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11TH ARMORED CAVAUtI REGIMENT 

APO SAN FRANCISCO 96257 

SUBJBCT: Caabat Atter ActiOll Interview Report 

THRlJ: Caamanding Gateral 
1Jn:1 ted states Army, Vietnam 
Am: Cca1l8.lld Historian 
APO San Francisco 96375 

TO: Headquarters 
Department ot the Army 
ATTN: O. C.M.H. 
Washington, D. C. 20315 

2 ~oh 1970 

1. llAME AND TYPE OF OPERATIal: Canbined infantry - armor reconnaissance of 
suspected eIl8lQ' positions. 

2. DATE: 14 February 1970. 

3. IOCATIOO: Reference Hap Series L7014, Sleet Number 6~31 IV, Tay Nf..nh sheet 
ot Tay NI.nh Province, Republic ot Vietnam. 

4. PERSONS BEING INTERVIEWED: Lieutenant Colonel James Reed, FirSt So,uadron 
Canmander, 11th ACR; Captain George E. Patch, Co.m..'Tlander ot C Troop, 11th ACR, 
Statt Sergeant Joseph Uabe, acting platoon sergeant ot C !roop, 11th ACR, 
specialist Four Max Cevera, door gunner, 11th ACR. 

S. TASK ORGANIZATION: C iJ:roop, 1irst Squadron, 11th ACR, First Platoon of 
M ~ (tank), 3/11th ACR; and C Caltpany, Second of the E1ghtb Cavalry, 
First Cavalry Division (AH). 

6. SUPPORTING FORCES: None vere used during the main contact, but atte1"'llard,· 
light tire teams, artillery, Blue Max, and air strikes were uti~led, 

7. BACKGROUND INFOR11ATION: During the entire month of February, A and C 
Troops, 1/11th ACR, and a platoon ot tn.nks fran M CompnlJ1 ot the 11th ACR had 
been UDder the operational control of 2-8th Cav. 'lbe to.sk torce (TF 2-8) bad 
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Reproducecl a lIIe NatiOllai Atthlves 

( eN r." ~ rv, I ' L 
Ralde tho.t the plt1toon could aot as a block1ng force. CPT Patch agnn 
ftllJIiinald the pla.toon '. vi tbdrawal. be waa refused. 1210 1hird Pl:ltoon, 
UTjjlWI1i11 Qw., s1abaequeDtlI' lost rnM,o 0CIIIIIlJ"1 !!ti~. 1hus, their p081 tion 

be~ 

her and .30 cal1ber mo.ohil1G­
__ • d~ IIW1Y lU'QII bcnmoed ott 

.usoa prQlJ.Pted the ~ooporI 
JIInj&m Ip8Dt Q aU atterDOOD tel.l1ns JIIQJl Dot to 

D:I.~ :ftlmlbd' 110 • to Htqa t1I"G 18 al3IoIt 1D8ti11at.1. va to a.rmor8d _HId_aI, the ~ cU4 DOt iIad10o. look or loiS of disoipline, 
.~ the BeGI'DNII or aD aplod1JW IPO or ~ fire. If ••• didn 't do 

tIlough, the ptUDta told me at'terval'da.JI cCIIr.1ented SSG Habe, on the 
ret ... tJ.ftJJC of C !reap. 

'Jba _ ~d8Dtu1ed later by ocptured dOOUlll8Dta rut thQ 'lh:1rd Bnttlllion ot 
the 2'72zd VO BepJieDt, va- probatily the h~8 elGmaDt or that regimalt, 
J1Jdc:1D1 by the depth IlDd amount ot C1l'JIU'!JDeDt. AocardlJ28 to LTC Reed, this arm­
tact peobnbl7 pre-tlllptod aD attack on lSB BQrbQm, 11 fw ld.1CIDSters nwtq. 1he 
....,. buUer ccaplox VlUI w~ conoecled, with lOod overhead oover, firltIJ 
.uti and roar e.cape doo1's. "1ho.e bunker. bo.d beautitul omoutlcge," 
lGJDIDted SSG K:be, "CJlCrl1. bad his sh1t top1lber. I t waS cmo or the "rorst 
40p I 'ft bed.· 

