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1. (u) F.EFDlENCES: 

a 11th Aroorcd Cavalry Rcrinont. OPClm 2'j-67 (Operation SANTA FE.), 
30 Oct 67 

b. ~ps, Vietnao, ' l:'O,OOO, Series L70~, Sheets 6~30 I, lV; 6431 II, 
III, 65)0 IV, 6531 III; 6534 IV. 

2. (U) NAME AND TYPE CF OPERATION I SA..'lTA FE W'as a reconnaissanco in force 
operation, ombincd l'dth roa.d clearinr and convoy escort • 

. 3. (U) DATES OF O!'ERa.TION: SANTA FE was conc1ueted fron 1 Nov 67 through 
3 Dec 67 .. · 

4. (U) LOCATION: The area of operations was the MAy Tao Secret Zone .0.00· 
along Hignway 1 froo Gia Ray east to the II/III Corps Tactienl Z'ones Bounrinry, 

5. (u) CONTROL JlEADC2UARTERS: Operation SMTTA FE "rna controllec', by Head­
quarters, 9th Infantry Division. Tho reportinG officer for this . operntion is 
Co1onel.Roy W. Furlcy, COf1J.1D.nr~ing Officer, 11th Arl:1.orCc.1 Cavalry Reeu:cnt. 

6. (0) GEN.ER:~L: Opcrntion SA1'!TA FE was uml(.;rtnkcn fo reestablish 
tricnd1:r control of the area to the ()~st of Blackhorse Bf\.se Canp 1l1ong Nntional 
Highway 1. Beyon~ tr.is, it was ccnceivcct as M encirclencnt of the ~irly Tao 
Secret Zone area in an f\.ttenpt to trap Md r.estroy nUIJorOUS Viet , Cong units, 
includ1.nc the Hca r1 qunrtui's of the 5th ViCt Cong Divieion, believer to be oper­
ating in this region. Dur:inG this tine, the 2d Squnr'ron continued Operation 
KITTIHAWK and sccur,,(' locisticlll convoys to and fror1 Long Binh. The 3d Soull.C'ron 
WIlS Ual.l.y engnger! in D. deception nnve designed to convince the oneny that 
tho ~m would be involved in FlfPORIA VI along Route 20 during C!'l 1y Nov­
a . next, a. blockinc ferce cOI!1posed of the 1st anr2 3rr. Squa('lrons nne: the 
3rd ~on, Sth Cavo..lry (ARVN) was swiftly n()ve~ into position l.1.ong Nntional 
Highllq tra!l Xn SuoiCat oast to the II/III Corps Tr.ctieo.l Zones BOlllldary. 
The 1st Squac1rcn re::;nnined in its blocking pof,i tion while the 3rt": Squ(l(lron bcgnn 
to investigato tho nron between Highwny 1 nne. tho H~Jr Tno. Subsequently, suo­
ce~sfUl explorations wero madd of the May Tao Mountnin roeion .itsc1f during th~ 
latter hal.f of NOVeI:lbcr" . 

PQl' Ta.sk Orr,nnizntion (luring Oporati6n SANTA FE, sec Annex A (OPORD 2'j-67). 

7. ( c) INTELL IGm!CE: 

a. order of Battles 

(1) Strength: Eneny strongth nt the oUtset of Opor.3:tion SANTA FE 
provided all 0lcmcntc; with a conbn.t effoctive ca.pability. The rvdn forco Wlits 
had not been idcntifiocl in n<l.jor cont:l.ct, for over five nonths o.n(~ p05sefl~v' at 
least an 80 porcunt personnel str'-meth~ Dcr.pitc the Dignificant lo~s of a nnJor 
weapons cache on 15 Nov 67 in tho ~rcll. of tho Hat Dich Secret Zone, equipment 
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capo.bilitios of the Viet Cong were ccmsi<:.~cre·l .:t00QUo.tO. Due to 0. long period of 
inactivity, training of enemy soldiers was n150 consirk.rcr' ar:equatc. 

(2) Disposition: 

(a) The mrljor cner.-.,r eli.-T.1ent enployud in the S/;lTTA FE area 
of oporations WIlS the Hcn.c.quarters of the Viet Cong 5th Division, situn.ted in 
its long-cstablished Mc.'1.y Tao Mountain bf!sO complex. Units located with this 
hoa~lqUc'1.rtor8 probably included these divisional eleJ:lcnts: Conbincd Artillery 
Group of CT!), the 24A NVA ILA Battalion, Mel. the 50th Trnining Battalion. Ad­
(~itionaliY', one battalion of tho 275th Viet Ceng Reginent (probablyth() 1st B~t­
talion) was deploycc! with the hcnc~qunrtcrs in a security role. 

(b) The 274th Vi t Cone ReGiment was loco.tee', in the Hat Dich 
Secret Zone. In this posture, this oreanization presented no i.r.:l.'!lc(~iato threat 
t o Opcr,::.tion S 'ITA FE. It was b~li0verl. that one lx.'1.ttulion (probably the 1st 
Battalion) of the 274th Viot Cong Reginont w!.'.s located east of Interprovincial 
Routo 2. 

(0) The 275th Viet Cong Rl)gincnt (-) h-=td displ!l cv -l north into 
Phuoc Long Province (uring Sep - Oct 67. ASain , no :imrt r'!.J.nt c throat w<.s pr(;scnte(~ 
to oper ation SAIIJT FE fr om this cispo~ition. 

(d ) The 84th Roar Service Group WP.S lOCr'lt ccl. in its n,~m:lc.l 
base ar ea nc;:u- Thua Tich (YS 6181), pr0vi(',ing logistical support to the 274th 
Vi ot Cone Regiment through the Slope 30 nrca am', to the 5th VietCong Division 
in the MD.y Ta o Mountain rcci on. Security nn:l trrmsport[ttion support fer the 84th 
Roc.r Sorvice Group were providod by the D445 Local Force B,:-.ttl".lion, loc,'\tc(1. in 
th~ Thua Tich - Slope 30 areas . 

