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1. NAME AND TYPE OF OPERATIGN: An attack by fire against FSB Fort Defience,
Command Post of 2nd Squadron, 11th Armored Cavelry Regiment.

2. DATE OF ATTACK: 9 Zfpril 1970,

3., LOCATION: Reference Map Series 1607, Sheet Mumber 6232, XT504832,

‘ 4. PERSONS BEING INTERVIEWED: 1LT lark F, Selvidge, Assistant S-33 First
Sergeant Paul S, Curran, H Company; and various members of Headquerters Troop
and H Coxpany, 2nd Squadron,

5, TASK ORGANIZATION: Headquerters Troop, H Company, and Howitzer Battery,
2/11th ACR,

6, SUPPORTING FORCES: Iight fire teams, Blue Max (*.RA), artillery and
Shadow supported the defense,

7. BACKGROUND INFOR.IATION: Secand Squadron moved into FSB Fort Defiance on
8 March 1970, with the mission of continuing the Rome Plow cuts in eastern
War Zone C and destroying the ememy in the A0, Throughout March, the 2nd
Squadron interdicted the important Seigon - Michelin Corridor, Captured docu~
ments told the difficulties of the 50th Rear Service Group in supplying
Sub-Regions 1. and,5, During March, the eneay gradunlly increased his harass-
ment end economy of. force measures,
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) to 24 March, there were several enemy initiated attacks in the 1st
30d Squadrons! operational area, Although several main farce wmits of
bhe” 7th NVA Division were known to be in or near the 2nd Squadron A0, they

dere Not comnitted in large scale actions, Some Regimental personnel specu-
‘lated” that the attacks sgeifist the 1/11th and 3/11 ACR were designed to farce
the 11t ACR to shift the 2nd Squadron out of their own AO to reinfarce either
of the other two: squadrons. This action, it was thought, would. them oper up
thé supply lines that 2/11th ACR was’ blocking with their activity around Fort
Deflance, - - V ,

Since: the 2nd Squadron stayed in the corridar, the enemy accelerated the
harassment tactics in the latter part of March, Intelligence reports during
the period noted the upswing of enemy activity in the area of Fort Defiance,
-as the enemy moved more men and supplies in the area,

On 1 April, the Air Cavalry Troop, 11th ACR, discovered 30-40 individuzls
moving south along the Mustang Trail, The ACT visusl reconnaissance also

" noticed five trails used within the previous two days, and two bunker complexes
showing recent use, (This was in the 2/11th ACR AO0.)

3 On 2 April, E Troop made comtact at XT541902, H Company reiforced and killed

~ one NVA from the K6 Battalion, 7th NVA Division. There were no US casualties.
G Troop found three new Ti-46 mines on Highway 246, while Headquarters Troop
struck a mine on the same highway, domoging o MB8 but causing no casuclties,

On 3 April, the 4th Platoon of the 919th Enginecers (OPCON to 2/11 ACR) found

a cammmication wire crossing Highway 246 at XT475819, They began tracing the
wire when an cutomatic smbush activated in front of them, In the ensuing sweep,
3 they sighted ond killed an NVA, E Troop reacted to the sighting and, subse-
; quently killed another NVA,

On. 4 April, E Troop ¢nd G Troop had automatic ambushes activated, E Troop

] swept with negative results, but G Troop found two NVA killed, one AK-47 and

: one AK.50. F Troop found two Ti.-46 mines on LTL 13, - The same day, the 4th
| Platoon of the 919th FEngineers saw 10 NVA crossing Highway 246 near XT471821,

: The enemy wos engaged, but returned no fire, Near Highway 246 Headouarters

) elements were checking the communication wire found on 3 April, when they were
engoged in small arms fire, E Troop end H Componr rescted, but did not mrke
econtact, = : :

n 5 April, 4/919th Fhgineers made o broad sweep and received one RPG and
small arms fire at XT482819, The contact broke immedi-tely resulting in two
NVA killed and a RPG.7 ond RPG-2 launcher destréyed, On 6 April, F Troop found
an engt-west trall at XT408840, G Troop found commmicotion wire across High-
wey 246 at XT475820, H Compony found a week old bunker at XT516806, At
XT408840, E Troop's dismounted elements made contact, receiving B.40 fire,
There were neither US nor NVA casunlties,
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On 7 April, a G Troop ambush patrol ct XT464820 had a trip flare ignited 50
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ters from their position. They engaged 25 NVA who did not return fire,
e at first light netted 3 deed NVA, 1 AK-27, 1 US ,45 celiber pistol,
80 1bs of rice, 60 lbs of fish, 50 1lbs of suger, 15 lbs grein, 4 medical
cks, 30 NVA iniforms and packs, and documents, These identified the 50th
ar Service Group and 2154 Infiltration Group, which has surplied men to
4o 101st NVA Regiment in the past. The E Troop NDP received one 122mm roc-
-ket, olght 82mm morter rockets, end five RPG rounds fram the north which
wounded four US, Ilater, B Troop, at XT4{08856, received two RPG rounds in
.- front of a vehicle, Artillery and a light fire team supported, but there
- Were negative results, _

