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1. Tb8 attached. tDtemn w.s c!D!uGted v1th CPT ?.alpb. A. M1l.es, 
~, L ~oap CcImtaJ:I:Ier fraa ::&:1 to October '970. 'nw intor­

't'1ev 11M ocaducted b7 ~T Riohard J. House, 28th H1li t.ar.Y H13tory ll!t­
tuI at, at tho .~ orn.oe 1n the TOO buUd1ng. 

2. 'lbt tIpI •• reoarded CD both a1.des at a speed. ot 1 7/8 IP3 (Jl a 
Sc:a;r (.tiQII&1) 'l'O-)SO tIpe reot.rd.:r. 
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6 NOV 1970 AVIa-WE 

St113JJOOT. &it Interv:iev 

The rollou1.ng 1s a transcript of the interview. 

Q.,1estiOl'U 

What 1s your goneral. evaluation of your aas4.,rtme nt as a commander, includ­
ing job requ:i.rem.enta,. tenure at coounand, and personal qualificati0D8? 

.Ans'N8r1 

l>J;y eTaluatim or l'dIY' job as a ca:nmander as tar as job requiremeabs i.8 wry 
81mple. bre _re no unexpected jobs that I haAto do as an al"IIlOr troq) 
oamnan.der. I was first HIlT, 3/11 th A.CR CC'IlJIIUUlder tar iII:J.rH montba, and 
then mwed to L Troop Ca-.I'llAD&tr for the nut 1'1..,. months. 'l'be temIre ot 
camnand varies d1raetly vi th the amount of oontaot the C01'lIl\IIJlda" is en­
glged in. As you get :lAto acre OOlltaota, you bat'e .. tencUm07 to t..aIc!t mcrr.-e 
oh&noes. I found. I V8B doing thinp at thAt end of Ir3' oonnalld that I 1fOUld 
not ilaw dona at the beginrl:Lng. 1ft p8rscmal qu&11tioatiaos are a little 
unique. I've been in three branohes of the seniae - the Mar1ne Corps, 
t.be Air Force, ar¥1 the Army. I came to the .Ari.q in 1963, e.d I took OCS 
in 1964. I 'W8Zlt to :fart KD.ca: as a reOOl1 platoon l.e.Id8r. Af'ter there I 
'Went to ~ as a tank 0CIl;)any' cQlIMa11.de.r wh1ch I performed fC'lr tift 
months. Fnm there I came to Vietna. I was modavaDed. f'ran. the Aahau 
Valley back to the states. I Q8JJIe back to teach at the A1'mar School. 
m:l to go to the Career Course. I returned to Vietna in January of 1970. 
l{f total laJgth of t1na and service is thirtMn ,.&l'8. Prior to oClld.ng 
into tho aerv1ce, I attended \iestm1Dister Colloge tor two and .. half' years. 
1111 34 years old. 

~e.t1oru 

During your oClDmaDd, wh.o.t have your general m:Lss1ons been 1 How did you 
acoaJt>lish these miBs10nB 1 

.AIurnr. 

1fT lII1aa:1on 'W8B aa4 has be_ B1Dot be1Dg a c~r tor the 11 th Cay I to 
t1nd the butards so that s..... oould pili CIb I In aclampllsh:1Dc this 
Dliss1ca., I haw aotu&lly bad JDy platooas set up 1a 1m NIJ> and. reOGll 011 
toot 1Iben the terrain did not pena:1t ... ~)r SV'R1ll..... I haft ... _ 
pUshed Gordon mi aearoh, recon in t ... , and .... ah &Dei de8trfq'. f'1WI 
was ~ in CaIIbod1a vba".. .. vated to dutroy the .!WIIT' 8 auppl1e. 
and troops. To vnp it all up, thwre 111 no .et pattem to aoccmpl:1ah a 
mi.s1c. What yau ha .... to do !.AI o_:1c:ler the t.ta., plaae and a1 tuatioa. 
Then ~ II&ke your evaluatiGil and put the word out to the troops as to 
what will be e:xpeoted or thOOl. Th1s is lIU)8t important. The gtl11J ha .... 
t.o knO'll what to expect. 

~stian: 
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JlulWrI 

I 'IDB1' bo a little prejudiced on this question, but r :feel that L 'Irftap 
didi .. outstanding job at aU t1mas. I just carried. on a trad11d.on of 
the OCIBDlIlldera before _. I V8Dted to gift them. .aneane they oould roly 
on at all tiaes. '!be troops did it aU. -l'7 time I van'Ad to move 
theY' moved. You cannot maintain an aloof ott1oer-&~ rolationship in a 
cClllbat zone. I neYEtr bad one trooper act disrespectful aga.iruJt me. 

QJ8stion. 

What hu been 8cae ot tho aignificant enemy action during your otnllllld 
and. how did the troop react to eaoh 1 

Auar. 