( e ) Local force Md 0lcrrill.". units vlhich couL'. have influenced 
OpGr ation SANTi FE incl u'.:ecl tho newly f Orl.1(yl DMO Loc['.l Force Battalion .. locl1tcc~ 
vicinity YT5423, t he 421st Tnnh Linh Cnttp::my, .'lnr'. the H-l Comppny and the H-4 
Pl~tool1!. 

b. Enony Rctictions: 

(1) Tho Viet Cong 0W\lloc. contact on nil but one occasion during 
the opor.q,tion. 

(2) AGcnt reports in:~icate(~. thn.t t he 1st Bl.tt alioIi, 274th Viet ConG 
Rcgincnt, displncer. fr en the Hat Diet Secret Zone to ,-=t position well s outh e,f 
Gin Ray Viilnec (YT6313) just prior to otnrt '':If Opor ati('\l1 SIUo Ti. FE. The mission 
of t his unit appears t o have boen t o mninh,in linon of cOr.n:lunicaticn bctwul'n the 
5th Division He?c~quart 're rmel the 274th Viet Cong Rcrincnt, t c act <1.5 ~ rlivcl'sion 
for Opcr~ti()n Sf.NTh FE forcos, am~ t o furhish fl,':c. itionru. security for the 5th 
Divit",ion H0vlquarter s . I, prisoner of WDr prcviiled infCrl:laticn th'\t confirmed 
these a[.entst reports . 



(3) Ccnt acts during Opcr nticn S:_f\lT: .. FS \~Cl"C not.ligiblc . Thu enemy 
mane no attacks by diroct f ire but ..:;npl(ycr~ c.uch hm-:\~rine t ochrd C!'l,oS as mining, 
planting booby trnps , 1.llrl snipinc. 

(4) V4'.l'i cus support instalL. ..... t i crw wer~ f)v(;rrun, nr t n.bl y t he Con­
val.escont Unit, 274th Vie;t Cone Re£irn. ... .:nt, which w~s .'\ppm-ently l ocat er. withiD 
tho Divisional He:l.!~qu!l.rtcrs support ololilonts . 

c. Si t;nific!lnt Cont r.cts& Tho only r.1<1. j or 'lcticm during Opcr ?tion S!I.NT:. 
FE occurcc when )f Crmlfr'll1Yl 3rrl Squ£).c1.r on cnG'\r:cc~ M unide:ntifiec Viet Cong f orcE; of 
unknown size in tho J-fay Teo Mountain r egion in l at e Oct 67. Ti.C air, artillery, 
~nd LiGht Fire Te.~s supported the two hour contact. Sweeps of t he b~ttluf1eld 
aree t he f ollowing ct!\y rliscloscct the bo'lioe of 20 Vi <..'t Cr:nC. The cause: (,f death 
w~s nut(~ntic weapons fir e ann frar,oentation wounds; thcr~forc, those losses were 
creditcr.. t o the M Coopany action. 

d . Intel l i Gonce Sources: 

(1) J'..urial ReconnaissllIlce: Infra.""'l' c(~ r eeonnni s se.nce results were 
not reli~b10 b ·enUse of ~ifferinG hC.:I.t r o .r' inp:s in t he areas unr',or surveillance. 
SLr.R returns wore sparse ann. provir'.ccJ. no r..iscerniblo pn.ttern of cner.lY .1.cfivity. 

(2) il.~ent Reports: These reports wore few <,.n.l provod to be un-
reliable. 

. (3) E-63 Personnel Detector: ;.ir reconntissance with sniffer 
q.evices indicateG thnt the Viet Cong were dispersing nnd evacing throughcmt the 
~ea of operations. Significant readings of Viet Cong nctivity WGr e f ollowec 
by drops of Riot Control i.gent (CS) Md A.ir strikes (see CHEMIC/aL, P:u-a 11. c.). 

e. Key Terrain nn~ Wc~ther Features: 

(1) Terrain: The t errain W[lS ::"encr1.l1y suitable f nr arT> or oper f.!.tions. 
['he May Tac Hountain presented an ("bst aclo,. :m(~ opercttions l'..long its s10pes r e­
quirec! elements to dismount. Dense vegetcttion in certain D..reas restrictec'. move­
Dent anr requirer. jungle-busting with tanks. The various waterways in the region 
were generally not a probleo. 

(2) vleathor: Operation SfJI'l'A FE vlas conducted during the tra.nsi­
tL' frcm the Southe'1st Monsoon season to the dry s ep.son. Early days of the oper­
ation woro r..arked by moderate to hen.vy r'lins which restri cted r.1ovcr.lent. This 
q~ckly subsided into ~ period of light, occasion~l showers. Visibility generally 
varied .trOD. 7 to 10 rules, occasiona.lly rvduced by shower conditions nnd spotty 
morning f og. Winds were light nnd variable throuGhout. TOMperatures rangod fram 
a late noming high in the low 90' s to <1. low in the 601 S between r.d.dnicht and 
dawn. 

g. Disposition of Maj or Viet Cong Units: 
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Hq 5th VC Div .J.~7294 

274th VC Regt (-) 153188 

1/274th VC Ror,t YS6398 

1/275th VC Roc;t YS7294 

DJ~O LF Bn YT5418 

D445 LF Bn YS5781 

421 T a.nh Linh Co YT8622 

H-l Co YT5822 

H-4 Pl<J.toon Y55694 

8. (C) MISSION: The 11th Arnorud Cnvnlry Re ,ir.:ent w:ts to block N".tional 
Hi['hway 1 fron YT525062 to YT789973 to prc\rcmt escape of ener.J.Y units from the area 
of operations to the north. The r oginent W;lS tc: secure and establish Fire 
Support/P,'ltrol Bnse COUGAR, vicinity YT7300, ,and to assist p~ssage of the 1st 
Bribade, 9th InfMtry Division, through this position. Following the 1st Brigade 
into tho area of operations, the U.'l.y Tao Secret Zone, the r~gil:~0nt was to conduct 
offensi vo operations to locate and destroy Viet Cong and. North . Vietnamese forces 
and inetl1llntions. J)urinC th0 third phase , the r egh1,,-,nt was to continue 
l:lock:.ng HiGhway 1, to continue. offensive opor:ltions to the: east of the May Tao 
rer,i~~ , to escort logistical convoys in tho area of operations , and to continue 
cl ~.rinc and upgrading Highway 1 fran Gin Ray to the n/III Corps Boundary. 

