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APO SAN FlWTCISCO 96257 
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... ,;*~T," ~t;~ ~ ... i'n1»~ .Bepiri .. 

27 Ma¥ 1m 

:J\'~i'~~~~~t:. Vietnam 
.. , ATTN: . OariD.and Historian 

!PO Ban Francisco %37fJ 

TO: Headquarters 
Department of the ~ 
Am: O.C.M.H. 
Washington, D. C, 20)15 

1. NAUE AND mE OF OPERATION: An attack })y fire against FSB Fort Defience, 
C~d . Post of 2nd Sq~on, 11 th Armored Cavalry Regiment. 

2. DATE OF ATTt"CK: 9 l.prll 1970. 

3. IDCATION: Reference Hap Series 'Ii:J07, Sheet Number 6232, X'r504832. 

4. PERSONS BEING INTERVIl1'WED: 11T :Nark F. Selvidge, Assistant s..3; First 
Sergeant Paul S, Curran, H Company; and various mernbers of Headquarters Troop 
and H Co.:1pally, 2nd Squadron, 

5. TASK ORGAliIZATION: Headquarters Troop, H Company, and Howitzer Battery, 
2/11th ACR. 

6. SUPPORTmQ FORC:ES: I4.ght fire ~ams, Blue Max (-'~), artillery and 
Sladow supported the defense. 

7. BACKGROUND INFOKiATION: Second Squadron moved into FSB Fort Defian~e on 
8 March 1970, with the mission of continuing the Rome PlOW' cuts in easti&rn 
War Zone C and destroying the enemy in the ~W. 'lhroughout !.farch, the 2nd 
Squadron interdicted the important Saigon - Mlchelin CorridorI' Captured docu­
ments told·:the.difficulties of the 50th Rear Service Gt-oup in supplying 
Sub-Reglons-tend,5 •. During r1arch, the ene-,,. gradur.lly increased his harass­
ment end econau;y- ot· force measures. 
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. to 24 March, there were several eue.'1lY initiated etta.cks in the 1 st 
,~uadrcnst operetionel area. Although several main force tmits of 
··lWA III vision were known to be in or near the 2nd Squadron AD, they 
- OQJIDitted in large scale actions. Sc:Jae Reg:l:mental personnal specu-
, tll. attaCks aga1rist the 1111th and 3111 ACR were designed to force 

, ,ACR jiO sb.1ttthe 2nd Sqtia.dron out at their own AD to reinforce ,ai ther 
"" ctJ;her two:.sQ~s. n..ts aCt1cm, it~~1;h91JBht, 'Woul4 then oper up 
~ l.iD.es that 2/11th ACR was'blocking Wlth their activity around Fort 

, ~';~,:;f,::<Slnce;the 2nd Sq~ stqed in the corridor, the enemy accelerated the 
_t~;~~.haralJ .... t tactics in the,l:atter part of March. Intelligence reports during 

, ·i~,:'.the ~~ noted the upswing of enemy activity in the area of Fort Defin.llce, 
"'~:;'~'~'as the enenw- moved more men and supplies in the area. 

On 1 .April, the Air Cavalry Troop, 11th ACR, discovered .30-40 individuals 
moving south along the l-fustang Trail. '!he ACT vis'lL"!.l reconnaissance also 

. notioed five trails used within the previous two days, and two bunker cauplexes 
showing recent use. (ru s was in the 2/11 th ACR AD.) 

On 2 AJd,1, E Troop made contact at XT541902. H Canpo.ny reiforced and Jdlled 
one NVA fran the K6 Battalion, 7th NVA Division. There were no US casualties. 
G Troop found three new TM-46 mines on Highway 246, 'While Headquarters Troop 
struck a. mine on the s::ane highway, d.:!Illo.ging a M:l8 but causing no ca.su2.l ti es. 

Ck1 3 April, the 4th Pla.toon of the 919th Fhgineers (OPCON to 2/11 ACR) found 
a canmunication wire eros sing Highway 246 at XT4 75819. '!hey began tracing the 
wire wail an cutomatic ombush nctiv;),tcd iil front of them. In the ensuing swcep~ 
:they' ,igb-ted and killed £ID NVA,. E Troop reacted to the sighting :md, subs9-
qw.mtq killed QIlother NVA" 

. . 
On. 4 April, E Troop 2lld G Troop had automatic ambushes o.ctivnted. E Troop 
swpt with negative resul ta, but G 1roop fotmd two lo.TfJA killed, one J.\J.f:-47 and 
one .ALSO. F Troop found two ~:"46 mines on LTL 1.3. '!he S:J1!le day, ,the 4th : 
Plo:toon of the 919th Phgineers saw 10 NVA crOSsing Highwn;;r 246 near XTl,.71821 • 
.!.lbe EI1~ wns engaged, but returnod no fire. Near B'ighwa.y 246 Headc!Uarters 
elements 'Were checking the communica:tion wire found on 3 April, when they were 
engc.ged in smnll arms fire. E Troop ond H Compon:r re!:'.cted, but did not mr>ke 
c9lltaot .. 

