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 DEPARTHENT OF THE ARY
'28TH IILITARY HISTORY DETACHMENT

- 11TH ARMORED CAV.IRY REGTMENT
. APO SAN FRINCISCO 94257

ATIN: O, C. M, H.

4  SEBIECT: Combat After Actionm Report. '
TERUz  Cormanding General

Uhited States imyy, Vietnan

3 ATIN: Commaond Historian

3 ARO Son Francisco 96375

TO: Beadquorters

% of the Jormy

%\

1., TYPE QF QPERATION: Successful Defenmse of an .rnored Cavalry Squadron
Fire Support Base,

2, DATE OF ATTLCK: 15 fiprdl 1970

3., LOCATION: PFire Support Base Kraner (XT 018730, Yop Sheet Munmber 6132, Serie

1607, 1: 100, 000 BVN) located in the "Dog's Heaed" regionm of Tay Mink Province,
Republic of Vietnan.

4. PERSONS BEING INTERVNEWED: Ideutenont Colonel Janes B, Reed, First Squade ‘
ron Comanders Major James /brohanson, S-3, 1/11th ACRs Captain Charles R,
Cassell, 1/11th ACR Howitzer Battery Cormanders First Iieutenont JosephfR, i
Poche, firtillery INO; Sergeant First Class Willian R, Rehrr, Medical Flatoon it
Serggeont (HET 1/11th ACR ); Serggeant First Class Thonas P, timphy, lssist- |
ant (perations Sergeant; and varlous members of Headquarters Troup and D Cone
pany.

5, INTEEVIGWING SPECIALIST: Fnlisted Perscmel of the 28tk !M1itory History
Detachnent,

6. TASK ORGLINIZATION: Headquarters Troop, the Howltaer Battery, and elements
of 18t Squodron, 11th ACR; OPCON to 1st Brigode, 1st Cavalry Mvision (AM),
£1so involved were D/1/11th ACR and two 8" gms fron IIFFV,
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. SUPPORTING FORCES:r Might B’m&, Spooky 2L, artillery, and a Pink Team
‘supported the attack,

, 8 " BACKGROUND INFORMATION: On april 9, FORT DEFIANCE(CP of 2/11th ACR) was
... shelled, takirg over 80 rounds of rocket ami mortar fire, Two nen were killed

¢ and f1fteen were wounded, FT, DEFIANCE, at XT504832, was nearly in the cen~
,of the Seigon-Michelin con-:!.dczr. Elements of ‘the 165th NVA Regoment partic~
gpated in the attack, '

&chmlier, and closer to the FSB . KRAMm,was the attack on FSB JAY on March
9th. " FSB JAY was a bottalion ‘Commend Pogt Gf the First Bripgade, First Alr
valry Division, In the early norning hours, FSB JAY (X1038749 5 received aon
ttack by fire fron the west and southwest coupled with a ground probe by an
.- estinated enemy company. 'The base received mixed rounds of 122rm1 and 107om
" rockets, B-20 rockets, 120m rockets, 82rm mortars, 75m recolless rifle round:
B-40 rockets and spall oaxms fire, The defenders returned fire with orgenic
weapons and were supported by ARA, Artillsry, an armed C-119 aircraft, and o
- flareship, 'Supportimg aircraft rece:!,vvad «51 caliber nachinegun fire fron ’
- positions south of FSB JAY, In an early narning sweep, 74 NVA dead were found,
and three prisoners were taken, The U.S, losses werts 13 killed and 30 wounded,
Twelve enemy weapons were captured,

(o 1 April, FSB IGELINGSWORTH (xm39'792), again defended by elements of First
Air Cavalry Division, received 15 to 20 rounds of 107m and 122m rockets,
about two hours after m idniggt. The FSB also received 100 rounds of 82rm
mortars, and 100 rounds of 120mm mortars. Following the attack by fire, two’
reinforcedcoupanies nade a ground probe, using smallearms, autonatic weapans,
and B-40 fire, The defenders engaged with orgnnie weapons, and were supported
ARA, artillery, a light fire tean, Shadow Mighthawk, an armed C-119 aircraft,
and oir strikes, Ih the early nmorning sweep following the attack, the defende:
i found 54 enemy dead, and they captured 28 individual weapons and one crew-

1 served weapon, The US losses were 24 killed and 54 wounded,

Throughout the period of 1-11 fAprdil, the First Squadron, 11th ACR, conducted
recomaissence missions in the A0 around CAMP HAZARD (XT078840), After the
firet few doys in lpril,enery activity in the AC all but ceased,

