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DEPARTi:1ENT OF mE lJriff 
28TH m:LITARY HISTORY· DETl..cIDmlT 

11TH AruI>RED CAVAIRYRl!JltHliJ~T. 
APO SAN FRtJiCISCO ~57 ' 

CoIJbo.t Attel'<Actiau: Report 
, ' 

Cont'lltlding General 
Uhi ted Sto.tes fJ.'f::q, Vietnnn 
ll..TTlf: CoJ:llJ::lJl4 Historian 
AR) Son .Francis-co 96375 

TO: 1IlcadqlU.'lrte1'B 
~t of me Il'rf:13 
1I.T'lW: o. 'C. f.f. H. 
Wo.shingtctt, D. C. 20315 

12·~ 1970 . 

1. TIPE W' Ol'ER.l\.TroN: Successful ~ense of an :.mored Cavalry Squadron 
F.tre &pport Bose. 

2! Dlt'IZ OF lI.TTll.CIr: 15 l¢l 1970 . 

.3~ LOO.iI .. TION': F.tre &pport Bose Krcncr (IT 0187.30, lobp Sleet Nunber 6132, Serle 
Ih07, 1: 100, 000 RVB) loco.ted in the "Ihg's Heed" region of fay Hlnli Province, 
RepUblic of Vie1nan. 

4. PERSONS BEDm INTERVIEWED: Lieutenant Colonel Janes B. Reed, First Sqund­
ron CoIDOtIder, Major Jo:ces ilbrohaoson, 8-3, 1/11 th ACR; (hpta:1.n Qulrles R .. 
crossell, 1/11th ACR Howitser Battery CoroomierJ First tieutenont JoaephRR.. 
Poche, ill"tillery INCI) Sergeant First Class 11J.lJ.ion R. Rehm, Medical I'ltltoon 
Serggeant (HJit'.r 1/11th ll.CR ); Serggeant First ClQSs ~onas p. Hurphy-, ~'lssist,.. 
ant q,ero.t1.ons: Sergeant; and . various neobers of Heodq1Ul1"ters 1'roup and D Con­
pOlly'. 

5. lfII'i1iIIlIftIMIfI SPlOOIf.LtST: lblisted Personnel of tbe 28tlr l·llitar.Y Blstory 
Deto.cbnen t. 

6. TI.uSK ORGlI.NIZATIC!i: Heo.dqutlrters 13.-oop, the lfowit_r Battery, and eleoents 
of 1st Squndron, 11th ACRJ OroON to 1st B:rigade, 1st Cnvolry lltvision ( .. 1M). 
lJ..so involved were D/1 /11 th ACR and 'bwo 8" guns fran IIFPV. 
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, SUPRJRTIJIG FOROIS: Rlght l!IUwk, Spoolc;y .. ~.l., artiller.r, and a PJ.nk Team 
Aurmn'~1lI 'the attack. 

8. BACKGROOND INli'0RMATICIl: on april 9, FORT DEFIANOE(CP of 2/11th ACR) was 
shelled, ,taJd ng over 80 ~ of 1'Ooket amI aortar fire. Two Den were 1411ed 
a.nd £':l.fIteen W81'9VOQ1lded. ft. DEFIANCE, at r.r504832, was nearl,. in tlie cen.­

',of 1be Saigo.Dr.MlChelln, corr1d01". EletaeUts of ' the 1651h NVA RegClDe'Clt partie-
"t.Pt\ted in the attack. ' ' 

\Z;.:~J:,{)iIq1l;',~l1", Qnd ~e.rto~FSB,:~WQS., ~~ &tto,c.kon FSB JflYcm lttrch 

~~":!i:':'~~~'=J.::m~ 1n ~~!rr~~ ~~'=; ~1~t~;5 =ved~ 
;lIi:Jj~ b.Y t:1re' fra:l',' the ,..t a'nd southwest cOupled, vi th 0. p-ound probe by an 

,est.1.nated eDEI:V' c~. !he base received n:I.xed 'rOunds ·of 122m and 10?J:n 
,J"Ocltete,' L20 :rockets, 12Oa:l rockets, 82cc D01"tors, 75I:B:t ,recoiless rifle roundt' 
B-4O rockets and SDall a:n:JS fire. 'lhe defenders returned fire w11h argonic ' 
weapcms and were supported, by ARA, ArtilJ..ari::r, on ~ 0-119 aircraft, and 11 
fltlreship. • Supportfmg airm-tlf·:; received. 51 ccl1ber iulcb:lnegun fire fron 
positiCllS south of FSB JAY. In on early earning sweep, 74 Nill. des.d were found, 
O.nd tbree prisoners were taken. 'lhe U.S. losses VBt113 HUed and 30 wounded. 
iWelve ~ weapons were captt.n-ed. 