9~ (C) CONCEPT OF THE OPERATION: (SeG ,'.nnex B, Op Overl?ys) 

a . Phase I: Tho rogil ent was to undertake [utually supporting deception 
nensures in conjunction with t::leJ'lents of the 9th Infnntry Division to conceal . 
preptl!'ntions for Opcra·"ion Sl!.NTA FE "l1d to nislel'.cl thG eneny into thinking that 
operation EHPORli.. VI would be conducto during this SDJ.lG t:L"16 franc" 

b.. Php"sQ II: The r et;:inent was to o.tt<'.ck with the 3rcl Squarlron to s ecure 
~d establish Fire Support/Patrol Base CO~GAR ~,d assist passage of the 1st Brigade 
9-.:.h Infc:>.ntry DiVision, through this position o The 1st and 3rd Squac.rons were 
to blook National Highway 1 fron YT575062 to YT829973 tp prevent escapt to or 
r cinforccnent fron tho north. 

The 1st and 3ro Squ~drons were to conduct operp..tions in the area of operations 
the May Tao Secret Zone, to locate and d str~y Viet Cong and North VietTh~ese 
forces and installations~ The 1st So.uBdron w<.\s to prC~irl0 one troep at B1ackhorse 
B1.se Canp on 29 Nov OPCON to Rogir.lcntaJ. HeA( quarters for CP security [Ul( ! logistical 
convoy escort bctwee:n Long Binh and Blackhorse Base Cnr:p, and t-c 'asBUIiG tau cacp 
security ~t 0900H, 30 Nov. 
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c. Phase III: The rebinont W.'lS to b~ propnre(1. to continue blockinG 
HighwaY' 1, to continuo offensive oper!\tions to tho O:1.st of the Mc.y Tno region, 
to escort logistical oonvoys in thE;. nI'(;1\ of oper'~t~.ons, .mel to oontinue olearint; 
and UPO"adinb Highway 1 fron Giu Ray e{'.st to thu II/III Corps Bounn.ary. 

10. (C) EXECUTION: Opor~tion SA1~TA FE WitS a reconnaissance in force r..is­
sion to locate the Viet Cone units known to be usin( thE; MO¥ Tao Secret Zone as 
a hendquarters Mea. This heavily Viet Cang controlled moea was suspected of 
holding the Headquarters of the 5th Viet Cong Division, tho 1st Battalion of the 
275th V:ii.et Con€: Regiuent, and the 84th Rear Service Group. 

SANTA FE w.?.s conducted in three phas s. Phase I consisted of nutu~ly sup­
portint; dec (;;ption noasures in conjunction with elenents of the 9th Infantry Div­
ision to conceal prepm-ations for the operation and to rri.~lead tho ener.1Y into 
believing that Operation nfPORIA. VI was to bo conducted during the SerlO tIDe 
£rane alone Interprovincial Route 20. Troops I nnd L of the 3d Squarlron were 
r..1oved north alonG Route 20 on Novenber 1-2 ruld established two fire support/p~trol 
bases in locations YT372258 an!'! YTJ90260, r espectively. Docc:ptive r1l(~io. traffic 
was sent indiclltinb thnt the entire squadron was in f:lct novinf'" north :md estab­
l i.shing bas.es for a rorl.d clearing operation alon,c Route 20. All inc'i cntions were 
that the deception WI1S successful. Several incictents, includinG the Ct'.pturc of 
Viet Cong couriers novinG openly during r.!'tyliGht hours nlong N<l.tionl'.l Highway I, 
lea.d to the conclusion tha.t the truE: objectives of SfJ1TJ. FE were not lmown to 
the Viet Cong. 

On 3 Nov 67, Pha.se II began. The 3rd Squa0xan established Fire Support/ 
P.1.trol Base COUGAR in vicinity XB742999 and a.ssisted pnss.:>.gc of the 1st Brigade 
(._), 9th Infnntry Division, throuGh this position. Teans K and ~1 of the 3(: 
Squadron and Town D of 1st Squa~ron, under 3d Squa~on control, erect~d a blocking 
screen alonG Highway 1 !roo YT574064 to YS782978 in order to prevent the esc~p0 . 
of the 5th Viet Cone: Division to the north or r einforcenents to then fron tho 
north. On 5 Nov 67, the 1st Squacl.ron [loved into !>. blockin position .:'.long Hi[;h­
way 1 !ron rr6l3065 to YT732002. Th~t sane d y, the; 3rcl Squac!ron( 5th I.rll ored 
Cavalry Regioent (ARVN),(canparable in size to a US Cav,ilry TroOP), which had 
blocked along Higlnmy 1 !'roo. YT574064 to YT613065 under 3rr1 Squadron control, 
reverted to 1st Squadron control. This free. the 3rc~ Squacron of blocking res­
ponsibility for over half the lenGth of Highway 1 in the arec of operations and 
allow€''C~ then to conduct eletailed reconnaissn.nce in force r.issions. 

On 6 Nov 67, while conductinG r econnnissanco in force opel'aticns in the vic­
inity of YS725950, a. disnounted Jk1.trol !'roo. L Troop n.1.!le cont~ct with 0J1 estin .... t u:l: 
ten-r. .. anViet ConE f~ce. Gw1ships, t.drstrikes, ane. c..rtillory were called in on 
the eneny with unknown results. In subsequent exploitt".tion of the area, a larGe 
base cmp with signs of fresh OOCUPMCY wn,s located, and there W.1.S evidence 
that tho unit was equipped with 5'7l:1r1 recoilless rifles nnd 60ur:t Dqrtars. 

