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This is a study of en acticn in "Thich the oosic Clllluevor eleoent of any Armored 
Cavalry unit - a. platoon - was engaged. The study ws directed at discovering just 
whttt the platoon did ns it fought the Viet Cong rold wns not intended to pass judgeaont 
on the Modified TCliE under which the platoon was operating, or designed. to cast llSpor';" 
sione on rxly of the part icipmt s • -. . 
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, 1. Intrcductian. lr om. e -.atudlr of a platOCll iii"" 
a.ction involving elements 0 B' t. A 1:501000 map of 
the ambush area (Annex: B) , . . e cluded in this report 
to aaSist the reo.del" in vi . di8p081ti6D 111 the k:l.ll.1ng 
zone" . .. 

The report was prepared by a study of the publications listed in Annex A and 
personal interviews of officers and men involved in the action. 

The narrative ends when the 1st Squadron reaction force arrived at the ambush 
site. At that time the platoon reverted to troop control and the small unit action 
became a equadron size operation. 

Though there was no one individual timing the entire action, a sequence of 
events was established during the interview as follOW's: 

1025H - Ambush initiated. 

Appr.xx:imate1y 1030H - Light Fire Team arrives and begins to attack. -- ,-- ...---
Approximately 1039H - FlOO's ccnduct air strike. 

Approximately 1045 - F5's conduct air stri~e. 

Approxilllately 1100H - 1st Squadron reaction force beginS to arrive. 

2., Background Infomation. 

a. General. Operation ATLANT.\, which began on 20 October 1966, was the 
operation in which the llth Armored caval.r7~ent @J.eared,securedandoccupied 
a base caL'l.p, vicinity ot Long Giao, IT 449~ kUaneters south ot SUaD Loe, RVN. 
The CCllVa, of 2l November was /Epe ot the aye moving supplies, equip:lent . 
and men tr<n the staging area at Lcng Binh to base camp as OperatiCll A'l'LJ~A pro-
gres8~ S I" 5';"" (/"11.{ {.:-,; p 

The convo.T "WaS quite large, ccnsisting ot a minimum ot~ vehicles not counting 
tlle n1.ne ACAV's in the escort platom. Units that had. vehi s in the conva, 
included Headquarterf {tJld Headquarters Troop, 11th Armored Caval.ry, 28th Military 
History Detachment, 33rd Chem1.cal Detachment, 11th Armored Cavall7 Ta.ct:Lcal Air 
Control Party, SUst MUitar.r Intelligence Detachment, 48th Transportaticn Group, 
6th Transportation Battalion, as well as olcents ot the 51, S3, and S4 statr sec­
tions of Headquarters, 11th Armored CavaJ.ry. 

b v Escort. The conva, escort CQ'1sisted ot nine iu:.AV' 8 l.Dlder the 
camnand of lLT Ne111. eltnerOSU8251, a platoon leader in Troop C, 1st Squadroo, 
11th ArmoredCaval.ry' Regment;. The escort platoon was a canposite unit consisting 
of tour vehi~ fr~e 1st Platoon and tour fran the 2nd Platoon, Troop C. 
The 'l'W'it~hicle (frC1!l Tr~ 1st Squadron) ..,o.s-~' ene ot the des­
igna.ted escorts, but LT Keltner--,-notic1ng this vehicle in the convoy, made it part 
of his escort unit. The composition of the escort then became tantamount to one 
armored caval.ry platoon. 

Thl.~ convoy had. been origina.l.ly scheduled to depart at 0700H, but changes in 
the aS3ignc.ent of escort vehicles dela.yed the departure untU apprax:imate~ 0920.) 
LT Keltner was not given the escort mission until 0840. ~. 

J.T Keltner orglll'lize:1 his escort by pla.cing two J\C.W's at the rear or the ~O"l-­
Yay, and "':,wo te':\.lllS of two ACAV's each t7,ren1y placed fran trent to rear witi.1:i.n t:le 
C0:l'tro:r • LT Kelt~f3r's vehicle was m:th the t.ea."!l. of' tw~ ACA7 t s ~-1thin the convoy 
tj,lat was clos€.3-t to the front of the colurm:> Fra:il f.l."O'llt to re:!" I the ~lehlcles were 
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ided as' foUows: C22, ond C25 toU"".d by trucks; C16, ,'.34, C10, TruCks; C13 

land C1S, Trucks; and ~lIm' JIb 
The convoy was c ler fran the tlme it departed 

the staging area until 't d se camp. Preplanned artillery 
support was available to the convoy, however, the escort platoon was not Slfare of 
it. The convoy escort camnander made radio contact with the Forward Air Controller" 
,(Captain Robert Smith, U5AF) prior to the convoyls departure fran. the staging area. 
Captain Smith continuaJ.ly kept the 1st SC"Uadron TOC appraised of the progress of 
the convoy through periodic location reports. 

:3. The Actions of the Convoy and Convoy Escort During the limbush. 

a. Convoy Escort. 0The escort canr"..and~-. received warning of a possible 
ambush when his vehicle was Lless than 1,000 yards \J'rom the ambush site and the lead 
vehicles of the column we!e Just caning abreast or the ~bush location. LT Keltner 
L"llmediately notified the ACAVI a in the escort platoon. LHe was unable to contact 
the lead vehicleJ As he canpleted his warning call to tne escort platoon, the 
lead vehiclc, C:"i2, called to ask permission to open fire as he was receiving small 
arms and automatic \-Ieapons fire. LT Keltner told him to fire. The time was 
l025H. As the column continued to move east toward Xuan Loc, LT Kelt~ ordered 
his vehicle to ~ploy reconnaissance by" fire into the banana tree area. } As soon 
as LT Keltner opened fire, a mortar round landed behind him and directii in front 
of tqe.. vehicle to his rear, A-34. LT Keltner cont\nued moving ~ard Xuan Loc 
whil~iring into the vegetation on the south sidAJof the road.bJ.His pl~was to 
attempt to move the convoy through the ambush area as quickly as possibl~ By this 
time about half of the convoy (and two groups of J...CAV' s) ... through theldlling .. 
zone of the ambush and was beyond the Xuan Loc (east) end of the ambush. 