Ch 12 April, 1/11th ACR corducted a tactictal roed march from HAZARD to a
new A0, establishing FSB KRAMER at ZT030728, Tie varibus troops conducted
recormaissance operations in the new crea during th e day and set out auto-
ngtic ambushes at night,

The nex®# day, B Troop, at XW22669;) recomed an area where a Pink Tean had
sighted and engaged an individual in the open. At 1545 hours, B Troop received
RPG ond smnll-arns fire resulting in four troopers being wounded, Artillery
end Blue Max supported the contact., In the ensuing sweep, the Troop found five
deadNVA and one wounded soldier which they captured,
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" A rice cache (XT000690) containing ten thousand pounds of rice, was found the
next day by B Troop, Troop A found ten dead NVA solidiers, whose death was
 gttributed to the cantect of 13 April. In the seme locatian (XT022669) the
“ troopers found an sdditional savem bodies, thought to be a week old,

S ?, THE DEFB‘ISE OF FSB KRAMER: Compared to DEFIANCE or HAZARD, FSB KRAMER is
" Tuxurious in fields of five and interior space, It is approximately 250
. neters-in diameter, surrounded by a four foot black esrth berm, and one strand

"L of wire 20 meters beyond the berm, North of its cemter is en open field,

¢ large enough:to accammodate the medevac ships, On the north end is the TOC,

. which has'its own interior berm sbout three feet high, South of the center

- field and a bt east is tho 755mm Howtzer Battery, formed in a star pattern
with the NMumber 6 piece in the center, Across from the Howitzers on the west
gide, are the two eight inch pleces, Tents and trailers grouped in suall
clusters throughout the base complete the picture,

Beyond the berm on the southwest side, the woodline is onlw gbout 75 meters
away. Along the rest of the perimeter, the distence from the berm to the woods
varies from 150 to 200 meters. The grass is low between the berm and woods,
allowing excellent fields of fire to tho D Company tanks, Headouarters Troop
tracks, and the two II Ficld Force "dusters" that ring the berm,

Although the canvas tents, with their two foot wall of s-nd bags, look vul-
nerable, thev are not, Each man had dug a shallow trench for his cot, and then
had used the extractod dirt to fill sondbags which vere then used to build
individual walls around cach cot, Culverts were placed on the individual
walls and then covercd with sandbogs, Thus the troopers had nrotection from
mortor blasts and shrapncl, Some crewnen of the trocks on the berm hod built
bunkers into the carthan wall of the perimeter, To reinforce their construc-
tion, the troopers had uscd amnunition boxes and sr~nd bngs,

LTC Reed designed = new tpe of bunker to protect the 155mm Howvitger armuni-
tion, The designed foctured ~ horseshoe shape with conplete overhead covar-
age. A bulldozer pushed up dicgonal earth walls to further protect the
ammunition, The Howltgzer covered the fourth open wall, The eight inch am-
mmition was buried in ¢ deep trench with both ends onen ~nd two feet of
overhead cover, The Howitzer ozmunition was sheltered above ground and not
subicet to the flooding of the monsson rains,

The star formation of the 155mm Howitzers gives gives a better coverage in
an impact ares, The five guns on the points of the star have a 6400 mil
cepacity for berm defensive fires, The center gun mav fire self-illumination
as needed, or can add its fire to the fire missions, For ground probes

the battery can fire Killer-Junior capacity, clthough the minimum safety
range is greater then the Howitgers, The Killer-Junior fires cen be used to
block en enemy withdrawal or as direct su-port, :

The artillery INO controlled the Killer-Junjior fires, Everr evening the artile
lery INO, 1LT Joseph R, Poche, cleared target fires out to 3,000 neters from
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the berm through the 2/19th Fire Supprt Control Conter of the Direct Support
Artillery Battalion which controlled all fires in the 1st Brigade, 18t Cavalry
Division (AM), AO, The basic fire plan for supporting fires was made by the
Brigade Artillery Ssotion, If needed, the 1st Squadron could have guns from
-FSB's WOOD and ATKINSON fire defensive concentrations or defemsive target