During the period .f 7 - 14 Nov 67, the b~sic posture of the r ccinent re­
;:mined constant. The screen along Hic;hway 1 V/aS r:~into.ined, nnd the 3ct Squnc":ron 
conductoc. a. detailed r econnaissance in force russion north and south of this screen 
on 11 Novcnber, I Troop hac! contact with tvlO Viet Cone resultin.~ in one KIA t'md 
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the cnpture of one Uauscr rifle with no f'ricn0.ly C''lsuJ1~ties. On 13 Nov ill, K 
Troop found two wroon :mrl two chillrl,.:n running n Viet COn[' WrIY stntion. They 
were c:vacuated to Bln.ckhorse COllll~d Post whore one wcnan cln.inerl to be tm in­
pressed Viut Cone In.borcr captured over a YU;''!X bc:!ore. 1 ftor questioning, they 
were released to ARVN officip~s for ros ttlonent. In nrlrlition to these incidents 
of contnctl a. siznj.fical'lt nuubcr of l.br.m~!oned oncny instl'.ll1.tions, C~ocur.1~nts, anel. 
supplies we.ru captur~rt cr rlesJ(.royed. 

On 15 Nov 67, uhile con(luctinr. n detailed roconnniss£l.nce in force nission in 
the vicinity of YT661004, a pl"..trol fl-cn T&an M r ;ac~t; contf.'..ct with M esti .... latod 20 
nml fore soon after fin ~int.~ an eneqy bn.se c<1rtp of n~jor proportionso vlhen the 
patrol buGD.l1 to receive sr.m.ll 1lrns anrl 1lutonr1.tic weapons fire, it wr0(~i1ltely 
be'3,m to fire al1d rk'll1C'UV0l': iLI'til1ery, LiGht Fire To.::::Is, o.n(~ two airstrikos 
were broucht into the m-on.. Tear.. M attonptcc, to close with thu cnIJJ:1y, but they 
es-::aped. to the ilorth \'-d.th tmknown cl"..sua1ties o It larGO her.dqunrters cO!1plex was 
found in the 3X'CD. rulr1• Gostroyed by 2c! p1ntooa, 9l9th Encinecr Conp2JlYo Torln K, 
operating in the vicinity of XT833004 , capturec1 12 persons, apparently Mont~gl<lrc1.s, 
who h~ b(!en n.:lint~ininc waystations and Conc.uctine harassnent for the Viet Cong. 
One was killed while trying to esoape, an( the rest wore eV:"1.cuo.ted to the Bl1.ck­
horse Forw~rd CP for intorroc~tion. They woro Inter turned over to the Na tiOl1ul 
P~lice at Xu~ Loc for further dispositionc 

On 17 Nov 67, after receiving indications of 11 najor Viet Cone concentration 
to the south, the 3rr! Squadron turned its effort towerc: tho May Tao Mountain o 

On that clay, the squn.rll'on, less r Troop, love. south llpproxi1'lO.tcly 2000 neters by 
I Ci",V, c!iSIJounted, Mel noved to the bas-e of the D.ountain. The purpose of disnountin[ 
\01.1.3 -r,o ciecehre the cneny .<me' to fl.chieve surprise. As they ne,'.rec.~ th ['.mmt-ain, 
'i'", :'rl l-11 the lo::-..e unit, capturec! ono Viet Cong c'.ressod in lieht trousers anc~ blue 
sh.L~t and arneC'. with a CHICOU J.J.C-47 oa.rbine. Tho individual we.s i ,entifiod as 
a i".cnber of the 274th Viet Cong Recinent. During further Q,uestioninG, the PW s3.ic~ 
t hu't; he hart been capturer. by the Viet Cone amI presser:. into service.. He statec! 
th:\t there were approxinntoly 200 enerw orsonnel on t.he ~fuy Tao Mountain, and 
th~t the He&lquarters and Hospit~ of the 274th Vi~t ConG ReClllent were there. 
T:le P'tl led an H Te.lI1 plntoon to a c .:!.ve conplex uSO(~ as n hospital Md heG/~quart(;rs. 
Baser. on the significant cneny conpl ex\!js dis covered by TuaTl M I"JK! the infornation 
provided by the 1'\/, a (lctRilcc1 reconnnissru'lce in force r.ission enploying K Troop 
e.nd H Ca..'1pnny wc;s. orc~ercc. over th(; aron of the Hay Tao Mountain on 19 Nov 670 

On 18 Nov 67, the 3r.d Squl.'.r.ron was joinec~ by the 2nd Bn.ttalion, 43r(1. Infantry 
Rec1I.1ent (iillVN) in coordin.:>.tion anc~ cooporC'.tion,. They Hoved to the May T::-..o Mountail 
anc con~uctef. joint reconnC'.issance in force opor~tions. On 19 Nov 67, a joint 
patrol bn.se was est",-blishec~ i!.t YS722925. Fron this position, mU:1erous snall con­
tacts woro. G.1.inecl. by the t\OlO units ,~uring the period 21 - 23 NovorIDer., Also, 
throuGhout tho pcrioc1 , r t'.11y Viet Cone bunker cor:plexos, supply caches , <'.11: docu­
ncnts were located anr-l ~~estroyec or ev·".cuntec:. ThE:> destruction of bunker cO:lp1exes 
wns nccon plishec. by the 919th Eneinecrs thrOUGh the usc: of explosives :mrl Rone 
Plows'. 



Indic:::l.tions were th:1t the fll1. j0rity of th.::: Viut ConG in5t .... llations llrFt Doctiv­
ities wore not on tho rJountaintop but r nthcr around the foothills nt J.ower, 
nore n.ccossiblo olevtl.tiona. On 24 Nov 67, the 3rc: Squni'.ron en ~ the 2nc!Battalion 
of the 34r( Inf.n.ntry (J.R'vN) were extr,1.ctc(l fr<n the ::,auntain proper ".Il(! ostablished 
patrol basos at the foot of the nountain in vicinitios Y8700903 ~rl YS751932, 
~csp0ctivel.y'. Two ener..y installati.ons were founc!.. L Troop 10caten [t.n('~ destroyed 
a Viet Cong uniforo factory containing bl'.gs of cloth, p .. ~.rtial1y S (;W7l unifor.lB, 
~ttons, thread, five sewing l.iachine stan~s, :'!.m~ p:u-ts for Sincer :'ll1c. Saki sewin£: 
r~chines. Srunp1es of ~l nnterial and uniforrls wero eva cuntec, nne the rest was 
destroyed. B Troop locatec~ severi.'.l we.:lpons in vicinity YS711910. Of :toportMce 
wore 12 soni-aut~~tic weapons, one BriR, one RPG-2, one c1nyrl0re nine, 29 rifle 
grenades, 27 RPG-2 powder charges, and 16 RPG-2 rounds. 