HU JbrQbauon, 1/11tb ACR 8.3. aJ:ternato4 f'l.y1Dg over the oontnot with 
LTC RaecL 1ibeD tho tust r adio call t~ a mo411'llo C ~o in, 1 L'l Hutt, COIIIDQZld 
DD4 OGDtrol 8h1p pilot, decided to l~ and plat them p. (BeCo,use ot the. 
d1ataDoe, ~ H:I.Dh DDtUvrlO shiP; htwa t\ slow re~ot1 tim" ~e ab1p 1.."'JIded 
o.bOQt " matere tram t he jUlJllo, and MAJ Abrt'nomsOll and ~!obz Cavern dis-
acnmted to lDl'.d c. Blo.okhorse Troopor ""*lth HPG round in h bllck," tlCcord-
1nI to sP4 Cenro.. SP4 Covor~ IIt~d with MA.T AbrahanlsOl1 to protect him. 
"He c1idD

'
t hc.vo 0. we~pon," explained SP4 Ceyartl. (Be probably meQDt MAJ 

Abrahamson hc.d no wenpon be.ides his platol.) 1bEl Ship returned 3Ild picked 
up tvo VOUDdod men. 1ho mod1.vo.c ship nrrivad alXl m::ula throe trips onrrying 
vOaDded men. C'&1e ship roported ground-to-air tire. 

'lba 2-Sth Cav Comma.nd o~ered the Firat QSId 1h1rd Pltltoons, O/2-8th Cnv, to 
lNeep the tlLu:lks of the bunker oomplu to lOCQte o.nd link vi til the '!bird 
P14t.ooD. 1he Seoond Pla.toon W".8 ordered to IVOEIp the southern f l.."\JJkf they 
JDOYe4 cut trQC1 bahiDd tho trCloka euld procoed04 nbout ten metera before eDany 

11he lla.okbaree Jma prevJ.ous17 lIlClulEld vl!rl.oua elements of the 272Dd VC Reg1-
JUDt 1D ba.ttlu 1D 8I.Dh loJli Provinoe. 

(ON F-tOa )rtJ\ l 



SJgptgh: Tagtiocl, JR9!"Pt into cQlllplg. 
The UD1te cdvanced in three tiles vlth tanks (3 tanks f ran 18t Pl"'.toon, 
l·t «4npeD¥, 11 th J..CR. !be other tanks ot the 1st Platoon were vi th 2nd 
Platoon, C/1/11th ACR) in the lead, bust1ng JUDIle. At (1) and (2 ) 
1o.UGD8, the 1eC taDb ot the outer tile. vere hit wi th ~ f ired 

". 

the WI LI. ~4aDa took tbeir placea a.bd the odvtUlced cont1nued 
) ... tile ~ VP heavy. At thi. time 3rd Plt of C Ccmpany, 2-8th 

~~~ tha: ,.tt1Ds MeDdly fire ~ I_a their location lUI 

~.dM· ... Iii 1IC8 1o.t at tbt. tt., '0 C Ti:-oop '. P.lrst eM Third 
'~~~)Il htjjJ4J"~~' tire. ~e 1nf'tm'tr7 platoon which bt4 baeD va1Hng to 

par ~ ~ out to 1iDJG-up with their 1r1Ost" platoon. 
·'flou..-'l'WiIPiM ~ ". p1Dned down olmoet tnwU.irtel.y 4t (s). n. other 
.. ~ a farther, but va. plmed down after mo'f'iDl shout 40-50 

...... to (6). ~e contact 8~ ~ this trIr sane Unle. but finally 
the 108t pl.&tooDC2D! Plt, CJ2-8th) came out of the .1UD81e to the southeast. 
At that ~, ~ue I·. aDd Artillery, wh:I.ch luG been waiting, baubarded 
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