I __ t t try to aae1lW this .-stion in any pa:r1;1ou1ar order. I think it 
was 34Jptember 3rd I 11&8 mad.Dg along the edge at • SQI41 beh1Dd. a wbiole 
that was being tow.d. I was trying to .aCOl"t it back to the UllP. M.r 
track took ) aPG rolDis. I had told the froa.t wb:1cl.. to mon out bee 
oaua8 it ws a bad ue.. So thel'1t I waa Td.th a dead t..rllCk, am. the reat 
or lIV platoClUJ back up tl,. road about a cl.iak and a hal..f. The speed wi til 
lih1cb tb8y reacted to help ue out was pereooaJ '7 dgnificant to me at the 
time. Then 1n the Cabod1la ~a1gn, I was esoorting Rome Plowa. 'lbt 
firat d.IV' the 8D111J¥ bit the ... Pl_ with RIB's and then AK fire. Tho 
next dal' ... put AA' 8 in the Galt aDd f'o,pd 2 dead CIIDIQ'. Dur1.ng tbI ten 
dIqa w went there_ we I:f.l,lJtd 1) ..... 10 our CRltl. en our lItq hick: to 
({VH, _ WIlt through an area just aOllthwllt of War ZoDa D in the Tm Uyen 
PrOT1nce. In that area .. enoouatered haa"l" va activity. em- CCIltMta 
wre al-.va .... a 1Itre_ bed wbere food was readily available. CD.e thing 
1'8w notioed about the ..." be III OCIIIJJ back to where he was.. once he 
tl11.Dk8 .'re Ktia£ied that it's aat.. The b1cgellt I was inYolved in 1RItS 

in Cambodia. Abotrt the 20th of JaDa.. A col'l'lVT CICIId.ng down the road f'rCl!l 
FSB 3ula to rsa Oolorldo(wbere I was), and as aabuahed. I bad eDt pla­
toon 8WMpiDg south and two platoons in the FSB. I called lfI'/ s.voad pla­
toon and. bad ~ .et _ se .. ooul.d break up the aatbwsh. Qa 0Ul" way 
aut, .,..,. t1re from betWHll the tv. FSS'. was eo heavy that I ordered 
the eeoond pl.&toon 1ato & left naak eo that the enemy was cut ott tram 
reachiDg the rtad. I had plazmed to bring aaothR platoon w.t ot my NDP 
anoe I V&8 .. ttled. IkRM'YR I I deci&td to 1e.... them at the FSB to pro­
tect the equ1pmant. I r..a:l.ned in my flank aDd let ti,o &rtUlAQey work 
the are~ Generally we had .. good dq. 

~estiolU 

110uld you like to CO!l1llont on tho troop IS l'0E1 .was it adoquate to acca'l­
plish tho mis.si::m? liould:rou raco: lr,1'.md any Cllane;asl 

i '1 '; !',. 
' ...... i • 
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SUBJECTs hlldt Interview 

.A11SWr2 

";,Ie are p.resent..l7 undergoing a TOE modii'ieation in which It m gi v1ng my 
recCIIIlMmdati0n8 1ft o~aati0D8. I t .. l that the vaG-12 is not the 
be.taIlJIMtat~ in a caubat vehiole whioh wlll 1M out roughiDg 1t 
in rucr{ed terrain. I as a Troop Comm.ander prefer to haw 2 V:ic-46 t l. 
The VRC-12 1. too sene1tiw to be bOL\DOina U"ounc1, wblreu it is per­
toot for m;r CP track in the rear. The 577 should haft GI1lI vnC-12, one 
VrtC-6, IDd .. OX Reee1wr. It tho mtr.lfunctiona of the 548 oaa be w0r­
ked eut,. I. ~!»Dk 2 should go to e.,h platoon. They ... a VC'1 ya.luable 
and. WOrt.ll1lb1l8 whioJ.e when tt.y are tunot:Lonal.. I pre.1'er the regular 
M-79 and Car 15 to the DBli ocdJimd M-16 and H-79 weapon. 'l'"ney are 
mare tl.exJ.bJ.a as 1.nd1. rtdual weapons. Ii' there i. CGa 1 tem. to be added 
to the 'rOE, I at:ror.agl;r rClO<l'Dm&nd the ole-style headset. By wearing the 
haadset, 700 are more cantortable and you. blend in with the rest of the 
troop. Th:ls \ItJUl.d add to 1t1lgev1ty of llf'e. You would need 2 per pla­
toon to protect the platoon leader and sergeant. 

\.JUestiuu 

Do you ha'V9 aay ocananta on ma1ntenc1oe and logist.1.oa? Would you reoan-
1II8nd any chtrng'8s? 