On 26 N'ov 67, the 2n:l Battalion, 43r11 Infnntry necir!ent (f.nVN) T.1nc~e conto.ct 
with un estinat ed Viot Cone squ~l at Y5725934. There were no c.:l5ua1ties on oither 
s it-e, Mn a snall base c,m p with sono supplies and. c10thillf, was 10cato(~. The 
battalion precccl:ed southce.st ,Ill'ounn the nountElinsidc to establish a pa.tro1 base, 
DJl at YS735895, they rliscovur ed what is believer', to have been the Un. Bien Dis.­
trict Vie t Cong Hospital M~ tho Viot ConG 5th Division HC<::l.llqu.:u-tcrs. Nw-wrous 
supplies .".nd clocuf!cnts w~c 10cntcc1. \-Thich supportec this conclusion. 

The r om!inecr of the nonth was spent extcnc~in~ the r uconnnissonce in force 
pnttorns fron the bc.sa of the 110untc.in anr. further exploiting previous finc~8. 
A Troop, 1st Squ.:>.dron, which rep1nced B 'l'roop on 27 Nov 67, novee to vicinity 
YT74.5894 to assist th~ 2nd Battalion, 43r~ Inf(mtry (fillVN) in th'J (~cstruction of 
the 1,1.rCe coupl ex which they h<1.cl c1iscovero(~. vlithin this conpl(Jx were approxi­
r.l.:'\tcly 300 bunkers, c. hospitc.l with 1":0(1ic,':>.1 sur-plies~.n~: oquip:-.lent, nnr~ 50 poun'ls 
of clocui.1cnts. EverythinG of intellicence vn.lue Wc.s evr..cua tec1.; the rGJ:I.').in:ler was 
destroy-a ~ . ' 

On 30 Nov 67, the 2nd B~tto.1ion, 43rd Inf~,ntry (.'UlVN) was .:1.ir-0xtrt~ctec~ by 
CH-47. On 1 Dec 67, Ph<?.s(~ III began "'hen the 3r(~ Squa<:ron r eturnee. to a scroen­
ing posture along Nctiona1 Hichway 1 in preparation for the r eturn to Blackhorse 
B:1.seCcnp. l.ftor three uneventful ~.3.ys, on :3 Due 67 J Op6rr.tion SP.JITA FE was 
torninate<! . 

11. (C) SUPPORTING roUCES: 

a.. l.rtillcry: 

(1) l~rtillcry forces firinG in support inc1uc ed : 

Howitzer Battery, 1st Squadron, 11th Arnorerl CD.valry Re~inent 
Howitzcr B.?ttcry, 2n(1 Squ"c'.ron, 11th l..rnored Cavalry Reeinant 
Howitzer Battory, 3rc! Squ ll.' ,ron, lith !.rnorcrl Cawtlry ReGi.'1ont 
B Bnttery, 1st Bnttnlion, 11th Artillery 
C B3.ttory, 1st B<'.ttalion, 11th 1.rtil1ory 
C B.".ttcry, 7th H::tttnlion, 9th Artillery 
j~ DC'..ttorYI 7th B!;~tte.lion, 9th iU'tillery (Supportinc i"!urinC 

deception neneuvers on 2 - 3 Nov 67. 
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54th J:..rtillery Group (-) (Sup!)Ortef~. the 1st Bricac.e:, 9th In­
fantry Division nnf. tho Jr(~ Squtv).ron, 11th jLI'norcc~ Cnvn.lry Rl.:g:illont during J - 6 
Nov 67. 

(2) The types of russions firer. by the supportinc unite were: 

(<l) Observer ac!juste(~ !:ussions 

(b) Hnrnssinc and inter(ictinG fires 

(c) noconnaissnnce by fire 

(cl) Defensive concentr.:).tions 

(e) Nf.wiG.'ltional cm'~~ flt'lrkinr, firos 

(f) Objectivo prep1'..rntion firQS 

(3) Tho tinoliness .:lJlfl effoctiveness of the artillery support 
provided the nanCUV6!'. [;rOUP cOT:'.T'U!llders with firopener on cull .. 

b. En;:.jnc~r : 

(1) On 3 Nov 67, th!3 1st Platoon, 2nrt PI' toon, :me-'. elo:lonts of Head­
qU.1.rters platoon, 919th EnGineer COLpany, deployed ruth t ho llth i.rnorec Cavalry­
negioent filont:; Nntionc.l HiCh\'w-y 1. 

(2) The followini; enEmy forti fi cntions w·ere (lestroyccl by eler.,ents 
of the 919th En[:inel;;:r Conp.::.ny: 

(0.) 1st Pl ... t.oon LE::stroyec. 150 bunkers .. 

(b) 2nr '. Plr!.toon ~estroyGd 977 bunkers <~:.l1 r:. 46 houses I> 

(J) The 1st Platoon hc.ulecl l~30 cubic y::\.rr~s of crushed rock c1.ur ing 
the course of the o!)cration to refn.ir Nn.tion,_l Hir hw£ly L Thu 1st Platoon also 
s et up :\ practice tu":'.bush situ involvinG the use of nunerous ulectrical blasting 
C:lpS and severe~ snail charGes of TNT. Tho .:lI:bush site W{l.S (~esicnec~ to give 
pl.1.toons fron the 1st Squadron, 11th hrr;tOrer.. Cl'.valry TIegir-..ont , practice in .J.T,lbush 
re~ction. Tho site was opcrater'. fro 2'30 - 25 Nov 67. 