(m: 5..&Pr1l, 4/919th Fhgineers mode Il brond sweep ,!lDd received one RPG and 
~o.1l EU,'mSf4'e at XT482819. The conto,ct broke im'1.ed.i".tely resulting in two 
NVA killed and n RPG..7 ond RPG-2 l'::'lIDcher destrOyed. Ch 6 April, F Troop found 
tllI. eo.:,.t.-~~t trail nt XT408840. G Troop fopnd ooumt.miC2.tion wire across High­
"'113'.246 at.XT4,?5820. H Compony found a week old bunker at XT516806. At 
.ff4088.4O, E. Trpapts dismounted elements ma.de contAct" receiving ~40 fire. 
~~:llere neither. US nor NVA cnsunlties. 

~ 7. Apr-il, n G Troop ambush patrol ct XT464~O had 11 trip fl..'1.Te ignited· 50 
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'.' from. their position. They eng8€"ed 25 NV A who did not return' fire. 
at first light netted 3 dead IWA, 1 .6Jf-l.7, 1 US .45 caliber pistol, 
Ibs of'rice, 60 Ibs of fish, 50 lbs o:f sugar, 15 J.bs grein, 4 medical 

.30 NVA tmiforms and packs, and documents. 'lhese identified the 50th 
... ' Service Group and 2154 Infiltration Group, which has sunplied men to 
:,'1;0 101st IVA Reg1Dient in the past. 1he E Troop NDP received one 122mm. roc­

. : .~ket, oight 82m mo~ rockets, and :five RPG rounds :from the north which 
',jl:ounded,tour us. later, E, Troop, at XT408856, received Wo RPG rounds in 

b-ont of; a vebiole.A:rtillery and a light fire team supported, but there 
were' negaUve results. 

'lhe increaSe o:f incidents showed the villingness of the enErllY to engage US 
:forces in an ,attempt to :free the NVA LOG to the Bouth. 'lhe 2/11th ACR, in 
the mlddle of these lines o:f communicRtions, vas 13. pr:Lm.e thre<"!t to the enemy 
and an important target to the NYA. 

g... '!HE STAL-m..OFF ATTACK: Fort De:fiance sits in the n:dddle of an old :forest, 
now mostly overgrown with young .1ungle. The large trees, so..'!le :fi:fty :feet or 
higher, remnants o:f the old forest, are spread thirty or fort- meters apert. 
'lhe young upstart jungle covers the dis tance between them. In the YOtmg 
jungle many short trees, twen~r to fort..,. feet high, have no brMches on their 
lover two-thirds, Between the shorter trees and competing with them :for mm­
light, are large scrub bushes that spread OT!er the area, while the tov{Sh 
Savannah grasses ce.rpet the jungle floor to ~ one foot height. 

Fort De:fiance is a 150 meter circle (diameter mee.sure'1lent) in the middle of 
such an encircling ,j tmgle. The fire support base is surrounded b;; a five to 
six foot high earth berm of roddish.-tan clay. Beyond the ben forty !:leters 
is crushed brush, flc.ttened bv' the tracks nnd tanks. Beyond that is the 
jungle. Another earth berm, along an east-west axis, divides t~e FSB into 
northern and southern he~ves. 

In the southern h£'~, directly behind the berLl aris, is the Saundron TOC. 
111e Hend tzer Bettery spreads Bround the rem.l'inder of the southern seld-circle. 
In the northern half' is the aid stntion ,:md the co,·punice.tion section. Behind 
them, next to the axis benn, are two trenches, si' feet deep, which ho'use the 
trailer .. hootohes of the CO, 5..3, Co".:",'nd Sergeont ~~'1.,i or, ,.-nd O:ooro.tions 
Serge2nt. ~st of the c.id stntion and trenches is ~'he H Co1'lpcny Co'Th-rond Post. 
(See sketch on opposite page.) 