_groups,

10, THE 15 APRIL ATTACK: (n the afternoon of 14 April, the 1st Brigade, 1st
Cavalry Division (4M), mighted and engaged ten NVA about five kilometers vest
of FSB KRAMER, First Squadron wes alerted that sn ememy ground attack might
occur soon., There was a theory in the 1st Cavalrv Division (Ai) that NVA
units needed four dnys to complete their reconnaissance and battlefield prepara
tions before attacking a fire support base, Although the 1st Squadron had
only been in KRAMER for three d-ys (es of 15 April), thev were ready for an
attack, since LTC Reed did not completely agree with the infantry's theory,

LTC Reed hed picked the location of his fire support base because of its good
fields of fire, Fortunately, a bulldozer had been availsble to push up a
large berm on this relatively flat plain, After the bera had been constructed,
the Squadron Commander hod emphasized construction within the berm, According
to MAJ Abrahamson, "LTC Reed put a lot of emphasis on digging in when we got
here, "

To augment the vision of the troopers, who kept watch of the territorv out-
side the berm, LTC Rsed edded radar, "I predicted that any attock would come
from the north, so I put the radar there." The radar rested on the bsrm near
the TOC, (This PPS Redar has an offective scon of about 120 degrees, )

At 0042 hours, elements of Headquorters Troop reported move ient northwest of
KRAMER and received permission to shoot a hand flare, The flare's light re-
vealed nothing, An hour laoter, the redar operator reported that the radar
ecuipment showed movement at an azimuth of 6120 mils rnd a range of 110 meters.
Some of the Headquerters! troopers reconned the ares br fire., They zaw an
individual crawling away from the crea of their fire, Within minutes two
Cobras from the 1st Cavolry Division (AM) were on st:tion, strafing the area.

At gbout 0215 hours, the berm exploded wit: o "mad minute", an unscheduled
minute of fire fram the vehicles on the perimeter, (There are four ‘'mad mine
utes" a night and the times sre alwoys changed,) During the period the tenks
fired HE rounds, while the rest of the tracks used their own respective
weapons, Sixteen minutes later, the fire support base received mortsr and
rocket fire. The troopers responded inmedintely, firing their .50 c=liber
and M-60 machine guns, Crewmen of the tanks blasted the iungle with HE rounds
from the main gun, while the "dusters" pounded the area in front .of their
positions, Within four minutes of the initial incoming, an enemy 75mm recoil-
less rifle hit an AVIB, which burst into flames, An umcontrollsble fire was
started moments later when another 75mm recoilless rifle round slammed into

a M548, located near the eight inch aymunition, One nan wes slightly wounded
when a RPG round struck the searchlight of his tank,
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The troopers responded to their various preplzaned tasks simulteneously, The
amunition detall of the Howtger Battery had been trained to ect as the fire
dsmage control teem during an attack, The men of this team quicklv grabbed
fire extinguishers and shovels and began fighting the AVIB fire, The cooks,

‘ who serve as litter bearers during an atteck, reported to the medic track, The

litter bearers and medics were then divided into shaller teams end sent to
the previously designated collection points for the wounded. These noints
‘are spaced uniformly around the perimeter, The enlisted personnel who work
~. 4in the TOC reported to SFC Murphy and then manned positions of the TOC in.

.-%Yerior berm, The Squadron Com:ander end ataff began organizing the fire sup-
port and checkéng tho defenses of KRAIIER, 1LT Poche i mediately clearcd the
Howitszer firings, and the Number 3,5 and 6 pieces begen firing Killsr-Jumior
rounds, At 0243 hours, the 1st Squdm requested a "Spooky" from the 1st
Brigede to supplement thelr own fires.

CPT Cassell, Howltzer Battery Cammender, gave this account: "I wss 2slecp in
my bunk when the 107mm rocket hit the ¥M548, I awoke ~nd the lieutenant (1LT
Meyer, from IT Ficld Force in charge of the two eight inech piecces) informed
me that SS5G Carelll had been wounded in the neck bt shrapnel, Guns 3,5 and 6
were already firing Killer-Junior, 8ince the eight inch ammunition was neer
the #6548 fire, the two guns wouldn't fire, The FDC was closed up (during in-
coming the tracks close their hatches and doors), so I checked the guns, Then
I checked on the wounded man's section, He had been hit in the neck oS he
turned to get the ammunition, (He was on the track,) 1IT Meyer requested
assistance in putting out the 1548 fire, ify xmo team (acting as fire danage
control team) went there, buf the 548 burned for. an hour before anyone could
get close to it, The ,50 c-~liber machine gun had ammunition in its ready-rack
which exploded and made it dengerous to get close, In the first minutes of
fire, each gun fired in its quadrant at a range of sbout 600 meters".