(ft 1 Apr.U, FSB m.tINGSVlRm (xm39792J, agoin defended by elEnellts ofF.f.iast 
Air CavD.1.ry ntvis1on, received 15 to 20 rounds of 107tD a.nd' 122cn rockets, 
about tWo ,hours after J:l idniggt. 'lhe FSB also received 100 rounds of 82m:!. 
mortars, nnd 100 rounds of 120J::Jm lJOrtars. Follow:1ng tlie attack by fire, two' 
reinf'orcedCOI.Jptlll1es I1EJ.cte a 8JOl.Ul.d probe, using scaJl-arms,' autacatic weap<ms, 
and B-40 fire. 'lhe daf'enders engl,Jged v.1 th or8lJrlc weapons, and were supported , 
AHA, artil.lery', a ligltt fire teo.tl, Shadow Nlg.}lthawk, an p.med 0-119 aircraft, 
and o1r strikes. lh the earq n>rning sweep followizg the t,;lttack, the defende: 
found 54 EIlq" dead, and they' captured 28 individual weapons a.nd one crew­
served weopon. 1he 00 losses vere 24 killed and 54 votmded. 

'lhrougJJout the period of 1-11 April, the First Squadron, 11th .ilCR, conducted 
recomudssence cissiOll8' in the .AO around CAMP HAZARD (I:m78840). Mter the 
first fw dt:ij"B in f.pr11, eneqv activity :In the MJ all but ceased. 

en 12 .April, 1/11th ACR corducted a to.otiotnl rood carch f'rCll HA7.JlRD to a 
new AO. establishing FSB KRAMER at X1tl30'728. 'lhe vsri6us troops oondUcted 
reOOIllloissanoe opera1l10l;lS in 121e new area. during th e day and set out auto-. 
na.tic acbuah~ at night. 

'lhe ned dq, B ~op, at X'Jl)22669~ recmmed nn area where a P1.nk Teal!1 had 
Sighted and engaged on indiv1dw:ll in the open. At 1545 hours, B~ '&ooop received 
RPG nnd amll-Q1'DS fire resul tlng in four troopers being' VOtmded. Artillery 
and Blue loilx supported the oontact. In the ensuing sweep, 'the Troop found five 
deadNVA end one wounded soldier which they' captured. 
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4 rice cache (X'ID0069Q) containing ten thousand potmds of rice, ;ras found the 
Ilext dq by B Troop. 'lroop A found ten dead NVA solidiers, whose death was 
4ttr1buted to the can'tect of 1.3 April.. In the same locatiCll (Xm22669) the 
troopers, found an addi tianal !:lven bodies, thought to be a week old. 

" ,. THlDEFiNSE OF lBB KRAJ:.1ER: Compared to DEFIANCE or HAZARD, FSB KRAHER is 
<luxuriow.t iil .fields ,of fi!':"e and interior space. It is approximately 250 
.ter8~:_;;d1.d .. ei",~surroundad by a' tour foot black e£lrth berm, and one strand 
Of' wire 2t) meters beyond the berm. North of its center is c open field, 
lar,e enOUgli,;t,oc acCOillllOdate themedevacships. On the north end is the TOO, 

,,' ..tbich bas:i ts Own ,interior berm abOut three feet high.. South of the center 
tield and' a bit east is tho ~ 55mm Hawtzer Battery, formed in a star pattern 
with· the Number 6 piece in the center. Across from the Howitzers on the west 
side, are the two eight inch pieces.. Tents and trailers grouped in small 
clusters throughout the base complete the picture. 

Beyond the berm on the southwest side, the woodline is onlv a.bout 75 meters 
~. Along the rest of the perimeter, the distance from the berm to tho woods 
varies from 150 to 200 meters. '!he grass is 10" betwean the berm and woods, 
allowing excellent fields of firo to tho D Compuny tanks, HoadoWl.rt.ors 'lroop 
trncks, and the two II F.l.old Forco "dusi;crs" that ring tho borm. 