All fa-d eB ma:tnteDllllQe goes, yoo. don't nHd the ma1nteDDCM you _ed the 
'Mat and p8'ta.. Wit did haw d11'flcul t,. getting s_ parte. itlen we ware 
in Cambod.1a .... OUZO supply lines wre extended to the max, we reotived 
su:ppl1ea in 8ft:Q'tlb1nl tr .. a LOU to a CartYOy'. '!'he pollay of handing in 
old parts to get DeW 0lW8 18 raul ty especially-~ batteri .. aN con­
cel"Dftd. How oaa you run your tracks wh1la tho batteries are bo1nc1 re­
placed? I'. clc to He that hia:h ..-ta11tT 1tau1 are f1llall'1 able to 
~ kept in Ita. Spl"OCJketa tor & Sheridan UMd to tu. .3 days to get, 
w.re DOIf ma1.nteDanae serge.ts oan keep spare fHta en hald. 

Q.l8st1OJ:U 

ll1d the train.1.ng that your officers reooived pricxr to ooming to Vbtnam 
prep&1'" them for lead.ersh1p in Viotaal;t? 

A.at~, any ini'on:ta't1on you r,~cGlft and 'cake to heart will pro:)a.re :rou 
for load8rehip. Tw of ury of.fioera ware students of mine at Fort nox., 
I told them that "you are the leader, you vlll mako the decisions, o-u.t 
you lOU discount no one in :"laking t!1.at d,,;cision. 3cneone lllli\Y' i":.avo only 
been here one da;'! longer Ill1d knows :lor"~ a.1oUt thG situation. '~bc li:J;.r­
tenant.s I ~ceiV9d wo e excel.lont.ne is 11:')14 a. troOjJ c:)MnA"1der. 

"', - -, 

.... 
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Question. 

It haS been said that the ,:mny lacks effective middle l'IIIIlUIgement pGrsoo­
ell. ;cfould yt)tl like to oOf"l"1ent on this statement? 

.A.IlSWrt 

I think r~..6 to E.-8 1s too broad of a. spread to consider. CI1e of my platoon 
sergeants vas (;rante,,! a direot commission, and thaT called the ot.lwr OIW 
IIthird LieutAunt". Where w ere lacld.ng and wbare we are taki.ng up the 
slack 18 in the 3-5 and ;,::-6 range. Th& IICOO sohoo 1 bas done a great dM1 
to fill the void. Tho only wealmess aU of thED haft is their lack 'Of 
selt-oOllt:l.d.:ncs. A.fter they re&1.1ze they1re running thB track, then they're 
aquaNd 81tIay. This is the o.nly place in the Arr.q wblitre ths EM are refer­
red to as conmandera. l-~ First Sergeants haw betm great. 

How would you evaluate the overall performance of your ZH? 

I have had .very raoe, creed, and color in my troop, and yet when too tbIiI 
came to do the job it was done perfectly. They do the job not l'I't8inly be­
cause theytre shO'Kl.rlg their allegiance to AmeriCA, but rather to the guy 
next to them 'Who' s in just as deep as they are. 

Ql»sticnu 

iJhat ertecta have W8a:tlm' and terrain bad on tile usa of arm.or? 

Sraet~s 1DU can go, 8CIIlatimM you can I t. 110 matter What th4t terrain 
looks l.:1.ke,wWtfJfJ it'a poe1t1veq ~08sibl •• it'a al~ beat to giTe it 
a try. ID 80ft t.erraiu you haft to be c&retul not t'O track the "hiela. 
L, other lIal"<iB, don't follow the track in front ot you. It & whole pla­
toon or troop tries th1a" at laut one or the whicles w:LU be bellled up 
in t..h8 mud. I haft fOUDd. that the Sh8r1dan does' a fair jab of buating 
jungle evan though it wasn't dCNIi£ned for it. The SharidaD cbaDgea gears 
JD8DY mare ~ than the AfJAV. I would l:1ke to see the ADA' aqtiwed with 
the Sheridan-type track 1fhioh h8B the double cont.r guide. You haft to 
rea.U7 pr8C'\ioe t'O throw a track on a 3her1dan. Saut1me.s w move through 
high grass whiob is covering hugo rooks that will cau.se a track to b8 
thrown V8ry- easily. The Pink Teams OOlllO in handy in these situa:Moll5. 
They can htllp guide 113 around ff,lQl!tpS and bomb craters that a rre ean t t 800 • 

. 10 the rain has not l-:indered '1!Jt operat-i 0::15 at all. 
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SUBJECT. md. t Interview 

~st1onl 

How wuld you characwrizo the artille1"7 and air support. which you re­

ceived? 

_wr: 

It was quick effioient, and I had the greatest canfidenoe in where it 
was going to' land.. I bad air .trilIa s lIhere I oould see the taoes of 
the pUota as they ba.nked to make another run. AlBo Vietnamese pilots 
made & run tor us wbioh was vary ei'faotive. To sum it up, I haw no 
qua.1.ms of oalling on artilla::y 01 air support at ~ tiIae. 