As the front portion of the convoy passed the ambush site the west section of 
trucks led by C-l3 and C-1S came abreast of the lei 11 ing zone of the ambush. Just 
prior to that time C-1S and C-13 had received LTJ{eltner' s warning and had monitored 
the lee.d vehicle'S call that it was under fire. \.The crew on both vehicles began 
firing as their vehicles came to a point on the rOad opposite the west edge of the 
banana grove;) Their fire was returned imoedintely by small anus and automatic 
~rom:t>oth sides of the road. The heaviest fire, however, came fr01:l the 
~~I!i~'Of the road, as it did throughout the ambush.. Tho M-60 gunners OI)...--C-lS 
s- ~rtlS fire and grenades being thrown at the trucks in their area and,~, 
tinued to ;:,ove tOW'ard :{uan Loe. Uithin t\".enty-five yards after opening fire, -1 \ 
was hit by a recoilless rifle round at the extr~e rear of the track on the ri ~ 
side of the ramp quite close to the bottaa of the ramp. This round produced no 
ill effect on the crew or fi:,hting capability of the vehicle. C-1SI s cre\'l con­
tinued to engage the enemy as it moved to the east. Uithin 15 seconds, C-1S was 
hit again by recoilless fire near the engine compartment on the right sid~ of the 
vehicle. Though the vehicle was stopped, all guns nued fi Sergeant 
Scobey" the vehicle cornr.;umder then discovered the vehicle was on fire. He ordered 
the Cr6W to evacuate the vehicle. The crew helped erge co ho, though he 
had beE.'l'l seriously wounded, bad continued to cOtlllP..nd his crfllrl) out of the AC:"V. 
C-lS was then out of the fight. 

The oth~r ..:Ddf of the two ACii.V team with C-1S was C-13. li.lmost immediately 
after opening fire p.nd receiving fire froo the runbush, the crew observed the three 
tl'U:::~·:1 i.J::lDediately an<;}ad of the:n receive hits by small arms, gr~a1es eI.'.d recoilless 
rifle or mortar fi:r-e 7' Q::-l:3 moved: i.N'le4.i.iil.*ie1r cum poSitionei its~lf to CQ\t'e,r tbe 
trtltlt, under fire carUJl~ I1on! the right (sout") Si<le of t'Je second truck to its 
fl'cnt, hS :l.~J r;J.')"Ted P~o~g side of the tn:.ck, the : .. CiN received a round of eithc!" 
reei)'l.:.1eu .):'i~.e 0:- r'l.'Ol'ta.t' fire that blE!'-f of.f the risht g\L"1 sbie:'d and ,killed th! 
~1I., \tIJ'tJh.1i\ 1:.hn·t, '~condss t.he.. k.AV l"(c~l..,eJ. ,t 1~4St, f~l' 1'011:118$ C'if rk.O):' ...:..~:> .. ; 
:7'':'.~.~ =:::_~n .. :: .. ;.. .. ~ ··~:..·:·t·:_~J1 .. 1 .. ="5. ~c; :,:')ve ,*,(:«'''c .. r·~~.~ .. ,(14(\:~ .. ,C,:) ':"':"1t l't lift·~cn ~ .. ; ... ~~,;~ iI-or .. ~.:.!!e 

~;c~\.'nd. t.rue::,· / C···-l3 ~ w;-:'::'c;- '- ('l:1t.~L i1ued L· r:'m:.:t!:e \.~:'3 9.."1'':~Y e~T";;:' "r1 th t he a:': L.b·", (Te">I·'. 

\~"'.c~.sd) :.": .. ~8.'.1 :.'d en,:ther T<'t.::nd st[l.r~J.::.nJ; ..l. .:-1.:'1'} i:;'. '. ~ ~ e:~,!i:."';:- -:;;:~Fn.rtc·.f,',t. ~ i::.-:'::'e " 
t,:r,,~ ""'.~l12.cLc W·3.3 bUl'ni:lg .• t~le drj.vel' 'v.'AS a';:.~} ;~:") :..'10· ... ,3 i::h':'-lt 1..5 :::L!!::c:.'Stt::~~ 0.:A\:1; 
J •. ,_ "-"1' ,·_r.,---' j'''' .... 1"" (~"',.. a,..t t' A.;··:···· ,. b--' .I.\.." ,:-" h- 1 r ,-+- , .. '.~ '.'_~";;'" ,. ;,.t lJ~.I;t .. ~I_ ...l •• ~u.c:.M...l ' . _ '-' \ ":"~ v. P;.J J 1" C .... I, •• 1", ' • .::t .... l "'" '3 v_ .•• ·... V>J ... ('"" .... :. ...:.t;::· .... _ oyG-..... ~. lJnj. ora 
~ n"~ ~~.'fl'." :Vl.Il to aO?!'dc':J i:,o Dt1.'rlng t.,1.: .. ::l j:'''~':.:'<l nGver c:;c~ cijd ~1:<J c·rC'N' otop firL"1g. 

As C-13. and C-1S were eng.?,ging the enerw in the killing ZO::1p., LT Ke.i:'ner was 
moving the l§';'id portions of the conv()~r tJvlMd luan Loc. Me"n:'ih:.le Se~g3~ Scobey . . . 
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I · · ,bn C'-18 cdlled the JUatOCft leader notifying hir1 thq,t C-18 had been bit m.i that salle 
jot the trucks were burning and partia.lly bloeld.ng the road. LT Keltner 1:amediately­

pllled out ot the column taking C-10.wi th h1J:l, at the same time directing A-34 to 
continue on to Xuan Loe &st1ng as the rear guerd for that portica of tho convcq 
which had s.i\lely passed through the ambush. l,LT Keltner, (C-16) and 0-10 then headed w!tit. (back toward Bien Hoa) to the killing zone. After travelling 200 to 300 yards 
c..; b and C-10 came upon c.,131 which was burning with the woonded crew dismounted m 
the north side of the road. LT Keltner then directed C-10 to remain with 0-13 and 
secure the area for DUST-OFF while C-16 moved alc:ne towards the ldJl1ng zc:ne tiring 
on both sides ot the road. As he was moving, LT Keltner called far a DUST-oP'P' tar 
the disabled ACAV's crew (the DUST-OFF airOJ"fft, which h~ ceme to LT Keltner's 
platoon fr er1.,p-_a.ckDowled ad his call). l~ts 0-16 moved closer to the ambush, LT 
Keltner saw seven to ten C the road and he engaged them tdth his 50 Caliber 
machine gun. ~ eas ve C teU (during this tight the left gunner on 0-11. was 
killed). Those VCLPot killed by Keltner's crew ned into the jungle on the south 
side of the road.l_C-16 continued ~oving towards the ambush traveling at least 
thirty-five to forty miles an houfJ At a point about 500 yards frem the burning 
trueKs;-c-.'l1~aBlii~ a 5'7ll1n recoilless rine round at the center ot the lett. side, 
wounding LT Keltner and his right gunner; but both men rEJDained at their posts and 
the vehicle was still able to fight. A quick inspection of the damage by the crew 
indicated all the radio equipnent had been destrcqed by the round, with the excep­
tion of the interccm and PRC..,25 on top of the vehicle. (By the time C-16 had r&­
turned. to the location of the burning trucks, the recoilless rine and mortar fire 
had ceased and there was cnly moderate fir€) (By this tim~ers 
had engaged the ambush and two FlOO' B had just begun- an air strike). LT Keltner 
th~-unroaded nis ltL\ and returned to the bUfriirig truoks 8.iiifCOiitIiiued to 0-18'8 
locatiea. As he moved. toward C-18" LT Keltner received small arms fire trom both 
sides of the road and returned the fire. ,,'J'ter arriving at C-18's locatictll LT 
Keltner removed the radios and weapons and returned toward the burning trucks 
receiving moderate small arms fire. As he was moving toward the trucks he adjusted 
the second air strike which was brought into an area on the north side of the road. 
Shortly o.fter this, the firing along the road stopped as the relief force arrived .... 