Although tho canvas tents, with their two foot wall of Send bags, look vul­
nerable, they are not. Each man had dug n shallow trench for his cot, and then 
had used tho extrnctod dirt to fill s,:ndbngs which "ero then usod to build 
individunl walls around onch cot. Culvorts wore placed on tho individual 
walls 3Ild then covored vi th sa.ndb~s. '!hus tho troopers had 'lJI'otcction fr01:J. 
mortDr blasts ond shropnel. Some cre"WI!1en of the tr;l,ck:s on the borm hi..'.d built 
bunkers into the earthen wall of tho perimeter. To reinforce their construc­
tion, the troopers had used ammunition boxes and srnd bngs. 

LTC Reed designed c new t:'Pe of bunk~r to protoct the 155rnm How! tzer aI!lIlluni­
tian. '!he designed fo.:,tured I! horseshoe shape vi th conplete overhc":'I.d cov~;r­
age. A bulldozor pushed up di[',gonal earth walls to further protect the 
ammuni tion. '!he How::l. tzer covered the fourth opt:n wall. The eight inch ~ 
munition was buried in £. deep trench with both ends onenrmd two feet of 
overhead cover. '!he Howl tzer C!.:IITlunition wns sheltered above ground and not 
subiect to the flooding of the monseon rains. 

The star fonnntion of the 155mm Howitzers gives gives a better coverage in 
an impact areEl.. '!he five guns ,en the points of the star have a 6400 mil 
ca.pacity for berm defensive fires. '!he center gtm may fire self-illumination 
as needed, or CM add its fire to th(.. fire missions. For ground probes 
the battery can fire Killer-Junior capa.c! ty, c~though the minimum safety 
range 'is grea.ter than the Howitzers. The Killer-Junior fires can be used to 
block on enenw Vi thdre.wal or a.s direct su"'port. 

The artille17 INO controlled the Killer-Junior fires. Eve!""r evening the artil­
le17 INO, 1 LT Joseph· R.. Poche, cleared target fires out to .3,000 neters from 
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the berm. through the 2/19th F.1.re Supprt CA>ntrol." Center of the Direct Support 
Artillery Battalion which controlled oll fires in the 1 st Brigade, 1 at Onvo.1r.v" 
Dlvision (AM), AO. ~e basic fire plan for supp01"t4ng fires was m.e.de by the 
BrigacleArtillery Seo.t1on. It. needed, the 1 st Squadron could have guns fran 

·FSB's WOOD and ATKINSON' tire defensive concentrations or defensive target 
groups. ' 

10. THE 15 APRIL .iTTACK: Cil the afternoon of 14 April, the ,st Brigade, 1st 
Cavalry Division (AM), sighted and engaged ten NVA about five. kilaneters \-:est 
ot FSB KRA:iER.. F.1.rst Squadron w.":S alerted that an en~ ground attack might 
occur soon. 'l'bere was a theory in the 1st Cavalr;" DivisiOn (Alf) that WA 
un! ts needed four d~s to complete their reconnaissance end battlefield pre pars 
tions before attacking a fire support base. Although the 1 st Squadron had 
only been in KPJiHER tor three d2.Ys (e.s of 15 April), thev were ready for an 
attack, since LTC Reed did not completely agree with the infantryfs theory. 

LTC Read had picked the location of his fire support base because of its good 
fields of fire. Fortlnlately, a bulldozer had been available to push up a 
large berm on this relatively flat plein. After the ber, had been constructed, 
the Squadron Camnander hod emphasized construction wi thin the berm. According 
to lW Abrahamson, "LTC Reed put a lot of emphasis on digging in when we got 
here." 

To augment the vision of the troopers, who kept watch of the terri tOI'"'r out­
side the berm, LTC Reed crlded radar. "I predicted that fl.lly att,:'.ck would came 
from the north, so I put the radar there." The radex rested on the berm near 
the TOC. (This PPS &.dar has an effecti va scen of about 120 degrees .. ) 

At 0042 hours, elements of Headquc.rters Troop reported move lent north'uest of 
KR.A!1ER and received permission to shoot a hand flare. '!he flare's light re­
vee~ed nothing. An hour Inter, the re.d&x operator reported that the radar 
e('luipment showd movement at an azimuth of 6120 mils c.nd n range of 110 meters. 
Some of the Heo.dqUl'xters I troopers reconned the area b-r fire. '!hey .?:lW an 
individual crawling away from the exea of t11eir fire. \.1i thin "ninutos two 
Cobras from the 1 s t CO:18.l17 Di visi on (Alf) were on st.:.t1on, strafing the area. 