(4) In n tdition , tho 919th Enri.ueers constructer. fot-ds , n[\/~(j road 
repairs, and clcnred 1 '1l1ding zones. 

c. Chenica1.: 

(1) E-63 Personnel Detector Missions: The 331'<1 Chcnical Detechnent 
conductec'. ,:1.L~ost daily personnel detector russions. 
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( 2) Riot Cont rol hgent (OS) Operations: On 2 Dec 67, thirty 55-

gillon c1rw:1a of CS with M-4 Burster s wero ("\roppoo fron l'. CH-47 on a suspected foree 
of t he 5t h Viet Cong Division. The t l'r r;ut \'1.1,S pinpointucl l'rith t he E-63 rersonnel 
Det ector. Following t he CS drop, tho F/.C obsClr vod 20 Vi et Cone ll.ttenpting t o e&­
cape the CS and cilled in d rstrikcs. This action resulted in one VC KIA (BC) and 
6 VC KIA (pam). Intense juncl o growth proventei e. nore accurate b()(~y count. 

d. 1'J::Try .'~vin.tion: 

(1) Genercl.: The aviation elenents supported t he re[;inent with 16 
OH-2~, 11 mUD, ann 19 UHlC (the fi;::ure of 16 0H-23G includes the 2rt Squat.ron, 
which was involved in oporntion KITTYHlJWK but available for Sj~TA FE). The OH-23G 
were flown a total of 732 hours, consULlod l2,4l~ sallons of 115/145 fuel, an~ trsn8-
parted 841 passencers. The UHlC arned heliGopters flew 743 hours, consunef 44>580 
c~llans of JP-4 fuel, fired 113,000 rounds 'of 7.6~.n, 505 rounds of 2.75 inch, 
anrl 730 rounds of 4Onn; 2 vehicles anr.. 14 structures wer e dannged or destroyc(~ 
with an estfne.ted 61 VC KIfi.. The UmD helicoptors were flown 667 hours, conslli.led 
40,020 gallons of JP-4 fuel, transported 3,014 ~~ssen~ers, ~d cnrried 29.2 tons 
of carGo (0.94 tons daily). . 

(2) Ebployr.ent: 

Flight Type Nunber of Sorties 

OH~23G UH-1C UH- lD 

CODJ:l.nnn nnel Control 554 303 
Reconnaissance 56 4 44 
Aclninistrativo 369 840 
i.erial Support 
& Reaction Farce 671 
Troop Lift 215 
Careo Lift 100 
Casualty ~acuation 12 

Total Sorties - 3,128 

f. i.J..r Force: 

(1) General: The TAC? supported the reGL~ent throughout the oper­
ation. The utilization of the ALO/F:.C was ouch inprovoct over previous operations 
with better nrtillery arl justJ:lcnts, r adio rolny, Mcl plotting of unit positions 
in the jungle. In addition, noruG.1 F,~C :me'. visual reconnaissance duties were 
perforne(~. Inprovec'. coordination with [:,l'cuncl elenents was notec'.. The benefit of 
having both squadrons on a frequency within reach of the radio in the 0-1 (FAC 
aircrart) was· realized durinG this operation. This procorlure is the key to in­
ne(!iately responsive tactical cir support. 

(2) Flis ht Infornat ion; 

( l'. ) Tot al s orties allocnt ed - 81 
." PaGe 9 of 17 Paces 
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(b~ Tot~l sorties flown - 54 
(0 ;.11oc(\te~ but not flown - ~ 7 
( ~ ) '~ver ." ,0 tir .u - ~8 ;Unutos 
(e) }fissions requ0stun - 52 
(f) Prep1unned r.ussi'ns - 41 
C:;) Innecliate r.ussions - 13 

(3) Types of Sorties: Nunbcr ~ 

(a) FAC 45 99+45 

(bl Visual Recon 138 142+05 
(0 i.rtil1cry 4 9+30 
(d Escort --2. 8+2Q 

ToteJ. 192 2bO+10 

(4) FiGhter Fli~'hts: 

~ Nunber 
F-1OO 100 
1 .. -37 22 
B-52 4 
F4C 4 
F-5 14-
/.lH 2 

Total 136 

(5) Orrlnonc(;l Expcnc~od: 

Txre. J\r:ount 

~jJ( 65 6 
MK 117 110 
' nc 82 180 
liK 81 30 
MK 35' 8 
MK 65 4 
Nf.P 176 
CBU 8 
Ll.U Rockets 8 

20rn 36~200 rounds 

7.62r.1n 2,400 rounds 

.50 Caliber 1, 500 roun~:s 
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(6) :.bnor"::ili.ties: 

MK 117 

r-1K 82 

MK 82 

Napn,ln. 

NapaJ.n 

(7) Bor.1b D1:'.L1D.e:;C Assessnent: 

Objective 

KBJ~ 

Se~ondary fire 

Socond~ry Explosion 

Bunkors destroYEKl 

Bunkers C'lr..r iI.\Ced 

Structures ~estroyed 

Tronc!1es exposed 
or ckstroycd 

Trails destroyed 

Foxholes opened or 
destroyed 

f. Civil Affairs /PSYWJ.J1: 

5 eluds 

1 noc~tivc rolease 

2 duds 

1 preLmture explosion 

Annount 

6 (POSs) 

1 

4 

17 

6 

6 

6 

6 

Hi 

(1) General: DurinC Op<:lrntion S ..NTA FE, continued 6npha.sis was 
placed on the DiPt..CT Proeran . Nur:,erOU9 RF/PF outposts ... Tore li.proved , :md NEDC:.P 
operations vlOre concluctod durinG the r eportinc period, troatint) 1793 p~tient5'. 
In .:1.ddition, aerial lUHfl t nnn loudspeakor runs vlere conducted daily in :J.ll 
areus- of the opcr.:>.tion. 

(2) Op~rutions: 

(n.) Ground 10~flcts: 550 sll!litntion leaflets, 7100 JUSPl ... O 
newsletters, ?nc 1000 rcwurd leaflets were pnSSOQ out curinG the operation. 