b. The Convw. That portion of the coovcq that was forced to stop (due to 
the burning trucks in ~~~_~lljng~_e block::ing the road)fus the last section . 
of' truCKs in the co1:umn and was behina-.k,CAV C-18. llS SOO11 as the lead truck driv~s 
saw that the road vas blocked~ost of them pllled to the right side of the road, 
with the personnel and the crewmen dismounting and taking cover in tho ditch em . 
the right side of the rood.· At this time, the trucks were receiving only light 
small arms fire tra::J. the south of the road. llmost imned1ately' atter the drivers 
dismounted and took cover, the volume of sma.ll arrlB fire increased against the 
trucks as did th~ volume of automatic and reooilless tire against the i£AV' sand"· 
trucks to the freat. ~e dJoivers and passengers returned the enEll:l)" fire "With an \ 
equa.l.ly henV3' amount of small. arms fire (the personnel frem the trucks had no aut~., 
matie weapons except Ml6 rines; they bad no M-79's or hand grenades). . 

Within mnutes after dismounting, some of the drivers ~servod a equad of VC ~ 
on the north side of tho road (at IT 278100) and at least tWo drivers engaged the 
squad with small arms fire. Return fire trem the squad hit two trucks. Light 
fire continued to be directed at the trucks fran the south side of tho road, nnd 
at least one recoilless rifle round was fired at the trucks parallel to the axis of 
the cr:nvay down the ditch on the south side of the road. The rr.:md did no damages 
i·.q:ac .:.ing noar the police check po::.nt en the souih s:J.do of the r,Jad, and near the 
tail end of the stopped column. 

1.1cl$ firing X'Ur. 1:'1 tho hi!1:i'il~pte;ps ~~l'y.ed the pc:tnt a~ whlch LlcSt of the f'i.r3 
~~ ~-~ '.o:·.ruC}·T l'~':.~':l(~' \.~·-~,e~ +':).')7. ·~,i.:re cr::.~· "·;X'!"".f.:2.:" .":.-:'1'> ~~\'J '':-<'>:'''?::'1!ed. There ",tH: 

one f1.'fOjrtic.:n ',"1 t!·.:.,', :10·--'Y3r. 

l'h o ' 'Yl("'!" ""r' ~+' +-'le .,..---" ... ·c th'-' c' .. "..,.· .... "'-''''X' '-ho ,- . .; ~Q -h"',.~,. p""~"'+ .... m'e und"'"" l_o\. !' J ... ~,. 10 ,,_ -,J. _ ,=".<_:. ....... '\,;. __ . ,1.;', •• t...... • ... 1 .:: J ..... 1 • ..,. '';' ... ..,,~,," ............. 1 ... Cf"'!.I.u.: r .. ~ 

btn~_!~l A~g fiT~ ait,fIJ" most "f the (~rt ~1 \he 0Ii.ho:..- s~d,l .. q, ·)f t:-~e C.'11V(,;y­

ht\~ "i.1M~·q. sl~f'(i. :\\t.a\::!f. ten ~.;ml:ltu af+.er tr.,-. ~''l()(, a·:.·'c3;~::·:':{\> ;m.3 cn::L~let~ .. ';. 
t'·)(.' \I·~:'.:·.'F:: :"';" ~:j#: .;';'d~ :;:-:.iT':. came l .. nr; .. ~;· f: n :>'<::m-r!I') a;.M;;'~_ .:! -f:te ··~'l,d. 
li.~ .. :.-t.} .:;.:--.::. ... J "·:_ttl ·t~.!~,,~y :1.2/1 l·,?~eiv9·~ 1A,1y J.ifJ,r.Ll., :~~,::,p0~ :Lire. ~'\i.r(;: ·'_·:'~3 r~t::..-r:!~ .. t. :7 
t~1e c-::''.lmn bct. the .;mem:y waD not sil en(!ed B.!1:! cppe!':t'ed to ~e :a.:lvi."lg closer to the 
column. This fire fi~!;' WRS in :;t"'gl:E'SS as I:: T:'oo~ arrived; t1 T-t-co:? i.J!:I.!.!!Gt:l.:tately 
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engaged the' toree ot the convoy. 

4. ~ Aviation Re~ Aviation Platoon 
ot Regimental Head~arteraJ with assistance from A.viation Sections pro-
vided, valuable fire support for the convoy escort con:mander. This was accomplished 
despite problems which mirht have negated the entire air eupport effort. 

Initially J there was armed helicopter air cover for the column in the form ot 
one UH1B from the 1st Squadron. The Regimental Light Fire Team was split, with one 
aircraft (Captain Geor{le Kinback, Comnander, and Captain Berndt Pllz, Pilot) on the 
Long Giae base camp. 

As he was .tlyi.ng toward Vung Tau, Captain Kinback was called. by the Relimental 
TOe and told that there was a suspected enell\V activity along Highway 1. The Regiment­
al TOC sent coordinates~ ge~ told Kinback to move the Light Fire Team to 
the location. Before Kinback ~ a chance to call the other fUDShip in the fire team, 
the Aviation Section called and said the second helicopter (Captain Frank Sasaki, 
60l!lI1lBllder, And WOO Jenes Michie, Pilot) wae ready to go and wculd head 1mnediately 
for the location given. At that time both gunships were about 15 minutes flying time 
from the ambush site. 