QuestiCilI 

What cOllllUUltct do you lia: ... 011 tho ARVN W11ts you haw worked with? 

The J..1vtf units I have worked With have been aee1,caal.(RF) and PapuJ..ar(PF) 
faroca. In the Tan U;ven Prov1nca there 1s a oClllpaRy"-size farce of which 
0_ or two platoou lI1"e pretty good. You ha'n to look at tbitH III8l1 in 
~ light 18 which they are trained aDd operate. They are 001-.D oit1-
S8DII who go out ad soldier tor a pariod ~ ttra.. ibm 1t gets to be 
.3 or 4 .'cloak they look to go mae to proteot their f8ll1.q. It is sa.­
U.s dltf:lnl t to get them to do lIbat you waat. Thea is the lquage 
b8'l'l'1er to oontend vi th and an ethnio barrier. I ha.ven' t had the ohance t. actual.l:l' .... k nth the regular ARVN soldier. From what 18ft .. en, the 
:<.F '. are fttl"e_ly imprflrl:ng. 

Qust10al 

F:l.r8t* the VC .. I'd .'" his tra1n1ng ill exoell.mt. If he doesn't learn 
his lesson iJIIil, he get.t ldJ.led.. 'l'h8 tactics of the VC are stealth and 
aubwrsica.. Their WllPCDJ range fran. the Alt-47 and the XCM1 A n1il:M all 
the "Iay' clowD to a out \If,mod1f1ed M-1 rine and the 30lb ooncrete haneioO 
made mine. H18 log1st1os are right at hO!lMt. It he i8 going out to hit 
sc:aeone he eats before he leaves. I can't say anything abOut the morale 
because I haven't had that clos8 enough of contact. Except, when they­
're out in the ,roods and oan I t get back tl the village for ohow their 
morale gaIN lAI\Y down. Their equipmont is va;rled. l'd like to point 
out that tl'ay get far tf)o much A":\~rican equipment. I haTe always found 
the training of t~:o llVA soldier to be very good. The 'NA soldier will 
stand and fight. He'll come after y::m in tho rubber I whereas the 'Ie .. till 
definetly w111 tr;' t;) aV.:id :rou in ~':1~ r')bbe". '["nair ;;:uJ.pon3 consist 

.- ~ ...... ~ .. '" . 
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~.ti_2 

To what use do the ve/UVA. put terrain, weatt.r, and our IlWltakeS? 

Answra 

Tbay use terrain by trawling where we oannot travel, A. lot ot times 
thtty mako t.b.eir mares in 1nclell18nt .;eather to wash a::;ay tbair tra:Us and 
COftr the noise. r don I t ball..,.. the enemy 18 as quick to take advan­
taga of our mistakes as an al.lied torce is. If you go tr.rou.1h an area 
the sane ilfl¥ many times, (''harlie Will be .IUting tar you with a m:.i.DII 
80anor or later. You da.tml1tJ.y have to vary ycru:r lfmoduB operenda. It 

QwNJtion: 

Bow do you as8e88 the enemy's anti-tanl~ capabUity at this time?'mat 18 
the trend ot thAs capability? 

A.l:ItJwr, 

AI I said betare, the RPG lad 11-40 roaJatt laubcher be gooc1 w8p0118. I 
beUe'n their real .. in the hole i8 the m.1.:u. I 0D1y 1.t two an in 
WIT two tours, ad beth e! thoee MIl were ldlled on the .... 15rack by 
the lame...... 'f'Iw RPO _ baa • publ" l..nor jut 1U::e ..,._, and the 
tfrat th:f.JIr8 btl tbiJIlaI .r atter pull 1 Dg that trigger 15 getting away. 

~.tiCIIU 

What vera ,..our peretaal reac't1ous to the Cambod1an (~)f,~ration1 

IV personal. reaoti01U1 to Csdod1a are that it waa a good shenl and. I I m glad 
I was thsre. Itw bee lucky to be in moBt o.f the big one.. I was at 
QuNon, I was in Hue tor m of 68, I was at the Aabau V&ll.e, in 63, and 
f1naJ 11 I W88 in ClDbodia. Although we didn't t1nd. eftr;yth1ng we wanted 
to, we did quite a bit 01 cLamage to their supply lJ.nes. I firmly belina 
that an oparatica l1lce cambodia should ldcked off again prior to our with­
drawal. trca Vletona. We hurt tJwm so bad that it has taDll thlm qu1..te 
.,tUJ.. to rebu:Ud their forces to launch attacks against tree-world for­
ces. I think the price we paid to go into Cambodia we worth the results 
we got. The best dlafense is a ~ood offense, so I think w sh:mld hit em 
then leave em. 

. ' 
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