(b) Aori<11 l eaflets: A total of l";36L,,OOO leO-flots \oft;re c'rapped 
(~urinr.; the operation. Subjects consist -d of : Chiou Boi lppe:us, Rnlly- Appc.:tls, 
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Scare Leaflets, J~ppe".ls to the f3.T_ulies of Viet C ont;, So.fe Conduct Passes, 
lith Cnvnl.r;r Rnlly Appeals, -'Ul . Post-Airstrike Warnincs. 

(c) Aerial Louc:spenker: A total of 21.3 hours of aerial loud-­
speaker nissions were conducted on th~ sane subjects as" listed in above paracraph, 
Aerial Leaflete. 

(c') Groum~ Louc.spe.?.ker: f ... tot~ of one hour of Ground loud­
speaker r.ds-sions ware con(~uctect in support of Operation SfilITA FE. 

12. (C) RESULTS: 

Friendly LosS(;6.: 

Personnel: 

Equipient: None. 

KHA 
--0 

WHA 
3' 

Enei:'.y LOS6(:6: 

Personnel: 

33 

Fortifications: Bunkers 
1779 

Eouipnent: Dues 
3 

l-linos 
10 

PCM 

1 

Hoochus 
195 

8AA 
1550 

Dct(tinees 

SA 
28 

16 

Foxholes 
207 

Tunnds 
5 

RPG-2 rounds 
16 

Hortnrs 
1 

Docunents 
281 pounc'.s 

~1or'.ical Supplies 
46 pounc~s 

Grenc.des 
54 

Foedstuffs: 
(in pounds) 

Rice 
4675 

Pe"'.nuts 
20 

S<1.1t 
lb5 

13. (roUO) !.DYilNISTRATIVE Ei.TTEIlS: 

a. Lot;istical Support: 

vlhe".t 
400 

Soybenns 
40 

Rockets 
5 

(1) During Operation S:.r~Tj.~ FE, cll classes of supplies ,"ere furnished 
fron s.upply sourc-es located at Blackhorse Base CMp. Mcintenance and neclical 
support were also furnished fror. BJa ckhorse . iLir sorties nnd wheel vehicle;. can­
voys "lOre utiliz6.c! to resupply the squac~rons with the latter beinG the principal 
nethod of et ploynont. vlhon supplies "TOre r:oved by convoy, security was proviced 
by organic ACAV farces, which "Jere pl;->.ced to the front, conter,"'.m~ rcar of the 
convoy. In aclCition to security, the f,C/LV also ai('ee. in convoy centrol by use. of 
orr;anic ra0.ios. 

C Ut.JP I b LNII,q L 
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(2) Maintenance w~s porforncc. d the fon-Iard m-ea. Vehicles and 

equip:1ent requ:ixint: high~r echelon work Wl;r(;l ov.?cu~ted to the 55lst Lieht Main­
tenance Canp~ at Blackharse B~se Crunp. 

(3) During the operational period~ tho following expandable supplies 
wore Calfi1JJ.JllCl& 

( 3.) dlnss III Mel IlIA: 

1. Diesel: 119,400 CD-lIons 

2 UoCns' 72,200 Gallons 

1 Avcas 6,240 Gl.!.llona 

(b) Cl~ss V: Rounds 

CC'.l .45 53,000 

5.5arl 212,400 

7. 62nn 419,000 

Cal .. 50 140,800 

40r.lr1 6,050 

90nn HE 69 

9Or.n Canister 242 

90r'.L1 HP 7 

402in HE 6,790 

4.2in \VI' 360 

4.2in IllUll 400 

l55nn HE 6,444 

15 5r.1r1 ~'JP 08 

Qrona(~e, H~( Frag 900 

GrenuLe, S) loke 1,925 

Cla. yr'.ore ¥dne 399 

TNT, Block, Deno. 17,850 poun<" s 
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b. SiQlal Activitio~: 

(1) General.: Cot1T1UIlications on Oper:\t i on S; .. NT;~ FE wor e conducted 
priollrily in ~ fielc1 l ocation,. Befero l1oyin;~ out" coorci.inat i cm l-T,~. 1i .rude with the 
Signal Officor of ' the 9th Infantry Division anr.. tho 9th Si[J1<lJ. Bo!l.ttn.lion, 9th 
Infantry Division,. 

(2) Connunicntions to higher heRcquarters: Prior to the beginninc 
of Operation SimA FE, the regir1ent wns operntionnl. in the CG COllr:::.nd/Intelli :ence 
net in both secure end non-securG n odes. Land-line ca:nunicntions with hicher 
hon.c.quarters were also naintainer. throue:;h (lo~ic1':.toc! anel shared-trunk VHF In.nr..-line 
circuits p.n<.~ a VHF land-line teletype circuit. Secure on-line encryption wc.s 
utilizeC on all tGletype connunic\\tions with hiGher hea; ~qunrters. 

(3) Ca:1r.luniCll.ticns fron Rcci."1ental Fiolc~ Locations to Bnse Cru:i.P: 
FH c<rJrtUnications were naint[\inec~ fron the fiuld TOC to the b.:tse C~.1p TOC. IJ{­
RATT corJnunic~tions were nnintninec in t hu Hecinental Ca:nnnd/Intclligence net. 
Two VHF IMd-line circuits provided fl." ditional conT1unicntions with the base car.lp. 

(4) Spocio.l Equir:v.ent qncl Techniquos: There wore no new techniqu(;s 
utilize( durinc the operation, .mr~ equi}.X1.Cnt uses were confined to those on hand'. 

(5) Radio nets tlnn Tel et ype Circuit s: 

( c. ) R<l:!io Not s : 

! All r eginentol EN: net s .... 'ero utilized as well as certain 
9th Division nets. 

2 11M- RAT!' c ontact .... l2..8 r eestablished ~t t he field location. 