While the Regimental Light Fire Team was moving toward the convoy, the helicopter 
:tlying in support of the column engaged. the enemy. Captain Nelson of the 1st Squad­
ron bviation Section was monitOring the escort platoon frequency and was thus in a 
position to ellfage the ambushing forces with ,0I:le knowledse ot just 'W'mre the VC were. 
He made two firing runs with machine gun am. rocket fire (on each run releasing two 
pairs of rockets) on the south side of Highway 1. His aircraft was· engaged by heavy 
eneIItV ground. fire but was not hit. After two firing runs, Captain Nelson m:>ved north 
ot the road to assess the dumase he had inflicted on the enemy. He then observed. the 
Regimental Light Fire team ships forming to make their initial firing pass, f~nd at­
tempt-ed to contact them by radio. He was not iJm:lediate1y successful in making contact, 
but made contact in time to join the Light Fire ream tor the second run on the target. , 

" 

When his aircraft was about 3 kilometers south ot Highway 1 Kinback saw Sasaki's \. 
aircratt spproaching from Xuan Loc, and saw smoke from one burning truck. Kinback 
then returned at 8 point above the west edge of the banana grove and headed west to 
line up for the tirst tiring pass, with Captain Sasaki falling in behW Captain 
Kinpack. During this preparatory maneuver, both aircratt were receiving tire from 
the ambush site. 

Captain Kinback received no guidance trom the ground and was forced to choose 
. his target b7 observing the ground action. He attacked what did prove to be the area 

where the VC hod placed many ot its heavy em automatic weapons. The gunships attac~-
eel along the south side ot the rofld, west to east, beginning at the east edge ot the " 
jungle continuing tor 1,000 yards east, 100 yards south ot and parallel to HighWay 1. "\ 

The first firing run was made by the t'WO UHlB gunships, the second, third, and 
fourth runs were made by three aircraft" as a gunship from the 1st Squodron, commanded 
by Captain Turner Nelson, joined the team. All the fil'in€ runs consisted ot rocket 
and machine gun tire. 

Atter the fourth firing run the Regimental TOe ordered the gunships to orbit 
north of :the road while the air strikes were being broUfht in. During this time the 
three gun8hips were joined. by Captain Kidwell ot 2nd Squadron with one gunship. 

The frouP hoo. orbited about tour minutes when lLT John Pearson comaMing the \ 
,"' DUST-oFF helicopter reported receiving fire. Captain Kinback am Captain Sasald the~ 

made a machine gun (their rockets were expemed) run to suppress the tire directed \ 
against the DUST-oFF helicopter. Captain Kidwell added a rocket firing pass:"1n 8UPf'Clrl 
of the DUS'f· -CF!'., then all (unships returned to orbit north of the road. 

I 

During the tUSh ruxl throu[!hout the day the armed helicopter pilots tranSn::it\., 

/ . Page 4 of 7 Pages \. 

,/ 

c 
! . 

I 



lJ.t!..I..J\~i:lU ~ {u\, ...........-v.-·-
• By (Sw /Em 

• I 

ted spot reports to the Re 

Beth regimental guns 
ed because of damage recei 
crewLlen wounded during the fignv. • .----..;;;.;;....::::::::.:.!!...!~~~ 

5. Air Force Support for the Convoy. A Forward Air Controller (Captain Robert 
Sr.1th) }~M. been over the cmvoy fran the time it had left the ata.g1ng area untU 
just prior to the ambush. The new FAC (lbjor Mario Stefanelli) bad joined Captain 
Smith over the convoy immediately prior to the ambush for the purpose of relieving 
him so that he could return his aircraft to Bien Roa far refueling and. "maintenance. 

Approximately' three minutes prior to the beginning of the firef'ight Cnpt:rl.n 
Smi th received a. coded message fran the Reginental TOC tilling him. that there 
was a suspected cmbush on H1ghw~ One. At the sam.e time Major Stefanelli relievEd 
Capt,llin Smth who new north of the road to deccx:le the message he had receiyed. 
S1multe.neously with his decoding of the coordinates, Smith madtored Majar Stefan­
elli receiving the same coordinates in the clear. C~pta1n Smith then hoard the 
platoon leader call }'1'ajor Stefanelli and stated that he believed he was about halt 
a mile frCQ the ambush location. Stefanelli answered by saying the head of the 
colum was just then passing tbe location given in the coordinntes. Within a minute 
the first truck wa.s hit and began burnicg. 

The two FAC's imrn.ediatel;, divided the ~ea into two parts with each FAC as­
suming respalsibil1ty for dire~ting air stru..,s in his section~ Almost 1mmedia.te~ 
after the ambush was sprune, Ma~or Stef~ell1 received a call fran a FAC attached 
to the lath ARVN Division (forin~ly the 10th AllYN Division) who sa.w the ground 
action. The lath ilWN Fl~C h:ld two FlOO' s ~1rbON1~ to attack a preplanned target. 
He offered these aircraft to the Uth tU"Dorcci C,aval.ry ap4 Major Stefanelli took 
the aircraft Qlld ordered them into orbit to allow the a.rinec1 helicopters to make '. 
their runs. During this t:iJ:!.e neit~r FAC wat able to get diroct cCXltact with the 
ground cci1J:v>..nder (escort ccmnander) to get instructions on where to place the ord­
n3Jlce, however the s~uadron c<JllCl.'Uldel" and S] fdr relayed the intorcation to and 
fran the ground.' The. PlOO~. had arr1~ eight llliriutel attar' th9 a.ttack ~gon. . . ;;. 