In the northern half, on the ea.st side behind the H Compon~T CP, ere two field 
tents which house the squadron maintenance persO!l.:.'"lel. The '''en of the H CoIn .. 
pen.;" CP sleep under canvas attached to the tracks. l<Jost of the aid stf'.tion 
is the officers' tent. The men of the 2nd Howitzer Bntt~J sleep south of 
t~e TOe in smcJ.I field tents. i:feny troops in H Comp~r and Headqu~..rters Troop 
sleep b7 thoir vehicles Q~er ponchos cndc'nvns. All around the berm ere 
the tracks of HeadqUllrters Troop and the t..'1llks from H Corr>pnny. 

At 0002 hours on 9 April, an intense mortar barrD.ge hit FSB Fort Defiance. 
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Ileutenant :t-fark F. Selvidge, on duty in t:.e Squadron TOC, heard the 1n­
QOlIlJ.Il~g rotmds and immediately made his 'Way to t::'.e aid station to check on 

:.;<;wJualties. The troopers on guard duty ilD!!lediately returned fire. 'lhe 
.:.ta:nkersused HE rounds for maximum penetration of the thick iungle. 

Silvio J. Romero, from Regimental Artillery- Section, observed the 
,-.T..T .• I'O'" and gave the following accotmt: "CPT Rlchard W. Trageman, Howi t.er 

·,'lh,.,.:tEIrT C<nmander, reported to the Squadron Tactical (J>erations Center after 
.. 1ili tlal romds. ~EIIl he ret1:1lUed to the battery to check. his personnel, 

1tl the firing battery and on the berm. 1.'b1s ~ continued doing period ... 
~; .... v ....... o;y untJ.l on or about 02)0 hours when he retired for the evening ..... I 

t.1lI1J romda reoeived by Fort Iefi~ce in excess of seventy." 

'"1P'1rrst Sergeant Paul S. ~ of H Company, seeing that a round had hit a 
" • tank and started a fire, aocompanied a medic to help. lol1ile the medic ad-

, ministered aid to the tvo wotmded men, 1 SG Curran beat out the tire vi th his 
flak jacket. When the tire resisted his efforts, he shoveled dirt on it. 

1he barrage intensified; besides 60mm and 82m mortars, 107mm. and 122mn roo­
kets begen impacting wi thin the FSB. [.bst of the men vere safely in tracks 
and tanks, retuming fire. Fotn" medics left the aid station to asSist cas­
ualties. 1\.ro lIlW'dics traveled in opposite directions arotmd the berm, check­
ing the tracks and tanks for 'Wotmded. The other two checked the interior 
positions, the tents and bunkers for possible vounded men.. TI-:e serious 
casual ties were carried by litter to the aid station .. 

CPT Romero's account continues, liThe reaction of the batterr vas outstanding. 
Personnel promptly took cover and those close to the perirneter engaged with 
small arms fire. WI. thin a few minutes the firing b8.ttery vas active end 
fired cotmter mortar fires. 1he Number 6 gun especifllly deserves fl.ttention. 
The gun is deadlined because the power pack is being replE.ced and a fine~ 
drive has not been received. The gun, however, can fire at cert8in defleo­
tlons and at high angle. In either case, all systems (traverse, elevation 
and loading) must be operated manually. To free the other three Howitzers ,l; .. ,. 

for firing HE, Number 6 vaS given the mission to fire self-illumin~tion, firing 
charge 1 ilt 0. QE of 1125 mils. They did tl:'.J.s, firing a total of 15-16 i1- !.t 
luminntion rotmds in a one hour period. 11 ! 

tbaIIW'hile, 1 LT Selvidge returned from the aid stction to the Squadron TOO and '" 
reported the situation. He then started for the aid station Bg2in. .As he f 
passed the trench hOUSing CSM Burkett's trailer, he sa'W PFC Willil)JllS, the S-J fS t 
driver. PFO Wi.llitmlS had been checking on everyone for flak 5 ~ckets, steel 
pots end wapons.. He· had just reached 081,1 Burkett when a 82mm round hit the 
comer of the trailer, tbrQl.dng him to the bottom of the trench end killing 
bim.. 1 LT Selvidge sav him and called for medics and a body bag. The C(l!1)uand 
Sergeant Ma.j or rece! ved sllrapnel in the head from the blast. As he tried to 
make his va.y to the aid station, another round impacted near him, ripping off 
his right arm at the elbow. 

