense small 

ama and nro tire. The tank platoon leader's vehicle 'Wn.S the first target 

and UFO splash caught him in the face, blinding him, yet he contiInled the 

fJWe8p but beclU1se he could not see, his tank tell into a bont> crater, re­

moving it from further action (Annex F). AlJlK)st a8 1Uickly, three more of 

his tanks recaiYed heavy RID .fire knocld.ng all three out of action. They 

CAUght fire and event.ual~ burned becondng comat losses. The one remain­

ing tank plus ACAV's and infantry made one more att:tck through a portion 

of the well forti1"1ed enemy baBe caq>. By this time control among the 

elements on the ground had become critical. The one remaining tank no 

longer had radio communication. Therefore the Sqdn CO, who had replaced 
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the Air Cay 'l'rp CO Vlen he had to refuel, la.rxled to take camnand. The need 

waa to/l.' one f'1nal attack against the remaining hard core of the base caDIP. 

He positioned the tank in the center • .f'la.n1ced it with ACAV's. arx:l placed 

the intantrr on line to the rear. For control h. mounted the back deck 

ot the tank and used arm and hand signals to control the attack (Annex F). 

The 81lelD7 did not flee but continued strong resistance. Halite.,. through 

the base camp, the S'ldn CO was hit by fragments from an ertell1 hand grenade, 

but cont:lnued directing the operation. On the return 8"lm8P, the attacking 

force retraced ! t8 steps through the base camp past two burning tanks which 

had alread7 exploded and one which though buming had not yet u:ploded. 

It was very late in the afternoon and wch needed to be accompli3hed 

before darkness. As all en81'l\Y fire ha.d subsided .. TM A pulled back to the 

area it had been using as an LZ and prcrared to RON tor the night. DustoN' 

I!lissions continued. the ARpts were extracted, the tank in the bomb crater 

was recovered, and the NDP was established in a tight and well dug in 

perimeter. Throughout, the Air Cav Trp had supported and there had ooen 

no reported enemy sighted fleeing the contact area. 

Hiner cCCltact8 continued as late a8 1900 when the remaining two tanks 

f'rGm H Co saw and engaged 5 NVA. The violent nature ot the afternoon '8 

cQ"ltact tJade any appraisal. of enemy losses impossible that night. As such 

01'1l.1 two nVA KIA were reported thougt 72 more would be found the next m.orn­

ing in the enemy btmkers. The US, on the other hand .. sustained 2 KHA (1 AnP 

and t L 'l'rp). and 21 WHA (only 2 serious), all or whom were evacuated. 

if1en the nfldn CO had orig1.nall.y joined the torces on the ground, the 

RogU CO notified the Sqdn 33 that he was in conmand ot the squadron untU 

the Sqdn CO i"laS airbome again. The 53 continued with the remaining squadron 
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elenaents to accomplish the original OPLAl1 which ea.lled for an afternoon 

resupply around 1600, than IDOV8lDf.I'lt ot TM H to join the eIDG Co at DOD. 

and t1nalq the jo1ning of TM L and TM )( (now with onl,y 1 tank platocm) 

vic1n1ty eLm tor the night (Annex G). 

There had been no battles during the afternoon involving the reRlainder 

of the squadron. The lind.t of each Tl·Ps advance is filown (Annex E). As 

each 'I'M completed sweeping the base call1> it was in, it started back to 

the resupply point about 1600. !ach 'I'M resupplied and headed back to the 

north (Annex G). 

'I'M H 'WB.S the first to depart and headed to rendezvous vicinity DOOOE 

(Annex G) with the C IT.G Co which had been led out ot the B-52 BDA a.rea by 

an Air Cay 'I'rp helicopter. About the time the 53 was placed in cOtmlland. 

the Regtl CO who had been overflying the actiQl new BOuth and picked up 

Tt( H (Annex G) to help lead them. to the COO force which was already at 

OOOOE (SJ at that point did not yet have a. helicopter). 

Shortly af'ter 1M H's departure north. 'I'M M completed resupply and started 

north to lJyp&S8 the same north/south stream, head south and eventually ren­

dezvous with 'I'M L at OLDS to R<ll in this a.lYi>ush/blocking position for the 

nip,ht. 

TM L was late in returning to resupply due to the extensive base camp 

they had found and destroyed. TM L passed Tl( M just north ot the resupply 

point as it headed in and 'I'M M headed. out. 

'I'M H and elro Co once together at OODGE organized and placed in position 

4 joint APls plus a. joint NDP centra.1ly located (Armex a). 

1M H continued its lllOVe north. As Tl{ H a.pproached Via.t was to become 

their night RON pos! tion about 1 a 15 (Annex G), they came under sporadic 
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8IIIlll anI8 tire trom the west acroes the streamline. T.M)( returned ti1'8 

and tor about 30 tdnutes ripptd up the area ld.th ita firepower. The HVA 

ceased t1.re and withdrew. 