As the arm.ed helicopter. len the scen .. ., Smith (who was to direct the FlOOt s) 
received instructiml frCEl the !egimental Tre to st.r1b, the !Jou~h side or t~e road 
fitt.y meters into the jungle. Smith then' di.rectcdt}w ai,rc?:,8.!t to strike the VC 
ambush positions.' He decided to lCeep the' orcnance at lea,st seventy-five meters 
into the jungle becaue 'the buJ'stins -radius of th" m ~d bcmbs carried by the 
FlOOts was such that ,if they had hit within fii'tynt\te .. l"s' of the road.., friendly : " 
ca.suaJ..ties might have occurred. The bombs hit at" n 27450992 and ware the -first 
type ordnance delivered by the Floo's into the ambush. '.roe FlOO1s were then dir­
ected to drop napalm 'iMch they did at two locatlcii~. CaP\aiD 8td,th had seen eD.EIi\r 
troops at IT 282~85 'a~ which location four 1'18.peJ.m't.~ lft.z"e dropped, 8tdat 
Tr 28350980 wherb two napalm tws Were placed. The F.I.QOIs t_ p1A~et4 2Qmn·cai'inan 
tire in strat:!..n.g rUns on ~f trdl tuQning par811elt. Higb:Wq (be abOl.1~ sevent,.... 
ti vo meters S~h of the road. in th, jungle area. -.' , 

By the time the Flet> air-stl'ik, was caapleted;': tapta1l\ ebith's 1).·1 airel'4tt 
va.s low on .1\".e1 and he hA4 to returt to Bien Ho.3. Air -Base. ' " ' 

-. -

J),.tring 'he FlOO ~r Rtr1k& the secmd night of e.i::'craf't (FSI 8) arri<~ed at 
the M.\·J.sh 8ite.~d wer", put into mobit b.:r Major Ster.":.nelJi to await tbet coaqiletion 
of ~h': r.!.rat e.i.r strih:~As, the first strike was -nc-... -...rj rit; cecplC4:.ion H4jor Stephan­
aJJ.i .:';! :='eivooL"lstru:cti (·n flo<:\:]: the· :.11' 'Lb.i9On :C.f-!:".C6!, .;1) p.'t.Ml..'"8 nc:-th -of" the rOod 
i 11 i:.o <' :~:::" lSb. tre'1. L ... -! t t Z'riU botJh:A.ts,. He 'rea·le~tcio·~ ·e::.C'~~e f.() V(i'~::'v "he loo:~ticn 
fo':' thu r::-u str'ii.:e "e,lld 'l"&catved it sno,rtii:a:ftmai-d.·;' "~" ,; "."., , ' ," 

w, ".- " • .. • • ~ , _ • ~, 

As SOO!l eft the' noo' s had canpl~ted their fin~' att'ack~ "Kajor> Stefanelli sent 
the F,' '3-1i to 8t:rik~. The 'OO'pooncibc:abs' were dropped f5.rst, followed "by the 
CBUta' ",tn.'- ~3.00999. Arter' theCBUtsweredr~pe,:!Ste:t'anell1 ree/jived' i.'1tttri1ctlCll 
.t'rCl':ltSri~1.:::tOOl1 leader U;rbugh the Squwm' Cfuinander to ae.just the napa:l.Ll ~ closeit' 
to .;'.~:..J :;O:.-4iin o1ge o! the tree linG where the CEOt 8 had been delivered q He ~:.s8ed 
thee~ in,structions to the F5' s' and the napa.lI:1 was adjusted to 't:'1e s~tiff:t'.:l.c·:'ir:n ot 
the Sq\2d.ron "Co:::nander and r:r Keltner. 
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. 6. is.dditimal CCI!E1ents Concerning the Ambush. 

of 24 November 19 de" . .~ a f "he major portions of the 
n. Location of • fllg::\.ven in the ambush report 

Viet Cong force. Hewev .. . " s in the CalvO}" and the 
presence of small a:rms hits in the trucKS 0 e r the convoy indica.te that 
the west edge of the VC pOSition was at least es far west as lTEe5099. The ~" 
location' of the ambush in six digit coordinates then becCllles __ to rr 29 , 
a road distance of 2.5 ldlaneters. In addition it should be not t the Ufil 
had at least one sc;uad north of the road opposite the rear portion of the CODYOY. 

b. Con escort. The majority of the fighting was done by the 
crewmen of only bree hCAV's: C-16, C-U~, C-13. They acted. as individual vehicles 
rather than part 0 on. This situation, of rourse, was determined by' the 
fact that the platoon t s vehicles were separated wi thin the convoy. Their response 
to attack was iomediate and aggressive and was clearly aiced at destruction of the 
enenw :md protection of the trucks in the convoy. Thcugb the. ·AClI.V' s were under 
intense enel!t'f fire, there appears to have bean no panic on the part of any crow­
nen involved. Obviously, the defense ot the convoy was strong onoogh to prevent 
its being overrun. 

c. ;,.ir Support. The a.ir support provided by the arced helicopters, 
DUST-.QPFs, nnd th(; high porformance aircra..tt was extremely effective, despite 
handicaps present in the situation thc"\t could" have rendered attempts at effective 
air support virtu~ 1cpossible. 

As previously noted, the armed helicopters received ground tire as soon as 
thct appeared OVCI" the area. ot contact. Though they attempted to gain radio 
contact with the ground elements, thoy were unable to do so. They were tarced to 
initiate their attack without guidance fran. the ground. In etfect they beC<'lC1e 
a separate unit engaged in the tight., whereas they could have operated much mare 
effectively as a. part of an air-ground te'SI:l. 

" - ... . 
TheOOST~" ,urcratt weJ"e. v.eryl'e:~sive to the needs of the ground farce. 

This was }rm'\rily because the DUST-OP'F aircraft operated CXl the escort platoon's 
frequency. In addition.~ the persistenoe and courago ot the DUST-OFF l1olicopte:r 
crew was a factor in its fino performance. Tho DUST-OFF helicopter received fire 
on :U.l three pick-upe at the ambush site. 

'I'M POliSi.b1Ut7 tor Ql"l"Ql" s.a tlola b1.gh perf'or.man~e e.t.r strikes was u eat• 
There was ","0 sure way far tho F.~C to ascertain the exact loeatica of the friendly 
eleaents CI'1 tbo first air strike. That the first strike was so successful was 
because the lAC receive4 ~erel guidance tP<D the Regimental. TOC~ added bis awn 
ea.tety fllctor ~ snd bad observed the aet.im trail the begirmi.ng. RCltevCr', had FJ,D 
boon able to mat ter ce.rta:1n that the teD to twelve dimounted pereamel he had 
Been in tho open o.ar~ 11\ the ".mbush liere not f'ri~ el..oments, his aircraft 
.eul4 haY~ ~l1ieved man;, 1DOI'e 'iet C<lSg 1cillB. 