At about 021 5 hours, the berm exploded 'Wi t~, C'. II'1lJd minute", an unscheduled 
minute of fire frQlil the vehicles on the perimeter. ('!here are four "mad min­
utes" a night a.Irl the times nre ahlQ,Vs changed.) During the period the tf'nks 
fired HE rounds, Wile the rest of the tracks used their own respective 
weapons. Sixteen minutes Inter, the fire support b2Se received mortox and 
rocket fire. '!he troopers responded :immedi~.tely, firing their. 50 c"llber 
and M.60 IlUlchine guns. CrEM!len of the tonks blasted the ~ungle wi til HE rounds 
from the main gun, while the "dusters" pounded the nreFl in front,of their 
positions. \dtbin four minutes of the initill incor.d.ng, an enenw 75mm recoil­
less rifle hit an AVIl3, Wich burst into flc.mes. An uncontrollc.ble fire was 
started moments later when another 75m. recoilless rifle round slammed into 
a M548, located near the eight inch OlmJluni tion. One O:Vtn ws.s slightly wounded 
when a RPG round struck the searchlight of hi s trmk. 
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The troopers responded to their various prepla.."1l1ed tasks simult~neously. The 
8lIDUuni tion detail of tha Howtzer Battery had been trained to e,ct as the fire 
damage control team during an attack. Th.e men of this team ou1cklv grabbed 
tire extinguishers and shovels and began fighting the AVID fire. The cooks, 
'Who serve as litter bearers during an att~lck, reported to the medic track. ille 
litter bearers and medics were then divided into S:'lilller teams end sent to 

,the previously designated collection points for the wounded. 'lhese '1oints 
'are spaced unifo~ arotmd the perimeter. Th.e enlisted personnel who work 
in the TOO reported to SFC lttrphy lllld then manned posi tiona of the TOO in­
terior berm. The Squadron CO'u:!ander and staff begen organizing the fire snp.. 
port and cheolct\ng the defenses of KRAliER. 1 LT Poche i mediate1,. cleared the 
Howitzer firtngs, Olld the Number 3,5 and 6 pieces began firir:g Ki1l3r-tTtmlor 
rotmds. At 0243 hours, the 1st Squadron requested a IISpooky" from the 1st 
Brigade to supp1emont their own fires. 

CPT Cassell, Howitzer Battery Commonder, gave this account: "I w~s '1s100» in 
my bunk when. the 10?mm rocket hit the r.f548. I o.lloke "'lld the lieutenant (1 LT 
Meyer, from II F.l.o1d Force in chcrge of the wo eight inch pioces) informed 
J'I'le tha.t SSG Carelli had been "10unded in the neck bt shrapnel. Guns 3,5 and 6 
were already firing Killer-Junior. Since the eight inch G.'11'1lunitian wns neer 
the 14548 fire, tho two guns wouldn It fire. Th.e FDC wns closed up (during in­
coming the tracks close their hatches and doors), so I checked the guns. '!!len 
I checked an the wounded man's section. He had been hit in the neck ,::s he 
tumed to get the Ql1l!lluni tion. (He wns on tilG tr2ck.) 1 LT 1i:lyer requested 
a.ssistnnce in putting out ~he 11548 fire. i:fy ~o team (ncting as fire d£rlUl.ge 
control team) lIent there, bul1. the 14548 burned for an, hour before l".nyone could 
get close to it. 111e. 50 c"'ll ber mc.ch1ne gun had OIi!!'l1.l.1'rl ti an in its ready-rack 
which exploded and mo.de it dl:.Dgerous to get close. In the first Minutes of 
first, ~ach gun f~red in its quadrant at a range of 2'.bout 600 meters It. 

1 LT Poche c.:lled en tho 2/19th for s~9l'ting fire from FSB WJOD _"nd FSB 
ATKINSON. He ''woJ.ked ll 105IlJ"!1 rounds Wi thin 100 meters of tho wire. He re­
ceived, a radio call s'kting thatfrlendly troops were receiving shr8.pllel from 
the105mm rotmds. He began to 1I.~1O.1.k1l the rounds out. IIIt \12.8 hnrd to tell 
where the perimeter "ms becnuse of t..~e dust, II 1 LT :C~yer re-:·.rked., "I moved 
it in slowly, l1Di tingfor overyone to tell r:;a if they got net.,l t.heir "T~ .. II 

By this time the smoke ond the dust frOI!l tha artillery, ta.11ks) IIdustersfl [ll1d 

machine guns CQCbinod ld. ttl the dirt from the incO!:'.ing ond the billowing ~oke 
~ro'l;' the fires'l4thin the berm to form an iI:lpregnab1e cloud. '!hi,s· choking 
ourt;air;t ot: moke ~d dirt nade it difficult for. the defen!iers of KR.Ai,iER,- to 
(fee at ill. 

