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SUBJECT. Canbat After Action Intervie\l Report 

TBRlJ, ~1ng General 
lln1ted states Army, Vietnam 
AftN: O. C. H. H. 
Washing~,D. C. 20315 

1. N~U·m AND TYPE OF OPERATION: An en initia.ted action against Bane 
operations in TAY NINH Province during Operation KENTUCKY COUGAR. 

2. DATE OF BAm.Ec 7 February 1970. 

3. LOCATION: Reference Nap Series L7014, Sheet 6232 II, TAY NINE: Province. 

4. PERSONS BEING INTERVIEi-JEP: Lieutenant Colohel James B, Reed~ Fil:-st 
Squadron Canmander, 11th ACR. Captain John B~ PoindeXter, COmm8nder of A Troop, 
First Squadron, and others mentioned by name in the narrative. . 

5. TASK ORGANIZATION: (Team A) A Troop, First Squadron, 11th AOR, A Company, 
2/8th Cavalry, and 10 Rome P.lows frcm the 501st Engineer Company. 

6. SUPPORTING FORCES: Artillery support came from organic how! tzers located 
at the F.i.rst Squadron Canmand Post at FSB CINDY. '!Wo eight-inch p~eces were 
also there, under the operational control of First Squadron, and supported. 
Light F1re Teams and Blue Hax came fran First Ceva.lry Division elements at 
TAY NINH. 

7. DlTERVIOONG SPECIALIST: Enlisted personnel o£ the 28th M1li tary History 
Detachment. 

8. ~SSION: Team·A 's mission was cutting a swath acrose the NVA! VO 
infiltration routes running north and south in War Zone "C~ 'lhe ~e P.l.ows 
cut, burned and removed an east-vest belt two hundred meters 'Wide. 
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9. Ei::ECUTION, On 7 February 1970, at 1500 hours, the Rane Plows vere in 
ee:helon left formation, cutting east. A 'Iroop's 'third Platoon was on the 
north flank of the Bane P.l.ows in column formation, the First P.latoon of A 
'!roop was in column formation on the south flank. '!he infantry W8.8 mounted 
on the tracks. 'lhe headquarters element of A Troop was ini tinilY' with the 
'lbird P.l.atoon. 

At 1515 hours, the formation neared XT 398888 and vas instructed to tum 
ninty degrees south. ~e lea.d elements fumed and had proceeded about 40 
meters WEll the rear ot the colUllll (still headed e~.st into the tum) received 
small-ams, autanatic weapons and RFG tire fran well-camouflaged positions in 
the thick brush. (See Inclosure 1). 

'lhe First Platoen immediately JIllI.de a right flank (turning south) and on 
oanmand returned fire. Within thirty seconds the head or the column received 
grenade, RIG and ' r:tne fire fran three directions. ~e vehicles !~6 (eo.. 
mmander's trc.ok), HQ..,81 (media track), How 22 (F. O. ) and A..38 vere ordered 
torward to protect the Rome Plows Yhich hlld halted in place. 111e infantry dis­
mounted and formed on line to the rear of the tracks. 111e tr2.cks were order­
ed otf the cleared area and into the brush so that wounded personnel and the 
&ane P.lows aould move to the rear where the med1vac pad was baing prepared. 

"'lhere are t~ schools of thought on tho.t, " LTC Reed rem~ked afterwords .. 
"One, in a contact, Hane Plows should raise blades and a.ssault. The other 
1s that they should get behind the ACAV's. CPr Snith (Rane Plow Coml!lallder) 
is ot the second school. Although radiOS have been order.ed for all· Hane P.lOllS, 
during the conto.ct only key plows had radios. 1he drivers moved their vehioles 
to the rear, got out ot them and hid underneath them. v1hen the Second Platoon 
arrived to escort them, they had to round the drivers up. II 

'!he in! tiel. reorgmrl zation lasted perhaps ,30 to 40 minutes, aJ:ld included 
strm.ghting out the line on an east-west a.xis, evacuatil'lg the remainder of the 
wounded, and pushing the perimeter north to secure the medivac pad. 'lhe 'lhird 
Platoon secured. the rear area and the east tlank. The Second P.l.atoon arrived 
to escort the Ralls P.l.ows to their NDP at FSB RONDA, and tho First Platoon, 
on line, prepared to a.ssault toward the aoutll. 

After directing suppressive fire into the area, the assault cO"menced 
\11 th two Sheridans and five ACAV's from the First Plntoon, end the Commander's 
track in canter (A-66). The infnntry fonned on their rear. 

NV A soldiers still willing to fight occupied well fortified bunkers not 
more than eight feet into the jungle wall. '!he Flrst Platoon continued to 
move slowly, but steadily ahead. Although lIUl%ly enElIlY soldiers were killed; 
others h:id in the bottaa of bunkers and waited for the tracks to pass over. 