. '!'be fHtCCI'l4 ~ etrike VIUI under e~ezt grClUDd c(I1trol than the ~st, an<J u 
a r~t vaa mw:lfacre J,lospans1yo ~ ~ .~1Ate ~ ot the gt'owid tarce ~ 
.~ct with the enecry, .' . >:1 
it:· . 
't I.n SUI!n.'U7 th~ roUCMing ta.ets ~ciear17 shown: ..S' 
1 )' .... . ~~..;.~.: . 
to; First:. Air . .-u.pport b.Y ~o~~ ~ l~ a"ld . Air . Fcrce e~eQCIlts was eft~ive 

dR~ -ng the 21lbuen.· _ . ~":o:r '.' ~; . . ' .. . ~ 

Secoo~ • !lac tho aviation elanents t':;-:n 5.':'. c~t;'!.ct with the escort can-
l:l:IP-.~c.3:" ...::'hei:..~ .;s!·feeti ~ler;t1SS would hav'; :'3~1.1. greatly ir.('.;ree.sed. i 

.~.> Qg,.:uct of th~j:.ruek 4river~"£}<L.<;~J?f..n;y? 1!"~~$~~. TI1e driv(U's 
0" .: \ ct.·, "_:~k1= e..'1.d . .tl:e per''3on.1'lel r:1ding in t.~ 3 t'L'vcks dl.<i not 0:.,>7 the c :-.. :rantage 
(I'\_., ••• ;--~:,,_ 0:; t::!' :!\~ :-;-J!lC ·uni.:t trtl.izloo .::~ .. '. :, ,.J.:'., !-:ost of t:~, .. :.r-diy5th,,:tls had 

• ':'.L~ .... :.I.~!. l>(,l'(.r'G. T~!.,;~e \;c:.~o I' ... w ~~C{); "> and or,~y ·c,hrC0 ,):?fice:;: ~n that 
J~ •.. '.J ":,/ too·OO-"l",roy :t n,,':~CE.uC U!l\tV,.' liro • . . 
. ~...... ... "\ .. . 
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Despite this situation, the pcrfor~ce of the Den under firo was ~cellent. 
They responded to command quickly and obcy~ ~~<;,f:~~:i. -'~iCed to take 
COI!IIIWld when the atlbush bogan. Their &f"e~n fir~ \l!lst hqp; 3.'~ the ambush. 
Though there was a report that one ~' ""<I ned- th~ \s!::r~~\hc.: ush, it was 
later dotercined that the individual. ··~W ,,~ .eln~ a truck and 
had oountcd an hCAV when a call for me c~ assista~ce had came to his attention. 
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Annex A I References 

1. Interviews of 16 individuals in the convoy at the time of attack are on file 
as "Privileged Information" with the 28th MU1tary History Detachment looatecl at 
(Long O1ao base camp) of the 11th Armored cavalry Regiment, !PO San Prazm.sco 96257. 

':: 
Co 
a .. 
-e 
::z 
c 
l­
e 
::z 

2. Annex H (Attempted Ambush of an 11th Armored Cavalry Convoy) to II Ferce V .. 
Perintrep No 31, dated 28 November 1966, on file with S2, 11th J:rmored Cavalry Regiment· o .. 

C 
I-

3. Ambush Af'terAct4on Report, Headquarters 11th Armored Caval.ry Regiment, APe ~ 
San Francisco 96257, dated 2h November 1966, on file with 82, 11th Armored Cavalr;y c 
Regiment. ~ ~ 

~ 

t: 

b. Photographs appearing in Annex B were taken by Captain George E. Kinback Jr 0, 
HQ, 11th Armored cavalry and SP4 Victor N. Mo3o, 31th Medical CcmIpany, and SP4 Eugene 
Ksrt1nell1, 37th Medical CaDpany. All photographs used 'tIIere taken as items of persOlW':': 
interest and were not spec1tically taken for inclusion in official reportse They are 
used with pennission of Captain K1nback, SP4 MOjO, and SP4 Martinelli. 

5. Map, Edition, AMS, XA XUAN LOO, Vietnam, 1150,000 sheet 6~ IV, Series 
L70J.4, 1965. . 

-~ 

641 Sketch~p, prepared by 1st Squadron, 11th Armored Cavalr7 Regiment for 
KACOl briefing of' 8 Januar:y 1966/ was the basis of the sketch map appearing as ANNEX : 
C.o 
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Observations a1'Xl Lessons Learned 

1. Amr Avi"tion riilFUTJ A t i 
a. Item: Ccntact "t~8UPPorting Ari1q Aviatioa. -
b. Discussion: 

(1) The canmander of the light fire team t ... .at supported the convoy vas' 
never in direct contact with the escort platoon leader. 

(2) The light fire team clur1ng the early phases of the ambush received 
instructions through a cumbersome arrangemnt vb1ch began with the ground camnander, 
went to the squadron canman:l post I then to the regimental command post and from there 
to the light fire team. 

(,3) The gunships were forced to make their own estimate to the situation 
and initiate th~ first firing runs _ the most 1mportant ones - with no guidance from 
the platoon leader. Had the light fire team. knam that tba .ooly dismounted friendly 
personnal wre those in the ditches within ten feet of the road, their fire could have 
been much more effective. 

(4) DDSr-OFFs -were conducted efficiently because the DUST-ClI!7 pilots 
operated on the platoon frequency and coordinated directly with the platoon leader. 

c. Cbservation: 

(1) Control procedures for aU aviation elements in support of convoys 
must be established prior to the convoy's movement. 

(2) Coll!3ideration should be g1 ven to establishing a camnon frequency for 
all air elements operating in support of convoys. The best frequency for this would 
be the troq;s. commnnd net which is monitored by the plBtioon leader. 

d. ~, .Air traffic congestion in the ambush area. 

e. Discussion, 

(1) At one time ciur1ng the ambush there were toar 011S, four UB-IC gun­
Ships, one DUST-<I'F helicopter, and one command . helicopter over the ambush site. 

(2) With the possible exception of two of the four 01 aircraft all the 
aircraft in the area were there by neceSSity. 

C,3) Durins the airstr1ke by the FlOO1s, there was at least one instance 
Wbere high performance aircraft and arm;y aircraft came too close to each other. 

f. Observationr One airborne element should act as traffic control during 
periods of intenSe ill activities over ground operations. 