The increase of incidents showed the willingness of the enemy to engage US
forces in an -.attempt to free the NVA LOC to the south, The 2/41th ACR, in
the middle of these lines of communications, was » prime threot to the enemy
and an importent target to the NVA,

8, THE STAND.OFF ATTACK: Fort Defiance sits in the middle of an old forest,
now mostly overgrown with young jungle. The large trees, some fifty feet or
highor, remnants of the old forest, are spread thirty or fort- meters apeart.
The young upstart jungle covers the distance between them, In the roung
jungle many short trees, twenty to fortr feet high, have no bronches on their
lower two-thirds, Botween the shorter trees and competing with them for sun-
light, are large scrub bushes that spread over the area, while the tough
Savannah grasses carpet the jungle floor to o one foot height.

Fort Defiance is a 150 meter circle (diameter meesurement) in thc middle of
such an encircling jungle, The fire support base is surrounded br a five to
gix foot high earth berm of roddish-tan clay, Berond the berr forty meters
is crushed brush, flcttened bv the tracks gnd tanks, Bevond that is the

§ jungle, Another earth berm, olong an east-west axis, divides the FSB into

g northern snd southern helves,

In the southern helf, directlv behind the berm aris, is the Sanadron TOC,
The Howitzer Bettery spreads around the remainder of the southern semi-cirele,
In the northern half is the aid station and the conrunieation section, Behind
them, next to the exis berm, are two trenches, si -~ feet deep, which house the
troiler - hootches of the €O, S.3, Conrond Sergeont :ajor, ~nd Oncraotions
. Sergecnt, West of the zid station and trenches is ‘*he H Company Cowrand Post,
¥ (See sketch on opposite page, )

X In the northern half, on the east side behind the H Cowpanv CP, cre two field
tents which house the squadron maintenance personnel, The wen of the H Con-
parrr CP sleep under canvas attached to the tracks, West of the aid stotion
is the officers! tent, The men of the 2nd Howitzer Battery sleep south of
the TOC in smcll field tents. ifny troops in H Companm~ and Headquerters Troop
sleep by their vehicles under ponchos cnd ¢ nvas, All around the berm ere
the tracks of Headquarters Troop and the tanks from H Company,

At 0002 hours on 9 April, an intense mortar barrage hit FSB Fort Defiance,
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jb Iieutenant Mark F, Selvidge, on duty in tke Squadron TOC, heard the in-
coming rounds and immediately msde his way to the aid station to check on
casuglties, The troopers an guard duty imnedietely returned fire, The
tankers used HE rounds for maximm penetration of the thick jungle,

cap‘bs:ln Silvio J. Romero, from Regimental Artillery Section, observed the
Q:Btack and gave the following account: "CPT Richard W. Trageman, Howitser
‘Commander, reported to the Squadron Tactical Operations Center after
ﬂw ihitial romds. Then he retumed to the battery to check his personnel,
both ‘in the firing battery and on the berm, This he continued doing periode
10ally until on or about 0230 hours when he retired for thd evening,...I
estimate the rounds feceived by Fort Defiance in excess of seventy,"

=#rat Sergeant Paul S, Curren of H Company, seeing that a round had hit e
¢ ~tenmk and started a fire, accompanied a medic to help, While the medic ad-
. ministered aid to the two wounded men, 1SG Curran beat out the fire with his
flek jacket., When the fire resisted his efforts, he shoveled dirt on it.

The barrage intensified; besides 60mm and 82mm mortars, 107mm and 122mm roc-
kets began impacting within the FSB, Most of the men were safely in tracks
and tanks, returning fire. Four medics left the aid statiom to assist cas-
ualties, Two mwdies traveled in opposite directions around the berm, check-
ing the tracks and tanks for wounded, The other two checked the interior
positions, the tents and bunkers for possible wounded men, Tre serious
casualties were carried by litter to the aid station,

CPT Romero's account continues, "The reaction of the batterr was outstending,
Personaoel pramptly took cover end those close to the perimeter engaged with
emall arms fire, Within a few minutes the firing batlery was active snd
fired counter mortar fires, The Number 6 gun especizlly deserves sttention,
The gun is deadlined because the power pack is being repleced and a final
drive has not been received, The gun, however, can fire at certesin deflec-
tions and at high angle, In either case, all systems (traverse, elevation
and loading) must be operated msnually., To free the other three Howitzers
for firing HE, Number 6 was given the mission to fire self-illumin-tion, firing
charge 1 at a QE of 1125 mils, They did this, firing a total of 15-16 il~
Jumination rounds in a one hour period,"