Meamttd..le, the Regtl CO landed at FSB ~, talked with the ARP's as 

thq arrived af'ter extraction. and then with tha 53 at about 1845 as the 

3qdn CO had just been evacuated. 

1M L had resupplied and departed the resupply point at 18)0 alao heading 

north. 

Circumstances dictated a change in mission and by 1900 it was decided 

to torego OLDS. TM L 'WOUld join TM M in the area ot its just terminated 

cantact and RQl :in that poaitiCXl (Amex G). 

The S3 went airborne and led TM L to TM Mfs position as darkness fell 

OVer the M:lchelin. A SFOOKY was called in to support and rEFCON's were called 

in tor adjustment to strel1gthen detenae ot the RON positions, especia.1lJ in 

the TN l area ot contact. 

By 2045 TM L had rendezvoused ld.th TN M, and all aircraft:, had to depart 

the area due to a 8-;2 strike being placed seVeral 1an north of the Michelin 

by the 1st Cav Div. 

At 2100. vicinity rI'584555, TM H's APJ spotted and engaged 3-4 VC moving 

to the wet. Snall arms and RIU tire was the NVA response wounding one US 

trooper, but the HiA surrered 1 D'A in the e:xchanp and the 1088 ot 1 A147. 

At 2105, TM A suffered 1 WHA within its NDP ltban fragmants from one ot the 

still burning tanka nRPd earlier that a1'temoon tOlBld a troop during one 

ot its tlIllJ" explosions. A dustot! was called in and by .2200 had succeS8-

tul11' ext.racted both WHA. 
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Illumdnation by SPOOKY resua&d by 2145 of the TM M and L NDP. Its 

brightness as betore continued to Ulundnate TM HIS AP4 and the AP was 

w1thdra'Wll back to TM H's NDP &s had APJ after its sweep ot the contact 

area and duetotf. DEFCtW B.djustmont continued and Upc1l its completion, 

the situation remained uneventful tor the remainder ot the night. 

By early morning ot 21 Klrch 1969, the 11th ACR had lost halt at its 

AU and it was decided to tlOve 1-11 ACR into what had been 3-11 ACR IS AO 

and pull .3-11 ACR back to FSB DOC to stand down tor a day pending further 

deve10:plBnte. This exchange wae expedited and 1-11 ACR moved into the AO 

via one of the A VLB'e secured by a platoon from A/'4-28 In!'. Tl{ L and M 

had moved south directed by the XO who had moved torward and assumed 

conmmd frOm the 53 at about 0830. The co1UJ'l1'1 stood aside as 1-11 ACR 

pas!5ed them at the resupply point. TM H and the Clm Co remined at OOmE 

where they would eventually link up with 1-11 ACH upon its arrival at DOmE. 

TM A loBS initially placed Omoo to Air Cav Trp on 2, Yarch to sweep the 

previous day ts contact area (Annex 0). Still configured with the t.wo 

romaining tanks trom M, the platoon of ACAVI S fron 1, and its own platoon 

of infantry, TM A began a S'jstenatic so..'U'ch and destructiQl of the base 

camp. By 0930, the camp had been destroyed and the results yielded 74 KIA, 

24 AKA7 rifles, 4 AK50 rifles, 20 SKS rifles, and 00 bunkers destroyed. 

These 'Weapons wore recovered, however, there stUl remained many destroyed 

bunkers from the previous day IS act1 vi t.y 'Which 'Were not dug up due to the 

extent of dnmr,e to them. It is fairly sate to say that these bunkers would 

also have yielded yet more bodies and wea.pons. 

~ 1200. TM's L and }{ had arrived at FSB DOC, had reore<tllized, and were 
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standing down pulling maintenance. Air Cay Trp had just about completed 

leading TM A back to FSB zx:x:: and there was no enentV activity noted arry­

VHt1"e within t.he Regimental AO. 

Upon TM ASs arrival at FSB rxx:, tmtasJdng 't68 completed retuming all 

platoons to their parent Trp/Co headquarters. 

3-11 ACR reJlJa.ined in this status until 23 larch 1969 11100 it was 

alerted to depart. the Michelin al"t".a and return south to AU BoorS from 

~ence it had come prior to Atlas wedge • 

.3-1 t ACR f s short Jllrticipation in Atlas Wedge yielded sir,nii'icant 

results. .3-11 ACR had in that period, in conjunctic:n vith other 11 th ACR 

el.emrmts rendered the 32)th NVA Regiment combat 1neffacti ve &S 'Well as 

inflicting casualties to other 7th NVA Division line and rear service 

tmits. Addition.al1y, 3- 1 1 ACn had contributed significantl,y to the 

intelligence input that was to fOrfll the basia .of high level decisions 

for l5omst1.me to fol..low, not only regarding Atlas ;WJdge, but in other 

opere. tiona! areas as well. 
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