2. Air Force Close Air Support 

a. ~I Dur1Dg the ccmD1tment of close air support there was never direct 
contact between the platoon leader ard the Forwa.rd Air Controller. i 

b. Discussionf 

(1) Both a.L-strilroa at the t'll!'.!:iu.-m site ....... 3!''e dale.j=d bqcause the For-:~ 
Air Co!!troller had no contact ";'.'.t.h the pJe-toon leader ,-.n..t hod to receive 1.n.t1truC\·:·.~\.(),t\r; 
':~.'om t.~.e pJ rd~con lel\de":,, via t:~,'3 squadron TOO t,(I t.ha re6i-"t)::"~a!. TOO and then to tl:.' 
f,.~~~(:'..'. i .!.'~r (."~·l\*~:·~'o~:"l,'::~ 
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, 
(4) en the second air strike the squadron COlJl!lllU1der received 1Dtormat1on 

on the ground situation tr_om .. ~ and h;8 able to rel.a7 the iDf'ozmation 
to the FA C. The FAC was the _ __ e . a1l" strike end Deutx-a11ze 

; the area from which heavy t is the greatest lesson r learned during the ambush co • jAir strikes can be adjust-
" ad to an exact location, but onl1 when the lfOund camman r dD::1 the FAG are in close 

coordination With 8ath other. 

c. Q)ssrvationl 

(l-) t1nt1l radio equipment in the F .. \C aircraft CaD be mod1t1ed to per:nit 
better caamunication between the FAC and the ground canmander, a system of communi catio::.. 
developed in order tor the air elements to be kept advised ot the growxl a1tuation. 

(2) Consideration should be given the concept that all support,ing 8,1.r 
(Armr alld .A1r Force) be on a CCDlll10n treClleDC1 so that aU air support elemeulis could 

"be kept intormed abreast ot the ground situation sUm.lte.neousl¥. 

3. Armored CavaJ.r.y Platoon. 

road. 
a. Item. The ambush was positioned only 10 1m 2S teet fran the edge of the -
b. Discussionl The members of the escort platoon 1I8re vsrmd that there war. 

elJ8lQ' activ.lty at the ambush lite and tired into the jungle em banana tree area} but 
when the va in the ambush opened tire on the convoy the platoon d1soovered the eDSDl1 
VQ8 much oloser to the edge of the road than had been expected. 

c. Q)servationl When executing reconnaissance by tire at the site ot a sus­
pected 0IIIbush, the lire should. be directed at an area begintd D8 at the vegeta. tion alo:":: 
the edge ot the road up to ten meters 1ns1de the vegetation. 

d. Itemc F.lghting 1"OCIft. 1ns1de the ACAV. -
e. Discussions 

(1) Frequentq all three machine guu were tir1ng during 1Baa ambush~ 
Rapid e:l1l11umtion resupplT and. the necessit)" tor the H79 awmers to band ammunition to 
+.110 ~ 'r.II\ch1De gunners and move about the vehicle quiokly vas eBseDt:1al. . 

(2) In additlon most of the crewmen 1nterv1ew8d telf. that hav1ng the gert..~ 
inside the vehicle constituted a tire hazard. It is quite possible that the personal. 
gear in duffle bags 1D 0-13 caught on fire nnd provided fuel. tor the til'9 1Ih1ch BpN~ 
and destroyed the veb:l.c].e. ". 

t • (J)servationa That the dutfie liIags, packs and persoaol gear belonging to 
the crew JDeJDbers be t:iiliin out of the vehicle and placed either behind the tr.1Jmme 
or on 0. supply vehicle. 

g. ~: Besuppl¥ ot Cal. .SO and M60 III AJ!IIDlmt1on v:Ltb:1D the ACAVs. 

h. Disoussionl • 

(1) The M79 gunner in the ACAV. provided amrmmit10n to the three lDa.t\'liIl') 
gmmers during the ~ .tight. 

(2) }los-':. erew:ne!l ir.t.ervi~l.:('d ctat.ed t:~.'l·~' C'n~ l'!!c,!'. ~!~S not enOtlch to l'!3-
Sl..~;r1:r tho G"J.~·1I3 at. t:E ra-(;3 th~7 ~srEl C}.j)('lh}J..ng 1i..i.l.i1UJll.t.~ •. ?.::lo 
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(2) Soma M60 gunners were not wearing headsets during the firelight. 

(3) The M79 ~I?~ 
1. Observation: Ma .' ~ ~ j ets, M19 gunners should 

wear eO-~lugs if possi61e. 

m, Items Sane crewmen of the ACAVs and trucks knocked out during the ambush 
were forced to evacuate their vehicles atter having used the a:m:nunition and First Aid 
Packet on their web gear. 

n. Discussion I 

(1) Most of the wounded crewmen were hit lbile in the vehicles and ma.ny 
received First Aid in the vehicles. 

(2) Many of those wounded had serious enough wounds to require more than 
one presSU!"e bandageo 

(3) The ACAV will obviously not be evac\Ulted until it is on fire or 
inopantional and under fire from amor defeating weapons. Under these circumstances, 
crewmen cannot return to the vehicle to get medical supr.J.ies or ammunit·ion, 

o. (bservation. A "Dismount Kitl with a miniDram 01' band grenades, 8mall 
arms am1I11n1tion, arid '-irst Aid packet should be in ever;{ vehicle. Should a vehicle be 
disabled, the Crew cnn take the kit With them, The kit would also be 12Ietulfor dis­
mounted crewmen when emplacing OPts and LPls. 

PIt Iteml utilization 01' medics in ccnvoys. -
q. Discussion: 

(1) There were two medics in the convoy acting as truck dZ'ivers, 

(2) When the ACAVs came by the medicts sections 01' the convoy both mount,.-, 
ad t.he ACAVa and rendered. medical. assistance to the wounded, 

(3) Since neither of the medics were acting in an aidman oapacity; they 
did not have a complete medical ~aid kit ani were forced to use what medical. supplies 
were on hand. 

r. (bservationl Aidmen, whether acting as drivers or in al\Y other capacity:. 
should be tully equipped to render first aid when riding in oonvoys. 

8. ~t Automatic weapons in oonvoys. 

t. D1scussiont 

(1) All sections at the convoy were exposed to at le.ant moderate to hQav,~ 
crmaU 8.J1I'l8 fire during the attack, 

(2) Not all sections at the oonvoy had automatic weapons ldth which they 
could return fire. 

(3) This le.tt parts at the oonvoy de.f'ending thS'''?J.,~lveB agairuJt aut(lrnati.:· 
weapO:~:;'3 fire with onlY' smal.l nms ~ 
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z. Obaervatia:u Radio vebicles should be distributed throUghout. the convoy 

8.IXl dr1Tel'SH shOUld be i1v~itli. . . ~IIJ~ '. <rilJlcall sign.,:, .: ',' 

h. Add.t1oDa1 Isss· dl . , ~ents were·made by iM1viduals 
in the COrIVO"I andCODV'or' ~' e ua eet ItWhat lessons did you lear:. 
tram the amblshttt) 

"The VC fean the ACA.V". 