In thep~ceding, months, SFC Willian R. Rehrm, the Medice1 Ph.toon Sergeont, 
had' thq'llgpt a.bout· organizing collection' points for the wounded, but had ne ~r 
actually~ inst1tu~d his plan in OIly fire support base before, KR.'i.HER. ;' As, ,he 
saic;i, ~IThi8 w:::\s ~he first time we put it into effect .... ~c4~e otber:fire 
support basoB were getting hit. II "Bef~· the attack SFC Rehrm br.td set up four 
c~llecting points for the l-round.d-- onent the HOld. tsar Bt!ttery tent, me on 
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the north side, another on the south aide by tte iVLB, and I;L fourth an the 
west side. On the night or the ,~ttc.ck, tho wounded were brought to th$.' col­
lection points where a. medic treated them. 1be Inedioa hpd arrived vitb the 
11 tter bearers (cooks) at their appointed collection point vary s~ atter 
the incoming rounds had impacted. Each reported his needs and, g~ve_ i~~t.a;tus 

" report to SFC Rehrm by radio, Soon, the medevac helicopters were callAd.'· , 

" a" 0304 houra,a HLghthavk was on station and worked outta,.the ~out!t~FSB 
_ ru:,~ 'lheinccmdng had ceased at 02.35 hours, but therew.,8o.n~ ~ion, 
,;:~r supp.orttng: fires .from'FSBl«JOD. ,'!he closeness of the l"6UDds lEd sane' 
; ·troopers '40 bel$evetba~ ~ey.were still receiving incoming.'B.r032a,~~s, 

the situation had ca.l.1tie4,v:l:th the Cobras in the area the be:ionthp.d ceajed" 
firing. 1here loIere five wounded, one seriously and rour lightly. ..~t 0400 
hours, the Nighthawk lef't station and was replaced btr a Sladowaircraft. 
Twelve minutes later, troopers from HeadqUll.rters 1.roop report.ed a light in 
the wood line about 200 :meters to the west. At 0241 hours, the 1110devac ship 
landed and "dusted-off II three men. '!he medevac pe.d was in the center or 
FSB KIWfER. 

At 0657 hours, a. Pink Team spotted four bodies to the southwest of the peri­
meter- the first indication that a ground probe h&d been attempted. 1he 
ship also spotted L RPG launcher and rounds. At 0708 hours, elements of D 
Company moved out of the gate in column and then deplO"'!ed on line to sl'leep 
the area. D Cor.tpc.ny begen finding weapons at 0708 hours, and by 09.30 hOUTS, 

the sweep was completed. '!he troopers found 3 SKS's, 8 ~47's, :4 6~ 
rounds, 2 60mm tubes, 2 BPG-2 la.unchers, 1 RPG-7 launcher, 23 B-L", rounds, 
3 B-41 rounds, 30 Chicom. grenades, 3 Chicom "Claymores", and 20 NVA killed. 
Although a number of the bodies had. 50 caliber holes, ~~v contained shrapnel 
holes indicating the artiller,y defensive concentrations and target groups 
had indeed been on target. 

LTC Reed canmented, "He probably pre-en:pted the attack with one of our 'mad 
minutes' • I think the key to the thing was that we were dug in, evervbody 
sleeping under cover, and we were organized. We hrill d::-:lJ.age-control teo,ms 
and wounded collectian points. Everybody knew where to go •••• The e.rtiller::' 
fired same 500-600 rounds in OUT support." ('!be 1st So'l(,-dron Howl tzers fired I 
ne~ly 2no rounds.) I 
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As D Company swept the crea for enerl~r 'Weapons and bodies, troopers at FSB ;l 
KR.AME:R. began policing shrapnel [lnd fra.g:;1ents of 5?nm and 75u:un recoilless rifle I 
rounds, plus 60mm Dl1d 820m. mortar rounds. Several tanks h[l.d a number of 60mm 
mortar holes in the ground behind them. 'l\ro 107IJm rockets hi t KR.~. [~- both 
struck vehicles. 

'Dle enemy foroe had consisted of elements of two battalions of the 95C Regi­
ment' which h:\d ntt,-::'cked FSB ATIcrNSrn a few da:vs before. 
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