Mearwhile, 1LT Selvidge returned from the aid station to the Squadron TOC and
reported the situation, He then started for the ald station agein, As he
passed the trench housing CSM Burkett's trailer, he sew PFC Williams, the S-3's
driver, PFC Willioms had been checking on evervone for flak inackets, steel
pots end weapons, He had iust reached CSM Burkett when a 82mm round hit the
corner of the trailer, throwing him to the bottom of the trench and killing
him, 1LT Selvidge saw him and called for medics and a body bag, The Command
Sergeant Major received shrapnel in the head from the blast. As he tried to
make his way to the aid station, another round impacted near him, ripping off
his right armm at the elbow,

In LTC Brookshire's track (6-6), which was on the northeast corner of the berm,
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’ one M-60 machine gunner was killed instantly by a RPG round, The H Company
57 medle, trying to pull the man free of the burning track, suffered burns on
" . both hends,

There were only two persons injured in the Howitser Bettery, both from minor
shrapnel wounds, Staff Sergeant Vientos was routinely dusted off 9 ﬁ,prll
The other man remained in the battery,

Despite the heavy barrage and counter fires, the troopers noticed RPG, AK-47
and ,51 caldber machine gun fire, However, because of the heavy fires, pre-
cise location of the fires origin was impossible except for the general
direction of north,

Within a short time, LTC Brookshire, 2nd Squadron Commender, eided by his S-3,
MAJ Frederick M, Franks Jr,, had obtained and was directing Shedow, light
Fire Teams and Blue I

The 2/11th Howitser Battery suffered several hits, The Number 6 piece was
hit by a B-40 round and the emtire ,50 caliber machine gun mount was blown
off, The Number 5 piece received two hits, One, a B..0 rocket, hit on the
right front, went through the hull, burned the track and penetrated the engine
compartment, where it demaged the water and electricsl systems and destroved
the final drive., The fire that ensued was quickly put out bv section person.
nel, The second hit was a 82mm round on the berm surrounding the piece., It
hit on the ammunition bunker; however, the USAF pallet and two levers of ssnd-
bags covering the top completelr absorbed the impact and there was no d:omege
to the ammunition, The Mmber 4 piece received en 82mm round on the berm suvr-
rounding the piece, A hot piece of shrapnel ignited one of the powder bngs,
starting a fire, Agein, prompt action by one of the crewnsn kept the fire
from extending any further, Additionelly, 16-18 more mortar and B-A0 rockets
landed in the battery area, causing minor damage.

First Sergeant Curran was kept busy by the rapid fire of H Compan», He ran
from tenk to tenk resupplying and redistributing the 90mm cenister and HE
rounds,

1LT Selvidge directed dust-off operations, Because the commender of H Compesnr
wes on R&R and the executive officer in Di An, a platoon leader assumed command,
To secure the medevac operation, H Compeny tonks cranked up and roared over

the berm to the Chinook pad, forming a tight circle while firing into the
jungle, 1LT Selvidge directed the medevac ships in and supervised the load~
ing of the wounded troopers, "For a while I didn't think the Comt-nd Sergeant
Major would make it," he commented., "But, finslly, the medical ship teme in,"

By 0015 hours, it was over; about 90 rockets =nd mortnars had landed in an
area of almost 17,000 square meters, The Squadron Co-mander estimated that
over 50 rounds impacted outside the perimeter, Two Blackhorse troopers were
killed, fifteen were wounded and dusted.off, Many troopers had slight wounds
from shrapnel, « -
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- The next moming at 0802 hours, FSB Fort Defiznce received three 107um roc-
kets. and three 82mm mortar rounds, H Company swept the area and found one
““bangalore towpedo, three B-41 rounds, 5 Chicom grenades, one rifle grenede,
three shovels, four canisters, B.20 fuses, five 107mm rocket launchers, assort-
ed. ‘boola, one AK-47, one SES rifle, and documents which identified the 165th
NVA Reginment, - -Interestingly enough, the rocket launchers, with an accurate
aof ,Om-# 000 meters, were within 300-200 meters of the fire suprort
" Romaro: feported, "Shrapnel found the following morning indicated
P 4hs 107m rockets were of the 'garbage can! type (over caliber).
v: lobbed in some of these heavy rockets, much of the counter mortar

h ,.,_f;‘fire paasaa ‘harmlessly over the rocket positions,
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