The 'lroop Co·:mwnder l s vehicle rolled over four NVA soldiers who vere 
lying en the ground. A vehicle crushed Il. bunker; a NVA soldier vas hiding 
ineide. Waving oft the infantry who were using fre.gmentatiQ'l grenades on 
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btmkers to the rear, the Troop Cannander mnde an e.ttempt to capture the enemy 

. soldier. '!he soldier offered to sun,mder, but a. grenada waS thrown from the 
entrance of the bunker. 'lhe personnel frail the COOI.mander's vehicle remounted and began tossing grenades into the bunker while the infnntry fired from the 
side at the vehicle. 'lhe resistence cee.sed after a short period, and the 
advance continued: for another 30 to 40 meters with moderate return fire. 
'lhe a.ssanlt reached its critical point at 1700 hours when vehicle .'1..16 was 
hit in the side by on IUG..7. The round wounded one man seriously and two men 
lightly. ~e Troop Co -'mon1er responded to the call for o..1d and co'rem the 
right fltulk at A-16. As the Commanderls vebicle moved into the brush, an 
RPG .grennd1er preparing to fire was observed. 'lhe etlau;y vas k111ed by 
pistol fire and his bunker lIQS destroyed. 

1he Sher1dons proved most effective in blasting the enemy. 'lhe infDlltry 
reported A.-17 ld.llecl !!IeveD. enemy with one a1n gun rOtmd. Since the jW1gle 
was so dense that a BE round would have exploded at the end of the b41"rel, the 
Sheridans used en-nnister rounds, which cleared an area at ten to fifteen.meters. 

LTC Reed alternated canmand and control with his 5-3, Major Jmes L. 
Abrahamson. \oI1en the contaot begl1ll, LTC Reed directed artillery fires (located 
at his Squo.drCll CP) to the LlOSt likel¥ escape routes. He needed mlr two 
a.djustments to begin "walking" the art:Ulery across the stream bed running 
north to south. 'lbe st!'e£IID. bed was northea.st or the bunker eauplex. He 
then direoted the artillery fires to a north - south trail whioh ron along 
the eastern edge ot the bunkers. A Light F.l.re Team accompanied his co-
mmtmd ~"ld control ship, and LTC .Reed had them "work-out" on the southem 
edge of the b\lllkers. He requested m.ue Max and further .Apache TeCJllS (Light 
and He"'1' nre Tet'JDB), but since they came fran TAY NINH, their reaotion time 
is thirty m..nutes. ltben the atue Hax aerial-rocket arti11err came CIl stat1on, 
he adjusted it alo.ng the southern edge of the bunker complex, where the tr£d.l 
zig-zegged before continuing soutJmard. 

~ A fL.oop Q.8snulted t'r<a the north, and held the west, artillery 
blocked the east, nnd the mue ;.fe.x blocked the south. 

1he attack Iiloved through theent1re cctlplez to the south and east with 
the exceptiQlS of two bunkers, whlJre a suspeoted Sapper school and a mess hall. 
uncovered the next day were discovered. A brief search disclosed 14 NVA bod1es, 
3 Mt-47 's, cne crew served JIUlch1negun, 1 &.40, 2 SKS, 1 pistol, 100-pounds or 
clothes, 30 Ibs or documents, 40 grenades, 2 mines, 1 S2mm boobT tTap, 6 60 
JIIIl mortar rounds, 400-pounds ot rice 8 RPG rounds, 400 rounds of AK,.,47, and 
25 packs. '!be attack continued untii 17.30 hours, w1121 Blue !u continuing to 
;'vork out" on the escape routes • 
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A Troop suffered only nine Iilen wounded, with 0. Rone P.l.ow and D. Sheridan . 

(A-16) dcunaged. The antire contact took place in an area of 100 by 120 Iileters, 
tmis mc.ldng air strikes unnecessary. LTC Reed ndjusted the artillery to 
within 200 meters of Ilis troops throughout the contact. ~e aeriol rocket 
artillery we adjusted to wi thin 25 meters at the enemy1s southern flank, 0.8 

evidenced by tb.esweep afterwards. Initially bis adjus'blente caused. sane 
diS!ll8l' to the 1nf t-llltry' forces, who are a.ccostaned to having a.rtills17 ndj ueted 
on the ground - where thore position is exactly known. ~e infantry had 
selc!aaed worked with a,bsolute oanmand .o.nd control. trom the dr. 

CPT Po:lndexter summed up the results with the CClm."1ent, "'It is impossible 
to canmend h1g~ enough the courage ot the men who cClltinued to pross forwrd 
against the well-entrenched positions in danse jungle and brush nth little 
visibilit,-. ~e canbino.t1on of mfantry, be Plow, and the Art·!oreQ Cavalry 
is 0. highly effective force tor jungl.~e activities." 
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