1LT Poche c-1lled on the 2/19th for supporting fire from FSB WOOD 2nd FSB
ATKINSON, He "walked" 105mm rounds within 100 neters of the wire, He re-
ceived. a radio. call stcting that. friendly troops were receiving shropnel from
the 105mm rounds, He began to "walk" the rounds out, "It vizs hard to tell
where the perineter was because of the dust,” 1LT Meyer re=-rked., "I moved
it in slowly, walting for everyone to tell 1w if thev got met-1l their wayr,"

By this time the amoke and the dust from the artillery, tanks, "dusters” nnd

machine guns combinod with the dirt from the incoming ond the billowing smoke

fro: the fires within the berm to form an impregnable cloud, This choking
ourtain of smoke and dirt made it difficult for the defenders of KRAMER to
gee at all,

In the preceding months, SFC Willier R, Rehrm, the Mediczl Platoon Sergeocnt,
had: thought about organigzing collection points for the wounded, but had ne-wer
actually instituted his plan in any fire support base before KRAMER, .: As he
said, "This was the first time we put it into effeet,,.because other fire
support bases were getting hit," Before the attack SFC Rehrm had set up four
collecting points for the wounded-~ one at the Hovitger Batterv tent, one on
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. the north side, another on the south side by tte AVIB, and a fourth on 'the

" west side, On the night of the «tieck, tho wounded were brought to thé cole
lection points where a medic treated them. The medics hed arrived with the
" litter bearers (cooks) at their appointed collection point very soon after
;. the incoming rounds had impacted. Each reported his needs and. gave & ata'bus‘
" report to SFC Rehrm by radlo, Soon, the medevac helicOpters were calléd. ~

By 0304 hours, a Mighthawk was on station and worked out to. the south ‘qf:/ FSB.

KRAMER, The incoming had ceased at 0235 hours, but there wes some confusion

K -aver: supporting fires from FSB WOOD, 'The closeness of the rounds:led some

g “troopers to believe that they were still receiving incoming,- By 0327 hmn-s,. )

" 'the situation hed calmed; with the Cobras in the area the bexm had ceased”
- firing, ‘There were five wounded, one seriously and four nghtlv. At 0400
" hours, the NMighthawk left ata.tion end was replaced b~ a Shadow aircraft.
. Twelve minutes later, troopers from Headquarters Troop reported a light in
the woodline about 200 meters to the west, At 0241 hours, the medevac ship
landed and "dusted-off' three men, The medevac pad was in the center of
FSB KRAMER,

At 0657 hours, e Pink Team spotted four bodies to the southwest of the peri-
moter-- the first indication that a ground probe hed been attempted., The
ship also spotted &« RPG launcher end rounds, At 0708 hours, elements of D
Company moved out of the gate in column and then deploved on line to sweep
the area, D Company begen finding weapons at 0708 hours, and by 0930 hours,
the sweep was campleted, The troopers found 3 SKS's, 8 AK-47's, 74 60mm
rounds, 2 60mm tubes, 2 RPG-2 launchers, 1 RPG-7 launcher, 23 B.40 rounds,

3 B-41 rounds, 30 Chicom grenades, 3 Chicom "Claymores", and 20 NVA killed,
Although a number of the bodies had ,50 caliber holes, many contained shrapnel
holes indicating the artillery defensive concentrations and target groups
had indeed been on target.

LTC Reed commented, "VWe probably pre-ermpted the attack with one of our 'mad
minutes'. I think the key to the thing was thot we were dug in, evervbody
sleeping under cover, and we were organized., We had dmnage-control teoms
and wounded collection po:.nts. BEverybody knew where to go.,..The artiller-
fired some 500-200 rounds in our support." (The 1st Seindron Howitzers fired
nearly 200 rounds.)

As D Company swept the area for enem weapons and bodies, troopers at FSB
KRAMER began policing shropnel and fragnents of 57mm and 75mm recoilless rifle
rounds, plus 60mm and 82m mortar rounds, Severanl tanks hod a number of 60mm
mortar holes in the ground behind ther, Two 107mm rockets hit KRA fiR.. both
struck vehicles,

The enemy force had consisted of elements of two battalions of the 95C Regi-
ment which hnd attacked FSB ATRINSQN a few davs before,
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