"Wear the tlak jacket". (This ~as repeated lI!ull times) 

"Keep fO'U' oarphoms on to save' your eara". 

"Don8t. expec)t to sae Eq'Ol3e 1h a t1ret1gbt. .. JUSt shoot". 

"IV men f1red too high". 

'Keep extra' barrels hBDd;r" tor the M6E)lt. 

nThe best place tor the F1rst Aid pack is on the nak jacketa • 

'Make the fri.vers clean their vision blooD avert chance they getll • 

"When you tre amblshed get out of the truOk taath • -
"It' the va is tJ.ring racoiUetis rines at you. swerve the track", 

l'We need mora tracks in convOY-8ft • 

"Men with autanatic 'Weapons tired up their 8111110 too fast. A. aata.t-autamatic 
weapon is best unless a un is well trained". 
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ANBEX E 

PHOTOORAP£;:S OF THE AlLBUSH 
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Load truck of thAt section of tho CCnY0Y thnt was 
hit by recoilloss riflo fire i..'1 the Idlling zone. 
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I" (A~D ~[HTTSH~_Ult~tFOOOEV PERIWrREP NO 37. 

1. A review of the details and bac~round of th~ action on 21 Nov, in which 

elementp. of two VC battalions attacked an 11th ACR convoy, provides a means for 

examining Reveral aspects of R favorite enemy tactic - the ambush. Although 

civilian and militar,y traffic on Highway ~l had proceeded without hindrance for 

1 several weeks, there wa~ reason to be alert to the possibility of enemy action. 

1 One fR~t which had been di~covpred alMost a month before wa~ the VC plan to attack 
I~ 

, .. 
.. ), I 

ARV'N convoys on lti.g-hway #1 bpginnino: in 'N'ovembpr. tphi s inf'o!'l!lation had bf'en 

leArnpd from the tr~nalation of a cRp~lred notebook which had belonged to the 

I1pputy cornT'll'lndpr Of the 27.1th Regt. tflhe notebook identified sevprRl sm~cific 

objective~, one of which WM RitnP.' Loc ('f'Tl 3?09', which was the SCf'me of 81lSpicious 

civilian activity E'Rrlier }n the month. 

·1 
2. At 211'10 Nov R. .11-vehiclplconvoy escorted by a ca~_p_toon from the 

1/11 th AGR was ap!)roachil'lfr the hamlet of' Rune Nghi'1, two kilometers west of Hung 

t . .., 

Loc, on Hi.r:hway #1, when SA, AI; and 'ffi fire was recpived from both a:i.des of' the 

highWA.~r. Fire wa('l proflrpt1y retllmed, two LfiWl', 8Uupol'ted and three Tae A.i.r strikes 

were called in on the enemy positions. Contact wa~ broken by the VC at 211137 Nov 

AS the 1/11 th Cav reaction force bee-An a.rrlving via -the trail running, from ~g 

Qu~ (Y'l' 39q9) to cam Chau (YT 3400) to Hung Nghia (YT 3()09) and vi~. Highway#]. 

from Long Binh. Ini. tiAI obsP'!"Vationp w~re that the enemy had wi thdrawn t" the 

north, however, later discoverips in th~ vicinity ~~ thp ~mbush pite ino:i~ated 

that small VC elements had ~treatpd t~ th~ north while th~ main body h~d with-

south of Hie-hway ill. It is possible thpt th~ main va foTC'" subsequently wi thdrew 

into i tFl haM rual base camps in the Hat Dich area. Although seven US were KIA 

and eight WI!, and two MI13s and four 2 iton trucks were destroyed, enelllY' losses 

and one AK 47 rifle eaprured. 
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tl-.<> IF't "'111i ?rj of' tl-.", ?7t'1tl-. R"';:,t w"'1"'" involv"'ri oj", tr'''' ~t"pck. 1i'r011'1 tl-.", <p""'np~1".,n~p ~ 

/:' ent""nchmon+.e "n~ bi vm."c ei to, 

, thet the enemv hp~ not been in the arl?a long an'i that !)erhaps his :plan had bE-en 

. nrf'T'l8 turel" trie'R'pred. \ 

~ }. T~iS a::icn in,.trates t>te veos continued ettempts to engage US FWHAF I 
~ys at lOCAtions which facilitate the enemy's withdrawal after the initial ) 

contact, and at a ~oint which e~oses the convoy to fire froM unp-xpected direc~rs. 

In s:,i te of the 11 th AC"t/.' s success in defeating the 8I'1bush it iR -possil)le th?t the 

Mrl1"., effective. 

A. In Adrii t.i.on to th., intelligence froJ'Tl trp- captured n("ltebook, the!'e w"'re 

two otl-t.,r MO~ !,,:,p.ci fie Harnil1P:s on the J'Tlornin,c:- ('f' 21 Nove..,b.,-r. ()np w~!" the 

detonati on of' a mine by resup-ply tra.in at 08()n ",t YT 2830R7, resul tine in the 

"'ngi.nl? ann two carA bein~ de~iledo The other w~s a con~act by the 43d R"'~t Recon 
, 

Co with fl Vr. s'l'led vic YT 24A084 at 0845. ThP att~ck on the convoy occnrr<:>d an 

he'll" FInn l3 half l"'.t"'l.' alMo!:!t exactly miriwRY botwpen these tWrl incidents and a kilo-

meter to the north. 'I'hp- r<=!11ort!:! ('f' these two incirjonts did n0t reach tr.e 11th ACR 

until houJ:'s aftpl' the attack on the convoy. The nomal che.Jl.nel of reporbne wa~ 

a~~erently followpd from the ARVN Recom Co to itp parent regiment and thence to 

division and to III Oo~~. On that ~Rrticu18r M0rnine the line fro~ III Corp!:! 

c 

c 
~ 

t. 

c 
c 
c 
c: 
~ 

c: 

T~ to II FFORCEV Toe wa.8 out of order and tre tJ::::_jJ:~on of viytal ;;£/)) 
n~eded by the 11th ACR was therefore delayed. C7~~ 

...... 1.~':J ~ '4.. 1 / J rvv- 1f;-. 
5. Several IIl8J'or lessons mey be l~El.rned fro'1 th:i e evento From an intelliv.-ence V - ., ~ 

as well aR an operAtional standpoint is es~ential that 'gtixe liAisgn be maintained ~ 
between u.ni ts and agencies sharing an area of int", l.US convoy passing through 

an ARVN area of operation must not rely solely on info~ation ~ceived froJ'Tl the 
.j 
l 
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