In LTC Brookshire I strack (6-6), vhi ch vas on the northeast comer of the berm, 
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There were an1;y wo persons inj urad in the Howi tsar Battery, both tr<E minor 
Shrapnel wounds. staff Sergeant Vientos was routinely dusted off 9 P.p11.1. 
.'l'he other man remained in the battery. . . 

Despite the heavy barrage and comter fires, the troopers noticed RPG, AL47 
~d .51 ca.lJ\ber machine gun fire. However, becaU8e of the heavy fires, pre­
cise location of the fire's Origin was imposSible except for the general 
direction of north. 

Within a short time, LTC Brookshire, 2nd Squadron Camnender, aided ~ his 8..3, 
MAJ Frederick M. Franks Jr., had obtained and was directing Shadow, Id..ght 
Fire Teems and Blue I-fax. 

1he 2/11th Howitser Battery suffered several hits. 1he Number 6 piece was 
hi t by a B-40 rotmd and the entire .50 caliber ms.chine gm motmt was blown 
off. The Number 5 piece received two hits. One, e B-LJ) rocket, hit an the 
right front, went through the hull, burned the track and penetrated tile engine 
compartment, where it dmnaged the water and electric?l syste.'llS E'lld destr<r<red 
the final dr1 ve. The fire that ensued waS quickly put out by section person­
nel. The second hit vas a 82nm round an the berm surrOunding the piece. It 
hit on the ammunition bunker; however, the USAF pallet and tvo leyers of send­
bogs covering the top completel::r absorbed the impact and there was no d::nt...ge 
to t."le ammunition. 7he Number 4 piece received an 82uP.l round an the berm svr­
rounding the piece. A hot piece of shr .. qnel ign1 ted one of the pOl<rder bngs, 
starting a fire. Again, prompt action by one of the creW"!~n kept the fire 
from extending a:ny further ~ Addi tionally, 16-18 more mortar and B-'~O rockets 
landed in the battery crea, causing minor damage .. 

First Sergeant Curran was kept busy by the rapid fire of H CCJl'lpan~r. He rBll 
fram tenk to tank resupplying and redistributing the 90mm canister and HE 
rounds. 

1 LT Selvidge directed dust-off operations. Because the cOJa'Ulllder of H Compt'lny 
We'.S on R&R and the executive officer in Dl An, a platoon leader aBl1.llll.ed camm8nd. 
To secure the medevac operation, H Compeny tcJlk:s cranked up and roared· over 
the berm to the Chinook pad, forming a tight circle while firing into the 
jungle. 1 LT Selvidge directed the mooev(l.c ships in and supervised the loaa.. 
ing of the wounded troopers. "For (I. while I didn't think the Com:ccnd Sergeant 
VJQj or would moke it," he cCDmented. !lBut, finally, the medical ship' eeme in. It 

By 0015 hours, it was over; about ~ rockets and mort!U"s had landed in an 
area of almost 17,000 sque.re meters, The Squadron Ccp.mander esti.mated tlHtt 
over 50 rounds impacted outside the per1.meter. 'IVo Blackborse troopers were 
killed, fifteen were wounded and dusted-off. Many troopers had. slight wounds 
fran s~apnel. 
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'!be nert mOmiDg at 0802 hours, FSB Fort Iefl!-'Jlce received three 107mm roc­
kets,and three ~ mortar rounds. H Company swept the area and found one 

':bangalore torpedo, three :8-41 rounds, 5 ChicO!l1 grenades, one rifle grenEl,de, 
,:{~:three shavels,four canisters, B-20 fuses, five 107mm rocket launchers, assort­
f:.:it~8d" ~.:,}Xle ~7 ,OB$ SIS rifle, and documents which identified the 165th 
,:;;>;~~:lffA:JJe~~rntarestingljr enough, the ,rocket launchers, with an accurate 
'~~'~'·i{~;J;~i~'!.'~?f09J'lJI8terS, were within 30o..tOO meters of the. fire sup"'ort 
,1t?#~,1b~&I~)~,!~ {~prted,' IfShraPlel fO\Dld the follo,dngmorrun.g indicated 
·;~~:'~~tt'tl&t::;.";;;¢",:L ",,1&7mm roQltets ".~ of ~e 'garbage can' type (over caliber). 
";:As',th&J~~{l99beain some of these heavy rockets, much of the counter mortar 

,'fire" pU8e'4 haNlessly over the rocket pas! tions. 
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