(b) Tel ephone Circuits: 

I Intern.ll sh<!red-t runk ci rcuits were establishe 1 in the 
Caonand Post area. In 'addition, two sh:JXec!-trunk circuits were established into 
the Reliable ~fain switchboe.r 'l one t o tho Lone; Gino switchboard, one to the S-l 
rear" anc1 two to the Reliabl e TOC sl'/itchboard. 

2 Doc!icrttecl circuits were established between the reci­
nental TOO IU'lC~ t he 9th Di vis i on TOC. These consistoG. of G-3/S-3 TOO, G-3/5-.3 
lLir , Me! an artillery coor dination circuit. In a':dition, a (',ecicated circuit 
wns established t o the 18t h ARVN Divis i on f or coordination purposes. 

(c) Teletypewri t er Circuits: i. diroct tactical teletype circuit 
was eatnblished between the r eci nentcl. Connnncl Post :mrl the 9th Division. 

e. Personnel 1Ule. .. (m nis tr"tion: 

_ (1) M'.ninistrntivc oper~tions continuec~ in a norrID.1 r.n.nner. A 
aessage center was establish d in the forward area f or distribution of r eportt.s 
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;mr I:'iCSEll::e~ to forlonrr' unitr. Ccuricr service '.::>.r. ctit'·11i.~r'erl tldce c:::-i.ly by 
U1-I-lD between base caJ:tp and the forward area. C.:'l.sualty and strength reports 
for units in the field were sent by rn~io to the F~ard Caonand Post on tho 
Adoinistrative!Logistical Net nnct forwarded to base camp by telephone. Casualty 
reports l\'ero telephoned to USARV from the ba.se canp. 

(2) Casualties: 

KEA 0 

WHA 3 

~fPJ\ 0 

NED 0 

l\iv11 7 

Injuries 10 

(3) Personnel Services: 

(a ) neligious: The fo1lowin6 services were conducter: 

Ronan Catholic: Field Services 

Su~day Services - 30 Attendance 680 

Weekday Bervicos - 48 Attendance 300 

Protestant Fiel(l Services 

Sunday Services - 15 Attendance 300 

WEh:.k(~ay Services - 18 Attennance 4.50 

Seven chaplains took part in this p~oeram, four Protestant and t~ee Catholic. 

(b) Post Exchange: 

11 Beer and Soda were supp1i~d in bulk quantity to the 
u~t~ in the fi eld . 

2 On two occasions, g Nov 67 and 23 Nov 67, a ~obilo 
uni t ''lith L1any essential items of Ilerchandise went to the fiol<1. Total sales 
for these two days were $1,519.45. 

(0) Red Cross Clubnobile: 
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. During the period of Oporntion Sll.NTA FE, the Red Cross 

Clubnobil e l;mde a total of five visits to the forward support bases.. A team of 
two girls visited the 1st 5quadran Forw~d Support Ar ea on two occasions ann the 
3rd Squadron FSk. an two occas i ons. During t he visits a total of 4 programs were 
presented with a total of 97 nen partioip~ting . 

(d ) Maintenance of norale, discipline , law, and order: 'l'he, 
pr es ence of a R~d Cross ClubnObile, PX nobile vans, and a plentiful sup~ of 
moviea cont ribut ed to high morale. Strang emphasis was placed on the pronpt 
delivery of nail. The average transit time for airmail was 5 days. There wer e 
no s erious incidents during OpGration SANTA FE. 

(e) Handling and disposition of Prisoners of War : One prisoner 
of War was turned over to t he mil itary police in Xuan Loc after quest i oning . 16 
d'etninecs were apprehcnderl Me. t urned over to GVN authorities in XU<.1n Loc. 

(f) Awards .md Decorations: The following awards wer e pro­
cessed for Operation SA.NTA FE: ' 

Silver St~ 1 

DistinC'.ll.shed Fl ying 
Crosa I 

Br onze Star (ltV") II 

Air Medal (" V" ) 1 

Ar my COJ'mcndation ~'iedal 
("V") 6 

14. (C) COMH,-\NDER ' S ANALYSIS: Although no nnjor contact wc.s n O-Cte durinG 
the nonth, Oper ation SMITh. FE was definitely a success. National Highway 1, 
previously alnost abandoned, was opened to allow eover.'cent of trD.ffic am: expan­
sions into the ar ea .. The Viet Con£; installat i ons, cOl:J.plcx0s, supplies, M rl docu­
ments wer e destroyed ; capt ured nateri~l provicted va l uabl e infor~Ation. 1779 bunkers 
wer e destroyed, including a province headquLU'ters, a divisi on headquarter s , and 
sever al 84th Rear Service Gr oup ins t c>.llat i ons. Accurate infor ll'llti on we.s obtained 
on the Vi <::t Cone infrastructure , i ncl url.ing pr ovince 8n(! district cor.1Mittees, 
cor:n:runi.st party nenbership lists, and youth po.r ty tlOIJ,bership lists. A full l etter 
box aijct AKil lists for Ba Bi en Province wur e obtain~d. Lists of suppli es i n t he 
Xuan Loc area, Viet Cong installat ion r.w.ps fron Di en Hoa, Mel enel'1.Y naps of the 
Car::\bodian area were a l so cl1.ptured .. This infor rntion was of significant value to 
US f orces An~ should be of use in future oper at ions in ~alyzing t he basic in­
frestruct ure of Bn Bien Province. 

15. (U) LESSONS LE1JlNED; 

Iten: Fornat i on of an A.dnin/Log corlplex. 
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Discuse!iOll: The AGninistrative/J...oEistic:U Croplcx for the 3rd Squl.Ulron 
was ccxlprised of the 5-4 track .'\!It'~ thL Oor.Jiunictttj ans P1.<\toon tr!\ck. 

Observation: This errangenE::nt provides a sr.ooth workinz. r e1'1.tionship 
anong the Squadra:) EXecutive Offict~r, the 5-4, the J.fa.intemlllce Officer, aild the 
Ca::rJunications Offic€:r. This technique 0nabler l the 5qun,r!ron Executive Officer . 
to st~ abreast of armniatrative reports, ccnnunicntions problens, vehicle n.e<ld­
line status, ~n( other tl.ru.nnistrntive nattcrs. 
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